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THE  CHRONICLES  AND  MEMORIALS 


OF 


GREAT    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND 

DURING  THE  MIDDLE  AGES. 

PUBLISHED  BY  THE  ATJTHOEITT  OF  HER  MAJESTT's  TEEASUKT,  UNDER  THE 
DIKECTION   OF   THE    IMASTER   OF   THE   ROLLS. 


On  the  26tli  of  January  1857,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
submitted  to  the  Treasury  a  proposal  for  the  publication 
of  materials  for  the  History  of  this  Country  from  the 
Invasion  of  the  Romans  to  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  suggested  that  these  materials 
should  be  selected  for  publication  under  competent  editors 
without  reference  to  periodical  or  chronological  arrange- 
ment, without  mutilation  or  abridgment,  preference  being 
given,  in  the  first  instance,  to  such  materials  as  were  most 
scarce  and  valuable. 

He  proposed  that  each  chronicle  or  historical  document 
to  be  edited  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  if  the 
editor  were  engaged  on  an  Editio  Princeps  ;  and  for  this 
purpose  the  most  correct  text  should  be  formed  from  an 
accurate  collation  of  the  best  MSS. 

To  render  the  work  more  generally  useful,  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  suggested  that  the  editor  should  give  an 
account  of  the  MSS.  employed  by  him,  of  their  age  and 
their  peculiarities  ;  that  he  should  add  to  the  work  a  brief 
account  of  the  life  and  times  of  the  author,  and  any 
remarks  necessary  to  explain  the  chronology  ;  but  no  other 
note  or  comment  was  to  be  allowed,  except  what  might  be 
necessary  to  establish  the  correctness  of  the  text. 


The  works  to  be  published  in  octavo,  separately,  as 
they  were  finished ;  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  task 
resting  upon  the  editors,  who  were  to  be  chosen  by  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  with  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  after  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  subject,  expressed  their  opinion  in  a 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  February  9,  1857,  that  the  plan 
recommended  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  "  was  well 
calculated  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  important 
national  object,  in  an  effectual  and  satisfactory  manner, 
within  a  reasonable  time,  and  provided  proper  attention  be 
paid  to  economy,  in  making  the  detailed  arrangements, 
without  unnecessary  expense." 

They  expressed  their  approbation  of  the  proposal  that 
each  chronicle  and  historical  document  should  be  edited 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  represent  with  all  possible  correct- 
ness the  text  of  each  writer,  derived  from  a  collation  of  the 
best  MSS.,  and  that  no  notes  should  be  added,  except 
such  as  were  illustrative  of  the  various  readings.  They 
suggested,  however,  that  the  preface  to  each  work  should 
contain,  in  addition  to  the  particulars  proposed  by  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  a  biographical  account  of  the  author, 
so  far  as  authentic  materials  existed  for  that  purpose,  and 
an  estimate  of  his  historical  credibility  and  value. 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  Treasurj^,  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  has  selected  for  publication  for  the 
present  year  such  works  as  he  considered  best  calculated 
to  fill  up  the  chasms  existing  in  the  printed  materials  of 
English  history  ;  and  of  these  works  the  present  is  one. 

Rolls  House, 

December  1857. 
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THE  BUIK  OF  THE  CRONICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Vol.  II. 


Heir  endts  the  Saxt  Buke  and  begynnis  the    Lib.7,  f.ioob. 
Sevint,  contenand  mony  sindrie  [Thingis]        Co  .  1. 

OF   the   ROMANIS   AND    OF    THE    DiSTRUCTlOUN 

OF  Rome  be  the  Gotis,  and  of  the  cuming 

AGANE  OF  THE  SCOTTIS   IN   THAIR   AWIN   LaND 

be  THE  Secund  Fergus. 

Fra  all  the  Scottis  prescribit  war  ilkone 

In  sindrie  landis  out  of  Albion e  ; 

Sum  in  Denmark,  and  sum  in  Norowa, 

Sum  in  the  Ylis,  and  sum  in  Orkna,  20,240 

So  fi'emmitlie  in  mony  sindrie  land, 

Sum  be  the  se,  and  vther  sum  be  the  sand, 

With  soir  travell  than  baith  with  barne  and  wyfe, 

Richt  mony  da  leidand  ane  langsum  lyfe. 

This  Maximus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald,  20,245 

In  all  his  tyme  baith  bellicois  and  bald, 

Walkryfe  in  weir,  in  all  thing  wyss  and  war, 

Richt  circumspect  and  weill  culd  se  on  far 

Quhat  wer  to  cum  or  apperand  to  be, 

Be  thing  bygane  so  greit  ingyne  had  he.  20,250 

And  quhen  he  knew  richt  weill  Ihat  it  wes  sua 

In  Albione  that  tyme  he  had  no  fa. 

Into  na  steid  his  stait  that  durst  ganestand, 

Baith  ill  and  gude  war  aU  at  his  command. 

VOL.   II.  A  2 
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How  Maximus  held  ane  Counsall   in  Eborac, 

QUHAIR   HE   DEWYDIT   SCOTLAND,     DEII,LAND    IT 
BETUIX   THE   BrITIS   AND   THE   PeCHTIS. 

Sone  efter  that,  in  Eborac  I  weyne,  20,255 

The  lordis  all  befoir  him  gart  convene 

Of  Brit  and  Pecht  into  ane  parliament, 

Quhair  he  diuydit  with  thair  haill  consent, 

The  Scottis  landis  baith  be  land  and  se. 

Syne  enerilk  man  efter  his    facultie,  20,260 

Als  far  that  tyme  as  he  culd  vnderstand, 

Rewardit  hes  than  with  the  Scottis  land. 

To  Pecht    and  Brit,  Romane  and  all  the  laif, 

Full  greit  reward  oft  syis  he  thame  gaif 

So  full  he  wes  of  liberalitie,  20,265 

And  vsit  so  his  greit  auctoritie. 

In  Albione  bayth  with  knaif  and  knicht 

He  louit  wes  aboue  all  vther  wicht. 

So  large  he  wes,  so  humull  and  so  w^'ss, 

So  meik  also  and  full  of  gentreiss,  20,270 

So  plesand  als  in  ernist  and  in  pla, 

That  all  the  Romanes  in  Britania, 

Bayth  ill  and  gude,  with  thair  auctoritie 

Deolarit  him  thair  emprioure  to  be. 


How     Maximus    was    crovnit    Emprioure    in 

LONDOUN. 

Col.  2.        In  Lundoun  toun  Avith  hie  laud  and  honour,  20,275 

With  diademe  maid  him  thair  emprioure  ; 
And  sevintene  teir  or  tliair  about  so  lang, 
As  emprioure  in  Albione  he  rang. 
At  his  command  haif[and]  boith  les  and  moir, 
As  neuir  ane  vther  had  his  tyme  befoir,  20,280 

In  Albione  the  liaill  auctoritie, 
Na  lit  sen  syne  I  wait  nocht  quhat  will  be. 
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How  THE  Emprioure  GART  WFTH  Battell  PERSEW 
Maximus. 

In  Rome  that  tyme  thair  rang  ane  emprioure, 

Hecht  Walentyne,  quhilk  wes  of  grit  honour. 

This  emprioure,  quhen  that  he  hes  hard  tell  20,235 

How  Maximus  agane  liim  did  rebell, 

In  greit  contemptione  of  his  majestie, 

Deelarand  him  ane  emprioure  to  be  ; 

Quhairfoir  with  thame  till  him  alway  wes  trew, 

With  mort  battell  he  gart  thame  oft  persew.         20,290 

Bot  of  his  purpois  he  culd  nocht  prevaill, 

Far  oftar  ay  he  wes  maid  for  to  faill, 

And  tyne  the  feild  no  victoiir  for  to  be, 

Quhylis  be  strenth,  quhilis  be  subtilitie. 

Quhen  tua  houndis  richt  oft  hes  other  preuit,       20,2  95 

Into  bergane  quhill  tha  be  baith  mischeuit, 

And  none  of  thame  can  haif  the  victorie, 

Tha  wilbe  fane  ilkane  to  go  other  by. 

Siclyik  that  tyme  I  say  heir  be  thai  tuo  : 

Quhen  ilk  of  thame  had  previt  other  so  20,300 

But  victorie,  than  war  thai  fane  to  ceiss, 

Betuix  thame  tuo  syne  mak  gude  rest  and  peice. 

Than  Maximus,  as  victour  him  allone, 

Ane  empriolu'e  he  rang  in  Albione. 

How  Maximus,  efter  that  he  had  subdewit 
Albione,  passit  in  Gallia  with  ane  greit 
Armie  of  Pechtis,  Romanis  and  Britis, 
and  syne  was  slane  be  Theodoc[i]us. 

Bot  men  that  ar  in  greit  auctoritie,  20,305 

Richt  schort  quhile  standis  in  prosperitie  ; 

For  quhen  thai  ar  most  heiche  vpone  the  quheill, 

And  traistis  than  that  all  tiling  standis  weill, 

Than  tha  misknaw  God  and  Fortoun  so  far, 

Na  wounder  is  suppois  tha  get  the  war,  20,310 
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That  stryvis  baith  aganes  God  and  myclit, 
And  FortoLin  als  tliat  brocht  liiiu  to  the  hicht. 
Men  sould  be  war  sic  tyme  and  gyde  thame  Aveill, 
For  quhen  ane  mane  is  heast  on  the  quheill, 
He  sould  be  wyss  and  beir  him  self  rj^cht  lavv' ;    20,315 
Quha  fallis  heichast  gettis  the  grit  test  law. 
Be  Maximus  T  say  this  thing  for-thy, 
Quhen  Albione  culd  nocht  him  satisfy, 
Bot  sone  efter  he  dressit  him  till  go 
To  Gallia  and  other  landis  mo,  20,320 

For  to  subdew  thame  to  his  senieorie, 
Lib.  7,  f.  101.    For  hie  vane  gloir  and  for  na  vther  quhy, 

With  mony  Pecht  and  mony  Romane  knycht, 

And  mony  vther  worthie  war  and  wicht ; 

And  all  the  strenthtis  into  Albione  20,325 

He  stuffit  thame,  s}Tie  furth  his  way  is  gone. 

To  schip  burd  went  syne  efter  on  ane  da. 

Out  ouir  the  pais  tuke  land  in  Gallia  ; 

And  how  he  fuir  that  tyme  in  his  travell, 

It  war  ouir  lang  and  tariesum  to  tell,  20,330 

And  I  haif  nocht  that  mater  in  mcmorie. 

It  is  sua  lang  sen  that  I  saw  that  storie. 

That  mater  als  pertenis  nocht  to  me, 

Thairfoir  as  now  heir  I  will  lat  it  be. 

Bot  for  to  tell  low  schortlie  of  his  end,  20,335 

Gif  it  })e  trew  as  my  author  me  kend, 

Efter  he  had  subdewit  Gallia, 

And  mony  landis  in  Germania, 

And  slane  also  had  nob  ill  Gratianus, 

Vincust  he  wes  be  Theodocius  20,340 

In  plane  battell  qidiair  he  lost  the  lyfe ; 

Thus  endit  he  that  maid  so  mekle  stryfe. 

Lat  him  go  now  sen  that  he  is  gone, 

And  turne  agane  to  tell  of  Albione  : 

Sic  aventure  amang  thame  as  befell,  20,315 

Will  te  tak  tent  and  ^e  sail  heir  me  tell. 
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How  OCTAUEUS,  THE  SONE  OF  OCTAUEUS  FOIR- 
SAID,  COME  FURTH  OF  GALLIA  IN  BriTANE, 
DESYRAND   TO   BE   MAID   KiNG. 

Ane  uobill  man  of  ffedome  and  of  fame, 

Octaueus  quliilk  callit  wes  to  name, 

Octaueus  son,  as  I  befoir  schorfc  qubile 

Scbew  to  tow  beir,  tbat  fled  in  Mona  Yie,  20,350 

For  to  remane  witb  gude  Eugenius, 

And  Ills  bi-uther  the  toimg  Etbodeus, 

Qubilk  efter  fled,  as  my  autbor  did  sa, 

Fra  Maximus  far  furtb  in  Gallia. 

Syne  quhen  be  knew  tbat  Maximus  wes  slane,     20,355 

Weill  ma  le  wit  tbairof  be  wes  full  fane. 

In  Britane  als  tbat  tyme  thair  wes  na  king 

Of  Britis  blude,  tbairfoir  but  tareing 

Bownit  in  Britane  tbair  or  be  wald  blin, 

His  croun  agane  and  kinrik  for  to  win,  20,360 

Qubilk  wes  bis  eldaris  beretage  of  aid, 

And  bis  fatberis,  befoir  as  I  baif  tald. 

Befoir  tbe  lordis  tbat  tyme  in  Britane, 

Into  ane  court  qubair  tbat  counsall  began, 

Thair  be  bes  maid,  witb  ricbt  lang  sennoning,      20,365 

Ane  sair  complaint  in  wanting  of  tbair  king  ; 

And  tbat  tbe  realm  sa  lang  wes  destitute. 

Without  ane  king  cumit  of  tbe  Britis  blude, 

Qubilk  wes  bis  fatberis  beretage  of  aid ; 

His  will  it  wes  tbairfoir  gif  tbat  tba  wald  20,370 

To  mak  him  king  at  tbair  plesour  and  will, 

As  be  tbat  bad  most  rycbt  and  clame  tbair  till. 

And  als  be  scbew,  bow  tbat  tbe  Romanes  Strang 

Had  tbirlit  tbame  in  seruitude  so  lang, 

And  maid  tbame  all  bot  bondis  for  to  be  20,375 

Qubair  thai  wer  wont  befoir  for  to  leve  frie. 

Tbairfoir,  be  said,  gif  be  ricbt  wnderstude, 

Had  thai  ane  king  wer  of  tbair  awin  blude. 
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That  he  wald  suffer  greit  traveill  and  pane, 
Col.  2.       For  to  reskew  thair  libertie  agane.  20,380 

And  sen  that  he  wes  of  tlie  blude  royall. 
And  narrest  air  discendand  Kneall, 
And  sone  also  to  gude  Octaueus, 
Quhilk  wes  so  constant  and  so  curt[e]us, 
That  for  thair  saik  sufferit  sa  mekle  pane  20,385 

For  to  reskew  thair  libertie  agane. 
Thus  and  siclike  in  presence  of  thame  aw 
He  said,  and  mair  than  I  will  to  ^ow  schaw. 

How  THIS  Octaueus,   be    the  Perswasioun  he 

MAID   to   the    BrITIS,    WAS    CROVNIT    KiNG    IN 
LONDOUN. 

Thro  quhais  sueit  and  subtill  perswasioun. 

In  rob  royall  with  sceptour,  sword  and  crouu,       20,390 

Octaueus  thair  half  thai  crownit  king 

Of  all  Britane  aniang  thame  for  to  ring. 

The  Romanis  all  into  Britania, 

Keipand  the  strenthis  in  tliat  tyme  that  la, 

Resistit  thame  than  als  far  as  tha  mocht,  20,395 

And  euirilk  da  lies  done  all  that  tha  docht. 

Bot  all  for  nocht,  that  tyme  it  wald  nocht  be, 

The  Britis  wer  so  blyth  of  libertie. 

And  had  sic  curage  als  of  thair  new  king, 

Tha  set  the  Romanis  bot  at  lytill  thing  ;  20,400 

And  euerilk  da  lies  done  thame  grit  injure, 

Dischargand  thame  of  all  oflfice  and  cuir, 

Puttand  thame  out  of  all  auctoritie, 

And  maid  the  Britis  alway  to  leve  fre. 

HoAv  THE  Emprioure  Theodoctus  send  ane 
Armie  in  to  Britane  to  dantoun  this 
FOiRSAiD  Octaueus. 

The  emprioure  than  Theodocius,  20,40& 

Quhen  that  he  hard  how  that  Octaueus 
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Rebellit  Imd  in  Britane  of  the  new, 

Than  sone  he  send,  the  Romanis  to  leskcw 

Into  Britane  remanand  that  war  than 

Within  strentliis,  richt  mony  nobill  man,  20,410 

And  to  reduce  the  Britis  les  and  moir 

To  Cesaris  faith  siclike  as  of  befoir, 

Or  with  raort  battell  planelie  thame  persevv. 

And  so  thai  did,  quhair  mony  ane  thai  slew 

On  euerilk  syde,  or  tha  weiris  wald  ceiss,  20,415 

Syne  at  the  last  betuix  thame  wes  maid  peice. 

"With  thir  conditionis  endit  wes'   thair  stryfe  : 

Octaueus,  for  terme  of  all  his  lyfe, 

Sould  bruik  the  croun  without  ony  discord, 

Of  all  Britane  be  callit  king  and  lord  ;  20,420 

And  all  the  strenthis  that  wer  in  thair  landis 

Suld  all  be  put  in  the  Romanis  handis, 

Evin  as  tha  stude  at  that  tyme  ane  and  aw, 

AVith  haill  power  to  execute  the  law, 

And  siclike  tribute  for  to  gif  alsua,  20,425 

As  tha  war  wont  to  Maximus  to  pa. 

How     THE     EmPRIOURE     SEND      TuA     LeGATIS      IN  Lib.7,  f.lOlb. 

Britane,  Martius  the  tane  and  Victorius      ^°''  ^' 

THE   TOTHER. 

Tlie  emprioure  then,  Theodocius, 

Quhen  all  wes  done  as  I  half  said  tow  thus, 

Fra  Rome  that  tyme  tua  legatis  he  hes  send 

To  fortilie  his  richtis,  and  defend  20,430 

In  Albione  gif  ony  wald  rebell ; 

The  tane  of  thame,  that  tyme  as  I  hard  tell, 

Hicht  Victoryn,  the  tother  Martius, 

In  Lundoun  toun,  my  author  sayis  thus. 

For  to  remane  and  president  to  be  20,435 

Of  all  the  South  and  half  auctoritie. 


'In  MS.  with. 
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And  Victoryn,   as  my  author  did  tell, 

In  Eborac  for  to  remane  and  duell, 

To  execute  the  law  in  Romane   stylis, 

Fra  Eborac  evin  vnto  tlie  Noi-th  Ylis.  20,440 

And  so  thai  did  that  tyme  in  Albione, 

Ouir  all  pairtis  but  contradictione. 

How   ViCTORIUS     COMMANDIT   THE   PeCHTIS    TO   VSE 
THE    ROMANE    LaWES   AND   FORBEIR   THAIR  AWIN. 

In  this  same  tyme  to  low  now  that  I  schaw, 

The  Pechtis  lit  wer  vsand  thair  awin  law, 

As  Maximus  thame  grantit  of  befoir.  20,445 

This  Victoryn  thame  manassit  with  grit  schoir, 

In  pane  of  deid,  tha  sould  sua  hardie  be 

As  to  hald  law  of  thair  auctoritie  ; 

Sen  of  the  Romanis  tliat  tha  held  thair  land, 

Tha  war  ouir  hardie  for  to  tak  on  hand,  20,450 

And  semit  weill  that  stude  bot  litill  aw, 

At  thair  awin  hand  to  execute  the  law. 

As  tha  to  Cesar  suld  pertene  nothing, 

Thair  self,  thair  law,  thair  landis,  and  thair  king. 

Quhairfoir,  he  said,  wnder  all  charge  and  pane,     20,455 

To  execute  sic  harbour  lawes  agane. 

In  tyme  to  cum  Romanes  sould  judgis  be. 

And  tha  ansuer  to  thair  auctoritie ; 

or  na  les  pane  na  wanting  of  his  heid 

Incontinent  quha  that  maid  pley  or  pleid.  20,460 

Heir  followis  how  Hargustus,  the  King  of 
Pechtis,  was  so  subdewit  with  Victoryn, 
FOR  greit  Displesour  on  ane  Tyivie  quiet- 
lie   IN   HIS  ChALMER  slew  HIM  SELFF. 

Hargust  thair  king,  that  wes  baith  walk  and  aid, 
Quhen  that    he  hard  thir  tydenis  to  him  tald, 
So  greit  displesour  tliairof  that  he  tuke, 
The  lang  nycht  ouir  but  ony  deip  he  v/oik. 
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Fra  end  to  end  oft  sleipand  neuir  ane  wynk,        20,465 

The  day  also  witlioutin  meit  or  diink  ; 

So  noyit  he  wes  with  sic  melancolie, 

That  of  him  self  almaist  he  set  nocht  by. 

Sobband  full  soir  oft  syis  sayand  allace ! 

Into  his  eild  to  haif  sa  havie  caice,  20,470 

To  lois  his  law  and  als  his  Ubertie,  Col. 

And  all  his  legis  bondis  for  to  be 

To  the  Romanis,  quhilk  wes  his  raortall  fo. 

"  Allace ! "  he  said,  "  thaii'foir  that  I  did  so, 

"  Wnto  the  Scottis  that  I  wes  so  vntrew.  20,475 

"  Wa  wirth  the  wicht  in  quhome  that  tressoun  grew, 

"  Tha[t]  causit  me  so  sone  to  faill  to  tliame, 

"  Quhilk  wytles  wes  anent  ws  of  all  blame  ! 

"  Perfitlie  now  I  knaw  and  wnderstand, 

"  Als  lang  as  we  to  thame  keipit  oure  band,        2o,480 

"  And  tha  till  ws,  and  we  to  tharae,  wer  trew, 

"  That  the  Romanis  durst  nocht  ws  than  persew  ; 

"  And  quhen  thai  did,  tha  come  bot  litill  speid, 

"  So  trew  tha  war  and  traist  to  ws  at  neid. 

"  The  quhilk  throw  ws  ar  brocht  boith  les  and   20,485 

moir, 
"  To  nocht  for  euer,     Alace  !  "  he  said,  "  thairfoir, 
"  Had  tha  bene  now  as  tha  war  wont  to  be, 
'■  In  Albione  at  thair  awin  libertie, 
"  At  sic  freindscliip  as  we  war  of  befoir, 
'•'  The  Romanes  durst  full  lytill  mak  sic  schoir,     20,490 
"  Bot  now,"  he  said  "  fairweill  ;  that  help  is  gone ! " 
Thus  secreitlie  oft  syis  he  maid  his  mone 
Vnto  him  self,  vpoune  the  same  maneir, 
Weipand  full  soir  that  pitie  Aves  till  heir. 
And  quhen  he  saw  that  thair  wes  no  remeid,       20,495 
With  sic  desyre  than  of  his  awin  deid, 
Vpone  ane  tyme  secreit  be  him  awin  sell, 
Gif  it  be  trew  I  hard  my  author   tell, 
In  his  wodneij  ane  lang  knyfe  furtli  he  drew, 
Quhairwith  richt  sone  him  awin  self  he  slew.      20,500 


Lib.7,f.l02. 
Col.  1. 
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How     VlCTOKYN,     HEIRAND      OF     THE       DeITH      OF 

Hargustus,  commandit  the  Pechtis  WNDER 
THE  Pane  of  Deith   that   tha    sould  mak 

NA   MA   KiNGIS   AGANE. 

This  Victoiyn,  quhen  he  hard  of  that  thing, 

The  greit  mischance  and  fortoun  of  that  king, 

And  how  he  had  maid  sic  ane  wickit  end, 

Rycht  sone  ane  herald  he  lies  to  thame  send. 

Commanding  thame  nane  be  so  pert  to  prewe,     20,505 

In  tyme  to  cum,  without  the  Romanes  leve, 

Of  thair  awin  blude  to  mak  ane  king  agane. 

In  pane  of  deid  and  wnder  na  les  pane. 

And  quhen  the  herald  had  maid  his  proclame. 

He  tuke  his  leif,  and  syne  he  sped  him  hame.       20,510 

How  the  Pechtis  crownit   ane   King   attouir 
forbidding, 

The   lordis  all  that  war  into   Pec[h]tland, 

That  tyme  wald  nocht  obtemper  his  command, 

The  quhilk  so  far  declynit  fra  the  rycht. 

Thair  hartis  war  so  full  of  pryde  and  hicht, 

Thair  curage  als  that  tyme  wes  so   quik,  20,515 

With  ane  consent  contempnit  that  edik. 

Syne  at  ane  counsall  in   Camelidone, 

Quhair  thai  convenit  in   the  tyme  ilkone. 

And  crownit   hes   ane  king  wes  callit  Drust, 

That  sone  and   air  wes   to  this  ilk   Hargust,         20,520 

Quhome  of  befoir  schort   quhile  I   maid  tow  kend 

Off  his  deidis  and  his  vnhappie  end. 

How  Victorin,  heiring  the   Pechtis  hes  maid 
ANE   King,    come   with    ane    greit   Armie 

VNWITTAND     OF    THE     PeCHTIS,     AND     SET    ANE 
GREIT    SeIG    to    the    ToUN    OF    CAMELIDONE. 

To  Victoryn  quhen  tliir  tydenis  wer  tald, 
Withoutin  hit  no  langar  than  he  wald 
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Mak  sojourning  ;  in  all  the  haist  he  mocht,  20,525 

Into  Pechtland  ane  greit  armie  he  brocht. 

This  new  maid  king  and  liis  lord  is  ilkone 

Remanand  war  into  Caraelidone, 

Takand  tliair  plesour  in  all  sport  and  play, 

Deliciouslie  in  meit  and  drink  allway,  20,530 

Or  thai  war  warnit  thair  be  ony  wicht, 

This  Vietoriu,  with  mony  Romane  knicht, 

Hes  vmbeset  thame  baitli  be  land  and  se, 

That  tha  had  nother  tyme  nor  place  to  fle. 

And  quhen  tha  wist  that  tha  micht  nocht  go        20,535 

hens, 
Stuffit  the  toun  and  maid  thame  for  defence  : 
Greit  stalwart  stonis  laid  vpone  the  wall, 
Drew  draw  briggis,  and  lute  portculteis  fall : 
Closand  the  portis  baith  be  land  and  se, 
Syne  forsit  thame  with  mony  stone  and  trie.        20,540 


How   VlCTORIN     SEIGIT'    AND   WAN     THE    ToUN     OF 

Camelidone, 

Be  that  the  Romanes  war  alreddie  boun, 

And  laid  ane  seig  evin  round  about  the  toun. 

Of  bowmen  bald  with  bent  bowis  in  hand, 

Syne  maid  ane  saike  baith  be  se  and  land. 

And  tha  within  hes  maid  defence  riclit  lano-  20,545 

Baith  arrowis  scliot,  and  greit  stonis  outslang 

Attouir  the  wall  that  wounder  wes  to  se  ; 

Als  thick  as  haill  the  braid  arrov/is  did  fle. 

The  Romanis  than  sic  prattik  had  in  weir, 

And  alss  tha  war  so  garnist  in  thair  geir,  20,550 

Of  instrumentis  richt  so  thai  had  no  fait. 

That  neidful  war  to  mak  saihie  or  salt ; 

And  Weill  tha  wist  that  thair  wes  gude  to  wyn. 

And  better  will,  thairfoir  or  tha  wald  blin, 
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Into  the  toun  thai  leit  tliame  tak  no  rest,  20,555 

Quhill  force  it  wes  to  tharae  syne  at  the  lest 
Gif  ouir  the  toun,  and  put  thame  in  thair  will, 
Quhat  euir  it  war  than  other  gucle  or  ill. 


How    YlCTORYN    BELT    THE    SpUL^E    OF    THE   ToUN 

to  the  romanis  and   send   the   king  of 
Pechtis  to  Rome. 

This  Victorin,  -  efter  the  toun  wes  wpi, 
All  gold  and  riches  that  he  fand  thairin,  20,560 

Withoutin  delay  he  lies  gart  in  that  tyde 
Richt  equalie  amang  his  men  diuyde. 
The  ioung  Drust  and  his  lordis  also 
War  principall,  he  hes  maid  thame  till  go, 
Fast  bund  in  band  to  Lundoun  toun  the  way,     20,565 
And  syne  to  Rome,  as  my  author  did  say, 
To  Cesar  send  and  put  into  his  will, 
Sic  auenture  dame  Fortoun  send  thame  till. 
Col.  2.       And  all  the  laif  that  he  fand  thair  that  tj'^me, 

As  pairtakaris  accusit  of  that  cryme,  20,570 

Sum  he  gart  hang,  and  vther  sum  he  gart  heid ; 
With  lytill  pley  thus  endit  all  that  pleid. 
So  war  tha  puneist  all  baith  les  and  moir. 
For  tha  war  fals  to  thair  freindis  befoir. 


How  Victorin  maid  Bondis  of  all  the  Pechtis. 

In  tyme  to  cum  that  thai  sould  nocht  rebell,         20,575 
This  Victorin,  as  my  author  did  tell, 
Hes  bondis  maid  of  all  the  nobill  blude. 
And  all  the  laive  put  in  vyle  servitude. 
At  his  plesour,  but  ony  dome  or  law. 
In  cart  and  wane  he  gart  thame  drag  and  20,580 

draw, 
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With  greit  displesour  and  with  mekle  pyne  ; 

Out  of  the  erth  tliai  gart  thame  metall  fyne, 

And  out  of  craigis  gart  thame  stonis  liew, 

And  euirilk  da  torment  thame  of  the  new. 

The  ferd  part  teirlie  of  thair  gude  alsua,  20,585 

To  procuratouris  of  Cesaris  gart  thame  pa ; 

Of  corne  and  crop,  of  cattell  and  of  stoir, 

Of  all  thair  wynning  sichke  les  and  moir, 

In  pane  of  deith,  gif  ony  wald  defraude, 

Or  war  so  pert  ane '  pennyworth  to  had.  20,590 

Syne  gart  thame  pas  richt  far  into  the  North, 

With  wyfe  and  barne  beyond  the  watter  of  Forth, 

Thair  to  remane  for  euir,  baith  man  and  page  ; 

Syne  to  the  Britis  gif  in  heretage 

The  landis  all  that  thai  had  in  the  South,  20,595 

Lyand  fra  Forth  southwart  to  Tuedis  mouth. 

Syne  efter  that  gart  big  into  that  tyde, 

Fra  Abircorne  vnto  the  mouth  of  Clyde, 

Of  erd  and  stone  ane  mekle  heiche  Strang  wall, 

With  fowseis  braid  that  war  rycht  deip  with  all,  20,600 

That  cassin  war  that  tyme  on  euerilk  syde 

The  Britis  fra  the  Pechtis  to  devyde. 

Syne  gaif  command  wnder  the  pane  of  deid, 

And  no  les  pane  nor  wanting  of  his  heid,  * 

That  ony  Pecht  sould  be  so  perth  to  preve,  20,605 

To  pas  that  wall  without  the  legatis  leve, 

Bot  all  thair  tyme  beyond  that  wall  remane. 

God  wait  or  noeht  gif  that  tha  sufferit  pane, 

In  langsum  lyfe  ^withoutin  libertie, 

Halding  thair  handis  to  the  hevin  on  hie,  20,610 

Cryand  of  Christ,  and  his  mother  also, 

Thame  to  deliuer  of  that  endles  wo, 

And  help  thame  out  of  all  that  cruell  pane. 

Or  in  this  warld  no  langar  to  remane  ! 

1  In  MS.  in. 
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For  tlia  war  puneist  in  that  tyme  so  soir,  20,ci5 

Aneucli  tha  said  for  all  the  fait  befoir, 
Tha[t]  tha  had  maid  in  breking  of  thair  band, 
Agane  the   Scottis  quhen  tha  take  on  hand 
For  to  be  fils  withoutin  caus  or  querrell, 
To  pleis  the  Ronianis,  lukand  to  no  perrell.  20,e2a 

As  ressone  wald  and  petie  als  thairfoir, 
Sen  thair  awin  wand  hes  dung  thame  than  so  soil-, 
Than  tyme  it  war  that  God  sonld  on  thame  rew, 
Sen  in  his  faith  tha  war  ay  leill  and  trew. 
In  this  wnrest  I  lat  thame  heir  remane,  20,625 

And  to  the  Scottis  turne  I  will  ajjane : 
Withoutin  lat  quha  lykis  now  till  heir 
Lil)  7,f.i02b.  Qf  aventuris  that  I  can  tell  perqueir, 

My  purpois  is  now  at  tliis  tyme  to  tell, 

The  fassoun  how  and  in  quhat  tyme  tlia  befell.     20,C3o 

Heir  efter  followis  how  the  Successioun  of 
Ethodeus  in  Denmark,   quhilk  wes    Bru- 

THER  to  EwGENIUS,  AND  OF  HIS  SONE  FER- 
gus ;  how  he  was  at  the  distructioun  of 
Rome,  and  of  his  cuming  in  Scotland. 

It  is  Weill  wist  how  gude  Ethodeus, 

That  bruther  wes  to  king  Eugenius, 

Be  Maximus  wes  baneist  Albione, 

In  Denmark  syne  for  to  remane  is  gone. 

For  caus  he  wes  cume  of  so  nobill  blude,  20,C35 

The  king  him  tretit  like  ane  man  of  gude, 

And  gaif  him  landis  quhair  he  had  most  levar. 

In  heretage  to  him  and  his  for  euir : 

Quhair  he  remanit  tliat  tyme  all  his  lyfe, 

In  greit  abundance  baitli  with  barne  and  wyffe.  20,eio 

Ane  sone  he  had,  quhilk  hecht  Fergus  to  luime, 

Borne  of  his  wyfe  or  that  he  come  fra  hame, 

Quhilk  wes  his  air  succei<land  in  his  steid, 

Ane  lytill  quhile  efter  his  ftitheris  deid 
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Spousit  ane  wyfe,  as  my  author  did  sa,  20,C45 

The  qiihilk  to  name  that  callit  was  Rocha, 

That  dochter  wes  to  nobill  Rorichus, 

The  grittest  lord,  my  storie  tellis  thus, 

In  all  Denmark  he  wes  except  the  king  ; 

He  weddit  liir  at  kirkdur  with  ane  ring.  20,650 

He  gat  on  hir  ane  sone  callit  Fergus, 

In  all  this  warld  wes  nane  mair  curious  ; 

Qnhilk  efterwart  tuke  greit  travell  and  pane, 

For  to  reskew  his  heretage  agane. 

As  I  to  low  sail  schaw  with  Goddis  grace,  2o,C55 

Heir  sone  efter  quhen  tyme  cum  is  and  place. 

How   Alaricus,   King  of    Gothis,   passit   with 

ANE     GREIT     ARMIE     OF    DAYNIS,    NoRROWAIS, 
GOTIS    AND    GeRMANIS   TO   RoME,    AND    .SEIGIT 

THE  TouN  OF  Rome,  and  sone  efter  wan  it 

AND   HELD   IT   AT  HIS   PlESOURE. 

In  this  same  tyme  the  men  of  Cithea, 

Of  Denmark,  Gothland  and  Sa[r]matia, 

Of  Germanie  als,  with  ane  will  and  consent, 

Agane  to  the  Romanes  all  to  the  weir  tha  went.    20,6G0 

Alaricus,  that  wes  of  Gothis  king. 

Had  all  his  ost  that  tyme  at  his  gyding, 

At  his  counsall  and  als  at  his  command, 

Ay  as  he  wald  to  weild  wnder  his  wand. 

The  haill  counsall  with  consent  of  the  lave,  2o,6Go 

As  principall  to  him  that  tyme  tha  gaif 

With  thair  consent  the  haill  authoritie, 

Of  all  the  laif  at  his  command  to  be. 


How  Fergus  was  maid  Captane  to  the  Danis, 

Out  of  Denmark  thair  wes  chosin  than, 

With  him  to  wend  richt  mony  nobill  man,  2o,e7o 

VOL.   II.  B 
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This  loung  Fergus,  of  quiiome  befoir  I  tald, 
Wes  chiftane  maid  that  wes  baith  big  and  bald, 
And  mony  Scot  with  him  that  tyme  is  gone, 
That  exidat  wer  out  of  Albione 
Col,  1,     Into  Denmark,  and  mony  vther  mo,  20,675 

With  loung  Fergus  that  tyme  wer  maid  to  go, 
With  him  to  byde  and  be   at  his  bidding, 
As  principall  nixt  Alaric  the  king. 
Of  thair  passage  this  wes  the  caus  and  quhy, 
Tha  had  the  Romauis  at  so  grit  invye,  20,C80 

That  throw  thair  pryde,    thair  power,  and   [thair] 

hicht, 
Ouir  all  this  warld  but  ony  caus   or  richt, 
With  injust  battell  spilt  sa  mekle  blude, 
Puttand  sa  mony  to  vyle  seruitude, 
And  mony  one  maid  exuU  for  to  be  20,G85 

In  vncouth  land,  richt  far  fra  hame  to  fle. 
At  thair  plesour  but  ony  caus  or  quhy. 
That  all  this  warld  culd  tharae  nocht  satisfie. 

How  Alaricus  wan  mony  Feild  in  Almany,  and 

SYNE    FINALLIE    SEIGIT   THE   TOUN   OF  RoME. 

Alaricus,  of  Gothis  that  wes  king, 

Furth  that  he  went  with  all  his  gay  gaddering ;    20,G90 

And  how  he  [fure]  adpertenis  nocht  to  me 

To  tell  this  tyme,  thairfoir  I  lat  it  be. 

It  wer  so  langsum  for  to  put  in  ryme, 

And  occupie  als  wald  sa  mekle  tyme, 

To  my  purpois  impediment  also,  20,C95 

Thairfoir  as  now  sic  thing  I  will  lat  go. 

^it  will  I  tell,  for  I  half  space  and  tume. 

How  efterwart  he  set  ane  seig  to  Rome. 

Efter  lang  battell  and  greit  victoria, 

Decrettit  lies  with  all  his  senieorie,  20,700 

To  Rome  ane  seig  richt  suddanelie  to  la ; 

And  so  he  did  sone  efter  one  ane  da, 
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With  all  devyiss  quhairby  he  mycht  prevaill, 

The  citie  scharplie  than  he  did  assaill, 

With  gun  and  gantie,  and  sic  ganand  geir,  20,705 

All  instrument  that  neidfuU  war  in  weir, 

With  bow  and  slung  to  cast  arrow  and  stone, 

Quliat  neidfull  war  thairof  tha  wantit  none. 

And  tha  witliin,  as  richt  weill  ma  be  kend, 

Wantit  richt  nocht  that  sould  ane  toun  defend,    20,710 

Quhilk  dantonnit  had  sa  mony  king  and  prince, 

War  put  that  tyme  into  so  hard  defence. 

And  sufFerit  lies  sic  outrage  and  ouirthraw, 

With  the  outwaill  than  of  this  warld  aw, 

That  neuir  sensyne  attenis  to  sic  gloir,  20,715 

Na  sic  honour  as  that  tha  had  befoir. 

To  tell  this  tyme  ouir  lang  it  war  to  me. 

The  gTit  mister  and  the  miseritie  ; 

Thair  is  no  clerk  can  write  with  pen  and  ink 

The  gi'eit  distress  tha  had  of  meit  and  drink,        20,720 

Within  the  toun  ane  weill  lang  tyme  thai  had, 

That  mony  one  of  mennis  flesche  wes  fed. 

The  mother  thocht  that  tyme  bot  lytill  harme, 

To  eit  hir  child  that  la  into  hir  arme ; 

No  tit  na  terrour  in  hir  mynd  it  kest  20,725 

To  eit  his  fiteis  that  suckit  hir  breist, 

And  in  hir  wame  for  to  ressaue  agane 

The  child  sclio  buir  with  grit  dolour  and  pane. 

With  so  greit  hunger  lang  tyme  in  the  toun, 

Tha  war  ouirset  and  brocht  to  confusioun  ;  20,730 

In  fait  of  meit  thair  deit  than  far  ma 

Within  the  toun,  nor  sword  or  knyfe  did  sla, 

How  Alaricus  wan    Rome   the    First    Da  of 
Aprile  the  ^eir  of  God  Four  hundreth 

AND   TUELF   tEIRIS. 

That  seig  it  lestit  till  ane  weill  lang  quhile,  Lib.7,f.i03, 

And  syne,  vpoun  the  first  day  of  Aprile,  ^ '   ' 

B  2 
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The  toun  wes  tane  with  greit  difficulties  20,735 

Quhair  mony  ane  was  maid  that  da  to  de. 

Four  hundreth  teir  it  wes  efter  also, 

That  Christ  wes  borne  tuelf  teiris  and  no  mo. 

Ane  thousand  zeir,  ane  hundreth  and  saxtie 

And  four  leiris  that  tyme  wer  passit  by,  20,740 

Fra  Romanes  first  foundit  had  the  toun, 

To  that  ilk  da  of  thair  confusioun. 

Tane  wes  the  toun  that  tyme  and  all  ouirharld, 

The  quhilk  throw  strenth  befoir  tuke  all  the  warld. 


How  Alaricijs,  efter  the  Toun  wes  tane,  gatf 
Command  to  abstene  fra  Slauchter,  and 
speciallie  in  the  Kirk. 

Alaricus,  quhen  that  the  toun  wes  tane,  20,745 

Richt  strait  command  lies  gevin  euirilk  ane, 

Fra  all  slauchter  that  tyme  for  till  abstene, 

In  sanctuar  siclyke  that  nane  war  sene, 

Fleand  folkes  thair  into  hurt  or  ska. 

No  spuke  mak  nor  tit  to  tak  no  pra.  20,750 

In  sanctuar  that  all  suld  be  maid  fre, 

Baitli  toung  and  aid  that  tuke  refuge  to  fie. 

At  his  command  tha  war  alreddie  boun, 

Syne  efter  that  the  spul^e  of  the  toun, 

To  all  his  men  wer  present  in  the  tyde,  20,755 

Richt  equalie  amang  thame  gart  diuyde. 

To  toung  Fergus  that  tyme  amang  the  laif 

Richt  larglie  of  that  spuke  he  gaif 

In  that  spuilie  thair  lie[s]  fell  to  his  part 

Ane  coui"tlie  kist  wes  closit  with  greit  art,  20,7C0 

Wes  full  of  bukis '  contenand  mony  storie, 

For  to  reduce  agane  into  memorie 


'  In  MS.  moni/. 
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The  greit  weiris  that  war  befoir  bygone, 

Of  the  Romanis  richt  lang  in  Albione, 

With  Britis,  Pechtis  and  Scottis  also  ;  20,765 

All  thir  war  thair  and  mony  vther  mo. 

Vpoune  this  kist  he  hes  maid  greit  expenss, 

For  to  be  keipit  with  greit  diligence. 

Syne  hame  with  him  he  brocht  in  Dania, 

With  gi'eit  travell  throw  all  Germania  ;  20,770 

Syne  efterwart  within  ane  litill  space, 

To  lona  Yle  in  ane  religious  place, 

Quhilk  callit  is  this  da  Ecollumkill, 

With  all  tha  buikis  tha  kist  hes  brocht  till, 

Thair  to  be  keipit  with  greit  diligence,  20,775 

That  men  efter  micht  haif  rememberance 

Of  this  Fergus  and  his  nobill  deid, 

Quha  hapnis  efter  of  sic  thing  to  reid. 

That  tyme  also  he  gart  put  in  memorie, 

His  elderis  deidis  writtin  in  ane  storie,  20,780 

Fra  thair  begynning  ay  wnto  tha  dais ; 

Syne  put  thame  all,  as  that  my  avithor  sais, 

For  to  be  keipit  in  Ecollumkill, 

Quhilk  to  this  da  remanand  ar  ^it  still. 

In  this  mater  I  will  no  moir  remane,  20,785 

Bot  to  my  storie  pas  I  will  agane. 

How  Alaricus  send    Fekgus  to  Cicilia   with 

ANE      GREIT      NaVIN,      AND      HE      LOISSIT      BE 
StORME    OF    THE    Se    THE    TUA   Part    OF    HIS 

schippis,    and    syne    returnit    agane    in 
Ytalie. 

The  thrid  day  efter  that  the  toun  wes  win, 

Alaricus,  or  he  wald  langar  blin, 

This  foirsaid  Fergus  causit  hes  to  ga  Col.  2, 

With  ane  greit  armie  in  Cicilia,  20,790 

For  to  subdew  that  leid  and  a[l]s  the  land. 

Him  to  obey  and  be  at  his  command. 
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Throw  aventure  of  stormis  in  the  se 

In  his  passage  so  troubht  than  wes  he, 

That  or  he  come  richt  lang  to  Cicill  cost,  20,795 

Of  his  naving  the  tua  part  neir  wes  lost. 

Him  self  also  into  that  tyme  wes  fane 

In  Ytalie  for  to  returne  agane. 

Or  he  come  thair  Alaricus  wes  deid, 

And  Ethaulphus  maid  king  into  his  steid,  30,800 

Quliilk  tretit  him  ane  king  as  he  had  bene. 

With  all  plesour  did  till  ane  prince  pertene. 

How  Fergus  tuke  his  Leif,  and  passit  Hame 
IN  Denmark  with  mony  riche  Reayaiid. 

Sone  efter  that  with  mony  riche  reward, 

He  tuke  his  leif  and  went  hame  with  his  gaird, 

Throw  Italic  and  throw  Germania,  20,805 

Syne  at  the  last  come  hame  in  Dania. 

At  his  plesom^  thair  will  I  leif  him  still  : 

Of  vther  mater  talk  ane  quhile  I  will. 

Of  '  THE  Fayth  of  Haly  Kirk  ;  of  Sanct 
Augustyne,  Ambros,  Hieronimus,  and  S. 
Martyne,  and  of  thair  Halienes  in  that 
Tyme. 

In  that  same  tyme  the  ftiith  of  halie  kirk 

Wes  maid  richt  cleir,  withoutin  ony  mh'k  20,810 

Of  all  errom'  that  lang  bcfoir  had  bene, 

Lyke  ony  sterne  than  wes  it  maid  to  schene, 

Clengit  richt  clene  of  all  errour  and  cryme, 

Be  halie  -  doctouris  that  war  in  that  tyme. 

Sanct  Augustyne  Aves  ane  into  tha  dais,  20,815 

Gif  it  be  suith  of  him  that  all  man  sais. 


'  In  MS.  Ill  that  name  tyme.  \      ^  In  MS.  dalie. 
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Riclit  mekill  error  in  his  tyme  confoundit, 

So  greit  science  and  faith  in  him  aboiindit, 

Baitht  naturall  and  of  diuinitie, 

Of  halie  kirk  the  strangest  wall  is  he.  20,820 

S[anct]  Ambros  a[l]s,  that  samin  tyme  to  conclude, 

In  sapience  and  als  in  sanctitude, 

Ouir  all  the  warld  he  schene  as  ony  sterne,  .    , 

That  euerie  man  thairby  micht  weill  decerne 

The  suith  fra  leis  without  difficultie  ;  20,825 

Of  halie  kirk  the  cheif  pillar  is  he. 

S[anct]  Jerome  a[l]s,  the  well  of  eloquence, 

Of  sanctitude  and  eik  of  sapience, 

As  the  bricht  sone  into  the  Orient, 

He  schend  als  cleir  and  in  the  Occident ;  20,830 

The  cheif  matres  of  all  moral  itie, 

Historiographe  of  halie  kirk  is  he. 

Sanct  Martyn  als  he  wes  into  tha  dais  ; 

And  Sanct  Niniane,  as  my  author  sais, 

Big  git  ane  kirk  than  into  Galdia,  20,835 

Quhilk  Quhitterne  now  is  callit  at  this  da. 

Ouir  lang  war  this  tyme  to  tell  tow  heir 

Thair  halines,   and  I  half  nocht  perqueir 

Thaii-  lyvis  all  writtin  in  my  buke, 

And  at  this  tyme  I  list  nocht  for  to  luke. '  20,840  T^ib- 7,  f.  losb. 

In  sic  reiding  I  will  nocht  now  remane, 

Bot  to  my  storie  turne  I  will  agane. 

How  THE  PeCHTIS  QUHILK  WAR  IN  VYLE  SeR- 
UITUDE,  HEIRAND  THE  StORIE  OF  THIS  FER- 
GUS, SEND  FOR  HIM  TO  CUM  IN  SCOTLAND  TO 
WIN   HIS   KiNRIK   AND   CrOUN. 

The  Pechtis  dalle  beand  soir  opprest 
With  seruitude,  and  erast  ay  the  best, 

'  In  MS.  tuke. 
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To  thair  power  wes  alway  importabill,  20,845 

With  greit  torment  quhilk  wes  intollerable. 

And  quhen  thai  hard  the  greit  distructione, 

Of  Rome  the  seiging  and  the  easting  doun, 

And  aLs  with  trew  men  in  the  t3ane  hard  tell, 

Agane  the  Romanes  mony  did  rebell,  20,850 

Perfitlie  as  tha  wnderstude  and  knew 

How  toung  Fergus,  of  quhome  Lefoir  I  schew, 

In  tha  weiris  sa  meikill  honour  wan, 

In  all  his  tyme  sen  first  weiris  began, 

Wes  neuir  proud  of  sic  auctoritie  20,800 

Moir  wirschip  wan,  nor  in  that  weir  wan  he. 

The  Pechtis  tuke  greit  plesouT*  of  that  thing. 

Because  he  wes  apperand  air  and  king 

Of  Scottis,  and  of  Scotland  for  to  bruik  the  croun, 

That  flemit  war  out  of  thair  awin  regioun  ;  20,860 

Traistand  throw  him  and  his  auctoritie. 

Of  seruitude  for  to  deliuerit  be. 


How  THE  Pechtis  send  ane  Herald  to  Fekgus. 

Thairfoir  ane  herald  secreitlie  tha  send, 

With  humbill  mynd  and  hartlie   recommend ; 

Beseikand  him  that  he  wald  mak  prepair  20,865 

In  Albione  sen  he  wes  prince  and  air  ; 

And  thoclit  thair  fatheris  of  befoir  wer  fals, 

Ane  part  of  thame  that  levand  than  war  als 

Onto  the  Scottis  quhilk  wes  to  thame  so  trew, 

FtiU  sair  sen  syne  that  micht  tha  ilkane  rew        20,870 

Thair  awin  deid  had  puneist  thame  so  sou*. 

Beseikand  him  richt  hartfuUie  thairfoir, 

For  to  remit  all  malice  and  invye, 

And  aU  injure  befoir  wes  passit  by  ; 

And  plesit  him  to  cum  in  Albione,  20,875 

His  croun  and  kinrik  for  to  reskew  agone. 
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Traist  weill  he  sould  half  tliair  help  aud  supple. 

In  Ills  querrell  tha  sould  all  erar  de, 

Out  of  the  feild  or  tha  sould  fle  him  fro, 

And  follow  him  quhair  euir  he  list  till  go.  20,880 


How  Fergus  promist  to  the  Pechtis   to  cum 
IN  Scotland,  and  first  or  he  wald   tak 

THAT     JORNAY     ON   HaND,     HE     SEND    TO     ALL 
THE    SCOTTIS   IN   OTHER   PARTIS   TO   WIT  THAIR 

Mynd. 

This  loung  Fergus  quhen  that  he  vnderstode 

That  thair  desyre  wes  honorable  and  gude, 

He  thankit  thame  richt  oft  of  thair  gude  will, 

Sayand  he  sould  all  thair  desyre  fulfill. 

Sone  efterwart,  quhen  he  his  tyme  micht  se,         20,880 

As  he  had  said  traist  weill  it  sould  so  be.  Col.  2. 

^it  thocht  he  nocht  that  pui'pois  till  persew, 

Quhill  he  perfytlie  wnderstude  and  knew 

Gif  all  the  Scottis  thairof  wald  be  content. 

In  that  mater  to  wit  quhat  that  tha  ment,  20,890 

On  to  the  Scottis  war  in  Ybernia, 

Orkna,  the  Ylis,  and  in  Norma, 

His  secreit  seruandes  he  hes  send  thame  till, 

In  that  mater  to  wit  quhat  war  thair  will. 

How     ALL     THE     ScOTTIS     THAT    WAR     IN     SINDRIE 

Pairtis  promittit  to  Fergus  to  tak   his 
Part  baith  in  Lyffe  and  Deid. 

The  Scottis  all,  perfitlie  quhen  tha  knew  20,895 

That  Fergus  will  and  mynd  wes  to  persew 

His  heretage,  as  I  haif  to  tow  tald, 

Amang  thame  all  wes  nother  loung  nor  aid 

Promittit  nocht  in  his  querrell  toh, 

Or  to  reskew  baith  land  and  libertie  ;  20,900 
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Thankand  greit  God  that  send  to  thame  sic  one. 

Witli  this  ansuer  the  herald  hame  is  gone. 

All  thair  proniit  he  schew  till  him  perqueir, 

Ilk  word  by  word  as  I  half  said  tow  heir. 

^it  neuirtheles  toimg  Fergus  did  remane  20,905 

Still  in  Denmark,  quhill  that  he  hard  agane 

On  fra  the  Pechtis  sum  vther  tydenis  new, 

Or  he  that  purpois  forder  wald  persew. 

Stone  still  he  la  and  schupe  nocht  for  to   steir, 

Quhill  efterwart  hapnit  as  le  sail  heir.  20,910 


How  Martius  the  Legat   was   slane  be   Gra- 

TIAN,     AND     IN     HIS      PlACE      ENTERIT      CoN- 
STANTYNE,       QUHILK     WES      SLANE     EFTER      IN 

Gallia,  and  than  Victorin  tuke  all  the 
CuiR  in  Britane. 

This  Martius  of  quliome  befoir  I  schew, 

Bot  schort  quhile  syne  wes  legat  as  ye  knew, 

Into  Britane  richt  suddanelie  wes  slane 

Than  be  ane  Brit  wes  callit  Gratiane. 

Efter  his  deith  the  Romanis  in  Britane,  20,915 

Ane  vther  legat  half  tha  chosin  than. 

The  quhilk  to  name  wes  callit  Constantyne, 

In  Gallia  that  efter  passit  syne, 

And  slane  he  wes  thair  be  Constantius 

Fra  Cesar  send  callit  Honorius.  20,920 

In  Eborac,   the  legat  Victoryne, 

Quhen  that  he  knew  that  slane  wes  Constantyne, 

To  Lundoun  toun  he  passit  to  remane, 

And  dalie  had  greit  travell  and  grit  pane 

At  Romane  faith  the  Britis  to  contene,  20,925 

In  that  same  tyme  as  my  author  did  mene. 

The  Pechtis  sone  efter  that  this  wes  done, 

Knowand  for  thame  that  tyuig  wes  oportune, 
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Ane  herald  sone  to  ^oiing  Fergus  [tlia]  send, 

Quliilk  schew  to  him  ilk  word  fra  end  to  end,     20,930 

With  circumstance  at  lenth  and  greit  laseir, 

In  forme  and  sett  as  I  half  said  tow  heir ; 

Exhortand  him,  sen  tyme  wes  oportune. 

In  Albioun  that  he  wald  speid  him  sone,  Lib.7,f.  io4. 

His  heretage  agane  for  till  reskew.  20,935 

Traist  weill,  tha  said,  that  tha  sould  all  be  trew 

In  that  querreU,  and  erar  suffer  to  deid, 

Of  that  injure  or  tha  gat  nocht  remeid, 

Of  mekle  wrang  with  sic  calamitie, 

Vyle  seruitude  and  greit  miseritie,  20,910 

So  wranguslie  on  thame  the  Romanis  wrocht  ; 

And  als  thairwith  gif  that  he  traistit  nocht 

To  that  tha  said  wes  suith  and  verriement, 

Tha  suld  be  sworne  all  by  the  sacrament 

In  sanctuar,  be  euerie  bell  and  bulk,  20,940 

Quhill  thai  micht  all  thair  heltht  and  lyvis  bruke, 

Tha  sould  be  trew,  thairof  half  he  no  dreid. 

In  tyme  to  cum  baith  into  word  and  deid. 


How  touNG  Fergus   come   furth  of  Denmark 

WITH     ane     greit     ArMIE     IN     SCOTLAND    TO 

reskew  his  Right. 

Than  toung  Fergus,  quhen  that  he  hard  and  knew 

Thair  will  wes  gude,  trowand  tha  suld  be  trew,  20,950 

And  als  thair  with  he  had  sic  appetyte. 

So  greit  desyre  with  curage  and  delyte, 

Eor  to  conqueis  his  kinrik  and  his  croun, 

In  srudlie  haist  than  lies  he  maid  him  boun. 

With  schip  and  boit,  with  bark  and  ballingar,      20,955 

With  carvaill,  craik,  haifand  baith  saill  and  air, 

Ane  greit  navin  he  furneist  to  the  se, 

With  men  and  meit,  and  with  artal^erie. 
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He  sparit  noclit  that  tyme  for  no  expeus, 

Pairt  of  his  awin,  and  part  of  his  prince ;  20,960 

Riclies  he  had  of  gold  and  vther  geir, 

That  he  befoir  had  wyn  into  the  weir ; 

Bot  most  of  all  wes  he  suppleit  than 

Be  his  grandschir,  quhilk  wes  the  gi'ittest  man 

In  all  Denmark  that  tyme  except  the  king,  20,965 

Quhilk  fortifeit  this  Fergus  in  all  thing, 

With  greit  plesour  evin  at  his  awin  intent. 

Syne  on  ane  da  to  schipburd  all  tha  went ; 

The  wynd  wes  fair,  and  tha  leit  saillis  fall, 

And  saillit  furth  ouir  mony  wyndy  wall;  20,970 

With  greit  tranquill  of  Neptune  in  the  tyde, 

Lord  Eolus  richt  fanelie  did  thame  gyde, 

Fra  thair  passage  efter  the  auchtane  da, 

All  in  the  firth  than  of  Morauia. 

Sura  set  to  schoir  and  vther  sum  to  sand ;  20,975 

Sum  with  thair  boittis  passit  all  to  land. 

how  the  scottis  come  to  fergus  fra  sindrie 
Partis. 

Fra  it  wes  knawin  he  wes  cumin  thair, 
Fra  all  pairtis  that  tyme  baith  les  and  mair, 
The  Scottis  gatherit  to  him  da  by  da, 
Sum  fra  the  Ylis,  sum  fra  Ybernia ;  20,980 

Fra  Orkna  als  richt  mony  men  of  gude. 
Wes  neuir  nane  that  wes  of  Scottis  blude, 
That  tarie  maid  quhen  that  tha  hard  sic  thing, 
That  he  wes  cumit  the  quhilk  sould  be  thair  king. 
Col.  2.     With  wyffe  and  barnis,  insicht  and  all  stoir,         20,985 
Tha  come  to  him  richt  glaidlie  les  and  moir, 
In  that  beleif  for  to  sit  domi  agane, 
Quhair  thair  fatheris  war  wont  for  to  remane. 
Tha  thocht  na  perrell  sic  prattik  to  preve, 
In  ^oung  Fergus  tha  had  so  gude  beleve.  20,990 
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How  THE  Pechtis,  heirand   of  Fergus  cuming, 

CROWNIT  ANE  KiNG,  AND  SYNE  SEND  TO  FER- 
GUS AND  RENEWIT  THE  BAND  BETUIX  THAME 
AND   THE   SCOTTIS. 

The  Pechtis  als  of  this  cuming  wes  proude, 

Traistand  agane  rich[t]  suddantlie  tha  soud 

Fra  seruitude  and  bondage  be  maid  fre, 

And  to  releve  agane  to  libertie. 

In  that  beleif  thai  haif  crownit  ane  king,  20,995 

Syne  send  richt  sone  withoutin  tareing 

Ambassadouris,  the  quhilk  war  men  of  gude, 

That  wysast  war  and  of  the  nobill  blude, 

To  this  Fergus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  schew, 

The  band  agane  and  peice  for  till  renew,  21,000 

And  euermoir  betuix  thame  trewis  tak. 

Syne  at  thair  will  ane  mendis  for  to  mak 

Of  the  greit  fait  thair  fatheris  maid  befoir, 

Efter  thair  power  all  thing  to  restoir ; 

Beseikand  him  that  tyme  to  tak  na  cuir  21,005 

Of  all  the  wrang,  the  harmis  and  injure, 

Wes  done  to  thame  with  Hargustus  thair  king. 

Him  self  thai  said  wes  wjat  of  all  that  thing, 

And  nane  vther  thair  wes  to  wyit  bot  he  ; 

Quhairfoir,  tha  said,  his  greit  iniquitie  21,010 

Richt  sone  efter  turnit  him  to  teyne. 

And  all  the  laif  sen  syne  richt  soir  to  meyno, 

Sen  thai  war  puneist  for  thair  fait  so  soir. 

Beseikand  him  for  to  remord  na  moir 

Of  sic  injure,  bot  lat  it  all  pas  by,  21,015 

But  ony  yre,  malice  or  invye  ; 

And  to  convene  in  siclike  vnitie, 

As  thair  fatheris  befoir  had  wont  to  be, 

Aorane  the  Romanes  wes  thair  felloun  fa. 

Richt  Weill  tha  wist,  tha  said,  aud  he  did  sua,     21,020 
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Amang  tliame  self  and  tha  wald  all  be  trew, 
Richt  eitli  it  war  agane  for  to  reskew 
Than  all  thair  riclit  out  of  the  Romanes  handis, 
Considderand  in  all  pairb  out  it  standis, 
With  richt  trew  men,  tha  said,  tha  haif  hard  tell  21,025 
Agane  the  Romanes  mony  did  rebell ; 
So  far  contempnit  wes  thair  majestie, 
In  Albione  tha  micht  send  no  supple, 
Tha  wist  richt  weill,  other  les  or  moir, 
As  tha  war  wont  in  tyme  bigane  befoir.  21,030 

Tha  knew  also  the  Britis  had  ane  ee 
With  greit  desyre  agane  to  libertie ; 
And  sen  it  wes  thair  tyme  wes  oportune. 
Col  S^^      Beseikand  him  richt  suddantlie  and  sune. 

Sic  cuir  on  him  that  he  wald  wndertak,  21,035 

With  quhat  conditioun  that  he  pleis  to  mak. 


How  Fergus  maid  Ansuer  to  the  Herald. 

This  ilk  Fergus,  haiffand  auctoritie, 

Be  wyse  counsall  of  greit  maturitie, 

Of  his  lordis  richt  plesand  and  benyng, 

Sic  ansuer  maid  agane  wnto  that  thing.  21,040 

Sayand  he  wald  at  thair  plesour  fulfill 

All  the  desyre  that  tha  had  laid  him  till ; 

So  that  tha  wald  resing  into  thair  handis. 

Without  alledgeance  all  and  haill  tha  landis 

In  heretage  thair  eldaris  had  befoir,  21,045 

Withoutin  sturt  agane  for  to  restoir. 

Of  that  conditioun  tha  soiild  reddie  be, 

In  just  battell  all  on  ane  da  to  de. 

Or  ellis  tha  sould  agane  to  thame  restoir 

Thair  libertie  siclike  as  of  befoir.  21,050 
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How  THE  PECHTIS  COME  TO  FERGUS  GRANTAND 
HIS  DeSYRE,  and  RENEWIT  THE  BAND  BETUIX 
THAME   AGANE. 

With  this  ansuer  tha  passit  hame  agane, 

Qiihairof  the  Pechtis  joyfull  war  and  fane. 

Syne  king  and  lordis  come  all  on  ane  da, 

To  this  Fergus  into  Morauia, 

Oft  tliankand  him  with  all  humanitie,  21,055 

So  far  for  thame  he  saillit  ouir  the  se 

Into  wynter,  haifand  no  dreid  of  perrell, 

So  kynd  he  wes  to  thame  into  that  querrell. 

And  moir  kyndnes  than  I  half  said  tow  lieir, 

Tha  schow  to  him  no  I  can  tell  perqueir,  21,ogo 

The  band  also  that  tyme  tha  did  renew, 

And  ilk  ane  swoir  to  vther  till  be  trew ; 

And  all  injure,  rancour  and  invye, 

For  to  postpone,  foriet  and  lat  pas  by. 

Than,  to  conferme  all  that  tha  said  befoir,  21,og5 

The  Scottis  all  thai  did  agane  restoir 

To  their  steidis,  all  that  war  fra  thame  tane. 

In  quhonie  befoir  thair  fatheris  duelt  ilkane. 

The  strenthis  als  that  war  into  thair  liandis, 

Restorit  thame  agane  with  all  the  landis  ;  21,070 

Than  war  thai  maid  that  samin  tyme  als  fre 

Into  Scotland  as  thai  war  wont  to  be. 

How  ALL  THE  ScOTTIS  PASSIT  TO  ArGATILL.  AND 
CROWNIT   THIS   ILK   FERGUS   TO   BE   KiNG. 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  the  Scottis,  to  fulfill 

That  tha  had  said,  went  all  to  Argatill, 

And  set  this  Fergus  on  the  marbell  stone  ;  21,075 

Syne  with  consent  of  all  wes  thair  ilkone. 

In  rob  royall  with  sceptour,  croun  and  ring, 

Tha  crownit  him  of  Scottis  to  be  king. 

Fourtie  ^eir  and  foure  also  bygone, 

Efter  that  Scottis  war  flemit  Albione  ;  2i,080 
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The  leir  of  God,  tuentie  and  tua  also, 
Col.  2.     And  four  hundretht  witlioutin  ony  mo, 

Sevin  liundreth  leir  and  sewintie  alss  bygone, 
Sen  first  Fergus  wes  king  in  Albione. 

How    Fergus     wan    the    Strenthis    fra    the 

ROMANIS. 

This  beand  done  he  raid  ouir  all  his  landis ;         2i,085 

The  strenthis  all  war  in  the  Eomanis  handis, 

Contrair  thair  will  on  force  thair  hes  he  tane, 

Syne  leit  thame  pas  vnharmit  hame  ilkane 

To  Victoryn,  quliilk  schew  to  him  full  sone, 

At  lenth  all  thing  as  ^e  haif  hard  wes  done.        21,090 

How    Victorynus    send    ane    Herald   to    the 
Pechtis. 

Quhairof  he  wes  commouit  than  richt  far, 

Traistand  richt  sone  that  it  sould  turne  to  war. 

With  prouisioun  that  he  doucht  to  mak. 

He  sped  him  sone  that  tyme  to  Eborac ; 

Syne  suddantlie  ane  herald  hes  he  send  21,095 

Wnto  the  Pechtis  wicht  prattik  till  pretend, 

Richt  wyslie  than  for  to  lat  thame  wit. 

With  greit  requeist  and  mony  fair  promit, 

Of  land  and  law,  and  libertie  agane, 

At  Romane  faith  so  that  tha  wald  lemane,  21,100 

And  leve  the  Scottis  that  war  thair  felloun  fa  ; 

Richt  Weill  he  wist,  and  tha  wald  nocht  do  sua, 

Sone  efterwart  quhen  thai  thair  tyme  mycht  se, 

Quhen  euir  it  war  and  thai  mycht  maisteris  be, 

Tha  sould  revenge  with  all  power  tha  mocht        21,105 

The  grit  injure  the  quhilk  to  thame  wes  wrocht 

Be  lour  fatlieris,  bot  schort  quhile  of  befoir, 

Quliilk  in  thair '  mynd  remanes  tit  full  soir. 
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"  That  rancour  is  so  rowstit  in  tbair '  liart, 

"  With  sic  niittis  festnit  fast  inwart,  21,110 

"  And  in  thair  breist  bowdin  with  sic  ane  blast, 

"  That  force  it  is  it  man  out  at  the  last. 

"  And  thocht  tha  gif  ^ow  fair  langage  as  now, 

"  In  thaine  is  nother  for  to  trest  nor  trow. 

"  Tha  ar  the  leid  culd  neuir  ^it  be  leill  21,115 

"  For  band  or  aith,  for  saw  or  tit  for  seill. 

"  Quhen  euir  tha  list  tha  find  ane  cans  to  "brek ; 

"  Thair  lawtie  ay  wes  bot  litill  effect. 

"  We  war  neuir  fals  nor  lit  culd  neuir  fen^ie  ; 

"  And  gif  le  think  that  te  half  caus  to  plen^ie,  21^120 

"  In  ony  thing  tliat  we  liaif  low  offendit, 

"  At  tour  ain  will  it  salbe  weill  amendit." 

How    THE    Pechtis    wald    nocht    consent    to 

BREK   FRA   THE   SCOTTIS   FOR   NA   ReQUETST   OF 
THE   RoMANE   LeGAT. 

Quhen  this  wes  said  that  I  half  said  and  mair, 

The  Pechtis  all  that  present  than  wes  thair, 

Bayth  king  and  counsall  that  tyme  gude  and  ill,  21,125 

For  na  requeist  that  micht  be  maid  thairtill  Lib.  7,  f.  103. 

Wald  nocht  consent,  bot  said  tha  wald  defend 

Thame  selffis  and  Scottis  to  thair  lyvis  end. 

And  ay  to  thame  for  to  be  leill  and  trew  ; 

That  tha  war  fals  to  thame  that  micht  tha  rew.  21,130 

Thair  awin  wand  lies  dung  thame  than  so  soir, 

In  tyme  to  cum  tha  wald  be  fals  no  moir  ; 

Na  lippin  nocht  in  him  that  wes  so  sle, 

That  put  thame  all  in  sic  miseritie, 

At  his  plesour,  but  ony  caus  or  quhy,  21,135 

Aganis  thame  wrocht  all  tyme  so  wrangusly. 

And  of  ane  thing  tha  said  he  sould  be  suir, 

Tha  sould  revenge  all  harmes  and  injure 

That  he  had  wrocht  agane  thair   libertie, 

Or  all  atonis  on  ane  da  sould  de.  21,140 

'  In  MS.  your. 
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Heir   followis  the  Ordour  and  the  Maner 

OF     THE     GREIT    BATTELL     BETUIX    ViCTORYN, 

the  Roman  Legat,  and  Fergus,  the  King 
OF  Scottis,  avith  Help  of  the  Pechtls. 

Quhen  this  was  schawin  befoir  this  Yictoryn, 

Tliat  tha  wald  noclit  to  his  willis  inclyne, 

Than  ^  all  .the  power  he  micht  be  that  da, 

Fiftie  thousand,   as  my  author  did  sa, 

In  curage  cleir  he  had  at  liis  command,  21,145 

Quhome  with  richt  sone  he  come  into  Pechtland. 

Ouir  Carroun  flude,  neirby  Camelidone, 

Thair  he  remanit  with  his  men  ilkone. 

Than  king   Fergus,  herand  that  he  was  thair, 

With  all  his  power  that  tyme  les  and  mair,         21,150 

And  king  of  Pechtis,  for  tha  war  in  the  north, 

Tha  passit  sone  attouir  the  watter  of  Forth, 

With  mony  berne  that  war  baith  bald  and  wicht. 

Syne  in  the  morning,  or  tha  micht  se  licht, 

Or  at  the  nicht  departit  fra  the  da,  2i,io5 

In  ray  it  battell  quhair  the  Roman  is  la, 

With  birny,  brasar,  bricht  brand  and  braid  sclieild. 

On  fit  and  hors  thair  half  thai  tane  the  feild. 

This  Victoryn,  that  weill  thair  cuming  knew, 

As  of  befoir  his  spyis  to  him  schew,  2 1,1  go 

He  put  his  men  nil  reddie  in  array, 

Bydand  battell  ane  litill  forrow  day. 

Quha  had  bene  thair  that  tyme  for  till  haif  scne 

Thair  semelie  schroud  likeas  siluer  schene, 

Thair  baneris  bricht,  that  wer  all  browdin  new,  21.1 65 

Thair  staitlie  stand ertis  of  mony  diuerss  hew, 

With  trumpet,  talburne,  and  Avith  cLnrione  cleir, 

And  buglis  blast  that  hiedeous  wes  till  lieir. 

The  bowmen  bald  syne  enterit  in  the  feild  ; 

Thair  schuitting  scharp  lies  persit  mony  scheild.    21,170 
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The  fedderit  flanis  than  tha  flew  so  thik, 

Quhair  euir  tha  hit  tha  markit  in  the  quik, 

Out-throw  thair  birneis  bait  or  tha  wald  blin, 

Syne  throw  thair  breist  tha  maid  the  blude  to  rin. 

The  men  of  armes  interit  in  the  feikl  21,175 

With  sic  ane  rousche,  quhill  mony  targe  and  scheild 

At  thair  counter  all  to  pecis  claue  ; 

Sa  mony  duchtie  to  the  grund  tha  draue. 

Into  that  stour  that  stalwart  wes  and  Strang, 

With  egir  will  and  force  thai  faucht  so  lang,         21,180 

That  Carroun  water,  quhilk  wes  neir  thame  than,  Col.  2. 

Into  that  tyme  all  of  reid  blude  it  ran. 

So  feill  slauchter,  as  my  author  did  mene, 

Into  ane  feild  befoir  wes  semdill  sene. 

But  victorie  tha  faucht  ay  still  quhill  none  ;         21,180 

Syne  at  the  last  ane  schour  of  haill  full  sone, 

Als  mark  as  midnicht  fra  the  hevin  discendit. 

That  baith  the  pairteis  gritlie  lies  offendit. 

In  fait  of  licht  micht  nane  ane  vther  se, 

Bot  drew  abak  and  leit  the  battell  be.  21,190 

How    THE   ROMANIS   AND    THE   AlBIONIS  ABSTENIT 
LANG   EFTER    FRA   WeIR. 

This  bergane  wes  so  bludie  to  thame  baith, 

On  euerie  syid  tha  gat  sa  mekle  skaith, 

That  lang  efter,  as  my  author  did  mene, 

That  baith  the  pairteis  did  fra  the  weir  abstene. 

This  Victory ne,  syne  on  the  other  da,  21,195 

No  langar  baid  bot  passit  hame  his  wa, 

With  the  few  folk  wes  left  to  him  vnslane, 

To  Lundoun  toun  quhair  that  he  did  remane. 

The  strenthis  all  he  hes  gart  stuf  alsua 

Into  Pechtland  and    in  Saluria  ;  21,200 

And  als  the  laif  of  landis  les  and  moir, 

To  Scot  and  Pecht  that  did  pertene  befoir. 

c  2 
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Fergus  siclike,  qulieii  that  he  saw  and  knew 

Thair  power  was  so  brokin  of  the  new, 

In  that  battell  tha  had  sa  mony  slane,  21,205 

And  wes  ouir  few  for  to  gif  feild  agane  ; 

Thairfoir  tlia  kest  the  best  way  that  mycht  be, 

The  land  tha  had  to  bruik  with  liber  tie  ; 

And  in  the  tyme  the   pepill  for  to  leir 

Vse  and  prattik  of  battell  and  of  weir,  21,210 

And  all  sic  thing  that  neidfuU  war  to   ken, 

Quhill  that  toung  childer  grew  vp  and  war  men; 

Syne  effcerwart   qnlien  tyme  wes    to   persew, 

Thair  heretage  agane  for  till  reskew. 

How  THE  PeCHTIS  war  OF  SIC  MULTITUDE  THAIR 
AWIN  LANDIS  MIGHT  NOCHT  SUFFICE  THAME, 
QUHAIRFOIR   THAIR    DUELT   MONY    IN   AtHOILL. 

That  tyme  the   Peehtis,   as  my   author  menit,       21,215 

Sa  mony   war  tha  micht  nocht  be   sustenit 

In  Othylyn  and  in  Orestia, 

In   Ernywall  and  into   Gowria  ; 

Quhairfoir  that  tyme   wes  grantit  thame  to  daell, 

Alhaill   the  landis   callit  is   Athoile.  21,220 

Ane  lang  quhill  thair   than  that  tha   did   remane, 

Quhill  conqueist  wes   thair  awin  landis  agane, 

The  quhilk  that  lay  besouth  the  watter  of  Forth, 

Sua  lang  tha  duelt  that  tyme  into  the  north. 

Lib.7,  f.l05b.  HoW    ViCTORYNE     GART    MEND    THE    WALL    FRA 

^^^'  ^'  Abircorne  to   Clyde. 

In  that  same   tyme,  as   le   sail  wnderstand,  21,225 

This  Victorin  lies  giffin  strait  command. 

Without  delay  no  langar  to   abyde, 

The  wall  wes   biggit  to   the  mouth  of  Clyde 

Fra  Abircorne   riclit  sone  for  to  compleit, 

In  euerie  place  quhair  foltis  war  to  beit,  21,230 
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Fi'ca  Scot  and  Peclit  the  Britis  to  defend, 

Eiclit  sone  efter  thair  purpois  tha  pretend. 

Syne  craftismen  for  to  compleit  that  wall, 

In  sindrie  pairtis  semlit  lies  thame  all, 

And  stankis  kest  that  war  baith  wyde  and  21,235 

deip. 
And  men  of  weir  the  craftismen  to  keip, 
Fra  Scot   and   Pecht  that  thai  sould  talc  na  skayth. 
Bot  sone  efter,  of  Scot  and  Peclitis  baith. 


How  THE  SCOTTIS  SLEW  ALL  THAME  THAT  WAR 
SET  TO  BIG  THIS  WALL,  AND  xVLL  THAME  THAT 
WAR   PUT    THAIR    TO    KEIP    THAME. 

Ane  multitude   convenit  in  the  tyme, 

With  thair  chiftane  the  quhilk  wes  callit  Gryme,  21.210 

And  suddantlie,  as  my  author  me   schew, 

Thair  craftismen  and  nil  the  laif  tha  slew. 

Syne  in  the  boundis  that  war  neirhand  by, 

Tha  raisit  fyre  with  mony  schout  and  cry  ; 

Greit  spulte  maid  ouir  all  baith  far  and  neir       21,245 

Of  men  and  beist,  that  wounder  wes  to  heir  ; 

Brocht  hame  with  thame  so  greit  ane  multitude 

Off  gold  and  siluer  and  of  other  gude. 

This  nobiU  Grym,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 

As  that  my  author  dois  me  mentioun  mak,  21,250 

Borne  that  he  wes  ane  man  of  Dacia, 

Of  Algone  als  wes  his  familia, 

Ane  Scot,  quhilk  wes  borne  of  the  royall  blude. 

His  father  wes,  quhilk  wes  ane  man  of  gude, 

And  his  mother  ane  greit  nobiU  alsua,  21,255 

Ane  lordis    dochter  wes  in  Dania  ; 

And  lie  himself,  as  2e  sail  wnderstand, 

Had  to  his  wyfe  ane  ladie  of  that  land, 

Quhilk  buir  to  him  ane  virgin  amorus, 

That  quene  wes  than  to  this  ilk  king  Fergus  ;     21,200 
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Quliilk  buir  to  him,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

Or  he  and  scho  come  furth  of  Dania, 

Thre  loung  sonnis  richt  plesand  and  prechiir. 

The  eldest  sone  and  his  apperand  air, 

Callit  he  wes  to  name  Eugenius,  21,205 

The  thrid  Constant,'   and  the  secund  Dongaras  ; 

Of  thair  deidis  efter,  be  Goddis  gi'ace, 

I  sail  scliow  50W  quhen  I  haif  tyvae  and  place. 

How  THE  SCOTTIS  THAT  WAR   DISPERSIT   IN  SINDRIE 

Landis,  heirand  OF  King  Fergus,  come  Hajvie 
ALL  agane  in  Scotland. 

In  this  same  tyme  that  1  haif  schawin  heir, 
Fra  sindrie  landis  ouir  all  far  and  neir,  21,270 

As  Spanie,   Spruiss,  and  eik   Germania, 
Fra  Ytalie  and  Poi'tingalia, 
Richt  mony  Scot  herand  of  FergTis  fame, 
In  Albione  to    Fermis  than  come  liame 
Col.  2.      In  his  support,  and  for  to  mak  supple  21,275 

For   to  reskew  thair  land  and  libertie, 
Quhilk  fra  thair  ftitheris  reft  wes  of  befoir ; 
All  in  ane  will  at  that  tyme  les  and  moir, 
In  his  querrell  baith  for  to  leve  and  de. 
And  of  the  Romanis  to  revengit  be.  2i,2S0 

How  Fergus  ressauit  all  the  Scottis  thank- 

FULLIE   THAT    COME   HAME  AGANE. 

Of  thair  cuming  so  hie  his  curage  rais, 

For  to  revenge  him  that  tyme  of  his  fais, 

Sone  efter  that  he  hes  send  one  ane  da, 

Ane  greit  armie  into  Saluria, 

Quhilk  enterit  in  with  greit  anger  and  yre  21,285 

Amang  the  Britis,  baith  with  blude  and  fyre. 
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The  Romanis  than,  that  knew  thair  cuuiing  \veill, 

Ane  greit  power,  in  planeplait  of  steill, 

Gaif  thame  l)attell  richt  pertlie  on  ane  plane  ; 

On  euerilk  syde  thair  wes  richt  mony  slane.         21,290 

Sa  lang  tha  faucht  thir  worthie  men  and  wycht. 

But  victorie  quhill  twynnit  thame  the  nycht. 

In  that  semblie  so  mony  than  wes  slane, 

That  euerie  syde  refusit  to  fecht  agane. 

That  samin  nicht,  als  far  as  tha  micht  wyn,         21,295 

Ilkone  fra  vther  di-awin  lies  in  twyn. 

Syne  on  the  morne,  richt  sone  or  it  wes  da, 

Baitli  Scot  and  Pecht  lies  left  Saluria, 

And  in  thai  boundis  wald  11a  langar  byde. 

Or  dreid  the  Komanis  on  the  vther  syde,  21,300 

Thair  power  dalie  sould  grow  and  incres. 

And  thairis  ay  be  menist  and  maid  les  ; 

And  of  the  teir  it  wes  so  lait  also, 

Quhill  efterwart  that  wynter  wer  ago, 

This  king  Fergus  and  all  his  men  ilkone,  21,305 

The  narrest  way  to  Argatill  ar  gone, 

At  his  plesour  thair  to  remane  and  byde, 

Quhill  efterwart  into  the  sjonmer  tyde. 

That  men  for^   cald  micht  walk  vpone  the  plane, 

And  ganand  tyme  for  to  mak  weir  agane.  21,310 

HoAV  THIS  Fergus  and  all  his  Lordis  the  nixt 
Syivlmer  held  ane  Counsall  in  Argatilium. 

In  symmer  syne,  quhen  euerie  schaw  wes  schene. 

And  euerie  garth  with  gerss  wes  growand  grene, 

The  Scottis  lordis   than  baith  aid  and  ^ing, 

In  Argatill  befoir  Fergus  thair  king, 

To  ane  counsall  convenit  thair  full  sone,  21,315 

For  to  devyss  quhat  best  war  to  be  done. 

In  that  counsall  thair  wes  amang  the  laif 

Richt  mony  man  that  for  best  counsall  gaif. 
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Witli  Victoryn  that  tymc  qiihair  that  he  la, 

With  all  his  power  into  Galdia,  21,320 

But  ony  proces  pertlie  to  persew 

In  plane  battell  thair  strenthis   of  the  new; 

For  to  reskew  agane   out  of  his  handis, 

That  wrangaslie  he  held  fra  thame,  thair  landis  ; 

And  tak  the  chance  that  God  "wald  send  thame     21,325 

till, 
Quhat  euir  it  war  than  other  gude  or  ill. 
And  vtlier  sum,  that  better  wnderstude, 
Lib.7, f.106.    Said  to  the  king  that  counsall  wes  nocht  gude; 
Col.  1.        Thinkand  it  Aves  ouir  perelous  to  preve, 

Without  wisdome  in  sic  ane  louss  beleve,  21,330 

The  commoun  weill  to  put  in  jeopardie, 

All  on  ane  da  it  war  ane  greit  folic  ; 

Sum  other  way  moir  wyslie  for  to  wirk 

With  countering  and  carmuische  thame  to  irk  ; 

Baith  nicht  and  da  to  hald  thame  euir  on  steir,  21,335 

With  sic  wisdome  to  put  thame  ay  in  weir, 

Quhill  efterwart  that  [tha]  thair  tyme  micht  se, 

Quhen  euir  it  war  so  liapnit  for  to  be  ; 

Quhilk  wald  be  sone  tha  said,  as  thai  presume 

Sa  mony  than  rebellit  agane  Rome,  21,340 

In  euirilk  land  lyand  neirhand  than  by. 

Tha  wist  richt  weill  that  Victoryn  for-thi, 

Sone  efterwart  of  sic  weiris  sould  ceis. 

And  be  content  to  bruke  Britane  in  peice  : 

Than  micht  thai  weill  at  thair  plesour  but  pane,  21,345 

Thair  richtis  all  for  to  reskew  asjane. 

The  counsall  all  thocht  than  that  that  wes  best  ; 

Than  suddantly  devysit  wes  and  drest 

Ane  greit  power  in  haist  for  to  provyde, 

Of  men  of  weir  vpoune  the  bordour  syde,  21,350 

For  to  debait  the  boundis  tha  war  in. 

And  preis  na  forder  at  that  tyme  to  win. 

And  thus  tha  wrocht  ane  lang  tyme  of  the  ^eir^ 

Quhill  efterwart  hapnit  as  te  sail  heir. 
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How   ViCTORYN    THOCHT    TO    HAIF    FLED    QUIETLIE 

OF  Britane,  heirand  the  Emprioure  [wes] 

DISPLESIT  AT  HIM  ;  AND  SYNE,  THROW  COUN- 
SALL  OF  HIS  FrEINDIS,  WAS  CROWNIT  IN 
LUNDOUN,      CALLIT     HIM     SELFF      THE     EmPRI- 

OURE  OF  Britane. 

To  Victoryn  wes  scliawin  be  ane-  man,  21,355 

Honorius  that  emprioure  wes  than. 
By  wrang  reherss  held  him  than  rycht  suspect. 
Dreidand  it  sould  sone  follow  in  effect, 
He  schupe  richt  sone,  gif  na  better  mycht  be, 
Out  of  Britane  richt  quyetlie  to  fle,  2i,360 

To  saue  hitn  self  wnto  ane  better  tyme. 
Or  dreid  he  war  accusit  of  that  cryme. 
And  sum  to  quhorae  his  counsall  that  he  schew, 
Him  counsall  gaif  richt  sone  for  to  persew 
The  haill  impyre  of  Britane  for  to  bruke.  21,365 

At  thair  counsall  richt  sone  on  him   he  tuke 
The  purpure  habite  that  tyme  with  honour, 
In  Lundoun  toun  that  tyme  gart  croun  him  em- 
prioure. 

How    Heraclius    wes    send    in    Britane    be 

HONORIUS,  AND  HOW  THE  ROMANIS,  HEIRAND 
OF  HIS  CUMING,  TUKE  ViCTORYN  AND  DELI- 
UERIT   HIM   BUND   TO   HeRACLIAN. 

Honorius,  of  this  quhen  he  hard  tell. 

How  Victoryn  in  Britane  did  rebell,  21,370 

Ane  man  of  gude,  callit  Heraclian, 

With  greit  power   he  send  into  Britane. 

The  Romanis  all  in  Britane  les  and  moir, 

That  fortifeit  this  Victoryn  befoir, 

Greit  terrour  tuke  of  this  Heraclian,  21,375 

Thinkand  he  wes  so  fortunit  ane  man. 
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And  to  vmscliew  Heraclianus  sclioir, 
Col.  2.        Agane  the  faitlit  that  tha  had  maid  Lefoir, 
This  Victoryn  tha  tuke  richt  sone  in  haudis, 
And  all  the  laif  ftxst  biindin  into  baudis,  21,380 

War  principall  that  tyme  the  leist  ane  man, 
Deliuerit  thame  syne  to  Heraclian. 
And  he  thame  send  sone  efter  that  to  Rome, 
In  capitall  quhair  that  tha  siifferit  dome ; 
All  to  the  deid  wantit  tliair  heidis  syne  ;  21,385 

So  wes  the  end  of  this  ilk  Victoryne. 

How  Heraclian  passit  Hame  agane. 

Sone  efterwart,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Heraclian  he  passit  hame  his  wa 

To  Rome  agane,  and  left  into  Britane 

Ane  Planctius,  qiihilk  wes  ane  rycht  soft  man,     21,390 

Without  ingyne  or  jeopardie  in  weir  ; 

Of  sic  prattik  that  tjane  he  wes  to  leir ; 

Illiberall,  and  richt  semdell  ^ves  trew. 

This  king  Fergus,  that  his  conditionis  knew, 

Thinkand  for  him  that  tyme  wes  oportune,  21,395 

Ane  multitude  convenit  lies  gart  sone, 

Of  mony  borne  that  worthie  war  and  wicht, 

Buskit  for  battell  than  in  armour  bricht. 

The  king  of  Pechtis  that  tyme,  that  Drustus 

hecht, 
With  mony  freik  he  fuir  with  him  to  fecht,  21,-100 

And  sone  tha  enterit  into  Saluria 
With  fyre  and  blude,  and  als  in  Galdia. 
Tliair  wes  na  Brit  befoir  thame  thair  tha  fand, 
No  ^it  Romane,  other  be  se  or  land, 
Baith  toung  and  aid,  of  hie  or  law  degrie,  21,405 

Without  debait  tha  maid  thame  all  to  de. 
Syne  in  Pechtland  and  eik  Dyeria, 
In  Vicomage  and  Ordulucia, 
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In  tliair  rancour  amang  the  E-onianis  raid  ; 

With  fyi-e  and  blude  so  grit  .distructioun  maid      2i,4io 

Of  men  and  beist,  of  corne,  cattell  and  stoir, 

Was  neuir  sene  siclilce  tit  of  befoir. 


How   Fergus   wan   Planctius    in    Feild,    and 

CHAISSIT   HIM   TO   EbORAC   THAT   TyME. 

This  Planctius,  quhen  he  hard  this  wes  done, 

With  greit  power  than  hes  he  sped  liim  sonc 

Into  Pechtland,  with  mony  nobill  man  ;  21,4]  5 

Aue  bitter  battell  thairwith  sone  began. 

This  king  Fergus  with  mony  cruell  knicht, 

And  king  of  Pechtis  with  mony  worthie  wicht. 

In  curage  cleir  richt  manlie  hes  thame  met  ; 

With  brandis  bricht  vpone  thair  basnetis  bet         21,420 

Thir  bernis  bald  with  mony  bitter  blaw. 

The  fedderit  j3anis  in  the  feild  that  flaw, 

Als  fers  as  fyre  out  of  the  flynt  dois  found, 

Quhilk  wrocht  the  Romanes  mony  werkand 

w^ound, 
Throw  birny  bricht  and  habirschone  of  maill,         21,425 
The  fitmen  all  into  the  feild  gart  faill. 
Tlia  miclit  nocht  weill  sustene  agane  tliair  force, 
Bot  drew  abak  behind  the  bardit  hors. 
Than  all  the  strenth  and  haill  force  of  the  feild 
With  speir  and  lance,  with  scharpe  sword  and      21,430 

with  scheild, 
The  bardit  lioi'ss  assailieit  all  atonis, 
Quhair  mekle  blude,  and  mony  brokin  bonis, 
And  mony  steid  la  stickit  in  the  feild, 

And  mony  knicht  full  cald  wnder  his  scheild.  Lib.7,f.i06b. 

So  mony  duchtie  thair  wer  maid  to  die,  21,435 

That  force  it  wes  tlie  Romanis  for  till  fle. 
And  leif  the  feild,  thoclit  tha  war  lycht  vnfane  ; 
Fleand  that  da  war  mony  of  thame  slane* 
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This  Planctiiis,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

To  Eborac  with  few  he  lied  awa  ;  21, 440 

But  skarslie  als  he  chaipit  wth  his  lyf'e, 

He  wes  so  straitlie  sted  into  that  stryfFe. 

How  Fergus  gart  diuyde  the  Spul^e  of  the 
Feild. 

This  king  Fergus,  the  spulte  of  the  feild, 
Baith  bow  and  brand,  coit  armour,  targe  and 

scheild, 
Richt  equallie   amang  the  men  of  weir,  21,415 

Distribute  lies  with  liorss,  harnes  and  geir. 
This  Planctius,  quhilk  preuit  had  the  pith 
Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  and  manlines  thairwith, 
The  quhilk  on  force  had  maid  him  for  to  faill, 
Wittand  so  weill  that  he  micht  nocht  prevaill       21,450 
Agane  the  power  that  wes  of  sic  prj^ss, 
And  greit  folie  to  set  on  synk  and  syss 
The  grit  honour  befoir  the  Romanis  wan, 
Dreidand  also  the  tynsall  of  Britane, 
Als  in  that  tyme  with  trew  men  he  hard  tell,      21,455 
Agane  the  Romanis  sa  mony  did  rebell, 
In  sindrie  land  with  greit  power  and  pryde. 
In  euerie  part  ouir  all  the  warld  wyde. 

How  Planct[i]us  send  ane  Herald  to  Fergus 
FOR  Peax. 

And  for  that  caus  he  stude  into  greit  dout. 

For  to  raak  weir  with  his  nichtbouris  about.         2i,460 

And  to  compleit  the  purpois  he  pretend,  ** 

Richt  suddantlie  ane  herald  he  lies  send 

To  king  Fergus,  to  treit  with  him  for  peice. 

And  king  of  Pechtis,  to  gar  thair  weiris  ceis  : 

That  tyme  betuix  thame  lang  trewis  to  tak,  21,465 

With  quliat  conditioun  that  tha  pleis  to  mak, 
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On  this  conditioun  than  the  peice  wes  maid, 

With  mony  band  and  seillis  that  war  braid  : 

That  is  to  say,  baitht  Scot  and  Pecht  sal  haue, 

Without  cummer  in  ony  thing  to  craue,  21,470 

The  landis  all  that  time  baith  les  and  moir, 

That  thair  fatheris  lang  bruikit  of  befoir, 

Of  thair  aid  termes  for  to  be  content, 

Gif  plesit  thame  thairtill  to  gif  consent, 

And  clame  na  thing  within  the  Britis  landis.        21,475 

Of  that  conditioun  bund  war  than  tha  bandis, 

Confirmand  peice  withoutin  ony  stryfe, 

Betuix  thame  all  for  termis  of  thair  lyfe. 

Peice  beand  maid,  as  I   have  said  low  heir, 

Quhilk  lestit  efter  lang  and  mony  teir,  2i,480 

Thir  kingis  baith  lies  *  done  all  that  tha  mycht, 

With  diligence  and  travell  da  and  nycht, 

For  to  reforme  ^  all  faltis  maid  befoir, 

And  thair  kinrikis  agane  for  to  decoir 

With  luif  and  lautie,  libertie  and  law,  21,485 

And  put  thame  out  of  bondage  and  ouirthraw, 

And  servitude  that  tha  war  in  richt  lang. 

Be  the  Bomanis  that  wrocht  thame  mekle  wrang. 

Tha  war  all  maid  agane  for  to  leve  frie, 

To  vse  thair  law  and  thair  awin  libertie.  21,490 


How    Fergus    diuydit  Scotland    the    Secund      coi.2. 
Tyme,  gevand  ilk  Regioun  ane  new  Name. 

Quhen  this  was  done,  and  tha  war  brocht  to  peice 

In  Albione,  and  all  the  weiris  ceis, 

This  king  Fergus,  that  tyme  I  wnderstand. 

The  secund  tyme  diuydit  lies  Scotland. 

To  euerie  man  he  hes  gevin  ane  daill  21,495 

Efter  his  deidis  as  he  wes  of  availl  ; 


'  In  MS.  had.  |      ^  j^  j^jg  reformis. 
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And  cliangit  all  the  namis  les  and  moir 

Wes  gevin  thame  be  first  Fergus  befoir; 

And  euerie  land^  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Gaif  it  the  name  that  it  lies  this  same  da ;  21,500 

Sum  efter  flude,  sum  efter  montane  hie. 

Sum  efter  men  for  thair  nobilitie. 

The  causis  quhy  ar  langsum  to  reherss, 

And  tydeous  this  tyme  to  put  in  verss ; 

Quhairof  thairof  as  now  I  liald  me  still,  21,505 

And  forder  moir  of  Fergus  speik  I  will. 

How  Fergus.  REFORMiT  the  Kirk  off  Christ. 

As  he  wes  flour  and  cheif  of  cheualrie, 

Siclike  he  wes  in  religiositie. 

The  kirkmen  als  that  flemit  war  befoir, 

Baith  preist  and  prelat,  monkis  les  and  moir,         21,510 

Brocht  hame  agaiie  with  laud  and  dignitie, 

With  honour,  reuerence  and  benignitie  ; 

Ressauyng  thame  with  countenance  bening, 

With  fair  calling  and  hamelie  cheresing. 

Syne  plesand  places  gart  for  thame  provyde,         21,515 

Quhair  tha  at  plesour  micht  remane  and  byde, 

Godis  seruice  thairfoir  to  say  and  sing : 

That  neidfull  war  thai  wantit  thair  nothing, 

At  thair  lyking,  with  greit  larges  and  luke. 

And  tha  agane  the  pepill  till  instruct  21,520 

The  faith  of  Crist  and  halie  kirk  to  knaw, 

And  for  to  keip  commandis  of  the  law, 

And  idolrie  for  to  abhor  alhaill. 

Into  the  tyme,  that  thai  sould  no  tyme  faill, 

In  lona  Yle,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak,  21,525 

Ane  fair  abbay  of  black  monkis  did  mak, 

And  biggit  hes  richt  mony  ])lesand  cell 

Within  dortour  quhairat  tha  sould  dwell. 

All  vtlier  houssis  that  war  necessair. 

He  hes  gart  big  richt  plesand  and  preelair.  21,500 
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That  plesand  place  syne  poleist  lies  within 

With  chaleis,  crowat  of  siluer  and  tyn, 

And  vestimentis  of  siluer  claith  and  silk, 

Sum  reid,  sum  grene,  sum  quhit  as  ony  milk. 

And  in  that  place  the  Idngis  sepultuir,  21,535 

He  ordand  lies  -with  diligence  and  cuir ; 

And  so  it  wes  richt  lang  and  mony  da, 

And  lit  is  sene  the  places  quhair  tlia  la. 


How  Fergus  biggit  the  Stkenthtis  agane. 

The  strentliis  all,  baith  castell,  tour  and  toun,  j^j^  7  f  107. 

Distroyit  war  befoir  and  cassin  doun,  21,540       Col.  1. 

He  lies  gart  big  far  strenthear  agane ; 

And  dalie  waigeomis  thairin  to  remane, 

Off  liis  awin  coist  thair  to  remane  and  byde, 

Into  the  strenthis  on  the  bordour  syde, 

Neirby  the  bound  is  of  the  Britis  la.  21^545 

Ane  better  Idiig  nor  he,  I  dar  weill  sa, 

I  can  nocht  find  in  na  storie  I  reid, 

Quhilk  previt  alway  richt  weill  by  his  deid. 

Now  will  I  pas  of  him  into  this  place. 

And  of  the  Romanes  speik  ane  litill  space.  31,550 


How  Walenteniantjs  succedit  to  Honorius 
the  Emprioure,  quhilk  send  ane  Legat  in 
Britane    efter   the   Deith    of    Planctius 

AVAS   CALLIT   CaSTIUS. 

Honorius  of  Rome  the  emprioure. 

That  tyme  with  seiknes  staid  wes  in  ane  stour, 

Aganes  quhomo  he  had  no  strenth  to  stryfe, 

Bot  tuke  his  leif  out  of  this  present  lyfe. 

His  sister  sone,  hecht  Walantenian,  21,555 

Plesand  and  proude,  and  ane  rycht  ford  wart  man, 
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Quliilk  wes  the  sone  of  Tlieodoc[i]us, 

And  lauchfull  air  to  this  Honorius, 

Into  his  place  efter  that  lie  wes  deid, 

As  emprioiire  succedit  in  his  steid.  21, 560 

This  Planctius,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 

Throw  sail-  seiknes  that  tyme  as  weirdis  wald, 

Set  him  so  soir  that  he  micht  nocht  ouirset, 

To  God  and  nature  quhill  he  payit  his  det. 

Ane  Castius,  efter  that  he  wes  deid,  21,565 

To  gyde  the  Romanes  enterit  in  his  steid, 

Into  Britane  that  thai  suld  nocht  rebell. 

This  king  Fergus,  thairof  quhen  he  hard  tell, 

And  Drustus  king  of  Pechtis  to  for-thi, 

Sayand  the  tyme  of  peice  wes  passit  by  21,570 

That  tha  had  maid  with  Planct[i]us  of  befoir, 

Sen  he  wes  deid  than  it  suld  lest  no  moir. 

Thairfoir  tha  said  that  tha  walcl  nocht  forga 

All  Cummerland  and  als  Westmawria, 

The  qnhilk  thair  fatheris  bruikit  of  befoir ;  21,575 

Without  the  Romanis  wald  to  thame  restoir, 

Declarit  thame  that  tha  sould  haif  no  peice, 

Quhill  that  war  done  fra  battell  suld  nocht  ceis. 

How  THE  King  of   Scottis  and  the   King  of 
Pechtis  hereit  all  Westmurland. 

And  for  that  cans  with  [all]  power  and  mycht 
Of  Scot  and  Pecht  richt  mony  worthie  wicht,       21, 580 
Thir  tua  kingis,  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 
Greit  heirschip  maid  ouir  all  Westmaria. 
In  that  land  wes  nother  ill  nor  aude, 
That  ony  sparit  for  to  spill  his  blude; 
^oung  or  aid,  other  barne  or  wyffe,  21,585 

Withoutiu  reuth  tha  reft  fra  thame  thair  lyffe. 
Col.  2.     Wes  neuir  hard,  nother  be  land  nor  so, 
In  no  weiris  so  greit  crudelitie 
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Of  reif  and  raip,  of  bhidc  and  als  of  fyre ; 

Tlia  war  so  full  of  malice, and  of  yre,  21,590 

Tha  sparit  nothing  in  thair  gait  tha  fand, 

In  Cumbria  and  als  in  Westmureland. 


How  THE    ROMANE     LeGAT    SEND   ANE   HeRALD   TO 
THIR   KiNGIS. 

The  word  of  this  to  Castius  is  went, 

Quliairof  that  tyme  he  wes  nothing  content. 

His  levir  wes  for  to  haif  peice  nor  weir,  21,595 

For  of  ane  thing  he  tuke  so  greit  ane  feir; 

The  quhilk  sone  followit  efter  in  effect, 

Or  euer  he  wist  it  straik  him  in  the  neck. 

Full  soir  he  dred  than  Deonethus, 

Quhilk  wes  the  sone  of  the  last  Octaueus,  21,600 

Off  Britane  king,  befoir  as  te  micht  heir, 

Deceissit  wes  into  that  samin  leir. 

This  Castius  richt  soir  thairfoir  he  dred, 

For  Deonethus  to  his  wyffe  than  hed 

King  Fergus  sister,  that  schort  quhile  of  befoir     21,605 

He  weddit  lies  with  grit  honour  and  gloir, 

The  quhilk  he  louit  alway  with  his  hart ; 

Thairfoir  he  dred  that  he  sould  tak  his  part. 

Thairfoir  ane  herald  sone  to  him  he  send, 

Commandand  him  of  tha  boundis  to  wend,  21,610 

Puttand  till  him  than  silence  for  to  ceiss, 

Gif  he  desyris  of  him  to  haif  peice ; 

And  wald  he  nocht,  he  promist  him  rycht  sone 

He  sould  forthink  the  thing  that  he  had  done. 

Remember  him  how  lang  befoir  tha  war  21,615 

Fra  Albione  maid  exull  bene  so  far ; 

And  how  the  Pechtis,  for  thair  ingratitude, 

War  put  in  bondage  and  vile  semitude. 

VOL.  II.  D 
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Riclit  SO,  lie  said,  with  tliame  it  sould  be  done, 

And  tlia  agane  maid  nocht  amendis  sone.  21,620 

Quhen  this  was  said  befoir  thame  that  wes  thair, 

Amang  thame  all  wes  nother  les  nor  mair, 

Quhen  tha  hard  speik  of  sic  vile  seniitude, 

All  with  ane  schont  than  schortlie  tha  conclude 

With  the  Romanis  no  way  for  to  mak  peice  :        2i,C25 

Fra  fyre  and  blude  say  and  tha  siild  nocht  ceis, 

Quhill  that  he  suld  resigne  in  to  thair  hand 

All  Cumbria,  and  also  Westmureland, 

In  peice  to  bruke  but  ony  l)oist  or  schoir, 

As  that  thair  eldaris  vsit  of  befoir.  21,030 


How  THE  Legat  maid  Prouisioun  for  Battell, 

AND  HOW  IN  THE  SAIVIE  TyME  WAS  SCHAWIN 
HIM  THAT  DiONET  WITH  MONY  BrITIS  WAS 
PASSIT   TO   SUPPLE   THE   SCOTTIS. 

This  Castius,  quhen  he  hard  thair  desyre, 
Commouit  wes  als  hett  as  ony  fyre. 
Sayand,  richt  sone  he  suld  revengit  be 
Of  that  injure,  or  mony  ane  sould  die. 
With  all  the  power  that  tyme  that  he  hed,  21,G35 

Richt  spedelie  on  to  thame  he  him  sped, 
Lib.7,f.l071\  Him  to  revenge  of  that  injure  and  cryme, 

Richt  suddantlie,  and  schew  him  in  that  tyme 

How  Dieonet  the  lord  of  Cambria, 

Quhomeof  scliort  quhile  befoir  ro  hard  me  sa,        21,G40 

The  eldest  sone  of  king  Octaueus, 

That  weddit  [had]  the  sister  of  Fergus, 

With  all  the  power  he  micht  l)o  that  da. 

Of  Cambriens  and  of  Icinia, 

Baith  ill  and  gude  that  tyme  that  he  myclit  be,  21,645 

Come  to  king  Fergus  for  to  mak  sup])le. 


Col.  1. 
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How  Fergus,  the  King  of  Scottis,  fauciit  with 
Castius  the   Legat,    and   wan   the   Feild, 

AND   CHAISSIT   THIS   LeGAT   CALLIT   CaSTIUS. 

This  Castius  thairof  he  tuke  greit  cuir  ; 

With  sic  prouisioun  ford  wart  ay  he  fuir, 

Withoutin  tarie  other  da  or  nicht, 

Quhill  that  he  come  into  his  fais  sicht  21,650 

Quhair  that  king  Fergus  with  his  grit  ost  la, 

And  king  of  Pechtis  in  Westmaria, 

And  Dionethus  come  in  thair  supple, 

In  the  best  ordour  that  tyme  that  tha  mycht  be. 

Ane  quhile  tha  stude  arrayit  all  at  rycht,  21,655 

On  euirilk  syde  ilkone  in  otheris  sicht ; 

The  bowmen  bald  syne  enterit  in  the  feild, 

Thair  scharpe  schutting  lies  persit  mony  scheild. 

The  fedderit  flanis  in  the  feild  that  flew, 

Throw   birneis   bricht    richt    mekill    blude    tha      2i,660 

drew. 
The  lansis  and  grit  speiris  with  [thair]  force, 
Maid  sic  ane  brusche  vpone  the  bardit  horss, 
Quhill  speiris  brak  and  all  thair  scheildis  claif, 
Birneis  did  brek  and  all  in  pecis  raif 
Steidis  la  stickit  stark  deid  on  the  gruud,  2i,gg5 

And  mony  knicht,  with  wyde  and  werkand  wound. 
In  that  counter  lay  cald  vnder  his  scheild. 
And  mony  freik  wes  fellit  in  the  feild. 
Throw  force  that  da  that  rais  neuir  vp  agane  ; 
On  euirilk  syde  richt  mony  man  wes  slane.  2i,G70 

That  stour  it  w^ox  baith  stalwart,  stif,  and  Strang, 
But  victorie  of  ony  part  richt  lang ; 
This  king  Fergus  thairto  that  did  intend, 
Than  suddantlie  of  euerie  wing  he  send 
Lycht  lyuer  men  to  cirkill  thame  about,  2i,C75 

Syne  haistelie  set  on  thame  with  ane  sellout 

d2 
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Or  euir  tha  wist  baldlie  beliind  thair  bale, 

Quhilk  causit  tliame  greit  terrour  for  to  tak. 

This  Castius  thairof  wes  soir  adred  ; 

For  feir  of  thame  out  of  the  feild  he  fled.  2i,680 

Of  his  fleiiii!'  the  laif  wes  so  ao-ast, 

Out  of  the  feild  thai  followit  all  rycht  fast. 

The  tother  syde  quhen  that  tha  saw  thanie  fie, 

Trowand  thai  war  in  sic  securitie, 

Throw  victorie  tha  wan  into  that  place,  21,685 

Withoutin  ordour  pairt  followit  on  the  chace  ; 

Als  melde  .skaitli  gat  in  that  chace  agaue, 

As  tha  did  than  and  had  als  mony  slane. 

Ane  vther  part,  tliat  keipit  ordour  still, 

Did  mekill  skaith  and  gat  bot  litill  ill  ;  2i,690 

Of  the  Romanis  and  Britis  that  war  bald, 

Tha  tuke  and  slew  alss  mony  as  tha  wald. 

Syne  all  the  spidtie  in  the  feild  that  la, 

This  king  Fergus  vpone  the  tother  da, 

To  Scot  and  Pecht,  and  Cambriens  that  tj'de,        2i,C95 

Richt  equallie  amang  thame  gart  diuyde. 

How  Castius  efter  the  Feild  fled,  and  syne 

EFTER    he    was    PASSIT    THE    BrITIS     CROWNIT 

Deonethus  King  of  Britane. 

This  Castius  to  Kent  that  tyme  he  fled, 

Witli  sa  few  folk  thair  levand  tliat  he  hed, 

Out  of  the  feild  passit  with  him  awa  ; 

Syne  Cumbirland  and  all  Westmawria,  21,700 

He  left  thame  than  into  thair  fais  hand, 

Without  defens  vther  be  se  or  land, 

Or  tit  supple,  fra  tyme  that  he  wes  gane. 

Do  as  tha  wald  of  him  tha  wald  get  nane. 

Syne  efter  this  incontinent  wes  done,  21,705 

This  Dionet  thai  haif  set  in  ane  trone, 

In  purpure  cled  and  diademe  conding. 

And  crownit  him  of  Britane  to  be  kinnf. 
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Syne  tuke  the  feild  with  meklc  boist  and  schoir, 

With  Scot  and  Pecht,  the  langai-  ay  the  nioir  ;     21,710 

Agane  the  Romanis  than  tha  dalic  wrocht, 

With  fyre  and  Llude,  all  the  injure  tha  inocht ; 

Quliilk  put  thame  all  in  sic  penuritie, 

With  haill  purpois  out  of  Britane  to  fle, 

Seand  thair  fortoun  maid  sua  oft  to  faill,  2i,7i5 

Without  beleif  agane  for  to  prevaill. 

So  sould  half  bene,  as  apperis  to  me. 

War  nocht  the  somier  that  tha  gat  supple. 

How   Etheus,   the   Romane    Legat  in  Gallia, 

SEND  ANE  GREIT  MaN  OF  GUDE  INTO  BPJTANE 
CALLIT  MAXIMIAN,  TO  SUPPLE  THE  ROMANIS 
WAR   THAIR. 

Ane  gi'eit  Roman  wes  callit  Etheu.-:, 

In  Gallia,  my  author  tellis  thus,  21,720 

That  all  Romanis  that  da  that  levand  war. 

In  worthines  precellit  than  richt  far, 

For  to  supple  the  Romanes  in  Britane, 

Ane  man  of  gude  callit  Maximian, 

That  cousing  Aves  als  to  the  einpriourc,  21,725 

Into  his  tyme  that  wan  so  grit  lionour, 

With  greit  power  to  thame  richt  sone  he  send, 

To  fortifie  thair  richtis  and  defend. 

The  Britis  all,  that  tuke  the  Romanis  part, 

Richt   blytli   thai    war  that    tyme   in   to   thair      21,730 

hart, 
Quhen  tha  hard  tell  of  this  Maximian, 
With  sic  power  wes  cuming  in  Britane. 
On  fot  and  horss  with  greit  solempniiie, 
Tha  met  him  all  as  he  come  fra  the  se  ; 
Oft  thankand  him  that  cuming  wes  thame  till,     21,736 
Sayand,  tha  sould  with  hartlie  mynd  and  will 
AVitli  him  ay  Avend  quhair  tliat  he  wald  alway, 
For  his  plesour  in  all  thing  that  tha  may,  Lih.7,  f.ios. 

Col.  1. 
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And  to  be  traist  to  him  in  euerie  steid, 

And  tak  his  part  baith  into  lyfFe  and  deid.  21,740 

He  thankit  tliaine  richt  curtaslie  agane  ; 

Say  and,  he  wald  for  thair  plesour  be  fane 

Thame  for  to  pleis  with  all  power  he  ma, 

At  thair  plesour  other  be  nicht  or  da. 


How   Maximian    peoclamit    that  euerie  Man 

SOULD     BE    REDDIE    AT     SET    Da    AND    PlACE, 
AND    SYNE    WITH    ALL    HIS     ArMIE     COME     TO 

Eborac. 

Sone  after  that,  this  ilk  Maximiane  21,745 

Proclamit  lies  that  tyme  ouir  all  Britane, 

That  euerie  man  within  the  tnentie  da, 

Suld   reddie  be  to  wend  with  him  alwa. 

And  so  thair  [war]  within  the  tuentie  nicht, 

Off  Britis  Ijald  and  inony  Romane  knicht,  21,750 

And  mony  vther  out  of  Gallia, 

And  feill  folk  als  out  of  Germania, 

Sic  multitude  other  with  les  or  mcir. 

In  Albione  wes  iieuir  sene  befoir. 

To  Eljorac  he  passit  on  ane  da ;  21,755 

Syne  efter  that  onto  Westmawria, 

Quhair  king  Fergus  and  Drustus  in  that  tyde. 

And  Dionet  togidder  all  did  byde  ; 

All  in  ane  will  and  purpois  tha  pretend, 

Fra  all  injure  tha  landis  to  defend.  2i,7GO 

With  Dionet  thair  come  that  samin  da, 

Itiniens'   and  men  of  Cambria; 

Tha  folio  wit  him  with  gude  wOl  and  fre  hart, 

In  all  Britane  wes  na  mo  tuke  his  part. 

'  la  MS.  Contynyens. 
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How  THE    ROMANIS   AND    THE   AlBIONIS     COME    IN 

Sight  of  vther. 

Syne  on  ane  da,  ane  litill  forrow  liclit,  2i,7C5 

Ilkone  of  vther  cuniing  ar  in  sicht ; 
Vnder  ane  bank  besyde  tjie  bentis  broun, 
Vpoun  ane  plane  plantit  tliair  pal^eonis  doun. 
On  euerie  syde  stark  watcliis  maid  that  nicht, 
Qidiill  on  the  morne  that  it  wes  fair  da  licht,       2i,77o 
In  gnde  ordour  syne  passit  till  array, 
In  that  intent  sone  vther  till  assay. 


How  King  Fergus  maid  his  Oresoun. 

I  list  nocht  now  to  low  this  tyme  rehers, 

So  langsum  war  to  me  to  put  in  verss, 

Of  king  Fergus  the  grit  persuasioun,  21,775 

He  maid  that  tyme,  and  eik  his  oresoun, 

Vnto  his  men  so  ornatlie  he  spak, 

Quliilk  causit  tliame  all  curage  for  to  tak. 

The  tyme  is  schort,  I  may  nocht  lang  dwell 

In  sic  talking;  thairfoir  I  will  nocht  tell  2i,780 

His  oresoim,  nor  put  it  in  memorie, 

Ilk  v/ord  by  word  contenit  in  the  storie. 

Bot  of  a,ne  thing  that  I  dar  wndertak ; 

So  plesandlie  to  thame  that  tyme  he  spak, 

Tha  war  content  alway  to  wirk  his  will,  21,785 

Quhat  euir  it  wes  than  other  gude  or  ill. 


Heir     followis     the    greit    Battell     betuix      Col.  2. 
Maximian  and  Fergus,  King  of  Scottis. 

The  lawe  siclyke  wakl  nothing  pretermit ; 
Than  to  the  feild  tha  fuir  all  lit  for    fi(, 
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In  gude  oido\iie  arrayit  all  at  richt, 

With    baneris    braid    browdin    with    gold    full       21, 790 
brycht, 

Fra  Phebiis  face  that  flamit  as  the  fyre, 

And  staitlie  standertis  wroch[t]  all  with  gold  wyre 

In  cvirage  cleir  like  till  ane  bureall  brycht, 

As  ony  lamp  tha  lemit  all  of  lycht. 

The  Romanis  rayit  on  the  tother  syde,  21,795 

With  standartis  waifand  with  the  wynd  full  wyde, 

And  baneris  bricht  as  ony  buriall  stone, 

Agane  the  schynyng  of  the  sone  that  schone. 

In  coit  armour  of  birneist  gold  so  bricht, 

With  rubeis  reid  and  dyamontis  weill  dicht ;         21,800 

Thair  basnetis  bricht  as  ony  siluer   schone. 

Of  poleist  perle  and   mony  precious  stone. 

Ane  fairrar  sicht  befoir  wes  neuir  sene 

Of  Adamis  seid,  nor  lit  sensyne  hes  bene. 

The  buglis  blastis  maid  sic  ane  busteous  beir,       21,805 

And  hornis  als  that  hiddeous  war  till  heir, 

As  heviii  and  erth  that  tyme  had  gane  togidder, 

Quhilk  causit  mony  for  to  sueit  and  swidder. 

The  trumpetis  blew  with  sic  ane  awfull  sound, 

Quhill  that  thair  blast  gart  all  the  erth  rebound;  21,810 

The  schalmis  schouttit  quhill  all  the  schawls  schuke, 

The  buglis  blast  reboundit  fra  the  bruke  ; 

So  awful  rumour,  and  so  rude  ane  reii'd, 

Wes  neuir  hard  with  no  man  in  this  erd. 


How    King    Feiigus   Bowmen    enteeit    in   the 
Feild. 

The  bowmen  big,  Avith   bent  bowis  in  hand,  21,815 

Brifoir  king  Fergus  in  the  feild  did  stand. 

Of  fedderit  flanis  into  randoun  richt, 

Fra  thame  thair  flow  richt  mony  felloun  llycht. 
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Als  ferce  as  fyrc  out  of  the  flynfc  dois  fair, 

And  thik  as  snavv  thai  flew  in  to  the  air  ;  21,820 

Evin  lyke  ane  eloiide  adini)brit'   all  the  lycht, 

So  thik  tha  flew  into  ane  randoun  richt. 

Into  the  air  makand  ane  awfull  sound, 

And  ferce  as  fyreflaucht  throw  the  feild  did  sound, 

Throw  all  thair  weid  tha  wrocht  thame  woundis   21,825 

wyde. 
That  bikkcr  wes  so  awfull  till  abyde, 
Into  the  feild  the   Romanes  that  faucht  first, 
Tha  cart  the  blude  out-throw   thair  birneis  brist  : 
And  skaillifc  mail^eis  in  the  feild  full  wyde, 
For  all  thair  pryiss  tha  parit  of  thair  pryde.      21, 830 
And  had  nocht  bene  tha  gat  sonner  reskew, 
Gif  it  be  suith  that  my  author  me  schew, 
Tha  had  forthoucht  that    da  that  tha   come  thair, 
That  schutting  wes  to  thame  so  scharpe  and  sair. 

How     THE     ROMANIS     HAD     BENE     DISTROYIT    HAD 
NOCHT    THE    LeGAT    SONER    SEND    SuPPLE. 

Maximiane,  thairto  quhen  he  tuke  heid,  21,835  I^ib.7,f.i08b. 

....  Col.  1. 

Aue  new  battell  buskit  in  weirlike  weid. 

In  thair  supple,  with  all  the  haist  he  mn, 

He  send  to  thame  faucht  nocht  befoir  that  da. 

Thir^  bernis  bald  that  stalwart  war  and  Strang, 

Tha  enterit  sone  into  the  thickest  thrang  ;  21, 840 

At  thair  cuming  wes  sic  ane  counter  maid, 

That  mony  berne  bled  of  his  blude  full  braid ; 

And  mony  schouder  schorne  out  throw  the  scheild, 

And'  mony  freik  als  fellit  in  the  feild  ; 

And  mony  proude  man  laid  vpoun  the  plane,        21,845 

Sum  ill  woundit,  and  vthcr  sum  than  slane. 

Richt  lang  thai  faucht  with  egir  will  in  jjart, 

Quhill  that  the  Romanis  had  the  fairast  part, 

>  In  MS.  aiuminf.  I      "In  MS.   jTAa/r. 
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Persand  the  feild  quhairat  the  ordour  biuk, 

And  enterit  syne  behind  king  Fergus  bak  2i,8oO 

Quliair  that  he  ftiucht,  and  king  Drustus  also ; 

Kicht  haistelie  withoutin  ony  ho, 

Tha  cirklit  thame  richt  suddantlie  about. 

In  that  beleif  that  thai  suld  nocht  wyn  out. 


How     THIR     TUA     KlNGIS      RENEAVIT     THE      FeILD 
AGANE,   AND    HOW   GUDE   FERGUS   WES   SLANE. 

Thir  tua  kingis,  quhair  tha  faucht  in  the  feild,     21,855 

Richt  haistelie  quhen  tha  sic  thingis  beheld, 

Wittand  so  weill  that  na  better  micht  be 

Into  that  tyme  bot  other  do  or  de ; 

And  Weill  tha  wist  that  thair  wes  no  reraeid. 

And,  for  to  be  revengit  of  thair  deid,  21,860 

The  battell  baldlie  did  agane  renew, 

And  of  the  Romanes  mony  that  tyme  slew. 

Suppuis  thai  war  baith  stalwart,  stout  and  stuir, 

2it  neuirtheles  tha  micht  nocht  ay  induir 

Into  that  stour  fechtand  so  Strang  tha  stude  ;        21,805 

The  Romanis  als  wes  of  sic  multitude, 

And  in  ane  cirkill  closit  thame  about, 

That  be  no  way  tha  micht  that  tyme  wyn  out, 

And  with  the  Romanes  tha  wald  nocht  be  tunc, 

Quhairfoir  tha  faucht  to  deid  that  da  ilkane.         21, 870 

Thair  deid  that  da  it  wes  full  deirlie  sauld, 

Gif  it  be  trew  that  my  author  me  tald. 

Suppois  the  Scottis  that  da  tynt  the  feild, 

For  tua  of  thame  thair  wes  thre  Romanis  keild.   * 

The  laue  of  thame,  richt  sone  and  suddantlie,        21, 875 

Quhair  that  thai  faucht  in  other  feildis  by. 

Into  the  tyme  tha  wer  so  soir  adred, 

Out  of  the  feild  richt  fast  away  tha  fled. 

The  Romanis  follouit  richt  fast  vj)0ue  the  chace 

Wit[hJ  grit  slauchter  in  mony  siiidrie  plate,  21,880 
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All  da  to  end  als  lang  as  tha  had  liclit, 

And  ceissit  nocht  quliill  twynnit  tliame  tlie  nyclit. 

To  Scot  and  Peclit  that  wes  ane  cairfull  feild, 

Thair  kingis  baith  that  samin  da  war  keild ; 

The  maist  pairt  thair  of  thair  lordis  all,  21,885 

Into  that  feild  wer  maid  that  da  to  fall ; 

And  all  the  laif  syne,  throw  that  greit  mischeif, 

That  samin  tyme  wer  put  in  sic  beleif, 

Quhen  euir  the  Romanis  plesit  thame  invaid, 

Fra  Albione  all  exull  to  be  maid.  2i,890 

This  wes  the  end  of  gude  Fergus  the  king. 

The  S8.xtene  teir  than  efter  of  his  ring. 

This  Dionet,  into  that  samin  da,  Col.  2. 

Out  of  the  feild  with  few  men  fled  awa ; 

Vnto  the  se,  the  quhilk  wes  neir  hand  by,  21,895 

Richt  haistelie  that  tyme  he  did  him  hy  ; 

Into  ane  schip,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Sone  efter  that  passit  in  Cambria.' 

How    Maximian,    efter  the   Feild,    brint   all 
Pechtland  and  Galdia. 

Maximiane,  or  he  wald  stanche  of  yre. 

All  Galdia  he  lies  brint  in  ane  fyre ;  21,900 

All  Pechtland  als,  and  eik  Dieria, 

All  Wicomage  and  Ordolucia, 

And  slew  thairin  alhaiU  baith  wyffe  and  man. 

Camelidone  he  seigit  syne  and  wan ; 

Baith  ioung  and  aid  that  he  fand  in  that  steid,  21,905 

Without  petie  gart  put  thame  all  to  deid  ; 

Baith  Scot  and  Pecht  compellit  to  the  North, 

Without  fauour,  betond  the  watter  of  Forth, 

And  gart  thame  sueir  thair  ay  to  remane. 

And  neuir  mair  for  to  persew  agane,  21,910 

By  richt  or  clame  ather  by  nicht  or  da, 

To  ouy  land  besouth  aid  Forth  that  la. 

>  In  MS.  Cumbria. 
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Of  the  Britis  thair  wes  riclit  mony  tlian, 

Sic  coiinsall  gaif  to  tlii.s  Maximiane, 

Baith  Scot  and  Pecht  alliaill  for  to  distroy,  21,915 

Or  the  Romanis  Avithoutin  sturt  or  noy 

In  Albione  sould  be  hot  rycht  schort  quhile, 

Quhill  that  war  done,  or  than  all  maid  exyle, 

In '  vther  landis  suddantlie  to  fie 

Fra  Albione  richt  far  without  pitie.  21,920 

How    Maximian     ahstenit    fra    Weir    quhill 
Wynter  wes  done, 

Maximiane,  becaus  he  saw  appeir 

Sic  ill  weddar  and  winter  als  draw  neir, 

With  frost  and  snaw,  with  greit  wyndis  and  rane, 

That  nane  for  cald  mich[t]  walk  vpone  the  plane  ; 

And  Scot  and  Pecht  that  weill  thaine  self  culd    21,923 

keip 
In  montanis  hie,  and  mossis  cald  and  weit, 
Fra  him  all  tyme  withoutin  ony  skaith, 
He  knew  that  weill  of  Scot  and  Pechtis  baith. 
And  for  that  cans  quhill  gone  wes  wynd  and  rane, 
Postponit  all  quhill  symmer  come  agane.  21,930 

How  Licens   come  fra  Rome,  schawand   Maxi- 

MIAN  HOW  SA  MONY  REBELLIT  AGAINE  RoME, 
QUHAIRFOIR  THLS  Maximian  GART  CROUN 
HIM    SELF    EmPRIOURE    OF    BrITANE. 

In  Aprile  quhen  lenthit  wes  the  da. 
His  purpois  wes  to  pas  in  Cambria, 
With  all  power  befoir  as  ^e  hard  tell 
On  Deaneth  aganis  luin  did  rebell. 
Lib.  7, f.  109.  Him  for  to  dant  his  purpois  wes  alhaill,  21,935 

Col.  1.      Syne  of  that  purpois  he  wes  maid  to  faill. 

Ane  freind  of  his  come  furtht  of  Rome  and  schew, 
Ouir  all  the  warld  sa  mony  of  the  new 

'  In  MS.  Or. 
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Agane  the  Romainis,  ^e  sail  wnderstand, 

Rebellit  had  in  mony  sindrie  land,  21,910 

And  euerie  Romane  that  tyme  raair  and  myn, 

Held  to  him  self  all  landis  he  micht  wyn. 

Ane  Beneface  that  tyme  wes  callit  sua, 

Rebellit  had  than  ouir  all  Affrica, 

And  tua  legatis  of  Walantiiiian  21,915 

Thair  he  had  slane  and  mony  vther  man. 

Siclike  that  tyme  tha  letteris  to  him  shew, 

In  Gallia  wes  cmnin  of  the  new 

The  Frenschemen,  and  tane  at  thair  awiii  hand 

Of  Orliance  and  Pareis  all  the  land,  21,950 

And  fixit  thair  thair  settis  to  remane, 

In  that  belief  neuir  to  remoif  agane  ; 

And  pleneist  had,  withoutin  ony  pley, 

Fra  Rynis  mouth  to  the  mont  of  Peroney, 

Alhaill  tha  landis  at  thair  awin  lyking,  21,955 

Syne  crownit  lies  ane  of  thame  to  be  king. 

Maximian,  fra  he  tha  letters  red, 

Ilis  freind  fra  Rome  to  him  that  tyme  send  hed, 

With  his  counsall  in  quhome  he  did  confyde, 

Thinkand  he  wald  than  for  him  self  prouyde,      2i,96o 

And  hald  the  honour  to  him  self  he  wan, 

As  emprioure  than  for  to  bruik  Britane. 

And  cr  he  wald  to  that  purpois  proceid, 

In  gud[e]  belief  the  better  for  to  speid, 

Thinkand  that  tyrne  he  Avald  obeyit  be  21,9G5 

With  the  Britis  be  sum  affiuitie. 

Be  ony  Avay  gif  he  micht  win  thair  hart, 

To  that  purpois  tliat  tlia  sould  tak  his  part. 


How    MAXIMIAN    WEDDIT   the    pUNGEST    DOCHTER 

OF  Deonetus,  quiiilk  was  callit  Otilia. 

This  Dioneth,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 

As  that  my  author  did  me  mentioun  mak,  21,970 
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Tua  (locliteris  had  and  cliildcr  than  no  mo  ; 

Otilia,  the  youngest  of  tha  tuo. 

The  h_istiest  that  levand  wes  on  lyfe, 

Maximiaue  hes '   weddit  till  his  wyfe. 

The  eldest  sister,  as  my  author  sais,  21,975 

Hecht  Vrsola,  the  quhilk  in  all  hir  dais 

Ay  leuit  clene  in  puir  virginitie, 

And  for  the  faith  ane  martyr  maid  to  be, 

As  I  sail  schaw  to  tow  with  Goddis  gi'ace, 

Sone  efter  heir  at  ganand  tyme  and  place.  2i,980 

Maximian,  throw  that  affinitie, 

With  all  the  Britis  louit  weill  wes  he  ; 

And  Deoneth  of  most  honour  was  than, 

In  all  Britain  nixt  this  Maximian. 

And  thus  the  hartis  he  hes  conqueist  all,  21,983 

Of  all  the  Britis  that  tyme  bayth  grit  and  smal'. 

Heir  will  I  male  ane  paus  into  this  place. 

And  of  the  Scottis  speik  I  will  ane  space. 

Heir    followis    the  crownyng    of   Ewgenius, 

THE     SONE     OF     FeRGIUS,      QUHILK     WES      ANE 

NOBiLL  King  all  his  Tyme,  and  sone  efter 

SUBDEWIT    THE    BrITIS. 

Col.  2.      Efter  the  deith  of  king  Fergus  schort  quhile, 

The  Scottis  all  forgadderit  in  Argyle,  21,990 

And  crownit  hes  Eugenius  to  be  king, 

Glide  Fergus  sone  that  wes  baith  fair  and  ling  ; 

Prayand  to  God  that  tyme  baitli  ane  and  all, 

Sic  fair  fortoun  and  grace  sould  him  befall, 

And  wisdome  als,  that  he  micht  worthie  be  21,995 

To  keip  thair  land  in  law  and  libertie. 

Ewgenius,  the  first  leir  of  his  ring, 

Within  schort  quhile  efter  he  wes  maid  king, 

His  fatheris  cors  he  hes  tane  vp  agane, 

Neirby  the  feild  befoir  quhair  he  wes  slane,  22,000 

>  In  MS.  his. 
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Quliair  he  wes  bureit  in  anc  prevat  place  ; 

S_yne  efterwart  within  ane  litill  space 

To  lona  Yle  with  melde  pomp  and  piyde, 

With  laud  and  gloir  gart  it  convoy  and  gyde, 

And  sesit  him  thair  in  to  sepulture,  22,005 

With  all  reuerence  takand  of  him  greit  cuir  ; 

And  stablit  him  into  the  samin  steid, 

Quhair  he  dewysit  lang  befoir  his  deid, 

Into  the  abbay  of  Ecolumkill; 

Eicht  Weill  he  wist  that  wes  his  fatheris  will.      22,010 

Syne  oi-dand  sendee  thair  to  sing  and  sa 

Solempnitlie  quliill  on  the  auchtane  da, 

The  sevin  psalmis  thairfoir  to  sing  and  reid, 

With  latony,  placebo,  and  the  creid  ; 

And  euerie  da  ane  mes  for  to  be  suni];;  22,015 

Solempnitlie,  and  all  the  bellis  rung. 

Syne  fra  that  furth  with  honour,  laud  and  gloir, 

The  kingis  all,  till  king  Malcuni  Canmoir, 

Wer  bureit  thair  with  greit  solempnitie, 

Quhair  takynis  tit  remanis  for  to  se.  22,020 

How    EUGEXIUS      GATIIERIT     ANE    ArMIE     FOR     TO 
RESKEW    HIS    LANDIS      OUT    OF    THE    RoMANTS 

Handis,  and   quhen   his   Power  was   ouir 
small  he  skaillit  thame  agane. 

This  being  done  as  te  half  hard  me  sa, 

Eugenius,  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 

In  that  belief  for  to  reskew  his  landis 

On  south  wart  Forth  out  of  the  Romanis  handis, 

Hes  gart  proclame  than  with  ane  voce  full  ck^ir,  22,025 

Tliat  euerie  man  wer  passit  saxtene  leir, 

And  within  saxtie,  that  miclit  harnes  weir, 

Suld  reddie  be  weill  graithit  in  his  geir, 

Furncist  richt  weill  for  all  thing  fourtie  dais. 

To  wend  with  liim  quhair  euir  he  wald  alwais.    22,030 
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And  so  tliai   did,   as  my  author  did   sa, 
Convenit  all  at  ane  set  place  and  da. 
Quhen  tha  come  thair  all  and  tliair  misteris  scliew, 
Wyiss  men  of  weir  that  all  sic  thingis  knew, 
Quhen  tha  liad  sene  thair  ordour  ane  and  aw,     22,035 
Tha  thocht  thair  power  wes  that  tyme  ouir  smaw, 
Agane  the  Romanis  for  to  mak  stryfe   or  weir, 
Quhomeof  that  tyme  that  all  the  warld  tuke  feir, 
Tha  gaif  counsall  so  to  pas  hame  awa, 
And  to  defer  all  wnto  ane  other  da,  22,040 

Quhill  that  they  saw  tliair  tyme  mair  oportnne  ; 
And  so  thai  did,  as  my  author  said,  richt  sone. 
Lib.7,f.i09b.  Onto  the  place  syne  ilk  man,  les  and  moir, 
Passit  agane  quhair  he  come  fra  befoir. 


How  Maximianus  maid  Peice  with  Ewgenius. 

Maximiane,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald,  22,045 

With  so  gude  will  thinkand  that  tyme  he  wald 

Richt  suddantlie,  withoutin  ony  moir, 

Corapleit  the  purpois  that  he  tuke  befoir  ; 

And  for  to  be  out  of  the  danger  and  dreid. 

In  that  beleif  to  cum  the  better  speid,  22,050 

And  for  to  bruke  all  r>ritane  into  peice. 

And  all  that  weir  for  to  gar  stanche  and  ceis. 

Richt  so  he  knew  his  power  wes  than  brokin 

With  Scot  and  Pecht,  befoir  as  le  hard  spokin. 

Into  the  feild  quhair  gude  Fergus  wes  slane  ;        22,055 

Thairfoir  he  thoucht  he  wald  mak  peice  agane 

With  Scot  and  Pecht,  and  all  weiris  forleit, 

Or  he  micht  nocht  his  pur})ois  than  compleit. 

Then  suddantlie  ane  herald  he  hes  send 

To  king  Ewgene  with  hartlie  recommend,  22,000 

And  king  of  Pechtis,  the  qidiilk  this  peax  hes  maid, 

Syne  bund  it  weill  with  letters  seillit  braid. 
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How  Maximiane  passit  furth  of  Britane, 
and  tuke  with  him  all  the  nobillis  of 
Britane  and  all  the  Riches,  and  syne 
PASSIT  and  wan  Armorica. 

Quhen  that  wes  done,  tins  ilk  Maximian, 

With  all  the  nobillis  that  war  in  Britane, 

And  with  consent  of  euerie  Romane  knicht,  22,065 

In  pm-pure  cled  and  diademe  so  bricht, 

In  Lundoun  toun  witli  greit  laud  and  honoure 

Tha  crownit  him  to  be  thair  emprioure. 

And  thair  he  did  rebell  agane  the  richt 

Of  the  Romanis,  as  ane  fals  vntrew  knicht.  22,070 

Sone  efter  that  he  chesit  in  Britane 

The  nobillest  men  that  wes  amang  thame  than, 

And  to  the  se  causit  with  him  to  ga, 

In  that  beleif  to  conqueis  Gallia. 

This  Dioneth  he  left  that  tyme  at  hame,  22,075 

For  to  defend  the  Britis  fra  all  blame, 

With  ane  legioun  war  nobiU  men  of  weir. 

That  Scot  no  Pecht  soidd  do  to  thame  no  deir. 

Than  to  the  se  he  passit  on  ane  da, 

And  syne  tuke  land  into  Armorica ;  22,080 

With  lytill  stryfe  that  cuntrie  all  he  wan, 

At  his  plesour  subdewit  euerie  man 

In  all  the  partis  by  the  se  that  la. 

Quhen  that  wes  done,  syne  efter  on  ane  da, 

With  greit  power  syne  inwart  is  he  gone  22,085 

To  seig  ane  citie  callit  wes  Radone. 

Out  of  tha  places  or  he  passit  than, 

He  stuffit  all  the  strenthis  that  he  wan, 

And  all  the  laif  wer  oblist  to  be  trew, 

Or  euer  he  wald  that  citie  than  persew.  22,090 

That  toun  it  wes  so  stuffit  and  so  Strang, 

Maximian  la  about  it  richt  lang, 

vol.  II.  E 
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And  of  his  purpois  na  way  culd  prevaill, 

Bot  euerilk  da  far  lykar  for  to  faill, 

He  left  the  toun  that  tyme  I  wnderstand,  22,095 

And  heirschip  maid  about  ouir  all  the  land. 

Col.  2.  How  Etheus  causit  Armorica  to  rebell  agane 

MaXIMIAN     and     TUKP]     ALL     THE     StRENTHIS 
AGANE. 

In  Gallia  ane  legat  wes  tliair  than, 

Hecht  Etheus,  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  man. 

Maximian  richt  soir  that  tyme  he  dred, 

Herand  so  weill  in  all  partis  he  sped,  22,100 

Quhilk  cavisit  lies,  as  my  author  did  tell, 

Armorica  aganis  him  to  rebell. 

And  brek  to  him  thair  obleissing  and  band, 

And  all  thair  strenthtis  tuke  in  thair  awin  hand. 

The  men  also  war  left  thair  for  to  keip  22,105 

Tha  strenthis  all,  sua  sound  tha  gart  thanie  sleip, 

And  suddantlie,  and  of  so  nyce  ane  wyss, 

That  tlia  forget  agane  tit  for  to  ryss. 

How  Maximian,  heirand  quhat  was  done  in 
Armorica,  sped  him  sone  agane  in  Ar- 
morica    AND     CRUELLIE     DISTROYIT     ALL     THE 

Armoriens. 

Maximiane  herand  how  tha  had  wroucht, 

He  sped  him  hyne  in  all  the  haist  he  inoeht ;       22,110 

And  maid  no  taiie  that  tyme  nicht  nor  da, 

Quhill  that  he  come  till  Armorica. 

Baith  wyfe  and  barne  befoir  him  that  he  fand, 

^oung^  and  aid,  withoutin  ony  ganestand. 

Of  that  injure  for  to  revengit  be,  22,115 

Lyke  doggis  all  he  maid  thame  for  to  de. 


In  MS.  ZoiiKj. 
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Withoutin  mercie  that  tyme  baitli  ill  and  gvide, 

That  he  culd  ken  wes  of  Armorien  blude. 

The  word  thairof  throw  all  Armorica, 

It  ran  als  swift  as  ony  hart  or  raa.  22,120 

Of  that  danger  the  laif  all  tuke  sic  dreid, 

Tha  fled  als  fast  as  spark  gois  out  of  gleid, 

To  sindrie  landis  that  war  neir  hand  by, 

So  soir  tha  dred  that  tyme  his  tirrany. 

Thus  flemit  wes  and  slane  all  that  natione,  22,125 

The  land  als  left  but  habitatioun. 


How  Maximian    brought   out  of  Britane  ane 

HUNDRETHT  THOUSAND  MeN   AND  WeMEN  FOR 

TO  INHABIT  Armorica. 

Maximian  quhen  he  perfytlie  laiew 

Into  that  tyme  the  Britis  war  ouir  few 

He  had  with  him  into  Armorica, 

Quhairfoii"  richt  sone  he  send  agane  for  ma  22,130 

Into  Britane  that  tyme,  I  wnderstand, 

That  micht  compleitlie  pleneis  all  that  land. 

Ane  hundreth  thousand  than  of  ioung  and  aid, 

Into  that  tyme  tha  war  by  taill  weill  tald. 

That  come  to  him  out  of  Britania,  22,135 

For  to  remane  in  to  Armorica. 

Compleitlie  than  tha  pleneist  vp  and  doun 

All  haill  that  land,  baith  castell,  toure  and  toun. 


How  Maximian  maid   Conanus,  that  was   ane    Lib.7,  f.iio. 
greit  nobill,  King    of    Armorica,   quhilk       ^°''  ^' 
now  is  callit  Britane. 

Ane  nobill  man  that  Conanus  wes  cald, 

Borne  in  Britane  of  tlie  best  blude  and  aid,  22,140 

To  Dioneth  the  quhilk  wes  neir  of  kin, 

Maximian,  or  he  wald  langar  blin, 

E  2 
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With  haill  consent  of  all,  Laitli  aid  and  xing, 

This  Conanus  lies  crownit  to  be  king. 

Syne  all  that  land  callit  Britania  22,145 

Efter  the  Britis,  the  quhilk  on  to  this  da 

^it  changit  neuir  be  na  auctoritie  : 

I  wait  nocht  weill  how  efter  it  will  be. 


How  Maximian,  with   his   greit  Armie,  passit 

TO    BURGON. 

Maximian,  quhen  that  he  had  done  so, 

Vnto  Burgon  he  tuke  his  leve   tiU  go.  22,150 

With  all   the  Romanis  thair  with  him  he  had, 

On  to  Burgon  richt  sone  he  hes  him  sped, 

For  to  supple,  my  author  sais  thus, 

The  Burgundaris  aganis  Etheus, 

The  Roman  legat  in  to  GaUia.  22,155 

Sone  efter  that,  Conanus  on  ane  da, 

With  aU  his  lordis  lies  decreittit  than, 

That  tha  wald  send  agane  into  Britan, 

Of  ^oung  wemen  to  bring  ane  multitude  ; 

Tha  thocht  it  best  than  of  the  Britis  blude  22,100 

WyflEis  to  tak,  and  weddit  for  to  be 

With  thame  that  war  of  puir  virginitie. 


How  VrSOLA,   the   DuCHES    of  DiONETHUS,   WITH 

ane   Elevin  Thousand  Virginis,   war   had 
OUT  OF    Britane    to    Armorica,    and  war 

ALL  MARTERIT     IN    COLANIA     FOR    THE    FaITH 

OF  Christ. 

This  Dioneth,  befoir  as  le  micht  lieir, 

Departit  wes  bot  laitlie  that  same  ^eir, 

Tua  dochteris  had,  as  te  haif  hard  me  sa.  22,iC5 

Of  thame  the  youngest  caUit  Vrsola, 
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Quhilk  vowit  had  to  keip  virginitie, 

And  tuke  habit  of  religiositie, 

And  mariage  in  all  hir  tyme  forsuik, 

Magir  hir  will  out  of  hir  cell  hir  tuik,  22,170 

For  to  be  quene  to  tliis  Conanus  king. 

And  elevin  thousand  siclike  of  aid  and  ^ing, 

Quhilk  keipit  had  ay  clene  virginitie, 

With  mony  seruandis  send  wes  to  the  se, 

With  bark  and  barge,  and  mony  gay  gala,  22,175 

For  to  be  weddit  in  Britania. 

Leit  saiUis  fall,  and  ankeris  vpdraw. 

Syne  saillit  furth  betuix  baith  wynd  and  waw. 


How    Vrsola    and   hir    Madynis   war   put    be 

AVENTURE    OF  WeDDER   INTO   THE   MoUTH   OF 
THE   WaTTER    of   RyNE,    QUHAIR    THAI    PASSIT 

ALL  TO  Land. 

As  plesit  God,  and  so  all  thing  man  be, 

That  tyme  tha  war  so  vexit  on  the  se,  22,130 

Preissand  to  pas  to  Armorica, 

Tlii'ow  force  of  flude  and  gTeit  tempest  alsua,  Col.  2. 

Ay  seikand  succur  baith  be  North  and  South, 

Quhill  tha  arrynit  into  Rynis  mouth, 

Into  ane  hevin  befoir  thame  that  tha  fand,  22,180 

Thir  virginis  all  thair  passit  to  the  land : 

On  fit  and  hors  thair  purpois  wes  to  ga, 

With  thair  seruandis  on  to  Armorica. 

Sum  men  thair  is  that  wrytis  to  my  dume, 

Thair  purpois  wes  that  tyme  to  pas  to  Rome,        22,190 

For  cans  thai  had  vowit  virginitie, 

Agane  thair  will  that  tha  sould  weddit  be, 

Vnto  the  Paip  thairfoir  for  to  complane, 

Of  his  gude  grace  gif  he  wald  him  dedane 

In  that  mater  to  mak  thame  sum  remeid,  22,195 

To  thame  wes  force  to  do  or  suffer  deid. 
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How  Vrsola  and  all  the  Laif  war   MARTERIT 

BE     ANE    TiRRANE,     CALLIT     OtHILA     OF     THE 

HwNis  Blude, 

In  that  same  tyme  into  Colonia 

Ane  bellomy,  wes  callit  Otliila, 

Ane  Hwn  he  wes  and  borne  of  Hwnis  blude, 

Of  Hwnis  had  with  him  ane  multitude,  22,200 

Quhilk  passand  war  that  tyme  in  Gallia, 

In  feir  of  weir,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

The  virginis  all  quhilk  clene  war  of  intent, 

For  thai  wald  nocht  to  thame  that  tyme  consent. 

Nor  to  thair  purpois  na  way  wald  apply,  22,205 

Thair  appetyte  to  stanche  and  satisfie ; 

Thir  Hwnis  all  war  paganis  wnbapteist, 

And  thir  vii'ginis  war  of  the  faith  of  Christ ; 

And  for  that  cans,  without  ony  remeid, 

Thir  virginis  all  thair  haif  thai  put  to  deid.  22,210 

Of  tha  virginis  in  halie  kirk  diuyne, 

Ar  sung  and  said  solempnitlie  sensyne 

In  sanctuar  solempnit  obseruance, 

Ilk  leir  sensyne  in  thair  rememberanee  ; 

And  ay  salbe,  gif  that  I  richt  presume,  22,21 

Continuallie  wnto  the  day  of  dome. 

Heir    followis   the   Maker  how  the   Scottis 

AND      THE      PeCHTIS      SUBDEWIT     THE     BrITIS 

efter     the    Passage    of    Maximian    into 
Armorica,  and  syne  in  Burgone, 
Eugenius,  that  wes  of  Scottis  king, 
Quhen  that  he  knew  pei-fitlie  all  that  thino-, 
How  all  Britane  that  tyme  wes  maid  to  be 
Of  all  Romanis  without  help  and  supple ;  22,220 

And  eik  also  of  mony  nobill  man 
Denudit  wes  of  the  best  in  Britane  ; 
Thinkand  thair  power  that  tyme  wes  so  small, 
That  eith  it  was  for  to  ouircum  thame  all. 
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Quhairfoir  richt  sone,  witlioutin  tareing,  22,225 

He  set  ane  tryst  to  meit  with  Drustus  king 

Of  the  Pechtis,  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  man, 

Than  for  to  speik  and  sindrie  thing  began.  Lib.7,f.iio. 

And  at  the  last  thairat  to  him  he  schew  Col.  1. 

Than  was  best  time  thair  riehtis  to  reskew,  22,230 

And  of  the  Britis  to  revengit  be, 

Of  the  injure  and  greit  iniquitie, 

That  tha  had  wrocht  thair  fatheris  of  befoir, 

And  to  thame  self,  the  quhilk  [wald]  nocht  restoir 

The  braid  landis  tha '  fra  thame  withhald.  22,235 

He  thocht  it  best  that  tyme  gif  that  he  wald, 

Or  euir  sic  thing  wer  to  the  Britis  knawin, 

Richt  suddantlie  for  to  persew  thair  awin. 

For  Weill  he  Avist  richt  eith  it  micht  be  done, 

So  thai  war  wyiss  in  haist  and  sped  thame  sone,  22,240 

Or  thair  purpois  war  to  the  Britis  [k]end, 

"With  litell  pley  bring  that  purpois  to  end. 

This  king  Drustus  thairof  wes  weill  content, 

And  suddantlie  thairto  gaif  his  consent, 

Settand  ane  da  and  place  quhair  tha  suld  meit ;  22,245 

Syne  gart  proclame  in  euerie  toun  and  streit, 

That  euirUk  man  within  ane  lytill  space, 

Soidd  reddie  be  to  meit  at  da  and  place. 

On  fit  and  hors  weill  garneist  in  thair  geir. 

With  sword  and  ax,  bow,  buklar  and  speir,  22,250 

And  victuall  als  to  steid  for  fourtie  dais, 

To  wend  with  thame  quhair  that  tha  wald  alwais. 

How   THIR  TUA   KiNGIS   MET   [IN]    CALIDONE   WoD. 

And  so  thai  did  within  ane  lytill  space, 

In  CaUdone  wod  tha  met  at  da  and  place, 

AVitli  mony  berne  that  wes  baith  bald  and  wicht ;  22,255 

Wit  le  that  tyme  tha  war  ane  semelie  sicht. 

1  In  MS.  the. 
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Fourtie  thousand  thai  war  be  taill  weill  tald, 
In  armour  bricht,  with  mony  berne  full  bald. 
Quhen  thai  war  gatherit  thir  grumes  that  war  gay, 
Amang  thame  all  withoutin  ony  delay,  22,260 

Eugenius,  with  ane  loud  voce  and  cleir. 
He  said  to  thame  as  I  sail  schaw  ^ow  heir. 


How    Eugenius,    King   of    Scottis,    maid    his 
Oresoun. 

"  My  friendis  deir,  I  traist  le  knaw  rycht  weill, 
"  How  oure  fatheris  befoir,  as  I  liaif  feill, 
"  So  mekill  wrang,  so  grit  injure  and  lak,  22,260 

"  Of  Britane,  Romane,  wes  maid  on  force  to  tak; 
*'  Loissand  alway  baith  land  and  libertie, 
"  In  seruitude  and  greit  miseritie, 
"  With  dalie  wo,  and  mekill  oppin  wrang, 
"  So  war  thai  maid  with  [thame]  to  leve  so  lang.  22,270 
"  Syne  gude  Fergus  reskewar  of  this  land, 
"  My  fader  deir,  as  ^e  sail  wnderstand, 
"  Bot  schort  quhile  syne  slane  in  his  awin  defence, 
"  And  lit  sensjTie  dalie  greit  violens 
"  Tha  wirk  on  ws  with  mekle  oj^pin  wrang  ;        22,275 
"  Haldand  fra  ws  oure  heretage  sua  lang, 
"  So  vnjustlie  throw  greit  maistrie  and  mycht, 
"  But  ony  clame,  without  titill  of  richt, 
"  And  thinkis  nocht  agane  for  to  restoir. 
"  My  counsall  is,"  he  said  to  thame,  "  thairfoir    22,280 
"  To  tak  oure  tyme  that  now  is  oportune, 
"  For  weill  I  wait  it  ma  be  rycht  weill  done, 
Col.  2.         "  Quhen  euir  we  pleis  that  jourpois  for  to  preve. 
"  I   knaw  so  weill  tha   ar  out  of  beleif 
"  Of  the  Romanis  to  get  help  or  supple  ;  22,285 

"  As  for  this  tyme  I  wait  it  will  nocht  be. 
"  Also,"  he  said,    "  with  trew  men  he  hard  tell 
"  Agane  Rome  sa  mony  did  rebell, 
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"  And  worthelie  reskewit  had  thair  richt ; 

"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  thair  poAvev  and  [thair]    22,290 

micht 
"  Extendis  nocht  to  sic  ane  quantitie, 
"  That  tha  ma  mak  the  Bi-itis  now  supple. 
"  For  Rome,"  he  said,  "he[s]  now  bene  seigit  twyis, 
"  Win   and  destroy  it  on  sic  ane  wyiss, 
"  That  it  may  neuir  regres  haif  to  sic  gloir         22,295 
"  In  to  oure  tyme  as  that  it  had   befoir  ; 
"  In  all  partis  als  far  fra  thair  faith  tha  fle, 
"  Ouir  all  the  warld  exceptand  Italic  ; 
"  Thus  none  to  thame  perfitlie  will  obey, 
"  In  all  partis  tha  hald  thame  at  grit  pley.  22,300 

''  Britane  also  withoutin  inliabitour, 
"  Neirby  maid  waist  I  wait  at  this  same  hour, 
"  And  that  thair  power  this  tyme  is  so  small, 
*'  With  lytiU  sturt  we  may  ouircum  thame  all. 
"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  I  tow  beseik  ilkone,  22,305 

"  Think  on  the  lak  oure  fatheris  gat  bigoue  : 
"  The  greit  injure,  the  harmes  and  the  skayth 
"  That  thai  haif  done  to  thame  and  to  ws  bayth ; 
"  And  sen  it  is  that  so  is  now  befall, 
"  That  we  may  haif  thair  bakis  at  *  the  wall,       22,310 
"  Without  defend  that  ar  oure  commoun  fa, 
"  And  haif  thame  self  and  landis  to  our  pra, 
"  Now  at  oure  will  as  that  oure  awin  self  wald  ; 
"  Quhairfoir,"'  he  said,  ''  I  wald  nocht  it  war  tald, 
"  Syne  efterwart  quhen  that  we  haif  no  micht,    22,315 
"  We  sat  ouir  far  into  oure  awin  licht. 
"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  ilkone  I  ^ow  beseche, 
"  Xq,  wald  apply  to  my  purpois  and  speche, 
"  Sen  ^e  ma  wyn  so  grit  riches  and  gloir, 
"  Sic  as  oure  faderis  wan  neuir  lit  befoir,  22,320 

"  Into  na  tyme  sen  weiris  first  began  ; 
"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  heir  I  beseik  ilk  man, 
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"  For  his  honour,  and  for  his  profite  '  baiih, 

"  And  for  to  he  revengifc  of  the  skaith 

"  Is  done  to  ws,  and  onre  eldaris  bipast,  22,325 

"  Now  at  tliis  tyme  to  be  nothing  agast ; 

"  Bot  for  to  think  of  the  honour  tha  wan, 

"  And  euirilk  one  now  preiss  to  preve  ane  man." 

How   ALL    THE     SCOTTIS    AND     PeCHTIS    CONSENTIT 
TO    TAK   EUGENIUS  PaRT  QUHAT   EUIR   IT   WAR. 

Quhen  this  wes  said,  than  with  ane  schout  and  cry, 
Ilkone  that  tyme  that  standand  wes  than  by,       22,330 
With  greit  confort  and  curage  at  thair  hart, 
Tha  gaif  counsall  ay  for  to  pas  fordwart 
On  to  the  purpois  he  had  tane  on  ]iand, 
Sayand  tha  sould  be  ay  at  his  command  : 
Siclike  the  Pechtis  that  tyme  did  apply  22,335 

To  that  purpois,    all  with   ane  schout  and    cry. 
Withoutin  lat,  that  tyme  tha  war  nocht  lidder, 
Thir  tua  kingis   baith   in  ane   will  togidder 
Has   enterit  sone  in  to  Pechtlandia, 
In  Kyll,  [in]  Carrik,  an[d]  in  Gallowa,  22,310 

Lib.7,f.iii.  And  all  the  landis  that  la  in  the  south, 

Fra  Forth  streikand  recht  on  to  Eskis  moutli ; 

The  Britis  all  befoir  thame  that  tha  fand, 

Baith  ^oung  and  aid  that  duelt  in  to  that  land, 

Thair  brandis  baldlie  baithit  in  thair  blude.  22,345 

Wes  none  so  stout  into  thair  gait  that  stude, 

Bot  like  ane  dog  tha  maid  him  for  to  de, 

Or  fra  thair  face  recht  far  awa  to  fle. 

Into  greit  haist  tha  fled  fra  hand  to  hand. 

Throw  Cumbria  and  als  throw  Westmureland,       22,350 

Baith  ^oung  and  aid  that  tyme  into  greit  number, 

Bicht  haistelie  all  ouir  the  water  of  Humber, 

Or  euir  tha  durst  in  ony  place  remane. 

Sic  dred  thai  had  for  to  be  tane  or  slane. 
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So  greit  injure  amang  tliame  thair  tlia  wroclit,     22,355 
Tliat  all  Britane  had  soiie  been  put  to  uocht 
At  thair  plesour  but  ony  pley  or  pleid, 
War  nocht  the  sonner  that  tha  gat  remeid. 

How  THE  Britis  send  ane  Herald  to  Rome  to 
THE   Emprioure  Valentinian,  schawand  to 

HIM    HOW     THA    WAR    OPPRESSIT      WITH     ScOT 
AND    PeCHT. 

Into  all  haist  thai  send  ane  herald  than 

To  Rome  that  tyme  to  Valentinian,  22,360 

And  schew  to  him  how  that  tha  war  ouirthrawin 

Be  Scot  and  Pecht  ilk  da  within  thair  awin  ; 

Beseikand  him  of  his  help  and  supple, 

And  tha  to  Rome  perpetuallie  sould  be 

Subjett  for  ay,  but  ony  pley  or  pleid,  22,365 

So  that  tha  wald  defend  thame  fra  the  feid 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  that  set  on  thame  so  soir ; 

Help  now,  thai  said,  or  releis  ^  neuir  moir, 

Quhen  this  wes  said  to  Valentinian, 

In  Gallia  quhilk  wes  in  Pareis  than,  22,370 

He  hes  gart  pas  the  Britis  to  supple, 

With  greit  power  that  tyme  he  tuke  the  se. 

And  enterit  syne  in  Britane  on  ane  da. 

Thir  tua  kingis  into  Westmawria 

Beleuit  weill  that  he  micht  nocht  lang  byde  22,375 

Into  Britane,  and  speciallie  that  tyde, 

To  mak  the  Britis  lang  help  or  supple, 

Quhairfoir  thai  fenieit  that  tyme  for  to  fie, 

Quhill  that  tha  saw  thair  tyme  mair  oportime, 

Traistand  the  Romanis  sould  leif  Britane  sone,      22,380 

For  greit  mater  tha  had  ado  that  da, 

So  greit  rebellioun  wes  than  in  Gallia. 


'  In  MB.  rellis. 
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And  for  that  caus  with  greit  anger  and  yre, 

Tha  boimdis  baldlie  brint  all  in  ane  fyre, 

Baith  tour  and  toun,  with  all  cornis  and  hay,       22.385 

Syne  scheip  and  nolt  with  thame  turst  away. 

All  kynd  of  thing  wes  Hchtar  than  the  stone, 

That  wald  nocht  birne,  with  thame  away  lies  tone. 


How  THE  ROMANE  LeGAT,  FOLLOWAND  THE 
SCOTTIS  AND  PeCHTIS,  TUKE  ReST  AT  FORTH, 
AND  SYNE  WES  SEND  FOR  AVITH  EtHEUS  TO 
CUM  TO   HIM   IN   ALL   HAIST, 

This  Romane  legat,  herand  thai  war  past, 
With  all  his  power  followit  efter  fast,  22,390 

With  Britis  gyde  far  into  the  North, 
Quhill  that  he  come  on  to  the  water  of  Forth. 
Ane  Weill  lang  quhile  syne  in  that  place  he  la, 
Col.  2.      With  countering  and  carmusche  euerilk  da. 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  richt  pertlie  on  the  plane,        22,395 

Quhill  mony  one  on  euerie  syde  wes  slane. 

It  hapnit  efter  in  that  sarain  tyde, 

TJiat  Romane  legat  micht  no  langar  byde  ; 

This  Etheus,  that  wes  in  Gallia, 

He  send  for  him  that  same  tyme  quhair  he  la,     22,400 

For  he  of  him  had  sic  mister  and  neid 

Exhortand  him  richt  haistelie  to  speid. 

And  all  the  Romanis  bring  with  him  also. 

This  Gallio,  who  wald  hither  go, 

He  hes  gart  big  agane  into  the  tyde,  22,405 

Fra  Abircorne  wnto  the  mouth  of  Clyde, 

Of  erd  and  stone  the  wall  agane  full  wicht, 

Aucht  cubit  thik  and  tuelf  also  of  hicht. 

With  mony  turet  of  erd,  stone  and  tre. 

He  hes  gart  big  that  wall  baith  grit  and  hie,       22,410 

Quhair  men  micht  stand  to  fecht  and  mak  defence, 

To  weir  the  wall  fra  wrang  and  violence, 
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Or  dreid  thair  fais  sould  mak  it  for  to  fall. 

Syne  ordand  men  to  walk  vpoun  the  Avail, 

To  wait  and  watche  riclit  wyslie  da  and  nyclit,    22,415 

Baillis  to  birne,  and  bekynis  that  war  brycht, 

Quhen  tha  saw  other  Scot  or  Pecht  appeir, 

To  warne  thame  all  about  baith  far  and  neir. 

Syne  ordand  thame  richt  sone  for  to  cum  all, 

Baith  ^oung  and  aid,  for  to  defend  the  wall  ;        22,420 

Quha  did  nocht  so  it  sould  coist  him  his  heid. 

Syne  effcer  that  gart  pleneis  euerilk  steid 

War  brint  befoir,  and  castell,  tour  and  toun, 

Gart  big  agane  wes  laitlie  eassin  doun  ; 

And  pleneis  all  agane  fra  Forth  to  Humber,  22,425 

With  cattell,  corne,  and  pepill  out  of  number. 

Quhen  that  wes  done,  syne  passit  on  ane  da 

To  Etheus  agane  in  Gallia  ; 

No  Romane  legat  efter  he  wes  gone, 

Come  tit  agane  sensyne  in  Albione.  22,430 

Now  FOLLOWIS  THE  FASSOUN  HOW  THE  SCOTTTS 
AND  PeCHTIS  wan  THE  WaLL  BIGGIT  BETUIX 
AbIECORNE  and  THE  MOUTH  OF  ClYDE,  AND 
ENTERIT   syne  WITHIN   THE   LANDIS. 

Eugenius,  heirand  that  he  wes  gone, 

And  king  of  Pechtis,  thair  power  baith  in  one 

Richt  haistelie  that  tyme  lies  put  togidder  ; 

Without  lei  thin  thai  war  nother  sueir  nor  lidder. 

Syne  to  the  wall  with  mekle  boist  and  schoir,      22,435 

And  grittar  feir  nor  euir  tha  did  befoir, 

Tha  passit  syne  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 

Neirby  the  wall  thair  with  thair  grit  ost  la. 

The  Britis  than  [that]  woik  vpone  the  hicht, 

Of  that  greit  oist  sone  quhen  tha  gat  ane  sycht,  22,440 

BaiUis  tha  brint,  and  greit  hornis  syne  blew, 

Quhill  reik  and  low  ouir  all  the  land  it  schew. 
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And  thai  siclike  that  duelt  within  the  land, 
Greit  bekynnis  brint  ay  on  fi-a  hand  to  hand ; 
Lib.7,f.Hib.  pj.Q(,gjjg^j^^l  sua  richt  far  and  mony  myle,  22,445 

Continiewalie  onto  ane  weill  lang  quhile, 
With  schout  and  cry  and  mony  bugHs  ])la.st, 
Syne  to  the  wall  thai  come  all  at  the  last. 
Thir  kingis  tuo  that  tyme  quhair  that  tlia  la, 
Of  chosin  men  syne  on  the  secund  da,  22,450 

Devysit  hes  ane  seig  vnto  the  wall, 
Seand  on  force  gif  that  tha  can  gar  ^  it  fall. 
Ane  nobill  man  wes  callit  Grym  that  tyde 
Thair  gouernour  wes  maid  thame  for  to  gyde, 
Come  with  king  Fergus  furth  of  Dania  22,455 

Schort  quhile  befoir,  as  le  haif  hard  me  sa. 
The  king  of  Pechtis  that  tyme  befoir  thame  all, 
Promittit  hes  quha  first  teid  ouir  the  wall, 
He  suld  be  maid  for  his  reward  anone, 
Provest  and  principall  of  Camelidone.  22,460 

This  nobill  Grym,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 
Went  to  the  wall  with  all  tha  bernis  bald, 
With  bowis  big  into  thair  hand  weill  bent ; 
Thair  wes  no  want  of  euerie  instrument 
Men  coidd  devyss,  that  ganit  for  ane  salt,  22,465 

Quhat  neidfidl  war  thairof  tha  had  na  fjilt. 
Syne  loud  on  hicht  he  cryit  hes  his  seinie  ; 
With  that  ane  fiiclit  of  mony  fleand  gan^e, 
Alss  ferce  as  fyre,  amang  the  Britis  flaw. 
That  bydand  war  for  to  debait  the  waw.  22,470 

The  braid  arrowis,  like  ony  schour  of  haill, 
Flicht  efter  flicht  ilkane  on  vtheris  taill 
Tha  flew  als  ferce  as  fyre  dois  of  the  flynt ; 
Greit  danger  wes  for  to  induir  that  dynt : 
And  tha  within,  that  stalwart  war  and  Strang,     22,475 
Out  ouir  the  wall  richt  mony  stanis  slang. 

'  In  MS.  gart. 
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The  men  tliat  stude  vpone  the  touris  hie, 

Out  ouir  the  wall  lute  mony  flanis  flie  ; 

And  tha  without  vpoune  the  tother  side, 

On  thame  within  lute  mony  ganiie  glyde,  22,480 

Heidit  with  steill  that  scharp  as  rasure  schair, 

That  mony  Brit  out  throw  the  bodie  bair. 

That  stude  abone  for  to  debait  the  wall. 

Law  to  the  grund  tha  maid  thame  for  to  fall. 

That  bicker  wes  so  awfull  till  induir,  22,485 

For  to  debait  the  Britis  all  foibuir 

The  wall  abone,  and  drew  thame  fra  the  hycht. 

Then  nobill  Grym,  with  all  power  and  mycht, 

Doun  of  the  wall  quhen  that  he  saw  thame  went, 

Assayit  sone  syne  with  all  instrument  22,490 

At  euerie  pairt  the  strenthis  of  the  wall, 

And  suddantlie  he  lies  maid  it  to  fall. 

So  eith  it  wes  for  to  brek  doun  that  tyme, 

For-quhy  that  wall  wes  nocht  biggit  with  lyme, 

Bot  with  dry  mow  that  wes  of  lytill  effect,  22,495 

Quhairfoir  it  was  the  eithar  for  to  brek. 

How     THE     SCOTTIS     AND     THE     PeCHTIS      ENTERIT 

OUIR  THE  Wall. 

At  sindrie  pairtis  quhair  tha  brak  the  wall, 

Baith  Scot  and  Pecht  hes  enterit  in  thair  all. 

And  fand   the  Britis  vpoun  the  tother  syde, 

Tn  rayit  batteU  bergane  for  to  byde.  22,500 

This  nobill  Grym  than  with  ane  shout  and  cry, 

He  set  on  thame  sua  sone  and  suddantlye. 

That  tha  micht  half  no  lasar  for  to  fle.  Col.  2. 

That  force  it  wes  other  to  do  or  die. 

Richt  mony  fled  quhen  that  tha  saw  sic  dout,       22,505 

The  laif  that  baid  war  all  cloissit  about ; 

Syne  suddantlie,  with  lytill  dyn  or  stryfe. 

In  that  same  place  thai  loissit  all  thair  lyffe. 
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Efter  this  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

That  wall  is  callit  tit  on  this  da,  22,510 

Gryrais  dyke,  as  I  wnderstand, 

With  all  the  duellaris  lit  into  this  land. 

This  beand  done  as  te  half  hard  me  sa, 

Throw  Wicomage  on  to  Pechtlandia 

Eugenius  fuir,  and  king  Drustus  also,  22,515 

And  all  tliair  power  maid  with  thame  till  go, 

And  prayis  tuke  about  fra  hand  to  hand  ; 

"With  fyre  and  blude  tliair  waistit  all  that  land, 


How    ANE    NAVIN     send     BE    KiNG      FERGUS    EN- 
TERIT  AND   LANDTT    IN    PeCHTLAND. 

That  samin  tyme,  as  my  authour  did  sa, 

Ane  greit  navin  fra  Ethelenia  22,520 

Wes  enterit  than  with  mekill  bost  and  schoir, 

Be  the  command  of  king  Fergus  befoir. 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  that  tyme  into  Pechtland, 

Moir  rigorous  than  as  I  wnderstand. 

Be  far  that  tyme  nor  war  tha  kingis  tuo,  22,525 

Onto  the  Britis  wirkand  sa  mekle  wo. 

So  furiuslie  revengit  lies  thair  feid. 

No  levand  thing  tha  sparit  fra  the  deid  ; 

Quhair  euir  tha  come  tha  did  richt  mekle  ska3'th. 

Syne  efterwart  tha  and  thir  kingis  baitli,  22,530 

Ar  met  togidder  syne  vpoune  ane  da, 

And  passit  all  to  Ordolucia. 

The  Britis  all  tha  fled  fra  hand  to  hand, 

Baith  toung  and  aid  richt  sone  tha  left  the  land, 

And  left  all  waist  for  fanenes  for  to  flie,  22,535 

Tlia  war  so  red  for  thair  crudelitie. 

With  wyife  and  barne  and  all  thair  gude  fled  hyne. 

Far  fra  thair  seit  attouir  the  watter  of  Tyne. 
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How  ALL  THE  GuiDIS  BETWIX  TyNE  AND  TUEID 
WAS   MAID    FOR   THE   MeN    OF  WeIR. 

Thir  tuo  kingis  than  maid  aiie  opin  cry, 

Fra  Tyne  to  Tueid  baith  corne,  cattell  and  ky,     22, 5  it. 

Nolt  and  sclieip,  gold  and  vtlier  geir, 

Sould  all  be  fi-e  wnto  the  men  of  weir. 

Ilk  man  suld  haif  all  that  he  docht  to  wyn  ; 

The  tyme  wes  set  quhen  that  he  sould  begin. 

Qulia  had  bene  thair  that  tyme  for  to  haif  sene    22,545 

So  grit  slauchtei',  that  cruell  wes  and  kene, 

Amang  the  Britis  that  tyme  as  tlia  maid, 

Of  loung  and  aid  withoutin  ony  baid, 

With  grit  heirschip  baith  into  fell  and  firth, 

Sa  mony  slane  gat  nother  grace  nor  girth.  22,550 

Ane  lang  quhile  so,   at  laser  as  thame   lest, 

Tha  waistit  all  fra  the  Eist   to  the  West. 

The  Britis  quhilk  wist  of  na  vther  wane, 

Ouir  Adrianis   wall  tha  fled  rycht  fast  ilkane,  Lib.7,f.ii2. 

That  biggit  wes  richt  stark  of  stane  and  lyme';    22,555 

The  quhilk  thai  tuke  for  thair  defence  that  tyme, 

And  stuffit  hes  the  touris  that    war  hie. 

With  mony  stone  and  with   artalierie  ; 

And  mony  men  that  weill  culd  ^  bowis  draw. 

And  stonis  cast,  tha  set  to  keip  the  wall.  22,560 

How  THIR  TuA  Kingis  left  the  seiging  of 
THE  Wall  quhill  Symmer,  and  in  the 
meane  tyme  causit  the  Scottis  and 
Pechtis  to  inhabit  ALii  the  Land  with- 
out the  Wall. 

Thir  kingis  tuo  than  with  thair  power  all 
Hes  left  that  tyme  the  seiging  of  the  wall, 
For  cans  it  wes  so  lait  tyme  of  the   teir, 
Quhill  wynter  went  and  symmer  suld  draw  neir. 


'  In  MS.  raid. 
VOL.    IL 
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Qulien  that  wcs  done  tbir  kingis  gaif  command   22,5C5 
Baitli  wyffe  and  barnis  to   bring  in  that  hmd, 
With   corne,  cattell,  and  all  vther  geir, 
To  occupie  that  tha  had  wyn  by  weir, 
Tha  landis  all  liand  of  lenth  and  breid. 
On  fra  the   wall  ay  fordward  sa  to  Tueid.  22,570 

And  so  tha  did  richt  sone  I  wnderstand  ; 
Within  schort  space  tha  pleneist  all  that  land. 
Syne  all  the  strenthis  that  war  neir  the  wall, 
Tha  stuffit  thame  richt  stranglie  ane  and  all ; 
Becaus  that  wynter  that  tyme  wes  so   neir,  22,575 

Out  of  tha  steidis  syne  wald  na  forder  steir, 
Bot  in   tha  bonndis  bownit  for  to  byde, 
That  biggit  wes  vponn  the  bordour  syde, 
Quhilk  strenthis  war  biggit  of  lyme  and  stone, 
Thair  to   reman  e  quhill  all   wynter   wer  gone.       22,58C 


How  THE  Britis  send  agane    in   Gallia    for 
Help. 

In  that  same  tyme,   as   my   author  did  sa, 

The  Britis  send  a^ane  in  Gallia 

Ane  messinger  to    Etheus,   quhilk  schew 

How   Scot  and  Pecht  so  laitlie  of  the  new. 

In  thair  boundis  with  far  mair  bost  and  schoii',     22,585 

War  cumit  agane  nor  euir  tliai  did   befoir  ; 

With  fyre  and  slauchter   had  distroyit   all 

Fra   Forth  ay  South   to  Adrianis  wall  ; 

And  in  tha  boundis  schupe  [for]  to  remane, 

Quhill  wynter  went  and  symmer  come    agane,      22,590 

And  syne  with  battell  thocht  thame  to  persew  ; 

And  gat  tha  nocht  of  him   that   tyme  reskew, 

Tha  war  bot  loist,   thair  power  wes  so  small. 

Than  Etheus  sic  ansuer  maid  with  all : 

"  Gude  freind,"  he  said,  '4bi-suith  I  can  noclit  se,    22,595 

"  llow  I   this  tyme  may  mak  lielp  or  supj^le. 
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"  Thairfoir  I  wald  xe  did  the  best  ^e  may, 

"  Quhill  efterwart  on  to  sum  vtlier  day, 

"  Qiilien  liapnis  me  for  till  liaif  les  ado, 

"  Per   aduenture   than  I  will  cum  tow  to."  22,600 

How  THE  Brit  Herald  schew  his  Ansuer  in     Coi.  i. 

LUNDONE. 

With  this  ansuer  the  herald  hame  is  gone 

Without  delay  quhill  he  cum  till  Lundone ; 

In  to  that  tyme  thair   counsall  thair  did    hald, 

Befoir  thame  all  his   ansuer  thair  he   tald, 

Word  be  word  how  that  he  said  him.  till.  22,605 

Quhairof  the  Britis  lykit  than  richt  ill 

Of  that  ansuer  qulien  that  tha  hard  and  knew 

Of  Etheus  tha  wald  get  na  reskew, 

Quliilk  had  thame  left  into  thair  grittest  neid, 

And  for  that  caus  thai  quaikit  all  for  dreid.  22,610 

And  that  tyme  thai  war  so  wo  and  will  of  wane, 

In  that  counsall  togidder  all  ar  gane. 

For  till  aduyss  quhat  best  is  till  be  done. 

And  sum  thair  wes  that  counsall  gaif  rycht  sone. 

For  ony  thing  that  efter  micht   befall,  22,615 

Manlie  to  meit  thame  at  the  foirsaid  wall, 

With  all  the  power  that  tha  docht  to  be, 

And  in  that  querrell  other  to  do  or  die, 

Erar  with  thame  nor  for  to  bo   opprest. 

Richt  mony  than  thocht  that  counsall  wes  best.    22,620 

How   CoNAN    Camber    discentit    to    that 
Counsall. 

Ane  man  that  tyme  of  greit   auctoritie, 

Conan  Camber  call  it  to  name  wes  he, 

Richt  neir  he  wes  alss  of  Octaueus  clan, 

Amang  thame   aU  he  wes   the  wysest  man, 

Quhilk  to  that  counsall    discentit  rycht  far ;  22,625 

Full  Weill  he  wist  efter  it  wald  be  war. 

F  2 
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Than  vp  lie   stude    that  tyme   amang  the  laive, 
Befoir  thaine  all   this  counsall  he  thame  gave : 
"  Kicht  Weill   te    knaw,    quhen    we    had   strenth 

and  mycht 
''  Of  horss  and  men,   and  als   of  armour  bricht,    22,630 
"  And  of  the  Romanis  had  help  and  supple, 
"  And  docht  alway  oure  awin  worthit  be  ; 
"  Tliir  harbour  bodeis  that  now  ar   so  bald, 
"  Docht  nocht  of  force  than  for  to  gar  ws  fald, 
"   No  in  that  tyrae  no  trewis  with  thame  tak,     22,635 
"  Nor  tit  no  peice  bot  at  oure  plesour   mak. 
"  Bot  now/'  he  said,  "  allace,  and  harmissa  ! 
"  For  all  that  welth  is  M^ent  full  far  awa. 
"  ^e  knaw  full  weill  how  that  Maxim [i]an, 
"  That  tressonable  tratour  and  fals  tirrane,  22,640 

"  Denudit  ws  of  all  power  and  micht,' 
"  Of  wisdome,  wit,  and  mony  nobill  man 
"  Of  the  best  blude  that  wes  in  all  Britane. 
"  Allace!"  he  said,  "that  euir  sic  thing  sould  fall  ; 
"  Quliairthrow  oure  power  parit  is  so  small,  22,645 

"  That  we  ma  nocht  oure  innimie  resist, 
"  Fra  blude  and  battell  quhairin  rycht  grit  tha 

th[rist], 
"  With  sic  haitrent  and  with  sa  greit  invy, 
"  Thair  appetite  on  ws  to  satisfie, 
Lib.7,f.ii2b.  «<  Off  the  injure  oure  faderis  did  beforne,  22,650 

"  Full  mony  teir  or  ony  heir  wes  borne. 
"  Thair  is  no  travell  that  ma  gar  thame  tyre, 
"  Nor  tit  na  want  of  meit,  or  drink,  or  fyre. 
"  Hungar  and  cald  to  thame  is  litill  pane  ; 
"  To  walk  thairout  baith  into  wynd  and  rane,     22,655 
"  Frost  or  snaw,  ma  do  thame  lytill  deir ; 
"  To  ly  thairout  tha  ar  nocht  for  to  leir. 
"  Thair  is  nothing  that  tha  think  half  so  gude, 
"No  moir  desyrous  nor  the  Britis  blude, 


'  Here  a  line  seems  to  be  wanting. 
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"  With  cruell  slauchter  dalie  to  exerce, 

"  Tliat  liorribill  is  to  me  now  to  reherss.  22,660 

"  Saif  better  counsall,  I  say  for  me  this  da, 

"  To  lat  thame  be  als  far  now  as  we  ma, 

"  Quhill  efterwart  that  we  oure  tyme  ma  se  ; 

"  Perauenture  that  sone  efter  may  be ; 

"  And  nocht  this  tyme  to  temp  Fortoun  ouir        22,gg5 

far. 
"  Full  Weill  I  wait  that  we  will  get  the  war 
"  And  we  do  so  ;  for  oucht  that  I  can  see, 
"  Sail  loiss  oure  land,  bayth  law  and  liber  tie/' 

How   THE    BlilTIS    REBUTIT    CONAN   FOR   HIS    GUDE 

Counsall. 

Quhen  this  Conanus  had  his  taill  so  tald, 

The  Britis  all  richt  bitterlie  and  bald  22,670 

Rebalkit  him,  standand  about,  full  soir. 

Of  tha  wordis  that  he  said  of  befoir ; 

And  all  in  euill  that  lano-age  than  tha  tuke, 

Richt  so  his  counsall  in  the  tyme  forsuik. 

AVitli  haill  consent  decreittit  syne  lies  so,  22,675 

Baith  2oung  and  aid  to  battell  all  to  go. 

And  wemen  als,  that  waldin  war  and  wicht, 

And  euirilk  berne  that  mich[t]  weir  harnes  brycht  ; 

Fra  that  semblie  .sould  no  man  exceptit  be, 

2oung  or  auld,  of  hie  or  law  degrie  ;  22,680 

All  to  be  reddie  in  ane  lytill  space. 

For  to  convene  at  set  da  and  at  place. 

how  conanus  was  slane  with  evjll  adwysit 
Men  becaus  he  wald  nocht  consent  to 
THAiR  ^oung  Counsall. 

This  Conanus  quhen  he  hard  thame  say  so. 
Out  of  his  mynd  neirhand  as  he  wald  go, 


8G  THE   BUIK   OF   THE 

"  AUace  !  "  he  said,  "  soray  and  wo  is  me,  22,685 

"  That  1  so  laiig  on  lyfe  sould  levand  be, 
"  To  se  sic  folie  as  le  wnderfcak, 
"  To  lour  confusioun  with  greit  schame  and  lak. 
"  And  le  do  so,    adew  Britane  for  euir ! 
"  Alhxce ! ''  he  said,  "  or  so  war  I  had  levar  22,690 

"  Ane  thousand  tymes  on  ane  gallons  de, 
"  No  be  on  lyfe  so  greit  mischief  to  se. 
"  Forsuith,"  he  said,  "  als  far  as  I  can  juge, 
"  This  nobill  reahne  without  ony  refuge, 
"  Richt  suddantlie  it  salbe  put  to  nocht.  22,695 

"  And  all  oure  barnage  into  bandone  brocht. 
"  God  I  tak  witnes,  and  the  lawe  heirto, 
"  In  this  counsall  that  I  haif  nocht  ado  ! " 
Then  furth  he  lekl  fra  thame  ane  litill  space. 
Col.  2.         The  lawe  of  thame  war  present  in  that  place,       22,700 
Throw  grit  malice  full  of  malancoly, 
Tha  ansuer  maid  to  him  agane  in  hy. 
Of  litill  motiue  rais  ane  suddane  stryfe. 
That  euerie  Brit  lies  drawin  out  ane  knyfe, 
That  thair  about  war  standand  neirhand  by,  22,705 

To  this  Conanns,  sone  and  suddantly, 
Gaif  mony  wound  war  deidlie  in  that  tyde, 
Quhilk  persit  him  than  baith  throw  bak  and  syde ; 
Amang  thame  thair,  as  my  author  sais, 
He  closit  lies  that  tyme  his  latter  dais.  22,710 


How  THE    FEEINDIS    OF    CONANUS    WAR     DISPLESIT 
OF   HIS   DeITH. 

In  that  counsall  wes  mony  men  of  gude, 

To  this  Conanus  war  richt  neir  of  blude, 

Commouit  war  richt  far  into  that  tyme, 

Thinkand  to  be  revengit  of  that  cryme. 

Amang  thame  than  or  it  micht  weill  be  gydit,     22,715 

The  haill  counsall  in  tua  wes  f-one  diuydit, 
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And  suddantlie  lang  knyvis  out  tlia  drew, 

On  euerie  syde  syne  sindiie  that  tlia  slew 

Ane  lang  quliile  so  in  furiositie, 

With  greit  crabing  and  sic  crudelitie,  22,720 

That  scantlie  weill  with  all  into  that  place, 

It  niiclit  be  stanchit  to  ane  weill  lang  space. 

How  ANE  MeSSINGER  COME  TO  LONDOUN,  AND 
SCHEW  TO  THE  LORDIS  HOW  GrYM  HAD 
CASSIN    DOUN    THE    WALL. 

Sone  efter  that  within  ane  litill  quhile, 

Ane  messinger  that  had  run  mony  myle 

Ouir  hoip,  ouir  hill,  ouir  daill  and  mony  doun,     22,725 

Into  all  haist  he  come  to  Lundoun  toun ; 

And  schew  to  thame  into  that  same  tyme. 

This  nobill  man  the  quhilk  wes  callit  Gryme, 

Quhonie  of  I  schew  schort  quhile  of  befoir, 

Had  cassin  doun  with  mekle  boist  and  schoir,       22,730 

Fra  Abircorne  the  wall  passand  to  Clyde, 

And  neuir  ane  stone  left  standand  in  the  tyde. 

And  efter  that  fuir  fordward  in  the  South, 

Withoutin  stop  ay  on  to  Tynis  mouth. 

And  planeist  had  that  tyme  ouir  all  that  plane,  22,735 

In  that  beleif  that  neuir  Brit  agane 

Into  that  place  fra  that  furth  suld  releive. 

Syne  on  the  Britis  lies  done  grit  mischeif, 

In  euerie  place  befoir  that  tha  fand, 

At  leist  befoir  wes  levand  in  tiiat  land.  22^740 

Sone  efter  that,  he  said,  this  being  done 

Thir  tua  kingis,  richt  suddanthe   and  sone, 

In  sindrie  partis  with   thair  power  all, 

Then  brokin  had  this  Adrianis  wall. 

For-quhy,   he  said,  it  wes  rycht  eitb   to   do,  22,745 

All  instrument  that  neidfull  wes  tbaijto,  Lib.7.f.ii3. 

Or  ^it  ingyne  in  warld  that  micht  be  wrocht 

With  mannis  wit,  thairof  thai  wantit  nocht. 
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Syne  in  tha  boundis  enterit  in  with  sic  number, 

Fra  Tynis  month  all  to  the  water  of  Huniber,     22,750 

Baith  wyfFe  and  man  with  greit  anger  and  feid, 

And  ^oung  and  aid  thai  haif  put  all  to  deid ; 

Thair  is  no   laid  in  that  pairt  left  in  lyffe, 

^oung  or  aid,   other  man  or  wyffe, 

With  cruell  hart  and   greit  crudelitie,  22,755 

Of  thair  injuris  for  to  revengit  be. 

And  tha,  he  said,  that  fled  that  multitude, 

War  dround  ilkone  passand  attour  the  flude. 

Baith  seik  and  walk   and   aid  that  micht  nocht  fle, 

Lyke  doggis  all  tha  maid  thame  for  to   de ;  22,760 

And  tha  that  baid  for  to  defend  the  wall. 

War  tane   or  slane  that  tyme  baith  ane   and  all. 


How  THE  BRITIS,  HEIRAND  the  CUMING  OF  THIR 
KiNGIS,  GREITLIE  WAR  AFFERIT  THAT  THA 
WIST  NOCHT  QUHAT  TILL  DO  ;  SYNE  AT  THE 
LAST     THA      SEND     TuA      HeRALDIS,      ANE     TO 

Etheus    in    Gallia    for    Help,    and    ane 

VTHER  TO  THIR  TuA  KlNGlS  FOR  PeAX. 

The  Britis  all  so  greit  terrour  tha  tuke, 

Quhen  this  wes  said,  tha  trymlit  and  tha  shuke, 

Togidder  syne  to  counsall  all   ar  gone,  22,765 

Ilkone  to  vther  makand  full  sair  ane   mone, 

Devysand  than  quhat  best  wes  to  be  done. 

Syne   at  the  last  decretit  thair  wes  sone, 

Quhen  tha  had  arguud  lang  tyme   to  and  fro. 

In   haist  the  heraldis  in  that  time  till  go,  22,770 

Onto  thir^  kingis  thair  quhairat  tha  la, 

Quhilk  said  to  thame  as  tha  war  ordand  sa, 

Fra  Humber  mouth  wnto  the  wattor  of  Tueid, 

The"^  landis  all  lyand  in  lenth  and  breid, 

'  In  IMS.  And  to  thair,  |      ^  la  MS.  Tha. 
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In  heretage  tlia  soiilcl  half  for  to  mak  peice,         22^775 

And  sober  thame  fra  sic  slauchter  and  ceiss, 

Baith  gold  and  siluer  and  all  other  geir, 

To  laue  in  pece  and  no  moir  to  mak  weir. 

To  Etheus,  that  samin  tyme  also, 

Ane  vther  herald  haif  tlia  maid  till  go,  22,780 

That  wes  richt  traistand  in  all  tiling  to  trow, 

Quhilk  said  to  him  as  I  sail  say  to  zow. 

How  THE  Herald  maid  his  Oresoun  to  Etheus 
THE  Legat. 

"  Etheus,  to  the  it  is  weill  knawin, 

"  We  war  ay  frie  befoir  within  oure  awiu, 

"  And  to  no  leid  maid  subject  for  to  be,  22,785 

"  Bot  leuit  ay  at  oure  awin  libertie, 

"  QuhilP  pairt  be  force,  and  far  mair  be  fre  will, 

"  ^our  celsitude  [we]  war  subdewit  till. 

"  Ze  war  protectour  and  the  suir  port, 

"  The  consolatioun  and  the  greit  confort,  22,790 

"  The  hie  refuge  than  baith  to  gude  and  ill, 

"  For  ony  succour  that  tj^me  send  low  till  ; 

"  And  we,"  he-  said,  "  wnder  ^our  celsitude, 

"  At  tour  fauour  lang  befoir  ay  stude.  Col.  2. 

"  Quhill  efterwart  the  fals  Maximian,  22,795 

"  Quhilk  spukeit  ws  of  mony  nobill  man, 

"  Of  gold  and  siluer,  and  all  vther  geir, 

"  And  of  all  thing  that  neidfull  war  in  weir ; 

"  Quhairfor  we  ar  invaidit  now  ryclit  far 

"  Without  fais  the  langar  ay  the  war,  22,800 

"  That  all  thair  tyme  lies  ay  bene  euill  adwysit, 

"  And  now  with  iow  neglectit  and  dispysit ; 

"  And  to  be  maid  als  with  oure  mortall  fa, 

"  At  thair  plesour  baith  presoner  and  pra. 

>  In  MS.  QuhiU'.  I      '  In  MS.  t/ia.  ■ 
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"  Quliairfoir,"  he  said,   "  Le  tins  same  argument,  22,805 

"  Onto   ws  all    it  ma  be   document, 

"  That  chaugit  is  tour  greit  nobilitie 

"  To  fals  deceptioun   and  crudelitie ; 

"  Or  ellis  tour  power  parit  is  so  far 

"  That   ze  are  lichleit  and  put  to   the  war,  22,810 

"  With  greit  contemptioun    of  tour  majestic, 

"  As  Weill  apperis  at  this  tyme  to   be: 

"  And  gif  Fortoun  lies  decernit  so, 

"  The  nobill  land  of  Britane  for  to  go 

"  So  fremmitlie  into  thairfais  hand,  22,815 

"  Without  supple  of  tow,   or  tit  ganestand, 

"  To  Scot  and  Pecht  quliome  that  we  most  detest, 

"  Throw  fyre  and  blude  tha  lat  ws  tak  no  rest ; 

"  Quliairfoir  of  force   we   ar  maid  for   to  flie 

"  Fra   sted  to  sted  quhill  we  come  to  the  se,      21,820 

"  And  thair  on  force  we  man  byde  and  remane, 

"  Or  ellis  droun,   or  ellis  with  tliame  be  slane. 

"  Tha  bludie  bouchouris  all  tyme  ar  so   bald, 

"  Baith  seik  and  sair,  decreipit,  toung  and  aid, 

"  And  febill  folk  fra  tliame  that  ma  nocht  fle,      22,825 

"  Without  mercie  lies  maid  thame  all  to  de 

"  Bicht  cruellie  with  sic  ane  multitude, 

"  Bayth  tour  and  toun  this  tyme  that  thame  gane- 

stude, 
"  Hes  cassin  douu,  and  brint  all  in  ane  low  ; 
"  Thus  haif  tha  wrocht  oure  landis  throw  and     22,830 

throw. 
"  Heir  we  beseik,"  he  said,  "  thi  majestic, 
"  Gif  reuth,  or  faith,  or  pitie  in  the  be, 
"  Or  for  the  treuth  tliow  audit  the  empriour, 
"  To  rew  on  ws  and  send  ws  smn  succour. 
"  It  be  nocht  said  of  tow  into  na  tyme,  22,835 

"  That  tour  falsheid,  tour  tressoun  and  tour  cryme, 
"  And  sic  beleif  lies  done  ws  far  mair  skayth 
"  Na  war  or  wrang  of  Scot  and  Pechtis  baith. 
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"  And  do  le  nocbt  it  will  exempill  be 

"  To  all  this  warld,  quhen  tliat  tha  heir  and  se  22,840 

"  With  sic  tressoun  te  half  maid  ws  ane  trane, 

"  Neuir  for  to  half  in  low  beleif  agane/' 

How  Etheus  maid  Ansuer  agane  to  the  Legat. 

This  Etheus  that  epistill  quhen  he  red, 

Grit  reuth  and  petie  in  his  hart  he  lied; 

And  said,  "  Deir  freiud,  I  pray  apardoun  me,       22,845 

"  For  at  this  tyme  I  ma  mak  no  supple. 

"  In  Ytalie  I  trow  je  half  hard  tell, 

"  Coutrair  oure  faith  sa  mony  dois  rebeU, 

"  And  I  my  self  als  standis  in  greit  dout 

"  With  mony  rebellis  that  ar  heir  about.  22,850  Lib.7,f. lis  1). 

"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  it  standis  ^  so  with  me,  ^ '   ' 

"  That  at  this  tyme  I  ma  mak  tow  no  supple  ; 

"  Na  tit  na  way  I  ma   debait   tour  querrell, 

"  Without  I  put  my  self  in  ouir  greit  perrell. 

"  Thairfoir  I  wald,  alsueiU  as  that  te  ma,  22,855 

"  Debait  tour  self  wnto  ane  vther  da, 

"  With  grace  of  God  it  ma  stand  so  with  me, 

"  That  I  sail  send  tow  greit  help  and  supple." 

How    the    Herald    come    Hame    to    Lundoun 

AND     SCHEW     his     AnSUER  ;       QUHAIROF     THE 

Britis  was  richt  euill  content. 

The  messinger  hame  with  this  ansuer  sped, 

In  Limdoun  toun  befoir  thame  all  it  red  ;  22,860 

Quhairof  the  Britis  wes  richt  euill  content 

Of  that  respons  that  Etheus  thame  sent. 

That  samin  tyme  the  messenger  also 

Come  hame  agane  thair  fra  tha  kingis  tuo  ; 

Sayand  thai  wald  heir  nane  of  thair  desyre,  22,865 

So  full  tha  war  of  malice  and  of  ire. 


In  MS.  stude. 
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Of  na  jjrofer  that  tlia  can  put  tliame  till, 

Quliill  that  tha  haif  all  Britane   at  thair  will, 

Of  thair  injuris  to  revengit  be, 

So  full  thai  war  of  crudelitie.  22,870 

The  nobillis  all  quhen  he  that  ansuer  schew. 

For  verrie  dreid  tha   changit  all  thair  hew  ; 

Wittand  no  way  qvihat  tha  sould  say  thair  till, 

Into  ane  studie  ane  lang  quhile  so  sat  still, 

Without  langage  that  tyme  of  ony  on,  22,875 

Quaikand  for  dreid  tha  war  so  will  of  wone. 

Syne  at  the  last  thair  spreitis  did  respyre, 

And  suddantlie,  throw  greit  anger  and  yre, 

Reprevit  lies  thair  awin  vngudelines, 

To  be  so  blunt  throw  beistlie  basitnes,  22,880 

Quhill  causit  thame  to  get  grit  skaj^tli  and  lak 

Ane  ennimeis  grit  curage  for  to  tak. 

Syne  with  consent  of  all  wes  present  thair, 

Decreittit  lies  all  man  micht  armour  bair, 

Baith  ^oung  and   aid,   other  ill  or   gude,  22,885 

With  all  thair  power  and  thair  multitude, 

Thir  kingis  meit  at  Adrianus  wall. 

And  tak  the  chance  that  efter  ma  befall, 

Quliat  euir  it  war,  other  good    or  ill. 

As  plesit  Fortoun  for  to  send  thame  till.  22,890 


How     THE     SCOTTIS    AND     THE    PECHTIS,   HEIRAND 

THE    Ansuer     send     era    Etheus    to    the 
*         Britis,    incontinent  enterit   within    Bri- 
tane,  MAKAND   GRIT  HeIRSCHIP. 

So  quietlie  this  thing  wes  [noclit]  done, 

Quhen  king  of  Scottis  and  Pechtis  als  ryclit  sone, 

Sone  efter  than  he  hard  tell  of  all  that. 

And  of  the  ansuer  also   that  tha  gat, 

Fra  Etheus  thairout  of  Gallia  ;  22,895 

Than  suddantlie  thir  foirsaid  kingis  tua,  • 
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Thair  poweris  baitli  togidder  that  lies  drawin, 

Onto  the  Britis  or  it  wes  kend  or  knawin,  Col.  2. 

With  sic  ordour  of  all  thing  les  and  moir, 

As  tha  come  nenir  in  Britane  of  befoir.  22,900 

All  Gallowa  and  Walls  of  Annand, 

And  all  the  dalis  on  the  efter  hand, 

The  Mers  also  that  tuke  the  feild  befoir, 

And    formest  fuir  with  grit  triumph  and  gioir ; 

Athoill,  Argyle  and  Calidonia,  22,905 

All  Othelyn,  and  als  Orestia, 

Wicomage,  with  princes  of  grit  Pechtland, 

The  secund  wyng  that  tyme  lies  tane  on  hand. 

Thir  tua  kingis,  with  mekill  schoir  and  bo[i]st. 

In  middis  led  the  orit  staill  and  the  oist,  22,910 

With  baneris  braid  ay  wavand  with  the  wynd, 

And  all  thair  cariage  curaand  syne  behind. 

Syne  efter  all  thair  come  ane  mekle  rout 

Of  mony  wemen  "Stalwart  war  and  stout, 

And  men  that  war  nocht  ganand  for  the  weir,     22.915 

Sum  ^oung,  sum  aid,  that  mycht  na  liarnes  beir. 

Sum  for  to  se  the  aventur  of  battell. 

And  vtlier  sum  to  carie  away  cattell ; 

Sic  wes  thair  vse  ane  lang  tyme  of  the  aid, 

Gif  all  be  trew  that  my  author  me  tald.  22,920 

How  THE  Britis  first  tuke  Purpois  to  fecht, 

AND   syne   CHANGIT   THAIR   MyND. 

The  Britis  bald  sone  efter  on  ane  day, 

Thame  to  resist  with  all  power  tha  may, 

Hes  tane  the  feild,  baitli  vpone  fit  and  hors, 

With  curage  cleir  richt  mony  clenelie  corss. 

Sone  efter  syne,  quhen  that  tha  wnderstude  22,925 

Thair  ennimeis  war  of  sic  multitude. 

And  of  thair  purpois  than  culd  cum  na  speid, 

Togidder  all  in  counsall  than  tha  teid. 
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Sum  said,  als  far  as  tha  ciild  wnJerstand, 

Greit  folie  wes  to  tak  sic  thing  on  hand,  22,930 

Sen  that  thair  power  wes  sempill  and  small. 

In  auenture  atonis  to  put  thame  all  ; 

Bot  erar  byde  quhill  tha  micht  efter  se 

Ane  better  tyme  quhen  euir  that  it  micht  be. 

In  present  tyme  trewis  with  thame  to  tak,  22,935 

With  what  conditioun  that  tha  pleis  to  mak, 

Tha  said  it  wes  expedient  richt  far, 

Or  efterwart  it  wald  turne  thame  to  war. 


How    THE     BrITIS     send     ANE     HeRALD     TO     THIE 
TtJA    KiNGIS,    SCHAWAND   THiVME   THAIR    MyND 

With  thair  desyr  ane  messinger  is  gone 

[On  to]  tliir  kingis  and  thir  lordis  ilkone ;  22,940 

To  lat  thame  wit  quhat  wes  the  Britis  will. 

With  sic  command  as  than  [thai]  gaif  him  till. 

Thir  tuo  kingis  wald  nocht  heir  thair  desyre, 

^^V'/'i^^'  -^^^   }^^  ■'•^^  ^^y  obtemper  wald  thair  ire. 

Without  the  Britis  laulie  come  thame  till  22,945 

Ilkone   that  tyme,  and  put  thame  in  thair  will. 

And  wald  thai  nocht,   than  schortlie  to   conclude, 

Tha  sould  nocht   byde  fra  battell  and  fra  blude. 

Into  that  tyme  quhill  other  man  or  wyfFe 

Of  Britis  blude  war  levand  vpoun  lyfe,  22^950 

The  messinger  quhen  he  this  ansuer  tald 

To   the   Britis,  tha  grew  so   het  and  bald, 

Half  in  despair,  and  half  in   good  beleif, 

Tuke  aventure  the   battell  for  to  preif 

That  tyme  tha  war  into  so  greit  dispair,  22,955 

Tha '   rakit  nocht  than  other   quhen  or  quhair, 

Seino;  thame   self  in  sic   dancrer  tha  stude, 

To  gif  battell  to  all  that   multitude. 


» In  MS.  Than, 
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Heir  followis  the    Ordoure  of  the  Battell 

OF  SCOTTIS  AND  PeCHTTS  ON  THE  ANE  PAIRT, 
AND  THE  BrITIS  VPOUN  THE  TOTHER  PART, 
AS   ^E   SALL   NOW   HEIR. 

Be  this  the  Scottis  cuming  war  in  siclit, 

And  Pechtis  proude  with  mony  baner  bricht,         22,9G0 

With  schahnis  schill  and  mony  buglis  blast  ; 

Qnhairof  the  Britis  war  no  thing  agast, 

Ire  and  invy  so  movit  had  thair  thocht, 

Of  thair  awin  self  tuke  litill  cuir  or  nocht, 

And  all  tha[t]  da  disposit  for  to  de,  22,965 

So  greit  dispair  tha  had  of  libertie. 

But  ony  mour,  richt  sone  and  suddantlie, 

Tha  tuke  the  feild  all  with  ane  schout  and  cry, 

On  fit  and  horss  with  mony  speir  and  scheild, 

Richt  manfullie  into  the  formest  feild.  .     22,970 

In  that  counter  that  cruell  wes  and  fell, 

Richt  manfullie  togidder  tha  did  mell, 

Quhill  speiris  brak  and  all  in  flenderis  flew  ; 

Thair  coit  armouris  that  war  so  cleir  of  hew, 

And  basnetis,  war  brodin  ouir  with  blude,  22,975 

Into  that  stour  so  stalwartlie  thai  stude. 

In  that  battell  the  Britis  war  so  bald, 

Richt  mony  freik  tha  maid  on  force  to  fald 

Of  Galloway  men  and  of  Annandia. 

The  Britis  all  tha  war  so  bald  that  da,  22,980 

Had  nocht  bene  than  tha  gat  soner  supple, 

Tha  had  bene  loissit  euirilkane  but  le. 


How     EUGENIUS     SEND     GrYME     TO     RESKEW     THE 
SCOTTIS. 

Eugenius  commandit  lies  ^  gude  Gryme, 
With  new  power  to  pas  into  that  tyme 


'  In  AIS.  hcs  commandit. 
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On  to  his  men,  tliame  ^  for  to  mak  reskew,  22,985 

That  faillit  fast  and  als  tha  war  rycht  few. 
This  nobill  Grym  richt  haistelie  him  sped, 
Of  Ylis  men  ane  rout  witli  him  lie  had, 
On  to  the  feikl  for  to  mak  thame  reskew, 
Qnhen  that  he  come  the  battell  did  renew.  22,990 

The  Galloway  men,  the  quhilk  befoir  that  fled, 
Of  his  cuming  so  grit  curage  tha  hed, 
Turnit  agane  als  bald  as  ony  boir, 
With  grittar  strenth  nor  euir  tha  had  befoir. 
So  stoutlie  syne  into  that  stour  tha  stude,  22,995 

Col.  2.      Baithand  thair  brandis  in  the  Britis  blude. 
Richt  mony  als  la  gruflingis  on  the  grund, 
In  thair  bodie  buir  mony  bludie  wound, 
Start  vp  agane  richt  stnrdelie  and  stout, 
And  raikit  in  syne  in  the  thikest  rout,  23,000 

And  sic  ane  counter  at  thair  cuming  maid, 
That  mony  Brit  than  tha  gart  bleid  full  braid. 
The  secund  oist,  als  fast  as  tha  micht  frak, 
Come  in  behind  syne  at  the  Britis  bak, 
Quhen  that  tha  war  forfochtin  and  confoundit  ;     23,005 
Fra  bowis  bent  the  braid  arrowis  aboundit, 
Into  the  air  ay  fleand  by  and  by, 
Quhill  that  tha  cled  the  cloudis  of  the  sky. 
Thir  tuo  kingis,  with  all  thair  royall  rout, 
Hes  closit  than  the  Britis  round  about  23,010 

On  euerie  syde,  alss  thik  as  ony  snaw. 
The  Britis  than  quhen  thai  beheld  and  saw, 
So  awfull  wes  for  to  induir  thair  dynt, 
Tha  fled  als  fast  as  fyre  dois  out  of  flynt 
On  to  ane  moss  wes  neir  hand  by  besyid.  23,015 

The  Scottis  carlis  that  present  Aves  that  tyde, 
Quhilk  litill  vse  or  prattik  had  in  weir. 
With  staf  and  sting,  witlioutin  amies  or  geir, 
Followit  richt  fast  efter  tha  war  gane, 
With  staf  and  sting  syne  slew  richt  mony  ane,     23,020 


In  MS.  than. 


CRONICLIS   OF   SCOTLAND.  97 

In  mos,  in  marres,  and  in  mony  myre, 

As  quha  wald  fell  doun  fewall  to  the  fyre. 

Of  all  Britane  the  greit  nobilitie 

Deit  that  da  without  lielp  or  supple. 

Foure  thousand  men,  as  my  author  did  sa,  23,025 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  deit  thair  that  same  da  ; 

And  fyftene  thousand  of  the  Britis  bald 

Sielike  that  tyme,  as  that  my  author  tald. 

Conanus  counsall  wes  commendit  than 

With  all  the  Britis  ill  and  gude  ilk  man,  23,030 

Tlia  rewit  sair  that  tha  did  nocht  his  reid, 

Quhen  tha  doucht  litill  for  to  mak  remeid  ; 

As  worthie  wes,  it  maid  thame  all  to  rew 

That  sic  a  nobill  for  gude  counsall  slew. 


How    THE    Britis    send   ane   Herald   to   thir 

TUA   KiNGIS. 

Sons  efter  syne,  as  that  my  author  writis,  23,035 

The  haill  barnage  that  left  wes  of  the  Britis 
Vnslane  that  da,  the  quhilk  war  verrie  few, 
Quhen  tha  that  tjane  perfitlie  saw  and  knew 
Into  sic  dout  and  danger  as  tha  w^ar, 
Negleccit  als  with  fals  Fortoun  sua  far ;  23,040 

And  als  thairwith  tha  wist  of  no  supple, 
No  ^it  apperand  in  that  tyme  to  be  ; 
Knawand  richt  also  in  thair  intent, 
Thair  ennimeis  had  no  impediment 
To  wirk  on  thame  thair  willis  as  tha  wald,  23,045 

Quhilk  war  that  tyme  so  bellicois  and  bald  ; 
Quhairfoir  in  haist  than  haif  tha  maid  till  go 
Ane  oratour  wnto  thir  kingis  tuo, 
Beseikand  thame  of  thair  benignitie, 
For  peice  and  rest,  concord  and  vnitie ;  23,050 

Betuix  thame  thair  than  trewis  for  to  tak, 
With  quhat  conditioun  that  tha  pleis  to  mak. 
VOL.  n.  G 
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Lib.7,f.ll4h.  How    THE    KiNG    OF    SCOTTIS    AND    THE    KiNG    OF 

PeCHTIS   GRANTIT   PeAX    to   the    BrITIS,  WITH 
THIS   CoNDITIOUX    AS    FOLLOWIS   IIEIREFTER  IN 

Verss. 

Thir  tno  kinois  of  o-reit  aiictoritie 

Compassioun  had  of  tbair   miseritie, 

And  in  that  tyme  licht  weill  tha  vnderstude        23^055 

That  grit  destructionn  battell  wes  of  blude  ; 

Full  Weill  tha  knew,  for  tha  had  loissit  than 

In  to  that  feild  sa  mony  nobill  man. 

To  thame  also  it  wes  weill  knawin  and  kend 

Of  all  weiris  peice  wes  the  flnall  end  ;  23,060 

Thairfoir  to  thame  tha  grantit  peice  that  da, 

With  thir  conditionis  as  I  sail  low  sa. 

Into  the  first,  the  land  with  lenth  and  breid, 

Fra  Humber  water  to  the  month  of  Tueid, 

That  Scot  and  Pecht  sal  half  in  heretage  ;  23,0G5 

And  euerie  Brit,  baith  man,   wyfe  and  page, 

Tha  sail  remoif  and  na  langer  remane 

Out  of  that  land,  and  neuir  cam  thair  agane. 

And  secundlie,  neuir  for  to  croun  ane  king 

Of  Britis  blude  in  Britane  for  to  rino-.  23,070 

Sextie  thousand  of  gude  money  also. 

Incontinent  glf  to  thir  kingis  tuo  ; 

Sex  thousand  leirlie  for  to  pa  but  pleid, 

Into  tribute  of  fynest  gold  so  reid  ; 

And  no  stranger  in  Britane  to  ressaue,  23,075 

Romane  legat  or  ony  of  the  lawe  ; 

No  with  no  leid  mak  weir  or  do  offence 

Without  thair  leve,  but  in  thair  awin  defence  ; 

And  ay  to  be  reddie  at  thair  command, 

To  wend  with  thame  in  ony  vthcr  land,  23,080 

Quhen  euir  tha  wald,  other  in  peice  or  weir, 

Ami  of  tluilv  awin  cost,  Ium's,  liariies  and  geir. 
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Thrie  liundrctli  })leclgis  also  to  tliarae  ^eikl, 

Of  quhome  the  touiigest  auclitene  teir  of  eilcl  ' 

Suld  be  no  les,  for-quhy  tlia  tliocht  it  neid,  23,085 

The  eldest  als  nocht  threttie  suld  exceid. 

Qulien  thir  conditionis,  as  my  author  -writis, 

Rehersit  war  ilkone  befoir  the  Britis, 

Suppois  tha  thocht  tha  war  richt  euill  to  vse, 

^it  neuivtheles  tha  durst  thaine  nocht  refuse  :        23,090 

For  dreid  and  danger  thai  war  in  alone, 

At  thair  plosour  fulfillit  tlianic  ilkone. 

Fra  that  da  fiirth  the  greit  nobilitie 

Of  all  Britane,  and  als  auctoritie, 

Wes  wynt  to  be  of  sic  honour  and  gloir,  23,095 

Decressit  than  the  langar  ay  the  raoir. 

Off  Fyn  Makcoule,  the  greit  Giant.- 

Thre  hundreth  sax  and  fourtie  also  than, 

Efter  that  Christ  incarnat  wes  ane  man. 

And  in  the  ring  of  Eugene  the  sevint  leir, 

All  tliis  wes  done  that  I  haif  said  low  heir.  23,ioo 

Gif  it  be  suith,  als  that  my  author  sais, 

Fyn  Makcoule  wes  in  tha  samin  dais. 

Of  Scottis  blude  ane  greit  giant  wes  he, 

Mekill  by  mesour,  of  greit  quan title, 

Quhairfoir  his  name  remanis  in  memorie.  23,105 

Bot  I  find  nocht  into  na  famous  storie  Col.  2. 

His  lyfe,  his  stature  or  nobilitie, 

Quhairfoir  richt  loud  of  him  I  trow  tha  le. 

And  I  am  laith  ane  lesing  for  to  mak, 

Thairfoir  as  now  I  will  nocht  wndcrtak  23,lio 

To  tell  ^ow  mair,  or  dreid  le  sa  I  lie ; 

Sen  it  is  best,  now  I  will  lat  it  be. 


•  In  MS.  aid.  I       -  In    MS.      Off   Murlinus,     the 

I  Prop/wit  of  Britane. 

G   2 
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How  THE  Archibischop   Pauladinus  was  send 
IN   Scotland   era  the   Paip  callit   Silis- 

TINUS. 

That  samin  tyme,  ray  author  sais  tlms, 

Ane  archibischop  callit  Paladinus, 

Fra  Silistene  the  paip  of  Rome  wes  send  23,115 

Into  Scotland,  as  it  wes  richt  weill  kend, 

Thame  to  instruct  into  the  faith  of  Christ, 

And  to  confirme  all  bairnis  war  baptist; 

Sanct  Patrik  als  into  tlia  samin  dais. 

Into  Yrland,  as  that  my  author  sais.  23,120 

Richt  langsum  war,  thairfoir  I  will  nocht  dude^ 

To  tell  ^ow  heir  of  all  thair  sanctitude. 

And  the  gude  werkis  in  thair  lyfe  tha  did, 

The  grit  wonder  and  miraclis  that  tha  kid. 

It  will  transcend  the  strenth  of  my  ingyne,  23,125 

To  tell  tow  all  thair  godlines  diuyne  ; 

To  man  in  erd  that  mater  is  ouir  hie, 

Thairfoir  as  now  my  self  will  lat  it  be. 

Quha  lykis  heir  thair  legend  tha  ma  luke  : 

Loving  to  God  heir  endis  the  sevint  buike.  23,130 


Lib.  8.  Heir  endis  the  Sevint  Buik,  and  begynnis  the 

AucHT  Buke;  the  quhilk  treittis  of  greit 
Weir  and  Battell  betuix   the   Britis   on 

THE   TANE  PaRT,  AND  THE  SCOTTIS  AND  PeCHTIS 

on  that  vther  Part. 

As  le  haif  hard  into  the  sevint  befoir, 

How  all  the  Britis  that  tyme  les  and  moir 

Subdewit  war  to  king  Ewgenius, 

And  king  of  Pechtis  that  callit  wes  Drustus, 

The  nobillis  all  and  alls  the  multitude,  23,135 

Continewallie  in  to  sic  seruitude 
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Ten  ze'iT  and  moir  tha  war  but  ony  pley, 

Durst  none  of  thame  thir  kingis  disobey. 

And  than  ane  man,  Conanus  hecht  to  name, 

Of  all  tlie  Britis  grittest  wes  of  fame,  23,110 

And  of  Conanus  sone  he  wes  also, 

Quhomeof  I  schew  low  schort  quhile  syne  ago, 

And  lineallie  discendit  als  wes  he 

Fra  Octaueane  and  his  genelogie, 

Of  Britis  blude  quhilk  wes  the  hindmest  man       23,115 

That  woir  the  croun  .and  kinof  wes  in  Britane. 

This  ilk  Conan,  of  quhome  ze  heir  me  tell. 

In  purpois  wes  that  same  tyme  to  rebell 

Agane  thir  kingis ;  sic  desire  had  he. 

For  to  redeme  the  Britis  libertie.  23,150 


How  THE  Britis  maid  ane  quyet  Counsall. 

Into  Kent  schire  ane  lytill  toun  thair  stude  Lib.s,  f.ii5. 

Vpoun  ane  plane  besyde  ane  rynnand  flude,  ^"''  '• 

Within  ane  wod,  quhair  he  ane  tr3^st  lies  set ; 

The  nobillis  all  of  Britane  thair  him  met 

At  his  requeist  sone  efter  on  ane  da,  23,155 

To  heir  and  se  quhat  he  wald  to  thame  sa. 

Or  dreid  sic  thing  sould  opinlie  bo  knawin, 

Richt  quietlie  thairfoir  that  draucht  wes  drawin, 

Saying,  for  hunting  thai  sould  all  pas  bidder. 

Syne  quhen  tha  war  convenit  altogidder,  23,100 

Bicht  secreitlie  into  that  place  alone, 

Thus  lies  he  said  amancr  them  all  ilkone. 


How   Conanus   maid   his  Oresoun   befoir   tHA 

LORDIS. 

"  Lordis,  forsuith  I  traist  richt  weill  le  knaw, 
"  Sum  tyme  we  had  baith  libertie  and  law, 
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"  To  vse  alway  at  ouro  auctoritie,  23,iG5 

"  With  riches,  honour  and  nobilitie, 

"  Far  worthiar  that  tyme  nor  I  can  rniss, 

"  Of  all  the  warkl  thocht  we  be  now  refuiss. 

"  In  euerie  land  with  all  leid  we  are  lakkit, 

"  With  lone '  barbouris  sen  that   we  war  sub-     23,i70 

jectit 
"  Ten  teir  and  moir,  with  sic  miseritie 
"  That  horribill  is  other  to  heir  or  se. 
"  Quhairof,"  he  said,  "  thair  is  no  leving  man, 
"  That  lies  the  wyit  bot  fals  Maxiniian, 
"  Quhilk  spul^eit  ws  of  all  riclies  and  micht,        23,175 
"  That  ay  sensyne  we  haif  tane  litill  richt. 
"  Bot  now,"  he  said,  "within  thir  teiris  ten, 
"  Into  Britane  richt  mony  nobill  men 
"  Ar  growin  vp  to  richt  greit  quantitie, 
"  With  strenth  and  niicht  and  auimositie,  23,180 

"  Into  sic  number  quhat  of  moir  and  les, 
"  Without,"  he  said,  "  that  oure  wnworthines 
"  Restrenie  ws,  we  ma  with  litill  pane, 
"  Baith  land  and  law,  and  libertie  agane, 
"  For  to  reskew  for  all  thair  bost  and  schoir ;      23,185 
"  Sen  that  oure  fatheris  schort  quhile  of  befoir, 
"  At  thair  plcsour  expellit  thame  ilkone 
"  Richt  far  to  pas  than  out  of  Albione. 
"  And  now,"  he  said,   "sen  we  haif  strenth  and 

mycht, 
"  Siclyke  as  tha,  and  als  the  samin  rycht,  23,i90 

"  Sen  we  want  nocht  bot  curao-e  and  o-ude  will, 
"  My  counsall  is  we  reddio  ws  thair  till ; 
"  And  tak  the  chance  that  God  will  to  ws  send, 
"  Quhat  euir  it  be,  and  byde  the  latter  end." 


'  In  MS.  umiKj. 
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UOW  MONY    OF    THE    BrITIS    ALLOWIT    HIS     COUN- 
SALL,   AND   MONY  MO   ALLOWIT   IT  NOCHT. 

Qubcn  this  wes  said,  riclit  mouy  that  stude  l)y    23;195 

Commendit  him,  syne  sone  and  suddantly, 

To  his  counsall  thairto  gaif  thair  consent. 

And  mony  mo  thairof  wes  nocht  content, 

That'  had  thair  freindis  liand  into  pledge, 

And  for  sic  cans  that  tyme  thai  did  alledgo  23,200 

Tha  wald  nocht  brek  thair  oblissing  and  band. 

That  thai  had  seilht  with  thair  aAvin  hand. 

Richt  Weill  tha  wist,  tha  said,  and  tha  did  so, 

It  wald  thame  tiirue  sone  efterwart  to  wo. 

And  thus  ilk  pairtie  pleyit  for  thair  richt,  23,205 

Quhill  da  wes  gone  and  cuming  wes  the  nicht ; 

Syne  wndecydit,  my  author  did  sa, 

Ilk  man  tuke  leve  and  passit  hame  his  wa. 


How   THE    Britis    Counsall    was   schawin   to 

THE   SCOTTIS. 

So  secreitlie  tit  this  thing  wes  noclit  done 

Amang  thame  self,  quhill  ane  of  thame  rycht        23,210 

sone. 
Of  all  that  counsall  that  all  the  mater  knew. 
To  Scot  and  Pecht  his  secreittis  all  he  schew. 
Quhairof  thir  kingis  war  richt  ill  content, 
And  suddanelie  anc  herald  to  thame  sent, 
Declarand  thame  that  tha  war  all  wntrew ;  23,215 

Richt  Weill,  tha  said,  thair  counsall  all  tha  knew 
Be  rycht  traist  men  that  tyme  that  did  thame  tell. 
How  tha  presume  agane  thame  to  rebell, 
Commanding  thame  for  it  that  tha  had  done, 
Thair  pledgis  all  for  to  fetche  hame  richt  sone,     23,220 


'In  M.S.  And. 
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And  tuyss  alss  mony  for  to  send  agane, 

That  toungar  war,  with  thanie  for  to  remane  ; 

And  no  stranger  amang  thame  to  ressaue, 

For  any  fait  or  mister  tha  micht  haif; 

Or  lit  counsall  amang  thame  self  to  mak  ;  23,225 

In  tyme  to  cum  thai  sould  not  wndertak, 

Without  their  leve  sic  thingis  for  to  do, 

And  wald  tha  nocht,  tha  said,  consent  thairto, 

Declarit  thame  richt  sone  or  euir  tha  wene, 

Thir  kingis  baith  in  Britane  sould  be  sene,  23,230 

Witli  sic  power  and  sic  crudelitie, 

Sic  of  befoir  lit  saw  tha  neuir  with  ee. 

Syne  finallie,  he  said,  than  to  conclude, 

Neuir  for  to  stanche  fra  mort  battell  and  blude, 

Quliill  all  the  Britis  levand  ar  on  lyfe  23,235 

Be  slane  ilkone,  baith  man,  barne  and  wyfe. 

Quhen  this  wes  said  befoir  the  Britis  all 

That  present  war,  that  tyme  bayth  greit  and  small, 

So  greit  rancour  lit  kendlit  in  thair  mynd, 

With  ane  assent  amang  thame  all  defynd,  23,240 

Or  tha  did  sua  tha  sould  far  erar  de 

All  on  ane  da  and  out  of  trubill  be, 

No  for  to  leve  and  be  into  sic  pane. 

All  this  decreit  the  nobillis  war  agane  ; 

Suppois  it  was  richt  soir  aganis  thair  will,  23,245 

Of  force  it  wes  for  to  consent  thairtill, 

With  fair  wordis  misit  the  multitude, 

And  causit  thame  siclyke  for  to  conclude ; 

That  efterwart  richt  sone  tha  did  fulfill 

Thir  chargis  all  thir  kingis  laid  thame  till.  23,250 

How      THE       COMMONIS      OF       BrITANE       EEBELUT 
AGANIS   THE   LORDIS. 

Sone  efter  this  that  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 
Within  the  space  of  thre  or  foure  of  teir, 
The  commonis  all  that  duelt  into  Biitland, 
Convenit  all  togiddcr  in  ane  band, 
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All  on  ane  Ja  said  erar  tlia  wald  de,  23,255 

No  for  to  leif  in.  sic  miseritie ; 

Agane  tliir  kingis  tlioclit  for  to  rebell. 

The  nobillis  all  tbairof  qulien  tlia  hard  tell, 

Dreidand  full  soir  than  for  thir  kingis  tua, 

And  for  thair  freindis  that  in  pledgis  la,  23,260 

Trowand  on  tliame  tlia  sould  thair  harme  revenge;         Lib.8, f. 1 1 5b. 

Of  that  eounsall  thame  self  thair  foi-  to  clenge. 

That  eiierie  man  niiclit  wit  in  verrament, 

Of  that  eounsall  that  thai  [wer]  innocent, 

Tha  gaif  command,  wnder  the  pane  of  deid,  23,265 

The  pepill  all  suld  peice  sone  of  that  pleid. 

The  commonis  than  of  thame  stude  litill  aw, 

Bot  haistelie  to  arm  is  all  did  draw. 

And  gaif  thame  battell  pertlie  on  ane  plane. 

On  euerie  syde  quhair  mony  ane  wes  .slane.  23,270 

The  commonis  thoclit  tha  had  greit  multitude, 

Thair  ordinance  and  ordour  wes  so  rude, 

With  lytill  force  thair  war  confoundit  all, 

And  in  the  feild  riclit  mony  maid  to  fall. 

The  laif  syne  fled  alss  fast  as  tha  mycht  fle,  23,275 

Sum  to  the  mos,  sum  to  the  montanis  hie. 

Tha  followit  fast  efter  quhair  tha  wer  gone, 

And  in  that  chace  tha  slew  richt  mony  one. 


How    THE    COMMOUN    PePILL      REBELLIT     THE    SE- 
CUND   TyME. 

The  commoun  pepill,  thoucht  thai  tint  the  feild, 
And  had  the  moist  part  of  thair  power  keild,        23,280 
^it  sone  efter  Avith  mort  battell  a^ane, 
Tha  met  the  nobillis  pertlie  on  the  plane, 
And  in  that  feild  thair  war  tha  all  confoundit, 
Mony  Avar  slane  and  mony  richt  euill  woundit ; 
And  all  the  laif  war  skaillit  heir  and  thair,  23,285 

Than  for  to  fle  thai  wist  nocht  rycht  Weill  quhair. 
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That  tyme  tliair  power  wes  so  far  opprest, 
That  efterwart  thai  leit  thame  tak  no  rest  ; 
Vpoun  the  plane  tha  durst  nocht  byde  nor  be, 
Bot  hid  in  woddis  and  in  hillis  hie,  23,200 

Quhill  syne  that  force  compel  lit  thame  thairtill, 
That  tha  put  thame  all  into  the  nobillis  will. 
The  nobillis  als  of  thame  tha  had  sic  want, 
But  thame  micht  nother  police  nor  lit  plant; 
On  euerie  syde  thairfoir  tha  war  richt  fane,  23,295 

Athir  with  other  to  afjrie  acfane. 
This  inwart  battell  that  tyme  of  the  Britis, 
Witlioutin  weir,  as  that  my  author  writis, 
It  did  mair  skaitli  that  tyme  into  Britane, 
Nor  all  the  spuite  of  Maximiane,  23,300 

He  had  with  him  into  Armorica, 
Schort  quhile  befoir  as  le  half  hard  me  sa. 
Efter  this  feild  thair  follouit  leiris  thre 
Into  Britane  of  sic  penuritie. 

That  throw  grit  hunger  mo  lossit  the  lyfe,  23,305 

No  did  befoir  other  be  sword  or  knyfe. 
Syne  efter  that  thair  follouit  leiris  thre 
So  fructuous  with  sic  fertilitie, 
In  Britane  siclike  wes  thair  ueuir  sene 
Lang  quhile  befoir,  nor  ^it  sensj'ne  lies  bene.         23,310 
Quhilk  causit  thame  that  tyme  baitli  ane  and  aw. 
To  leve  vertew  and  to  sic  vices  draw, 
Syne  efter  that,  richt  lang  and  mony  teir, 
That  horribill  wes  to  ony  man  to  heir. 
Of  hurdome,  hasart,  and  of  harlatrie,  23,315 

Of  dansing,  drinking,  and  full  gluttony, 
Adultrie  so  litill  than  tha  dred, 
That  fornicatioun  for  na  vice  wes  hed. 
And,  to  my  purpois  fordcr  to  apply, 
Col.  2.        Wes  neuir  vice  than  ringand  wnder  the  sky  23,320 

That  knawin  wes,  or  ^it  befoir  richt  lang, 
Amang  the  Britis  in  that  tyme  tha  rang. 
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And  spcciallie  the  prelattis  of  tliu  kirk, 

Than  of  tliame  all  niaisfc  wranguslic  did  wirk; 

Castand  fra  tliame  of  halie  kirk  all  curis,  23,325 

In  drinking,  dansing,  and  with  commoun  Imris, 

Vsit  thair  lyfe  into  sic  harlatrie, 

And  at  all  thir  [thai]  had  richt  greit  invye, 

That  vsit  vertu  into  word  or  deid. 

That  wes  the  caus  thairfoii-,  as  sais  Sanct  Beid,    22,330 

AVith  the  Saxonis  tha  war  eftcr  ouirthrawin, 

And  ay  scnsync  di.sliereist  of  thair  awin, 

Suppois  thai  war  baith  stalwart,    stout  and  Strang, 

And  tit  are  so,  I  wait  nocht  weill  how  lang. 

How   EUGENIUS   DEPARTIT   OUT   OF   THIS   LyFFE. 

In  all  this  tyme  that  I  haif  tald  tow  heir,  23,335 

Eugenius  this  nobill  cheuilleir, 

Richt  equallie  his  kinrik  gydit  he 

In  peice  and  rest,  and  greit  tranquillitie. 

Gude  faith  and  fredome  in  him  so  wes  fomidit. 

All  welth  and  weilfair  in  his  [realme]  aboundit;  23,310 

His  leigis  all  him  liiifit  oiur  the  laif, 

And  to  the  kirk  greit  fredome  that  he  gaif, 

And  causit  tliame  obeyit  for  to  be 

In  all  his  tyme   with  greit  tranquillitie. 

Four  Imndretht  ^eir  and  saxtie  efter  Christ  23,315 

In  Bethlem  wes  borne  and  syne  baptist, 

And  of  his  ring  quhilk  v/es  the  threttie  teir, 

This  nobill  king  of  qulioine  I  schew  tow  heir. 

He  tuke  his  leif  and  to  his  graif  is  gone. 

For  him  thair  muriiit  that  tyme  mony  one,  23,350 

Into  his  tyme  so  weill  louit  wes  he 

With  ^oung  and  aid  for  his  humilitie ; 

To  freindfuU  men  wes  gentill  to  behald, 

And  to  his  fa  baith  bcllicois  and  bald. 

In  lona  Yle  1  levc  him  liaud  still,  23,355 

With  his  father  into  Ecolumkill. 
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Heir   followis   the   Crownyng  of  Dongardus 

AND  OF  his  NOBILL  DeIDIS.  ThIS  DoN- 
GARDUS  AVES  BrUTHER  TO  THIS  FOIRSAID 
EUGENIUS. 

This  king,  of  quliome  his  deidis  I  haif  schawin, 
No  childer  had  that  tyme  tliat  wes  his  awin. 
Quhairfoir  his  bruther,  hecht  Dongard  to  name, 
Ane  nobill  man  withoutin  ony  blame,  23^360 

With  haill  consent  of  loung  and  aid  ilkone, 
Wes  crownit  king  vpoun  the  marbell  stone. 
Ane  man  he  wes  all  tyme  of  counsall  gude, 
And  far  affectit  to  the  noble  blude, 
Begouth  alway  quhair  that  his  bruther  left;  23,365 

Bicht  mony  place  he  foundit  and  syne  feft 
Lib.  8,  f.  11 G.    In  halie  kirk,  in  ilk  pairt  of  his  ring, 

And  ordand  preistis  for  to  say  and  sing, 

And  seruice  mak  ilk  da  at  tyme  and  hour. 

Pauladius  he  held  in  greit  honour  ;  23,370 

And  with  his  nobillis  causit  him  to  haif 

Greit  reuerence,  siclike  of  all  the  laif 

That  come  with  him,  quliilk  of  the  kirk  had  cuir, 

Ilkane  in  ordour  as  tha  office  buir. 

Syne  sindrie  judgis  for  to  keip  the  lawes,  23,375 

Knawledge  to  tak  of  euerie  mannis  causs. 

And  to  decerne  betuix  the  richt  and  wrang. 

To  held  for  slauchter,  and  for  thift  to  hang, 

And  no  trespas  wnpuneist  for  to  be. 

Into  his  tyme  sic  lawes  ordand  he.  23,380 

Sone  efterwart,  at  greit  laser  and  lenth, 

He  gart  i-eforme  ilk  castell,  tour  and  strenth, 

And  biggit  new  vpoun  the  bordour  syde. 

For  weir  in  peicc  he  thocht  Aves  best  to  prouyde, 

Quhen  that  sic  thing  micht  best  cum  till  effect ;  23,385 

The  quheill  of  Fortoun  he  held  ay  suspect, 
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Thairfoir  with  v/isdome  he  wes  all   tyme  gytlit, 

So  that  nothing  he  hes  left  wnprovydit. 

In  peice  and  rest  I   hit  liim  heir  remane, 

And  to  the  Britis  turne  I  ^vill  agane.  23,390 

How  THE  Britis  war   put   to    Fredome,    efter 

THAI    WAR   SUBDEWIT    WITH    THE    SCOTTIS   AND 

Pechtis  Threttie   ^eir,    be  the   Counsall 

OF   CoNANUS   QUHOME   of   I   SPAK   BEFOIR. 

Neirby   the  space  that  tyme  of  threttie  teir, 
In  sic  bondage  as  I  haif  said   low  heir, 
The  Britis  war  with  greit  miseritie.^ 
So  far  with  thanie  that  tyme  thai    war   ouir 

thrawin, 
Skantlie  durst  say  thair  saull  wes  thair  awin.       23,395 
The  hmdis  als  tha  Lay  in  lenth  and  breid, 
Fra  Humber  water  to  the  mouth  of  Tueid, 
Tha  occupyit  as  all  thair  awin  had  bene  ; 
Within  tha  boundis  durst  neuir  Brit  be  sene  ; 
Ten   thousand  pundis  of  gude  money  alsua,  23,400 

In  tribute  teirlie  syne  tha  gurt  thame  pa. 
Moir  miserable  that  tyme  tha  led  thair   lyfe 
Na  I   can  say,  baith  man,  barne  and  wyfFe, 
With  soir  complaint,  with  piteous  voice  and  stevin, 
Haldand  thair  handis  ilk  da  wnto  the  hevin,         23,405 
Cryand  on  God,  law  kneilland  on  thair  kne. 
To  bring  thame  out  of  that  miseritie. 
Ane  lang  tyme  so  thair  prayer  wes  ouir  all, 
Syne  efterwart  it  liapnit  so  to  fall, 
This  ilk  Conan,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak,  23,4io 

Ane  quyet  counsall  causit  thame   to  mak  : 
Befoir  thame  all  wes  present  thair  that  day, 
He  said  to    thame  as  I  sail  to  tow  say. 


'  Here  a  line  seems  wanting. 
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How   CONANUS   MAID   HIS    OeESOUK. 

"  Lordis,"  he  said,  "  I  knaw    richt   weill  for-tlii, 
"  Vnto  my  coimsall  liad  ^e  done  apply,  23,415 

"  That  I  low  gait"  lang  syne  befoir  ago, 
"  With  ws  I  wait  it  had  nocht  now  stand  so. 
"  We  had  bene  fred,  and  maid  for  to  leve  frie, 
"  Brukand  onre  Land,  oure  law  and  libertie, 
Col.  2.       "  Wnder  ane  king  with  plesour  of  onre  awin,       23,420 
"  Qnliair  now  avc  ar  oppressit  and  ouir  thrawin. 
"  For  than  we  had  hors,  liarnes  and  geir, 
"  Manheid  and  strenth,  and  armonr  for  tlie  weir  : 
"  Thair  lakit  nothing  that  langit  thairtill, 
"  Bot  manheid,  enrage,  hardines  and  will.  23,425 

"  And  now,"  he  said,  "  in  onre  weiris  bygone, 
"  Cure  strenthis  all  ar  faillit  far  ilkone ; 
"  With  darth  and  linnger,  and  infirmitie, 
"  Eicht  mony  ane  sensyne  wes  maid  to  de. 
"  And  now,"  he  said,  "  I  se  richt  ^veill  appeir      23,430 
"  Oure  greit  distructionn  enerilk  leir  by  teir, 
"  That  finaliie,   and  we  remeid  it  nocht, 
"  Or  enir  we  wit  we  wilbe  put  to  nocht. 
"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  I  ^ow  beseik  ilkone, 
"  Remember  how  oin"e  fatheris  bigone,  23,435 

"  ^one  harbour  bodeis  vincust  oft  in  feild, 
"  Syne  exult  thame,  baith  man  [and]  wyfe  and 

ch[e]ild, 
"  Fra  Albione   richt  far  in  other  land, 
"  Sic  aw  tha  stnde  that  tyme  of  thair  command. 
"  Qnhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  gif  curage  in  low  be,      23,440 
"  Or  lit  desyre  of  land  or  libertie, 
"  Or  tit  in  tow  be  other  strynd  or  blude 
"  Of  onre  eldaris,  so  nobill  war  and  gude, 
"  Than  lat  ws  nocht  so  far  degenerat  be 
"  Fra  thame  qnhilk  wes  of  sic  nobillitie  ;  23,445 
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"  Sen  that  we  ar  cuming  of  the  Romane  blude, 

"  Cast  of  this  lok  of  sic  vyle  seruitude, 

"  Wilder  ^one  barbouris  no  langer  to  be, 

"  And  mak  ws  all  to  leve  at  libertie. 

"  Richt  eitli  it  is  oure  purpois  to  fulfill,  23,450 

"  So  we  wald  all  concord  into  ane  will/' 


How  THE  Britis  decreitttt  to  send  in  Armo- 
RiCA  FOR  Supple  aganis  the  Scottis  and 
Pechtis,  and  for  to  haif  ane  King  of 
that  cuntrie. 

Quhen  he  had  said  as  I  haif  said  to  tow, 

His  lanfifao-e  all  richt  fjreitlie  did  allow  ; 

And  iJkone  said  that  that  wes  best  to  do, 

And  suddantlie  gaif  all  consent  thairto,  23,455 

Incontinent  without  ony  delay. 

To  tak  the  feild  and  fortoun  till  assay. 

So  had  thai  done  richt  sone  and  suddantly, 

Had  nocht  bene  ane  that  wes  standand  neirby, 

Quhilk  said,  "  Forsiiith  this  is  the  mater  indeid,  23,igo 

"  And  we  do  so  we  will  cum  lidder  speid 

"  Agane  tone  princes  of  power  and  pryde, 

*'  Without  ane  king  ws  to  convoy  and  gyde. 

"  And  we  oure  self  diswsit  is  in  weir, 

"  But  hors,  harnes,  or  ony  other  geir,  23,4G5 

"  Without  ordour,  or  ony  ws  to  gyde. 

"  My  counsall  is  thairfoir  that  we  provyde 

"  In  ony  place  quhair  we  ma  get  ane  king, 

"  Or  we  temp  Fortoun  ouir  far  in  sic  thing." 

Than  euerie  man  thocht  that  counsall  wes  best,    23,470 

Syne  tuke  to  reid  withoutin  ony  rest. 

This  ilk  Conanus  sould  liim  dres  to  ga 

With  thair  desyre  onto  Armorica,  j^jl^g  fneb 

And  Guytillene  ane  man  but  ony  cry  me,  Col.  1. 

Quhilk  bischop  wes  of  Lundoun  in  that  tvme,       23,475 
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On  to  that  king  the  quhilk  wes  of  tliair  bliide, 

Beseikand  him  of  his  greit  gratitude, 

He  wakl  prouyde  for  thame  ane  king  or  prince, 

In  gudlie  haist  to  cum  in  thair  defence  ; 

Sen  he  him  self  wes  narrest  to  thair  croun,  23,480 

Fra  Dionetli  the  fourt  grie  cuming  doun. 


How  THE  Brit  Lordis  passit  to  Armorica. 

In  that  mater  wes  nother  stop  nor  strywe : 

Sone  war  tha  graithit  on  to  the  gait  belyve, 

With  greit  triumph  syne  ]5assit  to  the  fame. 

The  secund  da  this  Conanus  be  name,  23,485 

So  alterit  wes  throw  caklnes  of  the  se, 

Quhill  that  he  fell  in  greit  infirmitie, 

On  the  thrid  day,  withoutin  ony  remeid. 

He  sufferit  lies  the  Strang  panis  of  deid. 

Guytillean  riclit  greit  displesure  tuke  23,490 

Of  his  diseis,  and  for  his  saik  forsviik 

Meit  and  drink  tua  dayes  or  thre. 

Syne  efterwart,  quhen  he  come  of  the  se, 

Richt  gloriouslie  gart  graith  him  in  his  graif, 

With  all  honour  that  sic  ane  man  sould  half.        23,495 

Syne  efterwart  quhen  that  he  had  done  so, 

To  Androan  he  dressit  him  till  go, 

That  king  that  tyme  wes  of  Armorica, 

Of  thair  awin  blude  discendit  wes  alsua. 

Syne  quhen  he  come  befoir  this  crownit  king,       23,500 

Ilk  word  by  word  the  fassoun  of  all  thing 

At  lenth  and  lasar  schew  to  him  richt  plane, 

That  I  neid  nocht  heir  to  reherss  agane. 

His  oresoun,  the  quhilk  wes  so  prolixt, 

Wald  mar  my  mynd  and  I  had  with  it  fixt,         23,505 

And  tydeus  to  ^ow  also  to  reid, 

And  hinder  me  richt  far  als  of  my  speid, 
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And  I  no  tyrae  lies  now  thairin  to  tarie  : 

With  help  of  God  and  his  deir  moder  Marie, 

My  purpois  is  to  lat  sic  process  pas,  23,5io 

And  tell  ^ow  schortlie  how  the  mater  was. 


How    THE    King    of  Armorica   send   his  Sone 

CONSTANTYNE  IN  BrITANE  WITH  ANE  GREIT 
ArMIE,  FOR  TO  SUPPLE  THE  BRITIS  AGANIS 
THE   ScOTTIS   and    PeCHTIS. 

Off  his  desyre  the  king  wes  weill  content ; 

Of  his  awin  coist  that  tyine  incontinent 

Schir  Constantyne  he  send  to  the  flude, 

Quhilk  wes  his  sone,  with  ane  greit  multitude      23,315 

Of  nobill  men  that  vsit  war  in  weir, 

"With  bow  and  brand,  with  sword,  ax  and  speir, 

And  with  all  thing  qvihairof  tha  micht  haif  neid, 

In  tliat  jornay  micht  caus  thame  for  to  sjjeid. 

Quhen  tha  war  put  syne  in  ane  gude  array,         23,520 

To  schip  tha  went  without  ony  delay, 

And  in  thair  passage  perrell  fand  thai  none, 

Quhill  that  tha  come  richt  saif  in  Albione. 

Tlie  pepill  all  that  duelt  baith  far  and  neir, 

Of  thair  cuming  alss  fast  as  tha  culd  heir,  23,525 

Tha  gadderit  fest,  and  come  to  the  se  coist,  Co!.  2. 

At  his  cuming  tha  met  him  with  ane  oist, 

With  sic  desyre  tha  had  that  tyme  to  se 

This  Constantyne,  that  come  thair  king  to  be. 

Guytillian  quhen  that  he  come  to  land,  23,530 

Quhair  mony  lord  befoir  him  thair  he  fand, 

Than  word  be  word  he  schew  to  thame  ilkone. 

How  he  had  sped  in  his  travell  bigone. 

And  how  sa  weill  he  treittit  was  alsua 

With  Androgen,  king  of  Armorica ;  23,535 

And  of  the  honour  tliat  wes  done  him  thair. 

And  all  his  ansuer  ilk  word  les  and  mair. 

VOL.  II.  H 


114  THE    BUIK    OF   THE 

The  pepill  als  beheld  this  Constantyne, 

Amang  thame  self  ilk  said  to  vther  syne, 

"  This  is  the  man  we  traist  this  t3ane  salbe  23,540 

"  The  haill  reskewar  of  oure  libertie  ; 

"  And  do  he  nocht,  traist  weill  in  all   omr  dais 

*'  It  beis  wndone  \"   ilkone  to  vther  sais. 


How    THE    Britis    convoyit    Constantyne    to 

LUNDOUN. 

With  honour,  reuerence,  and  with  greit  renoun, 

Convoyit  [him]  syne  on  to   Lundoun  toun,  23,545 

Thair,  with  consent  baith  of  aid   and  ting, 

This   Constantyne   thair  haif  tha  erownit  king ; 

Prayand  to  God  his   dais  lang  to  induir, 

And   send  him  fortoun  and  gude  aventuir. 

Befoir  thame   all  than    wes  he   sworne  to   be         23,550 

Baith  leill  and  trew  in  his   auctoritie, 

And  with  all  power  that  he  micht  in  plane, 

Thair  libertie  for  to  reskew  agane, 

Siclike  befoir  as  tha  war  wont  to  be ; 

That  suld  he  do,  he  said,  or  ellis  de.  23,555 

Syne  gart  proclame  within  the  fourtie  da. 

That  euerie  man  als  gudlie  as  he  ma, 

Sould  reddie  be  that  doucht  armoure  to  weir, 

Baith  toimg  and  aid  weill  graithit  into  thair  geir, 

As  tha  micht  furneis,  baith  on  hors  and  feit ;        23,560 

At  Humber  flude  the  tryst  wes  set  to  meit. 

How  the  Scottis  and  Pechtis,  heieand  of  the 
CUMING  OF  Constantyne,  gart  hang  all 
the  Pledgis  that  tha  had  that  Tyme  of 
the  Britis. 

Baith  Scot  and  Pecht  qiihen  tha   hard  tell  that  thing, 
The  pledgis  all  tha  haif  gart  held  and  hing : 
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And  vyldar  deid  hes  maid  mony  to  de 

Riclit  cruellie  without  humanitie.  23,565 

The  Britis  all  thairat  had  sic  dispyte, 

Thinkand  tliair  deid  and  harmis  for  to  quyte, 

Thairfoir  the  sonner  quhair  the  tryst  wes  set, 

Tha  sped  thame  all  qiihill  tha  togidder  met. 

In  that  same  tyme  thir  nobill  kingis  tua,  23,570 

With  all  thair  power  efter  on  ane  da. 

On  fit  and  hors  ane  meruelus  multitude, 

Plantit  thair  palteonis  neirby  Humber  flude. 

And  thair  tha  baid  with  mekle  host  and  schoir, 

Vpone  ane  spy  that  tha  had  send  befoir  23,575 

Into  Britane  fra  thir  tua  kingis  send,  Lib.8,  f.ll7. 

Quhilk  come  agane  and  hes  maid  to  thame  kend  ^°^'  ^' 

The  Britis  all  with  thair  king  war  cumand, 

Within  four  myll  in  all  haist  at  thair  hand. 

Tliir  kingis  tuo  than  to  array  is  gone,  23,580 

And  put  thair  men  in  ordour  thair  ilkone ; 

Syne  be  tha  war  arrayit  weill  at  richt. 

The  Britis  all  apperit  in  thair  sicht ; 

Quhat  movit  thame  it  is  wnkend  to  me, 

Tha  left  the  plane,  and  tuke  the  hilhs  he,  23,585 

Neirhand  besyde,  baith  of  greit  hicht  and  lenth, 

And  thair  thai  stude  arrayit  on  ane  strenth. 

Thir  kingis  tuo  quhilk  did  thair  passage  se, 

Traistand  the  battell  sould  postponit  be 

Quhill  on  the  morne  or  to  sum  vther  da,  23,590 

This  king  Dongard,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

To  all  his  men,  with  ane  loud  voce  and  cleir, 

He  said  to  thame  as  I  sail  say  low  heir. 

How  THE   King  of  Scottis  maid  his  Oresoun, 

"  Mervell,"  he  said,  "  nothing  now  of  tone  sicht, 
"  Quhairfoir  the  Britis  dryuis  to  the  hicht.  23,595 

"  It  is  Weill  kend  to  tow  oft  of  befoir, 
"  Tha  war  ay  full  of  bost,  of  brag  and  schoir, 

H  2 
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"  Behind  oure  bak,  into  all  tyme  and  place, 

"  Syne  fane  to  flie  quhen  that  tha  se  our  face. 

"  Far  manliar  ane  slayis  with  thair  word  23,600 

"  Ma  men,  le  wait,  no  other  knyfe  or  sword. 

"  ^isternycht  loud  tha  cryit  all  on  hie, 

"  '  Qnhair  ar  thai  gone  ?  quhair  sail  we  now  thame 

se  ? 
"  *  Quhair  sail  we  find  tha  fals  tratouris  so  Strang, 
"  '  That  we  haif  socht  richt  mony  da  so  lang  V    23,605 
"  And  now  this  da  quhen  tha  cum  in   oure  sycht, 
"  And  dois  behald  oure  strenthis  and  oure  micht, 
"  Thair  greit  curage  now  culit  is  so  cald, 
"  Tliat  [thai]  dar  nocht  oure  faces  Weill  behald  ; 
"  For  verra  dreicl,  as  le  tour  self  ma  se,  23,6io 

"  Fled  fra  the  feild  onto  ane  montane  hie. 
"  Dreid  nocht  this  tyme,"  he  said,   "  as  I  suppois, 
"  To  fecht  with  thame  ar  so  meticolois, 
"  And  full  of  dreid,  for  all  thair  boist  and  schoir, 
"  So  oft  with  ws  wes  vincust  of  befoir.  23,615 

"  ^one  ar  the  leid  that  lawtie  hes  forlorne, 
"  Faithles  and  fals,  and  oft  syis  mensworne  ; 
"  Withoutin  faith  thai  ar,  baitli  man  and  cheild  ; 
"  Sic  falset   tit  fuir  neuir  weill  in  feild. 
"  And  thocht,"  he  said,  "  te  knaw  ane  lytill         23,620 

we, 
"  Now  at  this  tyme  thair  power  eikit  be  ; 
"  That  is  na  cans  now  that  tha  suld  preuaill, 
"  Nor   tit  no  quhy  quhairfoir  we  suld  faill. 
"  Kicht  Weill  I  knaw  thair  chiftane  maid  of  new, 
"  That  neuir  befoir  thair  fassone  kend  or  23,625 

knew, 
"  For  na  requeist,  teiching  or  document, 
"  Ma  caus  tha  harlottis  to  tak  hardiment, 
"  For  na  admonitioiin  he  can  to  thame  mak, 
"  Of  ws   this  tyme  so  greit  terrour  tha  tak, 
"  Sa  oft  befoir  that  preuit  hes  oure  strenth,         23,030 
"  That  garris  thame  ly  so  far  fra  W's  at  lenth. 
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"  Traist  weill/'  he  said,  "  tlie  hair  clreid  neiiir  the 

hound, 
"  No  lit  the  scheip  the  wolf,  in  to  na  stound, 
"  Quhen  scho  is  put   till  all   hir  grittest  speid, 
"  So  soil"  befar  this  da  as  tha  ws  dreid.  23,635 

"  Giff  hapnis  so  this  da  that  we  get  feild, 
"  Se  that  no  Brit,  suppois  he  wald  him  teild,  Col.  2. 

"  Ze  tak  or  saue  quhill  all  perrell  be  past  ; 
"  Tak  tent  and  b^^de  on  to  the  latter  cast, 
"  And  quhen  tha  fle,  or  dreid  tressone  be  23,640 

wrocht, 
"  Without  ordour  se  that  ^  e  follow  nocht ; 
"  For  and  ze  do,  ^e  ar  abill  to  tak 
"  Throw  sic  wnwisdome  baith  greit  skayth  and  lak." 


Heir  followis  the  Ordour  and  the  Maner 
OF  the  greit  Battell  betuix  Dongardus, 
King  of  Scottis,  and  Constantius,  King 
OF  Britis,  quhair  the  Scottis  wan  the 
Feild  and  thair  King  was  slane  throw 
Misgyding. 

Be  this  was  said,  the  watchis  walkand  by 

Come  in  agane,  and  schew  richt  suddantly  23,0i5 

The  Britis  war  discendit  fra  the  hicht, 

And  curaand  war  in  gude   array  full  richt, 

Towart  the  place  quhair  at  the  Pechtis  la. 

Than  Dongardus,  in  all  the  haist  he  ma. 

He  put  his  men  into  ane  gude  array,  23,653 

And  fordwart  fure  without  ony  affray. 

Onto  the  place  richt  sone  he  gart  thame  pas, 

Quhairat  the  feild  syne  efter  strikin  wes. 

With  buglis  blast  that  hiddeous  wes  till  heir, 

And  sclialmis  schill  with  clarionis  clinkand  cleir,    23,655 

With  baneris  braid,  and  pynsallis  of  greit  pryde, 

And  staitlie  standartis  vpone  euerilk  syde. 


118  THE   BUIK   OF   THE 

Fra  bowmen  bald,  with  bent  bowis  in  hand, 

The  flanis  flew  richt  seharpe  and  weill  scherand  ; 

On  euirilk  syde,  withoutin  ony  feintie,  23,660 

The  cruell  dartis  with  mony  awfull  ganie, 

Lyke  thunder   quhisland  flew  into  the  air, 

The  dais  licht  adumbrit^   ouir  all   quliaii*. 

Syne  efter  that,  with  mony  speir  and  scheild, 

The  laif  richt  fraklie  enterit  in  the  feild,  23,665 

With  sic  ane  dois  togidder  that  tha  di-aif, 

Quhill  all   tliair  scheildis  into  pecis   raif ; 

So  thralie  than  togidder  that  tha  thrist, 

Quhill  speiris  brak  and  birneis  all  did  brist. 

How    BAITH    THE   WyNGIS    OF   THE    BrITIS    FLED. 

The  wyngis  baitli  than  of  the  -Britis  oist  23,670 

Inlaikit  fast,  and  in  the  tyme  neir  loist, 

In  that  counter  sa  mony  thair  wes  keild; 

The  laif  syne   fled  rycht  far  out  of  the   feild. 

Than  all  the  pais  la  on  the  middill  ward, 

Quhair  ^oung  Constans  that  tyme   favicht  with     23,675 

his  gaird. 
He  brocht  with  him  out  of  Armorica  ; 
Tha  preuit  weill,  as   my  author  did  sa. 

how    dongardus    socht    constantyne   in   the 
Feild  to  fecht  with  him  Hand  for  Hand, 

AND    AS    he   was    SLANE. 

Lib,8,  f.iiTb.  This  nobill  Dongard  as  I  wnderstand. 

Sic  curage  had  for  to  fecht  hand  for  hand 

With  Constantyne,  of  quhome  he  had  na  dout,     23,680 

Into  him  self  so  stalwart  wes  and  stout, 

With  sic  desyre  greit  honour  for  to  wyn  ; 

Than  with  ane  raice  amang  thame  encertin, 


'  In  MS.  abumbrit. 
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Into  the  feld  richt  fraklie  on  his  feit, 

Trowand  that  tyme  with  Constantyne  to  meit,      23,685 

Richt  unauisit  followit  in  oure  far 

Into  the  feld  quhair  that  his  fais  war. 

Or  euir  he  wist,  with  few  in  cumpanie 

That  followit  him,  richt  haistelie  in  hy 

With  his  fais  he  wes  closit  about,  23,C90 

So  that  no  way  he  had  for  to  wj'n  out. 

Syne  faucht  so  lang,   for  he  wald  nocht  be  tone, 

Quhen  all  his  feiris  war  slane  euirilk  one. 

Him  self  that  tyme  that  stalwart  wes  and  Strang, 

With  speiris  scharp  that  war  bayth  grit  and  23,695 

lang, 
On  force  wes  borne  than  braidlingis  on  his  bak  ; 
And  as  he  rais  defens  agane  to  mak, 
With  speiris  lang  that  war  bayth  grit  and  squair, 
Out  throw  the  bodie  in  the  breist  him  bair. 
This  wes  the  end  of  gnide  Dongard  the  king,         23,70a 
Quhilk  wes  that  tyme  the  fyft  teir  of  his  ring. 
Richt  mony  cowart  of  his  deid  so  dred, 
Out  of  the  feild  richt  fast  awa  tha  fled. 
The  laif,  quhilk  war  moir  stalwart  in  that  steid, 
Thinkand  to  be  revengit  of  his  deid,  23,705 

Bald  as  ane  boir  in  that  feild  tha  fuir ; 
Thair  deidlie  dyntis  war  awfull  till   induir, 
Wes  none  so  awfull  of  the  Britis  all, 
Bot  with  ane  straik  tha  maid  thame  for  to  faU. 
The  Pechtis  proud  that  da  war  of  sic  pryss,  23,7io 

So  manlie  als,  and  of  thair  gyding  wyss, 
So  hardie  war,  and  of  thair  curage  hie. 
Out  of  the  feild  ane  fot  tha  wald  nocht  fle  ; 
And  thus  tha  faucht  the  space  of  half  a  da. 
But  victorie,  as  my  author  did  sa.  23,7J5 
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How  ALL  THE  GEIT  BaTTELL  OF   THE   BrITIS    FLED. 

Syne  at  the  last  the  Britis  tuke  the  flycht  ; 
Laiigar  to  byde  tha  had  no  streuth  nor  mj'cht. 
For  sixtene  thousand  in  that  feild  wes  slane, 
Without  reskew  la  deid  vpoun  that  plane  ; 
Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  as  my  author  did  sa,  23,720 

Fourtene  thousand  la  deid  that  same  da  ; 
And  gude  Dongard,  that  wes  of  Scottis  king, 
As  I  tow  schew,  the  fyft  leiv  of  his  ring. 
This  Constantyne  quhen  he  had  tynt  the  feild, 
And  had  sa  mony  of  his  knichtis  keild,  23,72  5 

For  him  that  tyme  wald  nocht  convene  agane, 
Na  langar  than  thairfoir  he  durst  remane  ; 
Syne  efterwart,  vpoun  the  secund  da. 
Onto  Kent  schire  he  passit  hame  awa. 
The  Scottis  all  for  the  deid  of  thair  king,  23,730 

So  sorrowfull  and  said  wes  of  that  thing, 
Tha  preissit  nocht  to  follow  on  the  chace, 
No  tit  the  Pechtis  far  out  of  that  place, 
Bot  passit  hame  within  ane  litill  quhile, 
With  gude  Dongard  thair  king  to  lona  He.  23,735 

Col.  2.       In  Ecolumkill  syne  graithit  him  in  his  graue, 
With  all  honour  that  sic  ane  prince  suld  have. 


How  Constantinus,  the  Bruther  of  Dongardus, 
EFTER  HIS  Deid,  was  crowxit  King  of  Scot- 
tis, QUHILK    PREVIT  AVNWORTHELIE   IN  ALL   HIS 

Tyme. 

Ane  sone  he  had  of  ^outhheid  within  eild, 

Congallus  hecht,  quhilk  wes  ane  prettie  clieild, 

That  wes   ouir  ioung  that  tyme  to  be  ane  king,  23,710 

That  all  the  lordis  for  that  samin  thing. 

And  commoun  pepill  that  tyme  did  def^nie 

The  kingis  bruther,  callit  Constantynie. 
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"With  haill  consent  of  all  wes  thair  ilkone, 

Tha  crovvnit  him  vpounthe  marbell  stone.  23,745 

Of  him  that  tyme  tha  had  better  beleif 

In  all  his  tyme  no  he  did  efter  preif 

Fra  his  father,  and  fra  his  bruther  als, 

Degenerit  far,  baith  subtill,  sle  and  fals  ; 

Voluptuous,  full  of  gulositie,  23,750 

And  louit  men  weill  that  culd  fleche  and  le. 

Adulterie  and  fornicatioun, 

Rapt,  and  incest,  and  defloratioun  ; 

Stuprion  to  him  wes  sic  plesour, 

^Vith  dansing,  drinking,  euerie  da  and  hour,  23,755 

With  harlatrie  and  hurdome  mony  Ze'iv, 

Tliat  horribill  wes  into  this  erd  to  heir. 

Of  him  this  tyme  quhat  sould  I  say  ^ow  moir? 

In  Albione  wes  neuir  king  befoir. 

So  vitious  wes  in  all  his  tyme  as  he,  23,760 

Fouliar  infectit  with  faminitie. 

For  no  requeist  that  the  lordis  culd  mak, 

No  deid  of  armis  wald  he  wndertak, 

No  in  his  tyme  wald  justice  keip  or  law ; 

Riclit  few  thair  wes  of  him  stude  ony  aw.  23,765 

For  no  persuasioun  the  lordis  culd  mak, 

Befoir  his  face  or  tit  behind  his  bak, 

For  quhat  promit  that  tha  culd  mak  him  to, 

No  for  no  thing  that  tha  sould  sa  or  do, 

Tha  culd  nocht  all  into  ane  feild  him  bring,         23,770 

Quliair  blude  wes  drawin  or  apperance  of  sic  thing. 

And  als  thairwith,  as  that  my  author  writis, 

He  grantit  peice  skant  askit  be  the  Britis  ; 

At  thair  plesour  gaif  ouir  siclike  alsua 

The  tribute  teirlie  that  tha  war  wont  to  pa,  23,775 

Richt  quietlie,  but  aduiss  of  men  of  gude. 

And  mony  strent  that  on  the  bordour  stude. 

Qulien  all  this  thing  ouir  Scotland  wes  Aveill  knawin 

As  he  had  done,  and  to  the  lordis  schawin, 
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Tha  thocht  ilkone  agane  him  to  rebell  ;  23,780 

So  had   tha  done,  as  my  author  did  tell, 
Had  not  bene  than  the  nobill  gude  Congall, 
Of  Galloway  lord,  and  wysest  of  thame  all, 
The  qnhilk  to  thame  sa  mony  lessoun  schew, 
Greit  perrell  wes  sic  battell  till  persew  23,785 

Amang  thame  self,  knawand  that  it  wes  sua, 
The  Britis  than  quhilk  wes  thair  mortall  fa, 
Redemit  had  that  land  and  libertie, 
And  had  ane  king  thair  gouernor  to  be, 
And  bad  also  bot  waittand  on  thair  tyme,  23,79o 

Xiib.s,  f'.iiB.    "  For  to  revenge  the  grit  injure  and  cryme 

"  That  we  haif  wrocht  to  thame  this  tyme  befoir. 

"  Also,"  he  said,  "  the  Pechtis  les  and  moir 

"  Ar  perelous  to  lippin  in,  for-quhy 

"  Tha  fauour  thame  ay  hes  the  victory.  23,795 

"  My  counsall  is,"  he  said,  "  for  dreid  of  war, 

■■'  Till  better  tyme  this  mater  to  defar." 

And  so  thai  did  at  his  counsall  ilkone, 

)Skaillit  that  court,  syne  hamewart  all  ar  gone. 


How    THE   King    of    Pechtis,   seing    the    Un- 

WOKTHINES  OF  THE  KiNG  OF  SCOTTIS,  HAIF- 
FAND  NO  BeLEIFF  OF  HIS  HeLP  ;  QUHAIRFOIR 
THA     GART    SLA    THE    KiNG     OF     BrITIS    WITH 

Tressoun. 

The  king  of  Pechtis  and  his  lordis  all,  23,800 

Considderand  quhat  efter  micht  befall 

Of  Constantyne  that  wes  of  Scottis  king, 

Wes  so  wnworthie  into  euerie  thing ; 

Traistand  richt  weill  gif  war  hapnit  to  be, 

Of  him  tha  sould  get  richt  sober  supplie.  23,805 

The  Britis  als,  vpoun  the  vther  syde, 

Quhilk  war  that  tyme  of  sic  powar  and  pryde, 
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And  so  rejosit  of  thair  libertie, 

And  thair  new  king  and  his  auctoritie, 

And    tha   mycht    nocht    aganis    thair    purpois        23,8io 

stry  ve  ; 
Quhairfoir  tha  liaif  conducit  than  belyve 
Tua  fair  toung.  men,  the  quhilk  on  hand  hes  tane, 
For  greit  reward  and  giftis  mony  ane, 
To  sla  this  king  of  Britis  Constantyne, 
Throw  gi-eit  dissait  and  throw  subtill  ingyne.        23,815 
Syne  fenteit  thame  as  tha  Britis  had  bene, 
In  Brit  langage,  as  my  author  did  mene, 
Perqueir  tha  war  in  nothing  for  to  leir, 
That  causit  thame  to  tak  the  far  les  feir. 
First  in  the  court  tha  maid  ane  quhile  repair,       23,820 
And  efterwart,  the  langar  ay  the  mair, 
Fra  thai  euld  tak  and  tell  of  mony  thing, 
Quhairthrow  thai  gat  sic  quentance  of  the  king, 
Tha  war  nocht  warnit  nother  tyme  nor  tyde, 
Quhen  plesit  thame  to  cum  till  his  bedsyde.  23,825 


How  Constantyne  wes  slane  with  Tressoun. 

Syne  quhen  tha  saw  thair  tyme  wes  oportune, 

That  ganand  wes  quhen  sic  thing  sould  be  done  ; 

In  his  chalmer  richt  quietlie  ane  da, 

Tha  stikkit  him  in  his^  bed  quhair  he  la. 

Syne,  or  tha  culd  diuyde  thame  of  that  land,       23,830 

Tha  war  baith  tane  and  fast  bund  fit  and  hand  ; 

Syne  in  ane  fyre  war  baith  brint  to  deid, 

For  thair  reward  wes  no  vther  remeid. 

The  fourtene  ^eir  deposit  of  his  ring, 

This  Constantyne  of  Britis  that  wes  king.  23,835 


»  In  MS.  hie. 
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How  THE  King  of  Scottis  was  slane  with  the 
Lord  of  the  Ylis. 

Sone  efter  syne,  as  ^e  sail  wnderstand, 
This  Coustantyne  that  king  wes  of  Scotland, 
Col.  2,       Richt  suddantlie  wes  slane  into  ane  place, 
At  set  purpois  and  nocht  of  suddante  cace, 
Be  ane  that  tyme  quhilk  wes  of  nobill  blude,       23,S40 
Lord  of  the  Ylis  and  ane  man  of  greit  gude, 
For  the  defoulling  of  his  dochter  deir, 
Magir  hir  will,  syne  of  ane  vyle  maneir. 
And  how  it  wes  I  can  nocht,  except  I  le. 
Tell  tow  the  cace,  for  it  wes  nocht  tald  me.         23,845 
My  author  said,  as  I  can  richt  weill  trow. 
The  lordis  aU  thairof  did  him  allow. 

Heir  followis  the   Crownyng  of    Congallus 
the  Sone  of  Dongardus  foirsaid,  and  of 

HIS     NOBILL     PRINCELIE    DeIDIS,     AS     IE     SALL 
EFTER   HEIR. 

Quhen  he  was  deid  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 

Quhairof  his  ring  wes  than  the  threttene  teir. 

The  lordis  all,  within  ane  lytill  quhile,  23,850 

Convenit  lies  togidder  in  Argatyle  ; 

Crownit  hes  Congallus  to  thair  king, 

The  sone  of  Dongard,  plesand  and  benyng. 

His  fatheris  way  he  follonit  as  he  micht. 

To  euerie  man  to  do  justice  and  richt ;  23,855 

Theif  and  revar  gart  baith  heid  and  hing, 

Y/ithout  counsall  that  tyme  he  did  na  thing  ; 

And  presit  ay  for  to  mak  peice  and  rest. 

In  all  his  tyme  he  thoucht  sic  thing  wes  best. 

Richt  manlie  als  he  wes  in  tyme  of  weir,  23,8G0 

At  no  man  wisdome  neidit  for  to  leir ; 

In  his  stait  royall  heir  I  leve  him  still. 

And  to  the  Britis  turne  afiane  I  will. 
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Heir  followis  the  Discriptioun  of  the  King 
OF   Britis   Thre   Sonis,  Coxstantius,    Am- 

BROSIUS  AND   VtER. 

This  king  of  Britis,  callit  Constantyne, 

Tlire  sonis  had  baith  fettis,  fair  and  fyne.  23,865 

The  eldest  hecht  Constantius  to  his  name, 

Ane  basit  bame  ay  full  of  dreid  and  schame, 

Without  makdome  vther  of  lym  or  lith, 

And  richt  vnnaturall  he  wes  thairwith. 

And  for  that  quhy  he  ganit  nocht  to  be  23,870 

Ane  king  or  prince,  to  half  auctoritie, 

Thairfoir  his  father,  for  that  samin  caice, 

^laid  him  ane  monk  in  ane  religious  place. 

He  thoclit  he  wes  mair  ganand  for  sic  thing, 

Na  for  to  be  ane  governour  or  king.  23,875 

How  Wortigernus    tuke  Constantyne  out  of 
Religioun,  and  maid  him  King  of  Britis. 

Ane  greit  nobill,  hecht  Wortigern  to  name, 

In  all  Britane  he  wes  grittest  of  fame  , 

Efter  the  deith  of  Constantvne  the  king- 

Out  of  relimoun  his  sone  lies  ff^^rt  brine:, 

Magir  his  will,  be  his  auctoritie,  23,880   Lib.8, f.iisb. 

Syne  crownit  him  of  Britane  king  to  be.  ^°''  ^* 

In  that  beleif  traistand  he  sould  be  maid 

Greit  governour  of  all  Britane  so  braid ; 

For-quhy  this  king  for  sic  thing  wes  vnable, 

This  tirrane  WTOcht  that  tyme  so  tressonable.        23,885 

As  he  supponit,  syne  with  haill  consent, 

Of  all  Britane  he  wes  maid  haill  regent 

And  governour,  baith  be  land  and  se 

To  reule  and  steir  at  his  auctoi'itie. 

Ane  hundret  Scottis  stalwart  and  rj'cht  stout,       23,890 

Als  mony  Pechtis  knycht  into  ane  rout, 
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Conducit  lies  that  tyme  for  meit  and  fie, 

To  keip  this  king  and  at  his  bidding  be ; 

And  of  his  corce  dalie  for  till  haif  ciiir, 

And  keip  him  weill  fra  all  misauentuir.  23,895 

For  greit  disceptioun  all  this  thing  he  did, 

That  his  tressoun  the  clossar  micht  be  hid ; 

As  efterwart  it  previt  weill  in  deid 

With  Wortigerne  in  storie  as  we  reid. 

This  sempill  king,  qnhilk  wes  ane  saikles  23,900 

wycht, 
In  to  his  bed  gart  murdreis  him  on  the  nycht. 
That  samin  nycht  quhen  it  wes  kend  and  sene, 
Of  all  sic  thing  as  he  had  saikles  bene, 
Ouir  all  that  place  he  reirdit  vp  and  doun, 
In  his  wodnes  like  till  ane  wyld  lyoun,  23,905 

As  he  wald  ryve  the   flesche  than  fra  the  bane, 
For  sic  displesour  thairof  he  had  tane. 
All  for  the  slauchter  of  that  saikles  king  ; 
Bot  in  his  thocht  thair  wes  ane  vther  thing. 
Baith  Scot  and  Pecht  that  wes  into  his  gard,      23,910 
He  hes  gart  tak  and  put  tliame  all  in  ward, 
Quhill  on  the  morne  till  keip  in  fetteris  fast, 
Quhen  da  wes  cuming  and  the  nycht  wes  past, 
In  Lundoun  toun  syne  airlie  on  the  morne, 
Baith  Scot  and  Pecht  gart  present  him  beforne,    23,915 
Quhair  mony  lord  that  tyme  wes  to  se, 
And  the  maist  part  of  the  commonitie. 
Befoir  thame   all  the  Scottis  he  accusit, 
And  Pechtis  als,   of  sic  tressoun  tha  vsit. 
Into  the   slauchter   of  ane   crownit  king  ;  23,920 

To  quhome  thai  gaif  sic  traist  into  that  thing, 
Thir  saikles  men,   quhilk  war  richt  innocent, 
Oondampnit  war  to  schamles  deid  and  schent : 
Vpoun  ane  gallons  made  thame  all   to  de. 
For  that  same   deith,  without  reutli   or  pitie.        23,925 
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How  THE  Britis,  efter  the  Deith  of  Const  an- 

TIUSj    BECAUS    A]tfBROSIUS,    HIS    BrUTHER,    WAS 

SO  touNG,  chesit  Wortingernus  to  be  the 
■    King  of  Britane. 

The  Britis  all  as  tlia  richt  Avnderstiide, 

Traistand  tliat  he  had  done  all  that  for  gude, 

Commendit  him,   sayand  ilkane  that  he 

Was  richt  weill  worth  to  half  auctoritie, 

Baith  toung  and  aid,  als  far  as  thai  had  feill,    23,930 

So   able  wrocht  ay   for  the   commoun    weill. 

The  secund  bruther  of  Constantius, 

Callit  he  wes  to  name  Ambrosius 

Aurelius,  ane  wonder  prattle  cheild, 

Bot  he  wes  toung  and  of  richt  tender  eild.         23,935 

This  Wortigerne,  that  knew  full  weill   that  he  ^^^- ^'' 

Wnabill  was  to  half  auctoritie, 

Befoir  thame  all  proponit  hes  that  thing, 

Gif  plesit  thame. this  Ambros  to  mak  king. 

Than  said  thai  all  ilkone  that  tyme,  that  he      23,940 

Was  all  to  loung  ane  king  or  prince  to  be, 

Considdering  all  thing  baith  ill  and  gude, 

In  so  greit  doubt  the  commoun  weill  than  stude. 

Thus  ansuerit  tha  the  lordis  and  all  the  laif 

Said  he  agane,  "  Quhome  plesis  low  till  half?"    23,94.5 

For  force  it  wes  this  tyme  to  cheis  ane  king. 

Than  with  ane  voce  thai  said,  baith  aid  and  ting, 

"  Thy  awin  self  we  lyke  above  the  laive ; 

"  Thou  ar  most  worthie  sic  office  to  half" 

How  Wortigernus  was   crownit  King. 

With  sword,  sceptour,    and   rob  royall  so  reid,     23,950 
And  croun  of  gold  syne  set  vpoiin  his  held. 
And  grit   biythnes  that  tyme  of  al  dand   ting, 
This  Wortigerne  thair  half  tha  crownit  king. 
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Schort  quliile  efter  that  he  the  croun  had  tane, 

Distroyit  hes  the  friendis  euerilk  ane  23,955 

Of  Constantyne,  the  quhilk  wes  king  befoir, 

Flemit  or  slane  thai  war  baith  les  and  moir  ; 

Throw  feinteit  faltis  as  he  fand  anew, 

Waill  secreitlie  richt  mony  that  he  slew. 

The  toung  childer  to  Constantius  wes  brother,      23,969 

Ambrois  the  tane,  and  Vter  hecht  the  tother, 

That  sonis  war  to  nobill  Constantyne, 

Quhome  of  befoir  I  schew  schort  quhile  syne, 

Quhan  that  tlia  knew  this  cruell  king  did  sua, 

Fra  him  tha  lied  intill  Armorica,  23,965 

Amang  thair  freindis  for  to  leve  in  lie, 

Quhill  efterwart  that  tha  thair  tyme  micht  se. 


How     CONGALLTJS,     THE     KiNG     OF     SCOTTIS,     AND 

Galanus,   the    King    of  Pechtis,   heirand 

HOW    WORTIGERNE    HAD     SLANE    THAIR     MeN, 
PERSEWIT   him   INCONTINENT. 

The  king  of  Scottis  Congallus,  quhen  he  knew. 

As  Galanus  the  king  of  Pechtis  him  schew, 

How  Wortigerne  without  ony  remeid,  23,970 

So  cruellie  had  put  thair  men  to  deid, 

With  fals  tressoun  his  king  quhen  he  had  slane, 

Without  respect  no  langar  wald  remane. 

Amang  the  Britis  baith  with  fyre  and  blude, 

Tha  enterit  in  with  sic  ane  multitude,  23,075 

With  sic  desyr  of  greit  crudelitie. 

Of  the  injures  to  revengit  be, 

Wes  nothing  frie,  ather  in  fell  or  firth, 

Of  Britis  blude  that  tyme  gat  ony  girth, 

Baith  wyffe  and  barne,  ^oung  and  aid  ilkane,       23,9S) 

Seik  or  lit  haill,  that  tyme  tha  sparit  nane. 

Quhairfor  the  Britis  eviirilk  da  by  da, 

Tha  lost  thair  guidis  and  fled  richt  fast  awa 
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To  Wortigerne,  and  tald  him  how  it  stude, 

How  tha  liad  left  baitli  wyfe,  barnis  and  glide  ;  23,985 

And  all  war  slane  that  tyme  docht  nocht  to  fie  Libs,  f.119. 

Fra  Scot  and  Pecht,  with  greit  crudelitie.  ^°''  ^' 


How    Wortigerne    send    Guytilyn    to    resist 
THiR  Kingis. 

This  Wortigerne  herand  that  it  wes  so, 
Richt  haistelie  gart  furneis  for  to  go, 
With  Guitilyn  wes  lord  of  Cambria,  23,990 

Ane  greit  armie  for  to  resist  thir  tna. 
In  Lundoiin  toim  that  tyme  him  self  baid  still, 
To  wend  till  weir  he  had  bot  lytill  will  ; 
For  he  wist  nocht,  thairfoir  he  wald  nocht  go, 
Quha  was  his  freind  or  lit  quha  wes  his  fo.  23,995 

This  samin  tyme  that  le  half  hard  me  sa, 
This  Guitilyn  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 
Come  with  his  power  as  I  wnderstand, 
Quhair  Scot  and  Pecht  war  skaillit  in  tlie  land, 
Without  ordoure  in  mony  sindre  place,  24,000 

Vp  and  doun,  nocht  wittand  of  that  cace. 
Or  euir  tha  wist  thair  wes  tua  hundreth  tane 
In  handis  all,  and  syne  richt  sone  ilk  ane 
Condampnit  all  as  theuis  for  to  die  ; 
On  gallons  syne  sone  hangit  all  full  hie.  24,005 

Quhen  this  was  schawin  to  thir  kingis  tuo, 
How  Guitilyn  thair  liegis  slane  had  so, 
With  all  thair  power  on  the  auchtane  da, 
Come  neir  the  place  quhair  that  the  Britis  la. 
At  quhais  cuming,  at  the  first  sicht  and  luke,       24,0i0 
The  Britis  all  so  greit  terrour  thai  tuke. 
That  tha  refasit  all  that  da  to  fecht. 
So  Weill  tha  wist  that  euerie  Scot  and  Pecht, 
vol.  II.  I 
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The  victorie  of  tliame  and  tlia  michfc  haue, 

Thair  wes  na  gold  nor  ransoum  myclit  thame       24,015 

saue. 
Guyfcilien,  quhen  [he]  than  wnderstude 
So  far  than  faillit  wes  thair  fortitude, 
With  nianlie  wit  and  animositie, 
He  confort  thame  with  curiositie ; 

And  sic  ane  sermone  tliat  tyme  to  thame  schew,  24,020 
That  euerie  man  new  enrage  till  him  drew, 
Sayand  with  him  tha  sonld  all  erar  die. 
Out  of  the  feild  ane  fit  or  tha  wald  flie. 


How  GUYTYLYN   MET  THIR   TUA   KiNGIS   IN   FeILD. 

And  or  tha  durst  the  greit  battell  assaill, 

For  to  temp  Fortoun  with  thair  power  haill,         24,025 

With  countering  and  carmusche  mony  dais, 

Tha  la  riclit  lang,  as  that  my  author  sais. 

Syne  at  the  last,  with  haill  power  tha  met 

Into  ane  place  quhair  at  the  feild  wes  set. 

With  baneris  braid  weill  brodit  of  the  new,  24,030 

And  mony  standart  all  of  sindrie  hew  ; 

With  buglis  blast  vp  to  the  hevin  on  hiclit, 

In  breist  plait,  birny,  and  in  brasar  briclit. 

Togidder  syne  so  stalwartlie  tha  straik, 

With  sic  ane  schow  gart  all  the  schawls  schaik ;  24,035 

Thair  speiris  scharpe  that  war  baith  grit  and 

squair, 
In  splenderis  sprang  aboue  thame  in  the  air, 
Thir  wicht  men  v/eildit  thair  waponis  so  weill, 
That  euerie  straik  out-throw  thair  stuf  of  steill 
Thay  gart  the  blude  brist  out  vpoun  the  grene,    24,040 
That  petio  wes  quha  had  bone  thair  and  sene. 


( 
I 
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How   BAITII   THE   BRITIS  WyNGIS,   EFTER   THAT  THA        ^^^-  ^^ 
FLED,    SET   ON   CONGALLUS. 

Then  baith  the  wyngis  of  the  Britis  syde 

War  put  abak,  and  micht  no  langar  byde, 

And  did  releve,  be  thousandis  sevin  or  aucht, 

On  to  the  feild  agane  Congalhis  fimcht ;  24.,045 

And  eikit  hes  the  Britis  power  far, 

And  put  Congallus  also  to  the  war  ; 

For  all  the  force,  and  all  the  fortitude, 

Of  the  haill  feild  that  da  agane  him  stude. 

The  king  of  Peehtis  persauit  that  in  hy,  24,050 

Into  ane  wing  quhair  he  wes  fechtand  by, 

Richt  sone  he  send  behind  the  Britis  bak, 

Wicht  waillit  men  ane  counter  for  to  mak  ; 

With  sic  prattik  seand  gif  he  culd  preve, 

Fra  that  perrell  Congallus  to  releve.  24,055 

The  Britis  quhilk  about  thame  had  ane  ee, 

Richt  suddantlie,  quhen  tha  sic  thing  did  se, 

Tha  tuke  the  flicht  and  wald  no  langer  byde, 

On  to  thair  tentis  fled  fast  in  the  tyde. 

The  king  of  Peehtis  that  persauit  weill ;  2l.,0G0 

Richt  stalwart  men  that  war  cled  all  in  steill 

He  gart  prevene  the  Britis  thair  ane  space, 

Quhairfoir  tha  fled  all  to  ane  vther  place. 

Thir  kingis  tua  tha  follouit  on  so  fast, 

Quhill  tha  war  all  ouirtane  syne  at  the  last.         24,065 


How  THE  Britis  kest  thair  Armour  awa,  and 

COME   AND   ASKIT   GRACE. 

And  quhen  tha  saw  thair  wes  no  place  to  fle, 
In  grit  dispair,  trowing  all  for  to  de, 
As  witles  men  out  of  thair  wit  richt  wa, 
Thair  armour  all  tha  kest  that  tyme  thame  fra  : 

I  2 
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And  syne  on  kneis  come  tliir  kingis  till,  24,070 

And  richt  puirlie  put  thame  all  in  tliair  will. 

Thir  kingis  tuo  baith  presoner  and  pra, 

That  tha  had  wyn  into  the  feild  that  da. 

To  euerie  man  after  his  facultie, 

Distribut  hes  thairof  ane  quantitie.  24,075 

This  battell  wes  richt  bludie  to  the  Britis, 

For  tuentie  thousand,  as  my  author  writis, 

And  ma  that  da,  wer  slane  into  the  feild  ; 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  war  neir  foure  thousand  keild. 

Quhen  this  wes  doue,  thir  tuo  kingis  at  lenth,     24,080 

Seigit  and  wan  richt  mony  toun  and  strenth, 

And  rycht  greit  slauchter  maid  ouir  all  that  land 

Into  that  tyme  without  ony  ganestaud. 


How  WORTIGERNE,  HERAND  THE  FeILD  WAS 
TYNT,  HAD  FLED  OUT  OF  BrITANE,  WAR  [1t] 
NOCHT   [for]    CoUNSALL   OF   FrEINDIS. 

In  Lundoun  toun  quhen  this  wes  schawin  plane, 
How  Guytilyn  and  all  his  men  war  slane,  24,085 

This  Wortigerne  than  of  na  way  he  wist 
Thir  kingis  tuo  how  that  he  sould  resist  ; 
Libs  f.il9b    Than  in  his  mj'^nd  richt  sone   deliuerit  he 
Col.  1.         Richt  secreitlie   out  of  Britane  to  fle. 

To  his  freindis  quhen  that  purpois  [he]  schew,       24,090 

Tha  said  ilkone,  that  counsall  is  wntrew, 

To  mak  him  self  thairfor  to  lycht  so  law, 

Fra  sic  ane  liiclit  takand  so  grit  ane  faw, 

To  all  the  warld  it  wald  derisioun  be, 

And  he  did  so  without  battell  to  fle.  24,095 

Throw  thair  counsall  he  changit  hes  his  thocht, 

Ane  vther  way  syne  efter  that  he  wrocht ; 

Ane  messinger,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Sone  efter  that  send  in  Germania, 
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With  gold  aud  siluer  in  greifc  quantitie,  24,ioo 

For  men  of  weir  that  wald  tak  meit  and  fie, 
Agane  his  fais  for  to  mak  defence  : 
He  bad  him  spair  for  no  coist  nor  expence. 

Heir  followis  the  Maner  and  Caus  quhy  the 
Saxonis  come  first  in  Albione,  quhilk 
WAS  BE  this  Wortigerne,  King  of  Britis. 

That  samin  tyme  into  Saxonia, 

Of  blude  royall  than  wes  thair  brethir  tua  ;  24,105 

Hungast  to  name  than  hecht  the  eldest  bruther, 

Orsa  also  als  callit  wes  the  vther. 

Thir  tua  tha  had  greit  wisdome  into  weir. 

At  none  tha  neidit  prattik  for  to  leir  ; 

Full  mony  feild  and  greit  fechting  had  sene,         24,110 

And  had  siclike  in  mony  battell  bene. 

Thir  tuo  brether  befoir  this  messinger, 

Hes  tane  on  hand,  that  mony  one  micht  heir, 

For  thair  reward  to  mak  all  Britane  frie 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  or  ellis  for  to  die.  24,115 

This  messinger  thairof  wes  weill  content, 

And  prayit  thame  richt  sone  incontinent. 

With  all  thair  power  tha  suld  reddie  be ; 

Than  threttie  schippis  tha  laid  to  the  se, 

Ten  thousand  men  that  waillit  war  and  wicht,     24,120 

In  breistplait,  brasar,  and  in  birn}'^  bricht, 

With  helme  and  habrik,  and  all  ganand  geir, 

Tha  tuk  with  thame  that  neidfuU  war  in  weir. 

To  se  tha  went,  the  wedder  wes  at  will  ; 

Befoir  the  wynd  thai  saillit  lone  and  still,  24,125 

Tua  dayis  or  thrie  togidder  ay  in  one, 

Quhill  at  the  last  thai  come  in  Albione  : 

Syne  set  to  schoir  tliair  schippis  by  ane  sand, 

And  with  thair  boitis  passit  all  to  land. 
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How  WORTIGERNUS   EESSAUIT   HUNGAST. 

This  Wortigerne  thairof  he  wes  richt  fane,  24,130 

And  causit  thame  all  at  quyet  to  remane 
Ane  lytill  quhile,  refrescliit  for  to  be 
Of  thair  travell  tha  had  tane  on  the  se. 
Syne  efterwart,  vpoun  the  auchtane  da, 
He  furneist  him,  and  syne  fuir  furth  his  wa,         24,135 
"With  tua  oistis  weill  garneist  all  togidder, 
Of  Saxonis  one  and  of  Britis  ane  vther ; 
Ane  multitude  tha  war  into  greit  number, 
And  in  all  haist  syne  passit  ouir  Humbei". 
Col.  2.         'i;\^Q  Scottis  then,  and  the  Pechtis  also,  24,140 

Ouir  all  tha  landis  as  tha  list  till  go, 
Remanand  war  withoutin  pley  or  pleid, 
HaifFand  na  dreid  of  ony  Britis  feid. 
Bot  quhen  tha  knew  richt  weill,  and  wnderstude, 
Tha  war  na  matche  agane  that  multitude,  24,i45 

Tha  fled  ilkone  except  thame  that  myclit  nocht  flie, 
As  walk  and  seik  men  in  inlirmitie  ; 
And  mony  mo  thraw  sleuth  and  raklisnes, 
That  bald  ouir  lang  then  throw  fule  hardines, 
Syne  war  all  tane  in  mony  sindrie  steid,  24,i50 

Without  discretioun  all  war  put  to  deid. 
The  Saxonis  said  that  wes  ane  taikiu  oude 
Of  victorie  that  thai  gat  the  fii'st  blude  : 
And  so  thai  did,  distroyand  in  thair  ja'e 
Tha  boundis  braid  than  baith  with  blude  and        21,155  ■ 

fyre. 
Thay  sparit  nane  in  quhoine  that  tha  fand  lyfle, 
^oung  or  aid  than,  other  bariie  or  wyfte  ;  m 

In  greit  despyte  ouir  all  that  land  tha  ^eid, 
Fra  Humber  water  north  ouir  Tyne  to  Tueid, 
And  enterit  syne  into  Dieria,  24,i60 

Amang  the  Pechtis  with  fyre  and  blude  alsua. 
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How  Galanus  send  ane  Herald  to  Congallus, 

SCHAWING   HIM    OF  THE    CUMING   OF   THE   SaX- 
ONIS. 

The  king  of  Pechtis  Galanus  quhen  lie  knew 

Of  thair  cuiniug,  as  suitli  men  to  him  scliew, 

To  Congallus  ane  messinger  he  send, 

The  quhilk  to  him  that  tyme  fra  end  to  end,       24,165 

The  haill  maner  lies  schawin  les  and  moir. 

Of  this  Hiingast,  as  I  half  said  befoir, 

First  of  his  cuming  fra  Saxonia, 

With  so  greit  power  in  Britania  ; 

Of  Brit  and  Saxonis  syne  in  sic  number,  24,170 

He  cuming  wes  attour  the  water  of  Humber  ; 

And  all  tha  land  is,  baitli  of  lenth  and  breid, 

He  had  distroyit  to  the  watter  of  Tuied. 

Als[o]  that  tyme  he  did  him  wnderstand, 

How  that  he  la  richt  far  within  thair  land,  24,175 

Vsand  on  thanie  richt  greit  crudelitie 

Of  fyre  and  blude  without  humanitie, 

Richt  mekle  skaith  into  that  tyme  had  done  ; 

And  war  he  nocht,  he  said,   resistit  sone, 

His  purpois  wes,  baith  Scot  and  Peclit  ilkone        24,180 

Exidl  to  mak  far  out  of  Albione. 

Heir  followis  the  Ordour  and   the  Maner 

OF    THE    BATTELL   BETUIX    HuNGAST   AND    GA- 

lanus,  and  how  Hungast  wan  THE  Feild. 

Quhen  this  wes  said,  as  I  half  said  low  plane, 

Or  ony  ansuer  culd  cum  liame  agane, 

The  king  of  Pechtis  tha  half  gart  wnderstand.  Lib.  8,  f.i20. 

That  this  Hungast  wes  cumand  at  the  hand,         24,185         ^ ' 

Within  les  space  tha  said  than  fourtene  myle. 

The  king  of  Pechtis  in  that  samin  quhile. 

With  all  the  power  that  he  douclit  to  get, 

ivicht  manfullie  this  ilk  Hungast  he  met 
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In  plane  battell,  quliair  mony  burdoun  brak,         2t,i90 

And  mony  big  man  wes  laid  on  his  bak ; 

And  mony  berne  doun  of  his  blonk  wes  borne, 

And  mony  schulder  throw  the  scheild  war  schorne. 

Full  mony  Pecht  that  da  bled  of  his  blude, 

This  Hungest  had  with  him  sic  multitude,  24,195 

Quhilk  in  the  feild  so  stalwart  war  and  Strang  ; 

The  Pechtis  als  that  fouchtin  had  so  lang, 

And  thair  withall  wer  of  sa  few  mentie. 

That  force  it  wes  that  tyme  to  thame  to  fie. 

Of  this  battell  quhat  sould  I  say  tow  moir?         24,200 

The  Saxonis  gat  the  victorie  and  gloir. 

The  Britis  all  so  basit  war  tha,t  da, 

That  this  Hungest,  as  my  autlior  did  sa, 

For  no  treittie  he  culd  niak  or  trane, 

Into  the  feild  skant  culd  he  gar  remane.  24,205 

Amang  thame  all  wes  nother  mair  nor  les. 

That  da  in  feiJd  that  schew  o-rit  hardines. 


How  HUNGESTUS,  CONSIDDERAND  THE  BlilTIS  OF 
STCK  LITILL  VALOUR,  CONSAUIT  IN  HIS  MyND 
QUHEN   HE   MIGHT   SE   TyME    TO    CONQUEIS   ALL 

Britane. 

This  Hungest  syne,  quhen  he  considderit  haill 

The  Britis  war  bot  of  sa  litill  vaill. 

Than  in  his  mynd  richt  sone  considderit  he,  24,210 

Quhen  eiiir  it  war  that  he  his  tyme  micht  se. 

Syne  efterwart  the  Britis  all  ilkone 

For  till  expell  fcir  out  of  Albione  ; 

Within  him  self  richt  far  he  lies  defynd, 

The  quhilk  remanit  ay  still  in  his  mynd.  24,215 
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How  Galanus   send  ane  Herald  for  Help  to 

CONGALLUS, 

This  king  of  Pechtis  as  I  said  of  befoir, 

To  king  Congall,  his  help  for  to  imploir, 

Ane  herakl  send  into  all  haist  and  speid, 

Beseikand  him  of  his  snpplie  in  neid, 

Schawand  to  him,  how  be  this  ilk  Hungest  24^220 

His  ^  power  wes  that  tyme  so  soir  opprest, 

With  tha  Saxonis  full  of  crudelitie, 

Busteous  and  bald,  without  humanitie  ; 

And  that  thai  war  withoutin  men  also, 

Of  gentill  faith,  and   also   Cristis   fo ;  2i.,225 

The  quhilk  to  him  had  done  greit  skayth  and  noy, 

And  schupe  him  self  and  landis  to  distroy ; 

And  come  he  nocht  with  his  supple  belyve, 

Than  force  it  wes  to  thame  baith  man  and  Avyve, 

With  schame  and  lak,  and  greit  miseritie,  24,230 

Fra  Albione  in  vther  landis  fie. 


How   CoNGALLUS  PROMITTIT   HeLP  TO   GaLANUS.  ^°^  ^■ 

This  king  Congall  agane  than  said  him  till, 

Intill  all  haist,  richt  hartlie  with  gude  will, 

That  he  sould  cum  richt  sone  in  his  supplie; 

Biddand  him  of  glide  confort  [for  to]  be,  24,235 

And  for  to  mak  the  best  defence  he  ma. 

This  king  Congall  syne  efter  on  ane  day, 

With  mony  man  that  worthie  wes  and  wiclit, 

Buskit  richt  weill  all  into  armour  bricht. 

In  Pechtland  witli  king  Galanus  met,  24,240 

Into  ane  place  quhair  at  the  tryst  wes  set, 

With  fourtie  thousand  furneist  for  the  feild, 

Baith  bald  and  wicht  that  waponis  Weill  culd  w[eild]. 


•  In  MS.  He. 
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Devoitlic  syne,  as  tiKit  tymc  wes  the  gyss 

Of  Cristin  men.,  tha  maid  thair  sacrifice  ;  21,245 

Prayand  to  Christ,  that  for  thamo  sched  his  blude, 

In  thair  defence  to  send  thame  fortoiin  gude 

Agane  tha  paganis  wes  his  mortall  fo, 

And  ennimie  alss  to  tha  kingis  tuo. 

How  THE  King  of  Scottis  and  Peciitis  hangit 

ALL     THAME    THAT     FLED     FOR     FeIR,     TO    GIF 
EXEMPILL   TO   VTHERIS    NOCHT   TO    FLIE. 

Syne  furtli  tha  fuir  in  till  ane  gude  array,  24,250 

Neirby  the  place  quhair  this  Hnugestus  lay, 

With  baneris  braid  displayit  vpoun  hicht, 

Quhill  ather  of  vther  ciiming  ar  in  sicht. 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  that  tyme  at  the  first  hike, 

Of  thair  nummer  richt  mony  terrour  tuke,  24,255 

Of  quhois  sicht  tha  war  so  far  adred, 

To  craig  and  clench  richt  mony  of  thame  fled. 

Quhen  that  wes  knawin  to  thir  kingis  tuo, 

Rycht  haistelie  lies  efter  thame  gart  go, 

In  handis  tane  and  richt  sone  brocht  agane  ;         24,260 

For  thir  war  passing  ilkone  on  the  plane 

Vpoiin  ane  gallous  war  all  hangit  hie, 

To  all  vther  it  suld  exempill  be 

In  tyme  to  cum,  how  euir  that  fortomi  fawis, 

So  cowartlie  to  fle  withoutin  causs,  24,265 

Heir  followis   the  gritt  Battell  betuix  the 
Scottis  and  the  Pechtis  on  the  ane  Part, 

AND  HuNGEST   with  THE   SAXONIS   AND  BrITIS 
on   THE   TOTHER   ParT. 

Be  this  wes  done  the  bowmen  big  and  bald 
Hes  tane  the  feild  out  of  number  wntald, 
Ypoun  thair  fute  quhair  that  tha  fuir  befoir  ; 
Thair  scharpc  schutting  maid  mony  sydis  soir, 
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In  tlic  vangard  quliair  that  the  Britis  faucht,       24,270 

Agane  the  Scottis  quhair  mony  rout  wes  raiicht, 

And  mony  scheild  war  schorne  all  in  schunder, 

And  mony  breist  maid  bludie  that  wes  wnder. 

The  Scottis  quhilk  wer  wicht  as  ony  aik, 

Or  ony  vther  enterit  within  straik,  21,275 

Tha  buir  the  Britis  in  the  feild  abak,  Lib.8,f.i20b 

And  so  greit  slauchter  of  tharae  thair  did  mak 

That  force  it  wes  to  thame,  or  ellis  die, 

Out  of  that  feild  riclit  suddantlie  to  flic. 

And  so  thai  did  but  ony  baid  that  tyde,  24,280 

Left  all  the  feild  and  wald  no  langar  byde. 

In  that  same  tyme,  richt  sone  and  suddantly, 

Ane  scliour  of  haill  discendit  frome  the  sky, 

With  so  greit  mirknes  and  obscuritie. 

Than  neuir  one  ane  vther  than  micht  se  ;  25,285 

The  Scottis  than  weill  wist  nocht  in  that  caice, 

Quhidder  to  byde  or  follow  on  the  chace. 

How  THE  Scottis  and  Pechtis  tuke  and  slew 
OF  the  Britis  at  thair  Plesoure. 

So  at  the  last  the  cloude  ane  lytill  we 

Discouerit  wes,  that  tha  micht  better  se, 

Baith    Scot    and    Pecht   trowand  the    feild    wes    24,290 

wyn, 
Efter  the  Britis  langar  or  tha  wald  blyn, 
Without  or  dour  tha  maid  on  thame  ane  chacC; 
And  vp  and  doun  in  mony  sindrie  place, 
Tha  tuke  and  slew  thair  of  the  Britis  bald, 
At  thair  plesoure  als  mony  as  tha  wald.  2i,293 

Quhill  at  the  last  the  mirknes  of  the  sky 
Illuminat  wes  and  all  tlie  blast  gone  by, 
Quhilk  clengit  lies  the  mirknes  of  the  air. 
That  men  micht  se  richt  scharplie  ouir  all  quhair. 
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How     THE     SaXONIS     SET     ON     THE     ScOTTIS    AND 

Pechtis  quhen  tha  war  OUT  OF  Ordoure. 

This  ilk  Hungest  quhair  he  stucle  in  array,  24,300 

And  all  his  men  wnfouchtin  war  that  day, 

Into  that  schour  that  he  sould  nocht  ane  loiss, 

He  gart  thame  togidder  byde  richt  cloiss. 

Bot  quhen  he  saw  sone  efter  and  beheld, 

Without  ordour  his  fais  in  the  feild  25,305 

Vp  and  doun  war  skaillit  heir  and  thair, 

He  gaif  command  withoutin  ony  mair, 

To  sla  thame  all  quhair  tha  mycht  be  ouirtane, 

And  in  that  tyme  se  that  thai  suld  saif  nane. 

The  Saxonis  than,  richt  sone  and  suddantlie,  24,310 

Hes  set  on  thame  with  ane  greit  schout  and  cry ; 

And  mony  Scot  and  Pecht  als  hes  slane  ; 

The  laif  Ian  gar  that  mich[t]  nocht  vveill  reman  e, 

Tha  fled  richt  fast  quhen  tha  knew  the  cace, 

Without  returne  intill  ane  sober  place.  25,315 


How  Hungast  efter   the   Feild   passit   Hame 
incontinent  to  wortigerne  agane. 

This  [Hungast]  tUair  no  langar  wald  remane 
Into  that  land,  bot  sped  him  hame  agane. 
Becans  that  wynter  draWand  wes  so  neir. 
And  euill  wedder  he  saw  that  tyme  appeir ; 
And  most  of  all  that  tyme  the  causs  wes  quhy,    21,320 
On  to  his  purpois  that  he  micht  apply, 
The  Britis  all  sone  efter  to  expell 
(3ut  of  Britane,  as  te  half  hard  me  tell. 
Col.  2.      That  wes  the  causs  sua  sone  away  he  fair 

Out  of  that  land,  doand  no  man  injm-e.  2J.,325 

The  mo  fais  the  Britis  liad  to  dreid, 

He  thocht  that  he  micht  cum  the  better  speid. 


J 


CRONICLIS   OF   SCOTLAND.  141 

With  all  his  men  passit  to  Lundoun  syne, 

To  Scot  and  Pecht  betuix  Tueid  and  Tyne, 

He  left  to  thame  all  for  to  occupye,  24,330 

As  le  sail  heir  the  caus  efter  quhy. 


How  HUNGEST  IN  LUNDOUN  BEFOIR  THE  KiNG 
SCHEW  ALL  THE  FASSOUN  OF  THIS  BATTELL 
AND   HIS   ViCTORIE. 

In  Lundoun  syne,  befoir  this  Britane  king, 

He  schew  at  lenth  with  greit  loving  all  thing 

That  he  had  done,  and  wyn  sic  victorie 

In  thair  honour  agane  thair  ennimie  ;  24,335 

And  sufTerit  lies  richt  greit  travel!  and  pane 

In  his  jornay  or  he  cume  hame  agane. 

Quhairfoir  he  said,  out  of  Germania, 

Or  somer  come,  hame  without  langar  delay 

So  greit  power  sail  bring  in  Albione,  24,340 

Sic  of  befoir  lit  saw  tha  neuir  none. 

Quhen  thir  power  and  thairis  wer  togidder, 

Without  lat  tha  suld  be  nothing  lidder  ; 

Baitli  Scot  and  Pecht,  at  thair  plesour  ilkone, 

Suld  exuU  mak  richt  far  fra  Albione.  24,345 

The  nobillis  all  for  most  part  into  Britane 

Wes  nocht  content  quhen  that  tha  knew  certane 

How  this  Hungest  dissauit  so  the  king, 

So  mony  Saxone  in  Britane  to  bring. 

Tha  held  his  lawtie  in  that  thing  suspect,  24,350 

Dreidand  full  soir  it  suld  cum  to  effect, 

That  tha  suld  lois  baith  land  and  libertie, 

And  he  baid  lang  in  sic  auctoritie. 

Wes  none  so  pert  durst  planelie  speik  sic  thing, 

Becaus  he  had  sic  credens  of  the  king,  24,355 

And  wes  with  him  auctoreist  than  so  hie, 

Bot  held  thair  toung  and  lute  sic  talking  be : 
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And  vther  sum  that  tyme  wes  with  the  king, 
Wes  Weill  content  and  gaif  him  grit  loving. 
The  king  himself  that  tyme  aboue  the  lave  24,360 

Commendit  him,  and  greit  giftis  him  gaive, 
Of  gold  and  riches  and  all  vther  geir  ; 
And,  for  to  haif  the  haill  power  of  weir, 
That  euerie  [strenth]  suld  be  at  his  command 
Ouir  all  Britane,  baith  be  se  and  land.  24,365 

This  ilk  Hungest  thairof  he  wes  full  fane, 
And  curtaslie  he  thankit  him  agane. 
And  richt  fair  langage  all  that  tyme  him  gaif; 
Dreidand  thairfoir  that  mony  of  the  laif 
Louit  him  nocht  suld  change  the  kingis  mynd,      24,370 
Aganis  his  way  seand  tha  war  inclynd, 
Or  dreid  thair  counsall  suld  do  him  sum  ill, 
Thair  with  tlie  king  him  self  remanit  still. 
Fywe  thousand  men  in  battell  weill  durst  l)yde 
He  lies  gart  send  thame  to  the  bordour  sydc,       24,375 
To  keip  the  strenthis  and  the  pepill  baith, 
Of  Scot  and  Pecht  that  tha  suld  tak  na  skayth. 
Tha  tynt  the  pryis  that  tyme  for  all  thair  pryde, 
In  mony  bargane  on  the  bordour  syde  ; 
In  schort  quhile  efter  ilkone  thair  wes  slane  ;        24,380 
This  ilk  Hungest  thairof  he  wes  full  fane. 
Lib.8,  f,i2i.  Qnhat  euir  he  said,  it  wes  ay  in  his  thocht 

To  pair  thair  power  in  all  [thing]  that  he  mocht ; 

In  that  beleif  siclike  for  to  be  slane, 

Evin  tuyiss  alss  mony  he  gart  send  agane  24,385 

Within  schort  quhile  ;  thair  cace  wes  litill  better, 

Mony  war  tane  and  haldin   fast  in  fetter, 

And  tuyiss  alss  mony  of  thame  thair  wes  slane ; 

The  laif  all  fled  na  langar  durst  remane. 
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How  Ten  gritt  Nobillis  of  Saxone,  with 
FrvE  Thousand  Men  with  Wyffe  and 
Barnis,  in  Purpois  to  resiane,  come  that 
Tyme  in  Britane  to  this  ilk  Hungest. 

In  this  same  tyme  now  that  le  heir  me  sa,  24,390 

Fywe  thousand  men  out  of  Saxonia 

Vpoun  the  se  come  sailland,  on  the  sand 

In  Britane  all  that  tyme  tha  tuke  the  land, 

With  vryfe  and  barne  as  tha  suld  ay  remane, 

In  that  beleif  neuir  to  pas  hame  agane,  24,395 

Bot  in  that  land  ay  for  to  leid  thair  lyfe. 

With  thame  that  tyme  tha  brocht  Hungestus  wyfe, 

And  his  dochter  the  plesand  Roxsana, 

Of  pulchritude,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Quhilk  in  hir  tyme,  as  I  hard  mony  tell,  24,400 

Of  hir  persone  all  vther  did  excell ; 

And  ten  nobillis,  quhilk  war  men  of  grit  gude, 

Wyiss  men  in  weir  and  of  the  nobill  blude. 

The  king  thairof  rycht  blyth  and  glaid  wes  he, 

Traistand  be  thame  he  suld  revengit  be,  24,405 

And  victorie  wyn  also  than  of  his  fa ; 

"Welcum  tha  war  and  tha  had  bene  far  ma. 

Then  grit  blythnes  into  his  mynd  he  tuke, 

Traistand  richt  weill  all  Britane  for  to  bruke 

In  peax  and  rest,  and  greit  tranquillitie,  24,410 

And  of  his  fais  victour  for  to  be. 

Eicht  mony  nobill  on  the  tother  part, 

Richt  greit  displesour  tuke  in  to  thair  hart. 

That  this   Huno-est  wes  tholit  be  thair  kino- 

So  mony  Saxone  in  Britane  for  to  bring ;  24,415 

Trowand  richt  weill  and  he  his  tyme  mycht  se. 

That  he  sould  make  thame  bondis  all  to  be, 

The  Britis  all  into  Britane  ilkone, 

Or  for  to  fle  than  out  of  Albione. 

VOL.  IL  I   S    -J- 
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how    hungest    obtenit    at  wortigerne    the 
King   the    Landis  be  North   Humber  to 

THE      SaXONIS      to      MAK      THAIR      DUELLING, 
QUHAIR  THA   did    FIRST   REMANE. 

This  ilk  Hungest  lie  passit  to  the  king,  24,420 

And  schew  to  him  the  fassoun  of  that  thing. 
With  vipros  vennum  inwart  in  his  mynd, 
With  lauchand  luke,  and  plesand  wordis  kynd, 
Dissaitfullie  that  tyme  he  gart  him  trow, 
That  he  wroeht  ay  for  his  plesour  and  prow  :       24,425 
Desjrrand  him  of  his  hienes  and  grace, 
He  wald  prouyde  for  him  sum  land  and  place, 
For  wyfe  and  barnis  quhair  [that]  tha  myclit  duell 
But  fallowschip  of  ony  hot  thame  sell, 
Col.  2.       In  ony  cuntrie  quhair  sic  land  wes  kend,  24,430 

Quhill  all  tha  weiris  war  brocht  till  ane  end. 
This  Wortigerne,  the  quliilk  wald  not  deny 
All  his  desyre,  I  can  nocht  tell  tow  quhy, 
Quhither  it  wes,  thairof  haif  I  no  feill, 
That  he  durst  nocht,  or  than  lude  him  so  weill,   24,435 
He  grantit  him,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Ane  land  that  tyme  callit  Londisia, 
Neir  Eborak,  Hand  by  Humber  flude. 
The  Britis  all,  with  housit  geir  and  gude, 
Out  of  that  land  he  gart  richt  far   remove ;  24,440 

To  Saxonis  syne  that  land  for  thair  behuif 
Grantit,  and  gaif  thame  landis  as  tha  lest, 
To  plant  and  police  quhair  thame  lykit  best. 
Into  that  land  ane  stark  castell  thair  stude 
Vpoun  ane  craig  besyde  ane  rynnand  flude,  24,445 

Thuvyn  castell  gart  call  it  in  that  tyme, 
Vpoun  ane  strenth  biggit  with  stone  and  lyme ; 
In  tha  boundis  the  blude  of  Saxone 
Thair  duelling  maid  first  into  Albione. 
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How  HUNGESTUS,  IN  THE  NIXT  SoMER,  WITH 
ALL  HIS  SAXONIS,  AND  WORTDIERUS,  THE 
SONE  OF  WORTIGERNUS,  WITH  MONY  BrITIS, 
PASSIT    TO    THE     FeILD    VPOUN     ScOTTIS    AND 

Pechtis. 

This  beand  done  as  I  liaif  said  low  heir,  21,450 

This  ilk  Hungest  into  the  symmer  cleii-, 

With  niony  berne  that  wes  baytli  bald  and  wycht, 

Of  Saxone  blude,  all  into  armour  bricht, 

That  worthie  war  thair  vvaponis  for  to  weild 

He  furneist  lies  with  him  to  fair  on  feild.  21155 

This  Worti<]:erne  siclike  ouir  all  Britane 

Contractit  lies  richt  mony  iiobill  man, 

That  waillit  war  and  worthie  for  the  weir, 

And  all  other  than  that  michfc  harnes  l)oir, 

To  Wortymer  his  eldest  sone  and  air,  21460 

Betaucht  thame  all   to  pas  with  him  al((uhair, 

And  this  Hungest  lieutennand  for  to  be, 

Of  all  the  ost  to  haif  auctoritie. 

On  the  thrid   [daj  quhairat  the  tryst  wes  set, 

2oung  Wortimer  and  this  Hungest  is  met ;  24,465 

Sextie  tliousandis,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

Of  fechtand  men  tha  war  that  samin  da. 

Fra  Eborac  tha  sped  thame   waill  gude  speid. 

Ay  north  ouir  Tyne  quhill  that  tha  come  to  Tueid. 

How  CONGALLUS  AND  GALANUS  COME  WITH  ANE 
GRIT  ARMIE  for  to  RESIST  THIS  HUN- 
GESTUS. 

Than  king  Congallus  and  Galanus  that  da,  24,470 

With  thair  power  neirby  that  place  tha  la, 
Vpoun  ane  fell  neirby  ane  montane  syde, 
With  mony  tent  and  paUeoun  of  grit  pryde, 
Bydand   thair  t3'me  for  to  resist  thair  fa. 
This  ilk  Hungest  knew  weill  tha  wald  do  sua,      21,475 
vol.  II.  K 
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Lib.8,f.i2ib.  Thairfoir  lie  thoclit  the  battell  to  pospone, 
°'^'       Quliill  Scot  and  Peclit  suld  iikit  be  ilkone ; 
For  hunger,  cald,  and  grit  necessitie, 
Tha  suld  be  fane  hame  bakwart  all  to  fle  ; 
Trowand  richt  weill  that  tha  micht  nocht  24,480 

prouyde, 
Sic  multitude  ocht  lang  fra  hame  to  byde. 
This  Congallus  quhilk  knew  in  till  ane  part, 
Quliat  tliis  Hungestus  had   in  mynd  inwart, 
How  that  he  thoucht  the  battell  to  pospone, 
Quhill  thai  war  tyrit  and  all  thair  victuall  gone ;  24,485 
And  quheu  he  knew  this  Hungest  so  did  mene, 
He  thocht  thairfoir  the  battell  to  prevene, 
Or  dreid  his  men  of  lang  lying  suld  tyre. 
Betuix.  thir  oistis  thair  wes  ane  mekle  myre, 
Quhilk  be  no  way  that  tyme  anycht  be  ouii-         24,490 

past ; 
This  Congallus  deuysit  at  the  last, 
That  euerie  man  ane  flaik  sould  mak  of  tre. 
And  failhs  delf  into  greit  quantitie, 
Syne  on  the  nycht,  with  mony  staik  and  stour, 
Gart  mak  ane  brig  quhair  tha  passit  all  ouir ;       24,495 
And  on  the  morne,  by  that  the  da  wes  lycht, 
Tha  come  neirby  into  Hungestus  sycht, 
Quhair  that  he  la  and  maid  him  nocht  to  steir. 
IMiairfoir  Congallus  that  tyme  come  nocht  neir, 
Bot  leit  him  ly  quhair  that  he  la  that  quhile,      24,500 
Into  his  mynd  consauit  had  ane  wyle. 
Be  the  Saxonis  ane  grit  montane  thair  stude, 
Baith  large  and  braid,  and  of  greit  altitude  ; 
This  Congallus,  that  tyme  as  he  pretendit, 
With  all  his  oist  vp  in  the  mont  ascendit,  24,505 

And  thair  he  tuke  purpois  to  ly  all  nicht, 
Quhill  on  the  morne  that  it  wes  fair  da  licht. 
Tins  ilk  Congall,  of  quhoine  befoir  I  spak, 
Iliclit  mony  fagald  all  that  nycht  gart  mak 
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Of  fiilling  wod,  quliairof  tlia  had  anew,  24,5X0 

And  vther  herbis  that  in  the  mont  than  grew, 

And  glak  and  glen  in  liole  and  mony  hirne, 

Widrit  and  dry  that  richt  baldlie  wald  birne. 

Thairof  tha  maid  into  greit  quantitie, 

Syne  buir  thame  vp  on  to  the  montane  hie,  24,515 

Stude  richt  aboue  this  Himgest  quhair  he  la  ; 

That  samin  nicht  rycht  lang  befoii'  the  da, 

Full  mony  fogald  leit  doun  on  thame  fall 

Birnand  in  fyre,  and  mony  bleis  withal! , 

That  all  the  stra  and  litter  quhair  tha  la,  24,520 

It  set  in  fyre  richt  lang  befoir  the  da, 

Quhill  all  thair  palteonis  brint  vp  in  ane  bleis. 

Thame  [self]  also  that  tyme  had  greit  vneis  ; 

Or  tha  micht  wyn  richt  weill  out  of  that  steid, 

Richt  mony  ane  in  that  fyre  brint  to  deid.  24  525 

The  clamorus  cry,  the  ^oulling  and  the  beir, 

Of  man  and  beist  wes  horribill  for  to  heir  ; 

Out  of  the  fyre  micht  nocht  weill  wyn  awa, 

Bot  lay  ay  still  thairin  birnand  quhill  da. 

The  langar  ay  the  fyre  fastar  doun  fell,  24,530 

Flag  for  flag  far  ma  na  I  can  tell. 

That  for  no  way  that  tyme  that  culd  be  wrocht, 

That  felloun  fyre  for  thame  stanche  wald  it  nocht. 

And  quhen  tha  saw  it  micht  na  better  be,  Col.  2. 

Out  of  that  fyre  that  force  it  wes  to  fle,  24,535 

And  wist  nocht  weill  than  quhair  awa  till  go,    . 

Sic  dreid  tha  had  that  tyme  than  of  thair  fo. 

And  sic  ane  feir  tuke  of  that  felloun  fray, 

Grit  pane  it  wes  to  bring  them  to  array. 

S3nie  this  Hungest,  with  greit  travel  1  and  pane,    24,540 

Arrayit  thame  besyde  vpoun  ane  plane. 

And  pat  thame  sone  all  into  ordour  gude  ; 

Vpoun  thair  feit  syne  all  that  nycht  tha  stude. 
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How     HUNGESTUS     INCEDIAS     [PLACIT]      BEHIND 

Scorns  and  Pechtis. 

Syne  wail  lit  hes  fyve  thousand  of  his  men, 

And  gart  thame  ly  richt  clois  into  ane  glen,         24,545 

Amang  hillis  quhair  that  tha  mycht  thame  hyde, 

Richt  clois  togidder  all  thair  still   to  byde. 

Gif  hapnit  him  vpone  the  monie  to  fecht, 

Into  that  place  aganis  Scot  and  Pecht, 

Tha  suld  tak  tent  quhen  he  ane  sing  did  mak,     24,550 

Than  baldlie  all  cum  in  behind  thair  bak. 

Rycht  Weill  he  wist,  without  ane  wyle  or  gyn, 

It  wes  nocht  eith  that  tyme  the  feild  to  wyn. 

This  Congallus  his  purpois  wes  that  nycht, 

To  gif  thame  feild  lang  or  the  da  wes  lycht ;         24,555 

Trowand  the  trubill  that  nycht  tha  had  tane, 

Had  causit  thame  to  tyne  curage  ilk  ane. 

And  for  that  caus  he  changit  hes  his  thocht, 

Trowand  that  tyme  that  sic  thing  neidit  nocht. 

And  still  remanit  in  the  mont  all  nycht ;  24,560 

Syne  on  the  morne,  be  tha  micht  ken  the  lycht, 

Doun  fra  the  hicht  discendit  in  the  vaill 

In  gude  ordour  with  all  his  power  haill. 

Heir  followis  the  Ordour  and  the  Fassoun 

OF     THE    GREIT    BaTTELL    BETUIX     CoNGALLUS 
AND   HuNGESTUS;    AND   HOW   HUNGESTUS   WAN 

THE  Feild  be  Dissait. 

This  ilk  Hungestus,  that  tyme  quhair  he  la, 

Diuidit  hes  his  greit  oist  into  tua.  24,565 

To  Wortymer,  as  that  my  author  writis, 

The  vangard  gaif  to  leid  with  all  the  Britis  : 

Him  self  besyde  remanit  with  the  staill, 

And  all  the  power  of  the  Saxonis  haill. 

Siclike  king  Congall  in  that  samin  da,  24,570 

Diuidit  hos  his  haill  power   in   tua  ; 
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Salamis  the  king,  with  mony  nobill  Pecht, 

In  the  vangard  diuisit  wes  to  fecht 

Agane  the  Britis  that  tynie  for  the  best  ; 

And  he  liini  self  aganis  this  ilk  Hungest,  24,575 

With  mony  Scot  that  worthie  war  and  wycht, 

Hes  tane  the  feild  all  into  armour  brycht. 

Quha  had  bene  thair  that  tyme  for  to  half  sene 

The  fedderit  flanis  that  flew  so  thick  betuene, 

Blak  as  ane  cloud,  and  scharpe  as  ony  haill,         21,080 

Ay  flicht  for  flicht  ilk  ane  on  vtheris  taill.  Lib.8,  f.122. 

The  tua  wangairdis  togidder  syne  tha  met,  ^' 

Witht  brandis  bricht  ilkane  on  vther  bet ; 

So  awfull  was  to  byde  thair  bitter  blaw, 

At  ilkane  flap  tha  maid  ane  freik  to  faw.  24,585 

Gude  Galanus,  that  worthie  wes  and  wyss, 

And  his  Pechtis  that  da  war  of  sic  prj'ss, 

The  Britis  all  richt  fiir  abak  tha  bair. 

Syne  gart  thame  fle  for  tha  mycht  fecht  11a  mair  ; 

Heir  and  thair  in  the  fleing  tliik  fald,  21,590 

Tha  tuke  and  slew  als  mony  as  tha  wald. 

Or  that  wes  done,  richt  sone  but  ony  lat, 

The  greit  battellis  togidder  baitli  tha  met 

In  gude  ordour,  with  sic  ane  race  and  reird, 

Quhill  schawls  scliuke  and  trymlit  all  the  erd  ;     2i,odo 

And  mony  burdoun  all  in  pecis  brak, 

And  mony  berne  wes  laid  vpoun  his  bak ; 

So  doggitlie  togidder  that  tha  draive, 

That  birneis  brist  and  all  in  pecis  raive. 

Into  that  stour  so  stalwartlie  tha  stude,  24,600 

That  mony  berne  hes  loisit  of  his  blude  ; 

Wes  neuir  sene  with  na  berne  that  wes  borne, 

Ane  fellar  faucht  with  sua  few  folkis  beforne. 

The  Saxonis  than  witli  that  ane  litill  we 

Satlit  abak  and  wes  reddie  to  fle  ;  24,603 

Had  nocht  Hungest  the  sonner  blawin  his  home, 

The  Saxonis  all  that  da  had  bene  forloi-ne. 
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How  HUNGESTUS  MeN  WITH  ANE  Bl.AST  OF 
HORNE  IN  RAYIT  FeILD  COME  IN  BEHIND  THE 
SCOTTIS   BAK. 

For  with  the  blast  into  that  tyme  he  bleWj 

Fywe  thousand  men,  in  cm-age  cleir  of  hew, 

Out  of  ane  glen  into  ane  buschment  brak  24,610 

In  gude  ordour  behind  the  Scottis  bak. 

The  Scottis  all,  seand  thameself  in  dout, 

So  vmbeset  of  euerie  syde  about, 

Nocht  wittand  weill  quhome  to  that  tyid  to  turne, 

For  lidder  speid  cumis  of  airlie  spurne  ;  24,615 

And  so  thocht  tha,  thair  hartis  wes  so  hie, 

For  all  that  fray  tha  thocht  nocht  for  to  fle. 

For-quhy  tha  had  sic  wirschip  wyn  befoir, 

And  for  that  caus  thair  curage  wes  the  moir, 

Ane  bargane  baid  lang  efter  bydand  beild,  24,620 

Becauss  the  Pechtis  wynnyng  had  thair  feild, 

Lyp[n]ing  riclit  lang  that  tha  suld  thame  reskew  : 

It  wes  nocht  so  thairfoir  that  mycht  tha  rew. 

And  quhen  tha  saw  that  na  better  mycht  be, 

Tha  fled  ilkone  alss  fast  as  tha  mycht  fle  '2i,625 

Vnto  the  Pechtis  sune  and  suddantlie, 

In  ray  and  feild  quliair  tha  war  standand  by. 

Tliis  Congallus,  all  bludie  and  forbled, 

Soir  woundit  than  out  of  the  feild  wes  hed ; 

Magir  his  will,  suppois  it  wes  on  force,  24,630 

On  to  the  hicht  tha  had  him  on  ane  liorss. 

How  HUNGEST  THOCHT  TO  GIF  FeILD  TO  GAL- 
LANUS. 

This  Hungestus,  quhen  he  saw  and  beheld 
That  Gallanus  that  tyme  had  wyn  his  feild, 
Col.  2.      Trowand  he  wes  brokin  with  the  Britis, 

And  so  tyrit,  as  my  autlior  writis,  S4,635 
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Aud  of  liis  men  so  moiiy  than  had  .slane, 

He  schupe  in  liaist  to  gif  him  feild  agane. 

Becaus  it  wes  so  neir  that  tynie  the  nycht, 

Postponit  all  quhill  on  the  morne  wes  lycht. 

King  Galanus,  that  weill  his  counsall  knew,  24,640 

Thinkand  that  tyme  that  he  wald  nocht  persew 

To  temp  Fortoun  into  that  tyme  present, 

For  of  his  part  he  held  him  than  content ; 

And  for  that  cans  fra  end  to  end  that  nycht, 

Riclit  mony  fyre  and  balis  gart  burne  brycht ;      24,645 

And  mony  blast  gart  blaw  of  buglis  home. 

As  he  sould  byde  all  nycht  quhill  on  the  morne. 

That  samin  nycht,  riclit  lang  befoir  the  da, 

Richt  quyetlie  he  passit  hame  awa 

Wnto  ane  strenth  that  tyme  wes  neirhand  by,      24,650 

Without  perrell  quhair  he  mycht  rycht  weill  ly. 

How   HUNGESTUS,    SEAND    ON    THE    MoRNE    EFTER 

THE  Feild  so  mony  of  his  Men  war  slane, 

TURNIT     AGANE     TO     EbORAC     AND     LEFT     HIS 

Men  thair,  and   passit  him  self  to  Lun- 

DOUN. 

Syne  on  the  morne,  qulien  it  wes  fair  da  lycht, 

And  Hungest  saw  he  had  na  fa  in  sicht, 

He  tald  his  men  ilkone  vpoun  that  plane, 

And  fund  he  had  foure  thousand  of  thame  slane  24,655 

That  Saxonis  war,  as  that  my  author  wi"itis, 

Foroutin  all  war  tane  and  slane  of  Britis. 

Thairfoir  na  langar  wald  he  thair  remane, 

Bot  in  all  haist  he  sped  him  hame  agane 

To  Eborac,  and  gart  ane  armie  byde  24,660 

At  Londesia,  neirby  the  bordour  syde. 

Passit  him  self  to  Lundoun  to  the  king, 

And  at  greit  lentli  he  scliew  him  euerie  thing, 

Of  all  his  weiris  and  his  chevalrie, 

Of  his  greit  battell  and  his  victorie,  24,663 
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And  of  «lt;  perrell  also  he  wes  in, 

So  manfullie  the  feild  syne  he  did  wyn  ; 

OF  his  fais  t^a  mony  he  had  slane, 

Sa  mony  als  he  loissit  hes  agane. 


How       WORTIGERNE       RESAUIT       HUNGEST        AVlTIl 

Blyt[h]nes, 

This  Woi'tigerne  thairof  lie  wes  full  glaid,  24,670 

And  to  him  than  richt  freindfullie  he  said; 
"  Welcum  be  tliow,  cure  gyde  and  governour, 
"  Welcum  be  thow,  of  all  knichtheid  the  flour, 
'•'  Welcum  be  thow,  oure  scheild  and  oure  defence, 
"  That  weiris  ws  fra  wrang  and  violence."  24,675 

To  him  that  tyme  gi-it  rewardis  gaif. 
Far '  mo  no  he  desyrit  for  to  haif : 
Siclike  to  him  the  haill  auctoritie, 
Of  all  Britane  the  governour  to  be ; 
Lib.8,f.  122b.  ^n(]  grautit  hes  the  Saxonis  in  Britane,  21,680 

That  orabill  wes  to  euerie  Cristin  man. 
On  to  thair  idolis  of  the  pagane  wyis, 
In  propliane  places  to  mak  sacrifyis. 
Wnganand  wes  to  ony  Cristin  prince, 
Without  faith  to  thoill  sic  offence,  24,685 

Within  him  self  so  wickitlie  gart  wirk 
Agane  the  faith  of  Christ  and  halie  kirk. 
The  bischopis  all  that  tyme  wer  in  Britane, 
The  kirkmen  als,  and  all  gude  Cristin  men, 
Displesit  war  rycht  far,  and  all  the  laif,  21,690 

That  he  to  thame  so  greit  indulgence  gaif, 
Sic  pagane  pepill  that  war  vnbaptist, 
In  greit  contemptioun  of  the  fayth  of  Christ. 


'  In  IMt^.  For. 
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how  it  was  schawin  to  wortigerne  that 
Ambrosius  and  Vter  his  Bruther,  Sonis 
to  constantyne,  avald  persew  him  with 
Battell. 

That  samin  tyme  to  Wortigerne  wes  scliawin, 

That  secreitlie  be  freindis  of  liis  awin,  2i,G95 

Sayaiid  to  him  that  toimg  Ambrosius, 

Quhilk  callit  wes  also  Am-elias, 

That  sone  and  air  wes  to  king  Constantyne, 

Quhome  of  befoir  I  schew  tow  schort  quhile  syne, 

Prouydit  wes  into  Armoriea,  2i,7uo 

With  schip  and  boit  and  mon}''  gay  gala : 

Quhilk  thocht  richt  sone  in  Britane  to  ])ei'sew, 

His  croun  and  kinrik  gif  he  miclit  reskew, 

With  so  greit  power  and  so  mekle  schoir, 

In  Britane  tit  sic  saw  tha  neuir  befoir.  24,705 

This  being  said,  this  ilk  king  Wortigerne 

Abasit  wes  and  culd  nocht  weill  decerne 

Into  the  tyme  quhat  best  wes  till  be  done. 

This  ilk  Hungest  callit  befoir  him  sone, 

Beseikand  him  tliair  of  his  counsall  gude,  2i,7io 

In  so  greit  dout  and  danger  as  he  stude. 

Richt  plesandlie  he  said  to  him  agane : 

"  Dreid  nocht  thairof,  lieir  I  promit  tow  plane, 

"  Als  lang  as  I  half  sic  auctoritie, 

"  Baith  cuir  and  travell  I  sail  tak  on  me,  21,715 

"  Of  this  conditioun  I  sail  to  low  tell  ; 

"  On  the  south  cost  neirby  the  se  to  duel], 

"  Wald  ^e  grant  ws  of  tour  excellent  grace 

"  Ane  plesand  land,  with  mony  sicker  place, 

"  Quhair  we  mycht  byde  ay  reddie  for  to  be,       24,720 

"  And  to  defend  the  portis  of  the  se, 

"  So  that  no  schip  ather  be  se  or  sand, 

"  Without  oure  leve  suld  cum  into  that  land." 
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How   HUNGEST    CAUSIT    ANE   SaXONE,   HALDIN    FOR 

ANE  Brit,  fen^ie  Tydenis   to  Wortigerne 

OF   THE   SCOTTIS   AND    PeCHTIS. 

Off  this  desyre  the  king  wes  weill  content, 
And  suddantlie  thairto  gaif  his  consent.  24,725 

Col.  2.      The  Saxonis  all,  the  quhilk  wer  of  grit  number, 
Remanand  war  bezond  the  water  of  Humher, 
On  to  Kent  vschire  translatit  lies  ilkone, 
With  wyfe  and  barne  togidder  all  ar  gone. 
The  Britis  all  that  duelt  into  that  land,  24,730 

How  euir  it  wes,  without  ony  demand. 
With  all  thair  gude  remoifit  far  awa, 
And  to  quhat  place  that  can  I  nocht  weill  sa. 
Syne  efterwart,  within  ane  lytill  space, 
The  Saxonis  all  sat  doun  into  that  place.  21,735 

Qulien  this  Hungest  his  ])urpois  had  cumd  till, 
And  gottin  had  all  his  desyre  and  will, 
Sone  efter  that,  within  ane  lytill  quhile, 
He  vmbethocht  him  of  ane  grittar  wyle. 
How  that  he  micht  of  his  purpois  prevaill,  24,740 

And  mak  the  Britis  dalie  for  to  faill. 
Ane  sle  Saxone,  that  wes  ane  subtill  freik, 
That  wes  perfit  the  Brit  langage  to  speik, 
This  ilk  Hungest  that  tyme  he  did  him  leir 
How  he  suld  sa,  as  le  sail  efter  heir.  24,745 

To  Woitigerne  he  gart  him  pas  in  hy, 
With  fals  fictioun  and  feinteit  fantasy, 
Sayand  to  him  in  Pechtland  he  had  bene. 
And  in  that  tyme  thair  he  had  hard  and  sene 
So  greit  prouisioun  for  battcll  and  weir,  24,750 

Of  men  and  hors,  harnes  and  vther  geir, 
Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  with  sic  bly times  and  gloir, 
In  Albione  sic  saw  he  neuir  befoir. 
Without  of  force  tha  had  bene  maid  to  faill, 
Richt  sone  thay  think  thir  boundis  to  assaill,        24,753 
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With   iso  greit  ciirago  uikI  crudelitie, 

That  aufull  is  other  to  lieir  or  se. 

Ane  hundreth  men  that  waillit  war  and  wycht 

Waponis  to  weild  all  cled  in  armour  bricht, 

Rycht  liardalie  this  tyme  hes  wndertane  24,760 

On  this  Himgest  alluterlie  aUane, 

"  Ay  for  to  wait  quhair  thow  gois  in  the  feiid, 

"  Neuir  to  tak  rest  quhill  thow  be  tane  or  keild. 

"  The  tiling  in  erth  this  da  tha  desyre  maist, 

"  It  is  thi  deid,  I  warne  the  weill,  Hungest.        21,765 

"  Full  Weill  tha  wait  and  tha  war  quyte  of  the, 

"  Within  schort  quhile  that  all  Britane  suld  be, 

"  And  all  the  Britis  also  thairintill, 

"  Without  reskew  at  thair  plesour  and  will/' 

Quhen  this  wes  said  that  tyme  befoir  the  king,    24,770 

Quliilk  wes  abasit  richt  far  of  that  thing, 

Far  fra  the  rycht  suppois  he  hard  him  raif, 

^it  in  all  thing  richt  grit  credens  him  gaif ; 
And  in  the  tyme  he  said  to  this  Hungest, 

"  My  afald  freind,  this  da  tliat  I  luif  best,  24,775 

*'  I  low  beseik  of  2our  gude  counsall  heir, 
"  In  so  grit  perrell  as  I  se  appeir, 

"  On  euerie  hand  with  sic  danger  and  dreid, 

"  Without  tour  help  I  will  cum  lidder  speid."' 

This  ilk  Hungest  to  him  agane  said  he,  24,780 

"  At  tour  command  I  sail  ay  reddie  be, 

"  To  quhat  purpois  te  pleis  to  put  me  to, 

"  In  word  and  wark  and  all  thing  I  can  do."  Lib.8,f.i23. 

Ane  vther  Saxone  standand  wes  besyde,  Col.  i. 

Tliat  this  Hungest  befoir  had  gart  prouyde  24,785 

Into  that  cans  quhat  counsal  he  sould  give, 

Onto  the  king  he  said,  "  Sir,  with  tour  leve, 

"  Coramove   ^ow  nocht,  te  ar  in  litill  dout 

"  Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  or  ony  berne  about, 

*'  So  je  will  do  my  counsall  in  this  cace."  24,790 

And  thus  he  said  vnto  the  kingis  grace  : 
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How    ANE     SaxONE     GAIF     CoUNSALL     to     WOKTl- 
GERNUS. 

"  Tak  gude  Orsa'  quhilk  is  Hungestus  brutber, 
'•'  To  do  sic  thing  abillest  of  ony  vther ; 
"  Gar  him  reniane  foirnent  Arinorica, 
"  With  all  the  Saxonis  in  Britania,  21,795 

"  With  wyfe  and  barnis  thair  to  byde  and  l)e, 
"  Endlang  the  coist  in  strenthis  be  the  se, 
"  Quhair  tha  ma  pleneiss  and  mak  policie 
"  Within  thame  self,  but  ony  cumpany. 
"  Sua  at  all  tyme  tha  ma  all  reddie  be,  2i,800 

"  Gif  ony  navin  cumis  to  the  se, 
"  Into  Britane  out  of  Armorica, 
'  Ressaue  tour  freind  and  to  repell  tour  fa. 
"  Hungestus  sone,  callit  Occa  to  name, 
"  Wyss  into  weir  and  fluresand  in  fame,  24,805 

"  Caus  him  to  cum  into  Britania, 
"   With  new  power  out  of  Saxonia, 
"  For  to  remane  betond  the  watter  of  Huniber, 
"  And  mak  tow  quyt  of  Scot  and  Pechtis  cummer. 
•'  Hungest  him  self  remane  heir  with  tow  still,     2i,8io 
"  All  tour  desyr  and  plesour  to  fulfill ; 
"  On  euerie  syde  so  sail  te  soner  be 
"  In  pece  and  rest  and  greit  tranquillitie  ; 
"  Sen  te  ma  half  so  greit  supple  in  neid, 
"  Thair  is  no  caus  quhairfoir  that  ^e  suld  dreid."  2i  815 

How    OCC'A,    THE    SoNE    OF    HUNGESTUS,    C:0ME    IN 
BiUTANE    FRA  SaXONE,  and   BROCHT   WITH   HJM 

Ten    Thousand    Men    of  W>.ir  to   supple 
Wortigernus. 

This  Wortigerne,  that  tliocht  his  counsall  gudc, 
To  Hungestus  he  said  quhair  that  he  stude. 


>  In  MS.  Wisa. 
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"  I  ^ow  beseik,  in  all  the  haist  le.  ma, 

"  Send  for  tour  sone  the  nobill  ^oung  Occa, 

"  With  new  support  to  cum  in  ouir  supple  ;  24,820 

"  Richt  riallie  he  sail  ressauit  be." 

Hungest  he  said,  "  Thocht  I  dar  nocht  deny 

'•  ^our  grace,  this  tyme  for  tliis  ressoun  and  quhy 

"  That  ma  I  nocht,  without  damnage  and  skayth 

"  Into  Saxone  of  land  and  freindis  baith  ;  24,825 

"  No  gyde  tha  haif  into  that  land  bot  he." 

All  that  he  said  of  greit  subtillitie, 

As  it  had  bene  richt  far  aganis  his  will. 

Syne  at  the  last  consentit  hes  thairtill. 

Sone  efter  that  this  ilk  foirsaid  Occa  24,830 

Ten  thousand  men  out  of  Saxonia 

In  Britane  brocht,  that  war  bayth  bald  and  wicht, 

Bodin  for  battell  all  in  armour  bricht. 

With  wyffe  and  barne  richt  mony  out  of  number ; 

Syne  sat  all  doun  beyond  the  water  of  Humber,    24,835        Col.  2. 

Kicht  peceablie  without  ony  demand, 

Syne  callit  it  to  name  Northumberland  ; 

And  ay  sensyne,  quha  lykis  for  to  luke  it, 

Continewalie  that  same  name  it  hes  brukit. 

How  Hungest  requeistit  the  King  to  pas  with 

HIM  to  LoNDISSIA. 

Quhen  Hungest  knew  that  tha  war  cuming  tliair,  24,840 

As  he   dewysit  richt  weill  of  befoir, 

Thair  boundis  all  and  bigging  but  ganestand 

War  vacand  than  and  reddie    to  thair  hand, 

Fra  Hummer  water  that  tyme  evin  to  Tueid, 

It  wes  ouir  sawin  with  the  Saxonis  seid.  24,845 

This  ilk  Hungest  requyrit  than  the  king, 

Beseiking  him  of  his  gude  grace  benyng, 

To  pas  with  him  on  to  Londesia, 

To  se  his  wyfe  and  dochter  Roxana  : 

His  sone  Occa  with  mony  nobill  man,  24.850 

In  his  supple  he  hes  brocht  with  him  than, 
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This  Wortigerne  thairof  wes  weill  content, 

With  greit  triumph  syne  to  Londesia  went, 

With  knicht,  squyer,  and  mony  bald  barroun, 

In  gude  array  tha  raid  all  to  the  toun.  2-1,805 

To  Tuyn  castell  this  Hungest  liad  the  king, 

Qiihair  that  his  wyfFe  and  Roxana  the  ting 

Ressauit  him  at  all  poynt  with  j^lesance, 

And  all  the  honour  pertening  to  ane  prince. 

This  Woi'tigerne,  as  my  author  did  sa,  2i,860 

Throw  fantasie  of  this  Roxiana, 

Of  hir  sic  plesour  he  had  in  that  tyde, 

That  nicht  at  supper  sat  him  self  besyde, 

Talkand  of  love  and  makand  merrie  cheir, 

Betuix  thame  tua  that  plesand  wes  till  heir.         24,865 

Quhill  at  the  last  dame  Venus  cruell  dart 

Hes  persit  him  quhair  he  sat  thi'ow  the  hart, 

Quhilk  causit  him  his  honour  to  neglect, 

And  in  his  fame  to  put  so  fouU  ane  blek  ; 

His  awin  ladie  vnmaculat  and  clene,  24,870 

Quhilk  wes   his  wyfe    and    als    his   lauchfuU 

queue, 
Repellit  hes  but  ony  caus  him  fi-a, 
And  weddit  hes  this  ilk  Roxiana, 
Quhilk  wes  ane  genteill  that  tyme  vnbaptist. 
And  ennemie  als  to  the  faith  of  Christ  :  24,875 

Vnsemand  wes  to  sic  ane  Cristin  king. 
For  beistlie  lust  for  to  commit  sic  thing. 
Kent  schyre  al  haill,  as  plesit  him  to  half, 
To  this   Hungest  that  samin  tyme  he  gaif, 
With  boundis  braid  to  bruke  baith  vp  and  doun,  24,880 
And  strenthis  all,  baith  castell,  tour  and  toun  ; 
And  all  the  Britis  gart  remoif  richt  far 
Into  that  land  that  tyme  that  duelland  war. 
Sjme  to  Hutigest  and  to  the  Saxonis  seid, 
Tha  landis  gaif  to  pleneis  and  posseid ;  24,885 

To  Lundoun  toun  syne  efter[warl]  is  gone, 
With  this  Hungest  and  Saxonis  mony  one. 


rEONICLTS  OF  SCOTLAND.  159 

How  ROXIAXA,   THE  DOCHTER  OF  HUNGESTUS,  WES 
CROWXIT    QUENE  OF  BrITANE   INTO  LUNDOUN. 

Roxiana,  that  wes  baitli  bricht  and  schene, 

Into  Lundoun  bes  crownit  to  be  qiiene.  Lib.8,f.i23b. 

Schir  Wortimer,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak,  24  890      ^"^-  ^• 

The  kingis  sone,  into  his  mynd  did  tak 

Richt  gi-eit  anger  that  his  fader  the  king 

Injustlie  that  he  hes  done  sic  thing  : 

To  the  bischop  of  Lundoun  for  the  tyme, 

Maid  sair  complaynt  of  liis  faderis  fait  and         24,895 

cryme. 
This  ilk  bischop,  Wodynus  hecht  to  name, 
In  all  Britane  of  sanctitude  and  fame 
Had  no  compaii'and  of  his  auotoritie, 
This  Wortigerne  thairof  soir  blamit  he ; 
For  he  that  wes  ane  Cristin  king  and  ]3rince,        24,900 
Agane  his  faith  had  done  so  grit  offence, 
To  tak  ane  pagane  for  to  be  his  peir ; 
His  lauchfuH  wyfe  sum  tyme  to  him  so  deir, 
For  iie[s]chlie  lust  and  beistlie  appetyte, 
Withoutin  causs  to  do  hir  sic  dispyle,  24,905 

For  to  expell  furth  of  his  bed  and  bour 
In  all  hir  tyme  that  wes  of  sic  honour. 
Grit  lak  it  wes  to  liim  in  all  his  lyfe, 
Ane  infidell  syne  to  wed  on  to  his  wyffe. 
Quhen  he  had  said  and  schawin  his  intent,  24,9io 

This  Wortigerne  richt  soir  than  did  repent 
Agane  his  faith  so  far  he  suld  offend, 
In  tyme  to  cum  sayand  that  he  suld  mend. 
Throw  greit  displesour  that  he  tuke  betuene, 
The  bitter  teiris  birst  out  fra  baytli  his  ene,  24,915 

With  mony  sicli  and  sob  into  the  tyde. 
This  ilk  Hungest,  that  wes  neir  hand  besyde. 
Or  ony  wist,  into  the  tyme  drew  neir, 
And  fand  this  king  makand  so  mad  ane  beii", 
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And  blamit  him  into  the  tyme  richt  soir,  24,920 

Quhat  wes  tlie  caus  sayand,  quhy  and  quhairfoir, 
His  wedding  feist  he  had  so  maculat 
With  mad  murning  and  with  so  soir  degrat  ? 


HOAV  HUNGEST  GART  SLAY  THE  BiSCHOP  OF 
LUNDOIIN,  BECAUS  HE  REPREUIT  WORTIGERNE 
THAT  PUT  HIS  WyFE  AWAY  AND  TUKE  ANE 
VNFAYTHFULL   WOMAN. 

On  this  bischop  gart  handis  hx  in  hy, 
Baith  preist  and  clerk  that  standand  wes  thairby,    21.925 
And  had  thame  all  into  ane  quyet  place ; 
Quhen  he  thocht  tyme  without  rnercie  or  grace, 
But  dome  or  law,  be  his  auctoritie 
Richt  saikleslie  he  maid  thame  all  to  de. 
^oung  Wortymer,  the  kingis  sone,  also  24,930 

For  that  same  caus  he  hes  gart  seik  to  slo ; 
And  had  noclit  bene  he  fled  into  the  tyme, 
He  than  [had]  deit  for  the  samin  cryme. 
Quhen  this  wes  done,  syne  efter  on  ane  da 
This  Hungest  wrait  vnto  his  sone  Occa  24,935 

Richt  secreitlie,  and  gaif  to  him  command, 
That  all  the  strenthis  into  Northumberland, 
Gif  that  he  culd  be  slicht  or  ^it  ingyne, 
Fra  Eborac  onto  the  water  of  Tyne, 
In  his  keiping  to  tak  thame  all  ilkane ;  24,910 

And  for  to  stuff  ilk  castell  maid  of  stane, 
And  moir  and  moir  the  Britis  euerie  da, 
Col.  2.      For  to  molest  in  all  thing  that  he  ma. 

To  Scot  and  Pecht  he  sould  do  na  injure, 

Bot  all  the  landis  leve  into  thair  cuir,  24,945 

To  occupie  at  thair  plesour  and  neid, 

That  tyme  band  betuix  Tyne  and  Tueid. 
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How   OCCA   DID   THE   COMMAND   OF   HIS   FATHER. 

This  Occa  did  all  his  fatheris  command ; 

The  strenthis  all  into  Northumberland, 

Sone  efter  that,  or  fourtie  dais  wer  gone. 

Throw  slicht  and  force  he  tiike  thame  all  ilkone:  24,9o0 

Syne  fenieit  causis  as  he  culd  anew, 

And  all  the  nobillis  of  that  land  he  slew, 

And  flemit  mony  for  richt  litill  thing. 

Syne  qulien  he  wes  accusit  with  the  king, 

He  said,  als  far  as  he  richt  wnderstude,  24.,955 

All  that  he  did  wes  for  the  kingis  gude. 

For-quhy,  he  said,  the  men  all  that  he  slew. 

War  tratouris  all  and  to  the  king  vntrew: 

The  strenthis  all  war  in  Northumberland, 

Tha  thocht  to  put  into  the  Scottis  hand  ;  24,960 

And  had  he  nocht  remedit  in  the  tyme, 

That  knew  so  weill  thair  counsall  and  thair  cryme, 

Lang  or  that  tyme,  he  said,  richt  weill  he  knew, 

Britane  for  euir  tha  had  maid  for  to  rew. 

With  fenieit  falsheid  and  with  flattering,  24,965 

This  ilk  Occa  so  plesit  lies  the  king. 


How   HUNGEST    PAT    OrDOURE   AMANG   HIS  MeN   IN 

Kent. 

Sone  efter  that,  this  Hungest  on  ane  da}* 

Onto  Kentschire  he  tuke  the  reddie  way, 

For  to  mak  reule  and  ordour  in  his  land  ; 

To  euerie  man  than  gaif  ane  strait  command,         24,970 

In  pane  of  deith  that  tha  sould  ane  and  all, 

Fra  that  tyme  furtli  the  king  of  Kent  him  call. 

Of  all  tha  bonndis  neirby  his  land  that  la, 

Baith  man  and  wyfe  he  flemit  far  awa ; 

VOL.  Tl.  L 
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With  Ligging  balr  that  tyrae,  baitli  but  and  2i,975 

ben, 
Tha  left  all  waist  to  Hungest  and  Ins  men. 
Ouir  all  the  land  the  kirkis  gart  distroy, 
To  kirkmen  als  he  did  riclit  mekle  noy. 
Tha  that  -wer  ^oung,  and  big  of  bone  and  blude, 
He  put  thame  all  into  vile  seruitude,  24,980 

And  all  the  laif  richt  ftir  he  lies  gart  fle, 
Or  -svitli  sum  stres  than  maid  thame  all  to  de. 
Devoit  wemen  that  war  of  religioun, 
Defoullit  thame  and  kest  thair  placis  doun  ; 
So  wi'anguslie  thus  he  ane  lang  tyme  wrocht,       24,983 
Quhill  that  Britane  all  wes  put  to  nocht. 


How  ALL   THE    LOEDIS   OF    BrITANE,    IN   LUNDOUN 
ON   ANE    Da,    REPREUIT   WoRTIGERNE   FOR   THE 

Manteinyng  of  Hungest. 

The  nobillis  all  than  of  Britania, 
Befoir  the  king  in  Lundoun  on  ane  da, 
The  soir  complai[n]t  tha  maid  of  this  Hungest, 
Sayand  be  him  tha  war  rycht  far  opprest :  24,990 

Lib.s,  f.i24.   And  how  the  pepill   puneist  war  so  soir 
Be  this  Hungest,  as  I  haif  said  befoir, 
That  I  neid  nocht  heir  to  rehers  agane  ; 
Repreuit  lies  richt   schortlie   into  plane 
This  Wortigerne,  bairand   on   him  the   feid,  24,993 

Sayand  richt  sone,  without  he  fand  remeid, 
Britane  for  ay  he   wald  gar  bring  to  nocht, 
For  ony  way  that  efter  can  be  wrocht ; 
Quhairof,  tha  said,  that  he   had  all  the  wyte. 
Into  his  face  richt  lang  with  him  tha  flyte,         25,ooo 
That   paneful  wes   to  heir  thair  pley  and  pleid, 
Sayand  richt  sone,   and  he  find  nocht  remeid, 
That  all    Britane,   richt  weill  ilkone   tha  knew. 
That  lu>   wes  borne  foi*  euinnoir  wald   rew. 
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How  WORTIGERNE  WES  DISPAIIIT  BAITH  OF 
HUNGEST  AND  THE  BrITIS,  THAT  HE  WES  SO 
PERPLEXIT  THAT  HE  WIST  NOCHT  QUHAT 
SULD    BE    DONE,    PUTTAND    OF    THE    TyME. 

This  Wortigerne  of  wane  that  wes  so  will,  25,005 

Wist  nocht  richt  weill  qiiliat  he  suld  sa  thairtill. 

Riclit  sad  in  mynd  and  havie  into  hart, 

Suspect  he   wes  richt  far  of  euerie  part. 

Riclit  Weill   he  knew  this  Hungest,  and  he  mocht. 

For  his  distructione  all  his  tyme  he  wrocht ;         25,010 

The  Britis  all  ricl)t  so  for  the  most  feet, 

In  aU  liis  tyine  he  held  thame  ay  suspect. 

For  Weill  he  wist  that  tha  luifit  liim  nocht, 

For  the  greit  tressoun  that  himself  had  wrocht. 

So  saikleslie  Constantius  qulien  he  slew,  25,015 

Schort  quhile  l)efoir  as   I  heir  to  tow  schew. 

With  grit  silence  he  lute  the    tyme  pas  by, 

Disparit  for  with  greit  melancoly, 

That  he  wist  nother  quhat  to  do  nor  sa, 

With  sleipand  sleutli  dryvand  ouir  da  be  da,         25,020 

That  he  wist  nocht  at  quhat  end  to  begin. 

Throw  negligence  lattand  tlie  tyme  ouir  ryn. 

How  WORTIGERNE    WES   DEPRYUIT    OF    HIS    CrOUN, 

AND  HIS  [Sone]  Wortimerus  crownit  King 
OF   Britis. 

Off  all  Britane  the  lordis  on  ane  da. 
In  conventioun,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Depryuit  lies  this  Wortigerne  thair  king  25,025 

Of  his  kinrik,  his  sceptour  and  his   ring. 
Syne  in  the  Walls  in  ane  presoun  Strang 
Tha  closit  him,  quhair  he  remanit  lang. 
Sone  efterwart,  as  I  sail  schaw  tow  heir. 
Syne  crownit  hcs  his  sone  toung  Wortimer,  25,030 

L  2 
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With  liaill  consent  of  Britane  to  be  kin^, 

Decretit  so  wes  baith  with  aid  and  ting. 

The  Saxonis  than,  that  war  baith  ferce  and  fell, 

Fra  Albione  tha  schupe  for  to  repell ; 

And  or  tha  wald  to  that  battell  proceid,  25,035 

Of  thair  purpois  for  to  cum  better  speid, 


How      WORTIMERUS,      EFTER      HE       WAS      CROWNIT 

Col.  2.  King  of  Britis,  send  ane  Herald  to  the 

King  of   Scottis,  askand   at  him   Supple 

AGANLS    HuNGESTUS. 

To  king  of  Scottis  ane  lierald  sone  tha  send, 

At  grit  laser  all  thing  fra  end  to  end 

Quhilk  schew  to  him,  ns  I  half  said  tow  plane, 

That  I  neid  nocht  heir  to  rehers  agane,  25,040 

Of  this  Hnngest  and  his  enormitie, 

Of  Wortigerne  and  his  miseritie, 

Of  Wortimer  liow  he  wes  crownit  king, 

And  thocht  to  be  revengit  of  that  thing. 

Beseikand  hira  of  his  help  and  supple,  25,045 

Richt  freindfullie  with  all  humanitie, 

Agane  the  fa  of  Christ  and  halie  kirk, 

So  wranguslie  ane  lang  quhile  had  done  wirk. 

The  haill  fassone  lie  schew  to  him  at  lenth. 

With  fals  tressone  as  he  had  tane  ilk  strenth        25,050 

Into  Kent  schire  and  als  into  Northumberland, 

Wes  none  so  stout  that  durst  mak  him  ganestand. 

And  how  he  had  gart  cast  the  kirkis  doun ; 

Baith  men  and  wemen  of  religioun, 

Distroyit  lies  ane  richt  greit  multitude,  25,055 

Syne  all  the  laif  put  in  vile  seruitude. 

And  war  he  nocht  resistit  be  sum  way, 

Sone  efter  that  he  wist  weill,  and  he  may, 

Fra  Albione  or  he  thocht  to  disseuer, 

The  kirk  of  Christ  he  suld  distroy  for  euir ;         25,000 
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Beseikand  him,   as  he  wes  Cristin  prince, 

For  haUe  kirk  he  wald  mak  sum  defence. 

Also  that  tyme  he  gart  him  knaw  perfyte, 

How  Wortigerne  wes  all   the  cans  and  wyte 

Of  baith  the  battellis  that  war  last  gone  by ;      25,065 

Beseikand  him  that  tyme  riclit  reuerentlie, 

For  to  considder  baith  the  gude  and  ill. 

And  wyte  thame  noclit  it  wes  agaue  thair  will. 

Promitting  a[l]s  the  landis  les  and  moir. 

At  thair  plesour  evin  as  tha  had  befoir,  25,o7o 

Fra  Tueidis  bank  on  to  the  water  of  Humber, 

Fra  euir  moir  but  ony  clame  or  cummer. 

So  wes  decreittit  in  the  parliament, 

In   Limdoun  toun  with  all   thair  haill  consent, 

Of  king  and  lordis  ilkane  be  tliair  name,  25,075 

For  euir  moir  withoutin   ony  clame. 


How  CONGALLUS,  KiNG    OF    SCOTTIS,  GAIF  AnSUER 
BE  COUNSALL  OF  HIS  LORDIS  TO  THE  BrITANE 

Herald. 

This  king  Congall,  be  couusall  of  his  loixlis. 

To  him  agane  thir  wordis  he  recordis : 

"  Gude  freind,''  he  said,  "befoir  I  half  hard  tell, 

"  How  that  the  Saxonis  furious  and  fell,  2o,080 

"  In  Albione  so  wranguslie  did  wirk 

"  Agane  the  faith  of  Christ  and  halie  kirk, 

"  And  how  tha  schupe  with  grit  injure  and  noy, 

"  In  Albione  the  fiiitli  of  Crist  distroy  ;  Lib8,f.i24b. 

"  And  how  tha  war  thair  ennimie  and  fo.  25,085  ^' 

"  Soir  I  forthink,"  he  said,  "  that  it  is  so, 

"  And  for  to  schaw  my  grit  humanitie, 

"  To  ^ow  this  tyme  of  lufe  and  cheritie, 

*•  Quhilk  I  am  oblist  of  the  law  to  wirk, 

"  In  the  defence  of  God  and  halie  kirk.''  25,090 
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How  THE  Herald  syne  passit  to  the  King  of 
Pechtis,  and  syne    efteh   Hame   to   Lun- 

DOUN   WITH    HIS  AnSUER. 

Quhen  this  wes  said,  the  niessinger  in  hy 

To  king  of  Peclitis  sped  him  spedely ; 

With  sic  respons  that  tyme  as  he  him  gaif, 

xit  his  plesour  thair  wes  bot  ask  and  haif. 

The  messiuger  thairof  he  wes  full  lane,  25,095 

And  in  all  haist  he  sped  him  hame  agane 

To  Lundoun  toun,  on  [to]  the  king  riclit  sone, 

And  schew  to  him  how  that  all  this  wes  done. 

Quhairof  this  king  wes  richt  hartlie  content ; 

In  Lundovm  toun  with  all  thair  haill  consent,       25,100 

In  parliament  befoir  thame  all  in  plane. 

With  Scot  and  Pecht  new  peax  wes  maid  agane, 

With  ilk  conditioun  I  spak  of  befoir  ; 

The  spulie  all  tha  gart  agane  restoir 

On  euerie  syde  alss  far  as  tha  mycht  get,  25,105 

Syne  all  injure  forgevin  and  fortet. 


How    THE    King    of    Scottis    and    King    of 
Pechtis  come  to  the  x^'eild. 

This  beand  done  as  le  haif  hard  me  schaw, 

Richt  haistilie  till  armis  all  did  draw ; 

The  king  of  Scottis  and  Pechtis  tuke  the  feild, 

With  euery  wiclit  that  wapin  weill  culd  weild,     25,110 

And  maid  na  stop  that  tyme  without  ganestand, 

Quhill  that  tha  come  into  Northumberland. 

Occa  that  tyme  that  weill  thair  cuming  knew. 

With  all  tlie  Saxonis  pleneist  had  of  new 

All  haill  that  land,  at  tliair  plesour  and  will,      25,115 

Richt  haistelie  tha  gatherit  all  him  till. 
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fiync  quben  lie  saw  apperand  of  sic  skaytli, 

That  da  to  fecht  a^'ane  tlia  kino^is  baith, 

Of  nobill  men  had  sic  ane  multitude, 

Thairfoir  rycht  weill  that  tyme  he  wnderstude,     25,120 

He  wes  ouirfew  to  fecht  agane  thame  all, 

For-quhy  that  da  his  power  wes  so  small. 

Quhairfoir  he  thoclit  the  battell  to  delay, 

Quliill  efterwart  that  he  durst  thame  assay, 

Qulien  that  he  saw  his  tyme  mair  oportune.  25,125 

With  that  the  Scottis  and  the  Pechtis  sone, 

He  set  on  thame  thair  with  ane  schout  and  cry, 

In  gude  array  quhair  tha  war  standand  by. 

Thair  wes  nocht  ellis  bot  other  to  do  or  de  ; 

The  fedderit  flanis  in  the  feild  did  fle,  25,130 

So  baldlie  bait  vpoun  thair  armour  bryclit, 

Vpoun  the  land  richt  mony  law  gart  lyclit. 

The  speiris  lang,  that  war  baitlit  traist  and  trew, 

Aboue  thair  heid  all  into  flenderis  flew, 

Throw  birneis  bricht  quhair  all  thair  ruvis  25,135       Col,  2. 

raue, 
Baith  scheild  and  targe  all  into  pecis  claue. 
This  Occas  men,   thoclit  tha  wer  neuir  so  wycht, 
Vpoun  the  land  tha  war  maid  law  to  lycht ; 
So  vmbeset  tha  war  on  euirilk  syde, 
Tha  tuke  the  flicht  and  niicht  na  langar  byde.     25,140 
Richt  mony  Saxone  in  that  feild  wer  slane, 
And  thryis  als  mony  in  the  chace  ugane. 
For  gold  nor  ransoun  that  da  chapit  nane 
Of  Saxone  blude,  quhair  euir  tha  war  ouirtane. 
Ocea  him  self  on  to  the  mouth  of  Humber  25,145 

He  fled  awa,  bot  with  ane  litill  number  ; 
Syne  to  his  fiither  efter  on  ane  da. 
Into  Kentschire  he  passit  quhair  he  la. 
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How  WoiiTiMERUs,     King    of    Britis,    vincust 

HUNGESTUS     IN     PLANE     BATTELL,     AS     EFTER 
FOLLOWIS. 

The  Britis  all  riclit  blytli  war  of  that  thing, 

And  speciallie  gnde  Wortimer  the  king,  25,150 

He  wes  richt  fane,  le  ma  weill  wnderstand, 

Quhen  he  hard  tell  into  Northimiberland, 

How  that  king  Congall  had  put  than  to  eonfusioun 

The  Saxonis  all  that   war  of  sic  abusioiin. 

Displayit  lies  his  baneris  vponn  hie,  25,155 

Thairin  wes  Crist  vpoun  ane  croce  of  tre, 

Naikit  and  bair  nalit  on  the  rude, 

With  fyve  woundis  bleidand  for  ws  his  blude. 

Syne  with  cleir  voce  proclamit  ouir  all  quhair, 

That  all  quhilk  leuit  vpone  Christis   lair,  25,160 

In  his  defence  sould  follow  and  proceid. 

Ouir  all  Britane  tha  come  to  him  gude   speid ; 

Fiftie  thousand,  as  my   author  did  sa, 

Of  Britis  bald  he  wes  that  samin  da. 

Syne  with  Hungest  besyde  ane  montane  met        25,165 

In  plane  battell,  quhair  that  the  feild  wes  set, 

And  vincust  him  without  ony  reskew  ; 

Ten  thousand  als  thair  of  his  men  he  slew. 

Chaisit  him  self  on  to  ane  strenth  neirby, 

Without  perrell  that  tyme  quhair  he  micht  ly.     25,170 

Syne  efter  that,  as  le  sail  wnderstand, 

With  all  his  men  into  Northumberland 

He  passit  syne,  to  rest  and  to  remane, 

QuhOl  his  armie  renewit  war  agane. 

And  this  he  did.  as  my  author  did  sa,  25,175 

All  be  the  counsall  of  his  sone  Occa. 

13ot  thair  richt  lang  he  durst  noclit  weill  remane, 

Balie  his  men  with  Scot  and  Pecht  wer  slane  ; 

Quhairfoir  richt  sone,  efter  ane  litill  we, 

At  Humber  mouth  he  passit  to  the  se ;  25,i8o 
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How  HUNGEST  AND  HIS  SONE  OCCA  FLED  IN 
SaXONE,  AND  HOW  WORTIMEKUS  LEUIT  ALL 
THE  SaXONIS  to  PAS  HAME,  AND  OF  TUA 
HALIE     BiSCHOPPIS    BROCHT     OUT    OF     GALLIA 

IN  Britane. 

Syne  efterwart  he  and  his  sone  Occa, 

With  all  the  laif  onto  Saxonia.  Lib.8,f.i25. 

The  Saxonis  all  into  tlie  feild  war  tone, 

This  Wortimer  lie  fred  thame  all  ilkone, 

Without  ransoun  or  lit  captiuitie,  25,185 

To  pas  all  hame  at  thair  awin  libertie. 

Hungestiis  docliter,  fair  Roxiaua, 

With  child  consauit,  my  author  did  sa, 

In  Lundoun  toun  gart  keip  hir  as  ane  quene, 

Quhill  efterwart  the  suitli  tiiairof  wes  sene.  25,190 

This  Wortimer  syne  efter  on  ane  da, 

Tua  halie  bischoppis  out  of  Gallia 

In  Britane  broucht,  amang  [thame]  to  remane, 

The  faitht  of  Christ  fur  to  I'cnew  agane. 

The  tane  he  heclit  Germanus  to  his  name ;  25,195 

The  tother  Lupus  ^  of  richt  nobill  fame. 

Grit  diligence  vpoun  thame  bayth  tha  tuke, 

And  mony  lang  nycht  without  sleip  tha  woik, 

The  faith  of  Christ  agane  for  to  restoir 

To  sic  perfectioun  as  it  had  befoir.  25,200 

The  Britis  war  of  so  grit  vanitie, 

That  all  thair  tyme  tliai  louit  noveltie, 

And  reddie  ay  thair  awin  faith  to  refuss, 

And  Gentill  ryte,  idolatrie,  till  vss. 

Thir  halie  men  tha  sufFerit  mekle  pane,  26,205 

Or  tha  culd  weill  reforme  all  thinor  agane 

On  to  sic  stait  as  it  wes  wont  to  be, 

With  tliair  wisdome  and  tliair  auctoritie. 

This  Wortimer,  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  king, 

Richt  diligent  [he  wes]  into  sic  thing,  25,210 

'In  MS.  Vpeis. 
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And  da  nor  nycht  that  tyme  he  ceissit  nocht 

Quhill  all  Britane  on  to  the  faith  wes  Lroclit. 

In  all  Britane  wes  neuir  ane  better  king, 

Quhill  he  had  tynie  and  laser  for  to  ring : 

Bot  fals  Fortoun  at  all  thing  hes  invy  25,215 

Qidien  it  gois  richt,  and  for  that  samin  quliy, 

Doun  of  her'  quheill  scho  gaif  him  sic  ane  faw, 

And  on  his  bak  scho  gart  him  ly  full  law, 

With  sic  onrest  that  he  rais  nocht  agane  ; 

Quhairof  all  Britane  micht  be  richt  A^nfane.  25,220 

how   roxiana  gart  poysoun  wortimerub  the 
King. 

Quhen  he  had  brocht  all  Britane  in  to  rest, 

Roxiana,  the  dochter  of  Hungest, 

Sic  menis  had  with  seruandis  of  the  king, 

Bud  and  reward  that  gydis  euerie  thing, 

Hes  causit  thame  for  ony  dreid  of  feid,  25,225 

This  Wortimer  to  poysoim  to  the  deid. 

Quhat  sould  I  say  tow  moir  into  this  thing  ? 

Quhen  poy sound  wes  gude  Wortimer  the  king. 

Be  the  tressoun  of  this  Roxiana, 

Schort  quhile  befoir  as  le  haif  hard  me  sa,  25,230 

His  suddant  deith,  so  haistelie  of  new, 

Throw  Albione  swyft  as  ane  swallow  flew. 

The  Britis  all  thairat  lykit  full  ill, 

Weipand  for  avo  of  wane  tha  war  sa  will, 

Vncertifieit  tha  war  into  sic  thing  25^235 

Into  that  cace  quhome  that  tha  wald  mak  king. 

how  wortigernus  was  restorit  agane  to  his 

Croun. 

Col.  2.      Decretit  syne  wes  with  baith  les  and  inoir. 
This  Worbigerne  agane  for  to  restoir 

'  In  MS.  his. 
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On  to  his  croun,  with  sword,  sceptour  and  ring, 

As  he  wes  wont  of  Britane  to  be  king.  25,210 

In  Lundoun  toun  into  plane  parliament, 

Ressauit  him  with  all  tliair  haill  consent, 

Quhair  he  wes  sworne  befoir  [thame]  all  that  tyde 

At  thair  counsall  in  all  thing  for  to  byde ; 

And  all  the  feid  he  had  at  thame  befoir,  25,245 

For  till  forgif  for  than  and  euirmoir ; 

And  neuir  agane  remember  of  sic  thing. 

In  handis  sclmikand  maid  gude  suithning. 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  with  grit  triumph  and  gloir, 

This  Wortigerne,  as  he  wes  wont  befoir,  25,250 

Ouir  all  Britane  he  rang  oure  king  and  prince, 

And  gart  reforme  all  wrang  and  violence. 

Thair  wes  all  thing  wes  neidfull  till  be  done. 

At  his  command  it  wes  fulfillit  sone, 

And  lies  all  Britane  into  peax  and  rest ;  25,255 

Syne  efterwart  it  hapnit  at  the  last, 

How  HUNGESTUS,  HERAND  THAT  WORTIMERUS 
WAS  DEID,  COME  AGANE  TO  BrITANE  WITIL 
ANE   GREIT   ArMIE. 

This  ilk  Hungest  of  quhome  befou*  I  spak, 

As  that  my  author  did  me  mentioun  mak, 

To  Tames  mouth  ane  rycht  greit  multitude, 

Richt  mony  schip  he  broch[t]  attouir  the  flude ;   25,260 

Occa  his  sone  and  his  awin  brether  tua, 

With  mony  nobill  in  Germania, 

In  sic  ordour  with  grit  triumph  and  gloir, 

In  Albione  as  he  come  neuir  befoir. 

Quhen  this  wes  schawin  to  Wortigerne  the  king,  22,265 

Rycht  far  he  wes  connnouit  at  that  thing. 

Full  Weill  he  wist  it  wes  for  litill  gude. 

That  he  come  thair  with  sic  ane  multitude ; 

For  he  had  kend  of  his  tressoun  befoir, 

And  for  that  cans  he  dred  him  all  the  moir,         25,270 
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Incontinent  proclamit  with  ane  cry, 

That  euerie  man  suld  reddie  be  in  hy, 

On  the  best  wayis  als  gudlie  as  he  may, 

To  meit  in  Lundoun  on  the  anchtane  day. 

And  so  tha  did  withoutin  ony  ganestand,  25,275 

The  lordis  all  and  baronis  of  that  land, 

And  commoun  pepill  than  bayth  les  and  mair,' 

Micht  wapin  weild  or  ony  harnes  bair. 

In  Lmidoun  toun  the  lordis  all  ilkone, 

With  Wortigerne  to  counsall  all  ar  gone,  25,280 

Amang  thame  all  for  to  devyss  the  best. 

For  to  provyde  aganis  this  ilk  Himgest. 


How  HUNGESTUS  SEND  ANE  OeATOUR  TO  THE 
BeITIS  FOR  TO  SCHAW  THAME  HIS  MyND,  THE 
QUHILK  HUNGEST  THAT  TyME  WAS  RIGHT  FAR 
DISSIMULAT. 

Lib.8,f.i25b.  Off  tliair  counsall  quhen  this  Hungestus  knew, 
He  thocht  it  wes  grit  perrell  to  persew 
His  pnrpois   than  be  strenth  and  way  of  deid,      25,285 
Ti-aistand  thairof  for  to  cum  lidder  speid. 
He  knew  so  Aveill  the  haitrent  and  invye 
The  Britis  had  at  him,  and  for  that  quhy, 
He  durst  nocht  weill  so  grit  thing  wndertak, 
Or  dreid  he  turnit  him  baith  to  schame  and         25,290 

lak: 
Quhairfoir  he  thocht  sen  it  stude  liim  in  sic  neid. 
Be  way  of  slicht  to  his  purpois  proceid. 
Ane  oratour  than  lies  he  maid  to  go 
To  Wortigerne  and  his  lordis  also  ; 
In  Lundoun  toun,  befoir  thame  all  in  feir,  25,295 

He  said  to  tliame  as  I  sail  say  low  heir. 


'  In  MS.  iiwir. 
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"  O  royall  prince  !  in  tlii  hie  majestie, 

"  Hungest  my  lord  riclit  gudlie  greitis  the, 

"  And  all  the  nohillis  that  ar  in  thair  land, 

"  Lattand  tow  wit  this  tyme  and  wnderstand,     25,300 

"  That  his  euming  sua  haistelie  wes  ^ow  till, 

"  Is  all  for  glide  and  no  way  for  tour  ill. 

"  For  quhy  ^e  knaw  ilkone  boith  les  and  moir, 

"  So  oft  for  tow  he  bled  his  blude  befoir, 

"  And  in  his  mynd  no  other  tit  will  mene,  25,305 

"  Bot  keip  kyndnes  siclike  befoir  hes  bene, 

"  That  thinkis  ay  quhill  he  hes  strenth  to  stryve, 

"  To  all  Britis  than  levand  ar  on  lyfe. 

"  The  cans  quhy  wes  of  his  euming  heir, 

"  As  te  sail  wit  but  ony  dout  or  weir,  25,310 

"  Now  at  this  tyine,  wes  for  na  other  thing 

"  Bot  for  to  help  gude  Wortigerne  the  king, 

"  Revengit  be  of  tha  tratouris  wntrew, 

"  Gude  Wortimer  his  sone  with  poysoun  slew. 

"  And  mair  attouir,  te  knaw  be  commoun  law,  25,315 

"  As  ressoun  wald,  of  proper  det  he  aw 

"  On  to  his  oy,  sone  of  Roxiana,^ 

"  Apperand  prince  now  of  Britania, 

"  Tutour  to  be  as  ressoun  wald  and  skill. 

"  For  tliir  caussis,  and  for  na  other  ill,  25,320 

"  ^e  sail  beleif  this  tyme  that  he  come  heir, 

"  He  hes  in  mynd  thairof,  I  tow  requeir, 

"  To  grant  him  self  in  Britane^  to  remane, 

"  Quhair  plesis  tow  in  previe  or  in  plane, 

"  With  so  mony  as  plesis  tow  to  void,  25,325 

"  And  all  the  laif  at  tour  command  this  tyde, 

"  At  tour  plesour  for  to  pas  hame  agane, 

"  And  in  this  land  na  langar  to  remane. 

"  And  als  thairwith  he   dois   tow  wnderstand, 

*'  He  covettis  iiother  castell,  toun  nor  land ;         25,330 


In  ]\[S.  lioxiona. 
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"  Nor  na  lordschip  at  ^ow  tliis  tjnne  will  craue, 
"  Siclike  befoir  as  he  wes  wont  to  liaif, 
"  Except  tliair  riches  and  tliair  proper  gude, 
"  Tha  boucht  befoir  ryclit  deir  with  thair  awin 

blude, 
''  The  quliilk  tha  left  behind  thame  in  Kent-     25,335 

schyre  ; 
"  Na  vther  thing  this  tyme  tha  will  desj're. 
"  The  thing  this  tyme  that  most  desyris  he, 
"  At  commoning  with  Wortigerne  to  be, 
'•  Quhair  plesis  him  in  ony  tyme  or  tyde, 
"  With  equale  number  vpoun  enerie  syde  ;  25,34.0 

'•  And  thair  the  mater  all  baith  moir  and  les, 
'■  At  lentil  and  laser  commoun  and  redres, 
"  And  all  faltis,  gif  ony  war  befoir. 
Col.  2.       '•'  And  peax  to  mak  perpetualie  enirmoir ; 

"  And  freindlie  love  ilkane  to  vther  schaw,  25,345 

"  As  he  that  wes  his  darrest  sone  in  law, 

"  And  to  forgiff  all  feid  that  wes  befoir : 

"  At  tow  this  tyme  he  will  desyre  no  moir," 

How  HuNGESTus  Desyre  was  schawin  to  Wor- 
tigernus,  and  how  wortigerne  dred  his 
Tressoux. 

Qahen  this  was  said  into  plane  parliament, 

Quhair  all  the  lordis  at  that  tyme  war  present    25,350 

In  audience  of  Wortigerne  thair  king, 

Tha  tuke  ane  da  to  anise  thame  of  that  thing. 

The  lordis  all  that  tyme  for  the  most  feet, 

Tha  dred  Hungest  and  held  him  richt  suspect, 

With  sic  petie  he  did  than  imploir,  25,355 

Tha  knew  so  weill  his  falsheid  of  befoir  ; 

Dreidand  also,  and  he  his  tyme  micht  se, 

Gif  efterwart  so  hapnit  for  to  be, 

Be  strenth  or  slicht,  or  ony  subtill  charme, 

lie  sould  revenge  the  greit  injure  and  harme         25,360 
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Into  Kent  scliire  wes  done  him  of  befoir. 

This  said  tha  all  the  lordis  les  and  moir, 

And  coimsall  gaif  into  that  tyme  that  he 

With  gold  and  riches  sould  rewardit  be  ; 

And  niak  freindschip  for  akP   feid  and  for  new,    25,365 

In  tynie  to  cum  ay  to  be  leili  and  trew ; 

Ilkane  to  vther  ay  curtas  and  heynd, 

And  this  Hungest  to  callit  be  tliair  freind ; 

But  pleid  or  pley  for  to  pas  hame  thair  wa, 

Witli  all  thair  power  into  Germania.  25,370 

Assurand  him  gif  that  plesit  him  nocht, 

That  he  suld  find  fur  scharper  tlian  he  brocht. 

How  Hungest  and  Wortigernus   met   at    com- 

MONYNG,   and     HOW   HuNGEST   DISSAUIT   WOR- 
TIGERNUS. 

Richt  mony  wes  into  that  multitude, 

Apprevit  weill  that  that  counsall  we.s  gude  ; 

^it  neuirtheles  consentit  to  that  thing,  25,375 

Tliat  this  Huno;est  suld  commoun  with  the  kino-. 

For  thai  wist  weill  it  micht  hurt  thame  rycht  nocht, 

Bot  for  to  knaw  the  secreit  of  his  thocht, 

Gif  his  desyre  wer  honorabill  and  gude, 

At  thair  counsall  and  at  his  plesour  till  dude ;     25,380 

And  gif  it  war  agane  the  commoun  Aveill 

Be  his  desyr,  as  tha  ma  richt  sone  feillj, 

He  neidit  nocht  to  do  bot  as  him  lest  ; 

Tlie  haill  counsall  thocht  all  that  that  wes  best. 

Off  THE  Meitting  of  Worttgerne  and  Hungest. 

Ane  plesand  place,  as  that  my  author  sais,  25,385 

Quliilk  callit  wes  Sares  into  tha  dais, 
Neirby  the  se  quhair  foundit  wes  ane  ferrie. 
Now  in  this  tyme  callit  is  Sarisberrie, 

'  In  MS.  all. 
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Vpoun  ane  plane  the  tyrae  and  place  wes  set, 
Quliair  tliat  the  king  and  this  Hungest[us]  met.    25,390 
Thre  hundreth  nobillis  vpoun  euerie  syde, 
Without  wapone  or  armour  in  the  tyde, 
Dreidles  of  harme  tliat  tyme  or  ony  skaith^ 
Amiddis  the  feild  betuix  thair  oistis  baith  ; 
Lib.8,  f.i26.  And  this  Hungest  wes  suorne  to  be  trew,  25,395 

Without  tressone  for  aid  feid  or  for  new. 
Syne  Wortigerne  and  this  Hungesfc  is  gone. 
Hand  for  hand  togidder  thame  alione; 
Siclike  ilk  Saxoun  as  I  wnderstand, 
Ay  with  ane  Brit  togidder  hand  for  hand,  25,400 

In  sindrie  pairtis  vp  and  doun  the  plane, 
At  commoning  ane  lang  quhile  did  remane  ; 
And  quhat  it  wes  I  can  nocht  richt  weill  tell, 
Bot  harkin  and  heir  how  efterwart  befell. 


How      THE      SaXONIS      SLEW      THE      BRITIS      WITH 

Tressoun. 

This  ilk  Hungest  that  ordand  had  befoir,  25,405 

That  ilk  Saxone  with  him  baith  les  and  moir, 

Richt  quietlie,  quhairof  nane  had  beleif, 

Ane  lang  dager  suld  turss  into  his  sleif  : 

Syne  suddantlie,  quhen  he  ane  taikiu  maid, 

That  euerie  man  withoutin  ony  baid,  25,4io 

But  ony  stop  or  studie  in  that  steid, 

Suld  stik  his  marrow  in  the  tyme  to  deid. 

And  so  thai  did  quhen  he  aue  taikin  schew, 

Richt  suddantlie  the  Britis  all  tha  slew ; 

Or  euer  tha  wist,  fra  thame  chapit  nane  25,415 

Of  all  the  Britis  in  the  tyme  bot  ane, 

Heldoll  to  name,  richt  stoutlie  in  that  stryfe, 

Quhilk  fra  ane  Saxone  rnidlie  raif  his  knyfe, 

And  sindrie  Saxonis  thairwithall  he  slew, 

Syne  manfullie  him  awin  self  did  reskeM'.  25,420 
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how  wortigerxk  '  was  tank  and  led  to  thair 
Tentis. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  the  multitude  all  fled ; 

The  king  wes  tane  and  to  thair  tentis  hed, 

And  festnit  fast  with  fetteris,  fit  and  hand  ; 

Syne  all   his  annie  that  lay  on  the  land, 

Into  Kent  scliire  rieht  sone  he  hes  tlianie  broeht.  25.i'2o 

The  Biitis  all  seing  sie  tressomi  wrocht, 

Thair  king  that  tyme  so  tressonable  wes  tane. 

And  all  the  lord  is  slane  si  dike  ilkane. 

Tiirow  fals  tressoun   with  greit  crnflelitie, 

Traistand  tliairof  for  to  revenoit  he,  25, 430 

With  all   thair  power  [)crtlie  on  ane  })iaue, 

Convenit  hes  to  o-if  him  feild  ac'-ane, 

Contrair  Hunijest  and  his  auctoritie  ; 

In  that  intent  all  erar  for  to  die, 

Or  than  to  be  revengit,  gif  tha  mocht,  25,435 

Of  that  tressoun  that  this  Hungest  had  wrocht. 

Syne  quhen  tha  saw  thair  power  wes  so  small, 

Without  ane  king  and  captane  als  with  all, 

Or  goveruour  than  other  les  or   inoir. 

Thair  lordis  all   war  slane  ilkane  befoir  25,140 

With  fals  tressone,  as  te  aboue  ma  reid, 

Traisting  thairfoir  tha  suld  cam  hulie  speid, 

)Skaillit  thair  ost ;  syne  tuke  ane  vther  reid, 

And  euerie  man  zeid  hame  to  his  awin  steid. 

How  WORTIGERNUS   GAIF  OIIIR  ALL   THE   StRENTHIS 

IN  Britane   TO    Hungest,    and    past  with 

ALL    the    BRITIS     [IN]     WaLIS,    AND     REMANIT 
THAIR    ALL    HIS    TyTME. 

This  Wortigerne  the  quhilk  in  presoun  la,  25,445 

Sic  dreid  of  deid  had  boith  nicht  and  da,  Col.  2. 
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Throw  greit  monisioim  that  tha  to  him  maid, 

The  strenthis  all  into  Britane  but  baid, 

With  gold  and  riches  ilkane  as  it  standis, 

Deliuerit  hes  in  this  Hungestus  handis.  25,450 

Quhen  that  wes  done,  Hungest  gaif  him  command, 

With  all  the  Britis  that  war  in  that  land, 

Pas  to  the  Wales  and  thair  to  remane, 

And  in  tha  boiuidis  nenir  to  cum  agane  ; 

With  wyife  and  barne  thair  to  remane  and  duell,  25,455 

Richt  solitar  all  tyme  amang  thame  sell. 

With  public  voce  proclamit  syne  in  plane, 

Attour  command  quha  did  langar  remane 

Efter  the  da  affixit  wes  and  sett, 

All  his  guidis  to  tjme  of  proper  dett  :  2o.-i6o 

Him  self  also  be  in  Hungest  as  will. 

To  (][uhat  torment  he  pleis  to  put  him  till. 


How  WORTIGERNE  FOR  DrEID  OF  HUNGEST  STAW 
IN  THE  WALIS,  and  OF  ANE  NEW  ARMIE 
THAT    COME    OUT    OF    SaXONE. 

This  Wortigerne,  full  of  defence  and  cair 

With  all  the  Britis  that  tyme  les  and  mai?-, 

Of  this  Hmigest  he  stude  so  mekill  aw,  25,4G5 

Bicht  quietlie  on  to  the  Walls  he  staw, 

Without  wapone  or  armour  for  to  weir, 

But  bow  or  brand,  buklar,  sclieild  or  speir, 

And  durst  nocht   turs,   or  be  so  pert  to  preve, 

With  thame  moir  geir  nor  he  vvald  gif  thame      25,470 

leve. 
This   Wortigerne  syne,  as  my  author  sais, 
Remanit  tliaii-  in  trobill  all  his  dais. 
Quhen  this  wes  done  as  le  haif  hard  me  sa, 
Thair  come  fra  Saxone  efter  on  ane  da, 
To  this  Hungest  quhair  he  wes  in   Bi-itane,  25.475 

With  wvffe  and  liarne  I'icht  muiiy  nobill  man. 
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With  men  of  craft  and  lauboraris  of  tlie  land, 

In  so  greit  number  as  I  wnderstand, 

That  Wortigerne  with  all  his  power  haill, 

To  his  i)Ower  wes  of  litill  availl.  25,480 

Syne  efterwart  in  Lundoun  on  ane  da, 

This  ilk  Hungest,   as  my  author  did  sa, 

Ressauit  lies  into  plane  parliament 

Sceptovir  and  croun,   with  all  thair  haill  consent, 

In  stait  royall  amang  thame  for  to  ring,  25,485 

Ouir  all  Britane  of  Saxonis  to  be   king. 

Syne  changit  lies  the  name   I   wnderstand, 

And  efter  him  gart  call  it  Hungest  land  ; 

And  all  his  pepill  als  gif  I   rycht  ken, 

Efter  him  self  gart  call  thame   Hungest  men  :      25,490 

And  now  Ingland  and  Inglismen  with  all, 

Be  corruptioun  of  langage  now  we  call. 

How   Hungest  gart  sla  all  the  Britis  that 

REMANIT     IN     BrITANE     EFTER     THE     PASSAGE 

OF  Wortigerne  in  the  Walis,  and  of  the 

GRIT  DiSTRUCTIOUN  HE  MAID  OF   HaLIE  KlRK. 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  withoutin  ony  baid, 
Ouir  all  Britane  greit   inquisitioun  maid, 
Quliair  ony  wes   fund  of  the   Britis   blude,  25,495 

That  this  edick  or  lit  command  ganestude, 

Without  discretioun  quhair  euir  tha  war  fund,  Lib.8,f.i26b. 

Baith  ^oung  and  aid  in  ony  garth  or  grund,  '   ' 

That  had  no  strenth  nor  power  for  to  fie, 
Richt  doggitlie  he  maid  thame  all  to  de.  25,500 

I   can  nocht  weill  heir  expreme  to  low  plane, 
In  this  mater  sujipois  I  wald  reniane 
Ane  2eir  and  moir  continewalie  to  wirk, 
The  grit  injure  tha  did  till  halie  kirk. 
The  tempillis  all,  that  war  of  lyme  and  stone,      25,505 
Distroyit  hes  and  kest  thame  doun  ilkone ; 
The  kirkmen  als,  that  dalie  thairin  sang. 
Sum  tha  gart  held  and  vther  sum  tha  gart  hang, 

M  2 
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And  sum  tlia  pat  into  vyle  seniitudc  ; 

With  sic  distructionn  of  the  nobill  blude,  25.510 

In  till  all  part  of  Britane  fai-  and  neir, 

That  horj-ibill  wes  into  that  tyme  till  heir. 

War  all  the  marteris  put  into  memoritie 

Tha  maid  that  tjnne,  as  I  fynd  in  my  storie, 

Tlia  wald  exceid  of  number,   be  my  dome,  25,515 

The  marteris  far  that  maid  war  into  Rome. 

My  wit  this  tyme  is  vnsufficient 

For  to  expreme  sua  mony  hmocent 

That  tliolit  deld  thair  for  the  Mt\\   of  Christ, 

Be  tha  bouchouris  quhilk   ^v(\v  vubaptist.  25.520 

In  kirk  and  queir  syne   of  the  pagane  wyss, 

Quhair  Christ  wes  offerit  into  sacrifyis 

With  preist  and  prelat   eueri  da  befoii', 

Thair  idollis  thair  tha  set  vp  les^   and  moir. 

With  all  tliair  micht  thairfoir  to  magnifie  25,525 

Mahoun  thair  maister  witli  fals  mamoutrie. 

How  AMBROS  AuRELIUS   come   FRA  ARMORIf'A  WITH 
ANE    ArMIE    in    the   WaLIS,    AXD    WAN    WOR- 

TIGERNE,    THE   KiNG    OF   BrITIS. 
In  this  same  time  Arabros  Aurelius, 
That  brnther  wes  to  king  Constantius, 
And  sone  also  to  Constans  of  greit  fame, 
With  his  bruther  that  Vter  hecht   to  name,  26.630 

In   bark  and  barge,  and  mony  gay  gala, 
Come  furth  that  tyme  out  of  Armoriea, 
With  ane  greit  armie  furneist  to  the  se, 
Of  Wortigernus  to  revengit  be  ; 

Quhilk  saikleslie  his  eldest  bruther  slew,  25,5.35 

Constantius,  as  I  befoir  heir  schew. 
With  ane  fals  trane  that  he  wrocht  by  tressone, 
Syne  wranguslie  he  held  fra  him  his  croun  ; 


'  In  MS.  vp  and  les. 
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Into  the  Walls  soiie  efter  take  the  laud. 

Tills  Wortigeriie  that  reddle  wes  at  hand,  25,540 

In  raylt  battell  bydaiid  with  the  Biitis, 

That  sainin  tyiiie,   as  that  my  author  wiitis, 

Quheu  that  the  feild  wes  reddle  for  to  June, 

And  all  the  trumpettis  blawand  vp  In  tune  ; 

The  Britis  all  that  tynie  for  the  malst  part,  25,545 

This  AVortlgerne  so  halttlt  with  tliair  hart, 

Into  the  feild  tha  left  hlni  tlialr  alone, 

And  to  Anibros  tha  come  that  tynie  ilk  one. 

How  WORTIGERNE   FLED   TO   ANE   StRENTH,  QUHAIU 
HE    \YES    SEIGIT  AND    RRINT    WITH    "WyFE    AND 

Barnis  TO  Deith. 

This  Wortlgerne  thalrof  wes  soir  adred ; 

Out  of  the  feild  licbt  sone  away  he  fled  25,550 

On  to  ane  castell  of  his   awin  nelrby. 

This  Ambross  than  him  followit  hastelye, 

And  laid  ane   seig  about   the   hous  richt  sone  ;  Col.  2. 

Thair  lanjj  tha  la  and  litlll  thing  wes  done. 

That  hous  It  stude  vpone  ane  strenth  so  Strang,   25,565 

Qulieii  tha  had  lyne  at  the  seig  so  lang, 

Ambroslus  he  gave  command  in  hy, 

On  fra  ane  wod  that  wes  neir  hand  by, 

That  eurle  man  richt  mony  tre  suld  bring, 

About  the  hous  syne  nar  the  wallls  fling.  25,660 

And  so  tha  did  into  grit  quantltle. 

About  that  hous  tha  laid  richt  mony  tre, 

Quhlll  tha  excedlt  all  the  wall  on  hlcht, 

Syne  set  thame  sone  into  ane  blels  full  bricht  ; 

Quhilk  brlnt  the  hous  that  tyme  in  poulder  25,565 

small, 
And  Wortigerne  with  wyffe  and  barnis  all. 
Thus  endlt  he  that  so  grelt  tressoun  wrocht, 
Quhairby  he  put  all  braid  Britane  to  nocht. 
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Aurelius   quhilk  did  till  liiui  concenie, 

Efber  the  deid  of  this  ilk  Wortigerne,  25,570 

Of  all  Britane  the  croim  to  bridce  the  richt, 

To  him  thair  coine  richt  mony  worthie  wicht, 

Baith  loung  and  aid  that  war  of  Britis  bliide, 

Dalie  tha  come  into  greit  multitude  ; 

Exhortand  him  agane  for  to  reskew  25,575 

His  heretage  that  laitlie  of  the  new, 

And  his  pepill  that  wes  so  far  opprest 

Be  the  fals  tressoun  of  this  ilk  Hungest ; 

So  wranguslie   alway  that  he   did  wirk 

Agane  the  law  and  faith  of  lialie  kirk ;  25,580 

Quhairof  thai  said  tha  wald  revengit  be. 

Or  on  ane  da  all  into  battell  de. 


How  Aurelius  maid  Peax  agane  with  the 
King  of  Scottis  and  Pechtis,  and  gat 
THAIR  Supple  agane   the   Saxonis    or   he 

MIGHT   PREVAILL. 

Aurelius  considderit  weill  and  knew 

Be  thair  talking  that  tyme  he  wes  ouir  few  ; 

Thairfoir  he  thocht  lie  micht  with  better  will,      25.585 

At  his  plesour  his  purpois  to  fulfill. 

And  or  he  wald  in  that  mater  proceid, 

Into  gude  hoip  for  to  cum  better  speid. 

To  Congallus  ane  messinger  he  send, 

Beseikand  him  of  help  for  to  defend  25,590 

The  faith  of  Christ,   as   he  wes  Cristin  knycht, 

Of  halie  kirk  for  to  debait  the  richt, 

And  for  the  faith  he  audit  to  Jesu  Christ, 

Agane  tha  bribouris  that  war  vnbaptist, 

And  fra  Hungest  that  tratour  so  viitrew,  25,595 

That  he  wald  help  his  kinrik  to  persew. 

This   Congallus  thairof  he  wes  content, 

And  all  the  laif  that  t\nne  that  war  present, 
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Proiiiittaiul  hiin  ricbt  hartlie  with  glide  will, 

At  tyme  and  place   that  he  sail  cum  him  till,       25,600 

Efter  his  power  with  help  and  supple, 

In  all  the  liaist  that  he  mycht  reddie  be. 

The  messinger  thairof  he  wes  content : 

To  king  of  Pechtis  passit  incontinent, 

Qiihilk  callit  wes  Lothus  that  tyme  to  name  ;       25,605 

In  Albione  wes  none  of  grittar  fame, 

Stalwart  and  Strang,  and  of  ane  large  stature, 

Baitli  toung  and  fair,  and  rycht  plesand  of  nature  ; 

Quliilk  wes  richt  hlyth  that  tyme  quhen  he  did 

heir 
All  the  desyr  of  this  ilk  messinger ;  25,610 

And  grantit  him  rycht  glaidlie  with  his  hart. 
In  that  purpois  all  tyme  to  tak  his  part, 
Efter  his  power  hartlie  with  gude  will ; 
Syne  set  ane  da  quhen  he  suld  cum  him  till.  Lib.  8,  f.  127, 

"^  ^  Col.   1. 

How  THE  Messinger  passit   to   Aurelius  and 

SCHEW   his   AnSUER. 

This  messinger  quhen  he  hard  him  sa  so,  25,615 

Thankit  the  king  and  tuke  his  leif  to  go ; 

Syne  passit  hame  withoutin  oiiy  moir, 

And  schew  all  thing  that  he  had  hard  befoir, 

Ilk  word  be  word  to  this  Aurelius  ; 

How  he  wes  treittit  with  this  Congallus,  25,620 

With  euerie  Scot  siclike  and  euerie  Peclit, 

And  how  thir  kingis  baith  lies  to  him  hecht 

At  tyme  and  place  to  meit  him  with  gud  will, 

Quhair  plesis  him  for  to  assigne  thame  till. 

How  THE  Britis  come  furth  of  sindrie  Partis 
TO  Aurelius. 

The  Britis  all  that  tyme,  baith   les  and  moir,       25,623 
In  sindrie  landis  quliair  thai  duelt  befoir, 
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Ay  euerilk  iiiivu  qiihair  that  liim  lykit  l>est, 

For  to  vmsclieAV   the   danger   of  Himgest, 

Into   that  tyme,  my  storie   tellis  thus, 

Tha  come   ilkone  to   this   Aiircliiis.  25,c3o 

Qiihilk  wes  content  lycht  weill  of  all  tlui   thingif-, 

And  of  tlie  an.suer  also  of  tlia  kingis  ; 

Syne  sped  him  sone,   in  all  tlic   haist  lie  myclit, 

Aofane  Huno-est  for  to  re.skew  his  riclit, 

On  tit  and  hors  and  mony  noLill  man  25,GSo 

Of  Arniorick  and  also  <>f  Britane, 

"With  birny,   brasar,   bow  and  feddrit  tiaue, 

All  in  ane  will   for  to   reskew  agane 

Kynrik  and  croun  with   law  and  libertie, 

And  of  Himgest  for  to  revengit  be,  25,010 

The  ennimie  of  Christ  and  halie  kirk  ; 

Without  tarie  neniv  for  to  tyre  nor  irk 

Quhill  he  war  slaiio,    and  all  his  men   ilkone, 

Or  exnll  maid  far  out  of  Albione. 

How  Tf[E  King  of  Pechtis  and  the  King  of 
ScoTTis  Bkuther  Conranus  i^iet  Aukelius 
with  ane  greit  Powar. 

Syne  efter  that,  vpoun  the  saxtaiie  da,  25,615 

The  king  of  Pechtis  lies  met  him  in  the  wa, 

With  greit  })Ovver  that  tyme  of  ane  and  vther, 

And  Conranus  the  kino,'  of  Scottis  bruther, 

With  mony  Scot  that  worthio  war  and  wicht, 

With  bow  and  brand,  brasar  and  birny  bricht.     25,C50 

Quha  had  bene  thair  that  tyme  for  to  haif  sene 

The  grit  kyndnes  and  thanking  thame  betuene, 

The  curtosie  that  this   Aurelius 

Schew  to  thir  tua  with   thanking  meruelous, 

And  brasit  thame  richt  oft  into  his  arme,  25,{)55 

With   plesand  vult  and   tender  wordis  warnic. 

With  sic  talking  tha  drew  the  da  to  end, 

Syne   on  the  morne   with   all  power  did  wend 
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To  wart  tlie   place  quliair  tliat  Hungestiis  la, 

With  all  Jii-s  Saxoiiis  on  the  secuiid  da  ;  25,660 

Syne  in  aiie  })lace  neivby  the  revar  syde, 

Forgane  Hnngest  thir  princes  of  grit  pryde, 

With  mony  roy  wes  royall  of  renoun, 

Vpoune  ane  plane  plantit  thair  paUeoin.s  donn. 

Syne  in  the  held,  as  that  tyme  wes  the  gyiss.     25,665 

Met  in  the  middis  with   mony  interpryiss, 

On  fit  and  liors  ilk   man  chesit  anc  maik,  C!oI. 

To  just  and  turnay  for  liis  ladeis  saik. 

With  mony  raiss  tha  did  the   feild   renew ; 

Eaiss  efter  raiss  ilk  vtlier  did  persew.  25,670 

How      TllK      Tl'A     WyNUIS      WAi\      IJAITH      THAIK 

Feildis. 

Syne  at  the  last,  with  mony  fedrit  llaue, 
The  bowmen  bald  hcs  bikkerit  on  the  plane  ; 
Kicht  scharpe  schutting  on  ilk  syde  mycht  be  sene, 
Quhen  mony  grume  la  gaippand  on  the  grene. 
Behind  tliair  bak,  the  bowmen  for  to  beild,  26,675 

The  grit  power  syne  enterit  in  the  feild. 
The  king  of  Pechtis  as  my  author  did  sa, 
With  all   his  Pechtis  the  vangard  led  that  da, 
On  tlie  richt  hand  of  this  Anrelius  ; 
Siclike  also  the   nobill  Conranus,  25,680 

AVith  mony  Scot,  that  stalwart  war  and  stuir, 
On  his  left  hand  on  to  tlie  feild  he  fuir. 
Thir  grumes  gay  quhilk  war  nothing  agast, 
War  reddie  all  syne  at  ane  buglis  blast ; 
Into  the  feild  tha  enterit  with  grit  force,  25,685 

In  birny  bricht  and  mony  bardit  hors ; 
Tliair  scheildis  raiff'  and  all  thair  speiris  brak, 
That  countering  wes  lyke  ane  thunder  crak. 
Than  mony  grume  la  grufling  on  the  grund, 
And  mony  wycht  man  with  mony  werkand  25,690 

wound  ; 

'  In  MS.  raiss. 
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Ridit  iiioiiy  freik  Avar  fellit  in  the  feikl, 

And  mony  kniclit  la  cald  wnder  his  scheild. 

Aurelius  tliairto  he  tuke  gude  waucht, 

Betuix  the  Scottis  and  the  Pechtis  that  faucht, 

With  all  the  Britis  that  war  thair  that  da,  25,695 

And  thame  he  brocht  out  of  Arinorica, 

Of  worthie  men  that  waponis  weill  culd  vveild, 

So  cruell  counter  maid  into  the  feild. 

And  buir  thame  self  so  stalwart  in  that  stound. 

That  mony  freik  were  fellit  to  the  ground.  25,700 

Baith  Scot  and  Pecht  in  the  tua  wingis  faucht, 

So  rude  routtis  amang  the  Saxonis  raucht, 

That  force  it  wes  that  tyme  to  thame  to  lie. 

Or  in  the  feild  all  fechtand  for  to  de. 

The  middill  Avard  quhen  that  the  wingis  fled,        25,705 

Quhair  Hungest  faucht,  tha  war  so  soir  adred, 

Tha  tuke  the  flicht,  and  wald  no  langar  byde, 

Efter  thame  fast  but  tarie  in  that  tyde. 

Hungest  him  self,  with  mony  wyle  and  trane, 

Requyi-it  thame  oft  for  to  returne  agane ;  25,710 

For  na  treittie  that  he  culd  mak  that  tyde. 

Nor  tit  for  bost  tha  wald  no  langar  byde. 

And  quhen  he  saw  that  that  mycht  nocht  amend, 

He  kest  fra  him,  that  he  suld  nocht  be  kend, 

His  coit  armour  quhairin  that  he  wes  cled,  25,715 

Syne  on  ane  hors  fast  efter  thame  he  iied. 

How  Hungest  tynt  the  Feild  and   fled,  and 
HOW  Aurelius  ouirtuke  him  and  slew  him 

MANFULLIE   WITH   HIS  AWIN   HANDIS. 

Aurelius  persauit  that  richt  weill. 

Of  his  tleing  that  tyme  quhilk  had  ane  feill, 

And  efter  him  he  drawe  with  all  his  force. 

Syne  with  ane  speir  he  dang  him  of  his  hors  ;      25,720 

Out  throw  the  bodie  straik  him  deid  to  the  gruiid, 

Sync  left  the  spcir  still  stickand  in  the  wound. 


Col.  1. 
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Occa  his  soiie,  quhilk  fled  into  the  tyde 

On  to  ane  niont  wes  neirhand  by  besyde, 

Vpoun  ane  bay  out  of  the  feild  him  bair,  25,725    Lib.8,f.i27b. 

With  mony  wound  that  warkand  war  full  sair. 

Aurelius  syne,  vpoun  the  tother  day, 

To  Lundoun  toun  he  tuke  the  narrest  way, 

The  soulddouris  thairin  that  did  remane, 

Quhen  tlia  hard  tell  Hungest  thair  king  wes        25^730 

slane, 
And  Occa  fled  with  woundis  werkand  soir. 
To  saif  thame  self  into  that  tyme  thairfoir, 
Aurelius  tha  met  without  the  toun, 
Syne  on  thair  kneis  at  his  feit  fell  doun, 
Beseikand  him,  for  his  greit  victorie  25,735 

And  nobilnes,  of  thame  to  liaif  mercie, 
Syne  tha  war  all  in  that  tyme  at  his  will. 
As  plesit  him  quhat  pane  to  put  thame  till. 
Sayand  thai  knew  that  thair  iniquitie 
Seruit  richt  weill  withoutin  reutli  to  die  ;  25, 7  to 

Beseikand  him  as  he  wes  gratious  prince,  ! 
For  to  remit  the  injm'e  and  oflence 
That  tha  had  done,  and  freith  [thame]  for  to  go 
To  thair  awin  land  quhair  tha  befoir  come  fro, 
Naikit  and  bair,  baith  with  barne  and  wyffe,       25,745 
But  gold  or  glide  that  tyme,  and  saue  thair  lyfe  ; 
And  thai  suld  sweir  befoir  thame  all  in  plane, 
In  Albione  neuir  for  to  cum  agane. 

How  Aurelius  tholit  the  puir  Pepill  to  byde 
IN  Britane. 

Aurelius  so  gratious  wes  and  gude, 

So  full  of  meiknes  and  of  mansuetude,  25,750 

Hes  suft'erit  thame  of  his  beuignitie, 

AVith[out]  crabing  or  lit  crudelitie, 

But  ony  harme  in  thair  bodie  or  liuit. 

To  pas  agane  withoutin  stop  or  sturt, 
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With  wyffe  and  barne  liame  to  Saxonia.  25,755 

And  so  tlia  did  syne  efter  on  ane  da 

liaith  gude  and  euill  that  abill  war  for  battell, 

But  hors  [or]  liarnes,  withoutin  corne  or  cattell ; 

The  j)uir  pepill  with  all  lioushald  and  geir, 

Without  prattik  or  policie  in  weir,  25,760 

Leit  thanie  remane  thair  still,   I  wnderstand, 

As  tlia  war  wont  to  laubour  in  that  land  ; 

And  all  that  wald  turne  to  the  faytli  of  Christ, 

And  trew  in  Jesu  that  tyme,  and  be  baptist. 

How   AURELIUS   DISTROYIT   ALL   THE   IdOLLIS. 

Qulien  this  wes  done  a«   I  half  said  low  heir,       25,765 

Ouir  all  Britane  he  lies  gart  spy  and  speir 

Quhair  tempillis  war  biggit  of  niamoutrie, 

Quhairin  thir  Saxonis  did  oft  sacrilie  ; 

And  suddantlie  hes  distroyit  thame  all, 

Syne  brint  tlie  idollis  in  poidder  small.  25,770 

The  preistis  all  thairin  maid  sacrifice, 

With  all  torment  men  culd  with  wit  devyiss, 

Richt  riallie  that  tyme  without  petic, 

He  puneist  thaiiie  for  thair  ini(|uitie. 

The  kirk  of  Christ  syne  gart  agane  restoir  25,775 

To  all  possessionis  that  it  had  befoir, 

And  dot  thame  with  far  moir  dignitie, 

Na  euir  tha  had  and  more  auctoritie  ; 

And  ilk  kirk  man  in  his  awin  kirk  set  duun, 

That  fled  befoir  in  mony  far  regioun.  25,780 

The  kirk  of  Crist  wes  neuir  at  sic  honour, 

Sen  God  wes  borne,  into  Britane  befoir. 

Col.  2.  How  AuRELIUS   GAIF   the  SCOTTIS  AND  THE  PecHTLS 

ALL   THE  LANDIS  BETUIX    HuMBER   AND  TUEID. 

This  beand  [so]  than  into  Lundoun  toun. 
With  erle  and  duke  and  mony  bald  barroun, 
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The  king  of  Peclitis  and  nobill  Conranus,  25,785 

And  specdallie  be  this  Aurelius, 

Wes  tretit  so  be  thair  auctoritie, 

Quliilk  Rchew  to  thame  so  greit  hiimanitie, 

With  greit  reward  and  honour  ouir  the  hive, 

As  did  pertene  to  sic  princes  to  haif.  25,790 

The  landis  all  tha  did  befoir  posseid, 

Fra  Humber  flude  ou  to  tlie  water  of  Tueid, 

Tha  gaif  to  thame,  with  strenthis  les  and  moir, 

In  heretage  evin  as  tlia  had  befoir. 

Perpetuall  peax  betuix  thir  kingis  thre,  25,795 

Confennit  lies  with  greit  affinitie, 

Aurelius  tua  sisteris  fair  and  gude, 

That  tyme  he  had  of  plesand  pulchritude, 

Porterit  but  peir,  full  of  formositie, 

Vnmaculat  in  clene  virginitie.  2o,80o 

Anna,  the  quhilk  wes  eldest  of  the  la  if. 

In  matrimonie  to  king  of  Pechtis  gaif  ; 

Quhilk  efterwart  buir  to  him  sonis  tua, 

And  ane  dochter  wes  callit  Cymeda, 

As  I  sail  schaw.  and  God  will  gif  me  2frace.         2o,805 

Sone  efterwart  at  ganand  tyme  and  place. 

The  secund  sister  callit  wes  Ada, 

To  Conranus  in  manage  alsua, 

That  plesand  wes  full  of  spesiositie. 

With  gold  and  riches  in  grit  quantitie,  25,810 

Gaif  to  Conrane,  Avith  grit  honour  and  gloir, 

In  matrimonie  as  I  haif  said  befoir. 

Confii'mand  syne  with  thir  kiugis  ilkone, 

Perpetuall  peax  ay  into  Albione  ; 

And  euirmoir   with   afald  will  and  hart,  25  815 

Ilkone  in  neid  for  to  tak  vtheris  part  ; 

Euir  to  inforce  with  all  thair  fortitude, 

And  speciallie  aganis  the  Saxonis  blude. 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  and  Conranus  also, 

Syne  tuke  thair  leif  and  baith  hamewart  did  go.  25,820 
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How  Ada,  Conranus  Wyfe,  departit. 

This  toung    Ada,  of  quliome  I  spak  befoir, 

Conranus  wyffe,  ane  ^eir  efter  or  moir, 

Of  liir  first  cliild  befoir  his  tyme  rycht  lang, 

The  cruell  dart  of  awfull  deith  so  Strang, 

Hir  and  hir  child,  with  mekill  pane  and  wo,        25,825 

Out  of  this  warld  he  gydit  for  to  go  : 

And  so  fail] it  that  grit  aflSnitie 

Of  Scot  and  Brit,  throw  lois  of  that  ladie. 

How    Claudowus,   the    King   of  France,  was 

BAPTI^IT    VNDER     ReMEGEUS,     AND    TUKE    THE 

Faith  of  Christ. 

In  that  same  tj'me  it  hapnit  vponn  chance, 
Claudoweus  the  quhilk  wes  king  of  France,  25,830 

And  the  fyft  king  als  of  the  Frenche  blude  ; 
He  wes  the  first,  gif  I  richt  wnderstude, 
Off  Frenschemen  that  tuke  the  faytli  of  Christ ; 
Lib.8,f.i28,  In  that  same  tyme  this  king  he  wes  baptist 

Be  ane  bischop  callit  Remegius,  25,835 

Quhilk  now  in  hevin  ane  sanct  is  glorius, 

Fyve  hundreth  leir  efter  the  Virgin  buir 

The  sone  of  God,  quhilk  lies  all  thing  on  cuh*. 

Thre  halie  bischopis  in  tha  samin  dais 

In  Scotland  rang,  as  my  author  sais ;  25,8-iO 

Ane  callit  Colman  of  greit  auctoritie, 

Modan  and  Meden  war  halie  men  all  thre, 

Quhilk  in  thair  tyme  wald  nocht  tyre  nor  irk 

To  fortifie  the  faith  of  halie  kirk  ; 

That  had  grit  grace  into  this  warld  thairfoir,        25,845 

Tha  ring  in  hevin  now  in  eternal  gloir. 

Gude  Congallus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 

Into  that  time  wes  febill,  Avaik  and  aid. 

And  viseit  wes  with  sad  seiknes  and  soir. 

Into  this  tyme  that  he  micht  leve  no  moir.  25,850 
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Syne  of  his  ring  eftor  the  tnentie  ^eir, 

He  tuke  his  leif  and  baid  na  langar  heir; 

In  Ecolumkill  syne  graithit  wes  into  graif, 

With  all  honour  that  sic  ane  prince  suld  half. 

Ane  better  king  I  trow  nor  he  wes  one,  25,855 

In  all  his  tynie  wes  nocht  in  Albione  ; 

Manlie  in  weir,  and  plesand  into  peice, 

And  with  all  leid  weill  louit  wes  but  leis; 

All  thing  ^eid  riclit  that  wes  wnder  his  cnir, 

Equale  he  wes  ay  baith  to  riche  and  puir.  25,86o 

Me  neidis  nocht  at  this  tyme  him  to  love, 

Richt  Weill  I  wait  his  awin  deidis  will  prove 

His  nobilnes,  quha  lykis  for  to  hike. 

Heir  endis  baith  his  deidis  and  the  audit  buke. 


How   CONGALLUS    DEPARTIT,    AND   OF   THE   CrOWN-         Lib.  9. 
YNG    OF    CONRANUS     HIS     BrUTHER   GeRMAXE, 
AND   OF   HIS   NOBILL   DeIDIS. 

Efter  the  deith  of  worthie  Congallus,  25,865 

His  bruther  germane,  callit  Conranus, 

Crownit  he  wes  of  Scotland  to  be  king, 

Becaus  his  sonis  that  tyme  wes  ouir  ting. 

The  eldest  sone  he  liecht  Eugenius, 

The  secund  als  wes  callit  Conuallus,  25,870 

The  toungest  bruther  also  of  the  ihre. 

To  name  Kynnatill  callit  than  wes  he: 

As  I  sail  schaw  efter,  be  Godis  grace, 

Of  thir  brethir  qulien  I  haif  tyme  and  place. 

This  Conranus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak,  25,875 

Greit  travcll  dalie  <lid  vpoun  him  tak 

To  keip  his  kinrik  into  rest  and  peice. 

That  da  no  nycht  wald  nocht  sojorne  nor  ceis 

For  no  travell,  sa  lang  as  he  micht  lest, 

Quhill  he  jmt  all  into  gude  peice  and  rest.  25,880 
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Off   ane   mervelous   jMonstoure   sene   at  the 

HUNTIS. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  as  ;e  bait'  hai-d  nie  tell, 
Tak  tent  and  heir  of  ane  wounder  befell. 
This  km<x  beino-  in  hunting  on  ane  da, 
With  mony  nobill  in  Atholia, 

Ane  hart  wes  sene  thair  of  greit  quantitie,  25. 88-3 

Baith  grit  and  fatt,  with  hornis  hing  and  hie. 
Quhen  he  wes  bertnit  to  gif  the  houndis  blude, 
Out  of  liis  warae  ane  rnenielus  iindtitude 
Of  fonle  serpentis  into  that  tvnie  tliair  tlirew, 
Baith  grit  and  hxng  of  mony  diver.ss  hew.  25.sao 

Qnhairof  that  tyme  the  pepill  wondiit  all. 
Col.  2.      Hayand  it  wes  of  thingis  to  befall 

Ane  grit  taikin,  other  of  ill  or  gude  ; 

So  said  tha  all,  gif  tha  richt  wnderstnde. 

Als  of  this  hart  the  hornis  mervelus,  25.895 

For  byt  or  stang  of  beistis  venemous, 

Wer  niedicyne  in  ony  tyme  or  tyde, 

And  qnhair   tha  come  mycht  na  sick  bei.st  abyde. 

This  king  he  wes  the  first  that  maid  that  act, 

Befoir  the  air  ane  dittay  for  to  tak  25  900 

In  euirilk  schyro,  as  my  author  did  sa  ; 

Qnhilk  law  is   tit    ar  keipit  at  this  da. 

In  rialtie'  I  lat  him  heir  remane, 

And  to  the  Britis  tiirne  I  will  agane. 

How  Ambrosuis  Aurelius  fell  in  greit  Seik- 
nes,  and  how  Occa  and  his  Eruther 
Passingius  come  with  ane  greit  Armie 
OUT  OF  Saxon e  in  Britane. 

Aurelius,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak,  25  905 

As  that  my  author  did  me   mentioun  mak, 
Vexit  he  wes  with  grit  infirmitie, 
Be  constillatioun  of  the  planetis  hie. 


'  In  MS.  rialiic. 
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Ilk  da  be  da  liis  seiknes  grew  so  soir, 

That  he  micht  nother  gang  nor  ryde  no  moir ;      25,910 

And  all  liis  bodie,  or  my  author  leis, 

He  grew  als  bair  and  lene  as  ony  treis, 

That  euerie  man  that  tyme  for  the  most  effect, 

Than  of  his  deith  tha  held  him  rycht  suspect. 

Syne  suddantlie  this  grit  seiknes  wes  schawin       2o,9i5 

Onto  Occa  be  freindis  of  his  awin, 

Into  Saxone  quhair  that  he  did  remane  ; 

Quhairof  that  tyme  he  wes  joyfull  and  fane. 

With  his  brother  callit  Passiugius, 

Quhilk  sonnis  war  befoir  to  Hungestus,  25,920 

Aurelius  with  his  awin  handis  slew, 

Nocht  king  gane  syne  as  I  did  to  20 w  schew, 

With  the  haill  power  that  tha  purches  ma 

Of  all  the  princes  in  Germania, 

Aurelius  trowand  for  to  fynd  deid,  25,925 

Or  ony  king  was  crownit  in  his  steid, 

Richt  suddantlie,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Into  Britane  tha  come  all  on  ane  da. 


How   THAT    THE   BrITIS   PASSIT  ALL   TO    COUNSALL. 

Thairof  the  Britis  aba  sit  war  ilkone, 
And  suddantlie  to  counsall  all  ar  gone,  25,930 

For  to  devyss  richt  haistelie  and  sone. 
In  that  matter  quhat  best  is  to  be  done. 
Thair  king  with  seiknes  vexit  than  wes  so, 
That  he  micht  nother  rycht  weill  ryde  nor  go ; 
Vter  his  bruther  in  the  Walls  la  25,935 

Richt  seik  that  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa ; 
Amang  thanie  self  thair  wes  grit  discord, 
Quhome  that  tha  suld  male  governour  and  lord  ; 
Tha  had  na  grace  that  tyme  for  to  agrie, 
Bot  stude  richt  lang  at  sic  diuersitie.  25,940 

VOL.  IL  N 
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Aurelius  that  riclit  weill  wnderstiide 
That  thair  diuisioun  wald  do  litill  gude, 
Thairfoir  to  gar  thair  myndis  cord  in  one, 
Lib.9,  f.i28b.   The  haill  mater  vpoun  him  self  hes  tone. 

Thocht  he  wes  walk,  and  waponis  mycht  nocht    25,9-i5 

weild, 
Betuix  tua  hors  gart  turs  him  to  the  feild 
On  ane  litter,  that  buir  him  hie  on-loft. 
Within  ane  bed  quhair  that  he  la  full  soft. 


How  Aurelius    straik    Feild    witpi    Occa   oe 
Ansuer  come  agane. 

To  king  of  Pechtis  ane  herald  sone  he  send, 

And  king  of  Scottis,   the  quhilk  that  maid  25,950 

thame  kend 
Ilk  word  by  word  as  I  half  said  low  heir, 
Beseikand  thame  that  wes  his  freindis  deir. 
Of  thair  supple  richt  sone  incontinent, 
Quhairof  thai  baith  that  tyrae  •  war  [weill]  content, 
.  Promitting  baith  that  thai  sould  mak  supple,        25,955 
In  als  grit  liaist  as  tha  micht  reddie  be. 
Or  that  ansuer  come  to  Aurelius, 
Occa  that  tyme  and  als  Passingius, 
Thir  tua  brether,  sa  grit  distructioun  maid 
Into  Britane  ouir  mony  boundis  braid,  25,960 

Tliat  force  it  wes  than  for  to  gif  thame  feild 
With  euerie  wiclit  that  waponis  than  mycht  weild. 
Aurelius  besyde  ane  mont  tha  met 
In  plane  battell  quhair  that  the  feild  wes  set ; 
Quliair  mony  freik  wes  fellit  thair  throw  force,     25,9G5 
And  mony  berne  borne  bakwart  fra  his  hors, 

'  In  IMS.  lyne. 
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And  mony  man  in  the  tyine  euill  woundit. 

The  Britis  all  that  tyme  wer  neir  confoundit ; 

And  had  nocht  bene  this  ilk  Aurelius, 

Throw  his  enrage,  my  author  sais  thus,  25,970 

Quhen  that  he  saw  thame  drawand  all  abak, 

Quhilk  causit  thame  sic  confort  for  to  tak, 

And  in  the  feild  syne  maid  ane  new  onset. 

And  with  thair  brandis  on  the  Saxonis  bet. 

Thair  wyngis  all  that  warkit  of  befoir,  25,975 

Into  that  tyme  tha  fele  thame  nothing  soir, 

Na  in  thame  na  febilnes  euld  feill, 

But  als  ferce  and  waldin  than  as  ane  eill ; 

And  in  that  stour  richt  stalwartlie  tha  stude, 

Spilland  richt  mekle  of  the  Saxone  blude,  25,980 

And  wi'ocht  thame  wo  with  mony  woundis  wyde. 

The  Saxonis  than  vpoun  the  tother  syde, 

Turnit  thair  bak  ilkone  and  tuke  the  flicht. 

Aurelius,  for  it  wes  neir  the  nicht, 

Forbad  to  follow  forder  of  that  plane,  25,985 

In  gude  ordour  gart  thame  thair  still  remane, 

Quhill  on  the  morne  that  it  ^  wes  fair  da  licht. 

Syne  equalie  that  tyme  to  euerie  wicht, 

Efter  his  grie  and  facultie  that  tyde, 

The  haill  spulte  amang  thame  gart  provyde.         25,990 

Syne  maid  ane  moustoui'  efter  on  ane  plane, 

Numberit  his  men  and  fand  so  mony  slane, 

He  thocht  he  wald  no  moir  battell  persew, 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  quhill  that  he  gart  reskew. 

And  -for  that  cans,  for  tua  monethis  and  ane,        25,995 

Trewis  that  tyme  with  the  Saxonis  hes  tane ; 

Skaillit  his  oist,  syne  passit  is  anone 

Onto  ane  place  wes  callit  Gouentone. 

Into  that  place  quhair  that  he  did  remane, 

This  ilk  herald  come  hame  to  him  agane,  2G,ooo 

'  In  MS,  is. 
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Fra  Conranus  and  king  of  Peclitis  also, 
Schort  quliile  befoir  he  maid  to  thame  till   go, 
Within  les  space  sayaud  na  monethis  thre, 
That  tha  wald  send  him  grit  help  and  supple. 

Col.  2.  How    OCCA     SEND    HIS    BrUTHER    FOR   NEW    PoWER 

INTO  SaXONE,  and  of  HIS  AGANE  CUMING 
WITH  THAME,  AND  AS  ANE  MONK  POYSONIT 
AUJIELIUS   BE   TrESSOUN. 

Occa  that  tyme,  quhen  he  knew  that  it  wes  so,  26,005 

Passingius  his  bruther  hes  gart  go 

For  new  supple  out  of  Germania. 

With  new  power  than  fra  Saxonia 

He  come  agane  within  ane  litill  space. 

On  to  his  bruther  in  that  samin  place.  26,010 

In  that  same  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

Be  the  persuasioun  of  this  ilk  Occa, 

Ane  mensworne  monk,  full  of  ingratitude, 

Sayand  he  wes  ane  of  the  Britis  blude, 

Ane  fals  Saxone  and  fenteit  als  we[s]  he,  26,015 

And  rejectit  fra  religiositie, 

On  to  this  king  in  to  Gwyntonia 

He  come  that  tyme,  in  seiknes  quhair  he  la ; 

Sayand  he  wes  ane  potingar  richt  fyne, 

And  had  grit  prattik  of  all  medicyne,  26,020 

Quhilk  tuke  on  hand  that  tyme,  for  litill  thing, 

Of  that  seiknes  that  he  suld  haill  the  kino-. 

The  king  him  self,  rycht  so  did  all  the  laif, 

To  this  fals  monk  richt  grit  credence  tha  gaif; 

Trowand  that  he  sua  sicker  wes  and  suir,  26,025 

Tha  pat  the  king  alhaill  into  his  cuir. 

That  samin  niclit  he  poysonit  him  or  da, 

Syne  thiftuouslie  he  staw  fra  him  awa  ; 

On  to  Occa  33^6  passit  lies  richt  sone, 

And  schew  to  him  all  thing  how  he  had  done.     26,030 


croniclis  of  scotland.  197 

how  occa,  efter  aurelius  was  poysonit  be 
Tressoun,  enterit  in  Britane  with  grit 
Crudelitie  that  all  the  Britis  fled  in 
other  Partis. 

Qulien  Occa  knew  Aurelius  wes  deid, 

But  siiccessour  that  tyme  into  his  steid ; 

Except  Vter  nane  vther  than  had  he, 

Quhilk  viseit  wes  with  grit  infirmitie, 

That  tuichit  him  weill  scharplie  and  rycht  soir,  26,035 

Into  the  Walis  as  I  said  of  befoir. 

And   or  thair  power  suld  reniovit  be, 

Of  Scot  or  Pecht  or  tha  get  moir  supple, 

This  ilk  Occa,   with  mekill  bost  and  schoir, 

Moir  cruellie  nor  euir  he  did  befoir,  26,040 

Richt  grit  distructioun,  and  with  araaritude, 

Ouir  all  Britane  maid  of  the   Britis  blude  ; 

Without  discretioun   other   of  loung  or  aid, 

Tha  bludie  boucheouris  busteous  wes  and  bald. 

The  Britis  all  tha  fled  fra  hand  to  hand,  26,045 

Sum  in  the  Walis,  and  sum  into   Pechtland ; 

All  febill  folk  that  tyme  that  mycht^nocht  fle, 

Without  reutli  tha  maid  thamc  all  to  die. 


How   THE    SCOTTIS    AND   THE   PeCHTIS    CUM  AND    TO 

Aurelius,   heirand    of    his    Deith,  passit 
Hame  agane. 

That  samin  tyme,  into  ane  ordour  gude,  Lib.9  f.uo 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  ane  rich[t]  greit  multitude,      26,050        C°'-  ^• 
Quhilk  cumand  war  to  this  Aurelius 
In  his  supple,  my  author  sais  thus. 
Syne  quhen  tha  hard  Aurelius  wes  deid, 
And  nane  vther  succeidand  in  his  steid 
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To  gyde  the  laif,  bot  fleand  to  and  fra,  26,055 

And  tha  knew  noclit  thair  freind  than  be  thair  fa ; 

And  for  that  cans  tha  turnit  all  agane, 

In  gude  ordour  syne  joassit  hame  ilk  ane. 

Off  Ambross  ring  into  the  auchtane  teir, 

All  this  hapnit  as  I  half  said  low  heir.  26,060 

The  Britis  all  fra  he  wes  put  in  grave, 

Baith  toung  and  aid,  lordis  and  all  the  lave, 

Onto  the  Walls  passit  in  ane  ling, 

And  crownit  lies  this  Vter  to  be  king. 

Quhen  he  wes  crownit  with  the  haill  consent,      26,065 

With  all  the  lordis  syne  incontinent, 

Proclamit  syne  lies  with  ane  opin  cry, 

That  euirilk  man  richt  sone  and  suddantly 

Suld  reddie  be,  alss  gudlie  as  he  micht, 

Agane   Occa  for  to   defend  thair  richt.  26,C70 

And  so  tha  did,  within  the  tuentie  da 

Semblit  richt  sone,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

With  mony  wiclit  that  waponis  weiU  culd  weild, 

Ane  grit  power  weill  furneist  for  the  feild. 

Vter  him  self  as  knawin  wes  that  tyde,  26,075 

So  seik  he  wes  micht  nother  gang  nor  ryde, 

And  for  that  caus  committit  all  the  cuir 

Of  that  battell,  and  [all]  the  auenture, 

Vnto  ane  man  liecht  Natolay  to  name, 

Of  sempill  blude  without  honour  or  fame.  26,080 

And  for  that  caus,  as  that  my  author  writis, 

Displesit  wes  the  nobillis  of  the  Britis, 

That  sic  ane  man  of  law  birth  and  valour, 

Sould  thame  prevaill  into  so  grit  honour, 

And  with  thair  king  haldin  so  deir  and  leif ;        26,085 

Quhilk  wes  the  caus  efter  of  thair  mischeif 


CKONICLIS   OF   SCOTLAND.  191) 


How  GoTHLOus,  Lord  of  Cornewall,  left  the 
Feild,    for    Invy    he    had    at    Natholoy 

THAIR   CAPTANE. 

Qulieii  the  battell  wes  reddie  for  to  June, 

And  trumpettis  all  blawand  in  sindrie  tune, 

The  lord  of  Cornewall,  callit  Gothlous, 

In  all  his  tyme  ane  freik  wes  richt  famous,  26,090 

With  all  his  folk  he  left  the  feild  that  da, 

And  wald  not  feclit,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

On  him  [he]  had  so  grit  rancour  and  noy, 

For  the  preferring  of  this  Nathaloy, 

Qahilk  wes  unworthie  intill  all  degre,  26,095 

To  Gothlous  ane  fallow  for  to  be. 

The  Britis  all  persaueand  he  wes  gane, 

And  tha  in  feild  wer  left  but  help  allane, 

And  vmbeset  with  Saxonis  on  euerie  syde, 

Tha  tuke  the  flicht  and  wald  no  langer  byde  :     26,ioo 

In  gude  ordour,  at  greit  laser  and  lenth, 

Tha  fled  richt  fast  togidder  till  ane  strenth. 

This  ilk  Occa  quhen  that  he  saw  thame  fle, 

Trestand  that  tyme  it  sould  for  tressone  be, 

Seand  befoir  Gothlous  fled  so  sone,  26,105 

Or  ony  thing  into  the  feild  wes  done ; 

Than  for  ane  trane  trowand  that  it  wes  wrocht. 

And  for  that  cans  farder  he  follouit  nocht,  Col.  2. 

Or  dreid  tha  suld  begyle  him  with  ane  slycht. 

For  that  same  quhy  into  the  feild  all  nycht,         26,iio 

Remanit  still  in  ordour  and  array, 

Quhill  on  the  morne  that  tha  micht  ken  the  day. 

Syne  on  the  morne  quhen  that  the  da  wes  cleir, 

And  he  saw  none  into  his  sicht  appeii', 

He  knew  full  weill  than  that  the  Britis  fled ;       26,ii5 

Fra  that  tyme  furth  the  weill  les  he  thame  dred. 
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How    OCCA,     EFTER    THE     FeILD    WAS     WYN,     SEND 

ANE  Herald  to  Vther,  commandand  all 
HIS  Britis  to  pas  in  the  Walis  at  ane 
Da  vnder  the  Pane  of  Deith,  and  so  he 

DID. 

To  Vter  syne  ane  herald  sone  lie  send, 
Comniand[and]  him  richt  haistelie  to  wend 
With  all  his  Britis  that  tyme  to  the  Walis 
Within  ane  da,  tliairof  gif  that  he  falls,  26,120 

That  ane  ^  wer  fund  thair  other  les  and  nioir, 
Into  the  boimdis  his  fader  had  befoir, 
2oung  or  aid  without  restrictioun, 
Tha  suld  all  de  for  thair  transgressioun. 
Vter  that  tyme  thairof  he  lykit  ill,  27,125 

2it  neuirtheles  he  thocht  he  wald  fulfill 
All  his  desyr,  for  his  plesour  sum  part 
Into  that  tyme,  quhill  he  saw  efterwart 
Of  his  purpois  he  micht  cum  better  speid : 
Into  that  tyme  it  stude  him  in  sic  neid.  26,130 

And  to  the  herald  said  agane  in  feir, 
Thir  samin  word  is  as  I  sail  schaw  2ow  heir. 
Gude  freind,"  he  said,   "  sa  to  my  cousing  deir, 
I  am  content  now  of  his  cuming  heir, 
And  lykis  weill  that  he  half  to  remane,  26,135 

Quhair  plesis  him,  in  hie  land  or  in  plane, 
Boundis  richt  braid  for  him  and  all  his  men. 
Off  that  conditioun  so  that  lie  will  ken, 
That  we  ressaue  him  alway  for  oure  freind, 
At  oure  plesour  in  oure  landis  to  leind  ;  26,140 

And  nocht  be  force,  na  tit  throw  sic  maistrie, 
As  le  this  tyme  of  ws  had  victorie, 
Bot  as  oure  freind  quhome  we  love  with  our 

hart, 
Agane  all  other  for  to  tak  oure  part. 

'  In  IMS.  nane. 
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"  And  we  to  him  sail  obleiss  ws  siclike,  26,145 

"  To  tak  his  part  quhill  we  ma  stand  and  stryke  ; 

"  Foure  wyiss  lordis  to  cheis  on  euerie  syid, 

"  And  obleis  ws  at  thair  decreit  to  byde, 

"  Quhat  euir  it  be,  without  ony  repreif." 

With  this  ansuer  the  herald  tuke  his  leif,  26,150 

And  to  Ocea  he  schew  baith  les  and  moir, 

The  wordis  all  that  I  schew  ^ow  befoir. 


How  THAT  VtER  and  OcCA  MET  AT  ANE  TllYST, 
AND  BE  THE  AdUISS  OF  LORDIS  ON  ILK 
SyDE  DIUYDIT  BrITANE  BETUIX  YtHER  AND 
OcCA   THAT  TyME. 

Off  this  respons  Oeca  wes  weill  content :  Lib.9,f.i29b. 

A\^itliout  delay  richt  sone  incontinent 

Tha  set  ane  da  quhair  sic  thing  suld  be  done,      26,155 

Into  ane  place  quhair  that  tha  met  rycht  sone. 

Foure  lordis  syne  cliesit  on  euerie  syde. 

That  wysast  wes  for  to  convoy  and  gyde 

The  haill  mater,  and  tak  on  thame  the  cuir. 

Syne  four  for  four  togidder  than  tha  fuir,  26,160 

And  sone  all  aucht,  with  rype  knawlege  and  cleir, 

Accordit  lies  as  I  sail  schaw  low  heir. 

The  eistmest  part  of  Britane  to  the  se, 

On  to  the  middis  with  toun  and  touris  hie, 

Saxonis  sal  haue  thairin  for  to  remane,  26,165 

Without  reclame  [of]  ony  Brit  agane. 

Britis  the  laif  of  all  Britane  to  bruke 

In  peice  and  rest ;  syne  sueir  on  bell  and  bulk. 

That  euerie  on  to  vther  sould  be  trew 

In  tyme  to  cum  for  aid  feid  or  for  new.  26,170 

Quhen  this  wes  done  as  le  half  hard  me  sa, 

Ilk  man  tuke  leif  and  passit  hame  his  wa. 
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How  Vtek,  King  of  Britis,  haldand  his  tuLE 

IN  LUNDOUN,  TUKE  FHA  GOTHLOUS,  LORD  OF 
CORNEWALL,  HIS  WyFFE,  AND  GAT  ON  HIR 
IN   AdULTRIE   ARTHURE   THAT   WES   KiNG. 

Lang  efter  that  tlia  leiiit  in  peice  and  rest. 

Sick  yclilnes  [as]  that  ma  nocht  weill  lest, 

Bot  insolence  and  vther  vices  mo  ;  26,175 

The  Britis  all  wer  in  that  time  rycht  so. 

Efter  lang  peice  to  grit  riches  tha  grew, 

Syne  efter  wart  to  vices  all  tha  drew, 

Lyke  brutell  beistis  thair  appetit  fulfill ; 

Oftymis  welth  garris  wisdome  to  go  will.  26,i80 

This  ilk  Vter,  syne  efter  mony  leir 

How  hapnit  him,  tak  tent  and  le  sail  heii\ 

At  Lundoun  toun  in  the  natiuitie 

Of  Christ  Jesu,  with  grit  solempnitie, 

In  mid  winter  quhen  that  the  wedder  is  cuill,      26,185 

This  ilk  Vter  that  tyme  he  held  his  ^uiU, 

With  mony  lord  and  mony  ladie  bricht. 

That  curtas  war,  and  mony  nobil]  knycht. 

Amang  the  laif,  my  author  sais  tljus, 

Tliair  wes  that  tyme  the  nobill  Gothleus,  26,i90 

Of  Cornewall  lord,  befoir  as  I  ^ow  tald, 

In  all  his  tyme  that  wes  ane  berne  full  bald. 

With  him  that  tyme  thair  wes  liis  lady  cleir. 

In  all  Britane  of  plesance  had  no  peir  ; 

Of  quhome  Vter  sic  plesance  tuke  that  tyme,        26,195 

That  he  for  lufe  wes  lampit  in  the  lyme. 

And  LuiflSs  dart  thirlit  his  hart  so  soir, 

Into  that  tyme  he  suffer  micht  no  moir. 

How  Vter  send  to  Gothlous  Wyffe. 

*ro  hir  he  send  ane  seruand  of  his  awiii, 

Bicht  quyetlie  ane  tryst  for  to  haif  drawin,  26,200 
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At  his  plesour  qiiliair  he  and  scho  suld  meit  ; 

Tlie  fyre  of  lufe  him  handlit  with  sic  heit, 

He  tuke  no  rest  quhill  that  sic  thing  wer  done.  ^°^-  ^• 

Thairof  hir  lord  than  warnit  wes  rycht  sone  ; 

Syne  quietlie,  as  my  author  did  sa,  26,205 

That  samin  nycht  he  staw  witli  hir  awa. 

Quhen  Vter  knew  that  scho  wes  passit  so, 

Foroutin  schame  richt  haistelie  but  ho, 

On  fit  and  horss  lie  folio  wit  efter  rycht  fast, 

Quhill  lie  ouirtuke  that  ladie  at  the  last.  26,210 

Hir  lord  that  tyme  his  lyfe  so  soir  he  dred, 

Onto  ane  castell  of  his  awin  he  fled 

To  saue  him  self,  he  wes  into  sic  dout. 

Vter  ane  seig  gart  la  the  hous  about ; 

Syne  at  the  seig  quhair  that  he  la  sa  lang,  26,215 

And  wan  the  hous,  thocht  it  wes  neuir  so  Strang, 

It  biggit  wes  so  stark  of  lyme  and  stone. 

Out  of  the  hous  quhen  Gotlilous  wes  tone, 

With  king  Vter  accusit  wes  full  soir, 

Quhairfoir  he  fled  out  of  the  feild  befoir  26,220 

Fra  Natholoy  befoir  richt  mony  teir, 

Bot  schort  quhile  syne  as  I  liaif  said  tow  heir. 

And  for  that  cans  with  grit  crudelitie. 

And  his  awin  wyfte,  this  Vter  gart  him  de. 
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That  samin  tyme  he  tuke  his  wyfe  him  fro,  26,225 

He  gat  with  hir,  my  author  sais  so, 

Ane  sone  wes  callit  Arthour  to  his  name  ; 

In  all  Britane  wes  none  of  grittar  fame. 

Thocht  he  wes  gottin  in  adulterie, 

^it  efterwai-t  he  wan  grit  victorie,  26,230 

As  I  sail  schaw  within  ane  litill  space, 

Sone  efterwart  quhen  I  half  tyme  and  place. 
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And  of  his  getting  vther  sum  men  sais, 

Be  raeane  of  Merling  in  tha  samin  dais  ; 

The  quhilk  Vter  transformit  merveliis  26,235 

Into  the  figour  of  this  Gothlons, 

Syne  in  his  liknes  with  his  wyfe  he  La. 

Gif  this  be  suith  I  can  nocht  to  tow  sa. 

Becaus  sic  thing  is  nocht  kyndlie  to  be, 

Thairfoir  my  self  svill  hald  it  for  ane  lie.  26,210 

This  ilk  Arthure,  fra  tyme  he  grew  to  eild, 

In  all  Britane  wes  nocht  ane  farar  cheild, 

And  all  prattik  he  preissit  ay  to  prewe  ; 

In  him  Vther  had  so  gude  beleif, 

That  he  sould  be  baith  worthie,  wyss  and  26,245 

wycht  ; 
And  so  he  wes  quha  reidis  of  him  richt. 
Gif  it  be  suith  heir  as  my  author  sais, 
No  lauchfull  sone  Vter  liad  in  his  dais  ; 
That  wes  the  caus,  alss  far  as  I  haif  feill, 
This  ioung  Arthour  he  louit  than  so  weill.  26,250 

For  love  of  him  richt  far  he  brak  the  law. 
As  I  sail  tell,  and  tak  tent  to  my  saw. 


How  Vter,    for    inordinat    Affectioun    that 

HE    HAD    TO     THIS     ArTHURE,    GART     ALL    THE 

LoRDis   OF  Britane    sueir  in   plane   Par- 
liament,   THAT    KFTER    him    THA    SOULD    MAK 

this  Arthour  tiiair  King. 

LiK9,f.i30.    Vpoun  ane  tyme,  the  lordis  him  beforne 

In  parliament  he  gart  thame  all  be  sworne, 

Efter  his  tyme  tha  suld  mak  Arthure  king,  26,255 

And  no  vther  in  Britane  for  to  ring. 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  hecht  Loth,  into  tha  dais, 

Had  to  his  wyfFe,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

Vteris  sister,  baith  plesand  and  fair, 

Quhilk  wes  to  him  narrest  and  lauchfull  air  ;        26,260 
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And  of  Vter  he  wes  riclit  euill  content, 

And  sindiie  syis  his  seruandis  to  him  sent, 

Beseikand  him  with  plesand  wordis  fair, 

That  he  wald  noclit  defraud  the  rychtuous  air, 

Cristane  his  wyfe,  that  wes  ane  ladie  brycht,        26,265 

Wittand  so  weill  that  scho  had  all  the  richt. 

For  no  requeist  that  he  culd  send  him  till, 

This  ilk  Vter  wald  nocht  brek  of  his  will 

Nocht  worth  ane  hair,  bot  at  his  purpois  baid, 

And  wald  nocht  heir  requeistis  that  war  maid.     26,270 

The  king  of  Pechtis  that  tyme  quhen  he  knew. 

That  justlie  than  he  micht  nocht  weill  persew, 

Als  lang  as  Vter  levand  war  on  Ij^fe, 

No  kynd  of  richt  pertenand  to  his  wyffe. 

All  Vteris  tyme  this  ilk  schir  Loth  thairfoir,         26,275 

He  held  him  cloiss  and  spak  thairof  no  moir. 

How    THE    BrITIS    grew    TO   YUOLATRIE    BE    Cmi- 
PANY   OF   THE   S  AXON  IS. 

The  Britis  all,  quha  had  greit  cumpany 

With  the  Saxonis,  grew  to  ydolatrie ; 

Efter  thair  law  levand  the  faith  of  Christ, 

And  left  thair  barnis  alway  vnbaj)tist,  26,280 

And  leuit  all  tyme  at  thair  faith  and  lair. 

Sic  wes  the  vse  of  Britane  ouir  all  quhair, 

In  greit  errour  richt  lang  and  niony  teir. 

Of  toung  and  aid  that  odious  wes  till  heir. 

For  clerk  or  preist,  or  lit  religious  man,  26,285 

Na  for  na  bischop  that  wes  in  Britane, 

So  wnfaithfuU  that  tyme  wes  all  tha  folk, 

Thair  greit  errour  culd  nocht  gar  thame  revoik. 

Ane  halie  bischop,  callit  Germanus, 

And  his  collige,  to  name  hecht  Sevarus,  26,290 

Into  Britane  Vter  ogane  he[s]  brocht, 

Quhilk  for  na  travell  that  tyme  tyrit  nocht. 
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Preichand  ouir  all  in  previe  and  in  plane, 

Reformand  mony  to  the  faith  agane  ; 

Quhilk  clengit  thanie  richt  clene  of  all  thair  2G,295 

cryme, 
And  mony  miracle  kytli  into  the  tyme ; 
Quhilk  brocht  the  Britis  all,  baith  les  and  moir, 
To  the  same  faith  that  tha  war  at  befoir. 


How    Perdix    and    Kynricus    come    to    Occa 
WITH  GREiT  Power. 

In  this  same  tyme  now  that  le  heir  me  sa, 
Tua  grit  nobillis  out  of  Germania,  2G,300 

Perdix  the  one,  and  Kynricus  hecht  the  vther, 
I  can  noclit  tell  gif  that  he  wes  his  bruther, 
Bot  Weill  I  wait,  with  mony  nobill  man 
To  this  Occa  tha  come  into  Britane. 
Of  thair  cuming  this  Occa  wes  full  fane ;  26,305 

In  sindrie  landis  quhair  tha  sould  remane 
Maid  ilk  ane  lord  of  his  awin  gratitude. 
Col.  2.      Becaus  to  him  tha  war  so  neir  of  blude. 
Vter  thairof  he  wes  nothing  content : 
Ane  herald  syne  to  him  incontinent  2G,310 

He  send,  and  schew  how  he  had  gottin  wit 
So  wranguslie  that  he  brak  his  promit. 
Gif  mister  be,  he  askit  him  to  preve, 
For  to  ressaue  sic  strangearis  but  his  leve  ; 
That  wes  agane  the  oblissing  he  maid,  20,315 

Quhilk  seillit  wes  with  baith  thair  seiUis  braid. 
And  he  did  so,  he  said  it  wald  distroy 
Peax  and  concord,  and  gender  sturt  and  noy  ; 
Within  schort  quhile  it  sould  occasioun  be 
That  naine  micht  leif  into  ti'anquillitie.  26,320 
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How  OccA  MAID  Ansueu  TO  Vteris  Herald. 

Qiilien  this  wes  said,  as  I  liaif  said  low  heir, 

Befoir  Occa  ilk  word  by  word  perqueir, 

He  wes  displesit  richt  far  at  that  thing. 

And  said,  "  Gude  freind,  say  now  wnto  thi  king, 

"  That  he  is  far  this  tyme  into  the  wrang;  2G,325 

"  That  sail  he  wit  I  trow,  and  I  leif  lang. 

"  Agane  the  richt  so  far  I  heir  him  rave, 

"  That  blaimes  me  becauss  I  did  ressaue 

"  My  tender  freindis  in  my  awin  land ; 

"  As  I  of  him  sic  dreid  and  aw  suld  stand,  2G,330 

"  That  I  durst  nocht,  but  his  plesour  and  will, 

"  Ressaue  na  freind  cumis  on  caice  me  till ; 

"  As  he  war  king  and  governit  ouir  all, 

"  And  [I]  to  him  war  sympill  bund  and  thrall. 

"  And  mair  attouir,  se  thow  sa  to  thi  king,  26,33o 

"  I  faillit  neuir  to  him  into  nathing  ; 

"  Na  in  my  tyme  thocht  I  neuir  till  do, 

"  Quhill  he  on  force  compellis  me  thairto. 

"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  and  I  leif  half  a  teir, 

"  He  sail  forthink  that  euir  he  send  the  heir,        2G,340 

"  Or  causit  the  sic  langage  for  to  sa  ; 

"  No  moir  as  now,  thairfoir  pas  hame  thi  wa." 

How  Vter  was  abasit  for  Fetr  of  Occa. 

Befoir  Vter  quhen  this  epistill  wes  red, 

Of  this  ansuer  he  wes  richt  soir  adred 

For  aventure  that  efter  micht  befall,  26,345 

Into  that  tyme,  so  wes  his  lordis  all. 

Ane  vther  herald  sone  send  Occa  till. 

With  grit  reward  to  satisfie  his  will; 

At  his  plesour  gif  tha  mycht  purches  '  peice, 

In  tyme  to  cum  to  gar  all  weiris  ceiss.  26,350 

^  In  MS.  pure/test. 
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All  the  reward  into  grit  thank  tha  tuke, 
Bot  his  desire  richt  schortlie  tha  forsuik. 
Without  ansuer  the  raessino-er  vves  fane, 
Saiff  of  his  lyif,  for  to  pas  hame   agane. 

How  THE  Britis,  seand  the   Falsheid  of  Sax- 

ONIS,    MAID   THAME   ALL    FOR   BaTTELL. 

The  Britis  all,  fra  tyme  tha  hard  and  knew  26;3o5 

That  be  no  way  the  Saxonis  culd  be  trew, 
For  no  conditioun,  oblissing  or  band, 
No  tit  for  otht  or  balding  vp  of  hand, 
Lib.9,  f.isob.  Wald  sicker  be,  for  signet  or  lit  for  seill, 

For-quhy  thair  kynd  wes  nenir  ^it  to  be  leill ;     26.360 

Thairfoir  that  tyme  this  Vter  gart  proclame 

Ouir  all  Britane,  that  nane  sonld  byd  at  hame, 

Bot  to  convene  within  ane  lytill  space. 

Of  thair  best  wayis  at  set  da  and  at  place, 

To  pas  with  him  quhat  way  that  he  wald  wend,   26,365 

Off  all  thir  weiris  onis  to  mak  ane  end. 

Siclike  the  Saxonis,  on  the  vther  syde, 

Buskit  for  battell  wald  na  langar  byde. 

Tha  king  of  Pechtis  that  thair  diuisioun  knew, 

Becaus  the  Britis  to  him  wes  so  wntrew,  26,370 

As  to  defraude  him  of  his  heretage, 

Modred  his  sone,  the  quhilk  wes  within  age, 

And  for  that  causs  the  Britis  him  forsuik. 

With  this  Occa  richt  plane  part  than  he  tuke  ; 

Of  quhorae  Occa  wes  richt  hartlie  content,  26,375 

Qulien  that  he  knew  how  this  king  Lothus  ment. 

How  King  Loth  send  to  Conranus  for  Help 
agane  Vter 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  that  callit  wes  Lothus, 
Ane  herald  send  onto  this  Conranus, 
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The  king  of  Scottis,  for  his  help  and  supple  ; 

Sayand,  tliat  tyme  so  grit  mister  had  he  2G,380 

Agane  the  Britis  sic  Avrang  that  had  him  wrocht, 

Contempuand  liim  and  his  power  to  nocht, 

His  barnis  als,  the  qtihilk  wes  lauclifull  air 

To  this  Vter  tlie  quhilk  his  sister  bair, 

King  Lothus  wyffe,  Cristina  hecht  hir  name,         2G,385 

Quene  of  the  Pechtis  of  greit  lionour  and  fame. 

This  king  Vter  no  lauchfull  sone  had  he; 

Arthure  his  sone,  into  adultrie 

Gothleus  \v3''ffe  to  liim  befoir  scho  bair. 

Off  all  the  Britis  lie  wes  maid  prince  aad  air,      26,390 

To  brnik  the  croun  efter  king  Vteris  deid  ; 

That  wes  the  cans  this  Loth  held  him  at  feid. 

Of  him  that  tyme  for  to  revengit  be, 

Desyrit  lies  at  Conranns  supple. 


How    CONIUNUS    DENYIT    TO    TTELP    LOTH. 

To  this  desyre  Conranus  into  plane,  26,395 

And  his  lordis  sic  ansuer  maid  agane. 
Sayand,  tha  culd  be  no  titill  of  richt 
Agane  the  Britis  to  move  battell  or  mycht, 
Without  tha  wald  be  fols  bayth  and  mensworne, 
Brekand  the  aith  that  tha  had  maid  beforne         26,400 
Onto  the  Britis,  quhilk  for  no  stres  or  neid 
Faillit  to  thame  vther  in  word  or  deid. 
Ane  vther  thing  tha  said  tha  dred  far  moir, 
Quhilk  in  thair  mynd  than  movit  thame  ryclit 

soir, 
And  in  thair  conscience  wes  ane  stang  and  26,405 

brode, 
For  to  tak  pairt  with  ennimeis  of  God 
And  halie  kirk,  in  contemptione  of  Christ, 
With  tha  barbouris  the  quhilk  war  \nibaptist, 

VOL.  IT.  O 
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Agane  the  Britis,  memberis  of  halie  kirk ; 

Greit  wi'ang  it  wer  with  thame  sic  thing  to         26,4io 

"wirk, 
And  tha  did  so,  tha  said,  it  seruit  blame. 
With  that  respons  the  herald  passit  hame 
On  to  king  Loth,  and  tald  him  all  perqueir, 
Ilk  word  by  word  as  I  haif  said  now  heir. 
Col.  2.      ^it  neuirtheles  thocht  he  sic  ansuer  gat,  26,415 

With  this  Occa,  foroutin  ony  lat, 
With  mony  fi-eik  that  tyme  he  fuii*  on  toun, 
Agane  Vter  to  battell  maid  him  boim. 
Thairof  Vter  he  dred  this  tyme  fidl  soir, 
And  lordis  all  of  Britane  les  and  moir,  26,420 

For  be  no  way  of  no  wisdom  e  tha  wist 
Thair  grit  power  how  that  tha  suld  resist. 
Makand  thair  mone  vnto  this  Germanus 
The  halie  bischop,  and  to  Sauerus, 
Quhome  of  to  tow  I  schew  schort  quhile  befoir,  26,425 
The  help  of  God  that  tyme  for  to  imploir. 


How  King  Yter  and  his  Lordis,  throw  the 
counsall  of  ane  halie  bischop  callit 
Germanus,     passit     to     the    Feild     and 

VINCUST    the    SAXONIS. 

This  Germanus  bad  thame  tha  sould  nocht  be  rod, 

Bot  haif  gude  hoip  and  put  thair  help  in  God 

In  thair  defens,  and  of  his  foith  also, 

And  follow  him  and  he  suld  formest  go  26,430 

Into  the  feild,  and  he  sould  wndertak 

That  tha  sould  nother  suffer  skaith  no  lak ; 

Traistand  in  God,  and  fecht  in  his  defens, 

Tha  suld  prevaill  but  ony  violence. 

In  that  beleif  king  Vter  gart  ])roclame  29,435 

Onir  all  Biitnno,  wnder  iho  paico  of  blame, 
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That  euirilk  fi'eik  war  liabill  for  the  feild. 

And  all  vther  that  waponis  doucht  to  weild, 

Oil  thair  best  wayis  within  ane  litill  space, 

Siild  reddie  be  to  melt  at  da  and  place.  26,440 

On  the  same  da  quhen  that  the  tryst  wes  set, 

Tlie  Britis  all  tOQ-idder  thair  tha  met 

Vter  thair  king  vpoune  ane  plesand  plane. 

The  halie  bischop,  callit  wes  Germane, 

And  his  coUige  Sauerus  that  same  da,  26,445 

With  aU  the  kirkmen  in  Britania, 

Convenit  wes  into  tliat  samin  place, 

Within  the  grit  solempnitie  of  Pace. 

Wes  baptist  thair  that  same  da  of  the  Britis 

Richt  mony  thousand,  as  my  author  writis,  26,450 

Levand  the  law  of  superstitioun, 

Quhilk  war  befoir  of  all  conditioun, 

Vsand  the  law  of  fals  ydolatrie, 

Dalie  with  Saxonis  had  sic  companie. 

How    THAI    SCHEW    TO    VtER    THAT     THE    SaxONIS 

wes  so  neir,   and    of    the    counsall    of 
Gersianus. 

To  thame  that  tyme  thair  come  ane  spy  and        26,455 

tald, 
How  that  Occa  with  mony  berne  full  bald, 
And  king  of  Pechtis  in  his  cumpanie, 
With  gi-eit  power  wer  cumand  neirhand  by. 
Than  king  Vter,  suppois  that  he  wes  rod, 
^it  neuirtheles  he  had  sic  traist  in  God  25,460 

He  put  his  men  in  till  ordour  gude  ; 
All  in  array  syne  in  the  feild  tha  stude. 
This  Germanus  the  vangard  tuke  to  leid, 
Witli  stalf  in  hand,  and  myter  on  his  lieid  ; 
Weill  cled  he  wes  in  his  pontificall  26,465 

Into  that  tyme,  so  wes  the  kirkmen  all.  Lib.9,f.i3i. 

0  2  Col.'  1. 
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Euirilk  man  according  to  his  stait, 

In  kirk  habit  withoutin  maill  or  plait, 

Ane  crucifix  of  birneist  gold  so  bricht, 

Befoir  thair  face  he  gart  bair  he  on    hicht.  26,470 

Syne  gaif  command  to  all  man  les  and  mair, 

Ouir  all  the  oist  that  tyme  wes  present  thair, 

Tha  siild  tak  tent  quhen  that  tha  hard  him  cr}' ; 

Syne  euerie  man  for  to  reherss  in  hy 

The  samin  word,  and  in  the  samin  tone,  26,475 

With  loud  voce  se  that  it  sould  be  done. 

How  Vter  and  Occa  jiet  in  plane  Battell, 
AND  Vter  wan  the  Feild  without  ony 
Straik  be  ane  Miracle  of  ane  iialie 
BiscHOP  Germanus. 

Be  this  wes  said  the  Pechtis  war  in  sycht. 

And  Saxonis  all  with  mony  baner  bricht. 

In  gude  array  evin  reddie  for  to  jime ; 

The  trumpetis  blew  in  mony  sindrie  tune.  26,480 

This  halie  bischop  Germane  gaif  ane  schout, 

And  all  the  kirkmen  standand  him  about, 

Alluleya !  with  ane  schout  tha  sang ; 

And  sic  ane  sond  with  all  the  rochis  rang. 

Syne  all  the  laif  of  Britis  that  war  by,  26,485 

Siclike  tha  sang,  all  with  ane  schout  and  cr}'', 

That  throw  the  sound,  the  rumord  and  the  reird. 

The  schawls  schuik  and  trimlit  all  the  erd, 

With  sic  rebous  reboundand  fra  the  bruke, 

The  Saxonis  all  thairof  greit  terror  tuke  ;  26,490 

And  Pechtis  als  siclike  amang  the  laif, 

Semand  to  thame  the  erd  opnit  and  claif, 

And  all  the  cragis  that  wer  standand  by 

Suld  fall  on  thame,  thairfoir  i-icht  suddantlye 

In  that  effray  thair  armour  kest  thame  fra,  26,496 

And  fled  richt  fast  ouir  mony  bank  and  bra, 
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Onto  ane  Hiide  quhair  tha  tbocht  ouir  to  Ibiind, 
Quhair  niony  tlioiisand  of  thame  thair  wes  dioiind. 
In  sic  affray  thai  war  than  of  thair  lyfe, 
Tba  tyut  the  feild  but  straik  of  sword  or  knyfe.  26,500 


How  THE  Saxonis  tynt  the  Feild  and   fled 
WITHOUT  Straik,  and  how  the  Britis  fol- 

LOWIT      AND      MAID     GREIT      SLAUGHTER,     AND 
SYNE  TUKE   ALL   THE   SpUL^E. 

With  greit  blythnes  the  Britis  than  beheld, 

And  tuke  with  thame  the  spidie  of  the  feild. 

Syne  efter  that,  vpoune  the  seeund  da, 

Ilk  man  tuke  leif  and  passit  lianie  his  wa  : 

Seand  the  Saxonis  cum  so  lidder  speid,  20,505 

Fra  that  da  furth  tha  had  of  thame  no  dreid. 

The  Saxonis  als,  thocht  the  Britis  wer  few, 

Fra  that  da  furtli  tha  durst  thame  nocht  perse w 

Efter  all  that  richt  lang  and  mony  leir, 

Quhill  at  the  last  hapnit  as  le  sail  heir.  26,510 

Thir  tua  bischopis,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 

Sone  efter  that  thair  levis  bayth  did  tak, 

And  sailUt  furth  ouir  salt  se  and  ouir  sand,  Col.  2. 

With  greit  l)lythnes  hame  in  thair  awin  land, 

In  Gallia,  witli  greit  honour  and  gloir,  26,515 

To  thair  citeis  quhair  that  tha  war  befoir. 

Syne  efter  that  Vter  the  king  of  Britis, 

And  all  his  lordis,  as  that  my  author  writis, 

Fra  tyme  tha  war  diswsit  fra  the  weir, 

Sic  viuarie  and  euil  laittis  did  leir  26,520 

Of  drinking,  dansing,  hurdome  and  harlatrie, 

Quliat  wes  the  cans  I  can  nocht  tell  low  quhy 

Into  the  tyme  that  sic  tiling  suld  be  done, 

That  tha  changit  fra  nobill  men  sa  sone 

To  vyle  bodeis  without  ressone  or  skill,  26,525 

Lyke  brutell  beistis  takaud  ay  thair  wilh 
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For  no  precliing  of  prelat,  preist  or  clerk, 
That  tha  culd  schaw,  other  in  word  or  work, 
Tha  wald  nocht  leve  thaii-  wickit  mynd  and  will, 
For  no  exerapill  culd  be  schawin  thame  till,  26,530 

How   OCCA   WAS    SLANE  IN   THE   FeILD  AGANE  THE 

Britis. 

Thair  vicius  lyfe  quhen  Occa  wnderstude, 

He  thocht  the  tyme  wes  ganand  than  and  gude, 

For  to  redeme  the  greit  honour  and  gloir 

He  tynt  throw  thame  into  the  feild  befoir. 

Syne  on  ane  da,  quhair  that  the  feild  wes  set,      25,535 

In  plane  battell  with  baitb  thair  poweris  met, 

With  euerie  wicht  that  micht  ane  wapin  weild, 

Quhair  that  the  Saxonis  richt  sone  wan  the  feild. 

Fyftene  thousand  of  Britis  thair  was  slane, 

The  laif  all  fled  na  langar  wald  remane  ;  26,540 

Into  the  feild  no  langar  than  durst  byde. 

King  Occa  als,  vpoune  the  tother  syde. 

Throw  misgyding  wes  slane  into  the  feild. 

In  his  defens  wes  mony  Saxone  keild, 

And  so  greit  skaith  into  the  feild  tha  gat,  26,545 

Richt  mony  da  ane  lang  quhile  efter  that, 

In  plane  battell  the  Britis  to  persew 

Durst  nocht  agane,  (juhill  that  thair  strenthis  grew. 


Efter  the   Deid  of  Occa,  his  Bruther  Sone 
callit  Occa  was  crown  it. 

Quhen  that  this  king,  as  le  half  hard,  wes  deid, 

His  bruther  sone  tha  crownit  in  his  steid,  26,550 

Quhilk  in  his  tyme  ane  freik  wes  of  grit  fame, 

And  Occa  als  he  callit  wes  to  name. 

The  Saxonis  seand  how  into  that  feild 

Thair  king  that  tyme  and  mony  mo  war  keild, 
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Of  that  luischeif,  ;i.s  my  author  did  wryte,  26,555 

To  king  of  Pechtis  alhaill  tha  gaif  the  wyte, 
Into  that  tyme  alledgand  than  that  he 
In  that  battell  the  Britis  suld  supple, 
Agane  the  aith  he  maid  to  thame  beforne  ; 
Quhairfoir,  tha  said,  he  wes  fals  and  mensworne :  26,560 
And  for  that  cans  this  ilk  Occa  pretendis, 
Gif  that  he  ma,  of  him  to  haif  ane  mendis. 


How   COLGERNUS    COME    FRA   SaXONE   IN   BrITANE  Lib.9,f.l31b. 
TO    OcCA.  ^°^-  ^• 

And  sone  after  ane  chiftane  cheualms, 

The  quhilk  to  name  wes  callit  Colgernus, 

With  greit  power  furtli  of  Saxonia,  26,565 

He  broclit  that  tyme  out  of  Germania. 

Syne  gaif  to  him  than  for  rewaird  and  meid, 

The  landis  lyand  betuix  Tyne  and  Tueid, 

With  all  fredome  of  firth,  forrest  and  fell, 

Baith  Scot  and  Pecht  so  that  he  wald  repell         26,570 

Be  strenth  and  force,  other  of  blude  or  fyre. 

And  he  thairof  for  to  be  lord  and  syir. 

And  so  thai  did  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 

This  Colgernus  and  als  the  king  Occa, 

With  ane  greit  ost,  richt  large  of  lenth  and  26,575 

breid, 
Tha  enterit  syne  betuix  Tyne  and  Tueid  : 
Baith  Scot  and  Pecht  that  tha  fand  in  that  steid, 
Richt  suddantlie  tha  pat  thame  all  to  deid. 
Than  all  the  laif  tha  fled  richt  fast  awa, 
Sum  in  Pechtland  and  sum  in  Gallowa,  26,580 

To  thair  kingis  with  greit  reuth  and  petie, 
Schawand  to  thame  all  thair  calamitie. 
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QUHEN  THIS  COLGERNUS  HAD  FLEMIT  BAITH  ScOT 
AND  PeCHT  out  of  NORTHUMBERLAND,  THAI 
PASSIT  TO  THAIR  KiNGIS  AND  SCIIEW  THE 
GREIT   TrUBILL   THA   WAR   IN. 

Thir  kingis  boitli,  with  all  power  tha  mocht, 

Riclit  suddantlie  towart  the  Saxonis  socht, 

Without  delay  other  nyclit  or  da,  26,585 

Quhill  that  tha  come   quhair  that  the  Saxonis  la. 

Into  that  tyme,  as  that  my  author  writis, 

With  thir  tua  kingis  thair  wes  rycht  mony  Britis, 

Come  thair  that  da  of  thair  auctoritie, 

Agane  thair  fa  thair  freindis  to  supple,  26,590 

Quhilk  in   that   oist  richt  gi'eit  wounderis  that 

schew 
Of  thir  Saxonis,  and  tha  had  all  bene  trew ; 
Sayand  tha  war  of  so  greit  quantitie, 
So  stark  and  wicht,  full  of  crude!  itie, 
And  so  awfull  with  visage  grym  and  wan,  2G,o9o 

Ane  luke  of  thame  wald  flie  ane  vther  man. 
Throw  sic  langage  ouir  all  that  ost  tha  spak. 
Into  the  tyme  so  greit  terrour  tha  tak, 
Ilk  man  that  da  than,  baith  of  Scot  and  Pecht, 
Present  wes  thair  refusit  for  to  fecht.  2G,600 

Syne  at  the  last  throw  curage   of  thair  kingis, 
Quhilk  schew  to  thame   by  mony  sindrie   thingis, 
That  tha  that  tyme  wes  richt  abill  to  speid, 
The   Saxonis  als  wer  no   men  for  to   dreid, 
No  tit  so  bald  for  all  thair  bost  and  schoir,         26,605 
Quhilk  vincust  war  richt  oft  syis  of  befoir, 
Be  ressonis   quhy  tha  schew  thame  in  that  tyde, 
Quhilk  causit  thame  all  baldlie   for  to   byde, 
And  all  thair  dreid  changeit  into  yre, 
Birnand  in  anger  het  as  ony  fyre,  26,6io 

As  wod  lyonis   into  the   tjnne  tha  fuir. 
Thir  kingis  tuo  than  tuke  on  thame  grit  cuir 
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To  put   tliair  men  than   into   oidour  gude, 

In  till  array  syne  neir  the  Saxonis  ^ude, 

All  in  ane  mynd,  ane  will  and  ane  intent.  26,615 

The  Saxonis  baldlie  baid  thame  on  the  bent, 


How    THAI     FAUCHT   QUHILL  THE   NyCHT   TWYNNIT 
THAIklE. 

In    })lane   battell  witli  niony  birny  bricht, 

And  faucht  all   da  (juhill  tuynnit  thame  the  nycht. 

On  euerie  syde  richt  mony  than  war  keild 

Of  nobill  men  la  deid  into  the  feild.  26,620 

Tliir  tua  kingis  that  samin  nycht  lang   or  da, 

Out  of  the  feild  tha  passit  hame  thair  wa, 

With  all  the  laif  richt  haistelie  in  hy. 

The  Saxonis  held  tha  wan  the  victory, 

Vpoun  the  morne  seing  thir  kingis  fled,  26,625 

Out  of  the  feild  sua  suddantlie  thame  sped. 

This  beand  done,  nnc  litill  efter  syne, 

Baitli  Scot  and  Pecht  betuix  Tueid  and  Tyne, 

Out  of  tha  landis  richt  fast  gart  thame  fle, 

Vsand  in  thame  so  grit  crudelitie  26,g30 

In  fyre  and  blude,  with  mony  warkand  woundis, 

Qubill  tha  war   baneist  all  out  of  tha  boundis ; 

And   Saxonis  sons  in  thair  saittis  set  doun, 

Inhabitand  baith  castell,  tour  and  toun. 

Syne  Colgernus,  for  his  reward  and  hyre,  26,635 

Of  tha  landis  tha  maid  him  lord  and   syi-e. 

And  for  to  haif  the  gyding  of  all  thing, 

Ouir   all  the  laif  nixt  hand   Occa   the   king. 

This  ilk  Occa  richt  weill  that  tyme  he  knew 

In  Albione  freindis  he  had  waill  few,  26,640 

In  any  syde,  that  wald  him  ony  gude, 

Thairfoir  lie  knew  quhen  thai  thocht  tyme  to 

dude. 
That  all  the  princes  into  Albione, 
Suld  him  assay  with  thair  power  ilkone. 


Col.  2. 
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And  for  that  causs,   drecland  it  siild  be  trevv,       26,645 
Richt  mony  strentli  lies  biggit  of  the  new  ; 
The   aki  strenthis  distroyit  war  befoir, 
Gart  biff  asraue  at  lasar  les  and  moir. 


How  OccA  GAiF  Vter  Feild  and  wan  the 
Feild,  and  compellit  him  and  all  his 
Britis  to  pas  to  the  Walis,  and  left  all 
THE  Landis  to  Occa  quhilk  Hungest  had 
befoir. 

Syne  turned  hes  his  anger  and  his  yre 
On  to  the  Britis  als  het  as  ony  fyre,  26,650 

Agane  the  aith  that  he  had  maid  beforne, 
Settand  nocht  by  for  to  be  mensworne. 
For  trow  me  weill,  tha  culd  neuir  tit  be  trew, 
Quhen  plesis  thame  thair  partie  to  persew  ; 
Haiffand  na  dreid  other  of  schame  or  lak,  26,655 

Thair  is  no  band  that  mannis  wit  can  mak 
Ma  fessin  thame  in  forme  or  lit  effect, 
Quhen  plesis  thame  tha  find  ane  cans  to  brek. 
And  so  tha  did  that  samin  tyme  to  the  Britis, 
In  tyme  of  trewis,  as  my  author  writis,  26,660 

Sayand  that  tha  with  sa  grit  bost  and  schoir. 
To  Scot  and  Pecht  into  the  feild  befoir, 
Quhair  mony  ane  of  thame  wes  maid  to  de, 
Incontrar  thame  tha  maid  so  grit  supple  ; 
And  for  that  caus  tha  gaif  king  Vter  feild,  26,665 

Quhair  mony  Brit  that  samin  da  war  keild, 
And  all  the  laif  war  skatterit  far  in  tuyn. 
Lib.'j,f.]32.   This  [Occa]  syne  quhen  he  the  feild  did  wyn, 
Vpoun  ane  da  to  Lundoun  maid  him  boun, 
But  ony  seig  ressauit  hes  the  toun.  26,670 

Syne  all  the  Britis  thairin  that  he  fand, 
And  all  other  withoutin  ony  ganestand, 
Into  the  Walis  compellit  for  till  go, 
And  this  Vter  quhilk  wes  thair  king  also* 


Col.  1. 
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The  boundis  all  in  Britane  les  and  moir,  26,675 

The  quhilk  Hungest  inhabit  of  befoir, 

This  ilk  Occa  he  brukit  in  tha  dais 

At  his  plesour,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

Callit  Ingland,   into  gude  peax  and  rest, 

And  biggit  strenthis  quhair  him  lykit  best,  26,680 

How    THAT    ANE    SaXONE    POYSONIT    KiNG    VtER. 

Vter  that  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Into  the  Walls  seik  in  the  febris  la, 

Of  quhome  the  nature,  het  as  ony  fyi-e, 

Is  ay  cald  watter  erast  to  desyi-e. 

Richt  so  did  he,   as  my  author  did  meyne,  26,685 

Ane  fals  Saxone  trowand  ane  Brit  had  bene. 

Out  of  ane  woU  discendand  fra  ane  spring, 

He  send  that  tyme  cald  water  for  to  bring. 

This  fals  Saxone,  that  subtill  wes  and  sle, 

Into  the  water  rank  poysoun  pat  he  ;  26,690 

Of  the  quhilk  Vter  drank  for  to  cuill  his  thrist. 

At  greit  lasar  alss  oft  tyme  as  he  list  ; 

Quliilk  efterwart  swellit  him  fit  and  hand. 

With  so  greit  sturt  micht  nother  ly  nor  stand; 

Fra  syde  to  syde  ay  turnand  to  and  fro,  26,695 

Out  of  this  warld  quhill  he  wes  maid  till  go. 

Than  of  his  ring  into  the  auchtene  teir, 

Thus  endit  he,  as  I  half  said  low  heir, 

The  ^eir  of  God  fywe  hundreth  wes  and  ane, 

And  tuentie  als  into  that  tyme  bigane.  26,7oo 

How  Congallanus  bpak  Prophecie  of  the 
Saxonis,  the  Pechtis  and  the  Britis, 
(quha  was  Abbot  of  Ecolumkill). 

Ane  nobill  man,  hecht  CongaUanus  to  name, 
Ane  faithfull  father  of  honour  and  fame. 
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Quliilk  abbot   vves  than  of  Ecolumkill, 
Quliome  to  sic  grace  God  in  his  tyme  gaif  till, 
Be   inspiratioun  of  the  Halie   Spreit  26,705 

Of  thingis  to  cum  culcl  gif  ane   suith  decreit, 
Evin  als  perfyte  as  it  war  all  gone  by  ; 
Perfite  he  wes  into  sic  prophecye. 
He  tald  richt  lang,  as  that  my  autlior  writis, 
Befoir  the  tyme,  the  distructioun  of  the  Britis;     26,710 
And  of  the  Pechtis  did  siclike  also, 
Als  perfitlie  as  it  had  bene  ago  ; 
And  of  Scotland  how  that  it  sould  succeid 
In  heratage,  as  previt  weill  be  deid, 
Richt  lineallie  chscendit  lies  ay  doun,  26,715 

Sen  first  Fergus  of  Scotland  tuke  the  croun. 
Als  of  the  Saxonis  in  the  tyme  said  he, 
Lang  efterwart  tha  sould  richt  afald  be 
In  the  honour  of  God  and  halie  Kirk, 
Wounderfull  werkis  efterwart  sould  Avirk,  26,720 

Syne  finaUie,  syne  efter  to  conclude. 
Col.  2.       Of  thair  ending  he  spak  bot  litill  gude. 

Richt  mony  thingis  in  his  tyme  he   scliew, 

Quhilk  efterwart  war  all  fund  verra  trew. 

Ane '   halie  virgin  wes  in  that  same  tyde  26,725 

Borne  in  Scotland,  callit  wes  Sanct  Bryde, 

Be  that  sclio  come  to  fourtene  ^eiris  of  age, 

In  Christis  faith  scho  had  so  hie  curage, 

That  for  his  saik  the  warld  scho  forsuik. 

And  in  the  tyme  religious  habit  tuik  ;  26,730 

Ressauit  wes  into  that  samin  quhile, 

Be  ane  bischop  duelt  into  Mona  Yle ; 

Efter  hir  deith  syne  bureit  in  tha  dais. 

In  till  Yiland  of  ane  religious  wais. 

In  Duna  abba,  as  my  author  did  sa,  26,735 

In  the  same  graif  quhair  that  Sanct  Patrik  la. 

'  In  MS.  In. 
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Marling  also  wes  in  tlia  saniin  dais 

Into  Britane,  as  that  my  author  sals, 

Ane  incobus  with  subtill  sorcerie, 

Quliilk  be  illusioun  of  the  ennimie,  2G,740 

Quhen  that  him  list  to  round  into  his  eir, 

C'uld  tell  perfitlie  baith  of  peax  and  v/eir : 

And  sindrie  thingis  be  nature  mycht  be  knawin, 

Of  quhome  the  secreittis  oft  syis  wes  him  schawin, 

Quhilk  tlie  euill  angellis  knawis  by  nature,  20.745 

That  till  all  man  is  hie  and  richt  obscuir. 

In  tliis  mater  no  langar  will  I  dwell, 

Bot  turne  agane  my  sfcorie  for  to  tell. 


How    THE    Britis,    aganis  the  Commoun   Law, 

EFTER     THE      DeID      OF     YtER     CROWNIT     HIS 
SONE      ArtHURE  ;       THE      QUHILK      WES      ANE 

Bastard. 

Efter  the  deith  of  Vtter  king  of  Britis, 

No  lauchfull  sone,  as  that  my  author  writis,  2G,750 

Into  that  tyme  he  had  to  be  his  air, 

Anna  his  sister,  plesand  and  preclair, 

Schir  Lothus  Avyfe  quhilk  to  him  sould  sueceid, 

Gif  all  be  suith  in  storie  as  we  reid. 

To  him  scho  buir  schir  Modred  and  his  brother    2G,7oo 

Gawane  the  gay,  als  gude  as  ony  vther, 

And  Cemeda  hir  one  dochter  also, 

That  mother  wes  to  halie  Sanct  Mungo.' 

The  king  of  Peehtis  schir  Loth  into  tha  dais, 

On  to  the  Britis,  as  my  author  sais,  26,760 

Ane  greit  ambaxat  suddantlie  he  send, 

Beseikand  thame  with  hartlie  recommend, 


'  In  MS.  Nungo. 
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Him  to  ressaue  vnto  thair  prince  and  king, 

Sen  be  his  wyfe  he  had  riclit  to  that  thing, 

Quliill  that  his  barnis  war  of  laiichtfuU  age,  2G,76o 

Quhilk  aucht  the  croim  of  verra  heretage 

Of  commoun  law  and  propper  det,  for-thi 

Be  consuetude  tha  micht  liim  nocht  deny. 


How  THE  Britis  gaiff  Ansuer  to  the  Herald. 

The  Britis  all  thairat  rycht  lichlie  leuch, 
With  greit  heidding  and  scornyng  aLss  aneuchc  ;  26,770 
Sayand,  schir  Loth  nor  nane  of  his  ofspring, 
Quhilk  Pechtis  war,  sould  be  thair  lord  and  king : 
Na  nane  vther,  thairto  tha  war  all  sworne, 
Lib.9,f.i32b.  Without  he  war  ane  verra  Britane  borne. 

Col.  1.       With  this  ansuer,  with  loud  lauchter  and  blame,  26,775 
That  samin  tyme  tha  send  the  herald  liame ; 
Syne  wranguslie,  agane  the  commoun  law, 
With  haill  consent  than  baith  of  ane  and  aw, 
This  loung  Arthure,  borne  in  adulterie, 
Tha  crownit  king  and  put  the  richt  air  bye.         26,780 
That  wes  the  caus,  as  te  ma  wnderstand, 
Quhy  this  schir  Loth  send  in  Northumberland 
To  Colgernus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 
Promitting  him  his  plane  part  for  to  tak 
Agane  the  Britis  in  till  euirilk  thing,  26,785 

And  speciallie  agane  Arthure  thaii-  king, 
Quhilk  wranguslie  vsurpit  had  the  croun, 
In  contrair  him  and  his  successioun. 
All  thir  conditionis  richt  weill  Arthure  knew, 
Be  sindrie  men  thair  secreittis  to  him  schew ;       26  790 
And  Weill  he  wist  his  power  wes  ouir  small, 
In  plane  battell  to  fecht  agane  thame  all. 
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How  Arthure  and  Occa  met  besyde  Lundoun 
IN  Feild,  and  Arthure  wan  the  Feild 
and  chaisstt  occa  and  slew  mony  of  his 
Men, 

Fra  Armorik  richt  mony  nobill  man, 

For  tliat  same  cans  he  broclit  into  Britane. 

Ane  nobill  man  that  callit  wes  Hobell  26,795 

Thair  chiftane  wes,  as  my  author  did  tell. 

Syne  king  Arthure,  as  my  author  writis, 

"With  all  the  power  he  had  of  the  Britis 

And  Armorik,  richt  sone  he  tuke  the  wa, 

For  to  gif  feild  onto  this  king  Occa,  2G,800 

Or  the  Saxonis  betond  the  water  of  Huraber, 

And  Pechtis  als  sould  cum  and  eik  his  number, 

Richt  haistelie,  or  tha  suld  all  convene, 

Causit  Arthure  with  battell  him  prevene. 

Besyde  Lundoun,  quhair  that  the  feild  wes  set     26,805 

Within  ten  myle,  tliir  tua  kingis  thair  met, 

In  plane  battell  standand  sa  lang  at  stryfe, 

Quhill  mony  Saxone  loissit  lies  the  lyffe. 

The  duchteast  that  da  wes  maid  to  de, 

And  all  the  lawe  on  force  than  for  to  fie.  2C,8io 

With  so  greit  grace  this  king  Arthure  began. 

For  the  first  feild  that  euir  he  straik  he  wan 

Greit  victorie,  quha  lykis  for  to  luke. 

The  Britis  all  of  him  sic  curao-e  tuke, 

Within  schort  quhile  traistand  throw  [him]  2G,815 

to  be 
Restorit  all  agane  to  libertie. 
To  Lundoun  toun  syne  on  the  secund  day. 
With  all  power  he  tuke  the  narrest  way  ; 
Befoir  the  ^ettis  thair  he  lichtit  doun, 
With  lytill  travell  syne  he  wan  tlie  toun,  26,820 

And  enterit  in  at  his  plesour  and  will ; 
With  his  loi'dis  thair  lie  remanit  still, 
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At  greit  laser  als  lang  tyme  as  tha  lest, 
Aduisand  thame  qiiliat  thing  to  do  war  best. 


How    OCCA,    EFTER    THE    FeILD    WES'    TYNT,    PASSIT 

TO  Saxon  and  bhocht  with  him  new 
Power,  and,  or  he  come  agane,  Arthure 
vincust  the  Saxonis  be  North  Humber. 

Col.  2.       This  ilk  Occa  out  of  the  feild  that  fled,  26,823 

Of  ^oung  Arthure  he  wes  so  soir  adred, 
Seand  he  had  so  gude  fortoun  and  chance, 
Out  of  Britane  he  passit  into  France. 
Syne  tuke  th.e  se  sone  efter  on  one  da, 
And  passit  lies  on  to  Saxonia,  26,830 

His  power  thair  agane  for  to  renew. 
All  this  counsall  quhen  that  king  Arthure  knew, 
Intill  all  liaist  he  sped  him  with  greit  number, 
On  to  the  Saxonis  duelland  betond  Humber. 
He  thocht  he  wald  with  battell  thame  persew,     26,835 
Or  Occa  come  hame  with  his  power  new. 
The  king  of  Pechtis,  schir  Loth,  or  he  come  thair, 
With  all  his  power  that  tyme  les  and  mair. 
And  Colgernus,  noclit  far  fra  Humber  flude, 
Tha  met  Arthure  with  ane  greit  multitude.  26,840 

This  gude  schir  Loth  the  wangard  led  that  da, 
Aganis  him  men  of  Armorica, 
With  thair  chiftane,  Hoell  that  hecht  to  name, 
Ane  berne  full  Ijald  withoutin  ony  blame. 
With  bernis  bald,  that  waponis  w-eill  culd  26,843 

weild, 
Agane  Colgerne  king  Arthure  tuke  the   feild. 
Quha  had  bene  thair  that  da  for  to  half  sene 
Sa  mony  berne  la  bleidand  on  the  grene, 
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Sa  mony  steid  la  stickit  in  the  feild, 

And  mony  kniclit  full  cald  wnder  his  scheild.        26,850 

Tha  nobill  men  than  of  Armorica, 

Into  that  feild  tha  did  so  weill  that  da, 

That  force  it  wes  the  Pechtis  for  to  flie, 

Of  thame  tha  had  sic  superioritie. 

The  Saxonis  saw  quhen  that  the  Pechtis  fled  ;      26,855 

Into  greit  dout  so  soir  tha  war  adred, 

For  basitnes  tha  durst  no  langar  byde, 

Bot  left  the  feild  and  fled  richt  fast  that  tyde. 

With  all  the  haist  tha  doucht  awa  till  hy 

To  Eborac,  that  tyme  wes  neirhand  by.  26,860 

How    Arthure    seigit    Eborack    and    wan    it 

NOCHT. 

About  the  toun  Arthure  ane  seige  gart  sett ; 

With  diligence  tha  haif  done  all  thair  dett. 

For  thre  moneth  that  seig  lestit  still, 

And  king  Arthure  that  tyme  gat  nocht  his  will, 

Tliat  toun  it  wes  so  stalwart,  stark  and  Strang.    26,865 

Quhen  king  Arthure  had  lyne  thair  so  lang, 

Ane  messinger  sone  come  to  him  than  and  schew 

How  king  Occa  with  greit  power  of  new, 

Fra  Saxone  come  with  schippis  out  of  number. 

And  had  tane  land  into  the  mouth  of  Humljer  ;  26,870 

And  all  the  Saxonis  in  Northumberland, 

He  had  with  hun  togidder  in  ane  band  : 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  schir  Loth,  that  wes  nocht 

lidder, 
With  haill  power  were  cumand  baith  togidder. 
Fra  thir  tydenis  war  to  king  Arthure  tald,  26,875 

Thair  at  the  seige  no  langer  ly  he  wald  ;  * 

Seand  his  power  also  ilk  da  faillis, 
Richt  sone  he  passit  hame  on  to  the  Walis  ; 
And  left  his  men  in  strenthis  thair  to  ly. 
On  to  the  bordour  quhill  winter  war  gone  by.      26,880 
VOL.    IL  p 
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And  syne  him  self  with  honour  and  renoim, 
Lib.9,f.i33.     And  mony  lord,  passit  to  Lundoun  toun  ; 
And  in  the  toun  all  wynter  did  remane, 
At  thair  counsall,  quhill  symmer  come  agane. 
This  king  Arthure,  as  my  author  did  sa,  26,885 

In  Lundoun  toun  that  wynter  quhair  he  la, 
He  vsit  lies  sick  liberalitie, 
Of  gold  and  siluer  in  sic  quantitie, 
That  ilk  man  said  he  rakkit  nocht  of  gold 
No  moir  that  tyme  than  muldis  of  the  mold.        26,89o 


How  Arthuee  wan  the  Feild  twyss  aganis  Occa 

AND  COLGEENUS,  AND  SYNE  WAN  EbORAC 

throw  ane  Trane  of  ane  Brit  within  the 
Toun. 

Syne  into  ver,  quhen  that  the  da  grew  lang, 

This  king  Occa,  witli  all  his  power  strang 

He  brocht  Avith  him  out  of  Saxonia, 

He  tuke  the  feild  syne  after  on  ane  da. 

And  Colgernus,   quhilk  wes  at  his  command,  26,895 

With  all  the  Saxonis  in  Northumberland, 

Amang  the  Britis  raisand  fyre  and  blude, 

Distroyand  all  thame  that  in  that  tyme  ganestude. 

This  toung  Arthure,  that  wes  baith  het  and  hie, 

Of  thame  that  tyme  for  to  revengit  be,  26,900 

Riclit  mony  ane  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 

Fra  Lundoun  toun  he  tuke  with  him  on  feild, 

And  gaifF  thame  battell  tuyss  on  ane  plane. 

In  ilk  battell  wes  mony  Saxone  slane  ; 

And  thocht  king  Arthure  loissit  mony  man,  26,905 

Tha  feildis  baith  with  greit  honour  he  wan. 

To  Eborac  sone  thairefter  maid  him  boun, 

And  set  ane  seig  richt  gone  about  the  toun. 

Within  the  toun  biggit  with  stone  and  lyme, 

Ane  Brit  thair  wes  remanand  in  the  tyme,  26,910 
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And  for  ane  Saxone  lialdin  than  wes  he, 
Amang  thame  quhilk  had  greit  auctoritie. 
Of  euerie  port  he  knew  richt  weill  the  gyn  ; 
Vpoun  the  nicht  he  hite  king  Arthure  in, 
And  tuke  the  citie  sleipand  as  tha  la,  26,915 

Greit  slauchter  maid  syne  lang  or  it  wes  da, 
Baith  toung  and  aid  that  war  of  Saxonis  seid, 
Richt  blyth  tliai  war  quhen   that   tha  saw  thame 

bleid. 
And  had  noclit  bene  Arthure  the  nobill  king- 
Had  in  his  hart  sic  pitie  of  that  thing,  26,920 
That  stanchit  thame  quhen  that  he  hard  thame 

mone, 
Richt  cruellie  tlia  had  bene  slane  ilkone, 
Baith  man  and  wyffe  withoutin  mair  mercie ; 
The  Britis  bald  at  thame  had  sic  invye. 
Syne  in  the  toun  remanit  lies  thair  still,  26,925 

All  symmer  ouir,  at  his  plesour  and  will  ; 
With  mony  carmusche  oft  on  euerie  hand 
Of  the  Saxonis  dwelt  in  Northumberland, 
Quhile  to  persew  and  quhile  to  defend, 
Quhill  all  that  symmer  passit  wes  till  end.  26,930 

How  Arthure  and  all  the  Nobillis  of  Britane 

REMANIT   IN   EbORAC  THE   NIXT  WyNTER. 

In  wynter  syne  this  nobill  king  Arthure, 
Within  that  toun  that  sicker  wes  and  sure, 
And  all  the  nobillis  that  war  in  Britane, 
Remanit  thair  with  mony  vther  man, 
Conducit  war  to  pas  into  his  weir,  26,935 

With  hors  and  harnes,  and  all  vther  geir. 
In  Eborac,  sen  first  on  gi-ound  it  stude.  Col.  2. 

Wes  neuir  sene  so  greit  ane  multitude. 
As  in  that  toun  remanit  euirilk  da, 
With  dansing,  singing,  feisting,  sport  and  pla,      26,940 

p  2 
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Drinking,  clyis,  and  all  sic  wrang  abusioun. 

For  mnltitude  oft  makis  greit  confusioun ; 

Throw  ydilnes,  in  greit  gulositie, 

Tha  faill  riclit  far  without  humanitie, 

Or  tit  ressone  ;   als  liet  as  ony  fyre,  26,945 

Lyke  brutell  beistis  takand  thair  desyre. 

This  same  king  Arthure,  as  my  author  sais, 

In  Eborac  into  tha  samin  dais, 

He  wes  the  first  with  glutony  and  guill 

That  euir  begouth  to  mak  sic  feist  in  Z\\\e  ;         26,950 

In  Eborac,  that  wj'nter  quhair  he  la, 

Continuand  wnto  the  threttene  da. 

Quhilk  wes  the  cans  thairfoir  that  all  the  Britis 

Fell  in  sic  folic,  as  ray  author  writis. 

That  tha  foriet  thair  greit  honour  and  gloir,         26,955 

And  victorie  that  tha  had  win  befoir ; 

Quhilk  maid  thame  all  vnabill  for  the  feild, 

To  walk  and  fast,  and  waponis  for  to  weild. 

All  that  wynter,  (|ulien  tha  vsit  sic  glew. 

This  king  Occa  his  power  did  renew  26,960 

With  nobill  men  out  of  Saxonia^ 

Him  to  supplie  brocht  in  Norththrumbria, 

That  wcrthie  war  thair  waponis  for  to  weild. 

In  symmer  syne,  quhen  Arthure  tuke  the  feild, 

The  Britis  all,  Avar  wont  so  bald  to  be,  26,965 

War  sopit  so  with  sensualitie, 

With  gluttony  and  lichorus  appetyte, 

Quhair  in  that  tyme  tha-  put  thair  haill  delyte, 

Of  weir  that  tyme  tha  had  no  moh-  desyre, 

Nor  for  to  put  thair  feit  into  the  fyre.  26,970 

For  that  same  cans,  as  my  author  judgis  rycht, 

This  king  Arthure  thocht  he  wes  wyss  and  wycht, 

Quhilk  in  his  time  sic  fortoun  had  and  chance, 

Quhairfoir  richt  mony  dois  him  now  aduance, 

Agane  his  fa  richt  semdill  culd  prevaill,  26,975 

And  of  his  purpois  oft  wes  maid  to  faill. 
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How  Arthure   maid  ane  Band  to  Loth,  that 

EFTER  ArTHURIS  TyME  LoTH  AND  HIS  AlRIS 
SULD  SUCCEID  to  THE  KiNRIK  OF  BrITANE 
FOR  AY. 

And  for  that  caus,  qulia  riclit  can  vnderstand, 

With  king  Lothus  king  Arthure  maid  ane  band, 

Agane  Occa  than  for  to  tak  his  part ; 

Syne  all  malice  and  rancour  in  his  hart  26,980 

Glaidlie  forgif,  witliout  ony  invye, 

Stryfe  and  injure  in  tymes  passit  by. 

Of  that  conditioun  I  sail  to  low  schaw, 

Concord  wes  maid  be  cours  of  commoun  law; 

That  is  to  say,  foroutin  ony  stryfe,  26,985 

That  king  Arthure  for  terme  of  all  his  lyfe, 

Evin  as  him  list,  and  at  his  awin  lyking, 

Sould  bruke  the  croun  of  Britane  and  be  king. 

Efter  his  deid  the  croun  suld  than  retour 

To  schir  Modred,  quhilk  wes  of  hie  honour,  26,990 

King  Lothus  sone  and  als  his  lauchtfull  air. 

The  quhilk  his  wyfe  Cristina  to  him  bair. 

That  sister  wes  to  king  Vter  also. 

And  lauchfull  air  withoutin  ony  mo. 

Schir  Gawin  als,  that  wes  ^oung  Modredis  20,995    Lib.9,f.i33b. 

bruther,  Col.  i. 

Bot  he  alone  that  tyme  tha  had  na  vther, 
With  king  Arthure  he  sould  reraane  ay  still. 
And  for  to  haue,  at  his  plesour  and  will, 
Lordschip  and  land  of  Ai-thour  in  his  fie, 
And  in  the  court  richt  greit  auctoritie.  27,000 

Decretit  wes  also  amang  the  lawe, 
That  Modredus  in  mariage  sould  have 
The  fairrest  ladie  tliat  wes  in  Britane, 
That  dochter  wes  tlian  of  ane  nobill  man, 
Quhilk  callit  wes  Gualanus  to  his  name.  27,005 

The  fair  ladie  of  all  bewtie  but  blame, 
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Into  Britane  that  tyme  sclio  buir  the  bell, 

Gif  all  be  trew  that  I  hard  of  hir  tell. 

Hir  father  als,  of  honour  and  renoun, 

Grittest  he   wes  in  Britane  nixt  the  croun.  27,cio 

The  cans  it  wes,  gif  I  richt  wnderstude, 

Modred  suld  wed  into  the  Britis  bliide, 

His  barnis  borne  and  fosterit  be  also, 

Into  Britane  quhill  tha  culd  speik  and  go  ; 

And  all  thair  tyme  sould  haldin  be  for  Britis,      27,015 

And  no  Pechtis,  as  that  my  author  writis ; 

And  first  Brit  langage  for  to  speik  and  vse, 

So  that  the  Britis  culd  nocht  weill  refuse, 

Quhen  that  tyme  come,  Modred  to  be  thair  king, 

And  his  barnis  to  succeid  to  his  ring.  27,020 

Arthuke  promittit  all  the  Landis  be  North 

HUMBER    AGANE    TO    THE   SCOTTIS  AND   PeCH- 
TIS. 

Promittit  wes  siclike  that  tyme  in  plane, 

That  Scot  and  Pecht  sould  haif  alhaill  agane 

The  landis  all  be  north  the  water  of  Humber, 

As  tha  war  wont,  but  ony  clame  or  cummer. 

But  ony  fraude,  as  tha  war  wont  als  frie,  27,025 

Agane  the  Saxonis  for  to  mak  supple. 

And  mekle  mair  wes  done  into  that  tyme, 

No  I  list  heir  to  put  in  verss  or  ryme. 

How  Arthure,  King  of  Britis,  and  ConrAnus, 
King  of  Scottis,  with  the  King  of  Pechtis, 

MET  TOGIDDER. 

This  beand  done,  within  ane  litill  we 

Convenit  hes  thir  nobill  kingis  thre,  27,030 

Arthure  and  Loth  with  mony  vther  mo, 

And  Conranus  the  king  of  Scottis  also, 
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At  Tyne  water  with  mony  wortliie  wicht, 

In  basnet,  brasar,  and  in  birny  bricht ; 

With  helrae  and  habrik,  and  all  vther  geir,  27,085 

On  hors  and  fit  with  mony  bow  and  speir, 

Of  fals  Saxonis  for  to  revengit  be, 

But  faith  or  law  full  of  iniquitie. 

This  king  Occa,  that  knew  richt  weiU  befoir 

All  thair  prouisioun  that  tyme  les  and  moir,         27,o40 

Traistand  richt  weill  he  micht  na  powar  be 

In  plane  battell  agane  tha  kingis  thre, 

For  that  same  caus  out  of  Saxone  he  brocht, 

Witht  greit  power,  in  all  the  haist  he  mocht, 

Ane  nobill  man  of  grit  honour  and  fame,  27,045 

The  quhilk  Cheldrik  wes  callit  to  his  name, 

Off  all  Saxone  of  knichtheid  wes  the  flour,  Col.  2. 

Into  his  tyme  he  wan  so  greit  honour. 

This  kino-  Occa  of  thir  thre  kingis  knew, 

Lang  of  befoir  as  secreit  men  him  schew,  27,050 

Tha  wald  be  thair  with  all  power  tha  mocht ; 

Thairfoir  that  tyme  I  trow  he  tareit  nocht, 

Bot  in  greit  haist,  with  all  power  he  ma, 

Prevenit  thame  at  set  place  and  at  da ; 

Ail-lie  at  morne,  sone  be  the  da  wes  lycht,  27,056 

Ather  of  vther  cuming  av  in  sycht. 

How    THE    GREIT   ARMIE     WAS   DIUYDIT    IN   ThRIE 

Battellis;  the  King  of  Scottis  tuke  the 
Vaxgaird,  the  King  of  Pechtis  the  Reir- 

WARD,   AND   ArTHURE   IN   THE   MiDWARD. 

This  king  Artliure  without  tarie  that  tyde, 

In  thre  battellis  thair  power  did  divyde. 

To  Conranus,  quhilk  lykit  him  to  haue, 

With  mony  Scot  the  vangard  he  him  gave ;  27,060 

To  king  Lothus,  wpoun  the  tother  syde, 

The  secund  wyng  with  Pechtis  gaif  to  gyde. 
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Betuix  thame  tuo  he  rayit  his  awin  feild, 

With  inony  Brit  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild. 

Siclike  king  Occa,  on  the  tother  syde,  27,065 

In  thre  battellis  his  armie  did  diuyde  ; 

To  Cheldrik,  as  flour  of  all  the  laif, 

At  his  gyding  the  vangard  than  he  gaif, 

Him  to  obey  and  be  at  his  bidding, 

In  feild  to  fecht  aganis  the  Scottis  king.  28,070 

To  Colgernus  the  tother  wyng  also, 

Aganis  Loth  in  battell  for  till  go  ; 

With  mony  Saxone  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 

Agane  Arthure  him  self  syne  tuke  the  feild. 

How  Colgernus  come  furth  era  the  laif  and 
REPREuiT  Loth,  and  passit  agane  but  An- 

SUER. 

This  Colgernus  vpone  ane  cursour  wycht,  27,075 

With  speir  in  hand  all  cled  in  armor  brycht, 

Befoir  the  lawe  furth  in  the  feild  he  raid, 

Towart  king  [Loth]  wnder  his  baner  braid. 

And  with  ane  voce  richt  loud  on  him  did  cry, 

"  Fy  on  the  king !  fy  on  thy  falsheid,  fy !  27,080 

"  Withoutin  cans  that  brokin  lies  thi  band, 

"  And  oblissing  thow  maid  with  thi  awin  hand, 

"  To  ws  that  faillit  neuir  [^it]  to  the, 

"  In  word  nor  werk  as  weill  ma  previt  he  ; 

*'  And    makand    fi-eindschip    quhair    thow    had      27,085 

greit  feid, 
"  Of  thy  injure  without  ony  remeid, 
"  The  quhilk  to  the  sa  oft  befoir  hes  faillit, 
"  And  of  thair  purpois  also  had  prevalit, 
"  Had  nocht  bene  we,  for  ony  thing  thow  docht : 
"  Now  weill  I  wait  thi  kyndnes  is  for  nocht."     27,090 
And  mekle  inoir  dispitfullie  he  spak  : 
To  him  king  Loth  no  ansuer  than  wald  mak. 
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Schir  Colgeriius  than  prickit  ouir  the  plane, 
Without  ansuer,  on  to  liis  men  agane. 

How  ArTHURE   and  CoNIUNUS  with  LoTHUS  GAIF   Lib.9.  f.l34. 

Feild  to  Occa  and  Colgernus  and  wan 
THE  Feild,  quhair  Occa  fled  and  Col- 
gernus was  slane. 

On  euerie  syde  the  trumpetis  blew  on  hycht.         27,095 

With  baneris  braid  that  brodin  war  full  brycht, 

And  standartis  waifFand  with  the  wynd  full  wyde, 

The  cruell  Scottis  wes  awfiill  till  abyde. 

Of  fedderit  flanis  in  the  feild  that  flew, 

Heidit  with  steill  als  tbik  as  ony  dew,  27,100 

And  ferce  as  fyre  out  of  the  flynt  dois  found, 

Quhair  euir  tha  hit  tha  maid  ane  werkand  wound. 

With  speiris  lang,  and  mony  schynand  scheild, 

The  men  of  armes  enterit  in  the  feild  ; 

So  thrafullie  togidder  that  tha  thrang,  27,105 

Ajid  sic  ane  raiss  that  all  the  rochis  rang, 

Quliair  mony  berne  wes  laid  vpoune  his  bak, 

And  mony  speiris  all  in  spaHs  brak  ; 

With  kene  knokis  ilk  ane  on  vther  quellit, 

Quliill  mony  freik  into  the  feild  wes  fellit.  27,110 

In  the  vangard  quhair  that  the  Scottis  faucht, 

So  raony  rout  amang  the  Saxonis  raucht, 

Schir  Cheldrik,  thocht  he  wes  neuir  so  wycht, 

Wes  slane  that  da ;  the  laif  all  tuke  the  flicht, 

And  left  the  feild  without  ony  remeid,  27,115 

Quhair  mony  Saxone  thair  that  da  la  deid. 

How  Colgernus  straik  Loth  fra  his  Hors, 
AND  HOW  Colgernus  was  slane  with  Tua 
Pechtis. 

Schir  Colgernus  vpoun  ane  cureour  wycht, 
Agane  schir  Loth  he  ran  ane  cours  full  richt. 
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Or  he  wes  of  him  warnit  in  that  tyde, 

He  hit  kiug  Loth  vpoun  the  farrar  syde,  27,120 

And  festnit  hes  his  speir  into  his  scheild, 

Doun  of  his  hors  syne  draif  in[to]  the  feild. 

Tua  pert  Pechtis  on  hors  wer  huvand  by, 

Schir  Colgernus  richt  sone  and  suddantly 

With  thair  speiris  him  stiekit  in  that  steid,  27,125 

Doun  of  his  hors  syne  to  the  ground  fell  deid. 

King  Loth  thair  lord,  withoutin  ony  pane, 

Boith  haill  and  feir  syne  horsit  hes  agane. 

Colgernus  men,  seand  that  he  wes  slane, 

Into  the  feild  no  langar  wald  remane  :  27,130 

Of  his  slauchter  so  greit  disconfort  hed, 

Out  of  the  feild  richt  fast  away  tha  fled. 

The  middill  battell  into  king  Occais  feild, 

Persauit  weill  the  wyngis  baith  wer  keild. 

And  thai  but  help  wer  left  vpone  the  plane,  27,135 

Into  the  feild  no  langar  wald  reman e  : 

For  ocht  Occa  culd  outher  do  or  sa, 

Tha  left  the  feild  and  fled  richt  fast  awa. 

Occa^  him  self  onto  the  se  he  fled. 

Syne  in  ane  schij),  quhilk  reddie  thair  he  had,      27,140 

Richt  quyetlie,  soir  woundit,  on  ane  da 

That  samin  tyme  fled  in  Saxonia. 

How  THE  Saxonis,  efter  tha  had  tynt  the 
Feild,  come  all  to  King  Arthure  beseik- 
AND   HIM  OF   Grace,   and   of  his    Ansuer 

AGANE. 

Col.  2,  Sone  efter  that,  within  ane  lytill  space, 

The  Saxonis  all  convenit  in  ane  place 
To  thair  counsaU  efter  tha  tynt  the  feild.  27,145 

Syne  quhen  tha  knew  thair  captanis  all  wer  keild, 


'  In  I\ii>.  Occo. 


CRONICLIS   OF  SCOTLAND.  235 

And  in  the  feild  sa  mony  als  war  slane, 

Without  beleif  to  gif  battell  agane ; 

For-quhy  thair  power  sempill  wes  and  small, 

And  thai  that  tyme  but  chiftane  war  withall,       27,150 

For  that  same  caus,  or  than  my  author  leis, 

Befoir  king  Arthure  all  vpoun  thair  kneis 

Richt  piteouslie  his  grace  tha  did  imploir, 

For  to  remit  all  faltis  of  befoir. 

Beseikand  him  of  his  hienes  and  grace,  27,155 

That  he  wald  grant  thaine  in  svim  quyet  place 

For  to  remane  withoutin  skaith  or  lak, 

At  his  plesour  gude  seruice  for  to  mak. 

Quhen  king  Arthure  hard  thair  desyi'  and  will, 

Into  that  tyme  sic  ansuer  maid  thaine  till :  27,160 

Gif  that  tha  list  to  tak  the  ftiith  of  Christ 

Withoutin  baid,  and  for  to  be  baptist  ; 

Of  halie  kirk  als  for  to  keip  command, 

Tha  sould  be  fre  to  duell  into  his  land, 

At  thair  plesour  ilk  ane  baith  les  and  moir,  27,165 

With  all  fredome  sic  as  tha  had  befoir, 

In  peax  and  rest  all  tyme  baith  evin  and  morne  ; 

Syne  bodelie  ilkane  for  to  be  sworne, 

Britis  agane  neuir  mair  till  persew 

In  plane  battell,  for  aid  feid  or  for  new.  27,170 

Quha  lykis  nocht  for  to  keip  that  command, 

In  pane  of  deith  he  war  fund  in  that  land  ; 

And  no  les  pane,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Quha  did  remane  attouir  the  fyftene  da. 

How  THE  Saxonis  passit  all  fra  Albione  onto 
Saxone  at  the  Comnlwd  of  Arthure. 

Sone  efter  that  ane  company  full  large  27,175 

Of  Saxon  men,  with  mony  bark  and  bar^-e, 
Tha  tuke  the  se  all  efter  on  ane  da. 
Syne  passit  hame  on  to  Saxonia. 
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The  men  of  gude  that  duelt  about  neirhand, 

Seand  the  Saxonis  cumand  to  the  land,  27,180 

Lyke  to  pereis  baith  of  hungar  and  cald, 

Tha  swoir  and  said  amang  thame  mony  fald, 

Tliat  efterwarfc,  and  tha  thair  tyme  micht  se, 

Of  that  injure  tha  sould  revengit  be. 

Richt  mony  Saxoue,  efter  tha  war  gone,  27,185 

Remanit  still  lang  into  Albione, 

Quhilk  fen^eit  war  takand  the  fayth  of  Christ, 

With  fraudfull  mynd  tha  war  ilkane  baptist, 

With  greit  corruptione  still  into  thair  thocht, 

Into  that  tyme  suppois  tha  said  richt  noeht.  27,190 

How  THE  Saxonis  duelland  in  Vecta  Ile  that 

LEVIT    war     be     ArTHURE     SEND     IN    SAXONE, 
AND     BROCHT    ANE    GREIT    PoWER    OF    MeN   IN 

Britane,  makand  grit  Distructioun. 

This  being  done  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 
Gude  king  Arthure,  richt  lang  and  mony  ieir, 
Greit  diligence  he  hes  done  da  and  nycht, 
The  Christiane  faith  with  all  power  and  mycht, 
And  Christis  kirk,  agane  for  to  restoir  27,195 

To  the  same  forme  that  it  wes  of  befoir. 
Lib.9,f.i44b.      And  hes  gart  big  kirkis  that  war  cassin  doun, 
Col  1.  Prelattis  and  preistis  of  greit  deuotioun, 

Solempnitlie  thairin  to  sing  and  sa  ; 
The  commoun  pepill  on  the  halie  da,  27,200 

Diuyne  seruice  and  word  of  God  to  heir, 
All  cerenioneis  efter  the  law  to  leir. 
Baith  da  and  nycht  ane  lang  tyme  so  he  wrocht, 
Quhill  all  Britane  vnto  the  faith  wes  brocht. 
My  author  sais  in  the  samin  quhile,  27,200 

The  Saxonis  duelland  into  Victa  Yle, 
Fra  Albione  that  lyis  sum  thing  south, 
Evin  richt  foirnent  the  water  of  Tamis  mouth, 
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Out  of  Saxone  ane  greit  power  hes  broclit. 

So  quietlie  ainaiig  tliame  it  wes  wroclit,  27,210 

Or  Arthure  wist,  tha  wrocht  riclit  mekle  noy 

Ouir  all  Keiitscliyre  quliilk  tha  schupe  to  distroy. 

And  quhen  that  caice  to  king  Arthure  wes  kend, 

To  king  of  Scottis  and  Pechtis  sone  hes  send 

For  thair  supple,  siclike  as  of  beforne,  27,215 

Agane  thair  fais  fals  war  and  niensworne, 

Tlie  faithles  dofjoas  g-if  that  he  culd  dant. 

All  his  desyre  tha  tua  kingis  did  grant ; 

Ten  thousand  men  fi-a  euirilk  king  also, 

To  king  Arthure  that  time  wer  maid  till  go.        27,220 

Ane  man  of  gude  callit  Ewgenius, 

The  sone  and  heir  of  nobill  Congallus, 

Quhilk  king  of  Scotland  wes  into  his  dais, 

Conranus  bruther,  as  my  author  sais, 

Vnkill  also  wes  to  this  ilk  Ewgene,  27,225 

Quhilk  captane  wes  to  all  the  Scottis  men. 

Scliir  Modred.  king  Lothis  sone  and  air, 

Prince  of  the  Pechtis,  baith  plesand  and  fair, 

Quhome  to  his  father  gaif  the  oist  to  gyde 

Of  proude  Pechtis  that  war  rycht  full  of  pryde.    27,230 

How  EuGENius,  Prince  of  Scotland,  and 
Modred,  Prince  of  Pechtland,  passit  to 
LuNDOUN  to  Arthure. 

Thir  tua  princes,  withoutin  ony  baid, 

Towart  Lundoun  to  king  Arthure  tha  raid. 

Of  thair  cuming  richt  blytli  and  glaid  wes  he, 

Welcumand  tharae  with  all  humanitie, 

And  thankit  thame  witli  hartlie  mynd  and  will,  27,235 

In  his  supplie  at  sic  neid  come  him  till. 

Towart  Themys  vpoun  ane  plesand  plane, 

Neirby  Lundoun,  he  gart  the  ost  remane, 

Quhair  tha  plantit  all  thair  palteonis  doun  ; 

And  he  him  self  syne  passit  to  the  toun,  27,240 
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And  lordis  all  war  with  him  tliair  ilkone, 

Baith  les  and  moir  to  counsall  syne  ar  gone. 

Efter  counsall,  thre  dais  in  the  toun 

Remanit  still  thair  at  tliair  oratioun  ; 

Syne  finallie,  efter  on  the  fourt  da,  27,245 

Solempnitlie  he  gart  baith  sing  and  sa 

Diuyne  sernice  with  prelat,  preist  and  clerk. 

In  his  baner  syne  all  of  brodin  wark, 

Porterit  perfite  the  Virgin  clene  and  puir, 

Of  hir  bosum  the  quhilk  that  Jesu  buir,  27,250 

Fra  that  tyme  furth,  as  that  my  author  sai>;, 

In  his  baner  he  buir  hir  all  his  dais. 

Syne  furth  of  Lundouu  tuke  the  narrest  wa, 

Onto  the  camp  quhair  his  grit  ost  lay, 

Commendand  him  on  to  the  Virgin  brycht,  27,253 

That  Jesu  buir,  for  to  manteine  thair  rycht. 

How    IT     WES     SCHAWIN    TO    ArTHURE     THAT    THK 

Col.  2.  Saxonis  was  neirhand,  and  how  he  send 

MODRED   AND    HIS    GUDE-FATHER    GUALLANUS 
TO   SPY  THAIROF,  ANX>   OF   THE   FALS   TrESSOUN 

OF    THE   Saxonis    that   Tyme    to    Modred 

AND   GUALLANUS. 

Ane  man  to  Arthure  schew  into  that  quhile, 

The  Saxonis  all  within  les  nor  fyve  myle, 

Evin  at  thair  hand  war  huvand  by  ane  hicht, 

On  fit  and  hors,  all  cled  in  armour  bricht.  27,260 

Schir  Modred,  ane  chiftane  cheualrous, 

And  his  gude-father  nobili  Guallanus, 

Thir  tua  freikis  quhilk  war  of  mekle  force 

Passit  befoir  than  with  fyve  thousand  horss. 

In  curage  cled,  that  burneist  wes  full  bricht.         27,265 

So  as  tha  raid  furth  vpoun  randoun  richt, 

Fra  Saxonis  send  ambassadouris  to  meit 

To  king  Arthure,  quhome  gudlie  tha  haif  greit, 
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Traistand  richt  weill  but  perrell  to  remane 

In  that  same  place  quhill  that  tha  come  agane ;  27,270 

And  for  that  cans  vpoune  tlie  samin  feild, 

Traistand  no  ill,  tha  baid  baith  man  and  cheild. 

Quhen  this  ambaxat  come  king  Arthure  till, 

And  schew  to  him  all  thair  desyi'e  and  will, 

Quhilk  in  the  tyme  tit  thai  obtenit  nocht,  27,275 

Traistand  for  tressoun  that  it  sould  be  wrocht ; 

Richt  ■Weill  he  wist  that  thai  cidd  nocht  be  leill, 

Thairfoir  les  will  he  had  with  thame  to  deill, 

To  thame  no  ansuer  in  the  tyme  he  gawe, 

Quhill  that  he  war  aduysit  with  the  laif.  27,280 

That  samin  tyme  the  fals  Saxonis  wntrew, 

Schu'  Modred,  that  na  disceptioim  knew, 

Or  euer  he  wist  that,  with  ane  cry  and  schout, 

In  rayit  battell  set  him  round  about, 

Quhen  Modred  saw  it  micht  na  better  be,  27,280 

Withoutin  schame  also  he  micht  nocht  fle, 

Suppois  his  power  in  that  tyme  wes  small 

In  feild  to  fecht  agane  tha  Saxonis  all, 

2it  neuirtheles  that  tyme  he  tuke  to  reid 

That  euerie  man  revenge  suld  his  awin  deid  ;       27,290 

Gif  weirdis  wald  of  force  sic  thing  to  be, 

Tlirow  fals  tressone  tha  suld  be  maid  to  de. 


How  Modred  tuke  Feild  aganis  the  Saxonis. 

Syne  in  the  feild  tha  enterit  with  ane  crak, 

Quhair  mony  berne  war  laid  vpone  thair  bak, 

And  mony  ane  war  maid  full  braid  to  bleid,         27,295 

Into  that  stound  la  steickit  wnder  steid. 

Schir  Modred,  his  power  wes  so  puir. 

Into  the  feild  no  langar  micht  induir ; 

Thair  of  his  men  the  tua  part  than  wer  slane, 

The  laif  all  fled  no  langar  mycht  remane.  27,300 
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To  the  grit  oist  riclit  fast  tlia  tuke  the  flycht, 
And  styntit  neuir  quhill  that  tha  come  in  sycht. 
Schir  Modred  wes  brocht  away  of  force, 
And  Guallanus,  but  ony  hurt  on  hors ; 
Haill  and  feir,  suppois  thair  men  wes  slane,  27,305 

To  king  Arthure  thir  tua  come  hame  agane. 
Quhen  this  wes  schawin  to  gude  Arthure  the  king, 
Quhilk  gritlie  wes  aggreuit  at  sic  thing. 
The  Saxone  heraki  thair  remaning  maid, 
Lib.  9,  f.i35.     ^it  wndeliuerit  on  his  ansuer  baid  ;  27,310 

Then  king  Arthm-e  with  his  captanis  ilkone 
That  present  war,  to  counsall  all  ar  gone, 
Efter  decreit  in  presens  of  the  lawe, 
To  that  herald  sic  ansuer  than  he  gawe. 

How  Arthure  gaif  Ansuer  to  the  Herald. 

"  ^our  greit  falsheid  oft  befoir  I  kend,  27,315 

"  That  broucht  tow  ay  wnto  ane  wickit  end, 

"  And  ay  will  do,  I  bid  nocht  for  to  heill, 

"  For  in  my  tyme  I  fand  tow  neuir  leill. 

"  ^e  schaw  ^our  self  wnfaithfull,  fraudfull  schrewis, 

"  Now  wnder  traist,  quhen  te  war  takand  27,320 

trewis, 
"  Out  of  beleif  trowand  of  tow  no  ill, 
"  So  greit  injure  as  te  half  done  ws  till. 
"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  heir  I  command  in  plane, 
"  Ze  send  to  me  no  message[r]  agane, 
"  In  tyme  to  cum  we  will  thame  nocht  ressaue.    27,325 
"  And  thow  thi  self  this  ansuer  now  sail  haue : 
"  For  the  fals  tressouu  this  tyme  te  haif  \vTocht, 
"  And  I  may  leif  it  salbe  full  deir  bocht  ; 
"  Fra  blude  and  battell  I  sail  neuir  blin, 
"  Quhill  thair  is  ony  of  tour  cancarit  kin  27,330 

"  In  Albione,  that  I  mak  God  avow. 
"  Na  vther  ansuer  sail  thow  net  as  now." 
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This  beand  said  befoir  that  multitude, 

Thair  come  fourtie  of  the  grittest  men  of  gude, 

That  wes  that  tyme  in  all  the  Saxone  cist,  27,335 

To  king  Arthuie,  lawlie  but  ony  boist 

Excusand  thamo  of  all  wes  done  him  till  ; 

Sayand,  it  wes  aganes  the  nobillis  will 

All  that  wes  done,  as  tha  sould  gar  him  ken, 

Vnhappelie  be  ill  asposit  men,  27,340 

That  knew  nocht  weill  quhat  that  the  nobillis 

ment, 
Nor  ^it  of  thame  had  counsall  nor  consent. 
Arthure,  that  dred  thair  greit  falsheid  and  fraude, 
Into  the  tyme  he  gaif  command  and  bad 
Without  ansiier  tha  sould  be  keipit  still,  27,345 

Quhill  efterwart  that  he  had  wrocht  his  will. 
And  so  tha  did  that  tyme  at  his  command, 
Gart  thame  i-emane  thair  still  without  ganestand. 


How  Arthure  lang  forrow  Da  tuke  the 
Saxonis  all  sleipand,  quhair  tha  war 
all  slane  for  the  moist  part,  and  all 
the  lawe  war  chasit. 

That  samin  nycht,  ane  lang  quhile  forrow  da, 

This  ilk  Arthure,  quhair  that  the  Saxonis  la,        27,350 

With  all  his  power  movit  in  schort  quhile, 

Quhair  that  tha  la  within  les  nor  thre  myle. 

In  thre  partis  the  greit  oist  than  diuydit ; 

Tlie  formest  ost  this  ilk  schir  Modred  gydit 

In  gude  ordour,  with  egir  mynd  and  Mall,  27,355 

Quhill  that  he  come  neirby  the  Saxonis  till. 

Tlie  vtter  watche  war  sone  in  handis  tane ; 

The  inwart  watche  war  slane  and  chaist  ilk  ane ; 

Onto  the  camp  all  sleipand  quhair  tha  lay, 

Ouir  all  the  oist  tha  maid  ane  felloun  fray,  27,300 
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With  so  greit  dreid  amang  thame  all  ilk  deill, 
Quhat  for  till  do  tha  wist  nocht  ane  than  weill. 
Thairfoir  that  tyme  tha  dred  ilkone  full  soir, 
For  the  injure  tha  did  Modred  befoir ; 
Col.  2.         AVittand  richt  weill  thair  wes  na  dome  hot  deid,  27,365 
Rieht  will  tha  war  how  tha  suld  find  reraeid. 
Than,  or  tha  micht  be  grathit  in  thair  geir, 
With  breistplait  braid,  with  bow,  bukler  and  speir, 
Richt  mony  thousand  war  maid  for  to  de; 
Without  armour  als  all  the  lawe  to  fle  27,370 

Heir  and  thair,  with  mony  cairfull  cry. 
Than  efter  thame  king  Arthure  sone  gart  hy 
Horssmen  in  haist,  with  speiris  scharpe  and  lang ; 
Quhair  tha  ouirtuke  thame  in  the  thickest  thrang, 
Withoutin  respite,  reutli,  or  tit  remeid,  27,375 

Richt  doggitlie  tha  dang  thame  all  to  deid. 


How    THE    SAXONLS    THAT    FLED    DROUND  IN    ANE 

Flude. 

The  lawe  that  chaipit  fra  thair  hand  that  tyde, 

Into  ane  flude  that  wes  neirhand  besyde, 

Bot  fra  the  feild  that  wes  ane  lytill  we, 

Tha  dround  ilkone  for  fercenes  ouir  to  fle.  27,380 

Quha  had  bene  thair  that  da  for  to  half  sene 

Sa  mony  grume  la  granand  on  the  grene, 

Greit  petie  wes  to  luke  vpoun  that  plane, 

Sa  mony  thousand  in  that  tyme  la  slane, 

With  sic  abundance  bleidand  of  thair  blude,         27,385 

Sa  mony  als  wer  dround  into  the  flude  ; 

The  cairfull  cry  wes  hiddeous  for  till  heir 

Of  woundit  men  and  sic  that  micht  nocht  steir, 

Sum  but  the  leg,  and  sum  wantit  the  arme, 

To  ony  hart  it  wald  half  done  grit  harme  27,390 
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For  to  behakl  the  reid  blude  as  it  van, 

And  mad  murning  of  mony  woundit  man. 

The  Saxonis  all  that  into  strenthis  la, 

To  Arthure  come  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 

With  all  the  lawe  that  levand  war  on  lyve,  27,395 

On  kneis  bair  ilkane,  baith  man  and  wyfe, 

With  soir  sobbing,  richt  oft  saying  allace  ! 

Beseikand  him  of  his  excellent  grace. 

With  piteous  voce  he  wald  for  thame  prowyde 

Within  his  bomidis  to  remane  and  byde,  27,40o 

And  thai  suld  be  gude  seruandis  ay  him  till, 

At  his  plesour  in  all  thing  as  he  "will  : 

Sayand  richt  litill  it  micht  him  avail], 

Sic  puir  pepill  quhilk  to  him  neuir  did  faill, 

For  to  perische  with  hunger  or  with  cald,  27,405 

That  mycht  thame  weild  evin  as  him  awin  self 

wald. 
Quhen  Arthure  hard  as  tha  half  said  him  till, 
Rycht  gTatiuslie  he  tuke  thame  in  his  will. 
Without  offence  other  of  ^oung  or  aid  ; 
Thair  wes  no  Brit  that  tyme  durst  be  so  bald,  27,4io 
For  ony  feid  of  Saxone  or  injm-e, 
For  till  offend  other  riche  or  pure, 
Quhill  tha  war  fred  and  passit  euerilk  one 
Without  injure  hame  into  Albione. 
The  puir  pepill  that  tuke  the  faith  of  Christ,        27,415 
That  feniit  war  suppois  tha  war  baptist, 
Tha  war  levit  all  at  the  kingis  will. 
Into  Britane  to  lawbour  and  byde  still, 
And  grit  tribute  and  victigaU  alsua, 
Ilk  ieir  by  ^eir  to  king  Arthure  till  pa ;  27,420 

And  neuir  till  vse  hors,  hames  or  geir, 
Or  ^it  waponis  that  neidfull  war  in  weir; 
And  neuir  agane  the  Britis  till  persew, 
Bot  euirmoir  sworne  to  be  leill  and  trew. 
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How   AllTHURE    TASSIT    TO    Lu[n]DOUN,    AND    GAIF 
Uh.9,f.]nr,h.  GllEIT    EeWARDIS   BAITH   TO   THE    ScOTTIS   AND 

^"''  '•  Pechtis,  and  how   thai    tuke  thair  Leve 

AT  Arthure  and  passit  Hame. 

Qiilien  tins  wes  done  king  Arthure  mad  him         27,425 

boun, 
And  all  the  nobillis  onto  Lundoun  tonn, 
Quhair  tha  remanit  quhill  the  tiientie  da, 
With  dansing,  singing,  feisting,  sport  and  pla. 
To  Scot  and  Pecht  rycht  grit  rewarde  he  gaif, 
Tha  wantit  nothing  that  tha  list  to  half.  27,43o 

Ewgenius,  and  gude  Modred  also, 
Tha  tuke  thair  leif  and  hamewart  bayth  did  go, 
With  greit  blytlmes  thairby,  le  ma  weill  ken. 
In  thair  travell  tha  loissit  richt  few  men  : 
Syne  haill  and  feir,  witliout  ony  ganestand,  27,435 

Ilkone  of  tharae  come  hame  in  thair  awin  land. 
Fra  king  Arthure  so  worthelie  anone 
Of  Saxone  blude  had  changeit  Albione, 
He  maid  the  Britis  alway  to  leif  fre 
Ouir  all  Britane,  with  land  and  libertie,  27,440 

In  peice  and  rest,  richt  lang  and  mony  da. 
That  samin  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Gude  Conranus  without  stop  or  ganestand, 
Jn  pece  and  rest  he  gydit  all  Scotland. 
Equale  he  wes  ay  l^aith  to  ri(;he  and  puir,  27,445 

Quhill  he  wes  loung  and  miclit  travell  induir, 
Vnder  his  wand  he  leit  be  wrocht  na  wrang  ; 
And  syne  wox  aid  micht  nother  ryde  nor  gang, 
On  to  ane  man  committit  all  the  cuir, 
Quhilk  wnder  him  than  all  the  office  buir,  27,450 

Ouir  all  Scotland  wes  justice  in  tha  dais, 
Callit  Toncet,  as  that  my  author  sais. 
Suppois  he  had  so  greit  auctor[it]ie, 
Z'\t  borne  he  wes  bot  of  anc  law  degrie, 
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Infectit  far  with  auerice  that  syn ;  27,455 

Quhair  euir  he  knew  gold  or  gude  to  wyn, 
Wald  find  ane  fait  suppois  thair  had  bene  nane, 
And  wranguslie  distroyit  mony  ane, 
Gat  he  thair  geir  he  set  noclit  ellis  by  ; 
Quhairat  ilk  lord  dispyit  had  and  invyo,  27,160 

And  liiikand  ay  quhill  tha  thair  tyme  micht  se, 
Of  this  Toncet  for  to  revenijit  be. 

How  Toncet  us,  haldaxd  ane  Air  in   [FJores- 

TOUN,    for    CoUETUSNES   GART   SLA    TuA  SAIK- 

LES    Men,  quhairfoir   his   Freindis    slew 
Toncet  on  ane  Day. 

This  ilk  Toncet,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 

It  ^  hapnit  him  in  Murraland  to  hald 

In  Forest  toim  that  tyme  ane  jnstice-air,  27,4G5 

And  for  na  petie  riche  and  puir  Avald  spair, 

Quhat  euir  tha  war,  to  mak  thair  pak  fiill  thin  ; 

Quhair  euir  he  wist  that  thair  wes  gude  to  wyn, 

Richt  saiklislie  sa  mony  lie  gart  die. 

So  in  the  toun  thair  hapnit  for  to  be  27,470 

Thre  riche  merchandis  duelland  in  the  tyme, 

Quhilk  wer  condampnit  for  ane  causles  cryme. 

But  ony  fait,  haifand  no  e  to  treuth. 

Syne  put  to  deid  but  pitie  or  reuth, 

For  causs  he  knew  that  tliaii'  wes  gude  to  wyn.  27,475 

Tliairfoir  thre  nobillis  of  thair  awin  kin, 

This  ilk  Toncet  ane  da  quhair  tha  did  meit. 

Richt  cruellie  tha  slew  liim  on  the  streit, 

Syne  of  the  toun  fled  to  thir  hillis  hie,  Col.  2. 

To  sane  thame  self,  it  micht  na  better  be  ;  27,480 

Knawand  so  weill  liow  that  the  kino-  wes  sett, 

For  no  requeist  thair  wes,  no  grace  to  get 

'InMS. /».. 
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That  levand  wes  tliairof,  man  or  wyffe, 

Als  lang  as  he  micht  leve  and  brake  the  lyfe. 

And  for  that  causs,  knawand  it  wald  be  sua,        27,485 

Decreittit  hes  thair  king  and  prince  to  sla, 

And  tak  thair  chance  gif  that  wald  be  remeid  ; 

No  vther  \va  tha  miclit  evaid  his  feid. 


Off  the   Tressone  of  the  Lord  of  Athoill, 
cALLiT  Donald. 

Ane  lord  of  Athoill,  callit  wes  in  tha  dais 

Donald  to  name,  as  that  my  author  sais ;  27,490 

With  this  ilk  king  weill  louit  [than]  wes  he. 

And  of  him  had  richt  greit  auctoritie, 

^it  neuirtheles  he  keipit  ane  euill  part 

To  that  same  king  lie  louit  with  his  hart ; 

At  him  that  tyme  he  had  richt  grit  invy,  27,495 

Quhat  wes  the  causs  I  can  nocht  tell  tow  quhy. 

Into  Lochquhaber,  ane  toun  sum  tyme  of  fame, 

Quhil     Inverlochtie  callit  wes  to  name, 

Quhair  that  the  king  remanit  for  the  tyme, 

And  this  Donald  committar  of  the  cryme,  27,500 

Withoutin  cans,  as  tliat  my  author  schew, 

He  send  for  thame  that  this  Toncetus  slew 

Eicht  quietlie,  and  bad  thame  cum  him  till, 

Gif  that  [thai]  thocht  thair  purpois  to  fulfill. 

Than  wes  best  tyme  gif  tha  list  to  do  ocht,  27,505 

And  he  sould  help  thame  als  far  as  he  mocht. 

Richt  quyetlie  syne  efter  on  ane  n^-cht, 

Quhen  all  war  cloiss,  onwist  of  ony  wiclit, 

This  fals  Donald  that  knew  full  weill  the  gin, 

In  the  chalmcr  quhair  that  the  king  la  in,  27,510 

Into  ane  bed  besyde  him  quhair  he  la. 

He  leit  thame  in,  syne  staw  him  self  awa 

Richt  quietlie,  as  none  knew  his  intent, 

Of  all  sic  thing  as  he  war  innocent. 
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How    CONRANUS     ASKIT     THAME    MeRCIE     ON     IllS 

Kneis. 

This  saikles  king  in  liis  bed  quhair  he  la,  27,515 

Persaiiit  weill  richt  lang  befoir  the  da 

The  greit  tressoun  that  tyme  wes  to  him  wrocht, 

And  wliat  till  do  lycht  weill  than  wist  he  nocht. 

Out  of  liis  bed  he  lap  with  all  his  cuir, 

On  kneis  bair  syne  sat  doun  on  tlie  fluir  27,520 

Richt  piteouslie  befoir  thame  in  that  place, 

Beseikand  tliame  of  thair  mercie  and  grace. 

On  kneis  bair  befoir  thame  tliat  he  sat, 

Haldand  his  handis  to  the  lievin  with  that, 

Beseikand  thame  than  for  to  saif  his  lyfe,  27,525 

Ilk  ane  of  thame  out  throw  him  thrang  a  kuyfe, 

On  wittand  syne  tlia  passit  all  awa : 

Thair  he  la  deid  syne  on  the  fluir  qiihill  da. 

Sic  wes  his  chance,  as  I  half  said  tow  heir. 

Then  of  his  ring  the  fyve  and  threttie  teir.         27,530 

With  greit  dolour  syne,  bayth  of  gude  and  ill, 

Tha  buir  his  bodie  to  Ecolumkill, 

Of  kinglie  wyiss  takand  thairof  giit  cuii'. 

Syne  sesit  him  thair  into  sepultuir,  Lib.o.f.iso 

Than  of  our  Lord  fyve  hundret  teir  ago,  27,535      C!ol.  1. 

Threttie  and  fyve  withoutin  ony  mo. 

Ane  nobill  prince  in  all  his  tyme  wes  he, 

Except  in  eild  with  sic  partialitie 

He  gydit  wes  as  le  ma  heir  me  mene, 

Quliilk  till  ane  prince  of  na  way  suld  pertcne,      27,510 

Thaii-  counsall  vse  quhilk  war  of  law  degrie. 

For-quhy  ane  man  that  is  in  pouertie, 

The  quhilk  pretendis  to  ane  hiear  stait, 

For  to  win  riches  all  tyme  air  and  lait, 

Swyfter  nor  ane  swallow  will  by  ressone  ryn,      27,545 

On  to  him  self  ma  he  get  gude  to  wyn. 
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That  wes  the  cans,  as  it  ma  weill  be  kenJj 
This  nobill  kino-  maid  sic  ane  hastie  end. 


How  EWGENIUS  THE  SONE  OF  CONVALLUS,  EFTER 
THE  DeiD  of  CONRANUS,  WAS  CROWNIT  KlNG 
OF  SCOTTIS,  THE  QUE  ILK  EWGENIUS  WAS 
WITH     ArTHURE     AT  ^    THE     WyNNYNG   OF   THE 

Saxonis,  as  ^e  haif  hard  BEFOIR. 

Qviheii  he  wes  deid  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 

The  lordis  all  of  Scotland  far  and  neir,  27,550 

Conveuit  lies  into  that  samin  quhile, 

To  croun  tliair  king  togethir  in  Argyle. 

But  contrapleid  other  of  aid  or  ^ing, 

Ewgenius  tha  crownit  to  be  king, 

The  eldest  sone  of  worthie  Congallus,  27,555 

And  als  he  wes  that  ilk  Ewgenius, 

With  king  Arthure  than  wan  sic  laud  and  gioir 

In  the  last  feild,  as  le  haif  hard  befoir, 

Quhair  mony  Saxone  deit  on  ane  da, 

Scliort  quhile  befoir  as  te  miclit  heir  me  sa.  27,060 

Sone  efter  syne  that  he  wes  crownit  king, 

Perswadit  wes  with  wordis  richt  benyng. 

Of  men  of  gude  in  mony  sindre  steid, 

For  to  revenge  this  gude  Conranus  deid, 

His  deir  vnkle  so  tender  of  his  blude,  27,665 

In  tyme  to  cum  till  ken  all  other  gude, 

So  cruellie  without  caus  or  offence. 

For  to  put  hand  other  in  king  or  prince. 

Eugenius  this  counsall  did  neglect : 

Thairfoir  the  pepill  held  him  all  suspect  27,570 

That  he  sould  be  assistar  to  that  cryme, 

Siippois  he  wes  richt  saikles  in  the  tyme, 

'  In  MS.  as. 
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For-quhy  the  king  he  louit  jus  his  lyfe. 

^it  neuirtheles  this  ilk  Conranus  w^-fe, 

With  tua  sonnis  sone  efter  on  ane  da,  27,575 

For  dreid  of  liim  fled  in  Ybernia. 

This  fair  hidie,  qnliilk  wes  of  fame  viifyld, 

Departit  thair  syne  with  hir  eldest  child. 

The  ^oung[er]  cliild,  rieht  plesand  and  benyng, 

Remanit  thair  in  keiping  with  the  king,  27,580 

Ane  bony  barnc,  withoutin  ony  blame, 

Quhilk  callit  wes  Adamus  to  his  name. 

Ewgenius,  the  first  ^eir  of  his  ring, 

So  worthelie  he  had  him  in  all  thing, 

To  riche  and  puir  with  greit  eqiialitie,  27,585 

Abone  all  vther  louit  than  wes  he. 

Baith  gude  and  ill  than  stude  of  him  sic  aw, 

So  just  he  wes  without  rigour  of  law ; 

Humbill  and  meik,  and  curtas  till  all  man, 

With  love  and  fauour  all  thair  Iiartis  he  wan.      27,590 

And  gif  it  hapnit  ony  innocent  Col.  2. 

Be  partiall  way  be  hurt  in  jugment, 

Thair  caus  gif  tha  micht  find   [na]  refuge. 

Committit  suld  be  till  ane  hiear  judge, 

For  to  reforme  be  his  auctoritie  27,595 

Sic  wrang  sentence  agane  to  equitie  ; 

And  gif  it  hapnit  ony  to  be  so  puir. 

Process  of  law  th.at  micht  nocht  weill  induir, 

In  fait  of  riches,  gold,  substance  or  mycht. 

Without  power  for  to  defend  thair  richt,  27,G0O 

The  coist  alhaill  to  be  in  his  expenss. 

So  that  the  puir  man  sould  thoill  na  oflfens. 

No  man  ane  wedow  fra  hir  lious  suld  caw 

Attouir  ane  myle  for  to  thoill  the  law. 

Richt  [mony]  that  he  maid  into  his  tyme,  27,G05 

That  I  list  nocht  heir  for  to  put  in  ryme ; 

Tliairfoir  of  him  heir  I  wall  hald  me  still, 

And  to  king  Arthure  turne  agane  I  will 
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Plow      THE    BrITIS,     EFTER    LANG    PeAX,    GREW    TO 

kiches,  quhair  throw  tha  misknew  baith 
God  and  thame  self,  quhair  throw  tha 
cAusiT  Arthour  to  brek  the  Band  to  the 
King  of  Pechtis,  as  efter  followis. 

Lang  peax  and  rest  cansis  greit  policie, 

Quliair  throw  oft  syis  thair  cumis  grit  plentie       27,6io 

Of  gold  and  riches  in  till  abundance, 

Of  meit  and  drink,  with  sporting  and  plesance, 

In  sic  acces  quhilk  causis  mony  men 

The  warld,  thame  self,  and  God  for  to  niisken. 

This  suitli  example,  as  my  author  writis,  27,615 

I  verifie  ma  richt  weill  be  the  Britis  ; 

Quhilk  throw  lang  peax  to  sic  riches  and  mycht 

Tha  gi-ew  that  tyme  and  efter  till  sic  liicht, 

With  greit  abusioun  than  ouir  all  Britane, 

That  tha  misknew  richt  far  baytli  God  and  man.  27,G20 

Quhilk  causit  thame,  withoutin  causs,  wn wraith 

To  brek  thair  band  with  oblissing  and  aith 

On  sacrament  in  sanctuar  wes  sworne 

To  king  Lothus,  as  te  half  hard  beforne, 

Efter  the  tyme  of  king  Arthuris  ring,  27,625 

That  Modred  than  of  Britis  suld  be  king, 

Quhilk  efterwart  revoikit  and  forthocht  ; 

Of  all  tha  said  ane  word  tha  keipit  nocht. 

Arthure  him  self  na  laufull  sone  had  he, 

For-quhy  his  wyfFe  ay  in  sterilitie,  27,63o 

All  his  dais  scho  wes  withoutin  cheild, 

Alls  Weill  in  touthheid  as  scho  wes  in  eild. 

Bocaus  Arthure  had  no  successioun 

For  to  succeid  efter  liim  to  his  croun, 

Into  Britane  thair  king  and  prince  to  be,  27,635 

The  Britis  all  but  oportuuitie. 
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Hes  causit  Artlmre  in  the  tyme  declair, 

Quhilk  efter  him  of  Britis  sulci  be  air 

Of  aU  Britane,  quhilk  war  ane  man  of  gude. 

All  in  ane  voce  togidder  tha  conclude,  27,gio 

That  king  Modred  sould  neuir  bruke  thair  croun, 

Nor  tit  nanc  of  vther  of  his  successioun, 

Agane  the  aith  and  oblissing  befoir 

That  tha  had  maid  the  Britis  les  and  moir. 


How  ARTHURE    DECLARIT   CoNSTANTYNE,    S[CHI]r    Lib.0,f.l3Gb. 
CaDROCHIS    SoNE     01 

Britane  efter  him. 


Cadrochis  Sone    of   Cornewall,  King   of       ^"''  ^' 


Tha  gart  Ai-tliure  riclit  sone  declair  that  thing,    27,045 

Efter  his  tyme  quha  sould  be  lord  and  king. 

At  thair  desyre  that  he  wald  nocht  deny, 

Ane  man  of  gude  that  standand  wes  neirby, 

Quhilk  Constantyne  to  name  callit  wes  he, 

Schir    Cadrochis  sone,   of  greit  auctoritie,  27,G50 

Of  Cornewall  lord,  ane  greit  nobill  tha  dais, 

This  ilk  king  Aithure,  as  my  author  sais, 

Hes  namit  him  for  to  be  prince  and  king, 

Efter  his  tyme  ouir  all  Britane  to  ring. 

Era  that  tyme  furth  ouir  all  Britane  wes  he         27,000 

Haldin  for  prince  with  greit  auctoritie. 

Ane  quhile  befoir,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

Schir  Loth  the  king  of  Pechtis  in  his  dais, 

The  quhilk  Pechtland  efter  that  samin  da, 

Efter  his  name  callit  it  Loudonia,  27,600 

Departit  wes  ane  quhile  befoir  nocht  lang ; 

Modred  his  sone  into  his  steid  than  rang. 
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How  MoDRED,  King  of  Pechtis,  herand  how 
Arthtjre  and  all  the  Britis  had  brokin 
THAiR  Band  maid  befoir  to  his  Father 
Lothus,  was  right  commouit,   and  or  he 

AVALD   INVEY   BATTELL,    [SEND]    TO   THAME   ANE 

Herald. 

Qulien  Moclred  knew  thair  greit  perversitie, 

Vnfaithfulnes  with  sic  fragilitie, 

The  band  and  aith  to  him  that  tlia  had  brokin,    27,665 

He  wist  nocht  weill  how  that  he   soukl  be  wrokiu, 

Of  thair  falsheid  for  to   revengit  be, 

He  knew  so  weill  thair  instabilitie. 

And  thocht  to  him  tha  had  done  sic  offence, 

^it  waki  he  nocht  be  way  of  violence  27,670 

Into  that  tyme  his  purpois  till  persew, 

Perfitliar  thair  myndis   quhill  he  knew. 

With  agit  men  that  culd  of  cnrtasie. 

He  send   to  Arthnre  for  that  samin  qnhy, 

Him  to  requeir  with  Britis  les  and  moir,  27,675 

To  keip  promit  that  tha  had  maid   befoir. 

The  quhilk  to  do  he  micht  nocht  weill  deny, 

Sen  he  nor  his  had  nother  cans  nor  qnhy 

To  brek  the  band  that  tha  had  maid  beforne, 

With  mony  aith  thairto  obleist  and  sworne.  27,680 

Befoir  thame  all  that  present  thair  wes  plane, 

This  king  Arthure  sic  ansuer  maid  agane. 


How  Artiiure  gaif  Ansuer  to  the  Herald. 

"  Gude  freind,"  he  said,  "  re  be  in  wrang  for-thy, 
"  That  blamis  ws  withoutin  cans  or  qnhy, 
"  Sayand  to  low  we  half  brokin  promit ; 
"  That  is  nocht  trew,  as  thow  sail  rycht  weill     27,685 
wit. 
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"  And  for  this  causs,  oiire  band  and  oblissing 

"  Wes  to  scliir   Loth  and  to  na  vther  king, 

"  Quliilk  all  his  tynie  wo  keipit  richt  perfite. 

"  Thairfoir/'  lie  saitl,  "  we  ar  nocht  for  to  wyte,  27,C90 

"  Efter  his  tyme  thow  ma  weill  wnderstand, 

"  Suppois  to  tow  we  keip  nocht  that  same  band/' 

This  was  the  ansuer  that  king  Arthure  gaif,  ^"ol  2. 

With  loud  lauchter  and  scornyng  of  the  laif ; 

Syne  but  i*eward,  with  niekill  bost  and  blame,      27,095 

To  king  !Modred  the  herald  passit  hame, 

And  schew  to  him  ilk  word,  boith  les  and  moir, 

At  greit  lasar,  as  I  haif  said  befoir. 

This  king  Modred  quhen  he  thair  ansuer  knew, 

And  his  lordis  all,  in  sic  anger  grew,  27,700 

Into  the  tyme  ilkane  baith  said  and  swoir. 

Other  to  die  or  of  that  grit  injure 

Revengit  be,  micht  tha  haif  tyme  and  space, 

Richt  suddantlie  with  help  of  Goddis  grace. 


How  Modred  askit  Help  at  Ewgenius. 

In  that  mater,  or  tha  wald  moir  intend,  27,705 

To  king  Eugene  ane  herald  sone  tha  send, 

And  schew  to  him  the  mater  all  and  how. 

Ilk  word  by  word  as  I  haif  schawin  tow  ; 

In  sic  effect  befoir  as  tha  war  spokin, 

And  how  Arthure  his  aith  and  band  had  27,710 

brokin. 
Beseikand  him  of  liis  help  and  supple, 
Of  tha  injuris  for  to  revengit  be ; 
Saying  also,  Arthure  ressauit  hed 
All  fleniit  men  furth  of  Scotland  that  fled, 
And  furneist  thame  baith  into  horss  and  geir,      27,715 
And  all  waponis  that  neidfull  war  in  weir ; 
Quhilk  with  the  Britis  on  the  bordour  la, 
Greit  heirschip  maid  oft  into  Gallowa ; 


254  THE   BUIK   OP  THE 

Sayancl  richt  sone,  and  he   his  tyme  mycht  se, 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  he  wald  revengit  be  27,720 

For  the  injure  wes  done  to  thame  beforne, 

Richt  mony  ane  teir  or  ony  of  thame  wes  borne. 

How   EWGENIUS   GRANTIT   HeLP   TO    MODRED. 

Ewgenius  considderit  than  richt  weill 

All  that  wes  trew,  and  also  had  ane  feill 

That  Arthour  thocht  sone  efter,  and  he  mycht,     27,725 

All  Albione,  suppois  he  had  nocht  richt, 

Weild  at  his  will  for  the  injure  and  wrang, 

To  his  eldaris  wes  done  befoir  richt  lang. 

For  that  same  caus  rycht  hartlie  with  gude  will, 

All  his  desyre  moir  glaidlie  grantit  till ;  27,730 

Sayand,  he  suld  within  ane  litill  space. 

With  all  power  melt  him  at  da  and  place. 

With  this  ansuer  the  herald  hame  he  ^eid 

To  the  king  of  Pechtis  callit  wes  Modreid, 

And  schew  to  him  ilk  word,  baith  les  and  27,735 

moir, 
Of  his  ansuer  as  le  haif  hard  befoir. 
Quhairof  that  tyme  rycht  weill  content  wes  he  ; 
Syne  gart  proclame  be  his  auctoritie. 
That  euerilk  man,  als  gudlie  as  he  ma, 
Sould  reddie  be  within  ane  certane  da,  27,740 

For  to  convene  at  sett  da  and  at  steid, 
On  thair  best  wayis,  wnder  the  pane  of  deid. 
And  so  tha  did,  keipit  the  place  and  da ; 
King  Ewgene  als,  as  my  author  did  sa. 
With  greit  power  of  Scottis  out  of  number,  27,745 

He  met  Modred  vpoun  the  water  of  Hiimber ; 
Vpoun  ane  plane  wes  on  the  water  syid, 
Tuik  purpois  thair  togidder  for  to  byde. 
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How   ArTITURE   BOWNIT    to    the    BATTELL    AGANTS    Lih.9,f.l37, 
MODRED    WITH     SUPPLE     OF    EWGENIUS,     AND  '^'"  ^• 

HOW  THE   PeCHTIS  MET   ArTHURE   IN   FEILD. 

Arthur e  riclit  weill  that  all  tliair  counsall  knew, 

Richt  suddantlie  that  tha  suld  him  persew  ;  27,75o 

For  that  same  caus,  out  of  Armorica 

Ane  armie  brocht  that  come  with  him  that  da; 

And  euerie  Brit  that  waponis  docht  to  weild, 

On  fit  and  hers  he  brocht  with  him  on  feild. 

Full  mony  berne  that  wes  baith  bald  and  27,755 

wycht, 
In  curage  cleir  that  burneist  wes  full  brycht, 
On  to  that  feild  wnder  his  baner  brocht, 
Of  glitterand  gold  that  worthelie  wes  wrocht. 
The  proud  Pechtis  on  the  tother  syde, 
In  rayit  battell  on  the  bent  did  byde,  27,7C0 

Weill  cled  in  curage  and  cot  of  armour  cleir. 
With  buglis  blast  that  hiddeous  wes  till  heir, 
And  staitlie  standertis  strickit  vpon  hicht, 
Thair  face  for  face  stude  in  thair  fais  sicht. 


How  THE   BiSCHOPIS    ^EID   BETUIX   THAME. 

Off  Scotland,  Pechtland,  and  Britane  also,  27,765 

In  to  that  tyme  betuix  thame  thair  did  go 

Richt  mony  bischop  with  thair  oratioun. 

And  famous  men  als  of  reliffioun. 

And  first  of  all  onto  thir  kinms  tuo, 

Beseikand  thame  that  tha  sould  nocht  do  so,        27,770 

Bot  to  be  wyiss  and  at  gude  counsall  byde, 

For  greit  dangeir  that  efter  micht  betyde 

On  to  thame  all,  gif  sua  hapnit  to  be 

That  da  to  meit  in  to  that  mad  mellie. 


256  THE  BUIK   OF   THE 

Ouir  all  the  warld,  qulien  it  war  kcnd  and  27,775 

spokin, 
Of  Albione  the  power  wes  so  brokin, 
That  tha  micht  nocht  thame  fra  tliair  fix  defend  ; 
"  On  to  the  Saxonis  syne  qiihen  it  is  kend, 
"  Quhilk  lies  tow  all  at  malice  and  invye, 
"  Traist  weill  tha  sail,  richt  sone  and  suddantl^^e,  27,780 
"  Of  Albione  haif  haill  auctoritie, 
"  Or  mony  thousand  on  ane  da  sail  de." 
Quhen  this  wes  said  befoir  thame  all  present, 
Baith  Scot  and  Peclit  tliairof  wer  weill  content ; 
So  that  the  Britis  wald  keip  thair  aith  and  27,785 

band, 
Tha  maid  befoir  subscriuit  with  thair  hand, 
Forder  as  than  tha  sould  thame  nocht  invaid. 
And  keip  to  thame  conditione  that  tha  maid  ; 
And  wald  tha  nocht,  quhat  enir  efter  fell, 
The  wyte  of  all  sould  licht  amang  thame  sell.       27,790 
Quhen  this  wes  said  befoir  thame  all  ilkone. 
To  Arthure  syne  thir  prelatis  all  ar  gone, 
And  schew  to  him  siclike  as  of  befoir. 
With  greit  effect  the  danger  les  and    moir ; 
The  greit  perrell  of  battell  and  the  chance,  27,795 

To  him  tha  schew  with  all  the  circumstance. 
Syne  efterwart  tha  schew  to  him  also 
The  gudlie  ansuer  of  thir  kingis  two, 
All  thair  desj^r  als  far  as  tha  culd  knaw, 
Wes  all  bot  richt  accordino-  to  the  law,  27,800 

And  of  all  ill  als  tha  war  innocent. 
Arthure  thairof  that  tyme  wes  weill  content 
To  keip  the  band  that  he  had  maid  but  leis, 
With  Scot  and  Pecht  to  leif  in  rest  and  ])eis. 
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How     THE     Brit     Lordis     wald     nocht     let      coI.  2. 
Artiiure    cord   with   Modred,  and   bostit 

THE   BiSCHOPIS   THAT  MAID   InTERCESSIOUN. 

Into  that  tyme  war  standand  neir  besyde  27,805 

Britis  full  bald,  presumpteous,  full  of  pryde, 
To  Constantyne  that  war  of  kin  full  neir, 
The  quhilk  befoir,  as  I  half  said  ^ow  heir, 
Declarit  wes  of  Britane  to  be  king, 
Efter  the  tyme  of  this  king  Arthuris  ring  ;  27,810 

Quhilk  haldin  war  of  greit  auctoritie, 
Baith  with  the  king  and  the  commwnitie  ; 
Into  the  tyme  maid  greit  impediment, 
And  be  no  way  wald  grant,  or  lit  consent, 
To  kelp  the  band  that  tha  had  maid  befoir ;         27,815 
For-quhy  tha  said,  with  mekle  bost  and  sclioir, 
Thir  kingis  tuo  alledgit  had  sic  lawes 
Aganis  tbarae  withoutin  ony  caus, 
Or  ressoun  quhy,  just  battell  till  inveife, 
Quhilk  in  that  tyme  tha  offerit  thame  to  preve.  27,820 
All  this  tha  said  with  greit  aifectioun 
Of  Constantyne,  and  no  way  be  ressoun, 
Quhilk  efterwart  tha  myclit  forthink  full  soir 
The  Britis  all,  and  sail  do  euir  moir. 
For  no  requeist  or  intercessioun  27,825 

Thir  bischopis  maid  oft  with  greit  oratioun, 
The  Britis  bald  be  no  way  wald  conceid 
To  the  desyr  of  this  king  Modreid. 
Richt  scharpe  langage  to  thir  bischopis  tha  gaif, 
Sayand,  tha  come  king  Arthure  to  dissaue  ;         27,830 
Out  of  tliair  sicht  tha  bad  thame  hy  thame  sone. 
Or  tha  suld  rew  that  euir  sic  thing  wes  done. 
Sic  manassing  tha  maid  thame  with  grit  boist, 
Quhairthrow  that  tyme  thair  raiss  throw  all  the 
cist 

VOL.  II.  B 
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Sic  rude  rumour  of  all  war  standand  by,  27,835 

That  euerie  syde  richfc  sone  and  suddantlye, 
With  mony  one  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 
On  fit  and  horss  hes  enterit  in  the  feild. 


Heir    followis    the    Battell    of  the   Britis, 
BETUix  King  Arthure  on    the  one  Syde 

AND    ScOTTIS     and      PeCHTIS    ON    THE    OTHER 

Syde,  strikin  at  Hibiber  Water. 

The  bowmen  bald,  that  war  bayth  Strang  and  stuir. 
Of  Scot  and  Pecht  into  the  feild  tha  fuir.  27,840 

Tliair  scharp  schutting  maid  sydis  for  till  sow, 
Throw  all  thair  geir  tha  gart  thame  grane  and  grow. 
The  Britis  bald  into  that  stom*  that  stude. 
For  all  thair  bost  tha  bled  richt  mekle  blude. 
The  Scottis  bowmen  and  the  Pechtis  ^  baith,  27,815 

Into  the  feild  tha  did  richt  mekle  skaith. 
Lang  efterwart  of  thame  it  had  bene  spokin, 
War  nocht  that  tyme  that  thair  array  wes  brokin 
With  men  on  hors,  couerit  with  targe  and   scheild, 
That  skaillit  thame  richt  wyde  into  the  feild,        27,850 
In  sindrie  partis  vp  and  doun  the  plane, 
That  tha  culd  nocht  cum  till  array  agane. 
Be  that  the  vangard  of  the  Britis  syde, 
Thair  prince  that  tyme,  schir  Constantyne,  did  gyde, 
Lib.9,f.i37b.  With  all  thair  power  enterit  on  the  plane,  27,855 

"  ■  '■       Of  Ordolus  the  lord  faucht  him  agane. 

Gude  schir  Gawane  that  da,  with  Arthure  king, 

The  secund  wing  he  had  at  his  gyding, 

Tytest  that  tyme  he  wes  of  ony  vther 

Agane  Modred,  suppois  he  wes  his  bruther.  27,860 

Ewgenius  and  schir  Modred  also, 

Into  the  feild  agane  Arthure  did  go 


"In  MS.  Scottis. 
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With  sic  ane  counter,  like  ane  thunder  crak, 

Quliill  scheildis  rawe  and  mony  speiris  brak  ; 

Birny  and  basnet  brist  wer  all  in  schunder,  27,8G5 

Heidis  war  hewin  in  pecis  that  war  wnder. 

Tha  rappit  on  with  mony  rout  full  rude, 

Quhill  breistis  brist  and  bockit  out  of  blude  ; 

Full  mony  freik  war  fellit  thair  on  force. 

And  mony  stout  man  stickit  on  his  horss ;  27,870 

Full  mony  berne  lay  bulrand  in  his  blude, 

And  mony  stalwart  stickit  quhair  he  stude. 

Into  that  stour  that  stalwart  wes  and  Strang, 

With  dyntis  dour  ilkane  on  vther  dang, 

Quhill  all  the  water  into  Humber  flude,  27,875 

Als  reid  as  roissis^  ran  all  ouir  with  blude, 

And  all  the  coist  full  of  deid  corsis  la. 

ContinuaUie  fra  morne  airlie  that  da, 

Tha  faucht  ay  still  quhill  nune  wes   passit  by, 

And  no  man  wist  quha  had  the  victorye  ;  27,880 

Quhill  at  the  last  ane  stalwart  Scot  and  stout. 

In  Brit  langage  full  loud  he  gaif  ane  schout 

That  all  the  Britis  vnderstude  richt  plane  ; 

"  Allace !  "  he  said,  "  oure  nobill  king  is  slane  ! 

"  Arthure,  allace  !  for  euir  now  art  thow  gone  !  27,88-5 

"  And  slane  this  da  oure  nobillis  ar  ilkone. 

"  la  no  remeid  to  all  the  laif  bot  flie, 

"  Or  doutles  all  ilk  man  heir  man  we  die." 

Full  mony  Brit  qulien  that  tha  hard  that  cry, 

Tha  kest  fra  thame  thair  harnes  haistelie,  27,890 

But  ony  stop  or  tha  wald  langar  stynt, 

Syne  fled  als  fast  as  fyre  dois  out  of  flynt. 

The  lawe  that  knew  that  cry  wes  for  ane  trane. 

Still  in  the  feild  ay  fechtand  did  remane, 

Suppois  that  tyme  thair  power  wes  bot  small,      27,895 

Quhill  syne  on  force  tha  wer  confoundit  all, 


'  In  MS.  roisait, 

R2 


260  THE   BUIK   OF   THE 

And  slane  ilkone  for  all  tliair  senteorie : 

To  Scot  and  Pecht  so  fell  the  victorie. 

This  battell  wes  richt  bludie  to  thame  baith, 

Wes  none  that  da  that  chapit  but  greit  skayth  ;  27,900 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  that  da  into  the  feild, 

War  tuentie  thousand  and  king  Modred  keild. 

King  Arthure  als  vpoun  the  tother  syde, 

And  schir  Gawane  with  niony  vther  gyde, 

With  threttie  thousand  best  war  of  the  Britis,     27,905 

Wer  slane  that  da,  as   that  my  author  writis. 


How    EWGENIUS    HELD    THE    FeILD    THAT   NyCHT, 
AND     ON      THE     MORNE     PARTIT     THE     SpUL^E 

AMANG  HIS  Men. 

Eugenius  he  held  the  feild  that  da, 
Syne  on  the  morne  quhair  all  the  Britis  la, 
Richt  mony  nobill  fra  the  feild  that  fled, 
Within  thair  tentis  lyand  in  thair  bed,  27,9io 

Thair  with  thair  quene,  Gwanora  ^  hecht  to  name, 
And  hir  ladeis  vnmaculat  of  fame, 
Eugenius,  thair  sleij)and  quhair  tha  la. 
Into  thair  bed  he  tuke  thame  lang  or  da, 
And  all  the  riches  in  the  tyme  tha  had.  27,915 

Col.  2.       Syne  haistelie  on  to  the  feild  him  sped, 
And  all  the  spul^e  in  the  feild  he  fand, 
Richt  quietlie,  without  stop  or  ganestand. 
To  euerie  man  into  the  tyme  he  gaif, 
Efter  his  deid  as  he  lies  wrocht  to  haif,  27,920 

Arthuris  wyffe  was  callit  Gwanora, 
That  in  hir  tyme  wes  fair  as  dame  Flora, 
Onto  the  Pechtis  quhilk  plesit  thame  to  haif, 
This   ilk  princes  Eugenius  to  thame  gaif, 

'  In  MS.  Gunanora. 
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And  ladeis  all,  suppois  tha  had  bene  may,  27,925 

With  mony  vther  presoner  and  pray. 

Syne  all  the  laif,  qiiha  lykis  for  to  heir, 

In  Scotland  brocht  baith  pray  and  presoneir. 

Siclike  the  Pechtis  with  the  quene  Gwanoir, 

And  presoneris  that  tha  had  les  and  moir,  27,930 

Tha  send  to  keip  into  Orestia, 

Quliilk  callit  is  now  Angus  at  this  da. 

Into  ane  castell  callit  Doun-bervie, 

Quhairof  the  fundament  restis  tit  to  se, 

Quhilk  biggit  wes  richt  weill  with  lyme  and         27,935 
stone, 

Tha  presoneris  war  keipit  thair  ilkone, 

Remanand  thair  ilkone  quhill  tha  war  deid. 

Thair  graifis  tit  apperis  in  that  steid, 

By  Megill  toun,  ten  m^de  aboue  Dundie, 

Thaii'  gi-aifis  tit  remanis  for  to  se :  27,940 

Off  quene  Gwanoir  all  tyme  amang  the  laif, 

Be  the  scriptour  weill  knawin  is  the  graif 

This  wes  the  end,  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 

Of  king  Arthure  the  thre  and  tuentie  teir 

Than  of  his  regnne,  and  of  Eugene  also,  27,945 

The  auchtene  teir  withoutin  ony  mo, 

And  of  oure  Lord  fyve  hundreth  als  but  faill 

Fourtie  and  tua,  that  wes  the  number  haill. 

In  no  storie  autentik  that  I  reid, 

Zit  hard  I  neuir  of  this  Arthuris  deid,  27,950 

No  of  his  werk,  alss  far  as  I  can  speir, 

Moir  worthines  nor  I  haif  said  tow  heir. 

Tliocht  mony  fule  affectit  to  him  be. 

That  raklds  noclit  to  fentie  or  to  le 

In  his  loving,  trowing  richt  weill  thairfoir  27,955 

To  bring  his  name  to  sic  excellent  gloir ; 

Thairof  begylit  weill  I  wait  thai  war, 

For-quhy  thair  fablis  fenteit  ar  so  far. 

And  ar  so  lyke  impossibill  for  to  be, 

That  all  men  wait  rycht  weill  thairfoir  tha  lie.    27,960 
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Off  Fyn-Mak-couU,  and  als  of  Robene  Hudej 
And  of  Arthure  als  scliortlie  to  conclude, 
The  suithfastnes  quha  knew  of  all  thir  tlire, 
Off  thame  richt  oft  ar  maid  full  mony  le. 
As  for  my  self,  sa  ilk  man  as  tha  will,  27,965 

Off  king  Arthure  quha  sais  gude  or  ill, 
Moir  in  effect  nor  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 
He  fenties  far,  that  wait  I  weill  but  weir. 
Off  quhome  the  name  is  lit  in  memorie, 
Richt  famous  men  befoir  that  wrait  this  storie,    27,970 
Efter  thair  mynd,  siclike  as  tha  me  schew. 
Ilk  word  be  word  out  of  thair  werk  I  drew, 
Quliilk  haldin  is  of  greit  auctoritie, 
Thairfoir  trow  thame,  gif  te  will  nocht  trow  me. 
I  wait  nocht  weill  how  it  come  first  in  vse,  27,975 

Withoutin  cans  to  mak  of  him  sic  russ  ; 
Considdering  all  his  infelicitie, 
Haif  e  to  richt  and  lat  affectioun  be, 
I  hald  him  for  the  maist  vnhappie  king 
Off  all  the  Britis  that  did  in  Britane  ring.  27,980 

For-quhy  he  wes  so  faithles  and  wntrew 
Lib.9,  f.i38.    To  king  Modred,   befoir  as  I  ^ow  schew. 

And  manesworne  als,  the  hand  of  God  thairfore, 

As  ressone  wald,  it  tuechit  him  full  soir. 

Britis  bifore  quhilk  wes  of  sic  renoun,  27,985 

Sensyne  tha  tynt  baith  thair  kinrik  and  croun ; 

As  plesis  God,  till  all  men  weill  is  kend, 

Falsheid  come  neuir  till  ane  better  end. 


How  THE  Britis,  eftee  the  Deith  of  King 
Arthure,  in  Lundoun  Toun  crownit 
constantyne  thair  king. 

Efter  this  tyme  that  I  haif  said  tow  heir. 

The  Britis  all  convenit  far  and  neir  27,990 

To  Lundoun  [toun]  into  ane  i)arliament, 

And  crownit  hes  with  all  thair  luull  consent 


Col.  1 
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This  Constantyne,  of  quhorae  befoir  I  tald. 

Syne  efter  that  thir  bkidie  bouchouris  bakl, 

In  vilipensioun  of  this  king  Modred,  27,995 

That  Ills  airis  sukl  nocht  to  thame  succeid, 

His  tua  sonis  wes   keipit  in  the  cuir 

Of  Gakanus,  the  (j[uhilk  kis  docliter  biiir, 

Tha  slew  thame  baith  with  greit  crudeUtie 

In  hir  armes  but  reuth  or  tit  petie  :  28,ooo 

And  so  endit  the  liaill  successioim 

Of  king  Modred,  the  quhilk  had  richt  to  tlie  croun. 

This  saikles  slauckter  and  ingratitude, 

The  cruell  deid,  the  vengence  of  thair  blude, 

Abhominabill  other  to  heir  or  se,  28,005 

Vnpuneist  king  God  wald  nocht  suffer  it  be. 

Ouir   all   the    warld    the    word   it    wrocht   rycht 

plane, 
Richt  suddanelie  how  king  Arthure  wes  slane, 
With  all  the  nobillis  of  Britania, 

In  that  same  feild  wer  tane  and  slane  tkat  da,     28,010 
And  of  the  pepill  slane  wer  out  of  number, 
In  that  conflict  vpoun  the  water  of  Humber. 


How  THE  Saxonis,  hehand  the  Deith  of 
King  Arthure,  come  agane  in  Britane 
with  rycht  grit  power. 

The  Saxonis  sone   thairfoir  in  bark  and  barge. 

To  Albione  witk  greit  power  and  large, 

Tha  sped  thame  sone  with  all  the  haist  tha  ma,  28,015 

Quhill  that  tha  come  into  Britania, 

Into  ane  place  quhairat  tha  tuke  the  land, 

With  litill  stryff",  but  stop  or  ^it  ganestand. 

The  Britis  aU  quhometo  that  fortoun  falls, 

Tha  maid  on  force  to  pas  all  to  the  Walls  :  28,020 

Saxonis  sensyne,  as  ^e  sail  wnderstand, 

Inhabite  hes  the  boundis  of  Inoland, 
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Withoutin  pley,  at  plesour  les  and  moir, 

That  callit  wes  Britania  of  befoir. 

I  mervell  quhy  that  men  sould  so  commend  28,025 

Arthure,  the  quhilk  maid  so  wnhappie  end, 

For  quhais  fait  sic  infelicitie 

Remanis'  tit,  and  ay  like  for  to  be. 

Throw  his  vnhap,   his  falsheid,  and  his  gilt, 

So  mekle  bliide  richt  secreitlie  wes  spilt ;  28,030 

The  Britis  als  than  tynt  honour  and  gioir, 

Kinrik  and  croun,  and  will  do  enir  moir. 

How    CONSTANTYNE,   THE    KiNG   OF   BrITIS,    PASSIT 

IN  Yreland,  and  tuke  Religious  Habite 

THAIR    VNKNAWIN. 

Col.  2,       This  Constantyne  quhilk  efter  him  did  ring 
Into  the  Walls  of  Britis  to  be  king, 
Ane  man  he  wes  of  religiositie,  28,035 

And  quhen  he  saw  the  greit  calamitie 
And  seruitude  tha  Britis  war  in  brocht, 
He  traistit  weill  the  greit  falsheid  tha  wrocht 
In  the  defrauding  of  the  king  Modreid, 
Quhilk  richteous  wes  till  Vter  to  succeid  ;  28,010 

Into  his  mynd  thairfoir  he  dred  so  soir. 
That  wes  the  caus  that  tha  war  puneist  foir, 
Within  him  self  richt  havelie  he  buir, 
So  wranguslie  he  tuke  on  him-  sic  cuir, 
In  the  defrauding  of  the  richteous  air.  28,045 

Thairfoir  his  ladie,  plesand  and  preclair, 
The  quhilk  he  louit  ouir  all  erthlie  thing, 
And  sonis  als  quhilk  efter  him   suld  ring, 
The  hand  of  God  departit  lies  him   fro, 
And  left  him  self  richt  destitute  in  wo.  28,050 

Syne  quhen  he   knew  the  caus  quhy  and  quliairfoir, 
Quhat  wes  the  caus  he  puneist  him  so  soir, 

'  In  MS.  Jicmanil. 
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Riclit  quyetlie  on  to  Ybernia, 

luto  ane  bark  lie  passit  on  ane  da ; 

Kinrik  and  croun  and  all   the  warld  forsuik,       28,055 

And  syne  on  him  religious  habit  tuke 

Amang  the  monkis  thair  in  ane  abba, 

To  greit  knawlege  syne  gi'ew  ilk  da  be  da : 

Syne  efterwart,  preichand  with  greit  desyr 

The  faith  of  Christ,  wes  martyrit  in  Kyntyre.      28,0(30 

Sic  "wes  his  chance,  his  fortoun  and  his  werd, 

Quhilk  now  ane  sanct  is  haldin  in  this  erd, 

And  of  Kynnoule  the  patroun  als  is  now. 

And  Govane  als,  bot  tua  myle  fra  Glasgow. 

Of  this  mater  heir  Avill  T  speik  no  moir,  28,065 

Bot  turne  ngane  qnhair  I  come  fra  befoir. 

How    JURMAURIK    RANG    IN    BrITANE     THE     TyME 

OF  Const  ANT  YNE. 

This  Jurmaurik,  of  Saxonis  that  wes  Idng, 

Into  Ingland  that  samin  tyme  did  ring. 

The  first  degrie  fra  Hungest  wes  discendit, 

In  all  his  tyme  greit  pece  he  ay  pretendit,  28,070 

With  Scot  and  Pecht,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

He  keipit  pece  onto  his  ending  da. 

Ewgenius,  quhilk  wes  of  Scottis  king, 

In  pece  and  rest  syne  all  his  tyme  did  ring ; 

Syne  efterwart,  as  I  sail  schaw  tow  heir,  28,075 

Than  of  his  ring  the  audit  and  threttie  teir, 

And  of  our  Lord  fyve   hundretht  and  saxtie, 

And  audit  also,  compleit  war  and  gone  by, 

Departit  hes  into  that  samin  quhile. 

His  bodie  borne  wes  syne  to  lona  Yle,  28,080 

"With  all  sic  pomp  ane  prince  pertenit  till, 

And  bureit  wes  into  Ecolumkill. 


Col.  1. 
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How      CONVALLUS,     THE    BrUTHER     GeRMANE      OF 
EUGENIUS,     WAS     CROWNTT     KiNG     EFTER    THE 

Deid  of  Ewgenius  his   Brother. 

Quhen  so  departit  wes  Eiigenius, 
His  bruther  germane  callit  Convallus, 
Kicht  circumspect  and  wyss  into  all  thing,  28,086 

Lib.9, f.i,38b.  Wes  crownit  than  of  Scotland  to  be  kino-. 
VnsufRcient  my  mynd  is  for  to  dyte, 
My  hand  wald  irk,  my  pen  wald  tyre  to  wryte, 
Gif  that  I  sould  perfitlie  put  in  verss, 
His  greit  vertew  my  author  did  rehers.  28,090 

Als  far  as  Phebus  with  his  bemis  bricht 
All  vther  sterne  excedis  into  licht, 
Siclike  this  king,  baith  into  word  and  deid, 
In  godlines  all  other  did  exceid. 

The  crucifix  he  held  in  sic  honour,  28,oo3 

Aboue  ilk  tet  of  castell,  toun  and  tour, 
In  purpure,  asure,  and  in  gold  sa  bricht, 
In  audience  he  gart  be  set  on  hicht  ; 
Quha  gois  by  on  fit,  and  als  on  hors, 
Suld  honour  him  that  deit  on  the  croce.  28,ino 

Forbad  also  in  paithment  or  in  streit, 
To  mak  ane  cors  quhair  men  leid  on  thair  feit, 
That  it  sould  nocht  dishonorit  be  so  far, 
Vnder  thair  feit  to  stramp  into  the  glar. 
Ane  crucifix  of  birneist  gold  so  bricht,  2S,105 

With  rubeis  reid  and  dyamontis  weiU  dicht, 
Vpoun  ane  staflT  weill  cled  with  siluer  cleir. 
With  poleist  perle,  and  mony  gay  sapheir, 
Quhair  euir  he  raid  that  corce  he  gart  be  borne, 
Into  his  sicht  ane  lytill  him  beforne  ;  28,iio 

And  as  he  on  lap,  or  lichtit  of,  his  horss, 
Vpoune  his  kueis  he  kissit  ay  that  corss. 
Into  the  kirk  quliill  that  he  sat  or  stude, 
Vpoun  his  heid  come  notlier  hat  nor  hude ; 
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And  richt  semdill,  bot  gif  ray  author  leis,  28,ii5 

Into  the  kirk  he  wes  sene  of  his  kneis. 

To  kirk  men  als  richt  greit  honour  did  he, 

And  eausit  thame  obeyit  for  to  be 

Intill  all  thing  wes  ordand  thame  to  haif, 

And  greit  reward  richt  oft  to  thame  he  gaif         28,120 

Off  buik  and  chaleis,  and  of  vestiment, 

Of  gold  and  siluer,  and  of  vther  rent. 

Throw  the  greit  vertew  in  him  self  he  had, 

The  fame  of  him  ouir  all  the  warld  it  spred, 

In  Ingland,  Yreland,  and  Armorica,  28,125 

In  France,  in  Flanderis,  and  Almonia, 

That  mony  one  desyi-it  him  till  se, 

For  his  gude  lyfe  tha  prasit  him  so  hie. 


How    ANE     HALIE    MAN,     CALLIT     CoLUMBA,    COME 

FURTH  OF  Yreland  in  Scotland  to  se  the 
HALTE  King. 

Ane  halie  man,  Columba  heclit  to  name, 

Into  Ireland  quhen  he  hard  of  his  fame,  28,130 

This  halie  man  of  ane  religious  place 

Abbot  he  wes  ane  weill  lang  tyrae  and  space, 

With  ten  brether  of  greit  auctoritie. 

In  Scotland  come  Convallus  for  to  se. 

With  all  honour  that  sic  ane  man  suld  haif,  28,135 

This  Convallus  Columba  did  ressaue, 

Quhilk  of  his  cuming  wes  richt  blyth  and  glaid, 

And  freindfullie  richt  oft  to  him   he  said, 

"  Welcum  ^e  ar,  my  deir  father,   to  me, 

"  With  all  my  hart,  and  euir  moir  salbe.  28,140 

"  And  all  ^our  brether  that  ar  with  low  heir, 

"  To  me  alway  sail  tender  be  and  deir." 

And  in  his  armes  tenderlie  lies  tone 

This  halie  man  and  his  brether  ilkone. 
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Col.  2.        So  did  the  lordis  all  that  stude  him  by,  28,ii5 

Imbrasit  thame  that  tyme  full  tenderly. 
Ouir  all  Scotland  tha  come  baith  far  and  neir. 
This  halie  man  Columba  for  to  heir, 
Ilk  da  be  da  into  greit  multitude 
Of  riche  and  puir  ouir  all,  baith  ill  and  gude.      28,150 
He  tliocht  him  happie  into  na  degrie, 
This  halie  man  that  come  nocht  for  to  se. 

How   CONVALLUS,  THE    KiNG   OF    SCOTTIS,    OIIDANIT 
ANE    PlAC[e]    in    IoNA    YlE   TO   COLUMLA. 

Ane  fair  tempill  thair  wes  in  lona  Yle, 

That  biggit  wes  befoir  ane  weill  lang  quliile 

Be  secund  ^  Fergus  as  I  said  lang  syne,  28, 155 

Quhair  ordand  wes  the  sepulture  diuyne 

Of  euerie  king  with  greit  solempnitie, 

Quhilk  wes  ane  place  of  greit  auctoritie. 

This  plesand  place  wes  presentit  thair  in  plane 

To  this  Columba  quhair  he  suld  remane,  28,160 

Of  his  brether,  siclike  of  all  the  lawe 

Wes  thair  befoir,  auctoritie  to  hawe. 

That  place  sensyne  quhair  he  remanit  still, 

It  callit  wes  to  name  Ecolumkill. 

How  BrUDEUS,    THE   KiNG    OF  PeCHTIS,    SEND   FOR 

Columba  to  preiche  into  his  Landis  Goddis 
Word. 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  callit  Brudeus,  28,165 

The  bruther  sone  that  wes  of  Modredus, 

Of  quhome  befoir  schort  quhile  to  ^ow  I  schcAV, 

Of  this  Columba  quhen  he  hard  and  knew, 

Riclit  greit  desyr  he  had  him  for  to  se. 

And  send  for  him  with  all  humanitie ;  28,170 


'  In  MS.  Beseikand. 
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Beseikand  liim  with  liartlie  mynd  and  will, 

For  his  plesom-  that  he  v/ald  cmn  him  till, 

The  word  of  God  in  his  boundis  to  schaw, 

And  to  him  self,  quhaii'by  that  he  mycht  knaw 

The  faith  of  Christ  and  law  to  vnderstand.  28,175 

This  halie  man  wes  reddie  at  command  : 

Syne  with  his  brether  ^  efter  on  ane  day, 

To  Lowtheane  passit  the  narrest  way, 

And  fand  the  king  into  Camelidone, 

Quhilk  wes  riclit  blyth,  sua  wes  the  laue  ilkone,  28;180 

Of  his  cuming,  alss  blyth  as  tha  micht  be, 

So  greit  desyr  tha  had  him  all  to  se ; 

Ressaueand  him  with  reuerence,  laud  and  gioir, 

That  present  wes  that  tyme  baith  less  and  moir. 

First  with  the  king  in  commonyng  ho  teid,  28,185 

With  lordis  syne  ilkane  as  tha  thocht  neid  ; 

Syne  efterwart  thai  passit  vp  and  doun, 

Preichand  the  faith  in  euerie  place  and  toun, 

In  Wicomage  and  als  Loundonia, 

And  all  the  pairtis  of  Siluria.  28,190 


How   Sanct   Mungo,   the  halie  Bischop,   aiw 
Sanct  Colum  met  togidder  in  Glasgow, 

AND    SYNE    PASSIT    TO    CaLIDONA     AND      BAID 
thair  ane  QUHILE. 

The  halie  bischop  callit  wes  Mungo, 

Remanand  was  that  tymc  into  Glasgow.  '  Col.  i. 

The  sone  he  wes  of  king:  Euo-enius, 

And  dochter  sone  also  to  king  Lothus, 

The  quhilk  Tenew  wes  callit  to  hir  name.  28,195 

Quhen  scho  wes  toimg  and  fluresand  in  fame, 

This  king  Eugene  into  his  tender  age, 

Magir  hir  will,  he  wes  of  sic  curage, 

'  In  MS.  bruthcr. 
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Deflorit  hir,  for  scho  micht  not  liim  lat, 

This  lialie  man  that  tynie  with  hir  he  gat.  28,2co 

The  halie  man  callit  wes  Columba, 

With  this  Mungo  convenit  on  ane  da, 

Into  Glasgow  quhair  tha  remanit  still, 

At  greit  laser  ane  lang  tyme  at  thair  will. 

Syne  to  ane  place  togidder  baith  ar  gone,  28,205 

That  callit  wes  the  castell  of  Calidone, 

Quhair  that  the  king  Convallus  for  the  tyme, 

Ane  fair  tempill  gart  big  with  stane  and  lyme, 

Richt  neirhand  Tay  vpoun  ane  plesand  plane, 

With  vther  lugeing  quhair  men  micht  remane,      28,210 

Within  that  tempill  for  to  sing  and  say, 

Quhair  now  standis  ane  fair  tempill  this  da, 

Of  ony  ^it  that  euir  I  hard  of  tell, 

The  quhilk  to  name  is  callit  now  Dunkell. 

Thir  halie  men  ane  lang  quhile  did  remane  28,215 

Into  that  place  richt  opinlie  and  plane, 

The  faith  of  Christ  instructand  euerie  da 

To  Athoill  men  and  of  Orestia, 

Of  Calidone  and  vther  partis  by ; 

Without  mesour  did  ilk  da  multiply  28,220 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  ouir  all  part  far  and  neir. 

The  word  of  God  of  thame  that  tyme  to  heir. 

Thair  tha  remanit  neirhand  by  the  space 

Of  half  ane  teir  into  that  samin  place. 

In  greit  glaidnes,  quhair  none  did  vther  greif,      28,225 

Syne  tenderlie  than  half  tha  tane  thair  leif 

How    Sanct    Mungo    and   Colump.a    departit  ; 

THE    tane    PASSIT    TO    GLASGOW,     THE    TOTHER 

TO   Iona  Yle. 

The  halie  bischop  callit  wes  Mungow, 

He  passit  hame  agane  onto  Glasgow. 

Columba  als  in  the  samin  quhile, 

Without  sojorne  passit  to  Moiia  Yle  ;  28,230 
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And  in  that  place  bot  scliort  quhile  did  remane, 

S3me  on  to  Yrland  passit  is  agane. 

Into  Yreland  agane  qulien  lie  come  hame, 

Of  his  cuming  the  rumor   and  the  fame, 

Ouir  all  the  land  it  ^eid  baith  far  and  neir  ;        28,235 

Richt  mony  come  of  his  tydenis  to  speir. 

At  him  that  tyme  tlia  sperit  eiierie  one 

How  he  wes  tretit  into  Albione  ? 

Quhat  wes  the  vse,  thair  fassoun  and  tbair  law. 

And  quhat  mervell  amang  tliame  thair  he  saw?   28,240 

And  he  agane  sic  ansuer  maid  ilk  deill, 

Sayand,   with  thame  he  wes  resauit  weiU, 

With  king  and  queue,  lordis  and  all  the  laif, 

With  mair  honour  nor  he  wes  worth  to  haif 

Sayand  also,  tha  keipit  weill  the  law ;  28,245 

As  for  farleis  richt  few  thairin  he  saw, 

Exceptand  ane  all  vther  did  exceid 

That  euir  he  saw  or  in  his  tyme  did  reid  ; 

This  Convallus,  that  wes  of  Scottis  king, 

At  his  desyre  haifFand  all  erthlie  thing,  28,250      Col.  2. 

With  greit  plesour  of  sporting  and  of  pla, 

In  meit  and  drink  richt  delicat  ilk  da, 

Quliilk  causis  men  richt  far  for  to  misknaw 

God  and  him  self,  and  till  abuse  the  law ; 

And  ay  the  moir  thairin  that  he  wes  vsit,  28,255 

The  warld  euir  the  farrar  he  refusit. 

And  ay  the  moir  to  vertew  that  he  grew, 

And  sic  exempill  to  the  laif  he  schew, 

That  neuir  man  micht  sa  in  word  and  deid 

That  he  did  wrang,  without  thairof  tha  leid ;         28,2G0 

And  aU  the  kirkmen  in  that  land  that  war, 

In  godlines  he  did  exceid  richt  far. 

Rejosit  wes  thairof  baith  aid  and  ^ing, 

Herand  sic  loving  of  that  nobill  king  ; 

For  oft  of  him  tha  hard  speik  of  befoir,  28,205 

How  that  his  name  extollit  wes  with  gloir. 
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Ane  man  with  vertew  that  is  kend  and  prouuit, 

With  euirilk  man  richt  gritlie  wilbe  louit ; 

So  is  all  thing  that  in  the  self  is  gude. 

And  for  that  cans,  heir  schortlie  to  conclude,         28,270 

So  wes  this  king,  quhair  that  his  deid  wes  kend, 

Into  the  mouth  of  all  men  with  commend. 

How   CONVALLUS    CAUSIT    COLUMBA   TO    BRING   OUT 

OF    Yeeland    Adamus    the    Son    of  Con- 

RANUS,    that    fled      ERA     HIM      BEFOIR     WITH 

HIS  Mother  into  Yreland. 

Nocht  lang  gane  syne  as  that  I  schew  tow  heir, 

Conranus  sone,  befoir  richt  mony  teir, 

For  king  Eugene  that  tyme  wes  soir  adred,  28,275 

With  his  mother  into  Yreland  that  fled, 

The  quhilk  to  name  wes  callit  Adamus, 

At  the   command  of  this  king  Convallus, 

The  halie  man  Columba  hame  lies  brocht 

In  Albione  with  all  honour  he  mocht,  28,280 

Efter  the  tyme   of  this  Convallus  deid. 

In  Albione  to  ring  into  his  steid. 

And  as  he  come  than  sailland  ouir  the  sand, 

In  Albione   quhair  that  he   tuke  first  land 

The  nychbour  men  that  duelt  into  that  steid,       28,285 

Tha  schew  to  him  that  Convallus  wes  deid ; 

Sayand  the  lordis  of  that  land   ilkone. 

To  lona  Yle  on   with  his  corss  ar  gone. 

With  ceremonie  to  put  in  sejoulture. 

So  ^  Columba  tuik  on  him  greit  cuir  28,290 

And  bissines,   suppois  he  wes  wnblyth, 

To  lona  Yle  quhill  that  he  come  rycht  swyth. 

The  lordis  all  that  tyme  baith  les  and  mair, 

Richt  blyth  tha  war  than  of  his  cuming  thair; 

'  In  US.  To. 
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And  still  remanit  quliill  the  auclitane  da,  28,293 

Obsequies  thairfoir  to  sing  and  sa. 

Qulien  that  wes  done,  within  ane  litill  quhile, 

The  lordis  all  convenit  in  Argyle, 

With  haill  consent  than  baith  of  aid  and  ^ing, 

For  to  declair  quhome  that  tha  wald  mak  king.  28,300 


How    Kynnatillus,    the     Bruther    of    Con- 

VALLUS,      WES      CROWNIT      KiNG      EFTER      THE 

Deid  of  Convallus,   and   OF  HIS  Tyme. 

Efter  the  deid  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir  Lib.9,f.i39b 

Of  Convallus,  quhilk  wes  in  the  tent  ^eir  Col.  1. 

Then  of  his  ring,  syne  of  the  teir  of  God 

Fyve  hundreth  teir,  sevintie  and  audit  als  od, 

With  haill  consent  thair  baith  of  gude  and  ill,      28,305 

Convallus  bruther  callit  Kynnatill, 

Ane  plesand  man  richt  lustie  and  benyng, 

Of  Scotland  than  wes  crownit  to  be  king. 

Of  his  deidis  I  can  nocht  tell  low  heir, 

For-quhy  his  tyme  wes  lytill  ouir  ane  teir.  28,310 

Schort  quhile  efter  he  did  his  croun  resaue, 

In  the  presens  of  the  lordis  and  the  lawe, 

This  Adamus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 

Richt  jfreindfuUie  into  his  armis  did  tak, 

And  bad  he  suld  of  gude  confort  than  be,  28,315 

Richt  weiH  he  wist  within  schort  quhile  that  he 

Thair  sould  succeid  into  his  faderis  steid. 

And  bruik  the  croun  but  contrapley  or  pleid. 

And  as  he  said,  richt  sone  it  come  to  hand  ; 

The  tuentie  day  efter,  I  wnderstand,  28,320 

He  wes  crownit  and  tuke  on  him  the  cuir. 

Throw  sair  seiknes,  thocht  he  wes  stark  and  stuir, 

He  tuke  that  tyme,  quhilk  maid  him  ay  on  steir 

Continuallie  tua  moneth  and  ane  ^eir, 

VOL.  II.  S 
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Langar  to  suffer  had  nother  strentli  nor  mycht,  28,325 
He  tuke  his  leif  and  bad  thame  all  gude  nycht. 
In  lona  Yle  tha  pat  him  in  his  graue, 
With  all  honour  siclike  as  wes  the  laue. 


How  Adamus  was  crownit  King  be  the 
Handis  of  the  haly  Man  Columba  efter 
THE  Deith  of  King  Ktnnetillus. 

Efter  his  deid  within  ane  litill  quhile, 

The  lordis  all  convenit  in   Argyle  ;  28,330 

With  thame  that  tyme  Columba  haif  tha  brocht, 

But  his  aduiss  the  lordis  wald  do  nocht. 

With  haill  consent  of  all  wes  in  that  steid, 

The  diademe  he  lies  set  vpoun  the  heid 

Of  Adamus,  with  sword,  sceptour  and  ring,  23,335 

And  crownit  him  of  Scotland  to  be  king  ; 

Quhome  of  that  tyme  greit  prophecie  he  spak, 

Quhairof  as  now  I  list  no  mentioun  mak. 

Ouir  lang  it  war  gif  I  suld  all  report. 

And  weiU  te  wait  my  tyme  is  verie  schort.  28,340 

In  that  mater  now  I  will  mute  no  moir, 

Bot  turne  agane  quhair  I  come  fra  befoir. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  tha  tuke  thair  leif  ilkone, 

And  euerie  man  ane  sindrie  gait  is  gone. 

This  ilk  Columba  in  the  samin  quhile,  28,345 

To  his  bruther  passit  in  lona  Yle. 

This  Adamus,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

With  ane  armie  passit  in  Gallowa. 

Richt  mony  cheif  that  tyme  in  to  that  land, 

Of  Britis  blude  befoir  him  thair  he  fand ;  28,350 

Sone  efterwart,  within  ane  litill  we, 

Vpoun  ane  gallons  maid  thame  all  to  die, 

And  put  that  land  into  gude  pece  and  rest. 

With  tha  theuis  wes  puneist  and  opprest. 
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How  AD.UIUS  MAID  Thre  Jugis  into  Scotland. 

This  beand  clone  he  ordanit  in  that  tyde,  28,355 

Thre  gude  judgis  the  haill  realme  for  to  gyde : 

Ane  in  Caitnes  and  ane  in  Gallowa,  Col, 2. 

The  thrid  siclike  into  Locquhabria, 

Justice  and  law  quhairfoir  to  execute 

To  puir  and  riche,  without  ony  refute.  28,360 

This  ilk  Columba,  clene  and  innocent, 

Gart  sit  besyde  thame  into  judgment, 

To  heir  and  se  that  tha  sould  nocht  do  wrang. 

The  lawis  thus  wes  led  in  Scotland  lang. 

That  thift  and  reif,  and  slauchter  all  did  ceiss ;    28,365 

Greit  plentie  wes  in  Scotland  lang  of  peice, 

Into  all  part  but  ony  oppin  wrang. 

Bot  fals  Fortoun,  that  will  nocht  suffer  lang 

No  stait  to  stand  into  stabilitie ; 

Efter  sic  peax  and  grit  tranquillitie,  28,370 

Richt  sone  tha  grew  into  greit  insolence, 

Quhilk  efterwart  did  Scotland  greit  offence. 


How   the  Lordis    of    Scotland    discordit    at 
the  huntis,  quhair  throw  thair  followit 

RICHT   GREIT   SkAITH. 

Greit  men  of  gude  at  hunting  on  ane  da, 

Of  licht  motioun,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Conteudit  hes,  I  can  nocht  tell  the  cans,  28,375 

Quhill  that  the  waikest  ieid  sone  to  the  wawis, 

And  greit  slauchter  wes  maid  into  the  tyme. 

Syne  tha  that  wes  committaris  of  the  cryme, 

Quhen  tha  war  socht  for  to  thoill  law  tliairfoir, 

In  Loutheane  tha  fled  baith  les  and  moir  28,380 

To  Brudeus,  quhilk  wes  of  Pechtis  king, 

Beseikand  him  with  wordis  richt  benyng, 

S  2 
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Within  his  hxndis  for  to  lat  thame  leind 

With  his  flmour,  and  be  to  thame  ane  freind. 

For  saikles  men  tha  said  that  tha  had  shine,         28,3S5 

Within  Scotland  tha  durst  nocht  weill  remane. 


How  Adamus  send  to  Brudeus  ane  Herald. 

Quhen  Adamus  hard  tell  that  tha  wer  fled, 

To   Brudeus  richt  sone  after  he  sped 

Ane  messinger,  desyring  to  restoir 

Tha  flemit  men  that  fled  fra  him  befoir,  28,390 

Throw  the  conditioun  that  wes  maid  beforne, 

Quhen  ilk  till  vther  bodalie  wer  sworne  ; 

And  in  that  poynt  most  speciall  of  the  laue, 

No  flemit  men  of  vtheris  till  ressaue. 

For  no  requeist  that  he  culd  mak  thaii-foir,  28,395 

This  Brudeus  wald  nocht  agane  restoir. 

So  greit  petie  of  thame  that  tyme  he  had, 

Sen  tha  for  girth  so  far  to  him  hed  fled  ; 

Als  in  the  tyme  he  treittit  thame  richt  weill. 

This  messinger,  quliilk  had  ane  richt  grit  feill       28,400 

For  no  requeist  to  be  that  tyme  ontred, 

Come  hame  agane  and  his  erand  vnsped, 

And  schew  the  king  sic  ansuer  as  he  gat. 

This  Adamus  wald  nocht  tit  leif  with  that, 

Bot  sindrie  syis  he  send  agane  him  till,  28,405 

Ane  lang  quhile  so  la  waittand  on  his  will. 

Syne  quhen  he  saw  he  gat  nocht  his  desyre, 

He  grew  in  anger  hett  as  ony  fyre, 

And  maid  ane  vow  he  suld  revenijit  be 

Of  that  injure  richt  suddantlie,  or  die.  28,4io 
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How  Adamus,  the  King  of  Scottis,  send  ane 

GRIT     AkMIE     in     OrESTIA,    AND     TUIK     AWAY 
GREIT   SpUL^E. 

Syne  efterwart  gart  tak  vpoim  ane  da,  Lib.9,  f.i4o. 

Richt  grit  spul^ie  out  of  Orestia ;  °  '^' 

Wes  nothing  fre  befoir  thame  that  tha  fand, 

And  slew  the  men  that  maid  stop  or  ganestand. 

The  Pechtis  als  siclike  vpone  ane  da,  28,415 

With  gi-eit  power  passit  in  Gallowa ; 

Makand  heirschip  ouir  all  baith  far  and  neir, 

And  greit  slauchter  that  horribill  wes  till  heir. 

The  Scottis  syne  that  micht  nocht  suffer  weill, 

With  mony  stalwart  that  war  clad  in  steill,  28,420 

In  Wicomage  richt  suddantlie  thai  send. 

The  Pechtis  quhilk  weill  [of]  thair  cuming  kend, 

Wes  reddie  bydand  in  till  ordour  gude, 

And  gaif  thame  battell  neii'by  Carroun  flude. 

On  euerie  syde  so  stalwartlie  tha  stude,  28,425 

Quhill  all  the  brume  wes  browdiit  ouir  with  blude  ; 

And  mony  semelie  wnder  scheild  wes  slane, 

So  pertlie  than  tha  previt  on  the  plane. 

How  THE  Pechtis  tynt  the  Feild,  and  fled 
efter  that  thair  King  wes  slane. 

The  Pechtis  proude,  thocht  tha  war  bald  and  wycht, 

Out  of  the  feild  tha  fled  and  tuke  the  flicht         29,430 

On  till  ane  mos  that  wes  richt  neir  hand  by, 

And  left  the  Scottis  with  the  victorie. 

Quhairof  that  tyme  tha  war  bot  richt  vnfane, 

For-quhy  thair  prince  into  the  feild  wes  slane, 

Tlie  eldest  sone  wes  of  this  Adamus,  24,435 

Arthure  to  name,  ane  chiftane  cheualrus ; 

Than  of  his  deid  moir  drerie  wes  ilk  man, 

Na  tha  war  blyth  of  victorie  tha  wan. 
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How    THE    HALIE     MAN    CALLIT    CoLUMBA    BLAMIT 

Adamus,  THE  King  of  Scottis,  for  injust 
Battell  he  mouit  aganis  the  King  of 
Pechtis. 

Qulien  thir  tydenis  wer  to  Columba  tald, 

Withoutin  baid  na  langar  byde  he  wald,  28,440 

Quhill  that  he  come  to  Adamus  the  king, 

And  blamit  him  richt  soirlie  for  that  thincr, 

Quhy  that  he  sould,  without  caus  oi*  querrell, 

Dispone  him  self  into  sic  dout  and  perrell  ; 

And   wirk    sic    wrang,  quhair    that   he    had   na     21,445 

caus, 
At  his  plesour,  without  ordour  or  lawis, 
Brekkand  the  band  to  Brudeus  he  maid, 
Without  causs  his  landis  to  invaid  ; 
And  for  to  wirk  sic  wrangis  and  injure 
Vpone  the  pepill  innocent  and  puir,  28,450 

Quhilk  faillit  neuir  to  him  in  thair  tyme. 
Quhairfoir,  he  said,  the  grit  injure  and  cryme, 
Richt  Weill  he  wist,  wer  it  nocht  mendit  sone, 
He  suld  forthink  richt  soir  that  he  had  done ; 
For-quhy,  he  said,  for  sic  wrang  and  wnrycht,      28,455 
The  hand  of  God  on  him  richt  sone  suld  licht, 
That  efterwart  he  suld  exempill  be 
To  all  this  warld  for  his  iniquitie. 
Syne  tuke  his  leve,  bad  him  gude  nycht  in  plane, 
No  langar  thair  sayand  he  wald  remane  ;  28,460 

For-quhy  he  dred  sone  efter  for  to  se, 
The  hand  of  God  with  sic  crudelitie 
Wald  licht  on  him  sone  efterwart,  he  knew 
Sould  mak  all  Scotland  euir  moir  till  rew. 
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How  AdAJIUS,   for    GREIT    DiSPLESOURE    that    he         Col.  2. 
HAD    DONE    WrANG,     GRAT     BEFOIR     CoLUMBA 
THE   HALIE   MaN. 

Quhen  this  wes  said  as  te  liaif  hard  me  mene,    28,465 

The  bitter  teiiis  fra  Adamus  ene, 

Evin  lyke  ane  strand  out  of  ane  well  tha  sprang, 

Weipand  for  wo  that  he  had  wroeht  sic  wrang. 

Dreidand  thairfoir  the  hand  of  God  suld  lycht 

On  him  richt  sone,  for  sic  wrang  and  vnrycht,      28,470 

With  sobbing  soir  Columba  did  beseik, 

Eicht  piteouslie  with  wordis  myld  and  nieik, 

Of  his  coimsall  how  that  he  sould  amend  ; 

Sayaud  no  moir  agane  he  sould  offend 

To  God  or  man,  so  far  as  he  had  mycht,  28,475 

And  to  reforme  all  wrangis  and  wnrycht ; 

All  skaitli  and  dampnage  also  to  restoir, 

In  tyme  bigane  committit  wes  befoir. 

How    Columba    maid    Peax    betuix  the  Tua 
Kingis. 

This  halie  man  had  greit  compassioun, 

Quhen  that  he  hard  his  lamentatioun,  28,480 

Takand  on  hiiu  greit  bissines  and  euir, 

And  sindrie  syis  betuix  thir  kingis  fuir. 

Ane  lang  quhile  so  richt  wyislie  that  he  wroeht, 

Thir  kingis  boith  in  concord  till  he  brocht, 

Reformand  all  the  faltis  maid  befoir ;  28,485 

The  spukie  als  agane  he  gart  restoir; 

The  band  siclike  he  gart  agane  renew, 

And  ilk  syde  sworne  for  to  be  leill  and  trew  ; 

Malice  and  yre  forgiffin  wes  alhaill, 

In  tyme  to  cum  nane  suld  to  vther  faill.  28,490 

Syne  tuke  his  leif  within  ane  htill  quhile. 

And  passit  hame  agane  to  lona  Yle, 
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Vpone  his  [fit],  alss  oft  bairfeit  as  schod, 

Amang  his  brether  in  honour  of  God, 

And  his  moder  the  Virgin  most  bening,  28,495 

Dalie  thair  seruice  for  to  say  and  sing. 

Sone  efter  that  I  find  into  my  buik, 

Quhen  he  come  hame  ane  greit  seiknes  him  tuke, 

Quhilk  him  dalie  vexit  with  gute  and  gravell. 

Fra  that  da  furth  he  docht  no  moir  to  travell,     28,500 

Bot  tuke  him  rest,  as  my  authour  did  sa, 

Into  the  closter  quhill  his  latter  da. 

Heir  will  I  leve  him  into  lona  Yle, 

And  to  the  Saxonis  turne  agane  my  style. 


How   THE    iSAXONIS,    EFTER   THE   DeID   OF   JUKMAU- 
RIK,    DIUYDIT   InQLAND   IN   SeVIN   KiNRlKIS. 

This  Jurmeurik  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald,  28,505 

The  king  of  Saxonis  bellicois  and  bald, 
Quhen  he  departit  of  this  present  lyfe, 
No  barne  he  had  that  tyme  borne  of  his  wyfe 
That  lauchfuU  wes  to  him  for  to  succeid. 
For  that  same  caus,  as  sals  my  author  Beid,         28,5io 
And  als  thairwith  for  mair  auctoritie. 
Of  mony  kingis,^  for  greit  securitie, 
The  Saxonis  ring,  quhilk  wes  of  pomp  and  pryde, 
In  sevin  kinrikis  that  tyme  tha  gart  diuyde. 
To  sevin  kingis  of  greit  power  and  miclit.  28,515 

So  that  the  Britis  for  to  reskew  thair  rieht, 
LiK9,f.i4ob.   In  Albione  quhat  euir  efter  befall, 

Sould  liaif  no  strenth  aganis  thir  kingis  all. 

The  northmest  king,  as  ye  sail  wnderstand, 

Wes  Edelfred,  king  of  Northumberland,  28,52o 


•  In  MS.  king  kingis. 


Col.  1. 
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Ane  subtill  man  and  of  ingyne  riclit  hie, 

In  all  his  tyme  he  wes  baith  fals  and  slie. 

Baith  da  and  nycht  it  wes  ay  in  his  thocht 

For  to  delait  his  kinrik  and  he  mocht ; 

Wes  nocht  to  him  moir  thankfuU  in  his  lyfe,        28,525 

Na  vtlier  kingis  for  to  fecht  and  stryfe  ; 

Rejosit  wes  quhen  he  hard  sic  thing  spokin, 

Traistand  richt  weill  quhen  thair  power  wer  brokin. 

To  vincust  thame  with  litill  sturt  or  dyn, 

With  sic  wayis  thair  landis  for  to  wyn.  28,530 

How  Edfridus,   King  of  Norththumberland, 
cAUsiT  THE  King  of  Pechtis  to  make  Weir 

WITH   THE    ScOTTIS. 

And  for  that  cans  to  Brudeus  he  send, 

Desyring  him  with  Scottis   to  contend, 

Fra  tha  did  nocht  the  haill  spul^ie  restoir, 

That  wranofusUe  tha  tuke  fra  him  befoir. 

And  for  that  cans  he  micht,  without  reprove,       22,535 

Ane  just  battell  agane  him  for  to  move, 

Qulien  euir  he  thocht  expedient  to  be, 

Of  him  he  sould  haif  greit  help  and  supple. 

This  Brudeus,  that  knew  weill  his  intent, 

Till  his  desyre  wald  nocht  gif  his  consent  ;  28,540 

Quliill  efterwart  he  causit  wes  till  dude 

Be  his  lordis,  the  quhilk  wer  men  of  gude, 

In  quliome  that  tyme  he  did  richt  far  confyde, 

Con-uptit  war  be  this  king  Edilfryde, 

Throw  gi-eit  reward  he  gaif  thame  to  thair  28,545 

meid, 
With  Brudeus  his  mater  for  to  speid. 
To  Adamus  tha  send  riclit  sone  in  hy, 
Gaif  ouir  the  band  and  did  him  than  defy  ; 
And  for  that  caus  he  did  nocht  [thame]  restoir 
The  haill  spul^e  wes  tane  fra  thame  befoir  ;  28,55o 
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And  secimdlie;  richt  mony  Scottis  cheif 
Within  tliair  bonndis  had  done  grit  inischeif, 
And  hereit  had  tha  partis  moir  and  les, 
Quhairof  agane  tha  culd  get  no  redres. 


How  Adamus,  the  King  of  Scottis,  maid  ane 
Band  with  the  Britis  aganis  the  Pechtis. 

Then  king  Adan,  quhen  that  he  kend  and  28,555 

knew 
Vnkyndlie  wes  the  Pechtis  till  be  trew, 
In  quhome  no  man  micht  traist  or  lit  confyde, 
And  the  dissait  als  of  this  Edilfryde, 
Thairfoir  with   Britis  he  lies  maid  ane  band, 
Gif  Edilfryde  and  Pechtis  in  his  land  28,o60 

With  battell  come  to  seik  thame  or  perse av, 
Richt  haistelie  he  suld  in  thair  reskew 
Come  thair  him  self,  with  all  power  and  mycht ; 
And  tlia  siclike  defend  him  in  his  rycht, 
Gif  efterwart  so  liapnit  for  to  be,  28,565 

That  tha  suld  cum  siclyke  in  his  supple. 

How  Edfridus  and  Brudeus  passit  in  Weir  on 
THE  Scottis. 

Col.  2,       King  Edilfrid  that  knew  [richt]  weill  that  thing, 
Convenit  lies  with  Brudeus  the  king, 
Of  bernis  bald,  with  mekle  brag  and  bost, 
In  feir  of  weir  witli  ane  greit  royall  ost,  28,570 

Withoutin  stop  or  ouy  moir  ganestand, 
Syne  enterit  hes  into  the  Britis  land, 
For  that  same  causs,  as  wes  the  commoun  fame, 
The  king  of  Scottis  to  draw  richt  far  fra  hame. 
Be  sic  wayis  and  wylis  he  did  vvirk,  28,575 

Traistand  the  Scottis  for  till  tyre  and  irk, 
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In  mos  and  mure,  in  montane  and  in  myre, 

Throw  sic  travell  trowaud  that  tha  suld  tyre. 

^it  neuirtheles  the  nobill  Scottis  king, 

With  mony  freik  weill  furneist  in  all  thing,  28,580 

Come  thair  richt  sone  the  Britis  to  supple, 

On  the  best  wayes  that  he  culd  bodin  be. 

This  Edilfrid  and  Brudeus  also, 

Postponit  lies  to  battell  for  till  go  ; 

Ilk  da  be  da  that  wes  thair  haill  desyr,  28,585 

With  lang  tarie  the  Scottis  for  till  tyre. 

Qui)  ill  that  the  victuall  wer  consumit  haill ; 

Quhairthrow  on  force  tha  suld  be  maid  to  faill, 

And  euirilk  day  thair  power  be  maid  les, 

And  thair  power  suld  grow  and  incres.  28,590 

How  Fynlyxus,  the  King  of  West  Saxone,  was 

VINCUST  AVITHT  AdAMUS,  THE  KiNG  OF  SCOTTIS. 

That  samin  tyme  of  West  Saxone  the  king, 

Callit  Fynlyn,  come  with  ane  gay  gadering. 

In  the  supple  of  this  king  Edilfrid ; 

Syne  rayit  him  vpoune  ane  reuer  syde, 

In  breist  plait,  braser,  and  in  birny  brycht.  28,595 

This  king  Adan  of  him  quhen  he  gat  sycht, 

He  gaif  command  na  langar  for  to  byde, 

Bot  gif  thame  battell  suddantlie  that  tyde. 

Or  Edilfryde  or  he  wer  met  togidder, 

Thairto  the  laif  wes  nothing  sweir  nor  lither :       28,600 

Suppois  he  wes  into  the  grittar  number, 

Tha  counterit  him,  and  countit  of  na  cummer, 

With  sic  ane  rusche  that  all  the  rochis  rang, 

Quhill  speris  brak,  and  all  in  spalis  sprang 

Aboue  thair  heid,  richt  heiche  into  the  air;  28,605 

And  brandis  bricht,  that  scharpe  as  rasour  sliair, 

Richt  baldlie  thair  thai  baitht  in  vtheris  blude. 

Into  that  stour  sa  stalwartlie  tha  stude, 


Col.  1. 
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And  previt  vther  pertlie  on  the  plane, 
Quhill  that  Cuta,  Fynlynus  sone,  wes  slane,  28,6io 

His  narrest  air,  of  West  Saxone  the  prince. 
The  laif  no  langar  baid  to  mak  defence; 
Out  of  the  feild  that  tyme  on  fit  and  horss 
Tha  fled  richt  fast,  to  thame  it  wes  sic  force, 
Sa  mony  thousand  of  thame  thair  wes  slane ;       28,615 
Fra  tyme  tha  fled  tha  durst  neuir  luke  agane. 
The  Scottis  fast  that  followit  on  the  chace, 
Greit  slauchter  maid  in  mony  sindrie  place, 
Quhair  that  tha  fled  heir  and  thair  ouir  aw. 
Adanus  ^  than  ane  trumpet  hes  gart  blaw,  28,620 

Quhilk  causit  thame  for  to  returne  agane, 
Syne  pat  thame  all  in  ordour  on  that  plane  ; 
In  gude  array  gart  thame  remane  thair  still. 
Lib.  9,  f.  I -11.    Quhill  that  he  wist  this  Edilfridus  will, 

In  tha  boundis  gif  he  wald  langar  byde,  28,625 

And  gif  battell  or  pas  his  way  that  tyde. 

And  for  that  cans  he  gart  thame  thair  remane. 

In  gude  ordour  stand  still  vpoun  that  plane. 

Mellefluat  than  wes  the  melodic 

Tha  maid  that  tyme,  for  the  greit  victorie  28,630 

In  that  feild  fechtand  that  tyme  thai  wan, 

With  mensfcralie  and  mirth  of  euerie  man. 

Than  as  tha  war  at  sic  sporting  and  pla, 

This  Edilfrid,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

And  Brudeus  with  power  les  and  moir,  28,635 

And  Fynlynus  the  quhilk  that  fled  befoir, 

With  all  thair  power  knit  in  ane  togidder, 

Towart  Adanus  sped  thame  richt  fast  bidder. 

With  mony  berne  buskit  in  armour  bricht. 

Syne  quhen  tha  come  into  the  Scottis  sicht,  28,640 

At  the  first  blenk  tha  did  vpone  thame  luke, 

Of  thair  attyre  so  greit  terrour  tha  tuke, 

'  Sic,  ct  postea,  in  MS. 
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That  tlia  foriefc  all  blythnes  and  all  boiird ; 

Amang  tliame  all  wes  nocht  spokin  anc  word, 

Bot  in  the  tyme  tha  held  thame,  all  and  sum,      28,615 

Als  still  and  quyet  as  tha  had  bene  dura. 

This  Adanus  thairof  he  thocht  greit  ill, 

Quhen  he  thame  knew  so  quiet  and  so  still, 

Dreidand  full  soir  that  all  suld  nocht  go  richt ; 

And  for  that  cans  ascendit  to  ane  hicht,  28,650 

Into  ane  place  aboue  thame  all  full  hie, 

Quhair  euerie  man  micht  him  baith  heir  and  se ; 

Syne  in  the  presens  of  thame  all  wes  thair, 

He  said  to  thame  thir  Avordis  les  and  mair. 


How  Adanus,  the  King  of  Scottis,   maid  his 
Oresoun  to  his  Men  befoir  the  Feild, 

"  0  le,"  he  said,  "  that  victouris  wer  richt  now,  28,655 

"  So  suddantlie  quhat  is  it  causis  tow 

"  Disconfort  tak  so  sone  heir  at  ane  sicht, 

"  Withoutin  pruif  of  thair  strenthis  or  micht, 

"  Quhilk  vincust  thame  that  power  had  far  moir, 

"  In  the  last  feild  quhair  that  te  faucht  befoir  ?  28,660 

''  Quhairof  we  aucht  the  moir  curage  to  tak  ; 

"  On  to  ws  all  it  wai-  ane  lestand  lak 

"  For  euir  moir,  with  greit  repreif  and  schame, 

"  Heir  in  this  place  beand  so  far  fra  hame, 

"  Withoutin  straik,  of  sic  ane  mad  mente  28,665 

"  So  schamefullie  to  turne  oure  bak  and  fie. 

"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "sen  we  half  all  the  rycht, 

"  And  sic  power,  ordenance  and  micht, 

"  Of  men  and  horss  into  sic  multitude, 

"  Knawand  so  weill  that  oure  querrell  is  gude,  '28,670 

"  Thair  is  no  causs  quhairfoir  that  we  suld  dreid  ; 

"  Sen  euerie  man  may  haif  this  tyme  to  meid 

"  Greit  victorie,  with  honour,  laud  and  gloir, 

"  Sic  in  this  warld  wes  neuir  tit  wyn  befoir." 
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Heir  followis  the  Ordour  and  the  Fassoun 
OF  the    Feild  betuix    Adanus    and    Ed- 

FRIDUS. 

Be  this  wes  said,  richt  fraklie  in  the  feild  28,675 

Tha  enterit   all  that  waponis  docht  to  weild. 
King  Adanus,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
The  vangard  led  into  the  feild  that  da, 
AVith  mony  Scot  of  greit  power  and  pryde. 
Col.  2.      King  Brudeus  vpoun  the  tother  syde  28,680 

The  vangard  led,  that  wes  baith  fals  and  sle, 
"With  Pechtis  proude  that  haltane  war  and  he. 
The  tother  wyng  siclike  on  to  ane  Pecht, 
Directit  wes  aganis  ane  Scot  to  fecht, 
With  mony  man  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild,  28,685 
Of  Scot  and  Pecht  that  faucht  into  that  feild. 
King  Edilfryid  in  the  mid  feild  he  faucht 
Agane  the   Britis,  with  his  standert  vpstraucht. 
Fra  ^  bowmen  bald  that  bikkerit  on  the  plane, 
That  da  thair  flew  richt  mony  fedderit  flane,        28,690 
That  perssit  hes  thair  plaven  plaittis  throw, 
And  mony  grume  maid  grislie  for  to  grow. 
The  speiris  scharpe  persit  baith  targe  and  scheild, 
And  Mil  lane  malteis  skaillit  in  the  feild. 
Into  that  stour  that  wes  baith  stif  and  Strang     28,695 
With  dyntis  dour  ilkane  at  vther  dang. 

How    Brudeus,    the     King    of    Pechtis,    was 

WOUNDIT,    AND    FLED    OUT    OF    THE    FeILD. 

So  at  the  last  it  hapnit  for  to  be. 

King  Brudeus  wes  woundit  in  the  thie, 

With  sic  vneis  that  he  doucht  nocht  to  stand, 

That  with  ane  hors  wes  reddie  at  his  hand,  28,7oo 


'  In  MS.  The. 
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Out  of  tlie  feild  tlia  liaistit  him  in  hy 

On  to  liis  tent  that  reddie  wes  neirby. 

The  Pechtis  all  that  da  had  bene  wndone, 

Had  nocht  than  bene  the  Britis  fled  sa  sone. 

Throw  thair  mischance  it  hapnit  so  to  be,  28,705 

The  Pechtis  fled  qulien  that  tha  saw  thame  fle. 

King  Adanus,  that  baid  behind  to  fecht. 

His  zoungest  sone,  the  quhilk  Dongarus  hecht, 

Reskewit  him  throw  his  manheid  and  force, 

Out  of  the  feild  he  put  him  on  ane  hors,  28,7io 

Quhill  he  wes  saifiiie  passit  ouir  the  plane. 

In  his  reskew  this  Dongarus  wes  slane, 

And  Brenyus  the  lord  of  Mona  Yle, 

Into  his  tyme  that  wes  his  richtast  style  ; 

And  Theobald  vpone  the  tother  syde,  28,715 

The  bruther  germane  of  this  Edilftyid  ; 

And  he  him  self  thair  with  ane  straik  fall  sle, 

That  samin  da  thair  loissit  hes  ane  ee. 

And  Cutha  als,  ane  plesand  prince  and  ting, 

Fynlynus  sone,  of  West  Saxone  the  king,  28,720 

Quhairof  his  father  micht  be  rycht  wnfane, 

Tliat  da  befoir  into  the  feild  wes  slane. 

At  Deglastoun,  quhair  mony  knichtis  wer  keild, 

Into  Britane  thair  strikin  wes  this  feild. 


How  Adanus,  the  King  of  Scottis,  passit  in 
Gallowa  and  slew  Edelfryid,  the  King 
of  Northumberland. 

King  Edelfryde,  that  culd  nocht  be  content  28,725 

Of  victorie  that  God  had  to  him  sent, 

Bot  sone  efter,  into  the  synnner  tyde, 

Arrayit  hes  ane  royall  ost  to  ryde 

In  Gallowa,  with  buglis  blawand  loud. 

Kmg  Brudeus  with  all  his  Pechtis  proude,  28,730 
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In  gude  array,  bot  stop  or  ^it  ganestand. 
He  met  with  him  syne  vpone  Sulwa  sand, 
Lih.9,f.  141b.  And  baith  thair  power  jonit  hes  togidder. 

^"'"  '•       King  Adanus,  that  tyme  that  wes  nocht  lidder, 

With  all  his  power  sped  him  iu  the  tyde,  28,735 

To  meit  the  Britis  on  the  bordour  syde, 
Quhair  tryist  wes  set,  richt  lang  befoir  the  da. 
To  meit  thame  thair,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

How  Edelfkyid  vmbeset  the  Gait. 

This  Edelfryid,  as  te  sail  wnderstand, 

He  furneist  hes  the  furdis  of  Annand,  28,740 

And  all  places  quhair  strenthis  war  to  ly. 

So  be  no  way  the  Scottis  miclit  wyn  by 

To  meit  the  Britis  baid  thame  at  the  coist. 

King  Adanus  that  tyme  and  all  his  oist, 

Chesit  ane  place  quhair  tha  micht  byde  all  nycht,  28,745 

And  bekynnis  brynt  with  mony  baillis  biycht, 

And  strenthis  maid  about  thame  quhair  tha  la. 

As  tha  suld  byde  into  that  place  quhill  da. 

Syne  wnder  silence  in  that  samin  nicht, 

Quhen  all  thair  balls  birnand  wer  full  bricht,        28,750 

Be  gude  gydis  tha  gat  into  that  land, 

Passit  ouir  Esk  richt  lauch  ouir  Sulwa  sand, 

And  Annand  baith,  on  to  the  tother  syde, 

And   met   the   Britis   quhilk   thair   on   thame  did 

byde; 
And  enterit  syne  into  Northumberland,  28,755 

And  sparit  nocht  befoir  thame  that  tha  fand 
That  levand  wes,  other  ill  or  gude, 
Distroyand  all  thing  baith  with  fyre  and  blude. 
With  greit  heirschij),  that  hiddeous  wes  till  heir, 
In  till  all  part  tha  maid  baith  far  and  neir.  28,760 


CRONICLIS   OF   SCOTLAND.  289 


How  King  Edilfryid  left  the  Walis  of  An- 

NAND   AND   SPED   HIM    SONE   TO    NORTHUMBER- 
LAND. 

Quhen  this  wes  schawin  to  the  king  Edilfryde, 

Withoutin  tarie  ony  tyme  or  tyde, 

And  Brudeus  siclike  with  him  also, 

That  haistit  thanie  that  tyme,  but  ony  ho, 

On  fit  and  horss  richt  fast  ouir  Suhva  sand,  28,765 

Quliill  that  tha  come  into  Northumbeiland, 

Without  tarie  vther  da  or  nycht. 

Quliill  that  tha  come  into  the  Scottis  sicht, 

In  gude  ordour  togidder  quhair  tha  la. 

Syne  efterwart,  vpoun  the  secund  da,  28,77o 

Thir  proude  princes,  with  mekle  pomp  and  pryde, 

Bownit  for  battell  vpoun  euerie  syde, 

With  baneris  braid  that  browdin  war  full  brycht, 

And  staitlie  standartis  streikit  vpone  hicht, 

And  pensillis  proude,  of  mony  diuerss  hew,  28,775 

Glitterand  as  gold  with  mekle  game  and  glew 

Of  trumpet,  talburne,  and  of  clarion  cleir, 

And  schalmis  schill  that  hevinlie  wes  to  heir. 

Tliir  proude  princes  syne  pertlie  on  that  plane, 

Preuit  thair  pith  ilkane  other  forgane.  28,780 

The  fedderit  flanis  in  the  feild  that  flew 

Throw  birneis  bricht,  richt  mekle  blude  tha  drew ; 

The  speiris  schai'pe,  that  war  baith  grit  and  lang, 

Throw  all  thair  armour  in  thaii"  flesche  tha  thrang, 

With    mony    wound    that    wes    baitli   deip    and    28,785 

wyde, 
In  breist,  in  brow,  in  bak,  and  als  in  syde, 
Quliill  mony  bowell  brist  out  on  the  grene. 
Ana  scharpar  sembla  4it  wes  neuir  sene.  Col.  2. 

Richt  mony  Saxone  deit  thair  that  da. 
Throw  thair  folie,  as  my  author  did  sa,  28,79 

VOL.   II.  T 
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Contemnand  Scottis,  seand  thame  sa  few, 

Without  armour  the  battell  did  persew. 

The  Scottis  men,  that  armit  wes  so  vveill. 

At  euerie  straik  ane  Saxone  knycht  did  keilL 

With  djmtis  dour  tha  draue  thame  to  the  deid,    28,795 

And  ay  agane  thair  enterit  in  tliair  steid, 

Richt  mony  knicht  into  the  feild  agane, 

Prevand  thair  pithtis  pertlie  on  that  plane 

But  victorie,  that  wounder  wes  to  se, 

Thocht  mony  Saxone  thair  wes  done  to  die.  28,800 

How  Adanus  blamit  his  Captanis. 

This  Adanus  thairto  tuik  heid  a  lyte ; 

Traistand  richt  weill  thairof  had  all  the  wyte 

His  four  captanis  that  he  had  with  him  thair, 

Accusit  hes  thair  negligence  richt  sair, 

Seand  thair  fa  in  poynt  thairfoir  to  tyne,  28,805 

And  victorie  on  to  thame  self  inclyne, 

That  scharpliar  wald  nocht  thair  fa  persew, 

Leithand  wes  thair  awin  folkis  to  reskew. 

The  Scottis  captanes,  the  quhilk  that  war  nocht 

lidder, 
Murdow  the  tane,  Congamis  hecht  the  tother ;      28,8io 
The  tother  tua  als,  as  my  author  writis, 
The  quhilk  that  tyme  wer  captanis  to  the  Britis, 
The  tane  of  thame  was  callit  Allencryne, 
The  tother  als  to  name  hecht  Constantyne  ; 
At  his  command,  als  wod  wes  as  ane  wyld  boir,  28,815 
For  to  reforme  the  fait  wes  maid  befoir, 
Fers  as  ane  lionn  enterit  in  the  feild, 
Quhair  mony  Saxone  in  the  tyme  wes  keild. 
On  force  the  laif  out  of  the  feild  than  fled, 
No  moir  reskew  into  the  tyme  tha  lied.  28,820 

Baith  Scot  and  Brit  fest  follouit  on  the  chace  ; 
Quhome  tha  ouirgat,  but  ony  girth  or  grace, 
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^oung  or  aid,  for  petie  samt  none 

Of  Saxone  bliule  that  tyme  myclit  be  ouirtone. 

Into  the  chace  that  da  wer  slane  far  mo  28,825 

Nor  in  the  feild,  my  author  said  me  so. 

Fynlynus,  king  quhilk  wes  of  West  Saxone, 

Deit  that  da  and  vtheris  mony  one. 

Ane  greit  nobill,  Cailus  hecht  to  name, 

Quhittellus  als  of  gi-eit  honour  and  fame,  28,830 

With  mony  thousand  of  the  Pechtis  blude, 

Deit  that  da  and  Saxonis  to  coaclude. 


How    Adanus    diuydit    the     Spul^e    of    the 
Feild. 

King  Adanus  quhen  he  had  wyn  the  feild, 

Quhair  mony  Pecht  and  Saxone  als  wer  keild, 

The  spuke  first  he  gart  thame  agane  restoir         28,835 

Of  Gallowa  that  tha  had  tane  befoir. 

The  tent  part  syne  on  to  the  kii'k  he  gaiue. 

But  ony  fraude,  that  left  wes  of  the  laue. 

The  baneris  bricht  into  the  feild  he  wan. 

And  staitlie  standertis  of  ilk  nobill  man,  28,840 

That  tha  that  da  had  wyn  into  the  feild, 

The  cot  armour,  the  targis  and  the  scheild.  Lib.  9  f.  142. 

He  gart  send  thame  into  Ecolumkill ;  Col.  i. 

Perpetuallie  thair  ay  to  remane  still. 

That  it  sould  lest  in  memorie  euii'  moir,  28,845 

Of  thair  triumph  sic  victorie  and  gloir. 

Syne  all  the  lawe  remanand  wes  behind, 

Rycht  equalie,  als  for  as  I  can  fynd, 

Be  the  leist  prick  of  hors,  harnes  or  geir, 

Distribute  hes  amang  his  men  of  weir.  28,850 
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How    Sanct    Columba,    beand     in    the    Ylis, 

SCHEW   THE    ViCTORIE    OF     THE      BATTELL     IN 

Northumberland. 

Off  this  battel!  in  the  samin  quhile, 

Columba,  being  in  to  lona  Yle, 

The  victorie  vnto  his  brether  schew, 

As  efterwart  tha  fand  baith  leill  and  trew. 

The  tyme,  the  vse,  quhen  the  battell  did  June,     28,835 

The  victorie  quhen  that  the  feild  wes  done, 

Off  Adanus  the  honour  that  he  wan. 

The  deid  also  of  euerie  nobill  man, 

As  all  wes  done  he  schew  thame  euery  deill, 

Quhilk  efterwart  tha  fand  als  trew  as  steill.  28,8Co 

Mony  than  said,  as  I  can  richt  weill  trow, 

And  tit  siclike  richt  mony  sais  now, 

Be  intercessioun  of  this  halie  man. 

King  Adanus  the  victorie  thair  wan. 

Syne  efter  that,  into  the  secimd  teir,  28,865 

This  Columba  of  quliome  I  schew  tow  heir, 

With  murning  mad  than  baith  of  man  and  wyfe, 

He  tuke  his  leve  out  of  this  present  lyfe. 

In  lona  Yle  syne  graithit  wes  in  his  graif, 

With  all  honour  that  sic  ane  man  suld  haif,         28,87o 

Intill  ane  place  callit  Ecolumkill, 

Quhair  that  his  bodie  restis  lit  thair  still. 

Thocht  mony  man  that  speikis  out  of  tune, 

Quhilk  dois  alledge  that  he  lyis  in  Dunwn, 

Within  Ireland,  into  Sanct  Patrikis  graif,  28,875 

Siclike  Sanct  Bryde,  I  liald  thairof  tha  raif 

As  tha  alledge  be  mony  sindrie  vers, 

Quhill  at  this  tyme  I  list  nocht  now  rehers, 

For-quhy  I  gif  moir  credeit  to  Sanct  Beid, 

No  ony  vther  of  thame  all  I  reid.  28,88o 
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How    Sanct    Augustyne,    with    his    Collige 
Melletus,  prechit   the   Faith   of    Christ 

INTO    InGLAND. 

That  samyn  tyme,  as  my  author  me  kend, 

Tua  halie  bischopis  in  Ingland  wer  send 

Fra  paip  Gregour,  the  fayth  of  Christ  to  preiche, 

The  rude  pepill  till  instruct  and  teiche, 

Ay  to  that  tyme  levand  of  gentill  ryte,  28,885 

Ane  Augustyne,  the  tother  hecht  Mellyte. 

The  king  of  Kent,  quha  lykis  for  to  luke, 

He  wes  the  first  the  faith  of  Crist  that  tuke. 

Syne  efter  liim  siclike,  with  greit  desyre, 

Did  all  the  laif  that  duelt  into  that  schire,  28,890 

With  euerie  scitie  that  wes  neir  besyde. 

The  pepill  all,  and  princes  of  greit  pryde, 

In  sindrie  partis  beleuit  all  in  Christ, 

Syne  tuke  the  faith  ilkane  and  wes  baptist, 

Throw  the  instructioun  of  thir  halie  men,  28,895 

Quhilk  war  the  first,  quha  lykis  for  to  ken, 

Into  Ingland  prechit  the  faith  of  Christ,  Col.  2. 

Fra  idolatrie  the  pepiU  for  to  tyst. 

Four  hundi'etht  teir  and  moir  I  wnderstand, 

Efter  the  ftiitli  come  first  into  Scotland.  28,900 


How    Sanct  Bald[reid]   departit  out  of  this 
present  Lyfe. 

The  samin  tyme  in  Scotland,  as  I  reid, 

Ane  hahe  man  that  callit  wes  Baldreid, 

Of  Scottis  blude  ane  greit  nobill  he  wes, 

And  in  ane  craig  that  callit  is  the  Bas, 

Within  the  se  on  Forth  on  the  South  hand,         28,905 

Tua  myle  and  mail'  evin  furth  fra  the  mane  land. 
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Thair  ho  remanit  mony  of  liis  dais 

Amang  the  Pechtis,  as  my  author  sais, 

Instructand  thame  the  law  of  halie  kirk, 

And  for  na  travell  than  wald  tyre  or  irk,  28,910 

Quhill  finallie  he  tuke  his  leif  to  pas 

Out  of  this  lyfe,  departit  in  the  Bas. 

Of  thre  kirkis  the  pepill  for  him  straif, 

Quhen  he  wes  deid,  quha  suld  his  bodie  haif 

Aldem,  Prestoun,  and  Tynnyghame  also,  28,915 

With  so  greit  stryfe  that  tha  war  like  to  go 

In  plane  battell  withoutin  ony  byde, 

Had  nocht  than  bene  the  bischop  wes  besyde, 

Quliilk  causit   thame  befoir  all  be  sworne, 

In  hoip  of  concord,  quhill  the  tother  moiue  28,920 

For  to  pas  hame,  syne  on  the  morne  to  meit, 

And  thair  to  byde  ilkane  at  his  decreit. 

Syne  on  the  morne  togidder  quhen  tha  met, 

Tha  fand  thre  bodeis  in  thre  beris  set, 

Of  similitude,  cullour  and  quantitie,  28,923 

Of  forme,  and  figour,  and  equallitie. 

That  no  man  culd,  for  ony  takynis  derne, 

Ane  by  ane  vther  in  the  tyme  decerne. 

Quhairof  tha  thankit  greit  God  of  his  grace, 

And  ilk  paroche  tuke  ane  vp  in  that  place,  28,930 

And  had  it  hame  with  diligence  and  cuir, 

Solempnitlie  put  it  in  sepultuir. 

Off  the  halie  Man   Convallus. 

Ane  halie  man  of  Scotland  of  greit  fame, 
That  samin  tyme,  hecht  Convallus  to  name, 
Discipill  als  he  wes  of  Sanct  Mungow,*  28,935 

In  Inchchennane,  scliort  gait  bewest  Glasgw, 
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His  bodie  lyis,  quhair  I  my  self  lies  bene 

In  pilgremage,  and  his  relicques  lies  sene. 

Now  to  my  storie  turne  I  will  agane, 

And  all  my  piirpois  sail  mak  to  tow  plane.  28,940 

This  king  Adane  of  quhome  befoir  I  schew, 

Quhen  that  he  hard  the  maner  all  and  knew 

That  Columba  the  halie  man  wes  deid, 

So  he  that  tyme  he  tiike  it  in  his  held, 

Throw  grit  displesoiu*  and  tlirow  seiknes  soir,        28,945 

He  tuke  his  leif  for  he  micht  leif  no  nioir. 

Nane  nobillar  in  all  his  tyme  did  rax. 

The  zeir  of  God  sex  hundreth  syne  and  sax, 

And  of  his  regnne  the  seviii  and  tuentie  teir, 

To  lona  Yle  tha  buir  him  on  his  beir,  28,950 

With  mekle  mm-ning  baitli  of  gude  and  ill, 

Syne  bureit  him  into  Ecolumkill. 

Heir  followis  the  Crownyng  of  Kynnethus  Lib.9,f.i42b. 
Keir  efter  the  Detd  of  Adanus  the  King.     ^^^- 1- 

Quhen  he  wes  deid,  efter  ane  litill  quliile 

The  lordis  all  convenit  in  Argyle, 

Kynnethus  Keir,  ane  man  baith  traist  and  trew,  28,955 

Convallus  sone,  of  quhome  befoir  I   schew, 

The  halie  king  thair  in  that  parliament 

He  crownit  wes,  mtli  all  thair  haill  consent. 

Of  him  na  thing  I  can  tell  in  this  place ; 

For-quhy  he  had  so  litill  tyme  and  space,  28,96o 

Quhairthrow  he  micht  to  vice   and  vertu  draw, 

In  word  or  werk  by  ony  sing  to  schaw, 

Quhairby  he  micht  get  lak  or  tit  commend, 

Till  all  men  ^it  his  deidis  ar  vnkend. 

The  fom't  moneth  syne  efter  of  his  ring,  28,9C5 

Throw  sair  seiknes,  and  throw  na  vther  thing, 

He  tuke  his  leif  and  jiassit  to  the  laue  ; 

In  lona  Yle  syne  graithit  wes  in  his  graue. 
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Heir  followis    the  Crownyng   of   Eugenius 

EFTER   the   DeID    OF   KyNNETHUS    KeIR. 

Syne  effcer  him  Eugenius  the  ting, 

With  haill  consent  wes  crownit  to  be  king,  28,97o 

Adanus  sone  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 

That  all  his  dais  levit  ay  but  lak, 

Siclike  his  sone  did  efter  him  succeid, 

This  nobill  king,  quha  lykis  of  him  to  leid, 

Eugenius,  the  fourt  king  of  that  name,  28,975 

Ane  nobill  prince  of  grit  fredome  and  fame, 

And  keipit  all  commandis  les  and  moir, 

Wes  teichit  him  be  Columba  befoir. 

Gratious  he  wes  and  full  of  gratitude, 

Acceptabill  ay  to  euerie  man  of  gude  :  28,980 

Theif  nor  revar  gat  of  him  no  girth, 

Quhair  tha  war  fund  in  ony  feild  or  firth. 

In  pece  and  rest  all  his  tyme  he  rang. 

But  outwart  weir  or  ony  inwart  wi'ang. 

Heir  will  I  rest  of  him  ane  litill  quhile,  28,985 

And  to  the  Saxonis  turne  agane  my  style. 

How  the  King  of  Marche  wan  Edilfred. 

This  Edilfred  king  of  Northumberland, 

The  king  of  Merche  that  tyme,  I  wnderstand, 

And  his  pepill,  quhilk  that  his  nychtboures  war. 

With  weir  and  wrang  oppressit  lies  rycht  far.       28,990 

And  for  no  quhy  it  wes,  gif  I  riclit  ken, 

Becaus  that  tyme  that  thai  war  Cristin  men, 

With  Augustyne  befoir  had  bene  baptist, 

And  Edelfred  wes  ennimie  to  Christ  ; 

For  that  same  caus,  and  for  na  vther  quhy,  28,996 

Injm'it  thame  for  malice  and  invy. 

Tua  Saxone  kingis  of  the  Orient 

Of  Ingland,  than  baith  of  ane  haill  intent, 
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Ane  Ethalbrech,  ane  freik  wes  of  grit  fame, 

Redwald  the  totlier  eallit  wes  to  name,  29,000 

For  to  revenge  the  harmes  and  injure 

That  Edilfrid  wrocht  on  the  pepill  puir, 

In  the  contemptione  of  the  faitli  of  Christ, 

He  baneist  had  richt  mony  wes  baptist ;  ^^"^-  -• 

For  that  same  cans  into  Northumberland,  29,005 

Thir  tua  kingis  togidder  in  ane  band, 

With  all  thair  power  sped  thame  in  that  tyde, 

With  mort  battell  agane  king  Edelfryde, 

And  vincust  him  thair  feehtand  on  the  plane, 

Quhair  he  him  self  and  mony  ma  wer  slane.         29,010 

Thir  tua  kingis,  efter  that  he  wes  deid, 

Hes  crownit  thair,  to  ring  into  his  steid, 

Ane  Edwynus  wes  of  the  Saxone  blude, 

Ane  greit  nobill  and  als  ane  man  of  gude. 

This  Edilfryde  sevin  sonis  had  that  tyme,  29,015 

And  ane  dochter  that  clene  wes  of  all  cryme, 

Baith  ^oung  and  fair,  and  fluresand  in  fame, 

Quliilk  eallit  wes  than  Ebba  to  hir  name. 

Thir  sevin  sonis  this  Edwyn  so  tha  dred. 

Into  Scotland  to  king  Eugene  tha  fled  ;  29,020 

Suppois  thair  father  had  done  mekle  skayth 

To  king  Eugene  and  to  his  father  baith, 

Zit  neuirtheles  that  tyme,  for  puir  pitie, 

Ressauit  thame  with  all  humanitie  ; 

With  laud  and  gloir  siclike  of  all  the  laif,  29,025 

As  did  pertene  kingis  sonis  [for]  to  haif. 

Thair  on  sister  that  taikin  wes  in  hand. 

In  prisoun  syne  wes  festnit  fast  with  band. 

Quhat  wes  the  quhy  I  can  nocht  schaw  to  tow, 

As  scho  chaipit,  or  tit  the  maner  how,  29,030 

Bot  gif  it  wes  onlie  be  Goddis   grace, 

Deliuerit  wes  out  of  that  panefull  place. 

Syne  on  ane  bot,  on  Humber  water  la. 

But  falloschip  so  saillit  furth  hir  wa 
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To  Forthis  inoiitli,  that  tyine  quliair  that  scho      29,035 

fand 
Ane  lytill  craig  that  hi  licht  neir  the  hiiid, 
Within  the  se,  quhairof  scho  wes  licht  fane. 
Syne  all  hii*  tyme  tliair  scho  did  remane, 
In  fasting,  prayer  and  in  oresoun, 

With  mony  wemen  of  relegioun,  29,oio 

In  that  same  place,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Quhilk  callit  is  Sanct  Abbis  heid  this  da. 
The  sevin  brether,  of  qn.home  befoir  I  tald, 
The  first  Eufred,  the  secund  hecht  Oswald  ; 
As  for  the  lane,  I  like  nocht  to  reherss  2a,oi5 

Of  thair  names  heirfoir  to  put  in  verss  ; 
Bot  as  my  authour  did  me  mentione  mak, 
Thir  sevin  brethir,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 
Into  Scotland  that  tyme  tha  war  baptist, 
And  Weill  instructit  in  the  faith  of  Christ,  29,030 

Be  halie  men  of  greit  perfectioun. 
And  mony  vther  of  religioun. 
Sone  efter  that  Ewgenius  the  king, 
The  fyftene  teir  the  quhilk  wes  of  his  ring, 
He  tuke  his  leif  than  bayth  at  gude  and  iU,         29,055 
And  grauit  wes  than  in  Ecolumkill. 


Off  the  Tua  halie  Men  in  tha  Dayis,  Sanct 

BONEFACE   AND   SANCT  MoLOC. 

Tua  halie  men  that  samin  tyme  thair  wes, 
Ane  hecht  Moloc,  the  tother  hecht  Boneface. 
Thair  sanctitude  it  war  ouir  lang  to  scliaw 
To  me  this  tyme,  gif  I  suld  tell  it  aw,  29,ogu 

Lib.9,f.i43,   Ouir  langsum  war,  sen  that  my  tyme  is  schort, 
Thairfoir  as  now  I  wiU  no  moir  report. 
Bot  finallie  tha  maid  thair  latter  end, 
Baith  into  Ross,  as  it  is  richt  weill  kend ; 
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In  Rosmarkie  syne  bureit  baith  in  graue  ;  29,065 

Quha  lykis  moir  go  thai  and  hike  tlie  lane. 

Euge[n]ius,  of  quliome  befoir  I  taltl, 

Tbre  sonis  had  baith  bellicois  and  bald: 

Ferquhard  to  name  than  hecht  the  eldest  bruthcr, 

Fyacrius  als  callit  wes  the  tother,  20,070 

And  Donald  the  youngest  of  the  thre. 

In  Mona  Yle  that  tyme  within  the  se, 

Thir  thrie  remanit  at  the  studie  than, 

With  the  bisohop  that  callit  wes  Conan, 

Vertew  and  science  dalie  for  to  leir,  29,075 

In  thair  touthheid  befoir  richt  mony  ieir. 

Feacrius,  that  wes  the  secund  bruther. 

Most  abill  wes  that  tyme  of  ony  vther. 

And  kest  him  ay  to  vertew  and  doctryne, 

Fra  vices  fled,  to  vertew  did  inclyne.  29,080 

In  him  that  tyme  wes  nocht  for  to  accuiss. 

Syne  at  the  last  the  warld  he  did  refuiss : 

Sone  efter  S3nie,  be  auenture  and  chance, 

Richt  quietlie  he  passit  into  France 

Fra  kyn  and  kith,  levand  all  wes  his  awin,  29,080 

In  vyle  habite  thair  for  to  be  vnknawin. 

Sone  efter  syne  into  ane  quiet  place, 

Predestinat  to  him  be  Goddis  grace, 

Ane  armit  lyfe  he  levit  mony  da. 

Heir  efterwart  as  I  sail  to  tow  sa.  29,090 

His  eldest  bruther,  Ferquhard  hecht  to  name, 

Gottin  of  ane  man  and  borne  baith  of  ane  wame,' 

Quhairof  thair  nature  differt  than  richt  far, 

In  all  this  warld  wist  I  neuir  nane  war 

Na  wes  Ferquhard,  fra  tyme  he  wes  maid  king,  29,095 

Befoir,  sensyne,  or  in  his  tyme  did  ring. 

For  schame  this  tyme  I  dar  nocht  to  2ow  tell. 

The  greit  mischeif  into  his  tyme  that  fell. 


'  la  MS.  woman. 
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Of  miu'tliure,  slaucliter,  reif  and  commoun  tliift, 
That  nane  micht  thryve,  nor  lit  half  e  to  thrift.  29,ioo 
With  greit  discord  amang  the  lordis  als, 
Held  nane  vp  heid  bot  he  that  culd  be  fals : 
With  sic  oppressioun  baith  of  aid  and  ^ing, 
And  all  the  fait  wes  in  this  vicius  king. 
For  ma  vices  thair  rang  into  his  cors,  29,105 

Nor  thair  wes  hairis  on  his  grittest  hors  ; 
And  speciallie  ane  vice  did  in  him  ring, 
Quhilk  rang  neuir  tit  into  na  Scottis  king, 
Fuill  arrosie,  as  that  my  author  writis, 
That  he  leirit  fra  kirkmen  of  the  Britis,  29,110 

Than  be  the  Saxonis  wes  amang  thame  brocht, 
And  tha  for  succour  that  tyme  to  him  socht. 
Of  quhome  that  tyme  it  wes  the  commoun  fame, 
The  quhilk  richt  oft  wes  laid  vpone  his  name. 
That  baptising  regeneratioun,  29,115 

The  sacrament  als  of  confessioun, 
He  said  richt  oft,  quhair  he  wald  tell  his  taili, 
Tha  war  bot  fenteit  and  of  litill  vaill. 
The  prelattis  than,  and  all  the  men  of  gude, 
Displesit  war  quhen  tha  that  wnderstude,  29,120 

Sic  commoning  that  tyme  of  thair  king, 
That  wes  infectit  with  sa  foull  ane  thing. 
Thairfoir  richt  sone,  with  consent  of  thame  all, 
Ane  counsall  set  and  bidder  did  him  call ; 
And  he  agane  that  did  thair  counsall  heir,  29,125 

Wes  contumax,  and  sic  wald  nocht  compeir, 
Wittand  sa  weill  that  he  wes    in  the  wrang. 
Col.  2'       Syne  in  ane  strenth,  that  stalwart  wes  and  Strang, 
He  held  him  cloiss  fra  he  thair  myndis  kend, 
Wald  nocht  compeir  for  na  summondis  tha  send;  20,130 
Within  that  strenth  he  held  him  thair  stand  still. 
The  lordis  all  with  ane  consent  and  will, 
Richt  sone  ane  seig  about  the  hous  tha  set, 
With  all  ingyne  that  gudlie  wes  to  get  ; 
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With  litill  lawboiir  syne  the  hous   tha  wan,  29,135 

And  in  thair  travell  than  tynt  nocht  ane  man. 

Syne  tuke  the  king  and  put  in  presoun  Strang, 

Fetrit  richt  fast,  quhair  he  wes  keipit  lang 

Closit  in  cuir,  quhair  he  wes  keipit  weill, 

With  sicker  men  that  wer  als  trew  as  steill.         29,140 

How    THE   LORDIS    OF    SCOTLAND   SEND   IN   FRANCE 
FOR   FeACRIUS   to   MAK   HIM   KiNG. 

The  lordis  syne  in  parliament  togidder, 

Decretit  hes  for  Feachar  his  bruther 

To  send  richt  sone,  and  no  tarie  to  mak, 

Quhome  of  befoir  schort  quhile  to  ^'ovv  I  spak, 

Far  furth  in  France  into  ane  heremetage,  29,145 

Quhair  he  remanit  sen  he  wes  ane  page, 

In  prayer,  pennance  and  penuritie, 

In  fastinof,  walking  and  necessitie. 

In  Goddis  seruice  richt  contemplatiue, 

Remanit  thair  the  terme  of  all  his  lywe.  29,i50 

Sone  efter  syne,  throw  fortoun  and  throw  chance. 

This  messiuger  is  cumin  into  France  : 

Feacrius,  that  of  his  euming  knew, 

Quhilk  secreitlie  the  Halie  Spirit  him  schew, 

Throw  intercessioun  that  he  hes  maid  than,  29,155 

Transformit  wes  into  ane  lipper  man, 

Abhominable  to  ony  man  to  se, 

With  plowkie  visage,  bowdin  brow  and  bre. 

This  messinger  qulien  he  hes  fund  him  so, 

Desyrit  him  no  forder  for  to  go,  29,i6o 

Bot  tuke  his  leve  and  left  him  thair  allane ; 

In  Scotland  syne  passit  is  hanie  agane, 

And  schew  to  thame  the  maner  all  and  how, 

Ilk  word  by  word  as  I  half  said  to  tow. 

The  samin  tyme  that  done  wes  all  this  thing,       29,165 

Into  presoun  this  curst  vnhappie  king, 
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Tlirow  greit  dispair  as  Sathan  to  him  scliew, 

Riclit  suddanelie  him  awin  self  thair  he  slew, 

The  threttene  teir  quhilk  wes  than  of  his  ring. 

Thus  *  endit  he  that  ill  wnfaithfull  king.  29,i70 

How      DONEWALDUS      WAS      CROWNIT       KiNG       OF 
SCOTTIS      EFTER       THE      DEPARTING      OF      FeR- 

quha[rd]. 

Donewaldus,  syne  efter  he  wes  deid, 

His  bruther  syne  wes  crownit  in  his  steid, 

Quhilk  did  reforme  all  faltis  les  and  moir, 

That  his  bruther  king  Ferquhard  maid  befoir. 

The  puir  pepill  he  keipit  vnopprest,  29,175 

And  held  his  Idnrik  in  gude  peax  and  rest. 

The  secund  leir  syne  efter  of  his  ring, 

Ane  hecht  Penda,  that  wes  of  Marchis  king, 

And  Gadwallane  that   king  wes  of  the  Britis, 

Baith  in  ane  band,  as  that  my  author  writis,        29,180 

Edwynus,  king  wes  of  Northumberland, 

That  samin  tyme  as  te  sail  wnderstand, 

Vincust  in  feild,  for  all  his  greit  renoun, 

Depryving  him  baith  of  his  lyfe  and  croun. 

Lib.9,  f.usb.         ^low  Donewaldus,  the  King  of  Scottis,  send 
<^oi- 1-  TO  Gadwallane,  the   King  of  Britis,  and 

cAusiT  TO  restoir  Elfridus    Sone  to    his 
Heretage. 

Fra  that  this  cace  to  Donewaldus  wes  kend,         29,185 
Ane  herald  sone  to  Gadwallane  he  send, 
Bieht  famous  wes,  that  tyme  as  to  his  freind  ; 
Beseikand  him  richt  curtaslie  and  heind, 


'  In  MS.  This. 
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Eufi'ed,  the  sone  of  Edelfred  befoir, 

On  to  his  croiin  he  wald  agane  vestoir,  29,190 

Quhilk  wrangiislie  fra  Edelfrid  wes  tane 

Be  this  Edwyn  that  laitlie  now  is  gane : 

The  landis  all  now  of  Northumberland, 

He  wald  resing  into  ElMdus  hand, 

At  the  requeist  of  Donewald  the  king.  29,195 

This  Gadwallan  content  wes  of  that  thing. 

That  samin  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Thir  kingis  hes  diuydit  into  tua 

Northumberland,  baith  firth,  forrest  and  fell  ; 

Quhat  wes  the  caus  I  can  nocht  to  ^ow  tell.        29,200 

To  this  Eufride  the  northmest  part  tha  gaif, 

To  ane  Osrik  syne  gaif  tha  all  the  laif 

Thir  tua  kingis,  but  stop  or  tit  ganestand, 

With  peax  and  rest  rang  in  Northumberland  ; 

And,  for  the  mair  securitie  of  peice,  28,205 

All  weu'  and  wrang  and  scisma  to  gar  ceis, 

Osricus  dochter,  fair  and  ioung  of  age, 

This  Eufridus  hes  tane  in  mariage. 


How  Osrik  left  the  Faith  of  Christ. 

This  ilk  Osrik,  quhilk  wes  ane  vicious  man, 

Richt  sone  efter  ane  wickit  lyfe  began.  29,210 

The  Cristiane  faith,  suppois  he  wes  baptist, 

Kenuncit  hes,  and  left  the  faith  of  Christ. 

This  Eufred  all  quhilk  leirit  at  his  loir, 

For^etand  quyt  all  doctryne  of  befoir, 

Into  Scotland  quhen  that  he  wes'  richt  ting,        29,215 

With  Conanus  and  gude  Eugenius  king, 

The  faith  of  Christ  he  hes  fortet  full  quyte. 

And  turnit^  lies  to  ydolrie  full  tyte ; 


'  In  MS.  that  hes. 
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Wirkand  the  warkis  of  iniquitie, 

Throw  greit  afFectioun  of  affinitie  29,220 

To  this  Osrik,  and  to  his  wyfe  he  had. 

Wes  neuir  none  war  in  no  storie  I  red 

Na  wes  thir  tua,  quhill  that  thair  tyme  mycht  lest, 

Kirk  and  kirkmen  so  far  that  tyme  opprest  ; 

And  all  vther  that  cristnit  wes  that  tyme,  28,225 

Accusand  thame  of  Cristin  faith  as  cryme, 

Sum  puueist  soir,  and  sum  tha  pat  to  deid, 

And  vther  sum  tha  flemit  but  remeid. 

Lang  thus  tha  wrocht,  but  stop  or  lit  ganestand, 

Ouir  all  the  partis  of  Northumberland.  29,230 


How    Gadwallane    and    Penda    send   to  thir 

TUA     KiNGIS     to     CAUS     THA3IE     TO     REFORME 
THAIR   FaLT. 

Then  Gadwallane,  that  king  wes  of  the  Britis, 
And  king  Penda  richt  soir  blamis  and  witis 
Thair  negligence  richt  far  into  sic  thingis, 
Promouit  had  sic  tua  vncristin  kingis, 
C(il.2.        Frutles  but  faith,  cursit  and  Cristis  fo,  29,235 

Depredaris  alss  of  halie  kirk  also. 
This  Gadwallane  richt  oftsyis  to  thame  send, 
Beseikand  thame  to  leif  sic  fait  and  mend, 
And  halie  kirk  to  the  awin  stait  restoir, 
Keipand  the  faith  tliat  tha  had  tane  befoir.  29,240 

Thir  tua  kingis,  richt  cursit  and  misknawin, 
Fra  tyme  this  charge  on  to  thame  bayth  wes  schawin, 
For  wickitness  so  wranguslie  tha  wrocht. 
The  messingeris  that  thame  the  bodwart  brocht. 
Sum  tha  gart  hing,  and  vther  sum  tha  gart  lieid ;  29,245 
Sum  to  the  Idrk  that  fled  to  get  remeid,  * 
Baith  kirk  and  queir  tha  set  all  into  fyre. 
Within  the  girth  syne  brint  thame  bane  and  lyre. 
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And  all  the  kirkis  in  Northumberland, 

And  preistis  als  thair  in  that  tyme  tha  fand,        29,250 

Tha  brint  thame  ilkane  in  to  poulder  small, 

And  syne  the  laif  of  kirkmen  ane  and  all ; 

And  all  the  laif  tha  maid  richt  far  to  fle, 

That  cristnit  wes,  or  than  like  dogis  die. 

How    ALL    THE    KiNGIS    IN   AlBIONE   MOUIT  WeIR 
AGANIS  THIR  TUA   EVILL   K1NGIS. 

Quhairof  the  kingis  into  Albione,  29,255 

Commouit  wes  at  that  tyme  richt  far  ilkone  ; 
Of  that  injure  for  to  revengit  be, 
Committit  hes  the  haill  auctoritie 
To  Gadwallane,  that  king  wes  of  the  Britis ; 
And  all  thair  power,  as  my  author  writis,  29,260 

Thir  tua  kingis  with  battell  did  persew. 
And  vincust  thame  and  mony  Saxone  slew. 
Syne  put  thame  baith  into  ane  presoun  Strang, 
Ay  efter  that  quhair  that  tha  la  full  lang ; 
Syne  throw  dispair,  dreidand  for  gritar  pane,        29,265 
In  that  presoun  ilkone  hes  vther  slane. 
Wes  none  of  all  moir  speeiall  in  the  tyme. 
To  be  revengit  of  that  cursit  cryme. 
No  gude  Oswald,  that  tyme  tytest  of  other 
Into  the  feild  agane  Eufrid  his  bruther.  29,270 

Faithfull  he  wes  thairby  ^e  micht  weill  ken, 
And  captane  wes  to  all  the  Scottis  men, 
And  of  thame  had  the  haill  auctoritie 
Come  thair  that  da  the  Britis  to  supple, 
Be  Donewald  the  quliilk  war  bidder  send.  29,275 

This  ilk  Oswald  that  da  gat  sic  commend. 
With  haill  consent,  but  stop  or  ^it  ganestand, 
Tha  maid  him  king  of  aU  Northumberland, 
For  to  succeid  vnto  king  Edelfiyde, 
His  father  wes  befoir  in  to  sum  tj'de,  29.280 

VOL.  n.  u 
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How  OswALDUs,  King  of  Northumberland,  send 
IN  Scotland  for  Clerkis  to  preiche  the 
Faith. 

This  gude  Oswald,  qulien  he  wes  crownit  king, 
In  Scotland  send  desyring  sic  ane  thing 
At  Donewald,  that  he  wald  to  liim  send 
Devoit  doctouris  the  faith  of  Crist  best  kend, 
Quhilk  wer  expert  into  the  halie  writ,  29,283 

In  theoligie  and  canoun  law  perfyte. 
His  rude  pepill  to  instruct  and  teiche, 
All  neidfuU  thingis  planelie  for  to  preche. 
At  the  requeist  of  gude  Oswald  the  king, 
This  Donewald,  quhome  plesit  sic  thing,  29,290 

Lib.9,  f.i44.    With  haill  consent  than  of  his  lordis  all, 
Ane  famous  clerk  ane  did  Cormanus^  call; 
In  halie  scripture  richt  expert  wes  lie, 
Ane  doctour  als  he  wes  in  theoligie  ; 
To  king  Oswald  he  send  into  that  tjane,  29,295 

To  clenge  his  kinrik  out  of  all  sic  cryme. 
Quhair  he  remanit  stiU  compleit  ane  leir, 
In  teching,  preching  and  devoit  prayer, 
In  greit  laubour  ilk  da   ouir  all  that  land, 
Quhair  litill  frutt  or  fauour  ^it  he  fand ;  29,300 

For  all  his  preching  come  hot  hulie  speid, 
And  mekill  mager  gat  als  to  his  meid. 
The  pepill  quliilk  wes  of  ingyne  so  rude. 
Of  his  preching  full  litill  wnderstude  : 
He  schew  to  thame  thingis  that  wer  so  hie,  29,305 

The  inwart  secreittis  of  the  Trinitie, 
Incomparable  quhilk  wes  of  excellence 
To  thair  wisdome  and  rude  intelligence. 
Tlie  pepill  all  thairfoir,  baith  riche  and  puir, 
Quhat  euir  he  said  tha  tuke  bot  litill  cuir.  29,3lo 

'  In  MS.  Colmanvs. 
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And  quhen  lie  saw  that  he  euld  cum  na  speid 

Of  his  pui-pois,  iiother  in  word  nor  deid, 

He  tuke  his  leif,  but  stop  or  tit  ganestand 

Come  hame  his  wa  agane  into  Scotland. 

Befoir  the  king  and  prelattis  all  togidder,  29,315 

He  scliew  to  thame  how  jQrst  quhen  he  come  bidder, 

Richt  fruttles  folk  but  ony  faith  he  fand 

In  all  the  partis  of  Northumberland ; 

And  how  he  went  amang  thame  and  he  woik 

Ilk  da  be  da  inoir  travell  [that]  he  tuke  29,320 

To  teiche  and  preiche,  and  halie  scriptour  reid, 

Syne  of  his  purpois  he  culd  cum  no  speid. 

Moir  eith  it  war,  he  said,  I  bid  nocht  le, 

To  bring  the  Bas  and  May  out  of  the  se, 

Na  cans  tha  pepill  of  nature  sa  nyce,  29,325 

To  trow  in  Christ  and  for  to  leif  thair  vice. 

The  prelattis  all  that  tyme  that  war  present, 

AU  in  ane  voce  tha  said  with  ane  assent. 

No  moir  agane,  as  tha  culd  wnderstand, 

To  send  to  preche  into  Northumberland,  29,330 

Amang  the  pepill  of  ingyne  so  rude, 

So  Weill  tha  wist  it  wald  turne  to  na  gude. 


How    AdAXUS    EEPREUIT    CoRMAiNUS    OF    HIS 

Peeciiixg. 

Ane  halie  bischop  full  of  grauitie, 

Amang  thame  all  of  most  auctoritie, 

Ane  frutfull  father,  full  of  faith  and  fame,  29,335 

The  quhilk  Adanus  callit  wes  to  name. 

For  suith,  he  said,  it  war  ane  greit  pitie, 

That  gude  Oswald  withoutin  help  sould  be 

Left  destitute  into  so  greit  ane  thing. 

That  halie  'prince  so  lawlie  and  benyng.  29,340 

To  this  Cormanus  than  agane  said  he  : 

"  I  dreid  me,  sone,  thi  greit  subtillitie, 

u  2 
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"  Thy  eloquence  and  precliing  wnplane, 
"  Hes  bene  the  cans  thi  laubour  wes  in  vane. 
"  Ane  toung  stomack,  suppois  that  it  be  rude,     29,345 
"  It  wald  be  fed  with  ^oung  and  tender  fude, 
"  And  speciallie  with  sueit  milk  that  war  warme ; 
"  Of  groiss  meittis  it  ma  tak  skayth  and  harme, 
"  Vsit  befoir  it  wes  nocht  wont  to  be ; 
"  For  quhen  it  is  of  most  securitie,  29,350 

"  Riclit  suddanelie  it  will,  with  litill  schoir, 
"  Evome  agane  all  that  it  tuik  befoir. 
"  That  wes  the  thing,"  he  said,  "sueit  sone,  I  dred, 
Col.  2.       <!  "pha  half  done  so  thir  folkis  that  thow  fed  ; 

"  Thy  subtill  sentence  of  ingyne  so  hie  29,355 

"  Transcendit  far  thair  small  capacitie  ; 

"  That  wes  the  cause  I  trow,  quha  list  to  hike, 

"  To  thi  talking  so  litill  tent  tha  tuke. 

"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  quha  wald  thair  hartis  wyn, 

"  At  plesand  mater  first  tha  man  begin ;  29,3C0 

"  And  plesandlie  of  hevinlie  thingis  schaw, 

"  The  quhilk  it  war  most  neidfuU  for  to  knaw, 

"  That  giffin  war  in  precept  and  command, 

"  In  plane  termis  and  eith  to  wnderstand, 

"  Quhairof  tha  micht  mater  of  plesance  half ;        29,305 

"  Syne  efterwart  at  lasar  all  the  laif, 

"  That  neidfull  war,  tha  micht  schaw  thame  till, 

"  At  all  plesour  with  hartlie  mynd  and  will." 

How  THE   King  of   Scotland   and  the   Kirk- 
men      CAUSIT     AdANUS    to     PAS     TO     OsWALD 

THE  King. 

The  prelattis  all  war  present  thair  ilk  deill, 

Tliocht  all  ilkone  that  he  had  said  richt  weill,      29,370 

And  wes  content  to  stand  at  his  decreit ; 

Beseikand  him,  sen  that  he  wes  maist  meit, 

That  he  him  self  wald  tak  on  hand  sic  tiling, 

For  the  plesour  of  gude  Oswald  the  king. 
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Than  Adanus,  in  presens  of  the  lawe,  29,375 

Wald  nocht  ganestand  the  counsall  that  he  gawe ; 

He  tuik  on  hand  that  tyme  to  fulfill, 

To  satisfie  all  thair  desyre  and  "will. 

Sone  efter  that,  as  ^e  sail  v.Tiderstand, 

He  passit  syne  into  Northumberland  29,380 

To  king  Oswald,  quhilk  him  ressauit  than, 

With  all  honour  that  he  culd  do  or  can. 

Tlie  lordis  all  siclike  baith  far  and  neir, 

And  commoun  pepill,  come  ilk  da  to  heii* 

This  Adanus,  his  counsall  wes  so  gude,  29,385 

And  plesand  als  quhen  tha  him  wnderstude. 

Adanus  than,  as  my  author  did  wryte, 

In  Saxone  langage  wes  nocht  richt  perfyte, 

The  quhilk  to  him  wes  greit  impediment 

To  schaw  to  thame  quhat  wes  in  his  intent.  29,390 

The  king  quhilk  leirit,  quhen  that  he  wes  toung. 

The  Saxone  langage  and  the  Scottis  toung, 

Sevintene  ^eii*  fra  his  father  wes  slane, 

Continiewallie  in  Scotland  did  remane. 

Of  Scottis  langage  he  wes  als  perfyte  29,395 

As  of  his  awin,  and  culd  baith  reid  and  wryte, 

And  all  the  langage,  to  his  pepill  rude, 

Of  Adanus,  that  tha  nocht  wnderstude, 

Ilk  word  be  word  he  schew  to  thame  agane 

In  thair  langage,  richt  plesandlie  and  plane.  29,400 

Quhairby  that  tyme,  as  I  traist  weill  be  trew. 

The  pepillis  hartis  haill  to  him  he  drew; 

And  did  all  thing  that  he  gaif  in  command, 

At  his  plesour  without  stop  or  ganestand. 

That  samin  tyme,  as  that  my  author  sais,  29,405 

Tliis  Adanus  he  baptist  in  sevin  dais, 

Of  men  and  wemen  into  taill  wntald. 

Then  fyftene  thousand  baith  of  toung  and  aid  ; 

With  greit  blythnes,  baith  of  aid  and  ting. 

And  speciaUie  of  gude  Oswald  the  king,  29,410 
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This  Adanus  that  tyiiie  without  ganestand, 
Wes  maid  bischop  of  all  Northumberland. 
Lib.9,f.i44b.  E.icht  mony  men  than  of  religioun 
^ '  ■       And  secular  men  of  greit  deuotioun, 

To  Adanus  out  of  Scotland  tha  teid,  29,415 

Him  to  supple  in  his  mister  and  neid, 

The  faith  of  Christ  amang  tliame  for  to  plant, 

For  in  that  land  the  kirkmen  were  rycht  skant. 

Within  schort  quhile  to  sic  vertew  tha  grew, 

Be  his  doctryne  and  miraclis  that  he  schew,  29,420 

Northumberland  that  samin  tyme,  we  reid, 

Into  the  faith  all  Ingiand  did  exceid. 

Syne  fals  Fortoun  quhilk  lattis  no  thing  lest 

In  ane  stait,  oft  quhen  that  ane  man  is  best, 

Traistand  he  is  in  most  tranquiUitie,  29,425 

Throw  hir  fauour  set  on  the  quheill  so  he, 

Or  euir  he  wit  scho  makis  him  to  fell 

Doun  fra  the  hicht,  garrand  liim  licht  so  law. 

The  king  of  Marchis  in  the  samin  tyde, 

Callit  Penda,  of  greit  power  and  pryde,  29,430 

In  all  his  tyme  that  wes  baith  fals  and  sle. 

Had  greit  invye  at  the  prosperitie 

Of  gude  Oswald,  that  wes  baith  lele^  and  trew, 

Fenieit  ane  cans,  syne  efter  did  persew 

This  king  Oswald  with  mort  battell  in  feild,         29,435 

Vincust  his  men,  him  self  also  lies  keild. 

For  puir  invie,  this  gude  Oswald  the  king 

Deit  that  da,  and  for  na  vtlier  thing ; 

Quhilk  efterwart,  that  micht  nocht  weill  be  hid, 

Richt  mony  miracle  in  tha  partis  kid  ;  29,440 

Into  his  tyme  wes  countit  amang  kingis, 

Quhilk  now  in  hevin  amang  the  Sanctis  ringis 

In  joy  and  blis,  with  greit  bly times  and  gloir, 

Withoutin  end,  and  sail  do  euir  moir. 

'  In  MS.  les. 
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How     DONEWALDUS,     THROW    MiSGYDING    ON     THE 

Water  of  Tay,  was  drown  it  in  ane  Boit. 

Sone  effcer  this  that  le  haif  hard  me  say,  29,445 

King  Donewald  vpoiin  the  water  of  Tay, 

Into  ane  bot,  throw  rakles  misgydiug, 

The  fyftene  teir  quhilk  wes  than  of  his  ring, 

And  of  oure  Lord  fourtie  ieir  and  fywe 

And  sex  liundreth,  agane  the  streme  did  stry  we  ;  29,450 

Quhair  he  wes  dround  into  the  samin  quliile. 

Syne  efter  that,  sjme  into  lona  Yle, 

His  bodie  borne  and  biireit  into  graif, 

With  all  honour  put  in  amang  the  laif. 

How   THE   HeRETICK   CALLIT   MoHOMEIT  DEIT. 

Schoii;  quhill  befoir  his  dais  war  compleit,  29,456 

The  scismatik  callit  wes  Mohomeit, 

In  Arrabie  closit  his  latter  dayis, 

Gif  all  be  suith  heir  that  my  author  sayis. 

He  wes  the  first  this  foull  faith  that  began, 

Quhairby  this  da  thair  levis  mony  man  29,460 

But  Christis  law,  or  tit  but  Cristindome, 

Quhilk  restitat  ar  fra  the  kirk  of  Rome, 

As  Turkis,  Pagane,  and  Seresane  also, 

And  mony  vther  in  this  warld  mo. 

His  lyfe  and  law  quha  lykis  for  to  heir,  29,465 

Pas  tha  tliame  self  wnto  sum  man  and  speir, 

Moir  lasar  lies  nor  I  haif  to  remane  ; 

Now  to  my  purpois  turne  I  will  agane. 

How  Ferquieard,  the  Sone  of  Ferquhard  foir- 

SAID,   WES   CROWNIT   KiNG   OF   SCOTTIS. 

The  bruther  sone  of  tins  king  Donewald,  q^^^  2 

Ferquhardus  sone  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald,  29,470 

Nocht  lang  gane  syne  befoir  as  te  haif  hard. 
This  toung  man  alss  he  callit  wes  Ferquhard, 
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Into  Argyle  with  suord,  sceptour  and  ring, 

Of  Scottis  thair  wes  crownit  to  be  king. 

Or  that  he  come  to  that  auctoritie,  29,475 

Richt  large  he  wes  and  full  of  libertie ; 

Fra  that  fassoun  sjiie  changit  lies  rycht  far, 

And  callit  wes  with  all  man  father  war, 

Gif  war  micht  be,  and  war,  and  war  agane. 

Heir  I  abhor  for  to  report  in  plane  29,480 

Sa  mony  faltis  and  vices  as  did  ring 

Vncorrigill  into  this  wnwyiss  king. 

One  halie  bischop,  callit  wes  Colman, 

And  mony  vther  in  the  tyme  wes  than, 

For  na  command  nor  counsall  tha  him  gaue,         29,4.85 

No  for  requeist  of  lordis  and  the  laue, 

He  wald  nocht  mend  of  all  that  worth  ane  mytte, 

Quhairat  his  lordis  had  rycht  greit  dispyte  ; 

Ane  counsall  set  how  tha  suld  him  corrack, 

Decrettit  syne  in  handis  him  to  tak.  29,490 

So  had  tha  done  richt  weill  I  wait  as  than. 

War  nocht  the  counsall  of  this  ilk  Colman, 

Into  the  tyme  quhilk  said  to  thame  and  sche\f 

The  hand  of  God  suld  schortlie  him  persew, 

Richt  suddantlie,  and  with  far  scharper  pane         29,495 

Na  thai  culd  do,  he  promeist  thame  rycht  plane. 

And  so  it  wes  be  ordenance  diuyne, 

Within  ane  monetli  at  the  hunting  syne, 

Wnder  ane  buss  quhair  he  sat  him  alone, 

With^  ane  wod  wolf  wes  bettin  to  the  bone,         29,500 

Into  his  syid  ane  deip  wound  and  ane  soir, 

Into  his  tyme  quhilk  mendit  neuir  moir. 

Thair  wes  no  leich  culd  mak  his  panis  les  ; 

Ilk  da  be  da  his  dolour  did  incres. 

With  foull  fetor  that  wes  intollerabill,  29,505 

And  humor  als  that  wes  abhominable; 
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Moir  horribill  als  that  tyme  for  till  abhor, 

No  canker,  fester,  gut,  or  ^it  grandgor. 

Tua  leir  and  moir,  I  bid  nocht  for  to  lane, 

He  puneist  wes  still  with  sic  cruell  pane ;  29,5io 

Syne  at  the  last  his  vices  did  repent, 

Confessand  him  with  ane  clene  intent. 

The  halie  bischop  callit  wes  Colnian, 

His  confessour  quhilk  in  the  tyme  wes  than, 

Confessit  him  of  all  his  crymis  clene ;  29,515 

The  sacrament  of  the  altar  betuene ' 

Ressauit  lies  with  clene  and  contreit  hart ; 

Syne  suddantlie  the  cruell  aufull  dart 

Of  dulefull  deid,  quhair  that  he  la  rycht  warme, 

Persit  his  hart  in  this  Colmanis  arme.  29,520 

Thus  endit  thair  this  ilk  Ferquhardus  king, 

The  auchtene  ieir  efter  that  he  did  ring. 

That  samin  ^eir,  gif  I  richt  wnderstand, 

The  halie  bischop  of  Northumberland, 

Ane  Scottis  man  richt  faithfull  of  gude  fame,        29,525 

Quhilk  callit  wes  Adanus  to  his  name, 

To  king  Oswald  the  quhilk  befoir  wes  send. 

He  tuke  his  leif  out  of  this  warld  to  wend. 

One  holie  bischop  in  Scotland  wes  than, 

Quhilk  to  his  name  that  callit  wes  Fynane.  29,530 

This  Fynanus  into  Adanus  steid 

Succeidit  syne   sone  efter  he  wes  deid, 

And  bischop  wes  maid  of  Northumberland,  l^i^-9'  ^'•^*^- 

Richt  mony  folk  befoir  him  quhair  he  fand, 

That  vicius  wes,  suppois  tha  war  baptist,  29,535 

With  litill  credence  to  the  faith  of  Christ. 

Thair  he  on  him  dahe  greit  travell  tuik,- 

Out-throw  the  land  vpoun  liis  feit  he  woik, 

With  mekle  pane  in  mony  sindrie  rod, 

Instructand  thame  into  the  faith  of  God.  29,540 

'  Bedene  ?  [      -  Iq  MS.  for  tuik. 
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In  euerie  pairt  quhair  that  he  prechit  in, 

He  causit  thame  to  leve  thair  vice  and  syn, 

And  turne  to  Christ,  and  keip  the  commoun  law, 

Part  for  his  love  and  vther  part  for  aw 

Of  bitter  pane,  he  schew  to  thame  preichand,       29,545 

Sould  be  reward  qiiha  keipit  nocht  command. 

How    THE    HALIE    MAN    FeNANUS  BAPTI^IT   PeNDA. 

The  king  of  Marchis  callit  wes  Penda, 

He  bapti^it  him,  as  my  author ,  did  sa, 

And  syne  confirmit  with  his  awin  hand, 

And  all  the  laif  that  wes  into  his  land.  29,550 

And  thus  he  wrocht  wnto  his  latter  end, 

Ouir  all  that  land  as  it  wes  richt  weill  kend. 

The  halie  bischop  callit  wes  Colman, 

Efter  his  deid  succeidit  to  him  than, 

Ane  Scottis  man  befoir  as  I  ^ow  schew,  29,555 

Ane  greit  doctour  and  full  of  all  vertew, 

Bischop  wes  maid  than  of  Northumberland, 

Fra  Eborac  north  on  to  Sulwa  sand ; 

His  greit  vertew  all  vther  did  exceid 

In  operatioun  baith  of  word  and  deid ;  29,560 

His  sanctitude  I  can  nocht  to  iow  sa, 

Thocht  I  wald  walk  all  ouir  this   samin  da ; 

I  can  nocht  schaw,  nor  put  heir  into  write, 

His  perfectioun  and  halie  lyfe  perfyte  ; 

Ouir  all  the  partis  into  Albione,  29,565 

With  greit  instructione  on  his  fit  is  gone. 

This  Pendas  '   sone,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 

Of  this  Colman  the  Cristiane  fayth  did  tak  ; 

And  mony  vther  of  the  Saxone  blude 

He  baptist  lies  befoir  that  war  nocht  gude.  29,570 

Heir  will  I  leve  ane  litill  and  remane, 

And  to  my  storie  turne  I  will  agane. 

1  In  MS.  Pendens. 
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How  Maldoavyn,  the  Sone  of  Donewald,  efter 

THE    DeITH    of    FeRQUHAIID,    WES    CROWNIT 

King. 

Efter  the  deith  of  Ferquhard,  as  I  tald, 

2oimg  Maldowyn,  tlie  sone  of  Donewald, 

With  haill  consent  into  the  samin  qnhile,  29,575 

Wes  crownit  king  of  Scottis  into  Argyle. 

Ane  histie  man  he  wes  withoutin  leis, 

In  all  his  tyme  had  greit  desyre  of  peice  ; 

With  Brit  and  Pecht,  and  Saxone  to  also, 

He  maid  gude  peax  withoutin  ony  fo.  29,580 

In  all  his  tyme  richt  gude  justice  thair  rang, 

Wes  nocht  ane  wicht  [that]  durst  do  vther  wrang. 

So  hapnit  it  into  the  samin  quhile. 

The  Lennox  men  and  nobillis  in  Argyle, 

With  greit  contentioun  baith  of  lad  and  lord,       29,585 

For  litill  cans  fell  into  greit  discord. 

The  Ylis  men,   wer  nyclitbouris  to  Argyle, 

Tuike  thair  plane  part  into  the  samin  quhile, 

And  to  the  Lennox  siclike  Gallowa 

Tuke  thair  plane  part,  as  my  author  did  sa.         29,590 

Richt  mekle  euill  betuix  thame  had  bene  done,  Col.  2. 

War  nocht  the  king,  quhilk  maid  remeid  rycht  sone 

With  greit  power,  of  quhome  sic  aw  tha  stude. 

That  all   the  ftiuoraris  schortlie  to  conclude, 

Of  him  that  tyme  so  soir  tha  war  adred,  29,595 

To  saue  thame  selffis  on  to  tlie  Ylis  tha  fled. 

The  Ylis  men  quhilk  of  the  king  stude  aw. 

Or  he  on  thame  suld  execute  the  law^, 

For  to  accuiss  als  of  the  samin  cryme. 

The  tratouris  all  tha  tuke  into  the  tyme,  29,600 

And  send  tliame  bmidin  ilkane  to  tiie  kino-  • 

Quhilk  efterwart  he  hes  maid  for  to  liing 

Vpoun  ane  gallons  but  reuth  or  remeid ; 

Thus  iinallie  thair  endit  all  that  feid. 
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Fra  that  tyme  furth  wes  none  so  pert  to  prewe  29,605 

Sic  prattik  moir,  or  ^it  ane  vther  grewe 

In  work  or  word  that  wes  agane  the  law, 

Of  this  gude  king  tha  stude  sa  mekle  aw. 

Tliat  samin  tyme,  as  te  sail  wnderstand, 

The  bischop  Colman  fra  Northumberland,  29,6io 

With  mony  kirkman  in  his   cumpany, 

In  Scotland  come,  and  for  the  samin  quhy, 

Will  le  tak  tent,  as  I  sail  tell  tow  heir, 

Ouir  all  the  warld  into  that  samin  leir. 

The  pepill  haill,  for  thair  fait  and  offence,  29,615 

War  puneist  sair  with  plaig  of  pestilence, 

Deand  ilk  da  be  thousandis  out  of  number, 

And  speciallie  into  the  land  of  Humber. 

For   that  same  caus  this  ilk  Colmanus  dred, 

And  in  Scotland  than  liame  agane  he  fled,  29,620 

Within  the  Ylis  syne  in  ane  abba. 

With  his  br ether,  as  my  author  did  sa ; 

And  in  gude  concord  without  sturt  or  stryfe, 

Remanit  thair  the  laue  of  all  his  lyfe. 


How  THE  SaXONIS  AND  THE  PeCHTIS  INVAIDIT 
THE  SCOTTIS,  AND  OF  THE  MYNLIE  DEFENCE 
AGANE    OF   THE   SCOTTIS. 

Sone  efter  this  the  Pechtis  in  ane  band,  29,625 

And  Elfridus  king  of  Northumberland, 

With  all  injure  into  the  tyme  tha  dar, 

Invaidit  lies  the  Scottis  than  rycht  far. 

The  Scottis  als  siclike  to  thame  agane ; 

In  thair  defence  wes  mony  Saxone  slane.  29,630 

Ane  lang  quhile  so  into  sic  stryfe  tha  stude, 

On  euerie  syde  quhill  spilt  wes  mekle  blude. 

The  king  of  Scottis  that  wes  baith  wyss  and  wycht, 

That  samin  tyme  wes  murdreist  on  ane  nycht 
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Be  his  awin  wyfe,  and  to  that  same  effect,  29,635 

Because  of  hurdome  scho  held  him  suspect. 

This  cruell  queue  wes  tane  in  the  same  tyme, 

And  all  the  laif  gaif  counsall  to  that  cryme ; 

Syne  in  ane  fyre,  vpoun  ane  hill  full  hie, 

Tha  war  all  brint  that  mony  man  mycht  se.         29,640 

Thus  endit  he,  as  I  haif  said  ^ow  heir, 

Than  of  his  ring  into  the  tuentie  ^eir, 

And  of  om-e  Lord  sex  Imndreth  and  fourscoir, 

And  four  teiris,  withoutin  ony  moir. 

How   EUGENIUS     THE     FyFT,    THE    SONE    OF    DON- 
GARUS,    EFTER   THE    DeID    OF  KiNG    FeRQUHARD, 

WES    CROWNIT  King    of    Scotland,    and  of 

HIS   NOBILL   DeIDIS. 

Ane  nobill  man  c&.Uit  Eugenius,  29,645 

Fyft  of  that  name,  the  sone  of  Dongarus, 

Quhilk  bruther  wes  to  this  foirnamit  king,  Lib.9,f.i45!). 

Wes  crownit  than  in  Scotland  for  to  ring. 

Quhilk  to  Edfrid  king  of  Northumberland, 

Ane  epistill  send  subscriuit  with  his  hand  29,650 

With  ane  herald,  desyrand  at  him  peice, 

Quhilk  Edfi-idus  grantit  him,  but  leis. 

Of  this  conditioun  so  he  wald  restoir 

The  spul^e  all  that  tane  wes  of  befoir. 

Be  •  Scottis  men  furth  of  Northumberland,  29,655 

And  Pechtis  als,  quhilk  wes  baith  of  ane  band. 

And  he  of  thame  sould  desyr  na  redres 

Of  oucht  wes  tane  of  Scottis  mair  or  les ; 

And  ellevin  moneth  gif  that  he  ast  to  haue 

Of  peice  and  rest,  and  no  moir  for  to  craue.  29,660 

All  this  he  did,  withoutin  ony  leis, 

With  fraudfuU  mynd  dissimuland  sic  peice, 

As  he  that  wes  full  of  subtillitie. 

Onto  the  tyme  that  he  micht  reddie  be 

'  In  MS.  The. 
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With  iiiort  battell  the  Scottis  till  perse w.  29,665 

Eugenius,  tliat  weill  his  purpois  knew, 

Commandit  lies  with  diligence  and  cuir, 

For  till  abstene  fra  all  wrang  and  injure, 

Fra  Edfridus  and  the  Pechtis  also, 

Quhill  tyme  of  trewis  war  passit  and  ago.  29,670 

Als  gaif  command  that  tyme  to  euerie  man, 

For  to  prowyde  alss  gudlie  as  he  can, 

For  hors,  harnes,  and  al  sic  ganand  geir, 

That  neidfull  war  into  the  tyme  of  weir. 

Or  the  tent  monet[h]  passit  wes  compleit,  29,675 

This  Edfridus  quhilk  reddie  wes  and  meit 

For  mort  battell,  with  all  thing  as  him  lest, 

He  causit  hes  withoutin  ony  rest, 

Full  niony  Saxone  efter  on  ane  da, 

Richt  mekle  gude  tak  out  of  Gallowa ;  29,680 

And  sindrie  men  into  the  tyme  tha  slaw, 

That  maid  defence  their  guidis  to  reskew. 

How    Eugenius    send    to    Edfridus,^    askand 
Eedres  of  the  Spul^e  that  he  tuke  aw  a, 

Eugenius  quhen  that  he  knew  that  thing, 

Ane  herald  send  to  Edfridus  the  king, 

Askand  agane  the  spulte  to  restoir,  29,685 

Be  the  conditioun  maid  wes  of  befoir. 

Siclike  the  men  for  to  deliuerit  be, 

The  slauchter  maid,  to  his  auctoritie, 

As  ressoun  wald,  for  to  be  in  his  will, 

On  to  quhat  pane  that  he  wald  put  thame  till.    29,690 

Quhen  this  wes  said,  the  quhilk  wes  all  in  vane. 

This  Edfridus  tliis  ansuer  maid  agane ; 

"  Gude  freind,"  he  said,  "  to  the  I  say  full  suir, 

*'  This  tyme  to  ^ow  we  haif  done  na  injure. 


'  In  MS.,  et  postea,  Egfridus. 
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"  For-quhy,"  he  said  "  it  is  in  oure  defence,  29,695 

"  Befoir  to  ws  ^e  did  sic  violence 

"  In  tyme  of  peax  and  wald  no  mendis  mak  ; 

"  Sen  lefull  is  agane  to  ws  to  tak 

"  At  our  awin  hand,  sen  ze  will  keip  no  law, 

"  For  band  or  aith,  for  seill  or  tit  for  saw.  29,7oo 

"  Thaii-foir,"  he  said,  "  tow  sail  gif  traist  to  me, 

"  Of  tow  no  way  sen  we  can  sicker  be, 

"  Within  aucht  dais,  and  I  be  levand  man, 

"  In  ^our  boundis  with  all  power  I  can, 

"  I  sail  persew  tow  baith  with  fyre  and  blude ;  29,705 

"  Tak  thair  till  ansuer  schortlie  to  conclude." 


How    EUGENIUS,     THE     KiNG     OF     SCOTTIS,     PASSIT         Col.  2. 

IN  Gallowa  with  ane  Armie  aganis  the 
Saxonis  and  Pechtis. 

Eugenius,  quhen  he  this  ansuer  knew. 

Ilk  word  be  word  as  the  herald  him  schew, 

Held  vp  his  handis  to  the  hevin  on  hicht, 

Beseikand  God  that  all  perreU  and  plicht  29,710 

To  licht  on  him  and  on  na  vther  man. 

In  quhome  that  fraude  and  falsheid  first  began. 

Contraccit  syne  ane  greit  power  togidder, 

Quhairto  that  tyme  wes  no  man  laith  no  lidder, 

Baith  pung  and  aid  that  waponis  docht  to  29,715 

weild. 
On  fit  and  hors  to  follow  him  on  feild. 
To  Gallowa  syne  tuke  the  gait  full  rycht. 
With  staitlie  standertis  streikit  vpone  hycht. 
King  Edfridus,  or  he  came  thair  befoir, 
And  kmg  of  Pechtis  with  mekle  bost  and  schoir,  29,720 
By  the  se  coist  with  all  thair  power  lay, 
Segeand  ane  castell  caUit  wes  Dunskey. 
This  Edfridus  that  tyme  quhen  he  did  heir 
The  king  of  Scottis  cumand  wes  so  neir, 
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He  left  the  seig  and  passit  to  the  feild,  29,723 

With  mony  man  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 
The  quhilk  in  battell  oft  befoir  liad  vse, 
And  met  the  Scottis  on  the  water  of  Luse, 

Heir    followis    the    Ordour    and   Maner    of 
THE  greit    Battell  betuix  Eugenius  and 

THE   SAXONIS. 

With  mony  baner  brodin  wes  full  bricht, 

Lyke  ony  lanterne  kest  ane  aureat  lycht,  29,730 

And  staitlie  standertis  streikit  in  the  air, 

Agane  the  face  of  Phebus  flamand  fair. 

The  Scottis  als  vpoun  the  tother  syde, 

Decernit  wes  in  battell  for  till.byde, 

Of  thair  injuris  to  revengit  be,  29,735 

And  neuir  ane  fit  out  of  that  feild  to  fle, 

Suppois  thair  ly  vis  sould  all  be  forlorne  ; 

Thairto  ilkane  war  bayth  oblist  and  sworne. 

With  baneris  braid  that  brodin  wer  all  new. 

With  gold  and  siluer,  and  with  asur  blew,  29,740 

Palit  with  purpure,  plesand  and  perfite, 

Quhair  on  to  luke  it  wes  ane  grit  delyte. 

The  trumpettis  blew  with  sic  ane  mirre  sound, 

Quhill  that  thair  beir  gart  all  the  bankis  rebound. 

The  bowmen  bald  syne  enterit  in  the  feild ;  29,745 

Thair  scliarp  schutting  lies  schorne  mony  scheild, 

Doand  grit  skayth  in  the  breist  of  the  oist, 

Quhair  throw  richt  mony  in  the  tyme  wes  lost. 

How    THE    PeCHTIS    FLED    OR    THE    FeILD    ENTERIT. 

The  Pechtis  all,  or  euir  the  feild  did  June, 

In  rayit  battell  till  ane  montane  sone,  29,750 

Quhat  wes  the  caus  I  can  nocht  to  ^ow  sa, 

In  rayit  feild  tha  fled  rycht  fast  awa. 
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Qulien  Saxonis  saw  the  Peclitis  war  all  fled, 

Doutles  that  tyme  tlia  wer  rycht  soir  adred  ; 

Quhairfoir  abak  tha  ^eid  ane  litill  we,  29,753 

With  greit  apperance  that  tha  suld  all  fle. 

This  Edfridus  thairof  wes  nocht  content : 

Amang  his  men,  to  gif  thame  hardiment, 

With  bair  visage  he  passit  to  and  fro,  Lib.9,f.i46. 

.  Col  1 

Quhair  perrell  wes  he  sparit  nocht  till  go ;  29,760 

Syne  at  the  last,  throw  auenture  and  caice, 

With  ane  arrow  wes  woundit  in  the  face, 

With  [sic]  power  that  persit  hes  his  held, 

Syne  af  his  hors  amang  thame  fell  donn  deid. 


How   EUGENIUS   VINCUST  THE   SAXONI.S   IN   FeILD. 

The  Scottis  than  all  with  ane  cry  and  schout,      29,7C5 

That  in  that  tyme  war  baith  stalwart  and  stout, 

Vponn  the  Saxonis  dourlie  that  tha  dang, 

With  sic  ane  reird  quhill  all  the  rochis  rang. 

Langar  to  byde  the  Saxonis  had  no  miclit ; 

Out  of  the  feild  tha  fled  and  tuke  the  flicht.         29,770 

The  Scottis  fast  syne  follouit  on  the  chace, 

And  vp  and  doun  in  mony  sindrie  place, 

In  euerie  pairt  quhair  that  tha  war  ouirtane, 

Of  Saxone  blude  thair  chapit  neuir  ane. 

Richt  mony  than,  to  swome  that  had  na  vse,        29,775 

Wes  drownit  that  da  in  the  water  of  Luse. 

Tuentie  thousand,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

Of  Saxone  blude  deit  thair  that  da, 

Tliat  stalwart  [war]  sum  tyme  to  mak  ganestand. 

And  Edfridus,  king  of  Northumberland,  29,780 

For  his  falsheid,  as  it  wes  richt  weill  kend, 

Amang  the  laif  he  maid  ane  febill  end. 

Sex  thousand  Scottis  in  the  samin  tyde, 

Deit  that  da  vpoune  the  tother  syde. 

VOL.    IL  T 
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Eugenius,  with  greit  honour  and  gloir,  29,785 

Of  that  grit  feild  tlie  spnlie  les  and  moir, 

To  euerie  man  efter  his  facultie, 

Richt  equallie  distribut  than  hes  he, 

To  euerie  man  efter  his  regard, 

And  gaif  amang  thame  mony  riche  reward.  29,790 

Syne  passit  hame,  with  greit  triumph  and  glore, 

To  the  same  place  that  he  come  fra  befoir. 

How   King   Brudeus,  efter  the  Saxonis   had 

TYNT   THE     FeILD,    PASSIT   AND   DESTROYIT  ALL 

Northumberland. 

King  ^  Brudeus  of  Pechtis  quhen  he  knew, 

In  that  battell  that  laitlie  wes  of  new, 

Sa  mony  Saxone  slane  wes  in  the  feild,  29,795 

Of  Edfridus  the  king  also  wes  keild, 

And  of  the  Scottis  sa  mony  wer  slane, 

That  eselie  tha  micht  nocht  weill  agane 

To  thair  strenthis  within  schort  quhile  restoir, 

With  sic  power  as  tha  had  befoir,  29,800 

Thairfoir  richt  sone,  but  stop  or  iit  ganestand, 

He  enterit  hes  into  Northumberland, 

With  all  the  power  that  he  douch[t]  to  be, 

Crabit  and  kene,  full  of  crudelitie ; 

Quliilk  vsit  [hes]  that  tyme  into  his  yre  29,805 

Richt  greit  distructione  baith  of  blude  and  fyre. 

Tha  sauit  nane  befoir  thame  that  tha  fand, 

Ouir  all  the  pairtis  of  Northumberland. 

With  greit  oppressioun  in  that  tyme  tha  wrocht, 

Northumberland  had  all  bene  put  to  nocht  29,810 

Richt  haistelie,  I  wat  rycht  weill  as  than, 

Had  nocht  bene  Cuthbert  that  same  halie  man. 
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Throw  his  requeist  and  way  is  that  he  fand, 
Quhilk  bischop  wes  than  of  Northumberland,  Col.  2. 

Throw  his  prayer  he  mesit  hes  his  yre,  29,815 

And  stanchit  hes  baith  battell,  bhide  and  fyre. 

How   THAT  THE   PeCHTIS  DISCORDIT  AMANG  THAME 
SELFFIS. 

Sone  efterwart,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Amang  thame  self,  for  pairting  of  the  pra, 

Richt  suddanelie  tha  fell  into  greit  strj'fe, 

Quhair  throw  that  mony  loissit  hes  the  lyfe,         29,820 

And  mony  berne  als  for  to  bleid  fuU  braid, 

Amang  thame  self  richt  mekle  slauchter  maid, 

That  force  it  wes,  gif  I  rycht  wnderstand, 

Pas  hame  agane  and  leve  Northumberland. 

Schort  quhile  efter  that  done  wes  all  this  thing,  29,825 

Eugenius,  the  fourt  teir  of  his  ring. 

With  greit  murning,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

Of  euerie  man,  closit  his  latter  dais. 

His  bodie  syne  with  all  honour  tha  buir 

To  lona  Yle  and  put  in  sepulture.  29,830 

How   Eugenius  the   Saxt,  and  Sone  of   Fer- 

QUHARD,  efter  THE  DeID  OF  THIS  ILK  Eu- 
GENIUS,  WES  CROWNIT  KiNG  OF  SCOTTIS,  AND 
OF   HIS   NOBILL   DeIDIS. 

This  beand  done  befoir  as  ze  haue  hard, 

Eugenius  the  sone  wes  of  Ferquhard, 

Tlie  saxt  king  also  wes  of  that  name, 

With  Adanus  ane  father  of  greit  fame, 

That  bischop  wes  that  tyme  of  Mona  Yle  29,835 

Wnder  his  cuir  he  wes  into  that  quhile, 

With  haill  consent  of  all  man  to  sic  thing, 

He  crownit  wes  of  Scottis  to  be  king. 

X  2 
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Deuoit  lie  wes,  as  that  my  author  sais ; 
Greit  honour  als  he  did  in  all  his  dais  29,84o 

To  kirk  and  kirkmen  quhill  his  tyme  mycht  lest  ; 
The  puir  pepill  he  keipit  wnopprest, 
In  peax  and  rest  quhair  euir  tha  lest  to  go, 
With  euerie  lord  weill  louit  wes  also. 
Tlie  halie  Lischop  callit  Adanan,  29,845 

Of  Mona  He  the  quhilk  wes  bischop  than, 
And  bischop  Cuthbert  of  Northumberland, 
Thir  tna  togidder  baith  into  ane  band, 
Causit  this  king  gude  peax  and  rest   to  mak 
With  all  Saxone,  and  trewis  for  to  tak,  29,850 

Bot  for  na  thing  that  tha  culd  sa  or  do, 
With  Brudeus  he  wald  neuir  grant  thairto 
Trewis  to  tak,  for-quhy  tha  wer  so  fals 
To  Scottis  ay  and  to  the  Saxonis  als  ; 
As  previt  weill  schort  quhile  befoir  in  deid,  29,855 

Left  thame  in  feild  quhen  that  tha  had  most  neid. 
^it  neuirtheles  thir  holie  bischopis  than. 
With  deuoit  mynd  and  all  the  cuir  tha  can, 
Greit  diligence  tha  haif  maid  nycht  and  da. 
For  gude  concord  betuix  thir  kingis  tua.  29,860 

So  at  the  last  reveillit  wes  thame  till. 
As   plesit  God  that   tyme  he  wald  fulfill, 
Thir  kingis  tuo  ilk  other  sould  invaid, 
^it  for  thair  saik  sic  intercessioun  maid. 
It  grantit  wes  be  gratius  God  so  hie,  29,865 

Betuix  thame  tua  na  mort  battell  suld  be. 
And  so  it  wes  with  mekle  sturt  and  stryfe, 
Lib.9,  f.HGb.  For  all  the  tyme  of  this  Eugenius  lyffe, 
With  mekill  sturt  and  euerie  da  on  steir ; 
Quhill  of  his  ring  syne  efter  the  tent  leir  29,870 

He  tuke  his  leve  and  passit  to  the  laif ; 
In  lona  Yle  syne  closit  wes  in  his  gi-aif. 
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How    Ajubrigillus,   the    Sone    of    the     Fyft 

EUGENIUS,    EFTER    THE   DeID    OF    THIS    EUGE- 
NIUS,   WAS   CROWNIT   KiNG. 

Efter  his  deitli  with  haill  consent  and  will 

Of  euerilk  man,  ane  callit  Ambrigill, 

Quhilk  wes  the  sone  of  fyft  Eugene  the  king,      29,875 

Wes  crownit  than  in  Scotland  for  to  ring. 

Befoir  this  tyme  with  ilk  man  wes  weill  lude, 

So  gentill  wes,  so  gratius  and  so  gude, 

So  leill,  so  large  with  liberalitie ; 

S}nie  quhen  he  come  to  sic  auctoritie,  29,880 

Ane  war  king  syne,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

In  Albione  wes  nocht  into  his  dais. 

His  vicis  all  I  list  nocht  now  to  number, 

For-quhy  to  me  it  war  ouir  mekle  cummer. 

Of  sic  rehers  thairfoir  heir  will  I  rest,  29,885 

Sen  gude  it  is  ay  for  to  say  the  best. 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  callit  wes  Garnard, 

Off  Ambrigillus  quhen  he  knew  and  hard 

With  his  liegis  all  how  he  wes  ill  lude, 

And  specialUe  with  gi-ittest  men  of  gude,  29,890 

Traistand  his  tyme  wes  than  most  oportune. 

For  to  revenge  injuris  that  war  done 

To  him  befoir,  without  stop  or  ganestand, 

With  ane  gi'eit  oist  he  enterit  in  his  land ; 

And  gi-eit  distructione  in  the  tyme  he  maid,         29,895 

Birnand  thair  boundis  that  war  lang  and  braid. 

The  Scottis  lordis,  quhen  tha  hard  and  knev/ 

So  greit  distructioun  maid  wes  of  the  new, 

Convenit  thame  with  than-  king  Ambrigill, 

And  causit  him,  richt  sair  agane  his  will,  29,900 

Than  for  to  pas  with  all  power  and  micht, 

Agane  his  fa  for  to  defend  his  richt. 

Syne  v]ioun  Tay,  besyde  ane  lytill  toiin, 

Remainit  thair  and  set  thair  paheonis  doun. 
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That  samiii  iiycht  this  ilk  king  Ambrigill,  29,905 

With  tua  feiris  that  he  had  chosin  him  till, 

Onto  the  closit  quyetlie  zeid  he 

Richt  secreitlie  to  his  necessitie. 

Be  auentiire  as  he  wes  sittand  thair, 

Ane  small  arrow,  that  scharpe  as  rasoiir  schair,    29,9io 

It  maid  his  hart  that  tyme  to  brek  and  brist ; 

Bot  quha.  it  wes  thair  wes  tit  nane  that  wist. 

The  secund  teir  of  this  ilk  kingis  ring, 

So  endit  he  that  doucht  bot  litill  thing : 

To  lona  Yle  than  had  wes  to  the  lawe,  29,915 

With  all  honour  wes  graithit  thair  in  graiie. 

How    EUGENIUS     THE     SeVINT,    AND     BrUTHER     OF 

THIS     Ambrigill,     efter     his     Deid    wes 
CROWNiT  King. 

Eugenius,  of  that  name  the  sewint  king, 
With  haill  consent  [than]  baith  of  aid  and  ting, 
Of  Ambrigill  the  bruther  als  wes  he, 
Wes  chosin  than  thair  ^  king  and  prince  to  be,      29,920 
With  haill  consent  of  toung  and  aid  than  bayth, 
Into  that  tyme  that  tlia  soiild  tak  na  skaith, 
Perfitlie  than  so  that  he  micht  provyde 
The  haill  armie  for  to  convoy  and  gyde. 
Col.  2.      This  king  Eugene  richt  weill  he  kend  and  knew,  29,925 
For  to  gif  feild  that  time  he  wes  ouir  few. 
For  that  same  cans  ane  schort  trewis  tuik  he, 
Quhill  efterwart  gif  so  hapnit  to  be 
Peax  and  rest  betuix  thame  for  to  mak  ; 
Of  this  titell  betuix  thame  trewis  tha  tak.  29,930 

This  beand  done,  as  te  haif  hard  me  sa. 
Ilk  man  tuke  leve  and  passit  liame  his  wa, 
Tak  tent  to  me  and  te  sail  heir  me  tell 
Of  sick  freindschip  betuix  thame  efter  fell. 

»  In  MS.  his. 
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How   EWGENIUS   WADDIT   GaRNARDUS  >    DOCHTER. 

Sone  efterwart,  as  iny  author  did  sa,  29,935 

Garnardiis  dochter  callit  Spontana, 

Of  pulchritude  richt  plesand  and  decoir, 

For  to  conferme  the  trewis  tane  befoir, 

And  for  that  cans  moir  kyndnes  thame  betuene, 

Eugenius  hes^  tane  to  be  his  queue.  29,940 

Syne  sone  efter  into  the  secund  leir, 

It  hapnit  syne  as  I  sail  say  tow  heir. 

Into  Atholl  condampnit  wes  ane  man, 

And  put  to  deid,  quhilk  wes  of  ane  grit  elan ; 

Tua  sonis  had  wes  of  ane  cursit  kynd,  29,945 

Thair  fatheris  deid  thai  buir  ay  in  thair  mynd, 

Into  thair  hart  ascending  ay  so  hie, 

Off  that  injure  for  to  revengit  be. 

Syne  secreitlie,  sone  efter  on  ane  nycht, 

Tha  slew  this  queue  wnwist  of  ony  wicht,  29,950 

Into  hir  bed,  saikles  of  all  sick  thing, 

Trowand  that  tyme  that  scho  had  bene  the  king. 

Sua  of  thair  pra  thai  war  richt  far  begylit, 

Slayand  this  queue  consauit  greit  with  chihl, 

To  fyle  thair  handis  with  so  greit  ane  cryme,       29,955 

Syne  of  thair  purpois  come  no  speid  that  tyme. 

This  cruell  caice  quhen  it  wes  herd  and  knawin, 

To  all  the  lordis  of  the  realme  syne  schawin, 

The  wyit  and  caus  of  all  that  cruell  thing 

The  pepill  put  alhaill  vpoun  the  king,  29,960 

Richt  sone  gart  set  ane  counsall  in  the  tyme, 

For  till  accuiss  him  of  that  samin  cryme. 

As  he  the  wyit  of  all  that  thing  had  bene, 

With  euerie  man  so  louit  wes  the  queue. 

Syne  as  God^  wald,  thir  folk  tha[t]  so  offendit    29.9Co 

That  same  tyme  wer  ilkane  apprehendit, 


•  In  MS.  Gernardus.  I       ^  In  MS.  yold. 
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Befoir  ane  juge  syne  broch[t]  into  the  tynie, 
Convictit  wes  thair  of  that  crnell  cryme, 
Syne  on  ane  gallons  hangit  war  fnll  he, 
And  doggis  meit  all  efter  maid  to  be.  29,970 

The  pepill  all  richt  blyth  wes  of  thair  king, 
That  he  wes  fund  so  saikles  of  that  thing  ; 
And  had  noclit  bene  the  bischop  of  Annane, 
Quhilk  cansit  him  to  pretermit  as  than, 
He  had  persewit  scharplie  in  the  tyme  29,973 

The  lordis  all  that  put  to  him  sic  cryme. 
Thairof  that  tyme  he  clengit  wes  richt  clene, 
For  so  God  wald  ane  innocent  had  bene. 
Eugenius  syne  efter  all  liis  dais 

In  peax  and  rest,  as  that  my  author  sais,  29,980 

With  Pecht  and  Saxone  all  his  tyme  wes  he : 
Ane  man  he  wes  of  greit  ^'rbanitie. 
Of  his  faderis  preceidand  him  befoir, 
Of  ill  and  gude  thair  deidis  les  and  moir, 
He  gart  collect  togidder  in  ane  storie,  29,985 

That  tha  suld  be  in  euir  lasting  memorie. 
Thair  nobibies  and  all  thair  duchtie  deidis, 
That  euerie  [man]  that  heiris  thame  or  reidis, 
Lib.9,  f.i47.    VVisdome  ma  leir,  and  suith  exempill  tak 

Honour  to  win  and  to  wmschew  greit  lak.  29,990 

Of  Romanis,  Saxonis,  Peclitis  and  of  Britis, 

Collectit  hes  siclike,  my  author  writis. 

In  Albione  thair  deidis  les  and  moir, 

Onto  that  da  preceidand  him  befoir. 

In  lona  Yle  syne  in  Ecolumkill,  29,995 

Put  thame  to  keip  at  all  plesour  aiid  will  ; 

That   euerie  man  quha  lykis  for  to  reid, 

Micht  efter  wart  knaw  his  foirfaderis  deid. 


croniclis  of  scotland.  329 

Off  [ane]  halik  Scottis  Armeit  callit  Done- 

WALD. 

That  samin  tyme,  as  my  authour  ine  tald, 

Ane  Scottis  maa  wes  callit  Donewald,  30,000 

Amano"  the  Peclitis  in  Orestia, 

In  wildernes  he  duelt  richt  mony  da. 

In  grit  pennance  ane  scharpe  lyfe  thair  he  lied, 

With  breid  of  beir  and  cald  water  wes  fed  ; 

Quhairof  that  tyme  rycht  'weill  content  wes  he,    30,005 

Onis  of  the  da  for  to  refreshit  be. 

Nyne  dochteris  als  into  that  tyme  he  hed, 

Of  siclyke  fude  the  samin  tyme  wes  fed, 

Quhilk  Virginia  wer  withoutin  ony  blame, 

The  eldest  hecht  Maiota  to  her  name,  30,0i0 

The  secund  sister  callit  Fyncana  ; 

Quhat  hecht  the  laif  I  cannot  to  tow  sa, 

For-quhy  my  author  schew  thame  nocht  to  me  ; 

Thair  namis  now  thairfoir  I  will  lat  be. 

Of  thir  virginis,  bot  gif  my  author  leid,  30,015 

In  legend  of  [the]  virginis  that  I  reid, 

I  fand  neuir  ^it  in  no  autentik  write, 

Of  nane  vther  moir  liolie  and  perfyte. 

Efter  the  deid  thair  of  thair  father'  syne, 

Be  ordenance  of  the  greit  God  devyne,  30,020 

Tha  war  promouit  till  ane  vther  place 

At  will  and  plesour  of  the  kingis  grace. 

Ane  greit  village  hecht  Othilenia', 

Quhilk  Abirnethie  callit  is  this  da. 

The  kirk  of  Peclitis  metropolitane,  30,025 

Into  the  toun  foundit  and  feft  wes  than ; 

Translatit  syne  into  the  Scottis  dais 

To  Sanct  Androis,  as  that  my  author  sais. 

The  king  2  of  Pechtis,  quhilk  Garnard  hecht  to  name, 

Tliir  nyne  sisteris  quliilk  wer  of  bo  greit  fame,     30,030 


>  In  MS.fat/uris.  j      2  in  MS.  ^ing  Mny. 
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At  tliair  requeist  ane  proper  mansioun 
He  biggit  thame  into  that  samin  toiin, 
With  kirk  and  queir,  to  sing  and  for  to  sa 
Thair  obseruance  and  ouris  of  the  da. 
Thair  tha  remanit  lang  and  mony  leir,  30,035 

In  fasting,  walking,  and  devoit  prayer, 
With  perseuerance  to  thair  latter  da. 
Syne  erdit '  all,  as  my  author  did  say, 
Wnder  ane  aik  that  wes  baitli  grit  and  hie, 
Quhilk  standis  tit  as  sum   sais  to  se.  30,040 

Eugenius,  of  quhome  befoir  le  hard, 
That  weddit  lied  the  dochter  of  Garnard, 
Tha  keipit  ay  richt  gude  affinitie. 
In  peice  and  rest  with  lufe  and  cheritie. 
In  gude  concord  withoutin  ony  feid  ;  30,045 

Schort  quhile  befoir  thir  halie  virginis  deid, 
This  king  Eugene  with  all  humanitie. 
Come  to  thair  place  thair  obseruance  to  se, 
For  the  greit  fame  of  halines  tha  had, 
Quhilk  in  the  tyme  ouir  Albione  it  spred.  30,050 

Col.  2.       This  king  Garnard,  quhilk  hapnit  to  be  thair. 

And  all  his  lordis  with  him  baith  les  and  mair, 

Ressauit  him  richt  blythUe  and  benyng, 

With  all  honour  pertenyng  to  ane  king. 

With  greit  triumph,  with  mekle  pla  and  si)ort.     30,055 

Bot  sic  vane  gloir,  the  quhilk  lestis  richt  schort. 

It  endit  sone  with  cair  and  greit  murnyng. 

Within  schort  quhile  this  ilk  Eugenius  king, 

That  samin  tyme  assaillit  wes  so  sair 

With  greit  seiknes,  that  he  micht  leva  na  mair,    30,060 

Quhilk  of  his  ring  wes  than  the  sevint  leiv. 

With  mony  lord  his  bodie  on  ane  beir, 

In  lona  Yle  quhair  that  tha  buir  him  till, 

He  bureit  wes  into  Ecolumkill. 


'  In  MS.  endit. 
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How    MuRDO,    THE    Brutheii    Sone    of    this 

EUGENIUS,     EFTER     HIS     DeID,    WAS     CROWN  IT 

King  of  Scottis. 

His  bruther  son,  efter  that  he  wes  deid,  30,065 

Callit  Murdo,  succeidit  in  his  steid. 

Ane  man  he  wes  of  religiositie, 

For  all  his  tyme  with  greit  tranquillitie 

With  his  nichtbouris  in  peice  and  rest  he  rang, 

But  outwart  weir  or  ony  inwart  wrang.  30,070 

The  kirk  of  Christ  he  gart  agane  restoir 

Till  all  fredome  sic  as  it  had  befoir. 

The  kirkis  [all],  the  quhilk  war  fallin  doun 

In  weir  befoii-,  and  brocht  to  confiisioune, 

Than  tuyss  alss  weiU  he  biggit  hes  agane,  30,07ft 

With  neidfull  thingis  for  preistis  to  remane, 

Thair  obseruance  thairfoir  to  say  and  sing, 

That  neidfull  ar  that  tha  sould  want  nothing. 

Into  Quhiterne  alss  in  tlie  sarain  tyme, 

Ane  fair  tempill  biggit  of  stane  and  lyme,  30,080 

Quhilk  in  greit  weir  distroyit  wes  befoir  ; 

Syne  feft  he  hes,  thair  to  rem  ane  euir  inoir, 

Religious  men  thairfoir  to  sing  and  sa, 

Quhilk  religioun  remanis  thair  this  da. 

Syne  efterwart  quhen  endit  wes  this  thing,  3o,085 

The  saxtenit  teir  that  tyme  of  his  ring, 

He  tuke  his  leif  tlian  baith  at  gude  and  ill, 

And  grauit  wes  into  Ecolumkill. 

How  Ethfyn,  the  Sone  of  Eugenius  the 
Sevint,  efter  the  Deid  of  ]\Iurdo,  wes 
CROWNiT  King. 

Ane  nobill  man  that  callit  wes  Ethfyn, 

With  haill  consent  of  all  baith  mair  and  myu,     30,09u 

Of  sevint  king  Ewgene  sone  also  wes  he, 

And  crownit  king  of  Scotland  for  to  be. 
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In  all  his  tyme  he  louit  weill  ay  peice, 
All  weir  and  wrang  he  causit  for  to  ceis  ; 
Thift  and  reif,  and  all  sic  oppin  eryme,  30,095 

Durst  nocht  be  vsit  intill  all  his  tyme. 
In  Albione  "wes  nocht  ane  better  king, 
Quhill  he  micht  steir  or  had  toutheid  to  ring. 
Syne  efterwart  he  grew  into  sic  eild, 
As  he  wes  wont  he  micht  nocht  walk  on  feilcl ;  30,100 
Sic  travell  than  he  micht  nocht  weill  induir, 
To  foure  lordis  thairfoir  he  gaif  the  cuir, 
With  haill  consent  of  all  the  lordis  than. 
The  lord  of  Athole  callit  wes  Colan, 
The  secimd,  Donald  lord  wes  of  Argyle,  30,i06 

Conraith  of  Mar  quhilk  lord  wes  in  that  quhile, 
The  fourt,  Murdo  lord  wes  of  Gallowa ; 
Lib.9,  f.i47b.  On  tliir  four  committit  wes  alwa 

To  reull  and  steir  all  Scotland  at  thair  will, 

With  equale  justice  baith  to  gude  and  ill.  30,110 


How  ANE   Man   in   the  Ylis,  callit   Donald, 

REBELLIT   AG  AN  IS   THE    KiNG   THAT   TyME. 

Sone  efter  this,  as  my  author  me  tald, 

Ane  of  the  Ylis  callit  wes  Donald, 

Ane  plesand  persoun  and  of  large  stature, 

^it  neuirtheles  he  wes  rycht  euill  of  nature  ; 

In  all  his  tyme  he  lukit  neuir  to  ressone,  30,115 

Bot  thift  and  reif,  murtlmre  and  opin  tressone ; 

In  Gallowa  he  wes  committit  than. 

With  grit  oppressioun  of  richt  mony  man. 

Ane  lang  quhile  so  at  his  awin  will  he  wrocht, 

And  mony  man  he  to  confusioun  brocht.  30,120 

This  lord  Murdo,  that  regent  wes  that  tyme, 

Maid  na  remeid  agane  that  cruell  cryrae. 

At  his  awin  plesour  thoillit  him  rebell, 

Quhat  wes  the  cans  I  can  nocht  to  tow  tell ; 
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Bofc  sum  man  said,  quha  lykis  for  to  reid,  30,125 

Himself  wes  causs  of  all  sic  wickit  deid, 

Quliairof  lie  thocht  richt  litill  schame  or  syn. 

That  samin  tyrae  the  agit  king  Ethfyn 

Departit  hes,  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  king, 

The  threttie  teir  and  no  les  of  his  ring  ;  30,i30 

To  lona  Yle  the  lordis  syne  him  buir, 

Amang  the  lane  put  liim  in  sepulture. 


How     EWGENIUS,    THE     SONE     OF     KiNG     MURDO, 
WES   CROWNIT   EFTER   THE   DeID   OF   THE   KiNG 

Ethfyn. 

Eugenius,  the  sone  of  king  Murdo, 

The  auchtane  king  wes  of  that  name  also, 

At  ane  counsall  togidder  in  Argyle,  30,135 

Wes  crownit  king  into  that  samin  quhile. 

Sone  efter  syne  that  he  wes  crownit  king, 

Richt  diligent  he  wes  in  that  same  thing ; 

Nycht  nor  da  na  sojorne  wald  he  mak. 

This  ilk  Donald  quhill  that  he  hes  gart  tak,         30,1 40 

And  all  the  laif  that  caus  wes  of  that  cryme ; 

Syne  on  ane  gallons  in  the  samin  tyme, 

He  maid  thame  all  without  remeid  to  de. 

Sone  efter  syne  of  his  auctoritie, 

This  lord  Murdo,  of  quhome  I  spak  befoir,  30,145 

Accusit  hes  of  all  thing  les  and  moir 

That  Donald  did,  giiffand  him  wyte  of  aw, 

For  he  on  him  wald  nocht  exerce  the  law  ; 

Quhairfoir  he  said  he  had  moir  wyte  no  he, 

And  for  that  caus  condampnit  wes  to  de.  30,150 

The  tother  tlire  of  regentis  gart  accuiss 

Sone  efter  that,  becaus  tha  wald  not  vss 

Justice  and  law  be  thair  auctoritie, 

As  wes  decreitit  for  that  tyme  to  be ; 
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And  speciallie  for  caus  that  [thai]  no  wald  30,155 

Resist  the  wrang  than  of  this  ilk  Donald, 
The  quhilk  that  tyme  tha  war  oblist  to  do. 
And  tha  agane  sic  ansuer  maid  thairto, 
Sayand  no  wyit  thairof  to  thame  redundis, 
For-quhy  sic  wrang  wes  nocht  done  in  thair        3o,i60 

boundis, 
And  tha  audit  bot  ansuer  for  to  mak, 
Of  no  moir  cuir  nor  tha  did  wndertak. 
Be  sic  ressoun  that  tyme  tha  fand  remeid, 
Quhairby  tha  war  deliuerit  fra  deid  ; 
^it  neuirtheles  for  thair  grit  negligence,  30,165 

Wald  nocht  resist  agane  so  greit  ane  offence, 
Or  that  tha  culd  be  clengit  of  that  cryme, 
Richt  mekle  gold  tha  gaif  into  the  tyme 
Onto  the  king,  or  that  thai  culd  be  fred 
Col.  2.       Out  of  that  feid  and  of  thair  purpois  sped.  30,i7o 

This  beand  done  withoutin  ony  ganestand, 
Thair  wes  no  lord  that  tyme  in  all  his  land, 
That  for  his  lyfe  ane  vther  durst  injure. 
Or  be  so  pert  for  to  oppres  the  puir. 
Quhairfoir  that  tyme  rycht  weill  louit  wes  he      30,175 
With  auld  and  toung  of  hie  and  law  degre, 
And  as  thair  father  in  that  tyme  had  bene  ; 
Wes  none  so  maid  that  durst  euill  of  him  mene. 

How     THE     King     Eugenius    sone    efterwart 

CHANGIT      FRA     ANE    NOBILL    PrINCE    TO    ANE 

Tirrane. 

Sone  efter  syne,  as  my  author  did  wryte, 

I  can  nocht  tell  thairof  quhat  had  the  wyte,         30,i80 

He  changit  syne  into  ane  vther  man, 

And  left  the  way  in  quhome  he  first  began. 

With  fornicatioun  far  he  wes  infeccit, 

With  auerice  so  blindit  and  so  blekkit, 
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He  countit  nocht  quliaiv  riclies  wes  to  wyn,  30,i85 

At  riclit  or  wi-ang  be'  conscience  to  begyn. 

Set  at  the  last  befoir  his  lordis  all, 

Ane  innocent  for  to  condamne  gart  call, 

For  his  riches  to  put  him  self  to  deid. 

Quhairfoir  thair  raiss  greit  murmour  in  that        30,190 

steid, 
With  sic  ane  schoiit,  and  sic  ane  scliouder  and 

schow, 
That  eiiirilk  one  that  tyme  ^eid  other  throw : 
All  this  that  tyme  wes  done  bot  for  ane  trane. 
With  sic  ane  slicht  qiihill  that  the  king  wes  slane. 
Amang  thair  handis  deid  thair  lie  fell  doun,         30,195 
The  thrid  teir  efter  that  he  tuike  the    cronn. 
His  ill  counsall  in  handis  all  were  tane, 
And  on  ane  gallons  maid  to   de  ilkane ; 
His  bodie  als  into  the  samin  quhile, 
Wes  borne  and  bnreit  in  to  lona  Yle.  30,200 

How  Fergus  the  Thrid,   the    Sone    of    Eth- 

FYNS,    efter    EuGENIUS,   WAS    CROWNIT    KiNG 
OF   SCOTTIS, 

Ethfyns  sone  with  haill  auctoritie, 

Fergus  the  thrid  than  of  that  name  wes  he, 

Efter  the  tyme  that  king  Eugene   wes  deid, 

He  crownit  wes  syne  efter  in  his  steid  ; 

And  fit  be  fit  vpone  king  Eugen[i]us  tred  30,205 

He  follouit  syne,  of  him  gif  I  richt  red. 

In  all  his  tyme  wes  neuir  nane  tit  war. 

To  fomicatioun  afiiectit  wes  so  far, 

Puttand  his  plesour  into  euerie  huir, 

That  of  his  wyfe  he  tuke  richt  litill  cuir.  30,210 

His  queue  thairof  richt  grit  displesour  tuik, 

And  mony  nicht  at  his  bed  syde  scho  woik, 

'  In  MS.  he. 
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BeseikanJ  him  that  lie  wald   nocht  sa  do  ; 
And  he   agaiie  tiiik  litill  tent  thairto, 
Bot  ay  the  niair  fulflllit  his  delyte,  30.215 

Takand  him  plesour  and  full  appetyte. 
This  quene  seand  thairof  he  wald  nocht  mend, 
Throw  greit  rancour  did  in  hir  hart  ascend, 
Into    the   nicht  the  thrid   teir  of  his  ring, 
With  hir  handis  scho  murdreist  this  ilk  king :      30,220 
And  so  that  tyme  scho  plaid  him  lill  for  law ; 
Gif  scho  did  weill  God  wait  or  nocht  ze  knaw. 
Vpone  the  morne  the  kingis  corss  wes  deid, 
Tha  brocht  it  furth   into  ane   opin  steid, 
Into  the  presens  of  the  pepill  aw,  30,225 

Lib9,  f.i48.    Quhair  tha  war  wont  to  execute  the  law; 
And  of  his  seruandis  mony  tuke  that  tyme, 
Accusand  tliame  richt  planelie  of  that  cryme, 
Quhill  tha  war  neir  condampnit  to  [the]  deid, 
Without  delay  but  respit  or  remeid,  30,230 

As  that  tyme  tha  culd  mak  than  no  defence. 
The  quene  richt  weill  that  knew  thair  innocence. 
Into  hir  hart  scho  had  richt  greit  petie 
For  hir  awin  deid  to  se  thame  saikles  de. 
Befoir  thame  all  scho  did  hir  than  confess,  30,235 

And  euirilk  thing  scho  schew  thame  moir  and  les, 
How  that  scho  did,  and  als  the  cans  quhairfoir. 
Ilk  word  be  word  scho  schew  thame  les  and  moir. 
Befoir  thame  all  scho  tuik  on  hir  that  tyme, 
Tha  men  wer  all  rycht  saikles  of  that  cryme  :       30,240 
Quhen  scho  had  said,  ane  lytill  knyfe  scho  drew, 
Thairwith  hir  self  rycht  suddantlie  scho  slew. 
To  put  hir  self  out  of  that  pley  and  pleid  ; 
Amang  thame  all  syne  to  the  ground  fell  deid. 
The  kingis  cors  into  the  samin  quhile,  30,245 

Tha  buir  and  bureit  in  to  lona  Yle. 
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How      SOLWATHEUS,      THE      SONE     OF      EUGENIUS, 
EFTER      THE      DeID      OF     THIS      FERGUS,      WES 

CROWNiT  King  of  Scottis. 

Ane  nobill  man  callit  Solwatheus, 

The  sone  also  wes  of  Eugenius, 

Off  that  ilk  name  that  wes  the  auchtane  king, 

Wes  crownit  than  in  Scotland  for  to  ring.  30,250 

Ane  man  of  gude  in  all  his  tyme  wes  he, 

Fra  that  he  come  to  sic  auctoritie. 

The  wynter  syne  wes  efter  that  tlire  ^eir, 

Into  the  snaw  at  htmting  of  the  deir, 

The  fervent  frost  so  bitter  wes  and  bald,  30,255 

Into  the  tyme  with  sic  acces  of  cald, 

Wnder  the  wand  aUone  quliair  that  he  woik, 

The  podagra  in  baith  his  fait  he  tuke  : 

Quliair  throw  he  wes  vnabill  all  his  dais, 

To  ryde  or  gang,  as  that  my  author  sais.  30,260 


How  Makdonald  rebellit  aganis  the  King. 

In  this  same  tyme  that  I  haif  to  tow  tald, 

Ane  of  the  Ylis  callit  Makdonald, 

Into  ane  Yle  that  callit  wes  than  Tyi-e,^ 

Quhairof  that  tyme  he  wes  bayth  lord  and  syre  ; 

Ane  man  also  of  greit  auctoritie,  30,265 

Of  all  the  Ylis  in  his  tyme  wes  he ; 

Richt  circumspect  he  wes  intill  all  thing. 

And  quhen  he  hard  and  knew  weill  that  the  king 

With  seiknes  vexit  in  the  tyme  wes  so, 

So  soir  that  he  micht  nother  ryde  nor  go,  30,270 

The  strenthis  all  into  the  Ylis  ilkone. 

Be  strenth  and  falsheid  in  the  tyme  hes  tone. 


'  In  MS.  Kyntyre. 
VOL,  II. 
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So^  grit  desyre  he  liad  of  staitlie  stylis, 

Callit  him  self  the  king  of  all  the  Ylis  : 

The  Ylis  als,  withoutin  pleid  or  pley,  30,275 

On  force  that  tyme  he  gart  thame  all  obey. 

Quhairof  that  tyme  he  culd  nocht  be  content ; 

Sone  efter  syne  he  come  in  continent, 

First  into  Lome,  syne  efter  in  Kintyre, 

With  greit  distructione  bayth  with  blude  and      30,280 

fyre. 
Solwatheus,  als  fast  as  he  that  wist, 
Sone  hes  he  send  his  power  to  resist 
The   lord  of  Athole,  callit  wes  Duchquhain, 
And  of  Argyle  the  lord  callit  Cullain. 
83^16  into  Lome   within  ane  litill  space,  30,285 

Col.  2.      Off  this  Banis  tha  maid  ane  haistie  chace 

Out  of  the  feild,  quhair  mony  men  wer  slane 

Off  liis  that  da  la  deid  vpoun  the  plane. 

Banis  Makdonald,  quhen  he  tint  the  feild. 

He  and  his  men  that  levand  war  wnkeild,  30,290 

Richt  speidelie  tha  sped  thame  in  the  tyde, 

On  till  ane  strenth  that  wes  neirhand  besyde, 

Betuix  ane  watter  and  ane  hingand  hewche, 

Wes  closit  in  with  mony  craig  and  clewche ; 

Except  ane  entrie  closit  round  about,  30,295 

Bot  at  that  place  raycht  nane  wyn  in  na  out. 

This  ilk  Banis  into  that  strenth  he  la, 

His  contra  part  than  keipit  that  entra : 

Without  thair  leve  micht  nane  pas  out  na  -  in. 

The  entrie  wes  so  Strang  and  euill  to  wyn.  30,300 

How  Banis  send  to  the  Lordis  for  Peax, 

Quhen  Banis  saw  it  mich[t]  na  better  be, 
That  force  it  wes  of  hunger  for  to  de, 

'  In  MS.  To.  I      •■'  In  MS.  outwa. 
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Or  for  to  cum  into  thair  grace  and  will, 

Richt  suddantlie  than  lies  he  send  thame  till. 

Sayand,  tha  sould  rycht  sone  and  suddantlie,        30,305 

All  kynd  of  armour  in  that  place  cast  by, 

And  waponis  als,   with  bow,  sword  and   knyfe, 

Into  that  tyme  sa  tha  wald  saue  thair  lyfe, 

Syne  lat  thame  fre  in  the  Ylis  hame  go. 

Of  that  conditioun  and  tha  wald  do  so,  30,310 

Richt   suddantlie  tha  sould  all  cum  thame  till, 

And  at  thair  plesour  put  thame  in  thair  will. 

Thir  tua  lordis  that  knew  full  weill  that  cace, 

How  tha  war  lokkit   in  so  Strang  ane  place, 

With  mony  craig  wes  closit  round  about,  30,315 

And  but  tliair  leif  weill  myclit  tha  noclit  wyn  out, 

And  force  the  caue  that  tyme'   [thairin]  to  be 

Into  that  same  place  of  hunger  for  to  de, 

Or  than  to  cum  and  put  thame  in  thair  will, 

On  to  quhat  pane  tlia  pleis  to  put  thame  till  ;     30,320 

To  thair  des^Te  tha  wald  not  grant  ane  word, 

Without  ilkane  come  with  ane  naikit  sword 

Vpoun  his  kne,  withoutin  pley  or  pleid, 

And  in  thair  willis  oiferit  vp  his  heid, 

As  plesit  thame  other  to  saue  or  sla.  30,325 

And  tha  agane  the  quhilk  wald  nocht  do  sa, 

Bot  gaif  thame   battell  haistilie  agane, 

And  faucht  that  da  quhill  tha  war  ilkane  slane. 

Sone  efter  syne  quhen  that  the  feild  wes  done, 

Thir  tua  lordis  passit  lies  richt  sone  30,330 

Onto  the  Ylis  with  thair  power  plane. 

And  put  thame  all  in  peax  and  rest  agane. 

In  the  same  tyme  that  I  half  to  tow  tald, 

^oung  Gillecam,  the  sone  wes  of  Donald, 

Eugenius  of  that  name  the  aucht[ane]  king,  30,335 

Schort  quhile  befoir,  as  ^e  half  hard,  gart  hing, 

'  In  MS.  tyne. 
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To  be  revengit  of  his  faderis  deid, 
In  Gallowa  richt  mony  toun  and  steid, 
Weill  biggit  war,  lies  brint  all  in  ane  fyre, 
Baytli  hall,  chalmer,  baghous,  barne  and  byi'C.      30,340 
Thii"  tua  lordis,  of  quhome  I  schew  befoir, 
This  Gillequham  and  his  men  les  and  moir, 
Sone  after  that,  withoutin  ony  hurt, 
Tha  tuke  thame  all  with  litill  pane   and  sturt. 
Syne  maid  thame  all  vpone  ane  gallons  de  :  30,345 

To  his  reward  sic  end  that  tyme  maid  he. 
Lib.9,f.i48b.  In  this  same  tyme,  as  that  my  author  writis, 
^" '  '■       Betuix  the  Pechtis,  Saxonis  and  the  Britis 
Dalie  in  weir  and  mekle  stryfe  tha  stude, 
With  heirschip,  fyre,  and  spilling  of  thair  blude.  so, 350 
That  wes  the  caus,  my  author  sais  but  leis, 
So[l]watheus  had  so  greit  rest  and  peice. 
In  all  his  tyme  but  ony  weir  or  wrang. 
For  tuentie  leir  the  tyme  wes  that  he  rang. 
And  quhen  tha  teiris  war  completit  and  no  mo,  30,355 
He  tuke  his  leif  out  of  this  lyfe  till  go  ; 
The  teir  of  God  aucht  hundreth  and  four  scoir, 
And  sewin  leiris  compleit  war,  and  no  moir. 
He  grauit  wes  into  Ecolumkill, 

In  that  same  place  lit  quliair  he  lyis  still.  30,3G0 

In  that  same  tyme,  as  that  my  author  sais, 
Four  halie  men  in  Scotland  war  tha  dais, 
The  quhilk  exceidit  into  sanctitude, 
And  borne  tha  war  all  foure  of  Scottis  blude. 
Ane  halie  bischop  hecht  Makcarius,  30,365 

Ane  vtlier  archidene  caUit  Deueintius  ; 
And  tua  abbottis  wer  of  religioun  than, 
Conganus  ane,  the  tother  hecht  Dunstan ; 
In  halines  all  vther  did  exceid 

In  word  and  werk,  in  thocht  and  als  in  deid,      30,37o 
In  thair  legend  as  le  ma  reid  and  hike. 
Loving  to  God  heir  endis  the  iiyiit  buke. 
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How     ACHAYUS,    THE     SONE     OF     EtHFYNS,    EFTER         Lib.  10. 
THE     DeITH    of   So[l]WATHEUS,   WAS   CROWNIT 

King    of    Scotland,    and    of    his    nobill 
Deidis. 

Ane  nobill  man  wes  caUit  Aclia[y]us, 

Ethfyns  sone,  my  storie  tellis  thus, 

Into  Scotland  wes  crownit  for  to  be  30,375 

Thair  king  and  prince  with  haill  anctoritie. 

In  Scotland  than  betuix  lord  and  lord, 

And  lang  befoir,  thair  wes  rycht  grit  discord : 

This  nobill  king  sic  inwart  battel!  dred, 

Richt    fime    concord   amang    [tliame]  wald  haif    30,380 

hed. 
With  Pecht  and  Saxone  first  he  hes  maid  peice, 
All  outwart  weir  to  sober  and  gar  ceiss  ; 
Syne  misit  hes  all  rancour  and  discord 
Amang  thame  self,  betuix  lord  and  lord  : 
Throw  greit  rewardis  he  gaif  to  thame  than,         30,385 
With  love  and  fauour  all  thair  hartis  wan. 
This  samin  tyme  now  that  le  heir  me  sa, 
Ane  multitude  out  of  Ybernia 
Off  theif  and  riuer,  with  malice  and  yre. 
And  hereit  all  the  landis  of  Kyntyre  ;  30,390 

Baith  brint  and  slew  ;  syne  all  thing  that  tha  fand, 
Tha  tursit  hame  with  thame  in  thair  awin  land. 
To  king  Achay  fra  that  this  thing  wes  kend, 
Ane  herald  sone  in  to  Yrland  he  send. 
With  sair  complaint  makand  to  thame  amang,       30,395 
Withoutin  cans  quhy  that  tha  wrocht  sic  wrang 
To  him  the  quhilk  that  neuir  faillit  to  thame, 
Quhairfoir  he  said  that  tha  war  soir  to  blame. 
To  euery  man  he  said  that  it  wes  best, 
Withoutin  stryfe  to  leve  at  pece  and  rest,  30,400 

No  for  to  be  in  to  discord  and  weir, 
In  dreid,  in  danger,  and  in  dalie  feir 
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Ay  of  thair  lyfe,  baith  be  land  and  se  ; 
Gif  that  tha  lyke  in  peax  and  rest  to  be, 
Brek  nocht  the  band  that  tha  had  maid  befoir ;  30,405 
For  it  wes  done  he  conntit  nocht  ane  hoir, 
Thairof  nothing  he  suld  displesit  be, 
Sua  it  come  nocht  of  thair  auctoritie ; 
Bot  prayit  thame  with  hartlie  mynd  and  will, 
Col.  2.       In  tyme  to  cum  to  mak  remeid  thair  till,  30,4io 

And  new  trewis  betuix  thame  for  to  tak, 
And  peax  and  rest  into  thair  tyme  to  mak. 
The  lordis  all  sic  ansuer  maid  thairtill, 
Sayand,  that  thing  wes  done  aganis  thair  will ; 
■^it  neuirtheles  tha  wald  nocht  than,  but  leis,       30,415 
Into  that  tyme  ane  word  commoun  of  peice, 
Quhill  that  tha  war  revengit  of  that  cryme  ; 
Syne  effcerwart,  quhen  that  tha  saw  thair  tyme, 
Tha  sould  do  so  that  tha  sould  be  content. 
With  this  ansuer  the  herald  hame  is  went.  30,420 

In  this  same  tyme  now  that  ze  heir  me  sa, 
Into  ane  yle,  that  callit  is  Yla, 
Out  of  Yrland  thair  come  ane  naving  large, 
Of  schip  and  bote,  with  mony  bark  and  barge. 
Syne  in  that  yle,  as  my  author  did  sa,  30,425 

Tha  left  na  gude  that  tha  mycht  turs  awa, 
Baith  far  and  neir  that  tha  fand  in  that  He ; 
To  schip  than  went  within  ane  litill  quhile, 
For  to  pas  hame  with  presoner  and  pray. 
Syne  as  God'  wald  sone  efter  hapnit  sway,  30,430 

Ane  grit  tempest,  as  my  author  did  tell, 
Doun  fra  the  hevin  of  ill  wedder  tha[ir]  fell. 
Throw  wynd  and  waw  tha  ^  wer  so  will  begone, 
Baith  schip  and  bote  were  dround  that  tyme  ilkone. 
With  all  the  gude  out  of  the  yle  tha  brocht.         30,435 
It  wes  Weill  set,  for  tha  the  tressone  wrocht 

'  In  MS.  gold.  \      -'  In  MS.  t/iair. 


CRONICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND.  S  i3 

Into  the  tyme  qulien  tlia  war  treitand  tie  wis. 

I  pray  to  God  that  all  sic  vtlier  sclirewis, 

Of  sic  purpois  cum  neuir  better  speid 

No  thai  did  than,  I  pray  to  God  so  beid.  30/iio 


How   ACHAYUS   WALD  SEND   NO   MOIll   IN    IRELAND. 

Achayus,  quhen  he  hard  it  wes  so, 

Diuysit  hes  that  nane  agane  saU  go 

Into  Yreland  to  tfeit  agane  for  trewis, 

In  tyme  to  cum,  becaus  tha  war  sic  schrewis : 

Full  [weill]  he  wist  richt  sone  efter,  but  leis,        30,445 

Tha  suld  be  fane  to  send  to  him  for  peice. 

And  so  tha  did  within  ane  litill  space ; 

To  Enverlochty,  quhair  the  king  on  cace 

Into  that  tyme  thair  hapnit  for  to  be, 

Ane  nobill  man  of  greit  auctoritie,  30,450 

Out  of  Yrland  to  him  that  tyme  wes  send, 

With  greit  requeist  and  hartlie  recommend  ; 

Beseikand  him  all  malice  and  invy, 

Wrang  and  injure,  and  all  melancoly, 

For  to  remit  quhilk  tha  had  done  befoir,  30,455 

Sen  gratius  God  had  puneist  thame  so  soir. 

His  halie  hand  so  soir  on  thame  did  smyte, 

"  For-quhy,"  he  said,  "we  war  all  in  the  wyte  ; 

"  Sen  it  was  sua,  now  we  forthink  full  soir. 

"  In  tyme  to  cum  we  sail  do  so  no  moir,  30,460 

"  Now  of  ^our  gi*ace,  and  le  will  ws  forgeif, 

"  Gif  plesis  ^ow  now  for  this  anis  to  preif ; 

"  In  tyme  to  cum  and  we  do  so  agane, 

"  We  obleis  ws  now  wnder  the  heast  pane 

*'  To  puneist  be,  and  of  the  scharpest  wyiss,         39,465 

*'  Tlian  mannis  wit  can  in  this  erth  devyiss." 

This  nobill  king  quhen  he  hard  him  sa  so. 

So  will  of  wand,  and  weipand  for  greit  wo. 
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So  greit  petie  he  had  of  him  that  tyme, 
Forgevin  hes  the  greit  injure  and  cryme,  30,470 

Lib.  1 1),  f.  149.  And  all  offence  that  tha  had  done  befoir, 
And  grantit  peax  withoutin  ony  moir. 
Quhairof  the  herald  in  the  tyme  wes  fane, 
Syne  tuke  his  leif  and  passit  hame  agane. 
Fra  that  tyme  furth,  as  that  my  author  sais,        30,475 
Tha  keipit  peax  richt  lang  and  mony  dais. 


How  Chairlis  the  Mane,  King  of  France  and 
Empriour  of  Almane,  send  ane  Herald  to 
King  Achay  than  in  Inuernes, 

That  samyn  tyme  it  hapnit  vpone  chance, 

Chairlis  the  Mane,  the  quhilk  wes  king  of  France, 

And  emprioure  als  wes  of  Almane, 

Into  his  tyme  had  sic  auctoritie,  30,480 

To  king  Achay  ane  herald  he  hes  send, 

Of  friendlie  wyis  with  hartlie  recommend, 

In  Inuernes,  ane  citie  of  the  se, 

Quhair  he  that  tyme  thair  hapnit  for  to  be. 

This  oratour  he  come  and  fand  him  thair,  30,485 

And  all  his  lordis  that  tyme  les  and  mair ; 

Befoir  the  king  and  his  lordis  ilkone, 

Thir  wordis  all  he  recknit  hes  an  one. 


How   the    Herald  maid  his   Oresoun  to  the 
King  Achay  as  followis  : 

"  Chairlis  the  king  and  michtie  empreoure, 

"  Into  his  tyme  that  wyn  hes  sic  honour  30,490 

"  On  Christis  faith  ay  into  this  day, 

"  Gretis  the  Weill,  0  nobill  king  Achay  ! 

"  The  thing  in  erth  that  maist  desyris  he, 

"  With  the  and  thyne  for  to  confiderit  be. 
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'•'  Ouir  all  the  waiid  is  hard  ^our  nobill  fame,     30,495 

"  2 our  wisdome,  honour,  and  ^our  nobill  name, 

"  So  magnifeit  with  sic  excellent  gloir  ; 

"  So  mony  fa  as  le  haif  had  befoir, 

"  Quhilk  had  sic  power,  strenth,  riches  and  mycht, 

"  tit  to  this  da  le  haif  keipit  ^our  richt,  30,500 

"  And  maid  ^our  self  all  tyme  to  leif  frie, 

"  With  land  and  law,  honour  and  libertie. 

"  In  Albione  the  Saxone  blude  that  ringis, 

"  And  cursit  than  contrar  all  Cristin*  kingis, 

"  To  tow  and  ws,  and  Pechtis  to  also,  30,505 

"  Hes  bene  and  sail  be  ay  ane  mortall  fo. 

"  Charlis  the  Mane,  Avith  diligence  and  cuir, 

"  The  fayth  of  Christ  ay  quhill  he  ma  induir, 

"  For  to  defend  fra  ony  opin  wrang, 

"  The  Saritenis  invaidit  hes  so  lang,  30,510 

"  In  Affrick,  Egypt,  and  in  Arraby, 

"  And  laitlie  now  als  into  Lombardie, 

"  Richt  mony  toun  quhilk  wallit  war  with  stone, 

"  With  greit  power  be  way  of  deid  hes  tone, 

"  And  spilt  also  hes  mekill  Cristin  blude;  30,515 

"  Richt  mony  nobill  in  vyle  seruitude, 

"  Tha  had  with  thame  at  thair  bandoun  to  be, 

"  Sumtyme  befoir  had  greit  auctoritie ; 

"  Charlis  the  king,  of  quliome  befoir  I  tald, 

"  In  mony  battel!  with  his  bernis  bald,  30,520 

"  His  blude  hes  bled  the  faith  for  to  defend, 

"  And  brocht  his  purpois  narrest  to  ane  end  ; 

"  War  nocht,  he  said,  the  wickit  Saxone  blude, 

*'  In  Albione  with  thair  ingi-atitude, 

"  That  waitis  him  quhen  that  he  is  fra  hame       30,525 

"  In  his  weiris,  with  all  the  bost  and  blame 

"  That  tha  can  do,  baith  be  land  and  se,  Col.  2. 

"  Tha  faille  nocht  that  tyme  quhair  euir  tha  be. 


'  In  MS.  Cristiiit. 
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"  Quliairfoir,"  he  said,  "  O  nobill  prince  and  king  ! 
"  His  most  desyre  is  ouir  all  vther  thing,  30,530 

"  Agane  the  Saxonis,  that  ar  fals  and  sle, 
"  With  the  and  thyne  for  to  confidderit  be. 
"  Sua  thow  wald  grant  richt  glaidlie  with  thi 

h[art], 
"  And  euerilkone  ay  to  tak  otheris  part, 
"  In  tyme  of  neid,  agane  the  Saxone  blude,  30,535 

"  This  is  liis  mynd  now  schortlie  to  conclude. 
"  The  quhilk  to  the  is  proffeit  and  honour, 
"  To  be  confidderit  with  the  warldis  flour, 
"  And  cheiffest  chiftane  in  this  erd  that  ringis, 
"  At  his  command  ma  haif  sa  mony  kingis  ;         30,540 
"  2it  neuirtheles  this  tyme  ouir  all  the  laive, 
"  Hes  chosin  the  as  narrest  freind  to  haif, 
"  Quhome  of  thow  ma  haif  grit  help  and  supple 
"  Agane  thi  fais  into  necessitie. 

"  Quhairfoir  methink  ^  it  war  bot  litill  wrang,      30,545 
"  Agane  tha  folk  hes  bene  thi  fa  sua  lang, 
"  For  to  colleg  with  sic  ane  emprioure, 
"  Quhairthrow  thow  ma  haif  proffeit  and  honour." 
Siclike  as  this,  and  mekle  mair  perqueir, 
He  said  to  him  no  I  will  tell  ^ow  heir.  30,550 


How  King  Achay  set  ane  Da  to  giff  Answer 
TO  THE   Herald. 

Quhen  this  wes  said  with  all  the  circumstance, 

This  nobill  king  of  his  deliuerance, 

He  set  ane  da  with  consent  of  the  laue, 

Of  his  desyre  ane  answer  for  to  haue. 

With  all  the  plesance  in  the  tyme  he  micht,         30,555 

Hunt  on  the  da,  and  syne  vpoun  the  nycht, 


'  In  MS.  methinij. 
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In  dansing,  singing,  and  in  sport  and  pla, 

He  held  him  still  quhill  on  the  auchtane  da, 

That  tyme  wes  set  the  lordis  soidd  convene. 

The  da  wes  fair,  the  wedder  richt  and  ameyne ;  30,560 

This  oratour  with  feii'is  ane  or  mo, 

That  da  in  hunting  he  lies  maid  till  go, 

Into  that  tyme  that  he  suld  nocht  be  neir, 

Of  thair  counsall  other  to  se  or  heir. 

The  lordis  all  that  cuming  than  wer  hidder,  30,565 

At  thair  counsaU  quhairat  tha  sat  togidder, 

To  this  herald  to  gif  deliuerance, 

Befoir  thame  all  in  oppin  audience, 

The  lord  of  Mar,  that  callit  wes  Cullan, 

The  king  commandit  be  his  name  as  than  30,570 

In  that  mater  his  counsall  for  to  schaw. 

Ane  man  he  wes  expert  into  the  law, 

And  als  that  tyme  of  greit  auctoritie; 

Befoir  thame  all  thir  wordis  than  said  he. 


How  THE  Lord  of  Mar,   callit  Cullan,  gaif 
HIS  Counsall  to  the  King. 

"  Excellent  prince  and  worthie  nobill  king,  30,575 

"  I  wnderstand  nocht  richt  weill  of  this  thing. 

"  Suppois  the  Scottis  haif  richt  greit  desyre 

"  To  be  allyit  with  the  hie  impyre, 

"  And  gude  Chairlis  the  michtie  king  of  France, 

'*  In  all  Europe  most  singular  of  substance,  30,580 

"  And  most  of  honour  also  in  this  tyde, 

"  Of  ony  other  in  this  world  so  wyde, 

"  So  mony  princes  lies  at  his  command, 

"  With  so  greit  power  baith  be  se  and  land,  Lib.io,f.i49b. 

"  To  the  and  thyne  it  ma  greit  honour  be,  30,585       ^^^'  ^' 

"  Ouir  all  Europ  with  sic  ane  prince  as  he, 

"  To  be  coUegit  baith  into  ane  band, 

"  Sic  power  hes  in  mony  sindrie  land. 
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"  Ouir  all  the  warld  the  fame  of  ws  wald  spring, 

"  War  we  confiderat  with  that  nobill  king,  30,590 

"  And  with  princes  into  the  realme  of  France, 

"  Of  honour,   riches,  and  of  daliance, 

"  In  all  Ewrope  this  da  lies  no  compeir, 

"  In  ony  part  or  kinrik  that  I  heir. 

"  Thoucht  tliis  opinioun,  as  I  can  weill  trow,       30,595 

"  Be  most  allowit  of  ^ow  all  as  now, 

"  ^it,  neuirtheles,  apperis  weill  to  me 

"  The  contrarie  of  all  this  thing  to  be ; 

"  And  for  this  cans,  and  te  will  wnderstand, 

"  With    France   this    tyme    now  and  we   mak      30,600 

a  band, 
"  Than  force  it  is  to  half  the  Saxonis  feid, 
"  For  euir  moir  with  mort  battell  and  pleid ; 
"  With  dalie  stryfe,  and  tynsall  of  our  gude, 
"  With  thift  and  reif,  and  spilling  of  grit  blude. 
"  Is  nocht  in  ertli  ane  mair  vnsicker  lyve,  30,605 

"  Na  with  my  nyclitbour  ilk  da  for  to  stryve, 
"  For  quhois  feid  it  is  richt  euill  to  fle  ; 
"  Sen  it  is  so,  it  semis  weill  to  me, 
"  Giff  ony  man  lykis  to  do  the  best, 
"  With  his  nichtbour  be  ay  at  pece  and  rest  ;      30,610 
"  Quha  dois  nocht  standis  ay  in  grit  dreid, 
"  And  spurnis  oft  quhen  he  trowis  to  speid. 
"  And  secundlie,  I  say  also  for  me, 
"  With  France  this  tyme  and  we  allyit  be, 
"  Quhome  to  no  tyme  ma  other  cum  or  go,  30,015 

"  No  tha  till  ws,  bot  evin  out-throw  our  fo ; 
"  The  quhilk  I  wait  ^e  half  all  a  grit  feill, 
"  "Without  greit  skaith  can  nocht  be  done  weill. 
"  Quhairfoir  I  traist,  other  in  peice  or  weir, 
"  Tha[i]r  feid  to  ws  ma  do  bot  litill  deir,  30,620 

"  Or  thair  fauour  in  oure  necessitie, 
"  So  far  fra  ws  ma  mak  bot  small  supple. 
"  And  mair  attouir  ane  thing  is  that  I  dieid, 
"  Perauenture  quhen  that  we  half  maist  neid. 
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"  Gif  liapnis  so  oure  power  parit  be,  30,G25 

"  So  far  fra  ws  ma  mak  bot  small  supple, 

"  And  all  oure  power  broclit  to  sic  ane  end, 

"  Without  strentli  oure  self  for  to  defend, 

"  Quhen  standis  ws  in  sic  necessitie, 

"  That  tha  till  ws  sail  mak  bot  small  supple.       30,630 

"  For  suith,"  he  said,  "  I  wait  nocht  weill  but  fentie, 

"  And  tha  do  so  quhome  to  we  sail  complen^e, 

"  Or  quha  ma  gar  ane  mendis  to  ws  mak, 

"  Quhen  we  half  tane  grit  skayth  with  thame  and 

lak. 
''  And  for  this  cans,  gif  I  rycht  wnderstand,         30,635 
"  I  hald  far  better  that  we  mak  ane  band 
"  With  Pecht  and  Britis,  and  the  Saxonis  to, 
"  Siclike  befoir  as  we  war  wont  till  do, 
"  And  our  fatheris  richt  mony  da  befoir  ; 
"  In  this  mater,  schir,  I  can  sa  na  moir."  30,G4o 

How    THE    COUNSALL   REFUSIT     CULLANUS     SpETK- 
ING,    AND     HOW     THE      LORD     OF    YlIS     MAID 

Answer. 

Quhen  he  had  said  all  that  he  wald  sa  than, 

Amang  thame  all  that  tyme  wes  nocht  ane  man, 

Bot  of  his  talking  he  wes  so  aggrevit, 

Wes  neuir  ane  word  of  all  he  said  apprevit. 

Tha  thocht  his  ressone  wes  nocht  worth  ane  fie,  30,G45       CoI.  2. 

Nor  had  no  strenth  for  till  admittit  be. 

The  lord  of  Ylis,   callit  Albiane, 

Into   that   tyme   quhilk   wes   ane   nobill   man, 

And   als   thairwith  had  gi'it  auctoritie, 

Befoir  thame   all  on   this   same   wyss   said   he.     3o,C50 

"  It  is  Weill  kend  on  to  ^ow  all  ilkone, 

"  Foure   kynd   of  pepill  is  into   Albione, 

"  The   quhilk   hes   bene    [richt]  mony   leir   ago, 

"  As  Scot  and  Pecht,  Saxone   and  Brit   also, 
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"  Quliilk  neuir  lit  amaug  tliame  self  culd  ceiss,    30,655 

"  But  weir  or  wrang,  to  leva  in  rest  and  peice. 

*'  Amang  oure  self  and  we  culd  leve  in  rest, 

"  As  he  hes  said,  I  think  that  it  war  best, 

"  That  euerilk  ane  suld  kyndnes  keip  till  vtlier, 

''  With  loue  and  lautie  as  he  wer  his  bruther,      30,e6o 

"  We  neidit   nocht   to   seik   help  or  supple 

"  At  Frenche  men  so  far  betond  the    se. 

"  Bot   Weill   I  wait,  quhilk  that  oure  fatheris  knew, 

"  The  Saxone  blude  wes  neuir  leill  no  trew, 

"  For   aith  or   band,    or    lit  for  oblissing,  30,665 

''  For  conscience,   kyndnes,   or  for   cheresing, 

"  Se  tha   thair   tyme    thair   awin  vantage  to  tak, 

"  Or  to  thair  nichtbour  ma  do  skayth  or  lak  ; 

"  Quhill  that  tha  knaw  the  perrell  all  be  jiast, 

"  Thair  is   no  band   that  dow   to   hald   thame    30,670 

fast, 
"  No   neuir   wes,    als  far   as   I    can   reid, 
"  Bot  gif  it   war  on  verra  force   and   neid. 
"  As  preuit  weill  in  all  thair  tyme  bigone, 
"  And  of  thair  cuming  into  Albione, 
'•  Qulien  that  the  Britis  brocht  thame  thair  30,675 

intill, 
"  Ressaueand  thame  at  ^  thair  plesour  and  will, 
•'  And  grit  rewardis  in  the  tyme  thame  gawe, 
"  With  all  plesour  tha  lykit  for  till  hawe, 
"  Agane  thair  fa  thame  to  help  and  defend, 
"  Quhill  all  the  weiris  brocht  war  till  ane  end,  30,680 
"  The  Saxonis  swoir  for  to  be  leill  and  trew ; 
"  Within  schort  quhile  the  contrair  than  tha  schew, 
"  Sone  efter  syne,  qulien  tha  thair  tyme  mycht  se, 
"  Turnit  thair  kyndnes  in  crudelitie, 
"  Denudand  thame  bayth  of  kinrik  and  croun,     30,685 
"  Lordschip  and  law,  honour  and  renoun, 

'  In  MS.  as. 
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"  And  put  thame  all  in  sic  necessitie, 

"  Now  at  this  tyme  as  ^our  awin  self  ma  se. 

"  As  to  oureself,  I  neid  nocht  for  to  schaw 

"  Falset  sa  oft,  as  weill  ^our  self  ^e  knaw,  30,690 

"  And  to  the  Pechtis  and  the  Britis  als. 

"  Force  is  to  thame  on  natme  to  be  fals, 

"  Amang  thame  self  the  quhilk  can  nocht  lie  trew, 

"  For  land  and  lordschip  ilkane  other  slew, 

"  With  poysoun,  tressoun,  and  subtillitie  ;  30,695 

"  Is  none  so  wyis  ma  sicker  of  thame  be. 

"  Thocht  tha  be  festnit  fast  with  grit  effect, 

"  Se  tha  thair  tyme  tha  find  ane  caus  to  brek, 

"  Of  thair  injure  say  and  to  tak  ane  mendis, 

"  And  als  so  lang  as  thair  power  extendis,  .30,700 

"  To  do  thair  nychtbour  other  lak  or  skayth, 

"  Be  slycht  or  force  or  ony  tyme  with  bayth, 

"  For  no  trettie  tha  will  no  trewth  tak, 

"  Als  lang  as  tha  ma  do  other  skayth  or  lak. 

*'  Sen  it  wes  neuir  nor  neuir  pt  wilbe,  30,705 

"  No  tyme  with  thame  leue  in  tranquillitie, 

"  Bot  waittand  ws  other  with  skayth  or  lak, 

"  Neid  is  till  ws  with  sum  natioun  to  mak  Lib  io,f.  150. 

"  Band  and  colleg,  that  ma  mak  ws  supple, 

"  Quhen  standis  ws  in  sic  necessitie.  30,710 

"  Quhaii"  can  we  find  moir  gudlie  till  avance, 

"  No  with  Chairlis  the  michtie  king  of  France, 

"  Quhilk  riches  lies  and  power  infinite, 

"  And  mony  prince  of  policie  perfyte, 

"  Scheild  and  defence  quhilk  is  of  halie  kirk  ?       30,715 

"  I  can  nocht  wit  moir  wyislie  for  to  wirk, 

"  Na  mak  oure  freind  of  all  Ewrop  the  flour, 

"  Quhairthrow  we  may  haif  profieit  and  honour, 

"  Agane  oiure  [fais]  as  oft  greit  neid  haif  we, 

"  Freindschip  and  fauom*,  greit  help  and  supple ;  30,720 

"  As  for  my  self,  I  hald  this  best  till  do, 

"  Lat  ilk  man  say  quhat  plesis  him  thairto." 
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Quhen  this  wes  said  l)efoir  tharne  all  wes  tliair, 

Baytli  king  and  lord  ilkane  than  les  and  mair, 

Of  all  he  said  with  hartlie  mynd  and  will,  30,l?25 

To  euerie  word  consentit  lies  thairtill : 

Syne  to  conclude  decretit  lies  that  thing, 

To  mak  ane  band  with  gude  Charlis  the  king. 

The  oratour  befoir  thame  syne  gai-t  call ; 

The  iiobill  king,  in  presens  of  thame  all,  30.730 

Of  his  awin  wit,  be  counsall  of  the  lawe. 

As  le  sail  heir,  sic  ansuer  to  him  gaue. 

How    King    Achay    and    his    Counsall    CxAtf 
Ansuer  to  the  Herald. 

"  Forsuith,"  he  said,  "  le  ma  weill  wit  that  I, 

"  And  all  tliir  lordis  that  standis  heir  me  by, 

"  Thinkis  we  haif  grit  fortoun,  grace  and  chance,  30,735 

"  With  gude  Charlis  the  nobill  king  of  France, 

"  For  to  be  bund  as  bretliir  in  ane  band. 

"  And  mair  attouir,  I  do  iow  wnderstand, 

"  In  all  Scotland  is  notlier  wyfe  nor  maid, 

"  But  scho  thairof  is  wounder  blyth  and  glaid     30,740 

"  To  grant  to  tow  now  all  thing  that  Ze  crave, 

"  Quhairthrow  tha  traist  grit  honour  for  to  haue ; 

"  And  le  of  ws  siclike  on  the  same  mak, 

"  Sail  proffeit  haue  withoutin  scliame  or  lak, 

"  Syne  efterwart,  to  oure  posteritie,  30,745 

'•  Freindschip  but  feid  for  euir  moir  to  be." 

How  THE   Herald  tuke  his  Leve  and  passit 
TO  THE  King  of  Pechtis. 

This  oratour  thairof  wes  weill  content  ; 

Syne  tuke  his  leif  and  on  his  way  is  went 

To  king  Hungus,  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  man. 

King  of  the  Pechtis  in  the  tyme  wes  than  ;  30,750 
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Siclyke  of  liim  desyrand  for  to  be 
In  that  colleg  of  thair  fraternitie, 
Quliairtlirow  he  micht  half  grit  honour  and  gloir, 
And  to  liis  kinrik  proifeit  euirmoir. 


How    HUNGUS,    THE    KiNG   OF    PeCHTIS,    GAIF    AN- 
SUER  TO   THE   HeRALD. 

This  king  Hungus  than  ansuer  maid  him  till,        30,755 

Richt  oft  thankand  the  kyndnes  and  gudc  will 

Of  king  Charlis,  desyrit  him  to  be 

Of  that  colleg  and  thair  fraternitie. 

And  syne  agane  to  him  so  said  this  king, 

Without  lang  vysment  in  so  grit  ane  thing,  30,760 

Quhair  sic  perrell  apperit  for  to  be  ; 

Thairfoir  he  said,  that  neidfull  wes  that  he 

War  Weill  adwysit  and  his  lordis  all,  Col.  2. 

For  grit  perrell  that  efter  micht  befall, 

Als  far,  he  said,  as  he  culd  wnderstand,  30,765 

Agane  the  Saxonis  for  to  mak  ane  band, 

For  nichtbom'  weir  he  thocht  rycht  perrellous. 

So  dreidfull  als  and  ilk  so  dangerous, 

AVith  sic  apperance  of  greit  skayth  and  ill. 

That  he  culd  noclit  weill  gif  consent  thairtill,         30,77o 


How  the  Herald  tuke  his  Leif  fra  Hungus, 
King  of  Pechtis,  and  passit  agane  to 
King  Achat. 

The  oratour,  qiihen  he  that  ansuer  knew, 
In  that  mater  no  moir  wald  him  persew, 
Becaus  he  was  so  schort  into  that  thing, 
Bot  tuik  his  leif ;  syne  to  Achayus  king 
Come  hame  agane  richt  suddantlie  and  sone,  30,775 

And  schew  to  him  ilk  word  how  he  had  done. 
VOL.   II.  Z 
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How  King  Achat  deliuerit  the  Herald,  and 
SEND  HIS  Bruther  Germane,  callit  Gillel- 
Mus  alias  Gilmoure,  with  Foure  thousand 
Men  in  France. 

This  king  Achay  heirand  that  it  wes  so, 

He  furneist  hes  with  him  in  France  till  go 

His  bruther  germane  of  honour  and  fame, 

Quhilk  callit  wes  Gillelmus  to  his  name ;  30,780 

Ane  vther  storie  I  haif  red  befoir, 

That  he  to  name  wes  callit  Gilmoir  ; 

And  foure  thousand  of  nobill  men  in  weir, 

With  hors  and  harnes,  and  all  vther  geir, 

To  gude  Chairlis  quhen  lykis  him  to  ga,  30,785 

To  fortifie  him  agane  Christis  fa. 

Foure  greit  doctouris  he  hes  with  him  syne, 

Johnne  and  Cleme[n]t,  Kabone  and  Alkwyne, 

In  cannoun  law,  in  theologie  and  art, 

And  all  science  richt  plesand  and  expert.  30,790 

Thir  four  feiris,  quhilk  war  of  Scottis  blude. 

In  Athenis  lang  at  the  studie  stude. 

In  Scotland  syne  had  grit  auctoritie ; 

Thairfoir  that  tyme  tha  war  send  ouir  the  se. 

With  king  Chairlis  for  to  devyss  this  band.  30,795 

Sone  efter  syne,  as  ^e  sail  wnderstand. 

Be  grace  of  God  sic  wes  thair  hap  and  chance, 

Befoir  the  wynd  tha  saillit  sone  in  France. 

How  Chairlis  the  Mane,  King  of  France, 
WES  rejosit  of  Gulieuvius,  King  Achayus 
Bruther,  and  his  Cumpany,  and  maid  the 
Band  betuix  thaivie  as  followis. 

Off  thair  cuming  gude  king  Charlis  the  Mane 
Rejosit  wes,  richt  wounder  blytht  and  fane.  3o,8oo 

This  Gulielmus  with  grit  honour  and  gloir, 
And  all  the  laif  wes  with  him  les  and  moir. 
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Ilkane  that  tyme  efter  his  facultie, 
Ressauit  wes  with  all  humanitie. 

In  greit  blythnes,  with  mekle  sport  and  pla,  30,805 

He  held  thame  still  quhill  on  the  auchtane  da ; 
And  syne  tha  maid  the  tennour  of  thair  Land, 
With  seillis  braid  subscriuit  with  thair  hand, 
Betuix  thir  kingis  gudlie  till  advance, 
The  nobillis  als  of  Scotland  and  of  France,  30,8io 

For  euinnoir  with  diligence  and  cuir, 
But  ony  fraud  in  that  forme  till  induir. 

This  wes  the  tennour  that  tyme  of  thair  band  :  Lib.io,  f.isob. 

Gif  ony  Saxone  come  into  Scotland,  ^^^-  ^• 

In  feir  of  weir  for  to  do  ony  wrang,  30,815 

The  king  of  France  suld,  with  ane  army  strang, 
Cum  him  awin  self,  gif  mister  war  to  be, 
Into  Scotland  for  thair  help  and  supple. 
Siclike  also  gif  hapnit  vpoun  chance, 
In  ony  tyme  the  Saxonis  come  in  France,  so, 820 

The  land  of  France  with  battell  till  persew, 
The  king  of  Scottis  siclike  in  thair  reskew, 
With  his  power  sould  cum  on  thair  expens, 
Richt  suddanelie  in  France  for  thair  defence. 
Decretit  wes,  gif  so  hapnit  to  be,  30,825 

Gif  ony  Scot  maid  help  or  ^it  supple, 
Or  Frenchemen  to  the  Inglis  blude. 
In  tyme  of  weir  quhen  it  in  neid  thame  stude, 
That  he  sould  be  declarit  for  sic  thingis, 
Tratoure  and  rebell  than  to  bayth  thir  kingis.      30,830 
All  fugatouris  als  far  fra  the  law  that  fled, 
Siclyke  for  rebell  to  thame  bayth  be  hed. 
Syne  finallie  this  wes  the  hynmest  act. 
That  none  of  thame  suld  peax  or  trewis  tak 
With  the  Saxonis  without  vtheris  consent,  30^835 

Schort  or  lang,  bot  gif  tha  war  content, 
And  tha  siclike  concludit  war  thartill. 
Of  baith  thair  myndis  it  sould  proceid  and  will, 

z  2 
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As  neidfull  war  witlioutin  ony  enorme. 

In  Latyng  letteris  and  in  dowbill  forme  30,840 

Tha  wrait  it,  syne  subscriuit  with  thair  hand  ; 

The  tane  part  thairof  send  into  Scotland, 

The  tothir  part  at  thair  plesouj  and  will, 

Tha  gart  remane  with  thair  awin  self  thair  still, 

Quhilk  band  and  leig,  withoutin  ony  cryme,  30,845 

Wnmaculat  remanis  to  this  tyme. 

How    GUILLIELMUS,     ALIAS      GlLMOUR,     WITH     HIS 

Gump  ANY  and  Tua  of  the  Foure  Doc- 

TOUEIS      REMANIT     WITH      KiNG      ChARLIS     IN 

France,  and    the    vther    Tua    Doctouris 
COME    Hame    in     Scotland,    and    of    the 

VICTORIOUS     DeIDIS     OF    GUILLIAME  AND    THE 

Tua    Doctouris    callit    Johne   and   Cle- 
me[n]t  in  France. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  as  I  haif  said  tow  syne, 

Thir  tua  clerkis,  Eabone  and  Alkwyn, 

Come  hame  in  Scotland  agane  with  gude  chance. 

The  tother  tua  remanit  still  in  France,  30,8oO 

With  gude  Chairlis  the  nobill  king  and  prence. 

This  foirsaid  Jolnnie,  and  als  this  ilk  Clemens, 

Into  Pareis  that  vniuersitie 

Wes  foundit  than  of  thair  auctoritie, 

Thaj  war  the  first  that  euir  tuke  ony  cuir  30,855 

To  reid  or  teiche,  other  to  riche  or  puir ; 

Science  or  vertu  in  that  place  to  plant, 

Quhairof  befoir  it  had  grit  fait  and  want : 

The  quhilk  sensyne  increscis  to  this  hour, 

Of  all  studie  is  apersie  and  flour.  3o,860 

This  Guillielmus  siclike,  and  all  the  laue 

Of  men  of  weir  lie  did  thair  with  him  liaue. 

For  all  thair  tyme  remanit  ay  thair  still. 

With  king  Chairlis  at  his  plesour  and  will. 
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And  quhair  he  went,  with  him  in  all  his  weir      30,865 

Tlia  wer  formes  t,  and  oftest  did  maist  deir 

On  to  thair  fii,  into  all  kynd  of  thing, 

And  best  louit  with  gude  Charlis  the  king. 

To  Guillielmus  now  will  I  turne  my  styll, 

And  tarie  heir  to  tell  of  him  ane  quhile,  30,87o  ^ 

Nixt  Chairlis  ouir  all  the  realme  of  France, 

Wes  haldin  most  of  honour  till  advance, 

As  previt  weill  ay  be  his  nobill  deid, 

In  his  storie  quha  lykis  for  to  reid. 

Now  at  this  tyme  it  come  into  memorie,  30,875 

Bot  laitlie  now  I  reid  in  till  ane  storie, 

In  Lumbardy  how  fair  Florence  that  toiin 

Distroyit  wes,  and  put  till  confusioun, 

Be  the  Gottis  perforce  that  held  it  than. 

This  Guilielmus  syne  worthilie  it  wan  ;  30,880 

To  the  awin  stait  syne  did  agane  restoir, 

AVith  mair  fredome  na  euir  it  had  befoir. 

The  citineris  that  scatterit  wer  full  wyde 

Ouir  Italic  far  vp  and  doun  that  tyde, 

He  brocht  thame   [syne]  agane   into  the  toun,        30,885 

Gart  euirilk  man  in  his  awin  sait  sit  doun. 

With  land  and  law,  and  with  all  libertie, 

Siclike  befoir  as  tha  war  wont  to  be. 

The  wall  befoir,  the  quhilk  wes  cassin  doun, 

Gart  big  agane  evin  round  about  the  toun,  30,890 

With  mony  toure  and  turat  les  and  moir. 

Far  strenthear  nor  euir  it  wes  befoir. 

And  mekle  land  and  townis  neir  hand  l)y 

He  subjugat  wnto  thair  sen^eory, 

And  eikit  hes  thair  honour  and  thair  gloir  30,895 

To  far  mair  fame  nor  euir  tha  had  befoir. 

Sj'ne  or  dan  d  lies  in  the  rememberance 

Of  gude  Chairlis,  the  nobill  king  of  France, 

Quhair  broucht  [war]  all  agane  to  libertie. 

In  thair  amies  to  weir  the  reid  liUie,  30,900 
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Quhilk  lies  bene  ay  the  king  of  Frances  Hour, 

And  this  armes  proceidand  to  this  hour. 

And  mair  attouir  he  ordand  hes  ilk  leir, 

In  audience  quhair  all  ma  se  and  heir, 

Solempnitlie  to  set  ane  reid  lyoim,  so,  905 

Sjoie  on  his  held  to  put  ane  goldin  croun, 

As  he  to  thame  wer  prince  alway  and  king, 

Eternallie  in  tak3rn  ^  of  that  thing, 

That  he  that  buir  the  lyoun  in  his  armes, 

Era  all  injures,  dampnage,  skayth  and  harmes,      30,910 

Redemit  thame  agane  to  libertie, 

Alss  fre  befoir  as  tha  war  wont  to  be. 

Quhilk  ceremonie,  as  suith  men  to  me  sais, 

In  Florence  lit  ar  keipit  in  thir  dais. 

.How  GUILIELMUS  WAN  GRAIT  HeRETAGE  AND 
rOUNDIT  AND  FEFT  MO  FAIR  AbBAYIS,  AND 
DID    MEKILL    AlMOUS    DeID    IN    HIS    DAIS. 

This^  Guilielmus,  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  man,       30,915 

Into  the  weiris  greit  heretage  he  wan. 

In  all  his  tyme  had  nother  bame  nor  wyfe, 

For-quhy  he  wes  exercit  all  his  lyfe 

Into  the  weir  with  gude  Chairlis  the  king, 

Impediment  wes  till  him  in  sic  thing.  30,920 

And  for  that  caus,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Foundit  and  feft  riclit  mony  riche  abba  ; 

Into  his  tyme  did  mony  almous  deid, 

Becaus  he  had  no  barnis  to  succeid, 

Gottin  of  him  self  his  heretage  to  bruke.  30,925 

My  author  sais,  quha  lykis  for  to  luke, 

Fyftene  abbais  that  war  of  lyme  and  stane, 

He  foundit  hes  with  riche  infeftment  ilkane. 

Syne  thair  fimdatioun  ordand  for  to  be 

Writtin  in  Irische,  quhilk  schawis  tit  to  se  30,930 


'  In  MS.  talking.  J      « In  MS.  T/ie. 
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To  iiane  of  thaine  ane  abbot  suld  succeid, 

Bot  he  the  quhilk  the  fimdatioun  euld  reid.  ^'^Coi.V.^^' 

In  that  beleif  sic  ordenance  maid  he, 

That  Scottis  men  sould  abbotis  of  thame  be, 

And  no  vther,  as  my  author  did  sa ;  30,935 

Quliilk  keipit  is  ^it  to  this  samin  da. 

Heir  will  I  leif  of  him  ane  litill  quhile, 

And  to  Achayus  turne  agane  my  style. 

How    HuNGus,    Kyng    of   Pechtis,    send    ane 
Herald  to  Achayus  for  Help  and  Supple. 

Neir  by  this  tyine,  my  author  sais  thus, 

The  king  of  Pechtis  callit  [wes]  Hungus,  30,940 

Ane  herald  sone  to  Achayus  send  he 

Beseikand  him  of  his  help  and  ^  supple. 

The  king  of  Ingland  callit  Ethalstone, 

In  his  boundis  bot  laitlie'  now  bygone, 

With  reif  and  spulte,  with  grit  slauchter  and       30,945 

fyre, 
Richt  grit  distructioun,  formalice  and  ire, 
He  maid  thairin  ane  lang  tyme  quliair  he  la. 
Syne  with  grit  spulte  pas[sit]  hame  his  wa  ; 
Quhair  that  he  thocht  nocht  lang  for  to  remane, 
Rycht  Weill  he  wist  he  wald  cum  sone  agane,      30,950 
With  mair  power,  and  with  far  grittar  schoir, 
In  his  boundis  nor  euii*  he  did  befoir. 
Beseikand  [him]  thairfoir  of  his  supple, 
For  the  affectioun  and  aflSnitie 

Betuix  thame  ay  all  tyme  in  to  thair  lywe.  30,955 

This  Hungus  sister  wes  Achayus  wywe, 
Quhilk  Fergussana  callit  wes  to  name, 
Scho  buir  to  him  of  grit  honour  and  fame 
Gude  Alpinus  richt  plesand  and  benyng, 
Quhilk  efterwart  of  Scotland  that  wes  kyng.         3o,96o 

'  Iq  MH.  and  and. 
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How  King  Achayus  send  Ten  thousand  AIen 
TO  help  Hungus,  King  of  Pechtis. 

Into  this  tyrae  Achayus  hes  gart  waill 

Ten  thousand  men,  and  tald  thame  weill  be  taill ; 

Syne  till  ane  captane  did  thame  all  commend, 

Quhome  ^  with  till  Hungus  rycht  sone  syne  he  send. 

Thairof  king  Hungus  blyth  and  glaid  wes  he,       30,965 

Kessauit  thame  with  all  humanitie  ; 

Syne  mony  berne  that  worthie  wer  and  wycht, 

Buskit  for  battell  all  in  armour  bricht, 

He  semblit  syne  togidder  on  ane  grene : 

Ane  fairrar  sicht  richt  semdill  hes  bene  sene.        30,970 

Syne  in  the  tyme,  without  stop  or  ganestand, 

Passit  with  thame  all  in  Northumberland  ; 

Ouir  all  tha  boundis  that  wer  lang  and  braid, 

Bayth  da  and  nycht  grit  heirschip  thair  tha  maid. 

This  king  Hungus  so  gentill  wes  and  gude,  30,975 

Wald  raiss  na  fyre,  nor  tit  wald  spill  na  blude  ; 

Curtas  he  wes  without  crudelitie, 

Than  of  the  puir  he  had  so  greit  petie. 

"^it  neuirtheles,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

E-icht  grit  spulie  gart  turs  with  him  awa  30,980 

For  his  redres  into  that  tyme  for-thy, 

For  that  same  cans  and  for  na  vther  quhy. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  as  I  half  said  tow  heir, 

In  Loutheane  syne  come  hame  [baith]  haill  and  feir. 

How  King  Ethilstone,  was  gritlie  displesit 
of  the  Heirschip  done  in  Northumber- 
land, COME  with  ane  greit  Army  in 
Loutheane. 

Col.  2.      Quhen  this  wes  schawin  to  king  Ethalstone,         30,985 
Out  of  his  mynd  as  he  war  maid  begone, 

•  In  MS.  Quhone. 
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As  rampand  lyoun,  bald  as  ony  boir, 

He  swoir  and  said,  with  mekle  bost  and  schoir, 

Of  king  Hungus  he  suld  revengit  be, 

Or  on  ane  da  richt  mony  one  sould  de.  30,890 

With  mony  kiiicht  syne  cled  in  armour  cleir, 

And  buglis  bhiwand  with  ane  busteous  beir, 

He  tuke  na  rest  without  stop  or  ganestand, 

Quhill  that  he  come  into  Northumberland. 

Or  he  come  thair  king  Hungus  wes  awa ;  30,995 

Into  that  place  thairfoir  schort  quliile  he  la. 

With  all  his  power  sped  him  on  richt  fast. 

In  Lowdeane  quhill  he  come  at  the  last. 

Then  king  Hungus,  as  ray  author  did  sa, 

Besyde  ane  burne  with  all  his  ost  he  la,  31,000 

Vpoun  ane  plane  quhair  he  wes  plantit  doun, 

Tua  myle  and  les  that  tyme  fra  Haddingtoun, 

Into  that  place  tuke  purpois  thair  to  byde, 

The  haill  spuUe  amang  thame  to  devyde, 

Richt  equallie,  without  ony  demand,  31,005 

Tha  brocht  with  thame  out  of  Northumberland. 

King  Ethalstone  that  weill  thair  counsall  knew 

As  of  his  awin,  his  spyis  to  him  schew. 

He  sped  him  on  in  all  the  haist  he  ma. 

Syne  on  the  morne  come  in  thair  sicht  be  da,     31,010 

In  rayit  battell  reddie  for  to  June, 

And  mony  trumpet  blawand  in  to  tune, 

And  banerLs  braid  that  borne  war  rycht  he  : 

Thair  multitude  wes  marvelus  to  se. 

This  Ethalstone  syne  with  ane  opin  cry,  31,015 

Proclamit  lies  that  none  be  so  hardy 

To  saue  or  tak  other  man  or  cheild, 

Of  Scot  or  Pecht  that  wer  fund  in  that  feild, 

For  ony  ransoun,  reuth,  or  tit  remeid; 

Withoutin  petie  put  thame  all  to  deid.  31,020 

Quhairof  the  Pechtis  so  grit  teiTour  tuke, 

For  verra  dreid  tha  trymlit  all  and  schuke  ; 
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Into  the  feld  that  tyme  quhair  that  tha  stude, 
Qulia  had  bene  thair  and  sene  thaii*  multitude. 
Into  the  tyme  king  Hungus  gaif  command,  31,025 

That  euerilk  man  sould  laubour  with  his  hand, 
To  mak  ane  strenth  about  thame  quhair  tha  la ; 
And  so  tha  did  als  haistie  as  tha  ma. 
This  Ethalstone  with  all  his  multitude, 
In  rayit  feild  befoir  thame  quhair  he  stude,  31,030 

With  mony  semblie  schrowdit  vnder  scheild, 
That  reddie  war  to  enter  in  the  feild. 
And  or  lie  wald  the  grit  battell  assay, 
First  in  the  feild  for  to  mak  thame  ane  fray, 
Men  vpoun  hors  neirhand  thame  he  gart  ryde,     31,035 
To  preve  and  se  gif  tha  durst  langar  byde. 
The  Pechtis  than  richt  pertlie  on  that  plane, 
Siclike  on  hors  lies  riddin  thame  forgane ; 
And  mony  counter  in  the  tyme  tha  maid, 
Quliill  speiris  brak,  and  scheildis  that  war  braid  3i,oiO 
War  maid  to  fall  into  the  feild  on  force, 
And  mony  berne  borne  bakwart  fra  his  hors 
On  to  the  grund  rycht  lauch  than  quhair  he  la. 
With  sic  ryding  tha  draif  to  end  that  da, 
Withoutin  feild  thair  preikand  on  the  plane,         31,045 
Quhill  that  the  nicht  departit  thame  agane. 
Lib.i(),f.i5ib.  Amang  thame  all  wes  nother  Scot  nor  Pecht, 
Col.  1.       gQ^  jjg  decreittit  on  the  morne  to  fecht, 

And  tak  the  chance  that  God  wald  send  thame  till, 

Quhat  euir  it  war,  and  put  thame  in  his  will,      31,050 

As  plesis  liim  vther  to  leve  or  de, 

Out  of  that  feild  ane  lit  or  tha  wald  fie. 

And  euerie  man  hes  left  [of]  vousting  vant, 

Into  that  tyme  beseiking  mony  sanct, 

With  hunibiU  mynd  richt  lawlie  on  thair  kne,      3i,055 

Implorand  thame  for  thair  help  and  supple 

Agane  thair  fa  wald  reif  fra  thame  thair  lieht, 

Quhilk  had  sic  strentli,  sic  multitude  and  uiycht; 
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Into  that  tyirie  it  stiide  tbame  in  sic  neid, 

Without  thair  help  tha  wald  cum  hulie  speid,       3i,060 


How  King  Hungus  prayit  to  Sanct  Andro, 
AND  HOW  Sanct  Andro  apperit,  and  of 
HIS  CoRS  IN  the  Air. 

Than  king  Hungus  prayit  and  maid  ane  vow 

To  the  apostill  halie  Sanct  Androw, 

With  greit  kyndnes  quhilk  suld  nocht  be  to  crawe, 

Of  his  kinrik  the  tent  part  he  suld  haue, 

Richt  peceablie  in  frie  regalitie,  3i,065 

For  euu-  moir  with  all  auctoritie, 

And  all  fredome  is  neidfull  to  be  lied, 

Of  his  purpois  that  tyme  and  he  war  sped. 

For  verrie  [dreid]  syne  piteouslie  did  weip, 

Quliill  at  the  last  he  fell  richt  sound  on  sleip.      31,070 

Syne  in  his  sleip  thair  did  till  him  appeir 

Sanct  Andro  than,  and  bad  him  mak  gude  cheir. 

And  haue  no  di'eid,  for  all  thing  suld  go  lyclit, 

Quhilk  grantit  wes  be  the  grit  God  Almycht  ; 

Vpoun  the  morne  quhilk  sould  nocht  be  to  31,075 

crawe, 
Honoui-  and  gloir,  and  victorie  to  haue. 
Sanct  Androis  corce  apperit  in  the  air 
That  samin  tyme,  quhilk  sene  wes  ouir  alquhair, 
Aboue  the  Pechtis  quhair  that  [thai]  did  ly, 
As  bureall  brycht,  als  cleir  into  the  sky ;  3i,080 

Out  of  that  place  wald  nother  move  nor  wend, 
QuliiU  that  the  battell  brocht  wes  to  an  end. 
The  watchis  standand  on  thair  feit  that  woik, 
Grit  wonder  had  vpone  that  cors  to  luke, 
Amang  thame  self  with  greit  talking  betuene,      3i,085 
Imaginand  than  quhat  that  corss  suld  mene. 
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How  King  Hungus  schew  his  Visioun,  and 
HOW  he  sould  win  Victorie  be  the 
Apperance  of  the  Croce  in  the  Air,  off 
the  quhilk   he  tuke   greit  Confort. 

Quhen  that  the  king  syne  walknit  quhair  he  In, 
He  schew  to  thame,  as  le  half  hard  me  sa, 
How  in  his  sleip  Sanct  Androw  did  appeir, 
And  said  to  him,  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir,  31,090 

How  on  the  morne  he  sould  haif  victorie 
The  quhilk  his  cors  that  tyme  did  signifie, 
Into  the   air  than  that  he  saw  so  cleir. 
Then  war  tha  blyth  all  and  maid  a  mirrie  cheir, 
And  put  away  all  dreddour  and  all  di'eid,  31,095 

In  gude  beleif  of  thair  purpois  to  speid : 
Amang  thame  self  rieht  blythlie  than  tha  sang, 
With  sic  ane  noyis  quhill  all  the  skyis  rang. 
The  Inglis  men  that  standand  on  the  streit, 
Col.  2.        QuhiUc  all  that  nicht  had  walkit  on  thair  feit,      31,100 
Quhen  that  tha  hard  thame  mak  so  mirrie  cheir, 
And  saw  the  croce  aboue  thair  held  appeir, 
Of  tha  takynnis  grit  terrour  tha  tuke, 
Lyke  ony  leif  tha  trimlit  and  tha  schuik  ; 
With  quaikand  hart  dreidand  that  tyme  far  31, 105 

moir, 
No  Pecht  or  Scot  vpoun  the  nycht  befoir. 
Than  king  Hungus  proclamit  with  ane  cry. 
That  euerie  man,  be  he  micht  ken  the  sky, 
Sould  reddie  be,  weill  graithit  in  his  geir, 
That  neidfull  war  vpoun  his  cors  to  weir,  31,110 

With  bow  and  brand,  with  braid  buklar  and 

scheild, 
Agane  thair  fa  syne  for  to  gif  thame  feild. 
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How    HUXGUS     THE     KiNG     ORDOURIT     HIS      MkX 
AXD    SET    SUDDANTLIE    ON    THE    SAXONIS. 

And  so  tlia  did  syne  intill  ordour  gude, 

And  syne  set  on  the  Saxonis   quliair  tha  stude, 

Riclit  suddantlie  with  ane  greit  schout  and  cry,   3i,ii5 

Quhill  all  thair  noyis  rang  vp  to  the  sky ; 

All  with  ane  voce  tha  cryit  in  that  tyde, 

"  This  da  Sanct  Andro  be  onre  gratius  gyde  ! " 

Syne  straik  togidder  with  so  rude  ane  reird, 

Quhill  rochis  rang  and  trumlit  all  the  eird,  31,120 

Thair  scheildis  raif  and  all  thair  speris  brak, 

Full  mony  berne  wes  laid  vpone  his  bak, 

And  mony  knicht  wes  maid  foil  law  to  kneill, 

Into  the  tyme  wist  nother  of  wo  nor  weill. 

The  Saxone  blude  that  da  wer  haill  confoundit,    31,125 

Mony  war  slane  and  all  the  laif  ill  woundit. 

The  laif  that  fled  tha  gat  bot  litill  girth 

Quhair  tha  war  fund,  other  in  fell  or  firth ; 

Of  all  tha  Saxonis,  my  author  did  sa, 

Scantlie  fywe  hundretht  chaipit  wes  awa,  3i,i30 

Bot  all  the  laue  other  that  tyme  wer  tane, 

Or  in  the  feild  fechtand  wer  slane  ilkane. 

King  Ethilstone  full  cald  wnder  his  scheild, 

Amang  the  laue  la  deid  into  the  feild : 

Deit  that  da,  as  eitli  is  to  presume,  31,135 

The  samin  deith  as  he  him  self  gave  dume. 

Out  of  the  feild  syne  haif  tha  tane  his  cors ; 

SjTie  to  ane  kirk  wes  careit  on  ane  hors, 

Wes  neirhand  by,  and  syne  put  in  to  grave. 

With  mair  honour  nor  he  wes  wont  to  hawe.        3i,i4o 

That  samin  place,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Quhair  he  wes  slane  is  callit  to  this  da, 

Efter  his  name  quha  lykis  for  to  heir, 

Ethilstane-furd,  gif  that  le  list  to  speir 

In  Haddingtoun,  and  ye  sail  find  anew  3i,i45 

Can  tell  ^ow  weill  gif  that  this  thing  be  trew. 
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How  King  Hungus  partit  the  Spul^e  equalie 

OF    THE    FeILD    AMANG    HIS     MeN     AND     MAID 

HIS  Pilgramage  to  Sanct  Andro. 

Qiilien  this  wes  done,  the  spuke  of  the  feild, 
Richt  equallie  to  euerie  man  and  cheild 
Diuydit  hes  into  greit  quantitie, 

To  puir  and  riche  efter  his  facultie.  3i,i50 

Syne  king  Hungus  and  all  the  men  of  gude, 
Siclike  the  lawe  als  of  that  multitude, 
Onto  Sanct  Andro  be  the  leist  ane  page, 
Lib.io,  f.i52.  Tha  passit  all  ilkone  in  pilgremage. 

This  gude  Hungus  richt  laulie  on  his  kneis  31, 155 

Befoir  the  altar  passit  vp  the  grees, 

And  syne  kissit  the  relict  of  Sanct  Androw, 

Completit  thair  baith  pilgremage  and  vow. 

Siclyike  the  laue,  ilk  man  in  his  degre, 

Richt  lawlie  thair  inclynand  on  his  kne,  3i,i60 

Kissand  the  relict  of  Sanct  Androw  sweit, 

His  pilgremage  and  offerand  to  compleit. 


How    THE    SCOTTIS    TUKE    THAIR    LeIF    FRA    HuN- 
GUS,    SYNE    PASSIT    HAME   TILL   ACHAYIJS. 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  than  all  the  Scottis  gard 

Tha  tuke  thair  leve  with  mony  riche  reward 

Hungus  thame  gaif,  with  mekill  vther  thing,        3i,i65 

Syne  passit  hame  till  Achayus  thair  king  ; 

And  schew  to  him  the  maner  all  and  how 

Of  the  battell,  as  I  haif  schawin  tow, 

Ilk  word  be  word  quhilk  I  neid  nocht  reherss, 

No  niak  to  tarie  for  to  put  in  verss.  31,170 

To  king  Hungus,  sen  it  is  in  memorie, 

Now  will  I  turne  and  tell  tow  of  his  storie. 


CKONICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND.  3G7 


How  King   Hungus    gart  big  Sanct  Androw 

OF     NEW,    AND    DOTIT    IT    WITH     EICHE     ReNT 

AND  mony  Relict  and  Ornament,  and  grit 
Privilege  gaif  thairto,  and  of  his  Ring 
AND  King  Achayus  departing. 

Nixt  is  to  wit,  without  fabill  or  faill, 

Sanct  Androis  kirk  wes  of  rycht  littill  vaill 

Befoir  this  tyme,  as  my  author  ma  schew,  3i,i75 

Quhill  king  Hungus  gart  big  it  of  the  new, 

Richt  plesandlie  of  poleist  stane  and  lyme, 

Baith  kirk  and  queir  all  new  into  the  tyme. 

Syne  dotit  it  with  mony  riche  rent, 

Adornit  weill  with  euerilk  ornament,  3i,i80 

With  bulk  and  chalice,  and  with  all  the  laue, 

In  sic  ane  place  that  neidfull  war  tiU  liaue  ; 

Prelat  and  preistis  ay  quhill  domisday, 

Thair  obseruance  thairin  to  sing  and  say. 

Ane    cors    of  gold   that   wes   bayth   lang   and     3i,i85 

braid, 
For  the  relict  of  Sanct  Andro  he  maid, 
Adornit  wes  with  mony  pretious  stone, 

With  diamontis  ding,  and  margretis  mony  one. 

To  represent  the  tuelf  apostolis 

Of  Jesu  Christ,  richt  sone  syne  efter  this,  3i,i90 

Tuelf  images  into  that  kirk  he  maid 

Of  fyne  siluer,  quhilk  war  baith  hie  and  braid. 

The  image  als  quhilk  wes  of  Sanct  Androw, 

Wes  gilt  with  gold  for  to  compleit  his  vow. 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  syne  amang  all  the  laue,     31,195 

Onto  the  kirk  greit  priuiledge  he  gaif, 

To  all  kirkmen  quhilk  wes  ane  greit  refuge, 

Sould  nocht  be  callit  with  ane  secular  juge, 

For  to  thoill  law  in  cau.ssis  criminall, 

Or  ony  actione  efter  micht  befall.  31,200 
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This  priuiledge  lestit  bot  few  dais  : 
The  fourt  king  efter,  as  my  author  sais, 
Quhilk  Feredethtlius  callit  wes  to  name, 
Into  his  tyrae  thocht  nother  syn  nor  schame, 
All  priuiledge  and  proffeit  les  and  moir,  31,205 

Quhilk  to  the  kirk  king  Hungus  gaif  befoir, 
Baith  priuiledge,  possessioun,  and  all  mj^cht, 
To  reif  fra  thame  without  ressoun  or  rycht. 
Col.  2.       Quhilk  wes  the  cans,  as  mony  said  sensyne, 

Be  the  prouisioun  of  greit  God  diuyne,  31,210 

Pechtis  befoir  quhilk  wer  of  sic  renoun, 

Sehort  quhile  efter  tynt  bayth  kinrik  and  croun  ; 

As  te  sail  heir,  quha  lykis  for  to  luke, 

Sone  efter  now  into  this  same  buke. 

Tliis  king  Achay,  as  that  my  author  sais,  31,215 

And  king  Hungus  syne  efter,  all  thair  dais, 

Rang  with  gude  rest  in  tliair  auctoi'itie, 

In  peax  and  rest  and  grit  tranquillitie. 

Syne  gude  Achay,  as  te  ma  efter  heir, 

Into  his  ring  the  tua  and  threttie  teir,  31,220 

And  of  oure  Lord  audit  hundreth  and  nyntene. 

So  greit  and  nobill  in  his  tj'me  had  bene, 

Of  Hungus  ring  the  sixt  teir  also, 

With  mekle  menyng,  murnyng  and  greit  wo, 

Of  euery  leid,  Ijaith  barne,  man  and  wyfe,  31,225 

He  tuke  his  leif  out  of  this  present  lyfe. 

In  lona  Yle,  with  mekle  pomp  and  pryde, 

Ingrauit  wes  into  the  samin  tyde. 


How      THAIR     EANG      IN     SCOTLAND     FOUII     HALIE 

DocToums    IN    THA    Dais,    and    callit  as 

FOLLOWIS. 

Into  Scotland  thair  rang  into  tha  dais 

Foure  halie  doctouris,  as  my  author  sais  ;  3i,23o 
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Geruatius  as  le  sail  wnderstand, 

Bischop  and  prechour  into  Murra  land  ; 

Glacianus  als  of  grit  auctoritic, 

Ane  archibiscliop  and  grit  prechour  wes  he  ; 

And  tua  brether  wer  of  grit  faith  and  fame,         31,235 

Moden  and  Meden  eallit  wer  to  name. 

Thair  halie  werkis  culd  nocht  weill  be  liid, 

So  mony  miracle  in  thair  tyme  tha  kyd ; 

Syne  efterwart,  as  halie  kirk  ws  grantis, 

Ar  numberit  now  in  hevin  amang  the  Sanctis.      31,240 

How    ANE    NOBILL    MAN    CALLIT    CONGALLUS    WAS 

ciiowNiT    King    of    Scotland    efter    the 
Deith  of  King  Achat,  and  of  his  Deceis, 

Ane  nobill  man  wes  eallit  Congallus, 
And  sone  he  wes  also  to  Dongallus, 
EtlifjTiiis  bnither,  and  the  patruell 
To  king  Achay  alss  far  as  I  half  feill, 
Schort  quliile  efter  king  Achayus  deid,  32,245 

Of  Scotland  king  wes  crownit  in  his  steid. 
Quhilk  with  Idng  Hungus,  as  my  author  sais, 
Familiar  wes  and  tender  all  his  dais. 
Sic  lowe  and  lawtie  as  wes  thame  betuene, 
Betuix  tua  kingis  lies  bene  semdill  sene :  31,250 

Wes  nane  of  thame,  other  ane  or  vther, 
That  wald  do  oucht  but  counsall  of  the  tother. 
And  Hungus  syne  in  to  his  latter  dais 
So  febill  wes,  as  that  my  author  sais, 
Befoir  Congallus  of  Scotland  that  wes  king,  31,255 

Baith  croun  and  kinrik  than  he  did  resins' 
To  Drostolog,  quhilk  wes  his  sone  and  air, 
Out  of  this  lyfe  syne  tuke  his  leif  to  fau\ 
This  Congallus  efter  that  he  wes  gone, 
Tor  him  ilk  da  sic  murning  maid  and  mone,         31,2G0 
With  sic  displesour  detestand  all  playis, 

Quhilk  wes  the  cans  of  schorting  of  his  dais,  Lib.io,f.i52b. 

VOL.  II.  j^  X  ^"'-  ^' 
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Sone  efter  syne  of  liis  ring  the  fyft  teir, 

He  tuke  his  leif  and  baid  na  langer  lieir ; 

Ingrauit  wes  syne  in  Ecolumkill,  31,265 

With  all  honour  belonging;  wes  thairtill. 

How  ANE  Man  of  Gude  callit  Dongallus  wes 
CKOWNiT  King  efter  Congallus,  and  of 
the  ^oung  Scottis  Lordis  that  rebellit 
aganis  him. 

Ane  man  of  gude  wes  callit  Dongallus, 

Quhilk  wes  the  sone  of  king  Solwatheus, 

Schort  quhile  befoir  as  te  ma  reid  and  se, 

Wes  crownit  king  with  haill  auctoritie,  31,270 

Into  Argyle  efter  Congallus  deid  ; 

Syne  peceablie  he  rang  into  his  steid. 

Ane  nobill  king  in  all  his  tyme  wes  he, 

Richt  just  also  in  his  auctoritie, 

And  equall  als  without  ony  injure  31,275 

In  his  office  baith  to  riche  and  puir. 

That  samin  tyme,  as  my  author  recordis, 

Into  Scotland  thair  wes  richt  mony  lordis, 

^oung  and  wantoun,  and  full  of  reuery. 

At  his  justice  had  rycht  full  greit  invy,  31,280 

And  dTirst  nocht  tak  thair  plesoui*  ay  at  neid, 

Of  his  justice  tha  stude  sic  aw  and  di'eid. 

For  that  same  cans,  or  tha  thair  will  suld  want, 

Tha  fand  ane  way  this  Dongallus  to  dant. 

How  the  ^oung  Scottis  Lordis  perswadit 
^ouNG  Alpynus,  Sone  to  Achayus,  fra 
Dongallus  to  tak  the  Croun. 

Ane  plesand  child  of  greit  honour  and  fame,        31,286 
Achayus  sone,  Alpynus  hecht  to  name, 
Persuadit  Iiim  fra  Dongallus  the  king 
To  tak  the  croun  and  occupie  his  ring, 
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Justice  and  law  siclike  and  all  the  laue, 

His  heretage  the  quhilk  he  aucht  to  haue;  31,290 

At  thair  power  with  hartlie  mynd  and  will, 

At  his  plesour  tha  sould  mak  help  thairtill. 

This  Alp3mus  tuke  litill  tent  thairto, 

Bot  did  ilk  da  sic  as  he  had  till  do ; 

His  mynd  wes  set  rycht  far  agane  that  thing,      31,295 

So  louit  he  Dongallus  the  glide  king; 

This  king  to  him  keipit  so  gude  ane  part, 

And  for  that  cans  he  louit  him  with  his  hart. 

So  on  ane  da  it  hapnit  for  to  be, 

Thir  same  lordis  qnhair  thair  wes  none  bot  he,     3i,300 

All  him  allane  intill  ane  quyet  place, 

With  drawin  swordis  and  with  austrun  face, 

Tha  boistit  him  scharplie  bayth  sad  and  suir. 

Without  richt  sone  he  tuke  on  him  sic  cuir 

As  tha  commandit,  and  auctoritie,  31,305 

Of  thair  handis  than  doutles  he  suld  die. 

This  ^oung  Alpyn  that  tyme  for  aw  and  dreid, 

As  force  it  wes  it  stude  liim  in  sic  neid, 

At  thair  command  consentit  than  thairtill, 

Suppois  it  wer  richt  far  aganis  his  will;  3i,3io 

Syne  tuke  the  feild  with  mony  cankerit  kuaif, 

Quhilk  lykit  weill  ane  lous  warld  to  half, 

And  mony  rebald  in  ane  mekle  rout, 

With  greit  vneis  of  all  the  land  about.  Col,  2. 

Syne  efter  that,  within  ane  lytill  quhile,  31,315 

With  tliis  Alpyn  tha  passit  to  Argyle, 

Quhair  tha  that  tyme  thocht  to  croun  him  king; 

Bot  ^oung  Alpyne  that  lykit  nocht  that  thing, 

Vpoun  the  nycht,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Eicht  secreitlie  he  staw  fra  thame  awa,  31  320 

Quhen  that  tha  wist  richt  litill  of  sic  thino-, 

Syne  come  agane  to  Dongallus  the  king, 

And  schew  till  him  the  maner  all  and  how, 

Ilk  word  by  word  as  I  half  said  to  tow; 

A  A  2 
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How  all  that  wes  done  sair  aganis  Ids  Avill,  31,325 

That  force  it  wes  him  to  consent  thairtill, 

Or  than  till  de,  thair  wes  na  vther  dome, 

That  it  wes  so  richt  weill  he  mycht  presume. 

This  Dongallus  of  him  he  wes  rycht  blyth, 

And  in  liis  armes  hint  him  sone  and  suyth ;        31,330 

Syne  freindfuUie  that  tyme  he  said  him  till, 

"  Wei  cum  to  me  with  hartlie  mynd  and  will  ! 

''  All  is  tour  awin  amang  our  handis  heir ; 

"  Quhen  plesis  low  to  tak  the  reull  and  steir, 

*'  1  salbe  reddie  all  tyme  at  command,  31,335 

"  For  till  resing  all  richt  into  tour  hand ; 

"  As  ressoun  wald  that  te  tour  rycht  suld  haif 

"  Withoutin  pley,  quhen  plesis  tow  to  craif" 

This  toung  Alpin,  with  hartlie  mynd  and  will, 

Requyrit  him  for  to  continew  still,  3i,340 

As  he  wes  wont,  withoutin  ony  stryfe. 

Into  that  cuir  for  terme  of  all  his  lyfe  ; 

And  he  also  sould  seruice  mak  him  to, 

Sick  as  the  sone  sould  to  the  father  do, 

And  in  all  thing  alss  blytlilie  him  obey,  31,345 

At  his  plesour  withoutin  ony  pley. 

The  pepill  all  tha  war  richt  blyth  and  glaid, 

Quhen  that  tha  hard  how  ilk  till  vther  said  ; 

Of  that  concord  and  [of]  thair  meitting  than, 

Rycht  blyth  and  glaid  wes  mony  wyfe  and  man.  31,350 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  syne  on  the  secund  da, 

Thir  rebellaris,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Ane  message  send  to  Dongallus  the  king, 

Beseikand  him  than  of  his  grace  bening, 

All  ire  and  rancour,  malice  and  invy,  31,355 

For  to  remit,  postpone,  and  lat  pas  by ; 

And  thame  ^   agane  of  his  humanitie 

Resaue  agane,  quhilk  traist  and  trew  suld  be. 

'  In  MS.  than 
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Off  thair  desyre  notliing  the  king  wald  heir  ; 

Bot  said  agane  within  les  nor  ane  ^eir,  31,3  60 

And  plesit  God  thairto,  ane  vow  maid  he 

Of  that  injure  for  to  revengit  be. 

And  so  he  wes  far  sonner  nor  tha  trowit, 

Or  euir  tha  wist,  as  euerie  man  allowit, 

As  tha  had  seruit  in  the  samin  tyme,  31,365 

War  tane  ilkone  and  puneist  for  that  cryme. 

Fra  that  tyme  fiu-th,  withoutin  ony  leis, 

In  all  his  tyme  he  leuit  ay  in  peice. 

Heir  will  I  pans  and  leve  ane  litill  quhile, 

And  to  the  Pechtis  tui'ne  agane  my  style.  3i,37o 


How  THE  King  of  Pechtis  callit  Drostolog 

WAS      SLANE       BE      HIS       BrUTHER,      QUHILK  ^ 
VSURPIT    THE   CrOUN  AND     MAREIT     HIS    BrU-    Lib.lO,f.l53. 
THERIS    WyFFE     that    WES     QUENE,     QUHOME         ^^^'  ^' 
SCHO   SLEW   ON   ANE   NyCHT. 

The  king  of  Pechtis  hecht  Drostolog  to  name, 

His  on  bruther  la  with  him  in  ane  wame, 

So  greit  desyre  he  had  to  be  ane  king, 

He  slew  his  bruther  syne  occupeit  his  ring. 

And  for  that  cans  he  held  with  him  ane  gard,     31,375 

And  gaif  to  thame  richt  mony  riche  reward 

Of  land  and  riches,  gold,  siluer  and  fie, 

To  tak  his  part  gif  neid  hapnit  to  be. 

Brenna  the  quene  richt  plesand  and  benyng, 

Oswynus  dochter,  of  West  Saxone  king,  31,380 

That  tyme,  to  stanche  hir  malice  and  hir  stryfe. 

In  matrimonie  he  tuke  his  brutheris  wyfe, 

Quhilk  quietlie  at  him  had  ay  grit  feid. 

Syne  efterwart,  for  to  revenge  the  deid 
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Of  Drostolog  hir  husband  wes  befoir,  31,385 

With  greit  malice  incressand  moir  and  inoir, 

Richt  subtillie  with  grit  sorcerie  and  slycht, 

Into  his  bed  scho  slew  him  on  ane  nycht. 

Thair  faillit  all  the  successioun  and  seid 

Of  king  Hungus,  gif  it  be  suith  I  reid.  3i,390 

how   dongallus  send   message  to  the 
Pechtis. 

This  loung  Alpyne,  quhilk  wes  his  nepos  neir, 

His  sister  sone  befoir  as  le  micht  heir, 

Acha[y]us  sone  of  Scottis  that  wes  king, 

Quhome  to  the  richt  of  all  the  Pechtis  ring 

Be  commoun  law,  efter  thir  tua  war  deid,  31,395 

Redoundit  haill  withoutin  pley  or  pleid. 

And  for  that  cans,  Dongallus  the  gude  king 

Considderit  weill  he  had  richt  to  sic  thing, 

Tua  wyiss  lordis  that  all  thair  richtis  kend, 

With  greit  triumph  onto  the  Pechtis  send,  3i,4oo 

Beseikand  thame  rycht  hartlie  and  benyng, 

For  to  ressaue  than  ^  as  thair  prince  and  king 

This  Alpynus,  the  quhilk  had  be  his  mother 

The  richt  thairt[o]  that  tyme  had  and  na  vther. 

Quhairfoir  thai  aucht  richt  blyth  and  glaid  to      31,405 

be. 
And  for  to  lowe  the  gratious  God  sa  hie, 
That  baith  thair  kinrikis  vnite  had  in  ane, 
That  of  befoir  into  the  tyme  bigane, 
Rycht  saikleslie,  but  ony  caus  or  gilt, 
With  abundance  sa  mekle  blude  had  spilt.  31,410 

"  And  sen  Fortoun  hes  schawin  ws  hir  face, 
"  And  gratious  God,  of  his  excellent  grace, 
"  Had  ordand  ws  wnder  ane  king  to  be, 
"  Of  baith  oure  blude  and  oure  genelogie, 
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"  The  quhilk  that  hes  so  greit  ressoiie  thairtill,    3i,4i5 

"  Qiihairfoir  we  aucht  richt  hartlie  with  gude  will 

"  For  to  love  God  that  is  in  hevin  so  he, 

"  Provydis  so  for  oure  posteritie, 

"  For  euir  mail-  to  leif  in  peice  and  rest ; 

"  As  plesis  him  so  suld  we  think  it  best."  31,420 

How  THE   PeCHTIS   CHESIT  THAME  ANE  KiNG. 

The  proude  Pechtis  that  knew  weill  sic  thing, 
Amang  thame  selfis  cliesit  thame  ane  king, 
Quhilk  Feredethus  callit  wes  to  name. 
Or  Alpynus'  his  cromi  come  for  to  clame. 
Quhairthrow  tha  mycht,  gif  he  sic  thing  suld       31,425 

craif, 
Him  to  resist  moir  strenth  and  power  haif; 
For-quhy  richt  ill  it  lykit  thame  sic  thing, 
That  ony  Scot  sould  be  thair  prince  and  king.  Col.  2. 


How   THE  Messinger    schew    his   Credens  to 
THE  Pechtis  in  Camelidone. 

The  messinger  on  to  Camelidone 

Is  passit  syne,  quhair  he  fand  thame  ilkone  31,430 

With  Feredeth,  quhome  to  his  credens  schew, 

Befoir  thame  all  quhaii'  that  thair  wes  anew. 

Ilk  word  be  word  to  thame  baith  les  and  moij', 

With  all  the  tennour  that  le  hard  befoir. 

Quhen  this  wes  said,  with  mony  mow  and  knak,  31,435 

Amang  thame  self  greit  dirisioun  tha  mak. 

With  rude  rumour  and  with  so  loude  ane  noyis, 

As  it  had  bene  of  bairnis^  and  of  boyis, 

That  neuir  ane,  throw  the  murmour  tha  mak, 

Mycht  heir  ane  word  than  that  ane  vther  spak.  3l,44o 
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Quhen '  of  tliair  breist  ouir  blawin  wes  that  blast, 

And  ceissit  syne  with  scilence  at  the  last, 

This  Feredethus  with  ane  voce  so  cleir, 

Sic  ansuer  gaif  as  I  sail  schaw  tow  heir. 

"  With  lang  adwysing  we  half  considderit  haill,  3i,4i5 

"  Nixt  the  successioun  of  king  Hungus  fail], 

''  And  Alpynus  be  narrest  of  his  blude; 

"  ^it  neuirtheles  we  half  ane  consuetude, 

"  Incontrar  quhairfoir  that  le  [half]  no  aw 

"  To  clame  oure  croun  be  ony  richt  or  law.  31,450 

"  For-quhy  we  find  ane  act  into  oure  bulk, 

"  Wes  maid  lang  syne,  that  na  stranger  sail  bruik 

"  Oure  croun  or  kinrik  to  be  king  ws  till, 

"  Without  it  be  with  our  consent  and  will. 

"  As  for  my  self,  siclike  dois  all  the  lawe,  31,455 

"  We  lyke  him  nocht  as  for  our  king  to  haue. 

"  Als  we  haif  power,  gif  that  neid  so  be, 

"  For  to  translait  be  oure  auctoritie 

"  Alhaill  the  rycht  fra  ane  hous  to  ane  vtlier, 

"  Full  Weill  le  wist  tour  self  or  le  come  hither.    3i,460 

"  Sen  all  the  richt  we  haif  translatit  now, 

"  Fra  Hungus  hous,  as  te  haif  hard  heir  how, 

"  Onto  ane  vther  with  haill  auctoritie  ; 

"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  le  ma  weill  wit  that  ze 

"  Hes  litill  richt,  suppois  ^e  haif  grit  will,  31,465 

"  To  ask  oure  croun  or  ^it  haif  clame  thair  till, 

"  Thocht  he  be  narrest  of  king  Himgus  blude. 

"  Tak  thair  tour  ansuer,  schortlie  to  conclude." 

How    THE   MeSSINGER    COME    TO   DONGALLUS    AND 

scHEw  HIS  Ansuer,  and  how  he  hes  send 

AGANE  TO   THE   PeCHTIS. 

Befoir  thame  all  quliair  that  thair  wes  anew, 

This  messinger  come  hame  agane  and  schew  31,470 
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Ilk  word  be   word  sic  ansuer  that  he  gat. 

This  Dongallus,  that  wald  nocht  leve  for  that, 

Thair  myndis  better  quhill  he  knew  and  kend, 

To  thame  agane  the  samin  herald  send, 

To  get  knawledge  of  all  thair  mynd  moir  eleir,    31,475 

For  he  wald  nocht  put  so  greit  thing  in  weir. 

In  that  purpois  gif  tha  remanit  still, 

Commanding  him  that  he  sould  say  thame  till. 

Within  ane  moneth  and  les,  gif  he  micht, 

With  all  power  he  sould  persew  thair  richt.  3i,480 

This  Feredeth,  that  knew  full  weill  sic  thing, 

That  sic  message  come  fra  the  Scottis  king, 

He  lies  send  men  to  meit  thame  be  the  way,  Lib.io,  f.i53b. 

Commanding  thame  sone  be  the  secund  day 

Out  of  thair  land  to  pas  but  ony  pleid,  31,485 

Richt  suddanelie  wnder  the  pane  of  deid. 

This  messinger  that  durst  nocht  disobey ; 

Richt  Weill  he  wist,  and  he  maid  ony  pley, 

Thair  cruelnes  it  wald  cost  him  his  lyfe. 

And    for    that    caus    he    maid    thame    na    mair    3i,490 

stryfe, 
Bot  said  he  sould  all  thair  command  fulfill. 

Qulien  that  wes  said,  syne  efter  said  thame  till, 

"  Heir  in  the  name  of  Dongallus  oure  king, 

"  Alpyn  oure  prince,  and  lordis  of  our  ring, 

"  And  all  the  laif  als  of  oure  men  of  gude,  31,495 

"  Heir  we  defy  ^ow  baith  of  fyre  and  blude, 

"  And  plane  battell  within  the  tuentie  da." 

Syne  tuik  his  leif  and  passit  hame  his  wa. 

And  tald  the  king  the  mater  all  and  how. 

Ilk  word  be  word  as  I  haif  said  to  tow.  3i,500 

Quhen  this  ansuer  befoir  thame  all  wes  schawin. 

All  in  ane  voce,  or  tha  war  sa  ouirthrawin, 

Tha  maid  ane  vow  for  no  perrell  to  spair 

Baith  land  and  lyfe  in  that  querrell  to  wair  ; 

For  Weill  tha  wist  it  wes  baith  just  and  gude.    3i,505 

Richt  so  that  tyme  said  all  the  multitude  ; 
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In  all  Scotland  wes  notlier  gude  nor  ill, 

Gaif  nocht  consent  and  gude  counsall  thairtill. 

This  Dongallus,  of  quliome  befoir  I  spak, 

On  him  that  tyme  greit  travell  he  did  tak  3i;6io 

Ouir  all  Scotland,  and  maist  of  his  awin  coist, 

For  to  furneis  ane  grit  armie  and  oist, 

To  fortifie  Alpinus  in  his  richt, 

Greit  diligence  he  lies  done  da  and  nycht. 

That  samin  tyme  vpoun  the  water  of  Spey,  31,515 

Throw  misgyding,  or  than  the  man  wes  fey, 

Quliilk  of  the  tua  I  can  nocht  tell  tow  heir, 

Into  ane  boit  [he]  drownit  than  but  weir, 

The  saxtenit  teir  the  quhilk  wes  of  his  ring. 

Quhen  he  wes  deid  that  wes  so  gude  ane  king,    31,620 

This  Alpinus,  sone  efter  that  schort  quhile, 

Gart  bair  his  bodie  on  to  lona  He  ; 

With  grit  honour  of  kirkmen  and  grit  cuir, 

Solemnitlie  put  it  in  sepultuir. 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  syne  out  of  lona  He,  31,625 

The  lordis  all  convenit  in  Argyle, 

This  Alpinus  that  wes  baith  fair  and  ?ing. 

With  hail  consent  wes  crownit  to  be  king. 

Syne  to  compleit  that  tha  had  tane  on  hand, 

This  Alpinus  he  gaif  richt  strait  command  31,530 

That  euerie  man  within  the  fourtie  da, 

Suld  furneis  him  als  gudlie  as  he  ma, 

And  syne  convene  withoutin  ony  lat. 

At  tyme  and  place  quhair  that  the  tiyst  wes 

set. 
And  so  tha  did  neirby  Arrestia,  31,535 

Convenit  all  at  [ane]  set  place  and  da, 
Without  oppressioun  that  tyme  of  the  puir. 
And  fit  for  fit  to  Forfar  all  tha  fuir. 
Into  that  tyme  tha  stanchit  fra  all  yi'e, 
Nother  spilt  blude,  nor  ^it  wald  rais  no  fyre,       3i,640 
Quhill  that  tha  come  at  grit  laser  and  lenth 
To  Forfar  toun,  that  tyme  quhilk  wes  ane  strenth ; 
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Vpoun  ane  plaue  plantit  thair  palteonis  doun, 
Syne  set  ane  seig  evin  round  about  the  toun. 


How  Alpinus,  King  of  Scottis,  and  Feredeth,' 
King  of  Pechtis,  met  in  Battell  at  Ee- 
stennot,  as  followis. 

This^  Feredetb,  of  Pechtis  that  wes  king,  31,545 

Wes  neirliand  by  and  knew  full  weill  that  tiling,  Col.  2. 

With  greit  power,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Then  in  thair  sicht  come  on  the  secund  da. 

Than  Alpynus  quhen  he  saw  it  wes  so, 

He  left  the  seig  and  to  the  field  did  go,  31,550 

With  baneris  braid,  and  buglis  blawand  loude, 

With  staitlie  standartis,  and  with  pensallis  proude. 

At  Restennoth  tliir  freikis  met  in  feild, 

And  knokit  on  quhill  mony  ane  war  keild, 

And  birny  brist,  and  mony  burdoun  brak,  31,555 

And  mony  bald  man  laid  vpoun  his  bak, 

And  mony  freik  wes  fellit  thair  throw  force. 

And  mony  knicht  wes  keillit  tlirow  the  cors. 

Into  that  stour  so  stalwart  wes  that  stryfe. 

That  mony  leid  lies  loissit  thair  his  lyfe,  31, 560 

War  neirhand  lost,  and  als  had  tynt  that  ward, 

War  nocht  ane  new  fresche  armit  gard. 

With   Fenedech  of  Athoill  that  wes  lord, 

And  four  hundreth  weill  knyt  in  ane  concord 

Off  nobill  men,  renewit  that  feild  agane,  31,565 

And  met  the  Pechtis  richt  pertlie  on  the  plane 

With  sic  curaige  that  mony  Pecht  war  keild, 

Trowand  befoir  that  tha  had  wyn  the  feild. 

Amang  the  Scottis,  quhair  tha  war  maist  thrang, 

Or  euir  he  wist  wes  closit  thame  amang,  31,570 


'  In  MS.  Federeth.  \      =  In  MS.  The. 
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Of  mony  nobill  of  the  Pechtis  blude, 

For  his  defence  into  that  stour  that  stude, 

And  faucht  quhill  tha  war  so  werie  begone, 

In  his  defence  that  tha  war  slane  ilkone, 

And  he  him  self,    quha  lykis  for  to  luke.  31,575 

Quhairof  the  Pechtis  no  disconfort  tuke, 

Bot  manfullie  with  all  thair  strenth  and  mycht 

Tha    faucht    stane    still    quhill    tw3ranit    thame 

the  nycht ; 
Syne  drew  abak  quhen  na  better  mycht  be, 
On  baith  the  sydis  becaus  tha  mycht  nocht  se,    3i,580 
And  to  thair  tentis  raikit  on  full  richt. 
The  Pechtis  than  sone  efter  that  same  nycht, 
Quhen  that  tha  knew  how  that  thair  king  wes  lost, 
With  him  also  the  maist  part  of  thair  oist, 
Thair  haill  cariage  and  tentis  quhair  tha  la,  31,585 

And  all  the  laif  tha  left  richt  lang  or  da ; 
For  grit  dreddour  out  of  that  place  tha  ^eid, 
Sum  heir,  sum  thair,  tha  sped  thame  waill  gude 

speid. 
Till  Alpinus  quhen '  this  wes  schawin  sone. 
Or  dreid  sic  thing  for  tressoun  suld  be  done,        31,590 
Men  vpoun  liors  he  has  gart  haist  in  by 
To  hillis  hie,  about  thame  for  to  spy. 
With  diligence  baith  for  to  spy  and  speir. 
In  ony  part  gif  thai  saw  thame  appeir. 
And  so  thai  did,  syne  that  same  day  at  none,      31,595 
Tha  come  agane  and  schew  how  tha  had  done 
All  the  command  that  he  had  gevin  thame  till. 
And  how  tha  raid  fra  euerie  hill  to  hill, 
Bot  tha  culd  nocht  se,  other  far  or  neir. 
No  levand  leid  into  thair  sicht  appeir.  31,600 

Then  Alpynus,  and  all  his  cumpany, 
Eejosit  wes  of  that  greit  victory ; 


In  MS.  tJian. 
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And  <all  the  spul^e  that  tyme  that  tha  wan. 

Richt  equallie  he  lies  distiibut  than 

To  euerilk  man,  witlioutin  fraud  or  faill,  3i,605 

Efter  his  deidis  as  he  wes  of  availl. 

Syne  hes  decretit  or  tha  partit  thair, 

In  tyme  to  cum  that  tha  wald  fecht  na  mair 

Witli  haill  power,  without  mair  be  ado,  '  '^^^'  {^^^' 

Bot  tak  the  tyme  ay  as  tha  micht  win  to.  3i,6io 

Syne  scaillit  hes  and  passit  hame  ilk  man. 

And  tuke  with  thame  the  haill  spul^e  tha  wan. 

This  Alpynus,  or  he  fuu-  of  that  feild. 

Kins:  Feredeth  in  that  battell  wes  keild, 

With  all  honour  that  sic  ane  prince  sould  haue,   31,615 

Into  Forfair  gart  put  him  in  his  graue. 

Syne  efterwart,  ouii'  all  Arestia 

Greit  heirschip  maid,  and  spulie  euirilk  da, 

Of  corne  and  cattell,  and  all  other  geir, 

Of  gold,  siluer,  and  claithis  for  to  weir.  3i,620 

Ilk  da  in  AthoiU  hame  with  thame  syne  brocht, 

Quhill  all  that  land  wes  waistit  haill  to^  nocht, 

And  the  indueUaris  flemit  all  and  fled. 

For  no  reskew  in  all  that  tyme  tha  had. 

Bridus,  the  sone  of  Feredeth  the  king  31,625 

That  eldest  wes,  succeidit  to  his  ring  ; 

Ane  freik  he  wes  for  litill  thing  wald  feir. 

And  luifit  nocht  for  till  heir  tell  of  weir ; 

For  no  counsall  iiother  of  man  or  cheild, 

Wald  neuir  consent  to  cum  into  ane  feild.  3i,630 

Syne  how  it  wes,  I  can  nocht  teU  tow  plane, 

Amang  thame  self  sone  efter  he  wes  slane ; 

And  for  quhat  causs,  quhy  or  tit  quhairfoir. 

Or  how  it  wes,  I  can  tell  low  no  moir. 

Bot  gif  it  wes,  as  I  can  richt  weill  ges,  31,635 

Becaus  he  wes  of  sic  unworthines. 


•  la  MS.  nocJit. 
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That  all  his  lieges  tliocht  of  him  grit  lak. 

Gif  it  wes  so,  it  wes  the  far  les  rak. 

His  secimd  bruther  callit  Kennethus, 

Quhilk  wes  the  sone  of  this  ilk  Feredethus,  31,640 

"Wes  crownit  syne  efter  his  brutheris  deid, 

For  to  be  king  of  Pechtis  in  his  steid ; 

Ane  kyndlie  cowart,  as  it  wes  weill  kend, 

Sone  efter  that  that  maid  ane  far  war  end  : 

And  how  it  wes  tak  tent  and  I  sail  sa.  31,645 

Vpoun  ane  tyme  into  Arestia, 

Quhair  he  wes  causit,  soir  aganis  his  will. 

With  all  his  power  for  to  pas  thairtill, 

Quhair  king  Alpynus,  with  ane  mekle  oist, 

Lay  in  that  tyme  endlang  the  Eist  se  coist ;         3i,650 

Fra  this  Kennethus  come  into  thair  sicht, 

And  S3^ne  beheld  sa  mony  basnet  bricht. 

In  rayit  battell  on  ane  feild  that  stude, 

Vnmensurable  he  tliocht  that  multitude. 

Quhairof  that  tyme  so  greit  terrour  he  tuik,         31,635 

And  wes  so  frayit  alss  at  the  first  luik, 

He  kest  fra  him  baith  cot  armour  and  scheild. 

Or  euir  tha  wist  sjme  fled  out  of  the  feild. 

All  him  allane,  withoutin  ony  feir : 

And  how  it  hapnit  efter  ^e  sail  heir.  31,cgo 

How  Kenethus  fled  out  of  the  Feild  for 
Fleitnes,  and  wes  slane  be  the  Schiphird 
Carle,  and  how  Bridus  wes  crownit 
efter  him  King  of  Pechtis. 

Ane  schiphii'd  carle  keipand  a  flok  of  fe, 

Ane  grit  burdoun  vpoun  his  bak  buir  he, 

Quhilk  of  this  king  iia  knawledge  than  he  had, 

Bot  Weill  he  wist  out  of  the  feild  he  fled ; 

And  in  the  tyme  rycht  neir  he  did  him  go,         31,665 

Reprevand  him  quhy  that  he  suld  do  so, 
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Out  of  the  feikl  tlian  fra  the  king  to  fle. 

He  said  agane,  "  Qiihat  ]nakis  that  to  the  ? " 

And  suddantlie  thai '  fell  into  ane  pley.  Col.  2, 

This  schiphird  carle  he  gaif  him  sic  ane  swey       3l,G7o 

With  that  greit  burdoun  on  his  bak  he  biiir, 

This  carle  that  wes  baith  stalwart,  stark  and  stuir, 

Doun  of  his  hors  he  draws  him  to  the  erd, 

And  slew  him  tliair :  sic  wes  his  hap  and  werd. 

The  Pechtis  syne  quhen  tha  knew  he  wes  fled,     31,675 

No  other  cliiftane  in  the  tyme  tha  hed 

To  be  thair  gydar  other  in  or  out, 

That  da  to  feclit  tha  thocht  it  ouir  grit  dout; 

Thairfoir  bakwartis  in  gude  ordour  ar  gone, 

And  left  the  feild,  syne  passit  hame  ilkone.  3i,680 

Efter  the  deid  syne  of  this  Kynnethus, 

Ane  nobill  man  that  callit  wes  Bredus, 

Amang  thame  all  of  most  auctoritie, 

Wes  crownit  than  of  Pechtis  king  to  be. 

To  Alpynus  quhilk  send  ane  messinger,  31,685 

Richt  reuerentlie  that  tyme  did  him  requeir, 

At  his  plesour,  withoutin  bost  or  schoir, 

For  to  reforme  all  faltis  maid  befoir, 

To  euerie  part  withoutin  skaitli  or  lak, 

Syne  peax  and  rest  and  gude  concord  to  mak,    3i,690 

Siclyke  befoir  as  it  wes  wont  to  be, 

In  peax  and  rest  and  perfect  vnitie. 

This  Alpynus  sic  ansuer  maid  him  till, 

And  all  his  lordis  siclike  in  ane  will, 

Sayand,  of  thame  that  tha  suld  neuir  half  peice,  31,695 

No  tit  jfra  batteU  thocht  tha  neuir  to  ceis, 

Without  respect  tha  wald  richt  sone  resigne 

His  croim  to  him,  and  knaw  him  as  thair  king. 

Syne  him  obey,  and  for  thair  prince  to  knaw. 

As  ressoun  wald  be  courss  of  commoun  law.        31,700 

•  In  MS.  thair. 


384  THE   BUIK   OF   THE 

That  messinger  syne  passit  liame  agane, 
Befoir  thame  all  syne  schew  liis  ansuer  plane 
To  king  Bredus  withoutin  ony  moir, 
Ilk  word  be  word  as  le  liaif  liard  befoir. 
Quhairof  tliat  tyme  he  wes  nothing  content,  31,705 

Quhen  that  he  hard  the  ansuer  that  he  sent. 
And  in  his  mynd  remordit  oft  and  knew, 
Bicht  suddanelie  that  he  siild  him  perse w. 
For  that  same  cans,  as  te  sail  wnderstand, 
To  Edwenus,  that  king  wes  of  Ingland,  3i,7io 

Of  gold  and  siluer  ane  grit  quantitie, 
Into  the  tyme  with  ane  herald  send  he  ; 
Beseikand  him  richt  humblie  with  his  hart, 
Aganis  the  Scottis  for  to  tak  his  part, 
And  he  siclike  agane  all  vther  wicht,  3i,7i5 

Sould  tak  his  part  at  all  power  and  micht. 
This  Edwenus,  that  rycht  weill  wald  heir  haue. 
Into  the  tyme  the  money  did  ressaue, 
Promitting  als  that  he  sould  send  him  to 
Bicht  grit  power  when  he  had  oucht  till  do.         31,720 
The  messinger  syne  passit  hame  agane, 
And  schew  to  him  how  he  promittit  plane, 
So  friendfullie,  and  with  so  gude  ane  will, 
Bicht  greit  supple  that  he  sould  send  him  till  ; 
Withoutin  thairof  half  he  [than]  no  dreid,  31,725 

Quhen  euir  it  war  thairof  that  he  had  neid. 
Of  this  ansuer  richt  blyth  and  glaid  wes  he, 
So  wes  the  laif  als  blyth  as  tha  mycht  be ; 
In  him  that  tyme  tha  had  so  grit  beleif. 
With  mort  battell  quhen  plesit  thame  to  preif     3i,730 
The  cruell  Scottis  that  war  baith  big  and  bald. 
As  tliair  awin  will  to  weild  thame  as  tha  wald. 
^it  neuirtheles  thair  wes  richt  mony  Pecht 
Lib.io,  f.i54b.  Gaiff  lytill  traist  or  credence  to  his  hecht, 

"  ■  ''■         Trowand  he  buir  into  his  mynd  full  soir,  31,735 

The  cruell  slauchter  that  wes  maid  befoir 
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Be  tliair  fatheris,  quhen  tlia  slew  Ethilstone 

Without  mercie  and  vtheris  niODy  one  ; 

Sayand  lie  wald  revenge  that,  and  he  mycht 

Se  he  his  tyme,  other  be  strenth  or  slicht.  31,740 

In  this  same  tyme  now  that  le  heir  me  sa, 

In  all  the  pairtis  of  Arestia, 

Fra  Grampione  evin  onto  Tayis  flude, 

Wes  neuir  one  left  of  aU  the  Pechtis  blude 

Without  ane  strenth,  or  he  that  did  obey  31,745 

To  Alpynus  withoutin  ony  pley. 

This  king  Bredus  quhen  he  did  wnderstand, 

How  Alpynus  had  conqueist  so  his  land, 

Ane  herald  sone  to  Edwenus  he  send 

Richt  freindfullie  with  hartlie  recommend,  3i,750 

Beseikand  him  with  hartlie  mynd  and  will. 

Of  his  supple  sone  for  to  send  him  till, 

In  all  the  haist  that  he  micht  gudlie  speid, 

For-quhy,  he  said,  it  stude  him  in  sic  neid ; 

And  gif  it  war  that  no  better  micht  be,  31,755 

Send  he  the  men  and  he  sould  pay  thair  fe. 

Edwenus  than  sick  ansuer  maid  thairto, 

Sayand,  him  self  sa  mekle  had  ado, 

That  he  that  tyme  mycht  help  him  [in]  na  thing, 

And  Lues  als  of  France  the  nobill  king,  31,7go 

Quhilk  wes  his  freind  quliome  he  mycht  nocht  deny, 

Requeistit  him  richt  oft  and  tenderly, 

Scottis  no  way  as  than  for  to  invaid, 

The  quhilk  conditioun  to  him  he  had  maid. 

"  Bid  him  postpone  vnto  ane  vther  leir,  31,765 

"  And  sa  my  self  befoir  him  sail  appeir, 

"  Quhen  euir  he  will,  at  set  place  and  at  da, 

"  With  all  the  power  in  the  tyme  I  ma." 

Than  king  Bredus  that  tyme  and  all   the  laue, 

Quhen  that  tha  hard  sic  ansuer  as  he  gaue,  3i,77o 

Wareit  the  wycht  in  quliome  that  wisdome  grew, 

To  trow  in  him  or  traist  he  culd  be  trew. 

VOL.   IL  ■  B   B 
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Difficill  is,  tlia  said  that  tyme  ilk  ane, 

Bring  throw  the  flesch  that  bred  is  in  the  bane  ; 

Quhometo  that  mater  gaif  sic  propertie,  31,775 

AVithoutin  faith  to  be  baith  fals  and  sle. 

This  king  Bredus,  without   ony  deley, 

Proclamit  hes  vpoun  the  tuentie  day, 

That  euerie  wicht  that  wapin  docht  to  weild, 

Suld  farneist  be  to  follow  him  on  feild,  3i,780 

In  Calidone  quhair  da  and  place  ^  wes  set. 

That  samin  tyme  togidder  all  tlia  met, 

On  to  the  castell  syne  of  Calidone, 

Syne  fit  for  fit  togidder  all  ar  gone, 

And  passit  thair  all  oviir  the  water  of  Tay,  31,785 

And  syne  neirby  quhair  that  the  Scottis  lay 

Vpoune  ane  plane  besyde  ane  hill  richt  hie, 

Quhair  standis  now  the  gude  toun  of  Dvmdie, 

Quhill  that  tha  come  ilkane  in  otheris  sicht. 

This    king    Bredus,    throw    counsall    that   same 

nycht,  31,790 

Vpoun  ane  plane  quhair  tha  war  plantit  doun, 
Baith  wyffe  and  barne,  lad,  lymmer  and  loun. 
With  sic  armour  into  that  tyme  tha  had. 
And  all  the  laif  with   lynnyng  clayth  syne  cled. 
The  quhilk  on  far  to  ony  wald  appeir  31,795 

As  it  had  bene  gude  harnes  new  and  cleir  ; 
Syne  euerie  man  into  his  hand  gart  beir 
Ane  greit  burdoun,  as  it  had  bene  ane  speir  ; 
The  carriage  hors  syne  gaif  ilkane  thame  till. 
Syne  in  ane  schaw  betond  ane  litill  hill,  3i,800 

Rycht  quietlie  gart  hyde  thame  thair  all  nycht, 
Quhilk  on  the  morne  neuir  ane  suld  cum  in  sicht, 
Syne  tak  gude  tent  quhen  tha  maid  thame  a  signe, 
Col. 2.         Than  suddantlie  to  speid  thame  at  that  spring, 


'  In  MS.  places. 
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Quluair  that  tha  la  ilkaiie  out  of  that  slak,  3i,805 

In  glide  ordoiir  behind  the  Scottis  bak. 

Ane  himdreth  horssmen  but  ran  gat  or  noy, 

Tha  send  with  thame  that  mater  to  convoy; 

And  so  tha  did  as  I  sail  efter  schaw. 

Syne  on  the  niorne  qiihen  that  the  Scottis  saw   31,810 

The  Pechtis  bydand  in  so  gude  array, 

This  Alpynus  without  ony  delay, 

He  put  his  men  all  into  ordour  gude, 

With   rayit  feild  syne  narrar  thame  he  ^ude, 

With  mony  baner  flammand  war  full  fair,  31,815 

And  mony  standert  streikit  in  the  air, 

And  mony  pensall  panetit  wer  full  proude, 

And  mony  bugill  blawand  than  full  loude. 

The    Joynyng  off  the    bald   Battell   betutx 
Alpynus  and  Beedus. 

In  birneis  bricht,  with  mony  speir  and  scheild, 

Thir  forcie  freikis  enterit  in  the  feild,  31,820 

So  stalwerthe  togidder  syne  tha  straik, 

With  sic  ane  schow  quhill  all  the  schawls  schak. 

Thair  speris  grit,  that  war  baith  scharp  and  lang. 

In    spaillis  all  aboue  thair  heid   tha  sprang. 

The  strenth  of  Pechtis  in  the  vangard  stude,         31,825 

Quhair  spilt  that  da  war  mekle  Scottis  blude, 

And  had  that  da  bene  haill  put  to  the  war. 

Had  nocht  Alpynus,  in  the  tyme  bene  nar 

With  grit  power,  that  tyme  did  thame  reskew ; 

Quhau-  throw  the  battell  did  agane  renew,  31,830 

And  with  sic  force  begouth  agane  to  fecht. 

For  all  thair  power  that  tyme  euirilk  Pecht 

Had  in  that  feild  bene  other  tane  or  slane, 

War  nocht  the  tressoun  of  the  subtill  trane, 

The  qiihilk  tha  ^vl'ocht  on  the  nycht  befoir.  31,835 

Thir  bernis  all,  with  mekle  host  and  schoir, 

BB2 
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Out  of  ane  glen  in  ane  buscbment  tha  brak 
In  rayit  feild  behind  the  Scottis  bak  ; 
Thair  lynnyng  claithis  agane  the  sone  so  brycht, 
As  cleir  harnes  it  semit  in  thair  sicht ;  31, 840 

Thaii-  burdonis  big,  that '  stalwart  war  and  Strang, 
Tha  schew  to  thame  as  tha  war  speiris  lang ; 
It  semit  als  into  thair  sicht  betuene, 
That    euirilk  meir  ane  bairdit  hors  had  bene  ; 
Quhairof  that  tyme  tha  war  so  soir  adred,  31,845 

Turnit  thair  bak  out  of  the  feild  and  fled 
Heir  and  thair  to  mony  sindrie  place. 
The  Pechtis  syne  than  follouit  on  the  chace ; 
Into  the  chace  thair  wes  als  mony  keild, 
And  mony  that  da  not  fechtand  in  the  feild  ;       3i,850 
Quhome  tha  ouirtuke  that  tyme  thair  chapit  nane. 
The  king  Alpyne  into  the  chace  wes  tane, 
And  baith  his  handis  bund  behind  liis  bak  ; 
Wes  [nane]  to  him  that  tyme  reskew  to  mak. 
Syne  qulien  tha  come  [wer]  onto  the  nixt  steid,  31,855 
Set  him  doun  thair  and  syne  straik  of  his  lieid. 
That  steid  and  place,  quha  reidis  lycht  sensyne, 
With  aid  eldaris  is  callit  at  Pas- Alpyne  ; 
Alpinus  heid^  in  that  langage  to  sa, 
Pitelpe  now  is  callit  at  this  da.  3i,860 

As  I  haif  said,  so  hapnit  all  this  thing 
In  the  fourt  teir  of  this  Alpynus  ring, 
Audit  hundretht  teir  threttie  and  four  also, 
The  teir  of  God  wes  that  tyme  and  ago. 
The  Pechtis  syne,  efter  Alpynus  deid,  3i,8C5 

Vpoun  ane  speir  tha  haif  gart  beir  his  held, 
Befoir  thame  thair  onto  Camelidone. 
Lib.io,  f.i55.   Decrcittit  wes  syne  with  thame  all  ilkone, 

Vpoun  ane  staik,  richt  heich  vpoun  the  wall, 

Tha  festnit  it  quhair  that  it  micht  nocht  fall,      31,870 

>In  MS.  <Aan.  I  '  In  MS.  deid. 
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In  tyinc  to  cum  ane  taikin  foi'  to  be 

Of  thair  triumphe  and  grit  nobillitie. 

The  Scottis  all  into  that  samin  quhile, 

Convenit  lies  togidder  in  Argyle, 

For  to  decreit  into  that  samin  thing,  31,875 

Quhome  tlia  wald  cheis  to  be  thair  prince  and  king. 

Elpynus  sone,  qiiliilk  wes  of  lauchtfull  eild, 

Kenneth  to  name  so  callit  wes  that  cheild, 

In  all  his  tyme  richt  worthie  and  conding, 

Of  Scottis  than  wes  crownit  to  be  king.  3i,880 

His  ^  fatheris  cors  syne  in  Ecolumkill, 

With  all  honour  that  micht  pertene  thairtill, 

On  gudlie  wyiss  he  hes  gart  put  in  grave, 

Siclike  befoir  as  done  wes  with  the  laue. 

That  samin  tyme  into  Camelidone,  31,885 

Quhair  the  Pechtis  hes  convenit  ilkone 

That  nobillis  war,  that  tyme  bayth  aid  and  ting, 

At  the  command  and  requeist  of  thair  king, 

Tlirow  greit  presumptione  in  thair  mynd  tha  take, 

Tha  tuicliit  all  ilkane  the  Evangell  bulk  ;  3i,890 

Decretit  als  that  tyme  in  ane  intent, 

And  sadlie  swoir  be  euerie  sacrament, 

Neuir  for  to  rest  fra  battell,  fyre  and  blude, 

In  all  thair  tyme,  ay  quhill  tha  wnderstude 

Of  Scottis  blude  wes  nother  man  nor  wyfe,  31,895 

^oimg  nor  aid,  left  levand  vpoun  lyfe. 

Syne  gaif  command  wnder  the  pane  of  deid, 

And  no  les  pane  no  tynsell  of  his  heid, 

In  tyme  to  cum  quhat  euir  he  wes  that  spak 

Of  peax  agane,  or  trewis  for  to  tak.  31,900 

^it  neuirtheles  thair  wes  amang  thame  than, 

Wes  wyiss  aneuch  richt  mony  agit  man, 

Quhilk  disassentit  richt  far  to  that  thing  ; 

And  for  that  caus,  with  lordis  that  war  ting, 

>  In  MS.  In. 
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Tha  war  rebawkit  in  the  tyme  and  blamit,  31,905 

And  far  ouirscliot  amang  the  laue  and  schamit. 
Qiilien  all  this  thing  discouerit  wes  and  schawin 
Ilk  word  by  word,  and  to  the  Scottis  knawin, 
Quhair  of  that  tyme  tha  terrour  nathing  tuke, 
Bot  swoir  ilkane,  mycht  tha  thair  lyvis  bruik,     31,010 
That  tha  sould  find  far  scharpar  na  tha  brocht ; 
Of  all  thair  vowis  tha  rakit  bot  rycht  nocht. 
Into  thair  hart  it  kendlit  sic  ane  heit, 
With  so  greit  ire  and  malice  in  thair  spreit, 
Tha  thocht  ilkone  far  levar  half  bene  deid,  31,915 

Or  tha  war  nocht  revengit  of  that  feid. 
That  samin  tyme,  with  greit  power  and  mycht, 
This  king  Brediis  buskit  in  armour  bryclit 
Richt  mony  man  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 
Agane  the  Scottis  furneist  to  the  feild :  31,920 

Syne  passit  furth,  with  mekle  bost  and  schoir. 
For  to  compleit  thair  vowis  maid  befoir. 
Amang  thame  selfis  rycht  snddantlie  thair  fell, 
Quliat  wes  the  cans  I  can  nocht  to  low  tell, 
Eicht  greit  discord  betuix  tua  men  of  gude,  31,925 

Of  greit  power  and  of  richt  nobill  blude ; 
Quhairthrow  tha  drew  to  sic  parteis  that  da, 
That  all  the  oist  deuydit  wes  in  tna. 
For  euirilk  freind  that  tyme  tnke  part  with  other, 
Smn  with  the  tone,  and  sum  als  with  the  totlier.  31,930 
Quhill  at  the  last  tha  tuke  the  feild  on  breid, 
With  brandis  bricht  gart  mony  bemis  bleid. 
On  euerie  syde  thair  wes  richt  mony  slane, 
Col.  2.       Or  tha  culd  weill  be  put  in  tune  agane : 

And  or  the  oist  culd  stablit  be  at  rest,  31,935 

The  nicht  wes  cuming  and  all  the  da  wes  past. 

This  king  Bredus  greit  travell  on  him  tuke, 

All  the  lang  nycht  fra  end  to  end  he  woik ; 

Vpoun  his  feit  gangand  fra  lord  to  lord, 

To  mak  agane  amang  thame  gude  concord.  31,940 
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Bofc  all  for  noclit ;  that  tjTne  it  wald  noclit  be, 
Ou  euerie  syde  so  het  tlia  war  and  hie ; 
In  vane  that  nycht  he  lauborit  still  quliill  da, 
SjTie  left  it  war  and  passit  hame  thair  wa. 


Off  the  Deid  of  Bredus,    and  of    Drasken 
HIS  Bruther  that  succeid  in  his  Steid. 

Bredus  thair  king  sone  efter  that  for-thi,  31,945 

For  greit  displesonr  and  melancoly, 

That  he  wes  warnit  that  tyme  of  his  will, 

His  purpois  als  he  micht  noclit  weill  fulfill, 

Within  thre  monetli  efter  that  and  les, 

Departit  hes  into  that  grit  distres.  31,950 

His  bruther  germane  efter  he  wes  deid, 

Callit  Drasken,  succeidit  in  his  steid ; 

Quliilk  labourit  hes,  riclit  lang  and  niony  da. 

With  diligence  and  all  the  cuir  he  ma. 

And  tuik  on  him  greit  travell  and  grit  pane,       31,966 

Quhill  he  brocht  thame  in  gude  concord  agane. 


How  TuA  ScoTTis  Men  quietlie  tuke  away 
Alpynus  Heid  and  brocht  it  to  his  Sone 
King  Kennyth,  quhilk  closit  was  with 
the  Bodie  in  Iona  Yle. 

That  samin  tyme  thair  wes  tua  Scottis  men. 

And  quhat  tha  war  I  culd  neuir  wit  nor  ken,' 

Bot  Weill  I  wat  that  tha  wer  richt  expart. 

So  he  that  tyme  ascendit  in  thair  hart.  3i,960 

Alpynus  heid,  so  nobill  wes  and  gude, 

With  lak  and  schame  vpoun  ane  staik  that  stude 

Aboue  the  portis  of  Camelidone  ; 

Thir  tua  togidder  to  the  toun  ar  gone 
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Then  fit  for  fit,  but  fallowscliip  in  i'eir,  21,965 

The  Pechtis  langage  tha  cvild  weill   perqueir. 
And  fenieit  tliame  than  merchandis  for  to  he, 
With  merchandice  wer  new  cvimit  ouir  tlie  se, 
And   merchandice    tha    brocht    with    thame   to 
-  sell  ; 

This  taill  is  trew  now  that  te  heir  me  tell.  31,970 

Syne  in  the  toun  tliair  tha  remanit  still, 
Ane  Weill  lang  quhile  at  thair  plesour  and  will, 
And  merchandice  tha  maid  into  the  toun, 
As  plesit  thame  in  all  part  vp  and  doun. 
Syne  on  ane  tyme  quhen  tha  thocht  it  wes  31,975 

best, 
Vpoun  the  nycht  quhen  all  men  wes  at  rest, 
Vpoun  ane  ledder  passit  vp  the  wall. 
And  quietlie  awa  the  heid  tha  stall ; 
The  samin  gait  quhair  tha  teid  vp  come  doun. 
Syne  priuatlie  tha  passit  of  the  toun.  31,980 

Into  ane  cace  wes  ordand  for  sic  thing, 
Tha  put  the  heid,  syne  passit  to  the  king, 
In  Caraccone  that  tyme  quhair  that  he  la, 
Broch[t]  him  the  heid,  syne  on  the  secund  da 
Wes  efter  that  within  ane  litill  quhile,  31,985 

With  greit  triumph  borne  to  lona  Yle  ; 
Syne  closit  wes  into  that  samin  steid, 
Lib.io,  f.i55b.  Besyid  himself  befoir  that  audit  that  heid. 
Col.  1.       rpjjjg  nobill  king  syne  gevin  lies  thir  tua 

Richt  grit  reward  that  brocht  this  heid  awa,        31,990 

In  heretage  efter  thame  to  succeid, 

For  to  remember  of  thair  nobill  deid  ; 

So  that  thair  fame  sould  lest  in  memorie, 

Into  ane  taikin  of  thair  laud  and  glorie. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  as  I  half  tald  this  tyde,       31,995 

The  strenthis  all  war  in  the  bordour  syde, 

This  Kennethus  [he]  lies  gart  furneis  weill 

With  men  and  meit,  and  stiff  waponis  of  steill. 
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With  gun  and  ganie,  and  with  all  the  laue  ; 

Thair  wantit  noclit  that  neidfull  Avar  to  hane.       32,000 

Into  that  tyme  richt  strait  command  gaif  he, 

That  euerie  man  all  tymc  sould  reddie  be 

With  hors  and  hames,  and  all  vther  geir 

That  neidfull  ar  for  ony  man  of  weir ; 

And  to  compeir  befoir  him  ane  and  aU,  32,005 

At  da  and  place  quhat  tyme  that  he  wald  call, 

Quhen  he  thocht  tyme  his  richtis  to  reskew. 

Of  his  lordis  that  tyme  thair  wes  richt  few. 

That  wald  thair  mynd  apply  vnto  his  will, 

For  no  requeist  that  he  cidd  mak  thame  till,        32,010 

The  greit  mischief  remanit  in  memoir, 

That  tha  had  tane  into  the  feild  befoir, 

Quhair  Alpynus  thair  nobill  king  wes  slane. 

Quhairfoir  tha  said  tha  wald  no  moir  agane 

To  battell  went  as  tha  wer  wont  befoir,  32,015 

The  Pechtis  strentli  that  tyme  tha  dred  so  soir, 

And  thocht  aneucli  thair  awin  for  to  defend, 

And  fordermair  on  na  way  wald  tha  wend. 

Thre  teir  and  moir  withoutin  rest  and  peice, 

On  nother  syde  tha  schupe  thame  for  to  ceis ;      32,020 

Bot  euerilk  da,  with  pray  and  prisoneir. 

Grit  heirschip  maid  ouir  all  baytli  far  and  neir. 

This  Kennethus  syne  efter  quhen  he  knew, 

That  he  no  way  his  purpois  micht  persew 

Withoutin  slicht  and  greit  subtillitie,  32,026 

Anc  nyce  ingyne  devysit  syne  hes  he. 

And  how  it  wes,  quha  lykis  for  to  speir, 

Tak  tent  this  time  and  I  sail  tell  low  heir. 
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How    Kennethus  callit   his    Lordis    to    ane 

COUNSALL  AND  MAID  HIS  OrESOUN  TO  THAME, 
ERA  QUHILK  THA  DISASSENTIT,  AND  OFF  HIS 
SUBTILL   InGYNE  DIUYSIT  THAIRANENT. 

This  Kennethus  his  lordis  hes  gart  call 
To  ane  counsall,  quhair  tha  convenit  all ;  32,030 

Desyi-and  thame  at  thair  power  and  miclit, 
To  tak  his  part  and  fortifie  his  richt, 
Agane  the  Peehtis  held  fra  him  sa  lang 
His  heretage,  tha  wist  richt  weill,  with  wrang. 
Quhairof  he  said  that  he  micht  half  remeid,  32,035 

And  for  to  be  revengit  of  the  deid 
Of  his  father,  and  vtheris  mony  ane, 
Efter  the  tyme  in  handis  tha[t]  war  tane, 
Richt  cruellie,  but  mercie  or  remeid, 
Without  petie  tha  war  put  all  to  deid.  32,oio 

Wald  tha  consent  ane  mendis  for  to  haif, 
That  dett,  he  said,  suld  nocht  be  lang  to  craif ; 
Col.  2.      Quhilk  to  thame  all  wer  grit  honour  and  gloir, 
Perpetuallie  induring  euermoir. 

Quhen  he  had  said,  sat  doun  and  held  him  still,  32,045 
Rycht  few  thair  wes  that  wald  consent  thairtill. 
Tha  thocht  aneuche  for  to  defend  thair  awin 
Into  sic  thrang,  and   keip  thame  vnouirthrawin. 
Richt  Weill  tha  wist  that  thair  wes  nocht  to  wyn, 
Tha  saw  appeir  sa  grit  perrell  thairin,  32,050 

Be  ane  exempill  quhilk  sat  thame  richt  soir, 
Nocht  lang  gane  syne  into  the  feild  befoir, 
Quhairof  tha  said  tha  micht  grit  wisdome  leir 
In  tyme  to  cum,  other  in  peice  or  Aveir, 
At  sufficence  to  hald  and  than  cry  ho :  32,055 

Quhen  men  ar  weill  best  is  to  hald  thame  so, 
And  nocht  ouir  far  in  ony  tiling  exceid, 
Quhen  that  thair  is  no  indigence  and  neid. 
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Than  Kennethus,  quhen  lie  knew  tliair  intent, 

That  be  no  way  tha  wald  to  liiin  consent,  32,060 

Be  ane  ingyne,  befoir  as  I  tow  schew, 

Richt  ^  sone  he  schuip  thair  wittis  till  persew. 

Vpone  the  morne  gart  call  thame  to  the  dyne, 

And  to  remane  still  to  the  supper  syne. 

Befoir  the  king  at  none  into  the  hall,  32,065 

Quhair  that  he  sat  into  his  stait  royall. 

With  mony  ding  lord  sittand  at  his  deische, 

And  mekill  weltht  of  mony  costlie  meiss  ; 

Thair  wes  no  wyn  quhairof  that  tha  had  want. 

No  ^it  na  coursis  that  tyine  to  thame  stant.         32,o70 

Efter  the  dyne  tha  bownit  all  to  pla, 

With  mirrines  tha  drawe  to  end  that  da, 

Quhill  to  the  supper  tha  war  set  all  syne  ; 

Tha  maid  gude  cheir  and  di'ank  the  riche  wyne, 

And  of  grit  danteis  in  the  tyme  tlia  had,  32,075 

Tha  maid  gude  cheir  and  syne  went  to  bed. 

In  mony  chalmer  ilkane  by  and  by, 

Dewysit  wes  quhair  that  tha  all  sould  ly. 

That  samin  nyclit,  this  ilk  Kennethus  king 

Diuysit  hes  ane  wounder  subtill  thing  ;  32,080 

Of  fischis  skynnis,  that  in  the  self  lies  liclit, 

The  quhilk  will  schyne  about  the  mirk  and  nyclit, 

With  all  greit  licht  as  it  wer  ane  lantern, 

Withoutin  low,  als  bricht  as  ony  sterne, 

Gart  cloikis  mak,  and  sindrie  thairin  cled ;  32,085 

Syne  quyetlie  before  ilk  lordis  bed, 

Vpoun  the  fluir  that  nycht  he  gart  thame  stand, 

And  euirilkane  that  tyme  had  in  his  hand 

Ane  roittin  tre,  the  quhilk  siclike  caist  lyclit, 

As  dois  ane  sterne  into  ane  frostie  nycht :  32,090 

And  ane  giit  home,  that  borit  wes  all  throw, 

Quhair[in]  tha  spak  richt  hideuslie  and  how. 

'  In  MS.  richtis. 
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Syne  efter  drink,  qulien  tba  war  sound  on  sleip, 

Quhai]-  to  that  tyme  tlia  tuke  ilkane  gnde  keip, 

And  in  the  home  tha  blew  sa  grit  ane  blast,        32,095 

Out  of  thair  sleip  tha  walknit  at  the  last. 

Syne  lukit  hovr  and  saw  so  greit  ane  liclit, 

Tha  trowit  weill  it  wes  na  erthlie  wicht ; 

Like  ony  sterne  it  semit  than  as  cleir, 

With  vncouth  voce  that  awfull  wes  to  heir ;         32,100 

Syne  as  tha  la  sic  tent  to  thame  to  tak. 

Out  throw  the  borne  ilkone  that  tyme  tha  spak 

Richt  vncouthlie,  and  with  sic  awfull  sound, 

Qubill  that  thair  beir  gart  all  the  bed  rebound  : 

And  said  to  thame  than  with  ane  voce  mair        32,105 

cleir, 
Ilk  word  by  word  as  I  sail  scliaw  tow  heir. 
Lib.io,  f.i56.    '■'  I  am  ane  seruand  send  doun  fra  the  liicht 
Col.  1.       "  Qf  Qod,  in  quhome  is  all  power  and  miclit, 
"  The  michtfuU  maker  of  the  sone  and  moiie ; 
"  At  his  devyiss  all  thing  in  erth  is  done.  32,110 

"  Thair  is  no  stait  ma  stop  or  tit  ganestand 
"  To  dissobey  or  brek  his  hie  command ; 
"  Quhat  euir  he  be  wirkis  nocht  at  his  will, 
"  Tak  tent,"  he  said,  "  quhat  follouis  sone  thairtill. 
"  The  Pechtis  proude,  with  thair  subtillitie,  32,115 

"  Wald  him  begyle,  and  mak  him  blind  to  be; 
"  The  liie  sentence  quhilk  his  awin  mouth  hes 

spokin, 
''  Tha  think  on  force  agane  it  salbe  brokin, 
"  As  he  hes  said,  traist  weill  it  man  be  sua, 
"  Magir  thair  will  thocht  tha  war  neuer  so  thra ;  32,120 
"  That  is  to  sa,  thair  kinrik  and  thair  croim, 
''  To  Kennethus  and  his  successioun, 
"  He  gevin  hes  of  his  hie  prouidence, 
"  Aganis  him  tha  mak  vnjust  defence, 
"  And  wranguslie  tha  hald  fra  him  his  richt         32,125 
"  Is  grantit  him  be  gratius  God  of  micht, 
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"  Quhilk  scliaipis  now  to  wirk  on  thame  his  will. 

"  For  that  same  cans  he  lies  send  me  ^ow  till, 

*'  Commanding  ^ow,  aboue  all  vtlier  thing, 

"  For  till  obey  to  Kennethus  ^our  king,  32,130 

"  And  foil^c  nocht  to  ful611  his  desyre  ; 

"  For  gratius  God  will  so  exerce  his  yre 

"  Agane  the  Pechtis  that  the  pley  began, 

"  Of  all  thair  blude  sail  nother  w}^e  nor  man, 

"  ^oung  or  aid,  be  left  in  Albione,  32,135 

"  Traist  iow  richt  weill,  or  all  the  weir  begone. 

"  Dreid  nocht/'  he  said,  "  thair  power  and  tliair 

pryde." 
Quhen  this  wes  said,  richt  suddanthe  that  tyde 
Turnit  his  cloik  that  it  mycht  cast  na  lycht  ; 
His  staf  also  he  hid  than  out  of  siclit  32,140 

Wnder  his  lap,  and  leit  it  nocht  be  sene, 
Out  of  his  sicht  as  he  had  vaneist  bene. 
Syne  quyetlie  withoutin  ony  dyn, 
Opnit  the  dur,  for  he  knew  weill  the  gyn, 
Behind  his  bak  syne  closit  it  agane,  32,145 

But  ony  tent  of  making  of  that  trane. 
In  sindrie  partis  quhair  tha  la  that  nycht. 
To  euirilk  one  wes  schawin  sic  ane  sycht 
Be  sindrie  men  that  culd  thair  craft  perqueir, 
To  do  and  sa  as  I  half  tald  ^ow  heir.  "        32,150 

The  lordis  all,  ilkane  baith  gude  and  ill 
That  saw  that  sicht,  grit  credence  gaif  thairtill  ; 
Trowand  that  tyme  ane  angell  it  had  bene, 
Quhilk  of  befoir  sic  semdill  had  tha  sene. 
Syne   on   the    morne    tha   schew   all    to    the         32,155 

king, 
Ilk  word  be  word,  the  maner  of  that  thing. 
With  gi'it  credence  traistand  that  all  wes  trew ; 
And  he  agane  siclike  the  same  thing  schew 
That  he  had  sene,  and  ilk  word  that  tha  spak, 
Perfytliar  and  of  ane  planar  mak.  32,ico 
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"  And  syne,"  he  said,  "  my  counsall  is  that  we, 
"  To  keip  this  clois  and  quyet  for  to  be, 
''  And  schaw  nothing  of  all  we  said  befoir, 
"  Quhairthrow  we  may  tak  ony  hie  vane  gloir, 
"  And  crab  nocht  God  to  ws  sic  grace  hes  send,  32,iG5 
"  Bot  wirk  his  will  onto  the  latter  end  ; 
"  And  lichtlie  nocht  his  hie  excellent  grace, 
"  For  to  postpone  onto  ane  langar  space, 
Col.  2.        "  Or  dreid  he  think  ws  negligent  and  sueir, 

"  And    so   for  him    we    will   nocht  thryfe  this      32,170 

teir. 
"  We  can  nocht  faill  sen  we  half  his  supple ; 
"  My  counsall  is  thairfoir  riclit  sone  that  we 
"  To  put  his  will,  sen  it  is  all  bot  riclit, 
"  To  executioun  als  far  as  we  micht." 
Quhairfoir  that  tyme  tha  war  rycht  weill  content,  32,175 
But  contrapleid  thairto  gaif  thair  consent. 
At  his  plesour  within  ane  litill  space, 
Tha  set  a  day  quhair  tha  suld  meit  his  grace, 
Syne  euirilk  lord  that  thair  wes  be  his  name, 
Thankit  the  king,  tuke  leve  and  passit  hame.        32,i80 
This  Kenethus,  that  no  langar  wald  ly, 
Proclamit  hes  syne  with  ane  opin  cry. 
That  euirilk  man  als  gudlie  as  he  ma, 
Suld  reddie  be  agane  the  tuentie  da, 
With  hors  and  harnes  the  best  that  he  mycht  get,  32,185 
Syne  to  convene  quhair  da  and  place  was  set. 
The  lordis  all  with  all  power  and  micht, 
Greit  dihgence  tha  haif  done  da  and  nycht, 
To  fortifie  and  furneis  to  the  feild 
Baith    toung   and   aid   that   waponis   doclit   to      32,190 

weild. 
The  samin  tyme  quhair  at  the  tryst  wes  set, 
At  da  and  place  togidder  all  tha  met 
This  nobill  king  and  all  his  men  of  gude, 
In  greit  number  and  of  sic  multitude 
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Of  bernis  bald,  buskit  in  armour  bricht,  32,195 

Wes  none  that  da  that  euir  saw  sic  sicht. 

How  Keneth,    King  of  Scottis,  and  Druske- 
Nus,^  King  of  Pechtis,   faucht  in  Feild, 

AND   HOW  THE   ScOTTIS  WAN   THE   FeILD, 

Quhen  tha  had  maid  thair  mustur  on  a  mure, 

To  Vicomage  togidder  all  tha  fiiir ; 

With  fyre  and  blude  tha  waistit  all  that  land, 

Wes  nane  that  tyme  mycht  stop  tliame  or  gane-  32,200 

stand, 
Quliill  Druskenus  with  all  power  and  mycht, 
Come  thair  him  self  sone  efter  on  ane  nycht, 
And  euirilk  Pecht  that  docht  to  ryde  or  go  ; 
Of  IngHsmen  ane  greit  armie  also. 
Syne  on  the  nycht  passit  the  Scottis  by,  32,205 

Betuix  the  camp  quhair  that  tha  saw  thame  ly, 
And  thair  awin  land,  as  tha  that  tyme  wald  sa. 
Quick  with  thair  lyfe  suld  neuir  ane  wyn  awa. 
Syne  on  the  morne  be  that  the  da  wes  lycht. 
The  Pechtis  pertlie  apperit  in  thair  sycht  32,210 

With  mekle  malice,  mager  and  invye, 
And  set  on  thame  syne  with  ane  schout  and  cry. 
Without  ordour  of  takin  or  command, 
So  stoneist  war  tha  mycht  no  langer  stand, 
And  macchit  lies  als  airlie  as  tha  mocht ;  32,215 

Thair  haistie  fair  it  furderit  thame  rycht  nocht. 
The  Ingjlismen  richt  sone  and  suddanelie, 
In  rayit  battell  that^  wer  standand  by, 
Sick  fray  tha  tuke,  and  wes  so  far  adred, 
Out  of  the  feild  onto  ane  montane  fled,  32,220 

For  to  beliald  onto  the  latter  end. 
Sone  efter  thame  Druskenus  hes  gart  send 

>  In  MS.  Brxistrmxis,  I      2  Jq  ]y|g^  ^^^^  ^/,^_ 
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Lih.io,  f.i56b.  Ane  man  on^  hors  with  mony  jolie  Peclit, 
■'" '   '       To  turne  agane  onto  the  feild  and  fecht, 

Of  gold  and  siluer  in  grit  quantitie,  32,225 

And  leve  thame  nocht  in  that  necessitie. 

For  all  tliair  hechtis  and  thair  fair  promit, 

Tha  said  agane  tha  wald  nocht  fecht  a  fit : 

To  men  of  weir  tha  said  it  did  pertene, 

Erar  to  fie  quhair  perrell  ma  be  sene,  32,230 

And  kelp  thame  self  onto  ane  better  hour, 

Na  byde  and  fecht  and  tyne  sa  grit  honour. 

Far  better  war  fra  sick  perrell  to  blyn, 

Quhair  weill  tha  wist  wes  na  wirschip  to  wyn. 

The  Pechtis  than  that  faucht  into  the  feild,  32,235 

Throw  gi'it  enrage  thocht  tliair  wes  mony  keild, 

Quhen  that  tha  saw  the  Inglismen  wer  fled, 

On  thair  richt  hand  no  help  that  tyme  tha  hed  ; 

The  Inglismen  had  left  that  towne  full  bair 

Of  Inglismen  ^  that  sould  haif  fouchtin  thair  ;       32,240 

In  rayit  feild  awa  tha  wald  haue  fled. 

The  Scottis  than  richt  spedelie  thame  sped, 

With  so  greit  force  and  gaif  thame  sic  a  fray, 

Incontinent  tha  gart  thame  brek  array  ; 

Out  of  the  feild  syne  gart  thame  fie  on  force,      32,245 

Sum  vpone  fit  and  vther  sum  on  hoi'S. 

This  Druskenus  be  aventure  that  da, 

Out  of  the  feild  he  wes   had  saif  awa  ; 

Vpone  ane  hors  that  reddie  wes  neirby, 

On  to  ane  strenth  he  wes  had  out  of  cvy.  32,250 

This  Kenethus  lies  gevin  command  that  nana 

Of  Pechtis  blude  be  other  saue  or  tane, 

For  ony  ressoun,  reuth  or  lit  remeid  ; 

Bot  for  to  think  on  gude  Alpynus  deid, 

And  mony  vther  efter  tha  Avar  tane,  32,255 

So  cruellie  but  mercie  all  war  slane. 

'  In  MS.  or.  I       '  The  Scottisme7i, 
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The  Scottis  tlian  so  bremit  war  and  bald, 

That  da  tha  sauit  nother  touug  or  aid, 

Riche  or  puir,  other  ill  or  gude, 

Als  bald  as  boris  to  spill  the  Peelitis  blude  ;         32,260 

Ay  followand  on  quliill  that  tha  come  to  Forth, 

Behind  thair  bak  richt  neir  wes  in  the  North, 

Quhair  tha  that  tyme  no  farder  docht  to  fle. 

The  Scottis  than,  with  grit  crudelitie, 

Into  that  place  ma  Pechtis  haif  tha  keild,  32,265 

Neirby  or  ma  no  fechtand  in  the  feild. 

The  Inglismen  that  standand  lit  war  by, 

Quhen  tha  saw  that  tha  haistit  thame  in  hy 

Fast  hame  agane,  richt  warlie  with  gude  will. 

Quhen  tha  war  passit  hyne  behind  ane  hill,  32,270 

Far  out  of  sicht  seand  that  tha  wer  fled, 

Kenethus  than  into  that  tyme  he  dred, 

That  tha  did  so  he  trowit  for  ane  trane, 

In  rayit  battell  syne  to  releue  agane, 

Without  ordour  his  men  quhen  that  tha  saw  ;     32,275 

And  for  that  cans  ane  trumpet  he  gart  blaw, 

At  quhais  sound  and  bidding  tha  war  bane, 

Ileturnit  all  in  gude  ordour  agane, 

Richt  to  his  hand  that  tyme  bayth  man  and 

cheild, 
And  all  that  nycht  tha  woik  into  the  field;         32,280 
Quhill  on  the  morne  that  tha  wist  weill  but  lane, 
The  Inglismen  war  all  gane  hame  agane.  Col.  2. 

The  spul^e  all  that  he  fand  in  the  feild, 
Rycht  equallie  to  euerie  man  and  cheild, 
Efter  his  stait  and  his  nobillitie,  32,285 

Diuydit  hes  in  siclike  quantitie 
To  euerilk  man  that  tyme  bayth  les  and  moir : 
Syne  passit  hame  with  grit  triumph  and  gloir. 
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How    THE  PeCHTIS    SEND     ANE  HeRALD    TO   KiNG 

Kenneth,  and  of  his  Ansuer  agane. 

Sone  efter  this  that  I  half  said  low  heir, 

To  Kenethus  thair  come  ane  raessingeir  32,290 

Fra  Pechtis  send,  richt  lawlie  than  but  leis, 

Beseikand  him  agane  for  to  mak  peice, 

With  quhat  conditioun  he  lykit  to  crane 

Wes  ressonabill  thairwith  hot  ask  and  haue. 

And  he  agane  maid  ansuer  to  that  thing ;  32,295 

Without  he  war  ressauit  to  be  kinsf, 

And  to  his  croun  he  audit  of  heretage, 

"  Traist  weill/'  he  said,  "  for  ony  vther  wage, 

"  Or  tit  reward,  beleif  le  w[e]in  but  leis, 

"  At  weir  agane  neuir  moir  to  purches  peis."       32,300 

The  raessinger  said,  weill  he  wist  thair  will, 

For  na  gardon  that  tha  wald  grant  thairtill. 

Commandit  him  he  suld  sa  to  thame  than, 

Amang  thame  all  quhill  levand  wes  ane  man, 

Or  tit  ane  lad  on  lyve  amang  the  lawe,  32,305 

Thair  croun  and  kinrik  he  suld  ay  [to]  crawe. 

He  tuik  his  leve  than  bayth  at  les  and  moir, 

And  left  it  war  na  euir  it  wes  befoir. 

Out  of  tha  place  tha  gart  him  speid  him  sone, 

And  passit  hame  and  his  erand  vndone.  32,310 

For  that  same  caus  the  Scottis  all  thair  dais 

Moir  cruell  war,  as  that  my  author  sais ; 

Into  thair  hart  the  hiear  ay  ascendit, 

Of  that  ansuer  thinkand  tha  war  offendit; 

Quhairof  tha  thocht  ane  mendis  sone  to  haif,        32,315 

The  quhilk  rycht  lang  suld  nocht  be  for  to  craif 
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How  Kenethus  subdewit   the  Pechtis  in  sin- 

DRIE   PaIRTIS,    with    CRUELL     SLAUGHTER     ON 
BAITH   THE   SyDIS. 

Kenethus  syne  sone  efter  on  ane  da 
Subdewit  lies  alhaill  Orestia  ; 
And  Othelyne,  baitli  eastell,  toun  and  toure, 
Ressauit  him  with  reuerence  and  honour,  82,320 

As  king  and  prince,  and  swoir  tha  suld  be  trew, 
For  ony  malice  other  aid  or  new ; 
And  all  the  strenthis  war  into  tha  landis, 
Resignit  lies  alhaill  into  his  handis ; 
To  hald  of  him  withoutin  pley  or  pleid,  32,325 

At  his  plesoure  and  to  foriet  all  feid. 
Syne  efterwart  with  grit  power  and  large, 
He  passit  syne  richt  sone  to  Vicomage, 
Quhair  mony  ane  that  tyme  come  in  his  will. 
And  all  the  laue  als  cumand  wer  him  till ;  32,330 

Ane  da  wes  set  of  meittins^  and  concord. 

That  samin  tyme,  gif  that  I  rycht  record,  Lib.io,f.i57. 

Ane  messinger  thair  come  to  him  and  schew 
In  Othelyn  and  Orest  of  the  new, 
The  Scottis  all  war  slane  thairin  ilk  man,  32,335 

Be  the  deceptioun  of  the  Pechtis  than  : 
Les  no  mair  was  neuir  ane  left  on  lyve 
Without  ane  strenth,  other  man  or  wyve ; 
Sick  plesoui'  had  to  spill  the  Scottis  blude. 
This  Kenethus  quhen  he  that  wnderstude,  32,340 

Withoutin  tarie  other  nicht  or  da, 
He  come  richt  sone  into  Orestia, 
Quhair  that  he  sparit  nother  wyfe  no  man ; 
For  thair  falsheid  tha  gat  na  fauour  than. 
Till  all   vther  to  be  ane  document,  32,345 

For  to  be  fals  and  fenieit  of  intent, 
And  brek  the  fayth  that  tha  had  maid  beforne, 
The  cj^uhilk  to  keip  ilkane  of  thame  wer  suonie. 

c  c  2 
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How  Druskenus,  King  of  Pechtis,  come   with 
ANE  Army  to  Scone,    and   send   his   Ser- 

UAND     for    SpEICH     TO    KeNETHUS     QUHA     LA 
NEIRBY   WITH   HIS    CUMPANY. 

This  Druskenus,  of  Pechtis  that  wes  king, 

Rycht  Weill  that  tyme  considerit  all  that  thing- ;  32,350 

So  did  his  lordis  all  that  time  ilkone, 

That  force  it  wes  their  kinrik  to  forgone, 

Or  all  thair  rychtis  in  that  tyme  resigne 

To  Kenethus,  and  hald  him  as  thair  king. 

Considderand  that  tyme  that  as  it  standis,  32,355 

Or  manfuUie  debait  it  with  thair  handis, 

Sen  ane  of  thame  wes  neidfull  for  to  be, 

Tha  chesit  all  far  erar  for  to  die 

Without  ransoun  or  tha  gaif  ouir  thoir  riclit, 

For  boist  or  schoir  to  ony  erthlie  wiclit.  32,360 

And  for  that  caus  bayth  toung  and  aid  ilk 

cheild, 
That  wortliie  wes  ane  wapone  for  to  weild, 
Ilkone  that  tyme,  and  tha  had  bene  far  ma, 
Furneist  for  feild  to  set  agane  his  fa : 
Betaucht  thame  syne  into  dame  Fortonis  will,      32,365 
Quhat  chance  that  tyme  that  scho  wald  send 

thame  till. 
Syne  furth  tha  fuir  quhill  that  tha  come  rycht 

sone 
Onto  ane  place  the  quhilk  is  callit  Scone, 
In  Gowrie  land,  quhair  now  this  samin  da 
Of  Sanct  Michaell  thair  standis  ane  abba.  32,370 

This  Kenethus,  that  weill  his  cuming  knew, 
Wes  neir  hand  by  with  nobill  men  anew, 
Bayth  big  and  bald  for  to  debait  his  rycht ; 
Syne  ilk  of  other  cuming  are  in  sicht. 
The  king  of  Pechtis  that  weill  the  perrell  kend,  32,375 
To  Kenethus  ane  seruand  sone  he  send, 
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Beseikand  him,  gif  that  it  wes  liis  will, 

Out  fra  his  oist  that  he  wald  cum  him  till; 

And  lie  siclike  for  his  plesour  agane 

Suld  meit  him  tliair  in  middis  of  the  plane,  32,380 

For  sic  thingis  he  had  with  him  till  do, 

Gif  plesit  him  he  prayit  him  thairto. 

How    King    Kenethus    and    Druskenus    met 

TOGIDDER   FOR   InTERCOMMONING. 

Kenethus  then  thocht  he  his  mynd  wald  heir, 

And  tuke  with  him  sic  fallowschip  in  feir 

As  plesit  him,  quhair  that  the  place  wes  set,        32,385      .  Col.  2. 

Witli  lyke  number  with  this  Druskene  he  met. 

This  Druskenus  than  of  ane  gude  maneir, 

He  said  to  him  as  I  sail  schaw  tow  heir. 

"  Keneth,  king  and  victor  invincibill, 

**  To  the  and  thyne  it  wer  mair  honourable,         32,390 

"  And  proffeit  als,  ws  to  thi  freind  now  haue, 

"  With  quhat  conditioun  as  le  list  to  crave, 

"  Baith  in  ane  band  as  we  wer  wont  to  be, 

"  At  all  plesure  in  perfite  vnitie, 

"  No  for  to  be  ilk  da  into  sic  stryfe,  32,395 

"  Quhairthrow  rycht  mony  loissit  hes  the  lyfe, 

"  And  bayth   om'e  power  brokin  is  so  far, 

"  Rycht  eith  it  is  to  put  ws  to  the  war. 

"  The  Saxoun  blude  that  neuir  tit  wes  trew, 

"  Oure  commoun  fa,  to  thame  it  is  grit  glew  :    32,400 

"  The  thing  in  erth  that  tha  wald  erast  se, 

"  Is  oure  mischeif  and  infelicitie  ; 

"  For  Weill  I  wait,  and  we  so  perseueir 

"  As  we  liaif  done,  within  les  nor  ane  teir, 

"  That  bayth  oure  riches  and  oure  power  haill,  32,405 

"  Sail  sone  be  brocht  on  to  ane  Utill  vaill ; 

"  Magir  oure  will  we  salbe  maid  till  gone, 

"  Quha  chaipis  best,  far  out  of  Albione, 
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"  Or  to  the  Saxonis  be  maid  bund  and  thrall, 

"  But  libertie,  and  lois  oure  landis  all ;  32,410 

"  And  euirmair  wnder  thair  bondage  be, 

"  With  greit  mischeif  and  sic  miseritie. 

"  Cheis  Zow/'  he  said,  "now  or  we  tua  disseuer, 

"  Quhilk  of  tliir  tua  this  tyme  that  le  had  lever  ; 

"  For  to  haue  ws  lour  fallow  and  gude  freind,    32,415 

"  In  love  and  lautie  euir  moir  to  leind, 

"  No  haue  the  Saxonis  as  lour  mortall  fo, 

"  Quhilk  ma  noclit  suffer  tow  for  to  do   so, 

"  But  euirmoir  lour  maister  tha  wilbe, 

"  And  tak  fra  low  all  lour  auctoritie,  32,420 

"  Or  than  to  fleme  low  far  out  of  this  land ; 

"  This  will  be  trew  le  ma  weill  wnderstand. 

"  As  for  redres  of  king  Alpinus  deid, 

"  Richt  equalie  can  no  man  mak  remeid ; 

"  For  all  the  gold  and  [all]  the  siluer  bricht,      32,425 

"  And  all  the  riches  and  all  vther  micht, 

"  Into  Pechtland  and  als  all  vther  thing, 

<'  Ma  nocht  redres  the  deid  of  sic  ane  king. 

"  Siclyke  agane  war  it  possibill  to  haue, 

"  Of  Feredeth  at  low  redres  to  craue.  32,430 

"  And  sen  we  knaw  be  just  equallitie, 

"  Wnpossibill  is  that  sic  thing  weill  ma  be, 

"  And  for  that  cans  we  spak  thairof  no  moir 

"  Into  the  tyme  that  it  set  ws  richt  soir, 

"  Na  preissis  nocht  thairof  for  to  mak  pleid,         32,435 

"  Sen  none  bot  God  ma  mak  mendis  for  deid. 

"  Gif  all  sic  thing  as  I  haif  said  so  be 

"  Of  litill  vaill  or  ^it  plesour  to  the, 

"  For  to  redres  or  satisfie  thi  will, 

"  Richt  fre  but  fraud  heir  we  sail  gif  the  till     32,440 

"  Alhaill  oure  landis  Hand  in  the  North, 

"  Fra  Grami^ione  onto  the  water  of  Fovtii, 

"  As  Othelyn  and  all  Orestia, 

"  In  heretage  euirmoir  quhill  doniiyda 
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"  Quliaiithiow  tliow  ma  half  inair  honour  and      32,445 

gloir 
*'  Na  euir  had  kinor  in  Albione  befoir." 

Quhen  he  had  said  at  his  plesour  and  will,  Lib.io,  f.i57b. 

Sic  ansuer  than  Kenethus  maid  him  till 

The  Ansuer  of   Kenethus  agane  to  Druske- 
Nus,  in  Maner  following. 

"  Sen  gratius  [God]  that   lies  all  thing  in  erd, 

"  At  his  weil[d]ing  to  weill  or  ^it  wan  werd,      32,450 

"  And  hes  no  reule  nor  mesure  be  this  will, 

"  Of  hes  gi'eit  gi-ace  now  grantit  lies  ws  till 

"  ^our  croun  and  kinrik  into  heretage, 

"  Quliilk  suld  be  mine  b^  law  of  rycht  lynage 

"  Of  Hungus  blude,  and  narrest  air  suld  be  32,455 

"  For  to  succeid  to  his  auctoritie  ; 

*'  And  te"  he  said,  "  hes  done  me  sic  offence, 

"  The  gift  of  God  of  his  hie  prudence, 

"  Rycht  gratiuslie  now  hes  me  grantit  till, 

"  Wald  reif  fi'a  me  in  magir  of  my  will.  32,460 

"  Without  battell  as  it  is  rycht  weill  knawin, 

"  Of  ^ow  this  tyme  I  can  noclit  get  my  awin ; 

"  And  sen  I  haif  ane  just  querrell  and  cans, 

"  As  is  allegit  into  mony  lawes, 

"  The   man   that   ma   nocht   get    his   awin    by     32,465 

rycht, 
"  Than  lefuU  is  be  way  of  deitli  or  mycht, 
"  Gif  he  hes  power  for  to  tak  his  awin, 
"  Gude  conscience  wald  that  no  man  wer  ouir- 

thrawin. 
"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  rycht  weill  ^e  wait  I  haue 
"  Ane  just  querrell  at  ^ow  my  croun  to  craue ;   32,470 
"  And  sen  it  is  injustlie  ze  deny, 
"  Quhairfoir  this  tyme  ane  just  querrell  haif  I 
"  For  to  move  battell  to  cum  to  my  awin : 
"  And  dout  ^e  nocht,  or  I  be  sa  ouirthrawin, 


408  THE   BUIK    OF   THE 

"  Rycht  mony  thousand  on  ane  day  sail  de.  32,475 

"  Traist  weill,"  he  said,  "  that  this  rycht  trew  salbe, 

"  Without  rycht  sone  in  presence  of  thame  all, 

"  Thy  croun,  thy  sceptour,  and  thy  rob  royall, 

*'  Rycht  frelie  ouir  agane  fra  the  resigne, 

"  And  tha  resaue  me  as  thair  prince  and  king,    32,480 

"  And  all  the  strenthis  that  ar  in  lour  landis, 

"  To  put  thame  all  rycht  frelie  in  my  handis. 

"  Quhill  this  be  done  traist  weill  to  half  no  peice ; 

''  Na  tit,"  he  said,  "we  schaip  neuir  for  to  ceis 

"  In  all  our  tyme  fra  battell,  fyre  and  blude,       32,485 

"  Quhill  that  ane  boy  be  levand  of  iour  blude." 

Quhen  this  wes  said  tha  tuke  thair  leif  to  pas, 

And  left  the  mater  wa[r]  no  euir  it  was ; 

And  partit  lies  rycht  schortlie  on  the  plane. 

And  euerilk  man  teid  to  his  camp  agane.  32,490 

How    Kenethus     decretit     Battell    to    the 
Pechtis   or   he   departit,    and   callit  his 

COUNSAI-L    THAIRTO,    AND    MAID   HIS   ORESOUN 

to  thame. 

Kenethus  than  ascendit  to  ane  hycht, 

Befoir  thame  all  rycht  planelie  in  thair  sycht, 

Proclamit  hes  than  with  ane  voce  so  cleir, 

And  said  to  thame  as  I  sail  schaw  tow  heir. 

"  Decretit  is  be  me  and  euerilk  lord,  32,495 

"  This  samin  da,  but  peice  or  ^it  concord, 

"  For  to  decyde  our  querrell  and  all  rycht 

"  Rycht  manfuUie  with  our  power  and  micht. 

"  But  ony  stop  now  heir  into  this  steid, 

*'  Sail  endit  be  the  lang  stryfe  and  the  feid.         32,500 

"  Sen  it  is  so,  think  on  the  schame  and  lak, 

"  And  skaytli  befoir  that  tha  gart  ws  tak, 

"  Quhen  gude  Alpyn  tour  king  wes  tane  in  hand, 

"■  And  mony  nobill  as  te  wnderstand. 
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"  So  cruellie  tha  put  thaine  all  to  deid  ;  32,505 

"  Syne  for  dispyte  Alpynus  my  fatheris  held  Col.  2, 

"  With  ane  braid  ax  for  grit  scorne  of  tha  straik, 

"  Syne  set  it  vp  full  lang  vpon  ane  staik, 

"  Aboue  the  wallis  of  Cainelidone  ; 

"  That  this  be  suith  le  wat  rycht  weill  ilkone.    32,510 

"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  quhiU  this  revengit  be, 

"  On  sic  ane  way  that  euerie  man  ma  se 

"  That  we  agane  lies  quyte  thame  all  thair  meid, 

"  We  will  ay  be  bot  lakit  with  ilk  leid. 

"  Syne  efter  that,  richt  sone  as  te  w[e]ill  knaw,  32,515 

"  Ane  counsall  quhair  that  tha  convenit  aw, 

"  And  swoir  ilkane,  and  thair  godis  forsuik, 

"  Tha  laid  thair  handis  on  the  Euangell  buik, 

"  Within  schort  quhile  that  nother  man  nor  wiffe 

*'  Of  Scottis  blude  tha  suld  leve  vpoun  lyfe.  32,520 

"  ■^it  traist  le  weill,  and  tha  mycht  cum  thair  to, 

"  That  samin  thing  suld  nocht  be  lang  to  do. 

"  And  now,"  he  said,  "  le  se  weill  how  it  standis, 

"  The  victorie  is   haill  into  oure  handis. 

"  Quha    previs    weill,    greit    honoui',    laud  and      32,525 

gloir, 
"  And  greit  reward  sail  efter  haif  thairfoir ; 
"  Quha  dois  nocht,  he  sail  haif  lak  and  schame, 
"  For  euir  moir  greit  sclander  and  defame, 
"  And  als  of  me  he  sail  haue  but  remeid, 
"  Stryfe  and  greit  sturt  perpetuallie,  and  feid."    32,530 


How   Kenethus    diuydit  his    Aemie    in  Thee 
Battellis,  and  wan  the  Feild. 

Quhen  this  wes  said,  with  his  auctoritie 
Diuydit  lies  his  greit  armie  in  thre  ; 
Ane  nobill  man  to  name  wes  callit  Bar, 
Quliilk  into  weir  that  wes  bayth  wyss  and  war, 
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Into  that  tynie  he  ^   wes  nocht  for  to  leir  32,535 

Off  policie  and  prattik  into  weir, 
As  chesin  man  that  tyme  of  all  the  laue, 
In  his  gyding  tlie  vangard  than  he  gaue. 
To  ane  Dowgall  vpoiin  the  tother  syde, 
The  secund  wyng  he  gaif  him  for  to  gyde,  32,540 

As  he  that  wes  abillest  of  ony  vther. 
The  mid  battell  to  Donald  syne  his  bruther, 
To  reule  and  steir,  quhilk   ray  it  wes  at  richt. 
And  syne  him  self  with  mony  worth ie  knycht, 
That  waillit  war  and  waponis  weill  culd  weild,    32,545 
Behind  the  laue  he  come  into  the  feild 
Hicht  neirhand  by,  gif  mister  so  snld  be, 
That  he  to  thame  mycht  mak  help  and  supple. 
In  euerilk  battell  that  war  big  and  bald, 
Ane  thousand  bowmen  in  the  tyme  weill  tald       32,060 
He  hes  gart  place  befoir  thame  quhair  tha  stand, 
With  big  bowis  weill  bend  into  thair  hand. 
Syne  efter  thame  the  speris  grit  and  lang, 
That  stalwart  war  to  stryke  in  ony  thrang ; 
Syne  last  of  all  the  stif  axis  of  steill,  32,060 

That  wer  full  big,  and  als  wald  byte  full  weill. 
The  trumpettis  all  than  tha  blew  with  sic  a  blast, 
Quhill  that  the  Pechtis  gritlie  wes  agast, 
And  schupe  to  fie  or  euir  the  feild  began. 
This  Druskenus  amang  [thame]  fast  he  ran,  32,660 

AVith  bissie  cuir  neirhand  out  of  his  wit, 
Exhortand  thame,  with  mony  fair  promit, 
Of  better  confort  in  that  t3^me  to  be, 
Libio,  f.i58.  And  nocht  sa  sone  withoutin  straik  to  fie. 

Col,  1.       ^j^g  flicht  of  flanis  of  grit  lenth  and  breid,  32,660 

Quhilk  flew  als  ferce  as  fyre  dois  of  the  gleid, 
Amang  the  Pechtis  lichtit  in  the  feild, 
And  persit  hes  richt  mony  targe  and  scheild. 

'  In  MS.  hes. 
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Ane  vtlier  syne  soue  followit  on  the  taill, 

Als  tliik  as  snaw  and  scliarpe  as  ony  haill.  32,570 

Thair  stuff  of  steill  that  da  maid  lytill  steid, 

Tha  dyntis  dour  sa  mony  dang  to  deid ; 

Thair  speiris  syne  that  war  bayth  grit  and  squair, 

In  splenderis  sprang  aboue  thame  in  the  air  ; 

Thair  scheildis  rawe,  and  all  thair  speiris  brak     32,575 

At  that  counter,  as  ony  thunder  crak. 

Thair  meitting  than  sic  rude  rumour  and  reird, 

Wes  neuir  hard  befoir  into  this  erd. 

Into  that  stour  so  stalwartlie  tha  stude, 

Quhill  all  the  bankis  war  browdrit    ouir  with      32,580 

blude ; 
Als  thik  as  dew  discendis  in  the  daill, 
Pechtis  that  da  wer  maid  to  fall   and  faill. 
Thair  wyffis  than  that  standand  war  neirby, 
With  mony  schout  and  mony  ca[i]rfull  cry, 
Ryvand  thair  hair,  restlis  without  remeid,  32,585 

Befoir  thair  ene  to   se  thair  husbandly  deid, 
And  sonnis  als  of  thair  bosumis  tha  bair, 
With  deidlie  woundis  bleidand  war  full  sair. 
Thair  wes  no  Pecht  gat  outher  girth  or  grace, 
So  cruell  wes  the  Scottis  in  that  caice.  32,590 

The  Pechtis  than  in  the  vangard  that  faucht, 
Heir  and  thair   be  hundrethis   sevin  or  audit, 
Out  of  the  feild  tha  fled  richt  fast  and  far." 
The  Scottis  captane,  quhilk  wes  callit  Bar, 
In  gude  array  he  followit  on  the  chace,  32,595 

Quhome  he  ouir  tuik  gart  nother  girth  na  grace. 
Kansoun  that  da  of  thame  tha  wald  tak  nane, 
Bot  slew  ay  doun  quhair  euir  tha  war  ouirtane. 
This  Kenethus  qulien  he  saw  tha  war  fled, 
Ane  greit  battell  with  him  that  tyme  he  lied,      32,600 
Of  mony  wicht  man  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 
Onfouchtin  that  da  [^itj  in  ony  feild. 
That  he  ordanit,  gif  sic  mister  suld  be, 
In  tyme  of  ueid   to  mak  help  and  supple. 
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This  battell  that  tyme  [than]  behind  the  32,605 

Pechtis, 
Into  the  feild  quhair  that  his  bruther  fechtis, 
He  enterit  thame,  baith  on  fit  and  hors, 
Behind  thair  bak  with  mekle  strenth  and  force, 
With  sic  ane  schout  quhill   all  the  schawis  schuik  ; 
Quhairof  the  Pechtis  all  grit  terrour  tuik,  32,610 

And  kest  fra  thame  bayth  cot  armour  and  scheild, 
And  harnes  als,  syne  fled  out  of  the  feild 
To  sindrie  pairtis,  in  mony  sindrie  rout, 
To  sindrie  strenthis  that  war  neir  about. 
The  watter  of  Tay  that  tyme  behind  thair  bak,  32,615 
Hes  stoppit  thame  thair  passage  ouir  to  mak  ; 
[And]  for  that  caus,  richt  soir  aganis  thair  will, 
On  force  behuifit  on  that  syde  byde  still. 
Kenethus  than,  knawand  that  it  wes  so. 
In  gude  array  maid  efter  thame  till  go  32,620 

The  freschest  men  onfowllit  wer  in  feild, 
Waldin  and  wicht  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild ; 
Syne  efter  thame  to  follow  on  the  cliace, 
Se  that  tha  gawe  thame  nother  girth  no  grace, 
Bot  stalwartlie  in  sic  extremis  stryve,  32,625 

Quhill  one  of  thame  be  levand  vpone  lyfe. 
Into  the  feild  him  self  thair  did  remane 
With  greit  power  quhill  that  tha  come  agane, 
Becauss  it  wes  that  tyme  so  neir  the  nycht. 
Col.  2.      The  laue  with  that  wes  passit  out  of  sycht,  32,630 

In  gude  array  to  foUow  on  the  chace, 
Quhill  at  the  last  tha  come  into  ane  place, 
And  fand  Druskenus  on  the  water  syde, 
Quhair  he  on  force  behuvit  for  to  byde  ; 
And  mony  barroun  with  him  that  he  hed,  32,635 

Out  of  the  feild '  that  samin  da  that  fled, 
And  mony  knychtis  that  suld  keip  his  cors, 
Weill  bodin  war  than  bayth  on  fit  and  hors. 

1  lu  MS.  Jled. 
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How  THE  SCOTTIS  FOLLOWIT  ON  THE  ChACE, 
QUHILL  AT  THE  LAST  DrUSKENUS  WAS  SLANE, 
AND  THAIREFTER  DISTRTBUT  ALL  THE  PeCHTIS 
LaNDIS  TO  THE  ScOTTIS,  AND  CHANGIT  THAME 
FRA  THE  ALD  NAME  EFTER  THE  NAME  OF 
EUERIE   NOBILL   SCOTTISMAN    AT  THAT   TyME. 

And  thair  tha  straik  ane  new  battell  agane, 

Quhill  at  the  last  this  Druskenus  wes  slane,         32,640 

And  all  the  laif  that  wav  with  him  in  feild, 

That  tyme  thair  chapit  nother  man  nor  cheild. 

As  sum  man  sais,  in  sevin  placis  or  audit, 

That  da  the  Pechtis  and  the  Scottis  faucht, 

And  neuir  ane  feild  that  da  the  Pechtis  wan,       32,645 

Bot  tynt  thame  all  and  slane  wer  euerie  man, 

Bot  gif  it  wes  riclit  few  amang  thame  aw, 

Out  of  the  feild  richt  quyetlie  that  staw. 

Syne  on  the  morne  tha  came  ilkone  agane 

To  Kenethus,  and  schew  how  tha  had  slane  32,650 

Drusken  than-  king,  and  als  with  thame  tha 
brccht 

His  cot  armour  that  worthelie  wes  wrocht ; 

With  baner  braid  that  browdin  wes  richt  weill, 

And  all  his  armour  of  richt  nobill  steill  ; 

The  quhilk  efter  within  ane  litill  quliile,  32,655 

The  king  gart  ofier  into  lona  Yle, 

Into  the  tempill  of  Ecolumkill, 

Into  ane  takin  to  remane  thair  still, 

Of  the  triumph  and  victorie  tha  wan. 

Syne  equallie  baith  to  lad  and  man,  32,660 

As  he  wes  worthie  in  the  tyme  to  half, 

Ane  quantitie  of  that  spulte  he  gaif ; 

And  braissit  lies  ilk  captane  in  his  arme 

Richt  tenderlie  with  wordis  that  war  warme. 

And  maid  ane  hecht,  hald  it  gif  that  he  mocht,  32,665 

That  tyme  thair  travell  sould  nocht  be  for  nocht. 
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Qiilien  this  wes  done  he  said  syne  to  thame  aw, 
"  My  freindis  deir,  rycht  weill  te  ken  and  knaw 
"  Oure  interpryiss  wnendit  is  and  done  ; 
"  Quhairfoir,"  he   said,    "my    counsall  is   rycht      32,670 

sone, 
"  With  diligence  dalie  to  do  oure  det, 
"  Sen  Weill  we  wait  na  ganestanding  to  get : 
"  And  for  expensis  also  to  spair  nocht, 
"  Quhill  that  oure  purpois  to  [ane]  end  be  brocht. 
"  Greit  danger  is  oucht  langar  to  defar,  32,673 

"  Sone  efter  this,  or  dreid  that  it  be  war. 
"  The  proude  Pechtis  that  ar  so  fals  and  sle, 
"  Se  tha  thair  tyme  quhen  tha  ma  maister  be  ; 
"  Quhen  that  thair  strenthis  growin  ar  agane, 
"  And  thinkis  on  how  thair  fatheris  wes  slane  ;  32,680 
"  Traist  weill,"  he  said,  "  and  tha  ma  se  ws  sua, 
"  Thair  is  no  gold  that  oure  ransoun  will  pa. 
Lib.  10,  f.  158b.  "  ThairfoiiV'  he  said,  "  wald  ^e  now  leif  but  stryfe, 
"  My  counsall  is  leve  ueuir  ane  on  lyfe  : 
"  Than  ar  le  sicker,  quhen  thai  ar  all  deid,         32,685 
"  Baith  of  the  father  and  of  the  sonnis  feid." 
Quhen  this  wes  said,  that  tyme  bayth  gudc  and  ill 
Hes  suorne  ilkone  his  counsall  to  fulfill. 
Sone  efter  syne,  without  ony  ganestand, 
Ouir  all  the  partis  of  the  Pechtis  land,  32,690 

In  euirilk  steid  than  bayth  of  ill  and  gude, 
With  sic  distructioun  of  the  Pechtis  blude, 
Except  tua  thousand,  my  author  did  sa, 
That  tyme  in  Ingland  that  wer  fled  awa, 
Wes  not  ane  Pecht  left  into  Albione,  32,695 

Levand  on  lyfe  out  of  Camelidone. 
Quhen  this  wes  done  than  all  the  weir  did  ceis  ; 
This  Kenethus,  to  mak  gude  rest  and  peice, 
Distributt  hes  to  euery  man  and  lord, 
Rycht  equaUie  without  ony  discord,  32,700 

The  Pechtis  laudis  as  he  wes  of  vaill. 
All  Othelyn  he  gaif  ane  to  his  daill, 
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Quhilk  wes  ane  freik  of  greit  honour  and  fame, 

Fyife  Duffe  that  tyme  Aves  callit  to  his  name  ; 

Quhilk  efter  him,  as  my  author  did  sa,  32,705 

This  Othelyn  is  callit  Fyfe  this  da. 

Orestia  siclike  amang  the  laue, 

To  tua  brether  for  thair  rewardis  gaif ; 

Ane  Angustias,  quhilk  wes  ane  man  expert, 

And  efter  him  he  namit  hes  liis  part,  32,710 

The  quhilk  to  name  gart  caJlit  Aiigustia, 

That  samin  name  lit  callit  is  this  da. 

The  secund  hecht  Merninus  to  his  name, 

Ane  freik  he  wes  rycht  famous  of  gude  fame, 

Siclike  his  part,  as  my  author  did  sa,  32,715 

Efter  his  name  wes  callit  Merina. 

The  nobill  chiftane  that  wes  callit  Bar, 

Tlie  best  weirman  amansf  thame  all  be  far 

He  wes  that  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa ; 

Thairfoir  the  landis  by  the  Merchis  that  la  32,720 

He  gaif  to  him,  and  thairof  maid  him  lord. 

Also  that  tyme,  as  I  hard  mak  record, 

Ane  fair  castell  standand  on  the  se  skar. 

Is  callit  now  the  castell  of  Dumbar 

Efter  his  name,  than  to  reward  gat  he,  32,725 

With  mony  landis  neir  la  by  the  se. 

Rycht  lang  efter  his  successioun. 

Ay  lineallie  fra  liim  discendand  doun, 

Of  greit  honour  come  mony  erle  and  lord, 

Rycht  nobill  war  quha  wald  the  rycht  record,      32,730 

Lang  efter  him  discendand  doun  rycht  far, 

The  quhilk  surname  is  callit  lit  Dumbar. 

To  euery  man  siclike  ane  part  he  gaif, 

Into  the  tyme  as  he  wes  worth  to  haif. 

Syne  changit  hes  the  name  of  euirilk  toun,  32,735 

Of  euirilk  land  and  euirilk  resfioun  : 

And  principallie  the  maist  part  of  thame  all, 

Efter  ane  water  to  the  name  gart  call, 
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Till^  all  the  daillis  Hand  in  the  South, 
Fra  the  West  se  rycht  on  to  Tueidis  mouth,         32,740 
As  Cliddisdaill  efter  the  water  of  Clyde, 
And  Nethisdall,  quhilk  is  bayth  lang  and  wyde, 
Now  efter  Nyth,  and  Tevedaill  also 
Fra  Teveot,  quhilk  throw  the  land  dois  go. 
Siclike  the  laue,  quha  lykis  for  to  speir,  32,745 

That  I  lyke  nocht  now  at  this  tyme  tell  heir. 
All  this  wes  done,  as  I  richt  wnderstand, 
To  change  the  name  of  euerie  toun  and  land, 
Col.  2.        '-To  put  the  Pechtis  haill  out  of  memorie, 

Thair  land,  thair  leid,  thair  deidis  and  thair         32,750 

storie. 
And  so  it  wes,  within  ane  little  we, 
Wes  neuir  ane  of  thair  genelogie, 
■^oung  or  auld,  as  that  my  author  sais. 
In  Albione  wes  left  within  few  dais. 


How  THE   King   of  Scottis  seigit  sone  efter 
THE  Toun   of  Camelidone. 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  within  few  dais  anone,        32,755 

He  laid  ane  seige  vnto  Camelidone. 

The  quene  [of  Pechtis]  into  that  toun  than  la, 

And  mony  ladie  with  hir  thair  that  da, 

Of  quhome  the  lordis  slane  wer  les  and  moii". 

As  le  half  hard  into  the  feild  befoir.  32,760 

Into  that  toun  wes  mony  wyfe  and  cheild, 

And  all  the  men  levand  efter  the  feild  ; 

With  mony  clerk  and  preist  than  of  renoun, 

And  mony  wemen  of  religioun. 

And  mony  burges  that  war  clad  in  steill,  32,765 

The  toun  that  tyme  that  furneist  had  full  weill, 

'  In  MS.  Quhilk. 
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And  forcit  had  the  fowseis  and  the  wall, 

At  euerie  part,  and  eik  the  portis  all ; 

With  wyne  at  welth,  and  victuall  at  grit  fouth. 

The  nobill  toun  that  stude  on  Carroun  mouth,     32,770 

Of  policie  and  plesour  in  tha  dais 

Had  no  compeir,  as  that  my  author  says. 

In  Albione  of  riches  and  renoun, 

Into  that  tyme  exceptand  Lundoun  toun. 

How  King  Keneth  come  to  Oamelidone  and 
SEND  TO  the  Toun  ane  Messinger,  and 
of    thair  Ansuer  agane,   and  thairefter 

MAID  THAIRTO  ane  GRIT  AsSAULT  ;  AND 
OFF  TrEWIS  TAKIN  BE  THE  ToUN,  AND 
SYNE    OF    THAIR    FALS    TrESSOUN  ;     AND    HOW 

THE  King  maid  his  Vow  and  wan  the 
Toun    of    Camelidone    rycht    valiantlie, 

AND  put  all  the  PeCHTIS  TO  DeID  BEING 
THAIR  INTO  ;  AND  HOW  THE  QUENE  OF 
PeCHTIS  STAW  away  and  FLED  IN  InG- 
LAND  OUT  OF  THE  ToUN  ON  THE  NyCHT  ; 
AND    DISTROYIT    AND    KEST   DOUN   THE   WaLLIS 

OF  Camelidone   for    euir  and  maid  End 

OF   IT. 

Tliis  Kenethus  quhen  he  come  to  that  place  32,775 

Quhair  this  toun  stude,  within  ane  little  space, 

Vpoun  ane  plane  that  ^  la  rycht  neir  Carroun, 

His  tentis  all  thair  lies  he  stentit  doun, 

Quhair  tha  micht  be  refreschit  with  the  flude. 

And  quhen  all  thing  wes  put  in  ordour  gude,       32,780 

Ane  messinger  on  to  the  toun  he  send, 

To  spy  and  speir  quhat  purpois  tha  pretend. 

Giff  that  tha  wald  rander  the  toun  him  till. 

And  cum  ilkone  and  put  thame  in  his  will  ; 


'  In  MS.  he. 
VOL.    n.  D    D 


Col.  1. 
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Gif  tha  wald  noclit  he  vowit  tha  sould  haif  32,785 

Siclike  reward  as  he  gaif  all  the  laif. 

All  in  ane  voce,  with  ane  consent  and  will. 

Into  that  tyme  sic  ansuer  maid  thairtill : 

"  Traist  Weill,"  tha  said,  "  quhill  we  haif  strenth 

or  [micht] 
"  Vpoun  oure  bodie  to  weir  armour  bricht,  32,790 

"  Or  ouir  the  wallis  for  to  cast  ane  stone, 
"  Amang  ws  all  quhill  levand  is  sic  one, 
"  Or  lit  lies  strenth  to  beir  in  hand  ane  stoure, 
Lib.io,f.i59.  "  Traist  weill,"  tha  said,  "it  beis  neuir  gevin  ouir, 

"  For  ony  chance  that  efter  may  befall.  32,795 

"  Far  better  is  we  think  within  this  wall 

"  In  oure  defence  with  grit  honor  to  de, 

"  No  in  his  power  levand  for  to  be, 

"  Sa  mony  saikles  of  our  blude  lies  slane  ; 

"  Quhairfoir  in  him  we  dar  neuir  traist  agane,     32,800 

"  No  neuir  sail  In  so  cruell  ane  king  ; 

"  As  plesis  God  lat  him  gyde  all  that  thing." 

Quhen  this  ansuer  wes  to  Kenethus  schawin. 

And  all  thair  willis  he  had  hard  and  knawin, 

With  bowis  big,  quhairof  thaii-  wes  no  fait,  32,805 

All  vther  thing  belanging  to  ane  salt, 

Into  the  tyme  that  he  myclit  gudlie  get. 

Onto  the  toun  richt  sone  ane  seig  he  sot ; 

And  mony  flane  lute  j0le  attouir  the  wall. 

And  tha  within  leit  stanis  fast  doun  fall  ;  32,8io 

"With  mony  slung,  quhairwith  tha  war  full  sle, 

Like  fyre  fra  flynt  tha  gart  the  stonis  fle. 

And  tha  without  vpoun  the  tother  syde. 

Into  the  tyme  leit  mony  gante  glyde, 

With  felloun  force  attouir  the  wall  that  flew,      32,815 

As  it  wes  said,  richt  mony  ane  tha  slew. 

And  thus   tha   wrocht   thir  weir  men  that  war 

wycht, 
Quhill  da  wes  gone  and  cuming  wes  the  nycht; 
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Syne  on  the   mome,  and  mony  dais  mo, 

Continuellie  ane  lang  quliile  hes  wrocht  so,  32,820 

Quliill  tlia  without   fillit  the  fowseis  all, 

At  thair  plesour   mycht  cum  on   to   the  wall, 

And  sowis  maid  the  wall  to  wndermynd, 

And  instrumentis  of  mony  diuerss  kynd. 

Tlian  tha  within  quhen  that  tha  saw  and  knew,  32,825 

So  scliarplie  than  the  Seottis  thame  persew, 

Tha  tuik  trewis,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

To  be  aduisit  on  to  the  thrid  da, 

Into  the  tyme  gif  that  tha  wald  or  noclit 

Gif  ouir  the  toun  or  gritter  skayth  wer  wroelit.  32,830 

This  Kenethus  than  glaidlie  with  gude  will. 

All  thair  desyr  glaidlie  hes  grantit  till ; 

Syne  gaif  command  on  to  the  Seottis  all, 

For  till   abstene  fra  seiofino-  of  the  wall. 

At  his  command,  as  ressoun  war  and  riclit,  32,835 

Tha  left  the  seig  and  tuke   thame  rest  that  nycht. 

The  citineris  that  war  within  the  toun, 

Subtill  and  slie  and  full   of  fals  tressoun, 

Kycht  quietlie  that   nycht  tha  tuke  gude  keip, 

Quhill  that  the  Seottis  war  rycht   sound  on         32,84o 

sleip, 
Into  that  tyme  belevand  of  na  ill. 
And  quhen  tha  saw  tha  wer  sua  clois  and  still, 
Furth  at  ane  port  wes  on  the  water  syde, 
Rycht  quyetlie   tha  ischit   in   the  tyde 
Ane  greit  power  buskit  in  armour  brycht ;  32,845 

Syne  secreitlie,  wnder  seilence  of  nycht, 
Onto  the  camp  quhair  that   the  Seottis   la, 
Tha  passit   all  rycht  lang  befoir  the  da. 
The  wachmen,  or  euir   tha  wist,  ilkone 
War  other  slane  or  ellis  in  handis  tone ;  32,850 

Syne  with  ane  schout  tha  set  on  and  ane  cry, 
Amang  the  tentis  quhair  the  laif  did  ly. 

DD  2 
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Or  euir  tha  culd  arrayit  be  at   rycht, 
So  mirk  it  wes  witlioutin    ony  liclit, 
Ricbt  mony  Scot,  as  my  author  did  sa,  32,855 

Wes  slane  that  nycht  in  thair  camp  quhair  tha  la. 
And  as   the  da  begouth  for  to  schaw  licht, 
Tliat  euerie  on  of  vther  mycht  get  sicht, 
The  Pechtis  than  with  all  the  speid  tha  bed, 
Onto  the  toun  rycht  haistelie  thame  sped  ;  32,860 

And  or  tha  mycht  ressauit  be  agane 
Within  the  toun,  rycht  mony  ane  wes  slane 
Col.  2.       Befoir  the  port  and  put  to  confusioun ; 

And  in  the  tyme  also  had  tynt  the  toun, 

War  nocht  the  men  stude  on  the  turetis  hie,      32,805 

Maid  sic  defence  with  scharp  schuting  and  sle, 

With  mony  gante  that  wes   grit  and  lang, 

And  stonis  greit  doun  of  the  wall  tha  slang. 

At  sick  defence  tha   stude  vpoun   the  wall, 

Quliill  closit  war  thair  portis  ane    and  all.  32,870 

Kenethus  than  gart   number  all  the  men 

War  slane  that  nicht,  the  compt  of  thame  to  ken, 

Syne  tald  and  fand  he  had  sax  hundreth  slane, 

Befoir  his  ene  la  deid  vpone  that  plane ; 

And  for  that   caus  maid  ane  solemnit  vow,  32,875 

And  euir  he  war  to  traist  in  or  to  trow, 

Neuir  for  to  leif  the  seig  of  that  toun, 

Quhill  it  war  wyn,  distroyit,  and  put  doun ; 

And  all  within  that  tyme,  bayth  man  and  wyife, 

Quhill  ane  of  thame  wer  levand  vpoun  lyffe.      32,880 

The   fals  tressoun  to  him  that  tha   had  wrocht, 

To   thame,   he  said,    it  suld   be   rycht   deir  bocht. 

Sex  hundreth  men  syne  efter  on  ane  nycht, 

Waillit   thairfoir,    that   war    bayth   bald    and 

wycht, 
Into  ane   schaw  that  wes  the  toun  besyde,  32,885 

Rycht  quietly  thir   men  he  hes  gart  hyde, 
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With  ledderis  reddy  that  war  grit  and  lang, 

Attouir  the  wallis  for  to  clym  and  gang ; 

And  all  that  nycht  thair  still  he  gait  thame  byde. 

Syne  on  the  morne,  vpoun  the  tother  syde,  32,890 

Gart  set  ane  seig  of  mony  worthie  wycht, 

Quhilk  sailteit  thame  rycht  scharplie  all  that  nycht. 

Syne  on  the  morne  ane  lytill  befoir  da, 

Thir  sax  hundreth  into  the  wod  that  la 

Wes  neir  the  toiin,  rycht  quietlie  tha  staw  32,895 

With  lang  ledderis  rycht  sone  attouir  the  waw  ; 

For  tha  within  that   tyme  had  no  beleif, 

That  ony   man  than  suld  presume  to  preif, 

Be  ony  craft,  ingyne,  or  subtill  art, 

To  seige  the  toim  or  sake  in  that  part :  32,900 

And  for  that  cans  the  far  les  cuir  tha  tuik 

To  keip  that  part  stude  on  sa  stark  ane  nuik. 

Sum  men  that  tyme  tha[t]  passit  ouir  the  waw, 

Kycht  quyetlie  on  to  ane  port  tha  staw, 

Wes  closit  fast,  and  no  man  neir  hand  by ;  32,905 

The  lawe  thairout  wes  reddie  within  cry, 

And  tha  that  tyme  that  knew  rycht  weill  the  gyn, 

Opnit  the  poi-t  and  lute  the   laue  cum  in. 

The  citineris  that  faucht  vpoun  the  wall, 

Richt  suddantlie  discendit  ane  and  all,  32,9io 

At  sindrie  partis  quhair  tha  passit  doun, 

For  to  defend  the  streittis  of  the  toun. 

And  gatherit  all  togidder  on  the  gait, 

In  that  beleif  thairfoir  to  mak  debait. 

Bot  all  for  nocht,  thair  power  wes  so  small ;         32,915 

With  litill  force  tha  war   confoundit  all. 

Syne  in  the  toun  war  skaillit  sone  full  wyde. 

Bayth  king  and  lord  commandit  in  the  tyde. 

To  keip  the  vow  that  he  had  made  befoir, 

But  reuth  or  mercie  other  to  les  or  moir  32,920 

Of  Pechtis  blude,  quliair  euir  tha  war  ouir  tane, 

Witliin  that  toun  to  sla  thame  all  ilkane. 
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The  Scottis,  quhilk  remordit  of  the  trane 
Tha  maid  befoir  quhair  thair  fatheris  wer  slane, 
Within  thair  hart  it  kendlit  sick  desyre,  32,925 

Wod  as  ane  wolf,  and  het  as  ony  fyre, 
Ouir  all  the  streittis  of  the  toun  tha  ran, 
Preist  or  clerk,  or  lit  religious  man, 
Lib.io.f.  159b.  And  mony  wedow  that  war  wo  begone, 

Col.  1.       With  thair  brandis  tha  britynnit  thame  ilkone.     32,930 
The  toung  ladeis  that  plesand  war  and  fair, 
Wringand   thair    handis    and   ryvand    doun   thair 

hair, 
To  heir  and  se  grit  pitie  wes  and  harme, 
Thair  naikit  babeis  beirand  in  thair  arme ; 
With   brandis    bricht    that   bait   thame    to   the     32,935 

bane, 
In  pecis  small  tha  hewit  thame  ilkane. 
Religious  men  and  prelatis  of  renoun, 
Bayth  preist  and  clerk  that  war  within  that  tomi, 
Monk  or  freir,  or  ony  of  the  laue, 
Gat  no  moir  girth  nor  did  the  leist  ane  knave.     32,940 
Into  the  streit  tha  la  stickit  like  swyne, 
Heir  and  thair  be  hundretis  aucht  or  nyne  : 
Als  copius  thair  blude  ran  in  the  streit, 
As  ony  burne  efter  ane  schour  of  weit. 
Ane  rycht  lang  quhile  in  sic  wodnes  tha  fuir,       32,915 
And  tuik  on  thame  grit  bissines  and  cuir, 
Quhill  all  the  Pechtis  in  Camelidone 
War  put  to  deid  that  samin  da  ilkone  : 
War  neuir  ane  left  thair  levand  in  that  steid. 
To  greit  ane  teir  for  all  the  laiffis  deid.  32,950 

The  quene  of  Pechtis  schort  quhile  befoir  that  da 
The  seige  begouth,  sclio  passit  furth  her  wa 
Out  of  the  tomi  rycht  quyetlie  ane  nyclit. 
For  dreid  of  her  that  men  sould  get  ane  sycht, 
To  ane  castell  biggit  with  stane  and  lyme,  32,955 

The  Madyn  Castell  callit  wes  that  tyme, 
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Vpoim  ane  craig  stude  in  Loudonia, 

Quhilk  Edinburth  is  callit  at  this  da. 

And  quhen  scho  hard  the  maner  all  and  how 

Camelidone,  as  I  haif  said  to  tow,  32,960 

"Wes  wyn  be  force,  and  all  war  put  to  deid, 

For  to  be  fre  out  of  the  Scottis  feid, 

Tha  left  the  hous  richt  quyetlie  ilkone, 

In  Ingland  syne  togidder  all  ar  gone. 

Qulien  this  wes  done  as  I  haif  said  ^ow  now,      32,965 

Kenethus  than,  for  to  compleit  his  vow, 

The  wallis  ilk  one  of  Camelidone 

On  to  the  erd  gart  cast  tliame  doun  ilkone, 

Out  of  that  place  or  he  wald  fiirder  pas. 

The  biggingis  all  he  lies  gart  burne  in  ass,  32,970 

The  tempillis  als,  quhilk  war  of  poleist  stone, 

In  pulver  small  gart  birne  thame  euerie  one  ; 

Leit  nocht  remane  pertening  to  that  toun, 

Vnbrint  in  ass  or  ellis  cassin  doun. 

Tliis  royall  toun  sa  mony  teiris  befoir,  32,975 

Quliilk  had  sick  riches,  honour  and  grit  gloir, 

Fra  the  begynnyng  lang  and  mony  teir, 

Distroyit  wes  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 

And  tynt  the  name,  the  honor  and  the  tryne, 

Quhilk  neuir  wes  biggit  tit  agane  sensyne.  32,980 

Ane  ellevin  hundreth  teir,  als  fiftie  and  one, 

Fra  the  Pechtis  come  first  in  Albione, 

And  of  our  Lord  quhilk  wes  aucht  hvmdreth  teir, 

Threttie  and  nyne,  as  I  haif  raknit  heir, 

Distroyit  wes  this  nobill  foirsaid  toun,  32,985 

And  Pechtis  tynt  bayth  thair  kinrik  and  croun  : 

AVith  sick  distructioun  of  the  nobill  blude, 

Of  riche  and  puir,  and  als  of  ill  and  gude, 

Syne  efterwart,  as  I  fynd  in  my  storie, 

Tha  war  forget  full  quyte  out  of  memorie,  32,990 

With  euerie  man  that  tyme  als  clair  and  clene, 

Into  this  warld  as  tha  had  neuir  bene. 
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How    THE    BiscHOPis    Stalf    tuke     Neidfyre 

AND    BRINT     ALL     IN     HIS     HaND  ;     OF    GREIT 
BatTELLIS    that     APPERIT    in     THE     AlR ;     OF 

Lawis   and   Statutis,    Peax  and   Policie  ; 

AND    OF    KeNETHUS     DEPARTING   OUT   OF   THIS 

Lyfe. 

Col.  2.       In  Albioun,  befoir  that  samyn  ^eir 

That  all  wes  done  as  [I]  half  said  tow  heir, 

Vpone  ^ule  da  into  Camelidone,  32,995 

Quhair  king  Druskene  with  liis  lordis  ilkone 

Into  the  tempill  present  at  the  mes, 

Solempnitlie  quhen  it  sacreit  than  wes 

With  ane  bischop  in  his  pontificall, 

That  tyme  his  stalf,  in  presens  of  thame  all,         33,000 

It  tuik  neidfyre  richt  thair  into  his  hand, 

Singand  the  mes  that  tyme  quhair  he  did  stand, 

And  wald  noclit  stanche  at  that  tyme  for  thame  all, 

Quhill  it  wes  brint  all  into  poiilder  small. 

Siclyke  wes  sene,  as  my  author  did  sa,  33,005 

Ouir  all  Pechtland  about  none  of  the  da, 

Quhen  that  the  sone  wes  schynand  fair  and  brycht, 

Into  the  air  richt  mony  armit  knycht, 

Strykand  ane  feild  as  did  to  thame  appeir, 

With  greit  noyis  that  hiddeous  wes  till  heir,         33,010 

Quhair  mony  ane  tha  thocht  to  deid  war  dicht ; 

Syne  suddanelie  all  vaneist  out  of  sicht. 

Quhat  this  takynnit  I  will  nocht  tell  tow  heir, 

Gif  te  wald  wit,  pas  on  ^our  self  and  speir  : 

In  sic  mater  I  lyke  nocht  to  remane,  33,015 

Bot  to  my  storie  turne  I  will  agane. 

All  beand  wyn  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 

Still  efter  that,  richt  lang  and  mony  teir, 

This  Kenethus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak. 

With  plesoui',  peax  and  policie  gart  mak,  33,020 
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And  was  the  first,  that  dar  I  hardlie  sa, 

In  Albione  that  had  monarchia 

Of  tua  kini'ikis,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Qiiliilk  ^it  siclike  ar  keipit  in  this  da. 

Tliat  samin  tyme,  quha  lykis  for  to  luke,  33,025 

Gude  lawis  maid,  syne  wrait  thame  in  aiie  [buik], 

Quhilk  vsit  ar  tit  in  thir  samin  dais. 

Sone  efter  syne,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

The  bischopis  sait  be  his  auctoritie, 

Fra  Abirnethie  translatit  hes  he,  33,030 

The  quhilk  befou'  that  wes  ane  royall  toun 

With  weir  that  tyme  distroyit  and  put  doun, 

To  Sanct  Androis  that  standis  on  the  se, 

Metropolus  of  all  Scotland  to  be. 

And  biggit  hes  the  kirk  that  tyme  far  moir,         33,035 

And  far  farar  nor  euir  it  wes  befoir. 

Rycht  riche  fundatiouu  bayth  of  kirk  and  land. 

And  vestimentis  of  mony  sindrie  stand, 

With  chalice[s]  of  gold  and  siluer  bricht, 

Bayth  kirk  and  queir  arrayit  hes  at  rycht,  33,040 

With  tapestrie  of  mony  sindrie  hew  ; 

Bayth  butt  and  ben  wer  all  reformit  new. 

Ane  better  king,  the  suith  of  him  quha  sais, 

In  all  Europ  wes  nocht  into  his  dais ; 

In  peax  and  weir,  and  in  vrbanitie,  33,045 

In  godlines  and  in  humanitie, 

In  fame,  in  wisdome,  and  in  fortitude, 

In  manheid,  gentres,  and  in  gratitude, 

In  lautie  als  and  in  liberalitie, 

In  gentres,  meiknes,  and  humanitie,  33,050 

All  other  king  he  did  exceid  alss  far, 

As  bricht  Phebus  the  bemis  of  the  star. 

The  tuentie  leir  syne  efter  of  his  ring, 

Departit  hes  this  gude  Kenethus  king, 

With  mad  murning  of  euerie  man  and  wyfe,         33,055 

Baith  riche  and  puir,  that  levand  wer  on  lyfe. 
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Lib.io  ,f.i60.  Ouir  all  Scotland  for  him  tlia  maid  grit  mone, 
Ooi.  1.       »Pq  lona  Yle  syne  till  his  graif  lies  ^  gone. 


How    DoNALDus,    King     Kenethus     Bruther, 

EFTER    HIS    DECEIS    WES     CROWNIT     KiNG     OF 
SCOTTIS,    AND    OF    HIS    VITIUS    LyFE. 

Ane  litill  quhile  efter  his  departing, 

Donald  his  bruther  crownit  than  wes  king ;  33,060 

Of  kin  and  blude  suppois  tha  war  so  nar. 

Of  conditioun  tha  differit  than  richt  far. 

This  ilk  Donald,  in  all  his  tyme  wes  he 

Infectit  far  with  foull  faminitie, 

Sleipand  in  sleuth,  as  ony  sow  als  sueir,  33,065 

His  plesour  wes  of  hurdome  ay  to  heir ; 

Vnsaturabill  als  of  gulositie, 

In  meit  and  drink,  and  sleip  also  wes  he 

Inmensurabill  and  out  of  temperance. 

I  can  nocht  tell  tow  all  the  circumstance  33,070 

Of  his  vices  ;  thocht  I  sould  walk  a  zeir, 

Ouir  litill  war  for  to  reliers  thame  heir. 

Quhairof  displesit  wes  the  men  of  gude. 

And  erast  tha  [wes]  of  the  eldest  blude, 

Dreidand  full  soir  the  vices  of  thair  king.  33,075 

Als[o]  with  him  ane  counsall  had  so  ting, 

Quhilk  had  no  knawledge  mair  no  had  ane  kow, 

Bot  eit  and  drink,  and  fill  the  bellie  fow, 

Sould  efterwart,  quhen  it  wes  war  to  mend, 

Bring  all  thair  werkis  to  ane  wickit  end.  33,080 

And  so  it  wes  within  les  no  four  leir  ; 

And  how  it  hapnit  tak  tent  and  le  sail  heir. 

'  In  MS.  his.      . 
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How   THE    Rest    of    the    Pechtis   that   war 

FLED      IN     InGLAND     DESYRIT    HeLP     OF     OS- 

bret,  King  of  Ingland,  to  reskew  thair 
Landis  agane  ;  quha  come  with  ane  greit 
Armie  and  Power  of  Britis  and  Saxonis 

AGANIS  the  ScOTTIS,  AND  THE  SCOTTIS  SIC- 
LYKE    AGANIS    THA]tfE    WITH    GREIT   PoWER. 

As  le  half  hard,  the  Pechtis  les  and  moir 

Distroyit  war  with  Kenethus  befoir, 

Except  waill  few  that  fled  war  in  Ingland,  33,085 

Into  this  tyme  amang  thame  wer  duelland, 

Quhen  that  tha  knew  and  hard  tell  of  that  tiling, 

So  far  misgydit  wes  the  Scottis  king, 

And  mony  lord  als  weill  that  tyme  as  he 

Infectit  wes  with  his  infirmitie,  33,090 

And  of  thair  king  tha  stude  so  litill  aw, 

The  land  also  without  justice  or  law, 

Tha  thocht  that  tyme  wes  than  rycht  oportune 

For  to  compleit  the  thing  tha  wald  liaif  done. 

Till  Osbretus,  of  Ingland  king  tha  dais,  33,095 

Tha  passit  all  with  ane  consent  and  sais, 

Gif  it  war  plesure  to  his  majestie. 

To  thame  that  tyme  to  [mak]  help  and  supple, 

Thair  kinrik  haill  agane  for  to  reskew, 

Scottis  fra  thame  reft  laitlie  of  the  new,  33,100 

And  had  thair  king  and  all  thair  lordis  slane. 

Wald  he,  tha  said,  of  his  gude  grace  agane, 

ExpeU  the  Scottis  out  of  ilk  regioun, 

And  in  thair  saittis  set  thame  all  fre  doun, 

Ilk  ^eir  of  thame,   quhilk  sould  nocht  be  to  33,105 

crave, 
Ane  greit  tribut  in  heretage  sould  haue ; 
And  tha  sould  hald  him  for  thair  lord  and  king. 
At  his  command  obey  him  in  all  thing. 
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This  ilk  Osbrefc  thairof  wes  weill  content, 
And  suddantlie  thairto  gaif  his  consent ;  33,no 

With  Ilia  than  of  West  Saxone  wes  king, 
And  Britis  als  for  that  same  cans  and  thing, 
Col.  2.       At  thair  counsall  he  wrocht  that  tyme  alhaill, 
And  causit  [thame]  thairof  to  tak  thair  daill. 
Syne  efterwart,  with  grit  power  and  micht  33,115 

Of  Brit  and  Saxone  into  armour  bricht, 
Ane  large  ost  quhilk  wes  of  lenth  and  breid, 
Rycht  sone  that  tyme  tha  passit  all  ouir  Tueid, 
Within  the  land  that  samin  tyme  that  la, 
Quhilk  calht  is  now  Tiuidaill  this  da.  33,120 

This  Osbret  syne  ane  seruand  send  in  hy 
To  king  Donald,  and  bad  him  suddanely 
For  to  remoif  out  of  the  Pechtis  landis, 
And  all  the  strenthis  also  in  his  handis 
For  to  resigne  in  his  handis  agane  ;  33,125 

And  wald  he  nocht,  he  leit  him  wit  in  plane, 
That  he  sould  sone,  and  all  that  multitude, 
Invaid  his  landis  bayth  with  fyre  and  blude. 
Quhairof  this  Donald  than  sic  terroui"  take. 
That  he  durst  nother  scantlie  speik  nor  luke ;       33,130 
And  in  the  tyme  for  nothing  did  provyde, 
Seikand  ane  hoill  quhair  that  he  mycht  liim  hyde  ; 
Quhill  that  the  lordis  causit  him  on  force 
To  tak  the  feild  than  bayth  on  fit  and  hors, 
With  all  the  power  in  the  tyme  tha  hed,  33,135 

Or  doutles  than  this  ilk  Donald  had  fled. 
That  samyn  tyme  thair  semblit  in  his  sycht, 
Bernis  full  bald  all  into  armom-  brycht, 
With  grit  power  that  come  fui'th  of  the  North, 
And  passit  syne  all  ouir  the  water  of  Forth,         33,140 
Withoutin  tarie  other  nycht  or  da, 
Quhill  that  tha  come  quhair  that  Osbretus  la 
Vpoun  ane  plane  wes  neirby  Jedburth  toun. 
Tha  lichtit  thair  and  set  thair  carrage  doun, 
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And  la  tliair  still  to  rest  thame  thair  that  33,145 

nycht ; 
Syne  on  the  morne  be  that  the  da  wes  lycht, 
The  Scottis  all,  that  waponis  docht  to  weild, 
Arrayit  thame  and  gaif  this  Osbret  feild. 


How    THE    Scottis    gaif    Osbret  Feild,   quha 

FLED    AND    TYNT    THE    FeILD  ;    AND   HOW   THE 

Scottis  partit  the  Spul^e   and  wan  the 
ScHiPPis;    AND    OF    Surf  AT  Drinking  and 

VOLUPTEOUS    LeVING  ;  AND  HOW  OsBRET    SLEW 

THE    Scottis    in    thair    Tentis    cruellie, 
AND    TUKE    King    Donald     naikit    with 

MONY  LORDIS  AND  LED  THAME  AWA,  AND 

WEiLDiT  AT  Will  all  Land  is  till  Forth  ; 

AND    OF    THE    WOFULL    LyFE    OF    THE    ScOTTIS, 
AND   HOW    THA    SEND   ANE    OrATOUR   TO   KiNG 

Osbret  for  Peax,  and  of  King  Osbretis 
Ansuer  agane. 

The  Scottis  than,  the  auhilk  war  nocht  to  leir 

Of  all  prattik  and  policie  in  weir;  33,150 

Expert  tha  war  thair  bayth  of  les  and  moir, 

With  Kenethus  tha  had  sic  vse  befoir ; 

At  the  first  counter  in  the  feild  tha  maid, 

Burdonis  all  brak,  and  mony  scheildis  braid 

With  swordis  scharpe  war  schorne  all  in  33,155 

schunder. 
And  mony  breist  maid  bludie  that  wes  wnder  ; 
And  mony  knycht  wes  killit  throw  the  corss, 
La  deid  that  da  walterand  wnder  his  horss, 
And  mony  grume  la  gruiflingis  on  the  grund, 
But  ony  bute,  with  mony  bludie  wound.  33,160 

The  Scottis  war  so  crwell  in  that  tyde, 
This  Osbretus  doucht  na  Ian  gar  to  byde ; 
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With  all  the  speid  in[to]  the  tyme  he  hed, 
Lib.io,f.i60h.  Onto  ane  hill  out  of  the  feild  he  fled. 

^'  Syne  all  his  men  sone  efter  at  the  last,  33,165 

Out  of  the  feild  tha  followit  him  rycht  fast, 
Yp  and  doun  in  mony  sindrie  place. 
The  Scottis  than  fast  followit  on  the  chace. 
And  in  the  chace  thair  wes  alss  mony  shine, 
As  in  the  feild  quhair  tha  faucht  on  the  plane.    33,i7o 
Syne  on  the  morne,  to  euerie  man  and  cheild, 
Distribute  lies  the  spulte  of  the  feild; 
Thair  passage  maid  syne  all  to  Tuedis  mouth, 
Quhair  mony  schip  war  cumand  fra  the  South, 
And  in  ane  hevin  arryvit  be  the  se,  33,175 

With  wyne  and  victuall  in  greit  quantitie; 
With  gold  and  riches,  and  all  vther  geir 
That  neidfuU  war  to  haif  in  tyme  of  weir. 
The  Scottis  men  with  lytill  prattik  than. 
Or  euir  tha  wist,  tha  schippis  all  tha  wan.  33,180 

That  samyn  tyme  gart  lois  thame  all  ilkone, 
Bayth  wyne  and  victuallis  out  of  thame  lies'  tone, 
And  all  the  gold  and  all  the  siluer  bricht ; 
Ane  equall  part  syne  ^aif  to  euerie  wicht. 
Syne  euery  da  tha  drank  of  that  same  wyne,       33,185 
With  sic  exces  als  drunkin  as  ane  swyne  ; 
Ilk  da  by  da  in  sic  gulositie, 
That  horribill  wes  other  to  heir  or  se  ; 
In  dansing,  drinking,  putting  all  thair  cuir. 
In  cumpany  with  mony  commoun  huir,  33,190 

Ilk  nycht  with  thame  amang  thair  palteonis  la, 
But  dreid  or  schame  quhill  on  the  morne  wes  da ; 
And  specially  this  ilk  Donald  the  king 
Of  all  the  lave  wes  foullest  of  sic  thincj ; 
As  brutell  beistis  takand  appetyte,  33,195 

In  venerie  putting  thair  haill  delyte, 
Withoutin  schame  or  dreid  of  God  betuene. 
Within  schort  quhile  sone  efter  so  wes  sene, 
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This  king  Osbret,  quhilk  hard  of  all  this  thing, 

Of  the  misgyding  of  Donald  the  king  33,200 

And  his  toung  lordis  that  tyme  quhair  tha  la, 

With  new  power  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 

In  all  the  haist  that  he  mycht  hidder  wend, 

To  ony  Scot  or  that  sic  thingis  war  kend  ; 

Quhilk  in  the  tyme  tuke  lytill  tent  thairtill,         33,205 

Lyke  brutell  beistis  takand  ay  tliair  will, 

Out  of  beleif  of  ony  battell  raoir, 

Tha  war  so  proud  of  victorie  befoir ; 

Vpoun  ane  nycht  quhen  tha  war  all  rycht  fow 

Of  michtie  wyne,  and  sleiping  lyke  ane  sow,         33,210 

And  gone  to  bed  and  falling  sound  on  sleip  ; 

The  watchmen  that  ordand  war  to  keip 

The  ost  that  nycht,  that  it  sould  tak  na  skayth, 

Tha  war  so  drunkin  and  so  sleipry  bayth, 

To  walk  that  tyme  no  power  had  no  mycht,       33,215 

Bot  tuke  thair  bed  and  sleipit  all  that  nycht ; 

Amang  thame  all  wes  nother  watche  nor  spy. 

This  king  Osbret,  rycht  lang  befoir  the  sky 

Vpone  the  morne  or  he  culd  ken  the  da, 

Araang  the  palieonis  sleipand  quhair  tha  la,  33,220 

He  enterit  in  rycht  stoutlie  in  that  steid, 

And  all  the  tentis  stude  aboue  thair  heid, 

Cuttit  the  cordis  into  pecis  small, 

And  leit  the  tentis  doun  vpoun  thame  fall. 

With  brandis  bricht  quhilk  war  of  mettell  fyne,  33,225 

Quhair  that  tha  la  drunkin  as  ony  swyne, 

Out  of  thair  bed  had  no  power  to  steir, 

Tha  bar[t]mt  thame  lyke  ony  bludie  deir. 

Quha  had  bene  thair  that  tyme  for  [till]  haue  sene 

Sa  mony  berne  la  granand  on  the  grene,  33,230 

Bulrand  in  blude,  makand  ane  hiddeous  beir, 

Ouir  all  the  oist  that  petie  wes  till  heir. 

The  bludie  bouchouris  quhilk  that  war  so  bald,  ^^^'  ^' 

That  tyme  tha  sparit  nother  ioung  no  aid  ; 
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Quliill  tha  had  power  for  to  stryke  or  stand,         33,235 

Tha  bar[t]nit  thame  with  mony  awfull  brand. 

Into  thair  bed  than  naikit  qnhair  tha  la. 

Of  this  mischance  quhat  suld  I  to  tow  sa? 

I  trow  of  Troy  quhen  takin  wes  the  toun, 

And  all  the  Trojanis  put  to  confusioun,  33,240 

So  foull  slauchter  with  sic  crudelitie, 

So  horribill  als  without  humanitie, 

"Wes  nocht  committit,  I  dar  suithlie  sa, 

In  Troy  that  tyme  as  wes  tonder  that  da. 

Nakit  and  bair,  without  ony  clais,  33,245 

Out  of  thair  [bed]  tha  slew  thame  as  tha  rais. 

Sum  heid,  sum  hals,  had  hakkit  all  in  sunder, 

Sum  breist,  sum  bellie,  and  bowellis  brak  out 

[vnder]  ; 
Sum  gat  ane  bat  that  breissit  all  thair  bonis, 
Quhill  all  thair  bowellis  bri[s]t  out  atonis ;  33,250 

Sum  with  ane  culmische  clevin  to  the  belt, 
Quhill  livar  and  lungis,  modereid  and  melt, 
Boldin  and  brist,  and  bruschit  on  the  grene; 
Sum   out-throw   the   spald   and  sum  out-throw  the 

splene ; 
And  sum  the  arme  had  fra  the  schulder  sched,     33,255 
And  vtlier  sum  la  bludie  all  forbled, 
And  sum  on  groufe  la  gTanand  on  the  grene ; 
So  sorrowful  sycht  befoir  wes  neuir  sene. 
For   tuentie  thousand,  or  the  da  wes  licht. 
Without  defence  tha  mm'dreist  that  same  nycht.  33,260 
The  king  Donald  thair  sleipand  quhair  he  la, 
In  handis  tane,  syne  nakit  led  awa ; 
And  mony  toung  lord  in  that  samin  tyme, 
Out  of  thair  bed  tane  sleipand  lyke  ane  swyne. 
Ryclit  few  or  nane  chaipit  thair  than  that  da,     33,265 
Bot  he  throw  speid  that  passit  saif  awa. 
This  beand  done  as  le  half  hard  this  tyde, 
This  king  Osbret  the  spuke  gart  diuyde 
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Rj'cht  equallie  to  euerie  man  wes  tliair, 

Efter  his  stait  to  all  man  les  and  mair.  3.],27o 

Syne  passit  ford  wart  to  Loudonia, 

Siclike  the  Britis  on  to  Gallowa, 

But  ony  stop  that  tyme  or  ^it  ganestand, 

At  thair  plesoui'  possessit  all  that  land. 

Tha  boucheouris  bald  sa  brodin  wer  of  blude,       33,275 

^omig  or  aid,  schortlie  to  conclude, 

Preist  or  clerk  gat  nother  girth  nor  grace; 

Quhome  tha  ouiiiuik  in  ony  toun  or  place, 

Seik  nor  sair  that  tyme  gat  no  remeid, 

Like  doggis  all  tha  dang  thame  to  the  deid.  33,280 

This  kinfj  Osbret  than  weildit  at  his  will 

All  on  to  Forth,  wes'   no  s^i-nestand  thairtill, 

At  his  plesour  at  grit  lasar  and  lenth, 

Baith  toun  and  tour,  with  ilk  castell  and  stren[th]. 

Siclyke  the  Britis,  on  the  samin  syde,  33,285 

Hes  conqueist  all  on  to  the  water  of  Clyde, 

But  ony  stop  that  tyme  or  lit  ganestand. 

And  tane  the  strenthis  all  in  thair  awin  hand. 

The  Scottis  than  that  levand  war  on  lyfe, 

Tha[t]  cliaipit  had  out  of  that  stour  and  stryfe,  33,290 

Efter  lang  murning  and  rycht  havie  mane, 

Bayth  man  and  wyfe  hes  maid  sa  lang  ilkane. 

Into  all  partis  onir  all  bayth  far  and  neir. 

That  I  list  nocht  now  for  to  tell  ^ow  heir. 

For  and  I  wald,  tliairof  I  wait  rycht  weill,  33,295 

Suppois  that  tin  hart  wer  hard  as  ony  steill, 

That  it  wald  brek  and  all  [in]  pecis  clewe,  Lib.io.f.iei. 

For  to  heir  tell  thair  mnrning  and  mischewe.  ^' 

Sen  that  the  pane  the  plesour  dois  exceid, 

Now  at  this  tyme  other  to  heir  or  reid,  33,3Co 

Of  sic  talking  no  moir  now  I  will  tell ; 

Tak  tent  and  heir  quhat  efter  syne  befell. 

'  In  MS.  hes. 
VOL.    IT.  E   E 
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Qulien  that  tha  hard  how  Osbret  in  tlie  North, 

With  all  his  power  thocht  to  pas  ouir  Forth, 

In  that  intent  syne  efterwart  in  Fyffe,  33,305 

For  to  distroy  bayth  man,  barne  and  ^vyfe, 

In  Loutheane  siclike  as  he  had  done  ; 

The  Scottis  than  heirand  thairof  rycht  sone, 

Than  euery  man  that  mycht  ane  biirdoun  ])air. 

And  euerilk  lad  also  bayth  les  and  mair,  33,310 

And  euerilk  one  ane  wapin  docht  to  weild, 

On  fit  and  hors  tha  come  aU  to  the  feild, 

In  that  intent  all  on  ane  da  to  die, 

Out  of  that  dreid  or  to  deliuerit  be. 

Than  king  Osbret,  quhen  he  hard  it  wes  so,         33,315 

Deliuerit  lies  no  farder  for  till  go, 

Of  thair  gaddering  sic  aw  he  stude  and  dreid  ; 

Far  mair  that  tyme  I  trow  than  he  had  neid  ; 

Traistand  thair  power  wes  of  so  greit  vaill. 

Syne  quhen  he  knew  the  veritie  alhaill,  33,320 

It  wes  nocht  so,  as  ane  tratour  him  tald. 

Than  in  his  breist  he  grew  moir  hie  and  bald. 

Ten  thousand  men  in  schipping  to  the  North, 

He  furneist  hes  attouir  the  water  of  Forth ; 

Throw  auenture  that  tyme  in  wynd  and  wall,      33,325 

On  the  South  coist  thair  war  tha  pereist  all ; 

Fywe  thousand  men  war  suckin  be  the  sand, 

With  grit  vneis  the  lawe  come  to  the  land, 

Bursin  and  boldin  ilkane  lyke  ane  taid, 

Throw  grit  travell  in  wynd  and  wall  tha  maid.    33,330 

Of  wickitnes  and  grit  crudelitie 

God  quit  thame  than  of  his  auctoritie, 

Withoutin  straik  other  of  swerd  or  knyfe, 

That  da  sa  mony  loisit  hes  the  lyfe. 

Quhen  Osbret  knew  how  all  the  maner  wes,         33,335 

To  Striuiling  brig  tuke  purpois  for  to  pas, 

Agane  the  streme  no  moir  than  wald  he  stiyve, 

To  Striuiling  Ijrig  syne  passit  hes  belyve. 
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In  that  same  place,   as  that  my  author  wiytis, 

Convenit  hes  togidder  with  the  Biytis,  33,340 

And  euerilk  one  syne  schew  till  vtlier  sone, 

Into  thair  travell  how  that  tha  had  done, 

And  syne  tuke  purpois  to  pas  to  the  North, 

With  mort  battell  attouir  the  water  of  Forth. 

Syne  as  tha  war  neir  reddy  for  to  wend,  33,345 

That  samin  tyme  ane  oratoiir  wes  send 

Fra  the  Scottis,   with  credence  for  to   trow, 

Quhilk  said  to  him  as   I  sail  sa  to  tow. 

'  0  king  Osbret,  ar  thow  nocht  tit  content 

'  Of  sic  honour  as  God  hes  to  the  sent,  33,350 

•  As  plesis  him,  and  nothing  throw  thi  mycht, 

'  No  tit  thi  strenth,  thi  power  or  thi  richt? 

•'  Bot  most  of  all  for  our  misgouerance, 

'  Quhilk  plesit  him  to  send  to  ws  sic  chance, 

'  As  wes  decretit  be  him  self  in  hevin ;  33,355 

'  For  we  no  way  culd  hald  the  ballance  evin. 

'  Thairfoir  greit  God  to  our  damnage  and  skayth, 

'  To  puneis  ws  and  for  to  preve  ^ow  bayth, 

'  Nocht  for  tour  gude,  bot  erar  for  grit  ill, 

'  Sic  victorie  this  tyme  hes  send  ^ow  till.  33,360 

'  Befoir,"  he  said,  "  sum  tyme  we  war  als  hie 

'  Vpoun  the  quheill  siclike  as  now  ar  ^e, 

'  And  hiear  als  ascending  to  sic  hicht ; 

'  Becaus  that  we  considderit  nocht  the  rycht, 

'  Quhen  we  war  grittest  of  auctoritie,  33,365 

'  Misknawand  God  that  set  ws  up  so  hie, 

'  Or  euir  we  wist,  he  maid  ws  law  to  lycht 

'  To  grit  mischeif  rycht  far  doun  fi-a  the  hycht.  Col.  2, 

'  Quhen  men  ar  weill  that  tyme  is  to  be  war, 

'   And  lippin  nocht  in  fals  Fortoun  ouir  far ;         33,370 

'  Be  sic  exempill  as  my  self  hes  sene, 

'  Quha  dois  nocht,  it '  sail  him  turne  to  tene. 


'  In  MS.  it  it. 
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''  Thairfoir/'  lie  said,   "  considder  how  it  staudis, 

"  Sen  God  hes  put  sic  honour  in  ^our  haudis, 

"  And  victorie  at  ^  his  plesour  and  will,  33,375 

"  Nocht  for  na  thank  that  te  haif  done  hym  till, 

"  Or  worthie  ar  of  him  to  haif  sic  thing, 

"  Bot  principalie  for  to  puneische  our  king, 

"  And  his  lieges   siclike   all  for  his  saik. 

"  Traist  weill/'  he  said,  "  sen  God  can  do  the       33,380 

maik 
''  Onto  lour  self  and  he  find  caus  thairto, 
"  As  Weill  I  traist  sone  efter  he  sail  do 
"  And  [^e]  proceid  to  put  lour  self  iu  perrell, 
"  Incontrar  ws  in  quhome  ^e  haif  no   querrell ; 
"  Quhairthrow  le  ma  sone  crab  his  majestic,         33,385 
"  For  to  proceid  with   sic   crudelitie. 
"  For  mercie  is  aboue  his  work  and  mycht, 
"  And  but  mercie  thair  can  no  erthlie  wycht 
"  Posses  the  gloir  that  he  is  ordand  till. 
"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  than  sen  it  is  Godis  33,390 

will, 
"  In  sic  distres  ay  mercie  for  to  haif, 
"  This  tyme  at  tow  na  vther  thing  we  crave, 
''  Bot  grant  ws  peax  with  the  skayth  we  haif  tone, 
"  Thairfoir  redres  at  low  we  sail  ask  nana, 
"  In  tyme  to  cum  and  ^e  will  lat  ws  be,  33,395 

"  As  we  war  wont  with  oure  awin  libertie. 
"  Or  traist   ^e  weill   we  sail  our  strenthis  preve, 
"  Quhairin  this   tyme  we  haif  ane  grit  beleve, 
"  The  hand  of  God   ws  puneist  hes  so  soir, 
"  Is  satisfeit  and  will  nocht  smyte   no  moir.        33,400 
"  And   sen  he  hes  now  gottin  his  desyre, 
"  Thairfoir  wc   traist  his  malice   and  his  yre 
"  Is  stanchit  now    of  his  mercie  and  grace, 
"  And  he   agane  sail  turne   till  ws   his  foce. 
"  Also,"  lie  said,   "  no  honour  is  to   the,  33,405 

"  So   puir  pepill   in  sic  miseritie 

'  In  ]\rS!.  as. 
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*'  For  to  oppres,  considderand  how  it  standis, 

"  Sen  that  thow  hes  cure  king  into  thi  handis, 

"  And  lordis  als  sould  mak  remeid  thairtill ; 

*'  Quhairfoir/'  he  said,   "now  gif  it   be  thi  will,  33,110 

"  Of  this  desyre  thi  ansiier  I  wald  haif, 

"  Nocht  ellis  now  at  this  tyme  I  will  crawe." 

When  this  wes  said  befoir  tliame  all  in  plane, 

This  wes  the  ansuer  that  he  ffat  agane  : 

Efter  tliair  counsall  lang  into  sic  thing,  33,415 

Decretit  wes  be  Osbretus  thair  king. 

With  manlie  vult  and  with  ane  voce  so  cleir  : 

"  Gude  freind,"  he  said,  "  we  haif  considderit  heir 

"  To  grant  tow  peax,  bot  no  way  for  iour  rycht  ; 

"  Thocht  we  this   tynie  of  oiire  power  and  33,420 

mycht, 
"  At  oure  plesour  agane   low  ma   proceid, 
"  Without  ganestand  of  low  or  ony  dreid, 
'•'  ^it  neiiirtheles,  gif  lykis  low  but  leis, 
"  Of  this  conditoun  we  will  gTant  ^ow  poice. 
"  Sua  that  le  will  gif  ouir  alhaill  the  landis,      33,425 
"  That  we  and  Britis  hes  now  into   our  handis, 
"  Withoutin  clarae  beiond  the  water  of  Forth, 
"  And  te  in  peice  to  bruik  the  laue  benorth ; 
"  The  Britis  merchis  for  to  be  at  Clyde, 
"  And  Alcluth  ^  als  vpoun  the  tother  syde,  33,430 

"  To  gif  to  thame  of  thair  auctoritie, 
"  Fra  that  tyme  furth  Dunbritane  callit  to  be  ; 
"  And  so  proceidand  fra  the  West  se  bank,  Lib.io, f.ieib. 

"  On  to  the  Eist  with  richt  gude  will  and  thank, 
"  The  water  of  Forth  also  we  will  that  be  33,435 

"  Fra  this  da  furth  callit  the  Scottis  se ; 
"  And  tuentie  thousand  of  gude  money  alsua, 
"  ^eirlie  to  ws  of  tribut  for  to  pa ; 
"  And  to  obserue  thir  thingis  I  alledge 
"  Sixtie  ^oung  lordis  to  be  laid  in  pledge  ;  33,440 


'  In  MS.  Alchof. 
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And  that  no  Scot  sail  cum  into  oure  land, 
Withovit  oure  leif,  licence  and  command ; 
And  gif  he  do,  now  kennand  how  it  standis, 
Baith  lyfe  and  gude  sail  bayth  be  in  om*  handis ; 
And  pleis  ^e  nocht  as  I  haif  said  ^ow  heir,       33,4i5 
Cum  nocht  agane  ma  tydenis  for  to  speir." 

How  THE  Oratour  schew  hts  Ansuer,  and  of 
Angus  Lord  callit  Culenus. 

The  oratour  with  his  deliuerance 

Is  passit  hame,  and  all  the  circumstance 

Ilk  word  by  word  he  schew  to  thame  agane, 

The  haill  report  in  wordis  that  war  plane.  33,450 

Quhairof  that  tyme  tha  war  rycht  euill  content, 

And  mony  said,  or  tha  gaif  thair  consent 

To  lois  thair  land  and  tyne  thair  libertie, 

All  on  ane  da  far  erar  tha  sould  de. 

And  vther  sum,  that  louit  peax  and  rest,  33,455 

Tha  said  agane  that  counsall  wes  nocht  best ; 

That  force  it  wes  for  to  consent  thame  till. 

And  at  this  tyme  to  brek  far  of  thair  will. 

Or  than  dispone  bayth  honour,  lyfe  and  landis, 

In  greit  perrell  into  thair  "  fais  handis.  33,460 

Ane  Weill  lang  quhile  into  sic  stryfe  tha  stude, 

QuhiU  at  the  last  ane  nobill  man  of  gude, 

Of  Angus  lord,  Culenus  hecht  to  name, 

Fra  Bar  wes  send  that  tyme  of  greit  fame ; 

Of  quhome  befoir  I  schew  tow  in  his  tyme,  33,466 

As  ze  ma  fynd  in  meter  and  in  ryme, 

His  nyne  sonnis,  that  worthie  war  and  wycht, 

With  king  Donald  war  all  slane  on  ane  nycht ; 

Him  self  that  tyme  wes  ancient  and  aid. 

This  Culenus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald,  33,470 

With  his  counsall  he  send  him  to  the  laue, 

Befoir  thame  all  this  counsall  he  thame  gaue. 

'  In  MS.  oure. 
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How  CuLENus,  Lord  of  Angus,  gaif  Counsall 

TO   THE   SCOTTIS   TO   TAK   PeAX. 

"  Sen  to  low  all  it  knawin  is  full  richt, 

''  Sum  tyme  the  Romanis  of  sic  strentli  and  miclit, 

''  Of  sick  power,  sic  puissance  and  sic  pryde,         3a,475 

"  Quhilk  lordis  war  of  all  tliis  warld  wyde, 

''  In  Gallowa  befoir  Galdus  oure  king, 

"  Tha    thocht    na    sehame,    ^e    ken    full    weill    that 

thing, 
"  Quhen  it  stude  thame  in  sic  necessitie, 
"  Rycht  laulie  thair  befoir  him  on  thair  kne,        33,480 
"  With  piteous  voce  than  peax  at  him  tha  crave, 
"  With  quhat  conditioun  plesit  him  to  have. 
"  Sen  tha/'  he  said,  "  thocht  nother  lak  no  sehame 
"  To  ask  sic  peax,  to  ws  is  lytill  blame 
"  Now  at  this  tyme  to  ask  at  thame  sic  thing,    33,485 
**  Sen  that  we  ar  withoutin  prince  or  king. 
"  Considder  als  this  tyme  how  it  standis, 
"  Bayth  king  and  lordis  ar  all  into  thair  hand  is  ; 
"  Also  this  tyme  oure  power  is  so  small, 
"  That  scantlie  now  thair  is  amang  ws  all  33,490 

"  Fyve  thousand  men  that  waponis  dow  to  weild, 
"  Or  tit  hes  strenth  to  stryke  in  ony  feild  ; 
"  Bot  boy  and  barne,  as  te  tour  self  ma  se, 
"  And  agit  men  in  richt  small  quantitie, 
"  But  hors  and  harnes,  and  all  vther  geir  33,495 

"  That  neidfull  is  vpoun  thair  cors  to  weir ;  Col,  2. 

"  Quhilk  hes  no  strenth  intill  ane  stour  to  stand, 
"  Na  dow  to  weild  ane  wapin  with  thair  hand. 
"  Full  eith  it  is  sic  catiues  to  ouircum, 
*'  In  sic  distres  will  baith  grow  deif  and  dum.      33,509 
"  Knew  I,"  he  said,  "  that  we  had  strenth  or  mycht, 
'•'  Or  ^it  power  for  to  debait  oure  rycht, 
"  Or  I  this  tyme  thair  myndis  suld  fulfill, 
"  I  suld  be  formest  that  da  with  gude  will. 


440  THE   BUIK    OF   THE 

Quliair   that  we    myclit    debait  ws  with    oure     33,505 
handis. 

Bot  now,"  he  said,  "  le  se  weill  how  it  standis  ; 

Our  power  is  this  tyme  brokin  so  far, 
"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  or  dreid  that  we  do  war, 
"  My  counsall  is,  gif  thame  this  tyme  thair  will  ; 
"  Peraduenture  we  may  cum  efter  till  33,510 

"  So  gude  ane  tj'^me,  thocht  it  be  now  vnknawin, 
"  With  litill  maistrie  to  redeme  oure  awin. 
"  Moir  manlie  is  for  to  vmschew  ane  perrell, 
"  Thocht  thow  haif  neuir  so  gude  ane  querrell, 
"  No  for  to  fecht  quhen  all  the  warld  ma  se         33,515 
"  Thow  hes  no  power  partie  for  to  be. 
"  Full  hardines,  quhilk  neuir  had  lit  gude  chance, 
"  Cumis  alway  of  ill  considderance  ; 
<'  And  fals  presumj)tioun,  cumis  of  thame  bayth, 
"  Oft    in    this    warld    hes    done    rycht    mekle       33.520 

skayth. 
"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,   "  considder  lour  awin  mycht 
"  And  thair  strenthis,  suppois  le  haif  the  rycht, 
"  Is  no  compair  with  thame  for  to  mak  stryfe, 
"  Without  to  thame  xe  wald  offer  lour  lyfe. 
"  Grit  harme  it  war  and  so  hapnit  to  be  ;  33,525 

"  Aduise  ^ow  now,  for  I  haif  said  for  me." 

How    THE     SCOTTIS    CONSENTIT    TO    PeAX,    AND    OF 

King  Donaldis  Deliuerance. 

To  this  counsall  consentit  euerie  man ; 
No  contradictioun  \^es  amang  thame  than. 
Ane  legat  syne  send  to  Osbretus  king, 
For  to  convoy  and  compromit  all  thing.  33,530 

With  tha  conditionis  peax  tha  maid,  and  band 
With  letteris  braid  subscriuit  with  thair  hand  ; 
Syne  pledgis  tuik,  and  king  Donald  liame  send, 
And  all  the  lane  quhair  plesit  thame  to  wend. 
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How  King  Osbret  diuydit  the  Conqueist  Land 

BETUIX   SaXONIS   AND   BrITIS. 

Qulien  this  was  done  as  I  half  said  this  tyde,        33,535 

This  Osbretus  gart  equallie  diuyde 

The  conqueist  land  betuix  Saxonis  and  Britis, 

For  to  compleit  the  first  promit  and  writis. 

The  landis  all,  quhilk  war  baitli  lang  and  wyde, 

Fra  Cumbria  onto  the  water  of  Clyde,  33,540 

And  the  West  se  to  Striuiling  so  in  wart, 

The  Britis  gat  tha  landis  to  thair  part. 

Syne  all  the  laif  without  stop  or  ganestand, 

Fra  Forth  so  South  onto  Northumberland, 

And  fi"a  Striuiling  straucht  on  to  the  Eist  se,       33,545 

This  king  Osbret  wnto  his  part  gart  he, 

And  of  Stirling  the  strait  castell  of  stane, 

Wes  eassin  doun  bot  schort  quhile  bigane 

In  to  the  weir  is,  as  my  author  me  schew  ; 

And  he  agane  gart  big  it  of  the  new.  33,550 

How  King  Osbret  straik  the  Stirling  Money 

AND    GART    BIG    THE    BrIG   OF    STIRLING,     AND 

OF  ANE  Stane  Cross  set  thair  vpone,  and 

HOAV   THE    PeCHTIS   STAW   OUT   OF   InGLAND   IN   Lib.lO,  f.l62. 

Denmark,   and   of   King   Donaldis   vicius      ^^'-  ^* 
Lyffe  and  End. 

And  in  that  castell  that  tyme  causit  he 

The  Striuiling  money  for  to  strickin  be, 

Quhilk  efter  Striuiling  beris  iit  that  name, 

As  knawin  is  be  commoun  voce  and  fame. 

That  tyme  on  Forth  thair  wes  ane  brig  of  tre,    33,555 

But  pend  or  piller,  vpone  trestis  hie, 

Quhair  he  that  tyme  ane  mekle  better  brig, 

With  pend  and  pillar  of  stane  and  lyme  gart  big, 


442  THE   BUIK   OF  THE 

Attouir  the  waiter  in  that  tyme  wes  set, 

Of  thre  kingis  quhairat  the  merchis  met,  33;66o 

Of  Scotland,  Ingland,  and  of  Britis  als. 

For  mair  effect  that  this  thing  wes  nocht  fals, 

Into  the  place  quhairat  the  merchis  met, 

Vpone  the  brig  ane  croce  of  stane  tha  set ; 

In  Latin  syne,  quha  lykis  to  rehers,  33,565 

Vpone  the  croce  wer  gravin  thir  same  vers  : 

Anglos^  a  Scotls  separat'  crux  isfa^  remotis  ; 

Arma  hie  stant  Bruti ;  slant  Scoti  hac  sub  cruce 

tuti} 
Quhilk  is  to  sa  in  our  langage  perqueii', 
Of  Scot  and  Brit  standis  the  armis  heir,  33,670 

And  Ingland  als,  vpone  this  corce  of  stane, 
Quhair  metis  now  thair  merchis  all  ilkane. 
The  puir  Pechtis  quhen  that  tha  kend  and  knew, 
Thir  thre  kingis  so  cordit  of  the  new 
With  so  grit  peax,  syne  delt  lies  all  thair  33,575 

lands 
Amang  thame  thre,  than  seand  how  it  standis 
The  Inglismen,  thair  freindis  war  Lefoir, 
Ouirschot  thame  than  with  mekle  host  and  schoir, 
Fortet  freindschip  and  held  thame  ay  at  feid, 
And  euerilk  day  imaginand  thair  deid  ;  33,680 

And  for  that  caus,  the  maist  part  of  thame  aw 
Rycht  quietlie  than  out  of  Ingland  staw, 
And  passit  syne  in  Denmark  ane  and  all, 
For  thair  begouth  thair  first  originall. 
And  in  that  land  amang  thame  did  remane.  33,585 

To  kincr  Donald  now  will  I  turne  ao-ane. 
Efter  the  tyme  sone  of  his  cuming  hame, 
Quhen  passit  wes  the  murmour,  and  the  gcham« 


'  In  MS.  Angalos.  I       '  lu  MS.  est  a. 
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Of  his  mischance  forzet  wes  and  h\id  doun  ; 

For  wonder  lestis  bot  nyne  nycht  into  toun  ;       33,590 

But  schame  or  dreid,  as  luy  author  did  sa, 

Grew  war  and  war  the  langar  euerie  da, 

With  ma  faltis  na  euir  he  had  befoir, 

Incressand  euir  tlie  langar  ay  the  moir. 

And  in  that  tyme  so  mekill  wrang  wes  wrocht,  33,595 

That  all  the  kinrik  put  doun  wes  to  nocht, 

With  grit  discord  and  spilling  of  grit  blude, 

And  erast  ay  amang  the  men  of  gude. 

Quhairof  the  nobillis  war  displesit  far; 

Or  dreid  efter  ryclit  sone  it  suld  be  war,  33,600 

This  king  Donald  in  handis  tha  haif  tane, 

Syne  with  consent  of  all  the  lordis  ilkane, 

Tiia  haif  gart  put  hym  in  ane  presoun  Strang, 

Quhair  he  that  tyme  remanit  nocht  rycht  lang  ; 

Him  awin  self,  and  my  author  be  trew,  33,605 

That  samin  tyme  in  the  presoun  he  slew. 

The  saxt  ^eir  quhilk  wes  than  of  his  ring, 

So  endit  he  this  ilk  Donaldus  king. 

How  CONSTANTYNE,  THE  SONE  OF  KiNG  KeNETHUS, 
EFTER    THE     DeITH    OF   DONALD   WES   CROWNIT 

King  in  Scone,  and   of   his  Wisdome  and 
Statutis  aganis  Vice. 

Efter  the  deith  than  of  this  ilk  Donald, 

This  Kenethus  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald,  33,6io 

Quhilk  in  his  tyme  sic  honour  wan  and  fame, 

Ane  sone  he  had  hecht  Constantyne  to  name, 

That  samin  tyme  into  ane  place  hecht  Scone,  Col.  2. 

Wes  crownit  king  vpone  the  marbell  stone, 

The  quhilk  his  father  of  befoir  schort  quhile,        33,615 

On  to  that  place  had  brocht  out  of  Argyle. 

Syne  on  ane  know,  that  wes  baytli  round  and  hie, 

In  that  same  place  ^it  standis  still  to  se, 
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That  stane  wes  set  vpone  ane  deis  conding, 

And  in  that  place  thair  erownit  wes  the  king,     33,620 

Into  the  taikin  of  victorie  and  gloir, 

Tliat  he  had  wyn  into  that  place  befoir. 

This  Constantyne,  quhilk  wes  wyiss  and  expert, 

Rycht  hevelie  he  buir  into  his  hart 

The  grit  ouirthraw  and  thirling  of  his  ring,  33,625 

With  sic  subjectioun  of  Osbretus  king, 

And  of  the  Britis  so  abhominabill, 

To  him  all  tyme  wes  so  implorabill. 

And  for  that  cans,  with  all  power  and  mycht, 

His  purpois  wes  for  to  redeme  his  rycht,  33,630 

Askand  counsall  be  haill  auctoritie 

Of  his  lordis,  with  thair  help  and  supple. 

And  tha  agane  sic  ansuer  gaif  him  till, 

Sayand,  tha  wald  rycht  hartlie  with  gude  will, 

In  ony  thing  quhen  tyme  wes  oportune,  33,635 

Quhen  lefullie  that  sic  thing  mycht  be  done. 

Bot  than,  tha  said,  thair  strenthis  wer  so  small, 

With  sic  discord  amang  his  lordis  all, 

iVnd  so  ill  reule  wes  than  onir  all  his  ring  ; 

Onto  the  tyme  reformit  war  sic  thing  33,640 

With  wyiss  counsall,  at  grit  laser  and  lenth, 

And  recreat  agane  als  war  thair  strenth. 

Sic  thing,  tha  said,  than  mycht  nocht  weill  be  done. 

This  Constantyne,  syne  efter  that  rycht  sone, 

Ane  generall  counsall  haistelie  gart  call  33,645 

Into  ane  place  quhair  tha  convenit  all. 

With  thair  consent  and  counsall  he  gart  mak, 

Wes  necessar,  rycht  mony  gudlie  act, 

Rycht  proffittabill  for  the  commoun  weill. 

The  first  it  wes,  alss  far  as  I  haif  feill,  33,650 

That  no  kirkman  suld  haif  auctoritie. 

No  tit  tak  cuir  in  temporal itie  ; 

Bot  vse  his  office  as  ane  man  of  kirk, 

No  seruiall  werkis  with  liis  handis  wirk  ; 
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Als  on  his  corss  na  armour  for  till  beir,  33,655 

No  tit  waponis  that  inycht  do  ony  deir  ; 

And  euerie  kirkman  also  of  his  rent, 

Efter  his  stait  suld  hald  hiin  weill  content. 

Quhat  euir  he  wes  that  keipit  nocht  command, 

Sould  puneist  be  and  pay  ane  opin  pand.  33,660 

Siclyke  that  tyme  forbiddin  wes  exces 

Of  meit  and  drink,  till  all  man  moir  and  les, 

Without  he  war  within  touthheid  ane  cheild  ; 

Riche  or  puir  that  wes  of  lauchfull  eild, 

Commandit  war  gude  temperance  to  keip    •  33,665 

In  meit  and  di'ink,  with  sobernes  in  sleip, 

Anis  ilk  da  for  to  refreschit  be, 

But  gredines  or  tit  gulositie  : 

Pluralitie  of  meit  and  drink  siclike, 

Forbiddin  wes  bayth  for  puir  and  ryke  ;  33,67o 

All  fedder  bcddis  forbiddin  wes  also, 

But  bed  or  bowster  to  lig  on  the  stro, 

With  litill  happing,  nocht  to  ly  ouir  warme, 

That  neidfull  war  to  keip  thair  corpis  fra  liarme  ; 

Wnder  the  pane  of  lyfe  and  als  of  land,  33,C75 

Quhat  euir  he  war  that  maid  ony  ganestand. 

Syne  efter  that,  within  ane  lilill  quhile, 

Tlia  left  thair  vices  that  war  vane  and  vylo, 

And  vsit  lies  tha  la  wis  war  maid  new, 

And  to  greit  vertew  and  perfectioun  grev/.  33,C80 

Quhair  tha  war  wont  afFaminat  to  be,  Lib.io,f.iC2b. 

And  gredie  gluttonis  with  gulositie, 

All  tyme  but  wisdome,  fidl  of  negligence, 

Sleuthfull  and  sueir,  withoutin  diligence  ; 

Now  ar  tha  maid  als  bissie  as  ane  be,  33,685 

Walkryfe  and  war,  with  greit  agelitie ; 

Detestand  all  the  vices  les  and  moir, 

In   quhome  tha   had    sa  grit   plesour  befoir ; 

And  so  perfitlie  in  that   stait  tha  stude, 

That  wonder  wes  in  ony  man  of  guJe  33.690 


Col.i. 
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To  find  ane  fait  quhair  on  that  men  mycht  plen^e, 
Without  of  him  rycht  falslie  he  did  feintie. 
Bot  lang  sic  lyfe  may  nocht  lest  for  invy  : 
Harkin  and  heir  how  hapnit  syne  for-tlii. 

How  ANE  Lord  callit  Ewenus,  with  ^  certane 
LoRDis  of  his  Factioun,  rebellit  aganis 
King  Constantyne  and  his  Statutis,  quha 
WAS  tank  and  hangit  and  the  Lordis  of 
his  Partie  put  in  Presoun. 

Ane  toung  greit  nobill  in  the  samin  quhile,  33,695 

Ewenus  hecht,  wes  lord  of  ane  grit  yle  ; 

Of  meit  and  drink  rycht  delicat  wes  fed, 

Baytli  warme  and  soft,  and  costlie  wes  his  bed ; 

He  said,  the  man  ane  fuill  wes  to  profes, 

Withoutin  neid  wald  tak  him   self  sic  stres,  33,700 

Or  sla  him  self  withoutin  ony   caus  ; 

Full  lychtlie  than  he  lett  of  all  tha  lawis. 

The  lordis  all  that   duelt  into  the   Ylis, 

He  tretit  thanie  with  mony  subtill  wylis, 

In  Ross,  in  Catnes,  and  in  Lochquhabria,  33,705 

In  Murraland,  and  mony  vtheris  ma, 

That  is  nocht  neidfull  at  this  tyme  to  tell, 

He  causit  thame  agane  the  king  rebell, 

And  disobey  his  lawis  and  coramandis  ; 

And  scliupe  also  on  him  for  to  la  handis,  33,710 

Decretit  wes  rycht  haistelie  and  sone, 

And  quyetlie  quhen  tyme  wes  oportune. 

Sone  efter  that  quhen  all  this  thing  wes  schawin 

To  Constantyne,  be  freindis  of  his  awin, 

Quhairfoir  rycht  sone,  or  that  the  word  sould       33,715 

spreid. 
With  greit  power  rycht  suddantlie  him  speid 

'  In  MS.  n-ith  aiie. 
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On  to  Ewone,  into  Lochquhabria, 

Quhair  that  Ewenus  in  the  castell  la, 

And  all  the  lordis  that  wer  of  his  band, 

In  company  than  reddj'-  at  command.  33,720 

This  kingis  cuming  wes  to  thame  vnknawin, 

So  secreit  "wes,  be  no  man  it  wes  schawin. 

Quhill  on  the  nycht,  unwittand  quhair  tha  la, 

He  set  ane  seig  about  the  houss  or  da, 

With  litill  force  the  houss  that  tyme  he  wan,      33,725 

And  tuke  thame  furth  that  wes  thairin  ilk  man. 

Syne  this  Ewenus  for  his  mekle  wrang, 

Vpone  ane  gallons  maid  him  thair  to  hang ; 

And  all  the  laif  that  war  thair  of  his  gard, 

He  put  ilkone  into  ane  sindrie  ward,  33,730 

Quhill  he  war  weill  aduysit  in  sic  thing, 

Of  thair  punitioun  and  thair  pane  condmg. 

For  this  rebell  he  fand  rycht  sone  remeid  ; 

Grit  stabilnes  syne  maid  in  euirilk  steid, 

And  put  his  kinrik  in  gude  peax  and  rest.  33,735 

Tranquillitie,  the  quhilk  no  tyme  will  lest, 

Wes  changit  sone  to  trubill  and  grit  wo, 

Within  schort  quhile  that  thame  wes  all  ago. 

How   THE   PeCHTIS  THAT     FLED     OUT    OF    InGLAND 

PURCHEST  Supple  fra  Gadanus,  King  of 
Denmark,  quha  send  his  Tua  Brether 
hungar  and  hubba  in  scotland  with  ane 

GREIT   ArMIE. 

In  Denmark  than  thair  wes  ane  rycht  riche  king,  Col.  2. 

Of  land,  lordschip,  gold,  siluer  and  all  thing  ;        33,740 

Ane  man  he  wes  of  grit  honour  and  fame, 

Gadanus  als  wes  callit  to  his  name. 

That  samin  tyme  the  Pechtis  les  and  moir, 

Out  of  Ingland  that  fled  had  of  befoir 

Into  Denmark,  thn  passit  to  the  king,  33.745 

Beseikand  him  of  his  gude  grace  bening. 
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That  he  wald  mak  thame  sum  help  and  supple 

Agane  the  Scottis  war  but  humanitie, 

Had  reft  fra  thame  thair  kiurik  and  thair  croun, 

And  put  thame  self  all  to  confusioun,  33,7o0 

AVithoutin  mercie  in  greit  misei-itie, 

Sen  tha  war  all  of  ane  genelogie, 

Cumd  of  ane  blude  richt  mony  da  ago. 

This  Gadauus,  qulien  he  liard  him  sa  so, 

His  tua  brether  of  grit  auctoritie,  33,755 

Hungar  and  Hubba,  into  thair  supple 

He  furneist  lies  thame  with  ane  navin  large, 

Of  carvell,  craik,  with  mony  bark  and  barge, 

And  threttie  thousand  in  thair  cumpany  ; 

Than  tuik  thair  leif  and  passit  to  the  se.  33,7co 

Lord  Eolus  maid  thame  no  stop  no  stryfe, 

Bot  with  grit  fauour  brocht  tliame  sone  in  Fyfe  ; 

Quhair  that  tha  set  thair  scliippis  to  ane  sand, 

Syne  with  thair  boittis  passit  all  to  land, 

Quhair  tha  la  still  als  lang  tyme  as  tha  list,         33,7C5 

With  grit  injure,  for  none  myclit  thame  resist. 

With  thame  that  tyme  so  greit  power  tha  had, 

That  all  the  folk  for  feirdnes  fra  thame  fled. 

That  pagane  pepill  that  war  wnbaptist, 

Rycht  grit  injure  did  to  the  kirk  of  Christ ;  33,770 

Of  preist  and  clerk,  and  men  of  religioun, 

Rycht  mony  than  tha  put  to  confusioun. 


ITOW    THE    KiRKMEN    FLED    INTO    THE  YlE    OF    MaY, 
AND   THAIIl    [wER]    MARTERIT     BUT    ReMEID   RE 

THE  Danis,    and    now   Ktnq    Constantyne 
co:iiE  to  Fyffe,  and   of  the  Stryfe  th.at 

FELL    AMANG    THE    ScOTTIR. 

Into  that  tyme   tlui  tuke  of  thame  sic  fray, 
Tha  fled  all  fast  into  the  Yle  of  May, 
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Within  the  se,  in  ane  religious  place ;  33,775 

Trowand  that  tyme  thair  to  get  girtli  and  grace, 
Greit  confluence  into  that  place  did  fle. 
Thir  cankerit  cut-throttis  of  crudelitie, 
Tha  followit  tharae  within  ane  litill  space 
Onto  the  yle,  syne  in  that  samin  place,  33,780 

For  Christis  saik  tha  sufferit  all  the  deid, 
And  marteris  maid  withoutin  ony  remeid. 
Of  quhome  the  names  remanis  in  memorie, 
Rycht  mony  ^it  as  I  find  in  my  storie  : 
Sanct  Audreane  of  maist  auctoritie,  33,785 

Of  Sanct  Androis  the  bischop  than  wes  he, 
And  Monanus  the  archidene  of  tlie  same, 
And  Glodanus  als  meik  as  ony  lam, 
Stobrandus  als  and  Gayws  wes  his  felr, 
And  mony  mo  I  can  nocht  tell  ^ow  heir.  33,790 

All  Scottis  men  tha  war  into  tha  dais, 
Gif  it  be  suith  heir  that  my  author  sais  ; 
Thairfoir  me  think  rycht  far  tha  do  bot  varie, 
That  sais  tha  Sanctis  come  furth  of  Hungarie  ; 
Quhair  euir  tha  come  tha  wer  rycht  halie  men,    33,795 
Efter  thair  deid  be  thair  miracles  we  ken. 
In  this  mater  I  will  no  moir  remane, 

Bot  to  my  storie   turne  1  will  agane.  Lib  lo  f  163 

This  Constantyne   efter   that   he  hard  tell,  Ccl.i 

How  that  thii"  freikis  furius  and  fell,  33,800 

Infemall  feindis,  fais  of  halie  kirk, 
Within  this  warld   so  wranguslie  did  wirk, 
Rycht  stoutlie  than,   but   ony   stop  or   stryfe, 
AVith  mony  freik  he  fuir  that   tyme  in  Fyffe  ; 
And  fand  the  Danis  syne  vpoun  ane  da,  33,805 

Into  ane  place  togidder  quhair  tha  la, 
On  euerilk  syde  vj^one  the  water  of  Levin ; 
Quhen  sic  ane  schour  discendit  fra  the  hevin, 
Quhilk  causit  hes  the  water  for  to  grow 
So  greit  that  tyme,  with  furdis   deip  and  how,    33,810 
VOL.  n.  F  F 
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That   nane   that    tyme   mycht    wyn    ouir   to   ane 

vther, 
Hungar  to  Hubba,  nor  Hubba  to  his  bruther. 
This  Constantyne,  with  grit  power  of  pryde. 
His  men  arrayit  on  this  samin  syde 
Quhair  Hubba  la,  and  gaif  him  feild  in  hy,  33^815 

Quhair  mony  beme  vpoun  his  bak  did  ly ; 
And  mony  burdoun  brokin  wes  betuene, 
And  mony  grume  la  granand  on  the  grene. 
The  doggit  Danis,  suppois  that  tha  war  dour, 
The  kene  Scottis  lies  maid  thame  law  to  lour,      33,820 
And    quit   thame    weill,  for    all    thair   bost   and 

schoir, 
Of  grit  injure  tha  did  in  Fyfe  befoir. 
Thocht  tha  war  bald  tha  mycht  no  langer  byde  ; 
Eycht  mony  than  fled  to  the  watter   syde 
For  to  pas  ouir,   syne  all  into  that  flume  33,825 

Tha  drownit  ilkone  becaus  tha  culd  nocht  swym. 
This  ilk  Hubba  that  culd  that  craft  perqueir, 
With  leg  and  armes  bayth  to  row  and  steir, 
Saiflie  he  swame  ouir  to  the  tother  syde, 
Quhair  Hungar  than  his  bruther  did  abyde ;  33,830 

Quhilk  of  his  cuming  that  tyme  wes  rycht  fane. 
To  Constantyne  now  will  I  turne  agane, 
The  quhilk  that  tyme  wes  blyth  as  ony  be, 
And  all  the  laif  so  prydefull  war  and  hie 
Of  victorie  that  tha  had  wyn  that  da,  33,835 

Trowand  no  moir,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Of  thame  agane  to  get  battell  or  feild. 
In  that  beleif  bayth  lad,  man  and  clieild, 
Tha  tuik  na  cuir  to  ordour  to  array, 
Bot  sang  and  drank  and  dansit  all  the  day.  33,840 

Siclyke  that  nicht,  quhill  on  the  tother  morne, 
"With  mony  blast  of  bugill  and  of  home, 
And  all  that  da  with  grit  glaidnes  and  glew, 
Dansit  and  sang,  and  mony  trumpet  blew  ; 
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Traistand  tliat  tyme  quhen  that  the  flude  war     33,845 

fa  win, 
Withoutin  straik  that  all  sould  be  thair  awin. 
Tha  socht  the  fische  rycht  far  befoir  the  net, 
Quhilk  causit  [thame]  the  les  gardone  to  get. 
About  Hiibba  and  his  bruther  Hungar, 
Amang  thame  self  discordit  than  rycht  far,  33,850 

As  tha  had  baith  that  tyme  bene  in  thair  handis  ; 
Sum  bad  bynd  and  liald  him  fast  in  bandis  ; 
And  vther  sum  bad  baith  [him]  hang  and  draw, 
Rycht  haistelie  for  ony  mannis  aw ; 
And  vther  sum  that  tyme  amang  the  lave,  33,855 

Wes  nocht  content  and  vther  counsall  gaive ; 
Sayand  forsuith,  that  ane  victour  suld  be 
Curtas  and  clement,  but  crudelitie  ; 
That  man  toldin  that  ma  nocht  stryke  agane. 
It  semis  nocht  that  sic  ane  suld  be  slane.  33,860 

And  tlius  tha  strave  about  [ane]  wnbocht  gait  ; 
Bot  other  wayis  it  hapnit  than,  God  wait. 

How  King  Constantyne  passit  ouir  the  Water 
OF  Levyn  aganis  Hungar  and  Hubba,  and 

MAID   FOR   BaTTELL. 

In  the  thrid  da  quhen  fallin  wes  the  flude. 

This  Constantyne,  with  all  his  multitude, 

In  gude  array  did  ouir  the  water  ryde.  33,8G5 

This  ilk  Hmigar  vpone  the  tother  syde 

Diuydit  hes  his  feildis  into  thre.  Coi.  2. 

To  this  Hubba  the  vangard  than  gaif  he : 

Ane  Inglisman  that  callit  wes  Branus, 

Quhilk  flemit  wes,  my  author  sais  thus,  33,870 

The  tother  wyng  vpone  the  forrar  syde, 

To  this  Branus  he  gaif  that  tyme  to  gyde  : 

And  all  the  Pechtis  that  war  levand  than. 

He  had  with  him  into  that  wyng  ilk  man. 

F  F  2 
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This  Constantyne  siclike  he  did  divyde  33,875 

In  thre  battellis  his  armie  in  that  tyde  : 

His  bruther  germane,  quhilk  that  Ethus  hecht, 

In  the  vangard  diuysit  him  to  fecht  : 

The  lord  of  Athole,  callit  wes  Dnncane, 

The  secund  wyng  with  mony  nobill  man  33,880 

He  gaif  to  him,  thair  governour  to  be, 

And  for  to  gyde  with  his  auctoritie. 

Ten  thousand  men,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

In  euerilk  wyng  thair  wes  that  samin  da  ; 

With  mony  wycht  men  that  waponis  weill  culd  33,885 

weild, 
Him  self  that  da  fauclit  in  the  midmest  feild. 


How   THE    SCOTTIS   WAR   AERAYIT,   AND     HOW    THE 
DaNIS   STUDE   TN   THAIR    SiCHT. 

Quhen  tha  war  all  array  it  sone  at  rycht. 

On  euerie  syde  standand  in  vtheris  sycht, 

The  Danis  all  thair  cot  armour  than  weir 

Of  lynnyng  clayth  that  tyme  aboue  thair  geir,     33,890 

New  and  clene,  als  quhit  as  ony  milk, 

War  sowit  all  and  brodin  with  reid  silk  : 

Agane  the  sone  castand  ane  plesand  lycht, 

Quhair  that  tha  stude  in  to  the  Scottis  syclit. 

How    Constantyne    confortit    his    Men,    and 

HUNGAR   ALSO    ON   THE   VTHER    SyDE. 

This  Constantyne,  with  greit  humanitie,  33,895 

On  to  his  men  into  that  tyme  said  he ; 

"  I  thank  ^ow  all  that  heir,  les  and  moir, 

"  Previt  so  weill  into  the  feild  befoir ; 

"  Standand  with  me  into  so  Strang  ane  stour, 

"  And  conquest  hes  sic  loving  and  honour.  33,900 
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"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "I  ^ow  beseik  ilkane, 

"  Tyne  nocht  the  honour  le  half  wyn  bigane, 

"  With  so  greit  laubour  and  so  greit  distres, 

"  In  fait  of  enrage  now  and  manlines, 

"  Beleve  te  weill  this  tyme  as  it  standis,  33,905 

"  The  victorie  is  gevin  in  oure  handis: 

"  Sen  it  is  sua  I  neid  nocht  sa  na  moir, 

"  Bot  euerilk  man  think  on  his  fame  and  gloir/' 

This  Hungar  als  vpoun  the  tother  syde, 

With  mony  standartis  waiffand  than  full  wyde,    33,910. 

And  mony  baner  brodin  war  full  bricht, 

And  mony  bugill  blawand  loude  on  hycht, 

His  men  instructit  in  the  samin  tyde, 

With  pensit  langage  full  of  hycht  and  pryde. 

"  Dreid   nocht,"   he  said,    "  to    me   it   is   weill     33,915 

knawin, 
"  All  Albione  rycht  sone  salbe  our  awin, 
"  With  gold  and  siluer,  and  all  vther  gude  ; 
"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  heir  schortlie  to  conclude, 
"  That  euerilk  man  amang  ws  the  leist  knave, 
"  Sail  half  sic  part  as  he  is  worth  to  haue ;         33,920 
"  And  he  this  tyme  that  is  nocht  worth  his  part, 
"  Traist  weill,"  he  said,  "  rycht  glaidlie  with  my 

hart, 
"  And  I  half  hap  of  him  maister  till  be, 
"  Withoutin  dume  of  my  handis  sail  de." 


How   THE    SCOTTIS    AND   DANIS   FAUCHT,   AND    THE 

SCOTTIS      FLED     AND     TYNT    THE    FeILD,     AND  Lib.  10,f.  163b. 

King  Constantyne  tane,  and   efter  slane      ^^^-  ^• 

BE  THE   DaNIS. 

The  Danis  all  befoir  thair  feildis  stude,  33,925 

With  cors-bowis  of  ballane  that  war  ffude, 
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Rycht  mony  gan^e  ouir  the  grene  leit  glyde. 

The  Scottis  bowmen  on  the  tother  syde, 

Bycht  big  and  bald,  with  mony  nobill  bow, 

And  stringis  stark  quhilk  war  of  rycht  teuch        33,930 

tow, 
The  fedderit  flanis  heidit  with  hard  steill, 
Within  than-  fleschis  rycht  far  tha  gart  thame  feiU. 
Syne  all  the  laue  that  waponis  docht  to  weild, 
With  so  greit  force  tha  enterit  in  the  feild, 
Quhill  all  the  scheildis  into  pecis  claue,  33,935 

And  birneis  brist,  and  ribbis  vnder  raue, 
And  mony  bowell  brist  out  on  the  grene ; 
Ane  scharpar  sembla  tit  wes  thair  neuer  sene. 
Into  that  stour  that  stalwart  wes  and  Strang, 
But  victorie  that  tyme  tha  faucht  rycht  lang  ;      33,940 
Quhill  at  the  last  it  hapnit  so  betyde, 
The  wyngis  bayth  vpone  the  Scottis  syde, 
Langar  to  byde  had  na  power  no  mycht ; 
Out  of  the  feild  thairfoir  tha  tuke  the  flycht. 
The  Danis  than,  it  hapnit  so  on  cace,  33,9-45 

Ane  fitt  schupe'  noclit  to  follow  on  the  chace ; 
Bot  bayth  the  wyngis  euerilk  man  and  cheild. 
Come  in  behynd  the  bak  of  the  mid  feild, 
Quhair  Constantyne  that  da  amang  thame  faucht. 
And  mony  rout  vpone  the  Scottis  raucht.  33,950 

And  quhen  tha  saw  thame  self  with  so  grit  schoir, 
So  vmbeset  behind  and  als  befoir, 
Tha  tuke  the  flycht,  for  tha  mycht  feclit  na  mair, 
And  fled  als  fast  as  fra  the  Imnd  dois  hair. 
Into  that  chace  thair  slane  wes  mony  ane,  33,955 

And  Constantyne  in  liandis  also  tane ; 
And  to  ane  coif  wes  had  into  that  tyde, 
Into  ane  craig  that  stude  be  the  se  syde. 
And  for  dispyte  into  that  samin  steid, 
With  ane  wod-ax  thair  tha  straik  of  his  heid.      33,960 
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Tlie  Blak  Cove  than  wes  callit,  I  hard  sa, 

The  Feindis  Coif  is  callit  now  this  da. 

This  was  the  deid  of  Constantyne  the  king, 

The  threttene  teir  quhilk  than  wes  of  his  ring. 

Ten  thousand  men  that  waponis  weill  ciild  33,965 

weild, 
Deit  that  da  of  Scottis  in  the  feild ; 
Far  ma  siclike  vpone  the  tother  syde, 
La  deid  that  da  with  mony  woundis  wyde. 


How    Ethus    wes   crownit    King    efter    the 
Deith    of    King    Constantyne    in    Scone, 

AND   of   his   SwYFTNES,   AND   HOW  THE   DANIS 

WAN    Fyffe    and    sindrie    vther    Landis, 

AND     SLEW    OsBRET     AND     ElLA    AND     SINDRIE 
VTHER  NOBILLIS   OF  InGLAND   FOR  THE   FaITH. 

The  Scottis  lordis  than  suddantlie  and  sone, 

With  this  Ethus  tha  passit  all  to  Scone  ;  33,970 

And  with  consent  of  all  wes  thair  ilkane, 

Tha  crownit  him  vpone  the  marbell  stane. 

This  ilk  Ethus,  bot  gif  my  author  lie, 

Als  swift  of  fit  as  ony  hors  wes  he ; 

For  speid  wald  tak  ane  hart  agane  the  bra,  33,975 

Als  swyft  he  wes  as  ony  hair  or  ra. 

Of  him  ane  quhile  now  will  I  heir  remane, 

And  to  the  Danis  turne  I  will  agane. 

Quhen  tha  had  tane  all  Fyfe  than  at  thair  will, 

But  ony  stop  or  tit  ganestand  thairtill,  33,980 

To  Loutheane  tlia  passit  syne  rycht  sone, 

And  as  in  Fyfe  siclike  thair  liaif  tha  done  ; 

Tha  left  na  leid  thair  levand  vpone  lyfe  CoL  2. 

Than,  toung  or  aid,  other  man  or  wyfe, 

Clerk  or  preist,  amang  thame  that  tha  fand ;        33,985 

Syne  passit  south  wart  to  Northumberland, 
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Osbret  and  Ella  baith  in  battellis  slew, 

Of  qulionie  befoir  bot  schort  quliile  heir  I  schew ; 

And  king  Edward  of  SufFok  that  wes  king, 

And  Northfolk  als  he  had  at  his  gyding  ;  33,990 

Ane  faythfull  man  and  richt  famous  wes  he, 

And  for  the  faith  refusit  nocht  to  de  ; 

Rycht  constantlie,  as  ane  gude  Cristin  man, 

For  Christis  saike  ane  martyre  wes  maid  than. 


How  Elarud  that  succeidit  King  of  Suffok 
slew  baith  hungar  and  hubba,  and  of 
Ethus  King,  and  his  vicius  Lyfe  and 
Ending. 

Syne  Elarud  of  Suftbk  that  wes  king,  33,995 

That  efter  him  succedit  to  his  ring, 

Agane  Hungar  he  straik  rycht  mony  feild, 

Quhair  he  and  Hubba  bayth  that  tyme  wer  keild. 

Lang  efter  that  this  gude  king  Elarud, 

In  dalie  battell  with  the  Uanis  stude,  3'l,ooo 

As  efterwart  I  think,  with  Godis  grace. 

To  schaw  to  low  quhen  I  half  tyme  and  space. 

Thairfoir  I  will  tell  no  moir  of  this  thing, 

Bot  turne  agane  vnto  Ethus  the  king, 

Quhilk  fra  his  father  wes  degenerit  far.  34,005 

In  Albione  that  tyme  wes  nocht  ane  war 

Of  sleuth,  and  sueirnes,  and  gulositie, 

Without  curage  or  animositie ; 

In  harlatrie  he  had  ryclit  grit  delyte, 

And  in  huredome  with  beistlie  appetyte,  34,010 

That  he  ouirsaw  the  honour  of  his  rine-. 

The  commoun  weill  neglectit  in  all  thinc:< 

For  no  persuasioun  the  lordis  culd  mak, 

No  cuir  or  travell  he  wald  on  him  tak; 
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Bofc  eit'  and  drank,  and  fiUit  his  bellie  fow,         34,015 

All  nycht  with  huiris  syne  sleip[it]  lyke  ane  sow. 

The  lordis  seand  him  sa  obstinat, 

Amang  thame  self  ane  quiet  counsall  set, 

Decretit  syne  for  finall  conclusioun, 

Him  to  depryve  bayth  of  kinrik  and  croun  ;         34,020 

For  Weill  tha  wist  [that]  he  wald  neuir  mend. 

Syne  suddantlie,  or  that  sic  thing  wes  kend, 

Tha  tuke  himself  and  put  in  presoun  Strang  ; 

Syne  all  his  gard  on  ane  gallons  gart  hang, 

And  set  ane  da  to  cheis  ane  vther  king.  34,025 

This  ilk  Ethus  quhen  that  he  knew  that  thing, 

On  the  thrid  da,  for  verrie  tene  and  wo, 

His  hart  than  brak  and  bristit  into  tuo  ; 

Quhilk  of  his  ring  that  wes  the  secund  ^eir, 

He  maid  sick  end  as  I   haif  [tald]   tow  heir.       34,030 

How  Gregorius  was  crownit  King  in  Scone 
EFTER  Ethus,  quho  maid  mony  vertuous 
Act  for  the  Commoun  Weill  and  Kirk- 
men. 

Gregorius,  quhilk  wes  ane  man  of  gude, 

Ane  greit  nobill  and  of  the  royall  blude, 

The  sone  he  wes  of  Dongallus  the  king, 

Befoir  Alpyne  into  his  tyme  did  ring. 

With  haill  consent  of  euerie  lord  ilkane,  34,035 

Wes  crownit  king  vpone  the  marbell  stane. 

Baith  loung  and  aid  in  him  had  gude  beleif. 

So  wyiss  he  wes  in  nothing  for  to  preif 

In  cumpany  plesand  and  amiabill,  Lib.io,  f.i64. 

In  word  and  werk  honest  and  honorabill,  34,040      ^°^'  ^' 

Laulie  and  meik  and  of  consall  rycht  gude ; 

Justice,  temperance,  prudence  and  fortitude, 

•  In  MS.  eik. 
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Thir  hie  virtuus  callit  are  cardinall, 

Fixt  rycht  fast  in  him  wer  foundit  all. 

Wnsufficient  I  am  for  till  discryve  34,045 

His  nobilnes  and  eik  his  halie  lyve, 

His  wit,  his  wisdome,  and  his  hie  prudence, 

His  travell,  laubour,  and  his  diligence, 

And  so  greit  cuir  as  he  vpone  him  tuke. 

In  wynd  and  weit  richt  mony  nycht  he  woik,      34,050 

For  cald  and  hungar  that  tyme  sparit  nocht, 

Quhill  he  all  Scotland  to  gude  rest  lies  broclit ; 

As  efterwart,  quha  lykis  for  to  knaw, 

Tak  tent  to  me  as  I  sail  to  low  schaw. 

Quhen  he  in  Scone  resauit  had  the  croun,  34,055 

With  all  his  lordis  fuir  on  to  Forfar  toun ; 

Quhair  he  that  toun  in  ane  consall  gart  mak. 

For  commoun  weill  and  justice,  mony  act. 

And  in  the  first,  that  kirkmen  suld  nocht  be 

No  way  subjectit  to   secularitie ;  34,060 

That  no  secular  suld  haif  power  to  caw 

Ane  preist  or  clerk  befoir  him  to  thole  law, 

Or  ony  actioun  to  the  kirk  belangit ; 

And  he  did  so  the  kirk  rycht  far  war  wrangit. 

Also  the  prelattis  suld  nocht  stoppit  be  34,065 

To  vse  thair  law  and  tliair  auctoritie  ; 

Quhat  euir  it  war,  no  way  that  tha  sould  want  it, 

As  priuiledge  to  thame  befoir  wes  grantit. 

The  secund  wes,  that  euerilk  king  suld  sueir 

At  his  crowning,  quhill  he  mycht  armour  weir,    34,070 

The  priuiledge  of  kirk  he  sould  defend. 

And  kirkmen  als  vnto  his  lyvis  end. 

And  mony  mo  that  I  haif  nocht  perqueir. 

He  maid  that  tyme  that  I  can  nocht  tell  heir. 
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How  King  Gregoure  with  his  Power  passit 
IN   Fyffe,  and  thairefter  in  Loutheane 

AND    OTHER    PARTIS,    AND    PLANTIT    AND   PLE- 
NEIST  AS   HE   PASSIT. 

Qulien  this  wes  done,  without  ganestand  or  34,075 

stryfe, 
With  all  his  power  passit  on  to  Fyffe, 
Quhair  that  the  Pechtis  War  remanand  than, 
Bayth  les  and  mair   that  war  levand  ilk  man. 
The  quhilk  the  Danis  had  possessit  thoir, 
As  I  schew  heir  hot  schort  quhile  of  befoir.         34,080 
Quhilk  of  his  cuming  wes  so  soir  adred, 
Ilkane  ouir  Forth  rycht  far  awa  tha  fled. 
This  Gregour  than,  without  ony  ganestand, 
K,ycht  peceablie  gart  pleneis  all  that  land, 
Ouir  all  the  partis  that  war  in  the  north  ;  34,085 

Syne  with  his  power  passit  hes  ouir  Forth 
In  Loutheane  quhair  he  had  done  siclyke, 
Wes  nane  sa  stout  agane  him  thair  did  stryke  ; 
And  all  the  strent[h]is  that  war  in  that  land. 
Part  on  force  and  part  without  ganestand,  34,090 

He  tuke  that  tyme  at  his  plesour  and  will. 
Syne  forder  mair  his  purpois  to  fulfill, 
He  fuir  ay  furth  quhill  that  he  come  to  Tueid. 
The  Danis  all  of  him  tha  had  sic  dreid. 
By  Tuedis  mouth  with  ane  grit  armie  la,  34,095 

Of  Dayne  and  Pecht  rycht  mony  that  same  da, 
Tha  thocht  that  tyme  to  gif  this  Gregour  feild. 
Sone  efterwart,  quhen  tha  saw  and  beheild 
His  multitude  and  ordenance  sa  gude. 
And  als  rycht  weill  tha  knew  and  wnderstude     34,ioo 
The  Inglismen  siclike  as  he  also. 
Saw  tha  thair  tyme,  siclike  suld  be  thair  fo, 
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Col,  2.       And  for  that  cans  as  than  tha  wald  noclit  fecht. 
The  men  of  gude  that  tyme  bayth  Deyne  and 

Pecht, 
On  to  the  castell  of  Beruik  is  gone,  34,105 

And  to  the  toun  into  the  tyme  ilkone, 
Thair  to  remane  quhair  tha  war  out  of  dreid ; 
Syne  all  the  laue  that  nycht  passit  ouir  Tueid. 

How  King  Gregoure  seigit  Beruik  and  wan 

IT,  AND   SLEW   THE   DaNIS    AND   PeCHTIS   THAT 
WAR   THAIRIN,   AND    THA    THAT    WAR  WITHOUT 

FLED  TO  Northumberland. 

This  king  Gregoure,  herand  how  tha  had  done, 

Vnto  Berwick  he  sped  him  than  rycht  sone  ;         34,110 

Syne  laid  ane  seig  witlioutin  ony  ho, 

About  the  castell  and  the  toun  also. 

The  Inglismen  thairof  wes  blyth  and  glaid ; 

Amang  thame  self  ilkane  to  other  said, 

Rycht  quietlie  that  tyme  that  it  wes  spokin,        34,115 

Of  tha  fals  Danis  tha  sould  be  rycht  weill  wrokin; 

Tha  maid  ane  vow  without  ony  demandis, 

Tha  suld  put  thame  all  in  the  Scottis  handis. 

The  Inglismen  that  tyme  that  war  thairin, 

Of  euerilk  port  tha  knew  full  weill  the  gyn  ;       34,120 

And  on  the  nycht  tha  opnit  thame    ilkone, 

Quhair  that  the  Scottis  mony  ar  in  gone, 

And  in  thair  beddis  sleipand  quhair  tha  la, 

Baitli  toun  and  castell  tuik  rycht  lang  or  da. 

Syne  on  the  morne,  qulien  that  the  da  wes  34,126 

lycht, 
This  king  Gregoure,  as  ressone  wald  and  rycht, 
Thir  Inglismen  he  gaif  thame  at  thair  will, 
Gif  plesit  thame  into  that  place  byde  still. 
Or  quhair  tha  plesit  with  riches  and  gude. 
With  haill  consent  of  all  that  multitude.  34,130 
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The  Danis  than  and  Pechtis  les  and  moir, 

Siclike  reward  as  thair  awin  self  befoir 

Gaif  Constantene,  quhen  tha  straik  of  his  heid, 

Tha  gat  that  tyme  without  ony  remeid. 

The  laif  of  thame  war  Hand  beyond  Tueid,  34,135 

Quhen  tha  hard  that  tha  tuke  sic  terrour  and  dreid, 

As  ony  spark  out  of  ane  fyrie  brand, 

Tha  fled  als  fast  all  to  Northumberland 

To  Heirduntius  that  tyme  quhair  that  he  la, 

The  grittist  Dayne  amang  thame  all  that  da.        34,140 

This  Heirduntus  to  him  quhen  this  wes  tald, 

Lyke  ony  lyoun  he  wes  als  brym  and  bald ; 

And  mony  aith  into  the  tyme  he  swoir, 

And  his  dais  doucht  langar  to  induir, 

Within  schort  quhile,  for  that  lak  he  had  tone,    34,145 

That  neuir  Scot  intill  all  Albione, 

Than  gude  or  ill,  other  man  or  wyfe, 

^oung  or  aid,  be  left  levand  on  lyfe ; 

And  all  the  laif  thair  hartis  wer  so  hie. 

That  samin  tyme  tha  swoir  siclike  as  he.  34,150 

How  King  Gregoure  passit  to  Northumber- 
land AND  FAUCHT  WITH  HeIRDUNTUS,  QUHA 
TYNT     THE    FeILD    AND     FLED,     QUHAIR  MONY 

Danis  war  slane. 

This  king  Gregoure  with  power  les  and  moir, 

Quhen  he  had  done  as  I  haif  said  befoir, 

He  passit  furth  onto  Northumberland, 

Traistand  thairin  for  to  get  no  demand, 

Quhilk  waistit  wes  all  with  the  Danis  weir,         34,155 

Withoutin  men  or  ony  vther  geir  ; 

Quharthrow  he  had  ane  grit  presumptioun,  Lib.io,  f.iG4b. 

That  land  alhaill  to  subdew  to  his  croun.  Col.  1. 

Withoutin  stop  that  tyme  or  ony  cummer, 

He  passit  furth  neir  to  the  water  of  Humber,      34,160 
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Qiiliair  tliis  Heirduntus  at  tLe  samin  da, 

With  ane  greit  armie  neirhand  by  he  la. 

Sone  efter  syue,  with  haill  power  and  mycht, 

Ilkane  of  vther  cuming  is  in  sicht, 

With  mony  wycht  men  wapoiiis  weill  culd  weild,  34,165 

In  gude  ordour  evin  reddie  for  the  feild. 

With  sic  desyre  of  battell  and  of  blude, 

Of  Scottis  than  wer  all  that  multitude, 

In  to  thair  mynd  remanit  ^it  full  soir, 

Thair  faderis  deidis  schort  quhile  of  befoir,  34,170 

Thair  wes  no  neid  that  tyme  thame  to  exhort ; 

Deliuerit  wes  all  in  thair  mynd  richt  schort, 

Thair  fatheris  deid  than  siild  revengit  be. 

Or  in  that  battell  all  that  da  to  die. 

Syne  with  ane  cry  tha  enterit  and  ane  schout,     34,175 

Quhill  all  the  erth  trimlit  neirby  about ; 

So  dourlie  than  ilkane  at  other  dang, 

Quhill  all  the  rochis  with  thair  reirding  rang  ; 

Thair  speiris  scharp  that  war  bayth  grit  and  lang, 

Aboue  thair  heid  in  spaillis  all  tha  sprang  ;  34,180 

The  scheildis  crakit  and  in  schunder  claw^e, 

Breistplait  and  birny  all  in  pecis  rawe  ; 

Helmes  war  hewin  and  liakkit  all  in  sunder, 

Bayth  heid  and  hals  siclike  that  tyme  wer  vnder; 

Quhill  breistis  brist  and  bokkit  out  of  blude,         34,185 

Into  that  stour  so  stalwartlie  tha  stude. 

The  Danis  thoclit  grit  lak  and  schame  to  fle, 

The  quhilk  befoir  that  vowit  had  so  hie. 

The  Scottis  faucht  with  diligence  and  cuir, 

To  be  revengit  of  the  greit  injure  34,190 

Wes  done  to  thame  bot  schor[t]  quhile  of  befoir, 

Quhilk  in  thair  mynd  remanit  than  full  soir. 

And  for  that  cans  the  moir  stoutlie  tha  stude, 

The  langar  ay  with  moir  desir  of  blude  ; 

And  in  sic  wodnes  than  tha  wox  so  wycht,  34,195 

Langer  to  byde  the  Danis  had  no  myclit. 


CRONICLIS   OF   SCOTLAND.  463 

Bot  fled  rycht  fast  to  mony  sindrie  place. 
The  Scottis  foUowit  so  fast  on  the  chace, 
Effcer  the  Danis  quhair  tha  gat  no  beild, 
And  slew  for  ma  nor  wes  slane  in  the  feild.  31,200 

This  Heirduntus,  with  grit  laubour  and  pane, 
Vpone  the  mome  gatherit  his  men  agane, 
Of  quhome  and  mo  the  maist  part  than  wer  keild 
The  nycht  befoir  into  the  samin  feild. 
And  quhen  he  saw  his  power  wes  so  small,  34,205 

For  gi-eit  perrell  efter  that  mycht  befall, 
To  Rasenus  tuke  purpois  for  to  pas, 
With  ane  armie  far  south  in  Ingland  wes. 
This  Rasenus  he  wes  most  principall, 
Tha[t]  tyme  in  Ingland  of  the  Danis  all.  34,210 

And  as  he  wes  syne  passand  furth  the  way, 
He  met  ane  man  vpone  the  secund  day, 
Quhilk  him  that  tyme  rycht  hastie  tydenis  schew 
Of  this  Rasenus,  laitlie  of  the  new. 
And  Alarud  of  Suffolk  that  wes  king,  34,215 

Quhome  of  befoir  I  schew  to  tow  sum  thing. 
With  all  thair  power  met  vpoim  ane  plane. 
In  that  same  feild  this  Rasenus  wes  slane. 
And  all  the  laif  that  tyme  put  to  the  war. 
Out  of  that  feld  than  chaissit  wes  rycht  far,  34,220 

Vp  and  doun  to  mony  sindrie  place. 
And  rycht  greit  slauch[t]er  maid  wes  in  the  chace. 
Rasenus  heid,  for  scorne  and  greit  despyte, 
Buir  on  ane  speir  to  Lmidoun  toun  syne  tyte : 
Syne  on  ane  port  tha  set  it  vp  rycht  hie,  34,225 

Quhair  that  it  standis  on  ^  lit  still  to  se. 

Quhen  thir  tydenis  wer  to  Heirduntus  tald,  Col.  2. 

Suppois  he  wes  baith  bellicois  and  bald, 
Wes  so  affrayit  of  that  hastie  fray, 
Ane   word   that   tyme  he  wist   noclit   quhat  to     34,230 
say. 

'  In  MS.  stone. 
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Vpone  ane  feild  ane  litill  fia  ane  toun, 
He  plantit  tliair  than  all  his  palteonis  doun  ; 
And  thair  he  baid  and  doun  his  tentis  set, 
Quhill  efterwart  new  tydenis  for  to  get. 


How   King   Gregoure  partit  the  Spul^e  and 

RESSAUIT     THE    StRENTHIS,     AND     PASSIT     BAK 

TO  Berwick  agane. 

This  ilk  Gregoure,  of  quhome  I  spak  befoir,  34,235 

Distribut  hes  to  all  man  les  and  raoir, 

Thair  all  the  spuke  in  the  feild  tha  wan, 

Rycht  equalie  to  euerie  lad  and  man ; 

That  euerilk  man  rycht  glaidlie  with  his  hart, 

Into  that  tyme  wes  plesit  of  his  part,  34,240 

This  beand  done,  withoutin  moir  demand, 

The  strenthis  all  war  in  Northumberland, 

Ressauit  hes  at  his  plesour  and  will, 

And  all  the  laif  he  leit  remane  thair  still, 

For  small  tribute  leirlie  to  him  to  pa.  34,245 

Syne  all  the  laif,  quhen  that  he  had  done  sua. 

And  maid  gude  reule  in  all  part  vp  and  doun, 

Bakwart  agane  he  come  to  Berwick  toun, 

Gaif  all  men  leif  for  to  pas  hame  thair  wa. 

Syne  in  that  toun  all  wynter  ouir  he  la,  34,250 

And  mony  lord  into  his  cumpany, 

Quhill  all  wynter  wes  passit  and  gone  by. 


How  Gregoure  gatiierit  agane  ane  greit 
Power  to  pas  vpone  the  Britis,  and  of 
ane  Herald  send  be  thame,  and  how  the 
Scottis  gat  thair  Land  agane. 

In  symmer  syne  he  gatherit  sone  agane 
Ane  grit  power  and  passit  to  the     lane. 
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Agane  to  conqneis,  as  my  author  wrytis,  34,255 

The  Landis  all  war  haldiu  be  the  Britis. 

Of  lenth  and  breid  tha  samin  landis  tha[t]  la 

Fra  Stirling  brigg  evin  south  to  Sulwa, 

The  Seottis  landis  lang  and  mony  teir, 

War  all  befou'  as  te  lour  self  mycht  heir.  34,200 

Quhen  that  the  Britis  wnderstude  and  knew 

So  scharplie  than  he  schupe  thame  to  persew, 

And  of  his  loving  als  hard  tell,  and  gloir 

And  victorie  that  he  had  wyn  befoir ; 

Als  in  the  tyme  perfitlie  weill  tha  wist,  34,265 

Tha  had  no  strenth  his  power  to  resist, 

The  Danis  had  thame  so  ouirset  befoir. 

And  for  that  causs  his  help  than  till  imploir. 

And  als  that  tyme  to  satislie  his  will, 

Rycht  hastelie  ane  herald  send  him  till ;  34,270 

With  commendation e  huralie  fra  thair  hart, 

Beseikand  him  that  he  wald  tak  thair  part 

Agane  the  Danis  had  thame  sa  ouirthrawin, 

And  all  the  landis  that  sould  be  his  awin 

At  his  plesour,  and  als  all  vther  thing,  34,275 

Into  his  handis  glaidlie  sould  resing, 

Tliat  samin  tyme  but  ony  stop  or  stryfe  : 

Than  all  the  Britis  euerie  man  and  wyfe, 

That  duelland  war  that  tyme  into  that  land, 

Tha  suld  remove  but  stop  or  tit  ganestand.  34,280 

Quhairof  this  Gregoure  wes  rycht  weill  content, 

And  sone  thairtill  that  tyme  gaif  his  consent  ; 

So  did  the  laif  without  ony  demand  ; 

Off  that  conditioun  bund  wes  thair  that  band.  Lib.  10,  f.  165, 

Quhairof  that  tyme  ilk  partie  wes  rycht  fane,       34,285  ^' 

The  Scoltis  als  eat  all  thair  land  agfane. 

In  Albione  than  wes  gude  peax  and  rest, 

Bot  rycht  schort  quhile  tha  leit  it  rax  or  lest. 
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How    CONSTANTYNE,     KiNG    OF    BrITIS,     EFTER   HIS 

Fader  deit,   come  in   Scotland  with   ane 
Armie  in   Annand,    and    how   King   Gre- 

GOURE  met   him   AT   LOCHMABEN. 

The  king  of  Britis,  with  Giegour  maid  this  band, 

Departit  efter  sone  I  wnderstand,  3i,290 

And  Constantyne,  efter  he  wes  deid, 

His  sone  wes  crownit  in  his  fatheris  steid. 

This  Constantyne  vnconstant  in  all  thing, 

Quhen  that  he  knew  how  Alariid  the  king 

Than  vincust  had  the  Danis  euerilkone,  34,295 

So  lang  befoir  had  vexit  Albione, 

Thair  he  forthocht  in  his  mynd  rycht  soir, 

That  tha  gaif  ouir  the  landis  of  befoir 

To  this  Gregoure,  as  te  haif  hard  me  sa  ; 

And  for  that  cans  sone  efter  on  ane  da,  34,300 

With  all  his  power,  but  stop  or  ganestand. 

He  enterit  sone  into  Vallis  of  Annand, 

And  suddanelie  he  raisit  fyre  and  blude. 

This  king  Gregoure  quhen  he  hard  how  it  stude, 

Da  na  nycht   that  tyme  he  tareit  nocht ;  34,305 

With  waill  greit  power  southwert  ay  he  socht. 

This  Constantyne  that  samin  tyme  send  he 

To  Alarude  for  his  help  and  supple, 

The  quhilk  that  tyme  he  did  him  sone  deny. 

As  it  wes  said,  for  that  same  cans  and  quhy        34,310 

He  louit  Gregour  rycht  Weill  with  his  hart, 

Agane  the  Danis  tuke  so  stout  ane  part. 

This  Constantyne,  his  ansuer  quhen  h  eknew, 

That  he  had  done  begouth  rycht  soir  to  rew  ; 

Of  king  Gregour  that  tyme  wes  so  adred  34,315 

With  all  the  spulie  liame  agane  he  sped, 

Quhen  he  hard  tell  king  Gregour  wes  cumand. 

This '  ilk  Gregour  in  Valis  of  Annand, 

'  Id  MS.  The. 
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Quhair  he  proponit  for  to  pas  his  wa, 

Besyde  Lochmaben   met  him  that  same  da.  34,320 


How  King  Gregoure  gaif  King  Constantyne 
Feild,   and    slew  him  with  mony  Britis, 

AND      how      HaRBERT       HIS       BruTHER      WES 

crownit  King  of  Britis  efter  him,  and 
OF  ane  Herald  send  to  King  Gregoure 
BE  Harbertus  than  King  of  Britis. 

And  suddantlie   this  Gregour  gaif  him  feild, 

And  knappit  on  quhill  mony  ane  wes  keild. 

Ryeht  mony  Brit  wes  laid  vpone  thair  bak, 

And  mony  burdoun  on  thair  banis  brak  ; 

Full  mony  one  rycht  cald  wnder  his  scheild,         34,325 

That  samin  da  la  deid  into  the  feild. 

The  Britis  bald,  for  all  thair  pomp  and  pryde, 

Into  that  battell  myclit  no  langar  byde. 

This  Constantyne  thair  king,  that  maid  the  trane, 

That  samin  da  into  the  feild  wes   slane. 

And  the  tane  half  and  far  mair  of  his  oist, 

Into  that  feild  siclike  that  da  wes  lost. 

The  lane  rycht  sone  wes  syne  put  to  the  war, 

Out  of  the  feild  syne  chaissit  wes  rycht  far. 

The  Scottis  syne  quhilk  foUowit  on  the  chace,      34,335 

Quhair  tha  ouirtuik  thame  into  ony  place.  Col.  2. 

Without  fauour  thair,  as  thair  mortall  fa, 

Scharpe  swordis  than  thair  ransone  tha  gart  pa. 

Quhen  that  the  Britis  knew  thame  self  so  war 

Of  power  brokin,  and  of  strenth  rycht  far,  34,340 

Thair  king  and  lordis  slane  war  in  the  feild, 

Of  all  the  laue  the  most  part  all  war  keild  ; 

Also  tha  knew  that  tyme  in  Albione, 

Freindis  rycht  few  as  than  tha  had  or  none ; 

And  for  that  cans  this  Constantinus  bruther,         34,345 

Harbert  to  name,  wysast  of  ony  vther, 

G  G  2 
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That  samin  tyine,  as  that  my  authoi'   writis, 

With  haill  consent  wes  crownit  king  of  Britis. 

To  king  Gregoure  ane  herald  sone  send  he, 

Beseikand  him  of  his  hie  majestie,  34,350 

With  what  conditioun  he  plesit  to  mak, 

Trewis  that  tjme  betuix  thame  for  to  tak. 

Sayand   also,  that  he  forthocht  full  soir 

Of  the  grit  wrang  wes  done  to  him  befoir, 

And  said  the  wyit  wes  all  into  his  bruther,  34,355 

He  wist  rycht  weill,  that  tyme  and  in  na  vther. 

He  had  the  wyit  and  gottin  als  the  war, 

And  for  his  fait  wes  puneist  than  rycht  far. 

Thairfoir,  he  said,  sen  Constantyne  is  deid. 

And  all  his  malice  passit  wes  and  feid,  34,3go 

Beseikand  him  of  his  gude  grace  so   hie, 

For  peice  and  rest,   and  lat  all  weiris  be. 

How  King  Gregoure  gaif  Ansuer  to  the  Britis 
Herald. 

King  Gregoure  sic  ansuer  maid  agane  : 

"  Forsuith,"  he  said,   "  we  haif  considderit  plane 

"  ^our  greit  jftilsheid  and  infidelitie,  31,365 

"  ^our  variance  and  instabilitie  ; 

"  As  it  hes  previt  rycht  weill  of  beforne, 

"  ^e  se[t]  nocht  by  how  oft  le  be  mensworne  ; 

"  Ze  haif  no  fayth,  than  how  suld  le  be  leill 

"  For  band  or  aith,  for  oblissing  or  seill,  34,370 

"  On  buke  and  bauchill  so  oft  is  mensworne  ? 

"  Qiihairfoir,"  he  said,   "  tour  lautie  ^  is  forlonie  ; 

"  Of  me,"  he  said,   "no  peax  now  sail  le  have, 

"  Thocht  ye  that  ilk  list  neuir  so  weill  to  crave, 

"  Without,"  he  said,   "  ^e  resing  in  my  hand         34,375 

"  All  Vmbria  and  also  Westmureland, 

"  To  occupie  at  my  plesour  and  will, 

*•'  And  all  the  strenthis  siclike  thair  intill, 
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''  Or  than/'  he  said,  "  I  will  nocht  with  ^ow  deill. 

"  And  als,  quhairwith  to  cans  ^ow  to  be  leill,     34,380 

"  Sextie  toung  lordis  for  pledgis  I  will  haue, 

"  Nocht  ellis  now  I  list  at  tow  to  craue. 

''  And  gif  16  think  that  sic  thing  can  nocht  be, 

"  In  tyme  to  cum  send  nocht  agane  to  me ; 

"  For  and  ^e  do,  dreid  les  le  sail  bair  blame."    34,385 

With  this  ansuer  the  herald  passit  hame  ; 

Befoir  thame  all  schew  his  deliuerance, 

Ilk  word  be  word  with  all  the  circumstance. 

Quhairof  the  Britis  abasit  wes  rycht  far, 

^it  neuirtheles  for  dreid  efter  of  war,  34,390 

So  Weill  tha  wist,  and  Scottis  wer  thair  fa, 

In  Albione  no  vther  freind  haif  tha ; 

And  als  thairwith,  thair  power  wes  so  small, 

Or  dreid  on  force  tha  war  maid  bondis  all. 

And  brocht  rycht  sone  on  to  ane  lawar  stait,      34,395 

Thairfoir  that  tyme  tha  wald  mak  na  debait. 

All  his  desyre  than  haif  tha  grantit  till, 

Quhat  euir  it  wes  rycht  hartlie  with  gude  will. 

Off  the  Band  maid  betuix  King  GREGOURELib.io.f.iesb. 
AND  Harbart,  King  of  Britis,  and  of  ane  ^°^'  ^• 
Messinger  send  fra  Alarude,  King  of 
SuFFOK,  TO  King  Gregour,  and  of  his 
Ansuer  ;  and  how  the  Ireland  Men  come 
in  Gallowa,  and  off  King  Gregoris  pass- 
ing IN  Ireland,  and  of  his  Vassalage 
and  Victorie  wyn  thair. 

In  that  conditioun  bund  wes  in  that  band 
Westmaria  and  also  Cumberland  ;  34,400 

Baitli  toun  and  touris  with  thair  pledgis  ting, 
Deliuerit  war  to  gude  Gregour  the  king. 
Syne  the  Britis  that  duelt  into  that  land, 
Gart  thame  remoif  without  ony  demand, 
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Baitb  ioung  and  aid  into  that  tyme  ilkone,.  34,406 

Syne  all  togidder  to  the  Walls  ar  gone. 

The  Scottis  syne  in  thair  saittis  sat  doun, 

With  pece  and  rest  that  tyme  in  euirilk  toun. 

This  king  Gregour,  syne  efter  on  ane  da, 

To  Carraccone  he  tuke  the  reddy  wa,  34,410 

Quhair  he  remanit  for  ane  weill  lang  space. 

The  samin  tyme  that  he  wes  in  that  place, 

Fra  Alarud  thair  come  ane  niessinger, 

Quhilk  said  to  him  as  I  sail  sa  tow  heir  : 

O  king  and  conquerour,  of  hie  majestie  !  34,415 

King  Alarud  rycht  gudlie  gretis  the. 
Lattand  the  wit,  0  thow  Gregour ! "  he  said. 
Of  thi  weilfair  he  is  rycht  blyth  and  glaid  ; 
And  bad  me  sa,  als  far  as  he  lies  feill. 
Of  Constantyne  the  deid  thow  lies  quit  weill.  34,420 
Rycht  grittiuslie  also  he  thankis  the 
Of  supportatioun,  help  and  grit  supple, 
Thow  hes  maid  him  agane  his  mortall  fo, 
Heirdunt  that  Dayne,  and  mony  vther  mo, 
Victoriuslie  he[s]  wyn  thame  all  in  feild,  34,425 

'  And  mony  thousand  of  thair  men  hes  keild  : 
'  Thair  wes  no  travell  that  iiiycht  gar  the  tyre. 
'  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  tliis  is  his  most  desj-re, 
'  With  the  to  mak  ane  colleg  and  ane  band, 
'  In  vnitie  and  concord  for  to  stand  34,430 

'  Into  all  tyme,  with  glaid  myndis  and  hart, 
'  And  euerilkone  for  to  tak  vtheris  part 
'  Aganis  the  Daiiis  ar  oure  commoun  fo. 
'  Gif  plesis  the,"  he  said,  "for  to  do  so, 
'  Northumberland  and  als  Westmaria,  34,436 

In  peax  and  rest,  and  also  Cumbria, 
In  beretage  for  euir  to  be  thi  awin, 
But  ony  clame  of  ony  vnouirthrawin." 
This  king  Gregour,  the  quhilk  Avald  nocht  deny, 
To  his  desyre  consentit  suddantly,  34,440 
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Syne  maid  tliat  band  with  letters  selit  braid. 

With  thir  conditionis  than  that  band  wes  maid  : 

In  heretage  than  that  this  ilk  Gregoir 

Suld  bruik  that  land,  as  said  is  of  befoir  ; 

And  gif  the  Daynis  cum  into  Ingland,  34,445 

This  ilk  Gregour  witlioiitin  nioir  demand, 

With  all  the  power  he  mycht  gudlie  be, 

This  Alarud  suld  cum  for  to  supple. 

And  Alarud  suld  do  siclike  agane ; 

With  all  his  power  for  to  cum  rycht  plane  34,460 

In[to]  Scotland,  qulien  mister  wer  to  be, 

Agane  the  Danis  foi-  to  mak  supple. 

The  last  conditioun,  quhilk  wes  thrid  in  ordour, 

Gif  thift  or  reif  wes  maid  vpon  the  bordour, 

Suld  be  na  caus  tliair  bandis  for  to  brek,  34,455 

Bot  tak  the  theuis  and  hang  thame  be  the  nek. 

This  king  Gregour.  of  quliome  befoir  I  spak, 

In  purpois  wes  for  to  seig  Eborack  : 

So  had  he  done  than,  schortlie  to  conclude,  Col.  2. 

War  nocht  this  herald  come  fra  Alarud,  .^4,460 

So  freindfullie  that  maid  with  him  this  band. 

For  that  same  caus,  as  te  ma  wnderstand, 

In  that  mater  he  wald  proceid  no  moir, 

Bot  left  the  purpois  he  wes  in  befoir. 

This  beand  done,  as  I  haif  said  but  leis,  34,465 

All  Albione  wes  in  gude  rest  and  peice ; 

Bot[h]  Scot  and  Brit,  and  Inglismen  also, 

Quhair  that  tha  list  at  thair  plesour  till  go ; 

Ilkone  to  vther  for  to  cum  and  gang. 

With   king  Gregour  this  lest[it]  nocht  rycht  34,470 

lang. 
S}me  efter  that,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Out  of  Ireland  thair  come  in  Gallowa 
Ane  grit  navin  that  tyme  attouir  the  flude, 
And  cruelly  than  baith  with  fjrre  and  blude, 
Rycht  grit  distructione  maid  ouir  all  that  land  ;   34,473 
And  for  quhat  oaus  I  can  nocht  wnderstand, 
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Bot  gif  it  wes,  as  I  can  weill  beleve. 

The  hand  of  God  and  for  thair  awin  raischeif, 

And  to  extoll  this  ilk  Gregour  betuene. 

Sone  efter  syne  as  it  wes  rycht  weill  sene,  34,480 

The  maner  how  syne  efter  of  this  thing, 

Quhen  it  wes  schawin  to  gude  Gregour  the  king, 

Kycht  suddantlie,  withoutin  ony  baid, 

In  Galloway  with  grit  power  tha  raid, 

Of  bernis  bald  that  stalwart  wer  as  steill.  34,485 

The  Ireland  men  that  knew  thair  cuming  weill, 

Into  that  land  iia  langar  wald  remane, 

But  with  grit  sjrake  passit  hame  agane. 

Quhen  that  tha  saw  it  micht  na  better  be, 

With  all  his  power  passit  to  the  se,  34,490 

With  barge  and  bark,  and  mony  gay  galay, 

To  Yrland  syne  he  tuik  the  narrest  way. 

Syne  at  ane  hevin,  the  narrest  that  tha  fand, 

At  his  plesour  thair  passit  to  the  land ; 

Syne  suddanelie  with  grit  anger  and  yre,  34,495 

Ouir  all  tha  partis  bayth  with  blude  and  fyre, 

Throw  crabitnes  with  grit  crudelitie, 

Greit  slauchter  maid  that  petie  wes  to  se. 

The  Irland  lordis  quhen  tha  knew  sic  thing, 

Tha  dred  rycht  soir  becaus  Duncane^  thair  king  34,500 

So  toung  he  was,  and  tender  age  that  tyde, 

That  he  douch[t]  nother  for  to  gang  nor  ryde. 

And  mairattouir,  rycht  weill  that  tyme  tha  wist 

That  tha  docht  nocht  this  Gregour  to  resist, 

Victour  had  bene  in  mony  feild  befoir  34,505 

Agane  far  grittar,  and  had  wjoi  sic  gloir. 

And  for  that  causs,  of  all  thing  mair  [or]  les, 

Tha  thocht  agane  to  him  to  mak  redi-es 

Of  all  injure  wes  done  befoir  him  till. 

And  put  the  doaris  ilkane  in  his  will.  34,510 

In  that  counsall  wes  mony  lordis  ting, 

That  be  no  way  wald  consent  to  that  thing ; 


'In  MS.  Fergus. 
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Into  that  t3'me  alledgand  mony  lawis, 

For-quhy  thair  self  of  all  that  thing  wes  cans, 

And  wes  begun  be  thair  connsall  and  will,  34,515 

And  for  that  eauss  wald  nocht  consent  thairtill. 

And  so  that  cuntrie  in  that  tyme  wes  gydit ; 

The  lordis  all  in  tua  parteis  diuydit, 

And  euerilk  part  ane  chiftane  of  thair  awin, 

Hes  maid  that  tyme  in  sindrie  partis  drawin.        34,520 

xlne  hecht  Corneill,'  of  ffreit  honour  and  fame,  Lib.  lo,  f.  i74.« 

Brenns  the  tother  callit  wes  to  name, 

Thir  tua  that  tyme  betuix  tharae  trewis  hes  tane. 

Syne  baith  to  feild  aganis  Gregoure  ar  gane. 

Ane  greit  montane  into  that  tyme  thair  stude,    34,525 

Callit  Futes,  rycht  neirhand  Banus  flude  ; 

Betuix  the  mont  and  this  ilk  flude  also, 

The  passage  wes  richt  narrow  for  till  go  ; 

And  vther  passage  neir  that  place  wes  nane, 

For  mont  and  mos,  and  myris  mony  ane.  34,630 

The  Irland  men  foirnent  that  passage  lay 

In  tua  greit  oistis,  for  to  keip  that  way, 

That  Weill  tha  wist  the  Scottis  be  no  gyn 

That  tha  culd  mak,  that  passage  docht  to  wyn. 

Betuix  the  montane  and  the  water  cost,  34,535 

So  naiTow  wes,  ane  rayit  feild  or  oist 

Rycht  perrelous  than  wes  to  leid  and  gyde, 

Seand  thair  fais  on  the  tother  syde. 

In  that  beleif  the  Ireland  men  thair  la, 

Traistand  king  Gregour  sould  pas  sone  awa ;         34,540 

In  fait  of  victuall  micht  nocht  tarie  lang, 

And  for  that  caus  the  soner  hame  wald  gang. 

It  wes  nocht  sua,  thairof  tha  had  no  feill, 

For  fiftie  dais  tha  war  furneist  rycht  weill 


'  la  J\JS.  Coniall.  I      -  This,  and  the  next  seven  folios, 

misnumbered. 
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In  meit  and  drink,  and  in  all  vther    thing,  34,545 

As  wes  commandit  by  Gregour  thair  king. 

Thair  vse  wes  than  in  oisting,  quhilk  wes  gude, 

To  sufFeis  thame  with  litill  sleip  and  fude, 

Quhen  mister  wer,  and  in  greit  neid  tha  wald, 

With  litill  meit  and  drink  the  water  cald  ;  34,550 

Of  soft  sleiping  tha  tuik  rycht  litill  cuir, 

And  doucht  rycht  weill  grit  travell  to  induir. 

Thair  still  at  laser  so  tha  la  ane  quhile, 

Quhill  at  the  last  this  Gregour  fand  ane  wyle, 

With  greit  prattik  thair  passage  for  to  wyn,         34,566 

Withoutin  straik  to  enter  and  pas  in. 

Tua  thousand  men,  that  waldin  war  andvvyclit, 

Rycht  quietlie  that  montane  on  the  nyclit 

He  gart  ascend  wnto  the  tother  syde, 

And  all  that  nycht  amang  bussis  thame  hyde.      34,560 

Syne  on  the  morne,  ane  lytill  efter  day, 

Ane  garneist  battell  gart  the  strenth  assay 

In  gude  ordour,   at  grit  laser  and  lenth. 

The  Ireland  men  that  keipand  wes  the  strenth, 

Vnder  the  fute  of  that  grit  mont  tha  stude  34,565 

In  gude  ordour  ane  rycht  grit  multitude. 

The  Scottis  than  vpoun  the  hicht  abone, 

Tha  schew  thame  all  and  come  in  sycht  ryclit  sons. 

Rycht  mony  craig  and  mony  stone  withall, 

Aboue  thair  heid  gart  tummill  and  doun   fall ;      34,570 

With  so  greit  force  discendand  fra  the  hicht, 

Exceidand  than  all  mannis  strenth  and  micht, 

That  strangest  wes  to  stand  wnder   thair  straik, 

Thocht  he  had  bene  als  stark  as  ony  aik. 

Amang  thair  palieonis  with  sic  force  tha  fell,      34,575 

That  wonder  wes  to  ony  toung  to  tell. 

Ane  thousand  [than],  without  ony  reskew. 

Of  Brenus  men  into  that  tyme  tha  slew  ; 

And  all  the  laif  tlia  war  so  soir  adred, 

Out  of  that  feild  withoutin  straik  tha  fled,  34,580 
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And  left  thair  tentis  in  the  tyme  alone 

Standand  thair  still,  and  passit  liame  ilkone. 

The  Scottis  follouit  on  the  chace  rycht  fast  ; 

This  Corneill  than  rycht  soir  he  wes  agast, 

Quhen  that  lie  saw  thame  follow  on  the  chace  ;    34,585 

He  left  liis  tentis  standand  in  that  place, 

With  all  the  power  in  the  t3'me  he  had. 

In  gude  ordour  richt  fast  awa  he  fled. 

The  Scottis  men  that  follouit  on  the  chace, 

Vp  and  doun  in  mony  sindrie  place,  34,590 

Rycht  mony  tuik  and  few  of  thame  wes  slane, 

And  syne  to  Gregour  brocht   thame   [hes]  agane. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  the  nobill  king  Gregoure 

Distribut  hes  the  spulte,  les  and  moir, 

To  euerie  man  as  he  wes  worth  to  haif  ;  34,595 

Wes  none  exceptit  be  the  leist  ane  knaif.  Col.  2. 

The  captane  Brenus  in  that  samin  steid, 

Into  his  pakeone  than  wes  fundin  deid  ; 

Baith  heid  and  hals  wes  hakkit  all  in  schunder, 

With  crag  and  coist,  and  all  the  bonis  wnder,       34,600 

War  brissit  and  brokin  in  pecis  small  ilkone, 

All  throw  the  straik  than  of  ane  mekle  stone. 

His  men  wes  tane  desyrit  thame  to  haue 

His  deid  bodie  to  burie  into  graue : 

The  quliilk  the  king  hes  grantit  with  gude  will,    34,605 

And  he  him  self  lies  maid  grit  help  thairtill. 

This  being  done,  king  Gregour  gaif  command, 

Bayth  far  and  neir  ouir  all  part  of  that  land, 

Bad  tak  and  spulte  haistelie  with  speid, 

Quhairof  that  tyme  tha  had  mister  and  neid  ;       34,6io 

Fra  fyre  and  blude  he  bad  tha  suld  abstene  ; 

Wemen  and  barnis  and  agit  men  betuene, 

To  preist  or  clerk  no  violence  to  mak  ; 

All  other  men  commandit  for  to  tak, 

Withoutin  hurt  other  of  lyth  or  lym,  34,615 

That  fensabill  war  and  bring  thame  all  to  him. 
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And  SO  tha  did  within  ane  litill  space  ; 

Bot  he  agane  so  meik  wes  of  his  grace, 

Quhome  euir  tha  brocht,  bot  ony  harme  or  ill, 

He  leit  thame  pas  at  plesour  quhair  tha  will.       34,620 

How  THE  Men  of  Gude  in  Ireland  come  to 
King  Gregour,  and  how  he  wan  Tua  Townis 
thair  and  v/as  mercifull  to  kirkmen  and 
commonis. 

The  men  of  gude  that  duelt  into  that  land, 

Quhen  that  sic  thing  wes  done  thame  wnderstand, 

How  Gregour  wes  so  manesuetude  and  meik. 

So  courtas,  laulie,  and  so  gentill  eik, 

Into  that  tyme  richt  mony  come  him  till,  34,625 

Bayth  gude  and  bad,^  and  pat  all  in  his  will. 

Rycht  curtaslie  he  did  thame  all  ressaue, 

And  mony  giftis  in  the  tyme  thame  gaif; 

Quhairthrow  the  strenthis  that  war  in  that  land, 

Richt  mony  war  resignit  in  his  hand  ;  34,630 

Mony  of  force  and  mony  of  frie  will, 

Bot  ony  tretie  maid  that  tyme  thame  till. 

Dongard  and  Pout,  tua  Strang  townis  war  than, 

Seigit  thame  bayth  and  in  the  tyme  thame  wan. 

Quhen  tha  war  wyn  and  put  into  his  will,  34,635 

He  wald  tlioill  no   man  for  to  do  thame  ill, 

In  ony  thing  pertening  skaith  or  lak ; 

Out  of  the  toun  no  spuke  wald  let  tak, 

Exceptand  mony,  harnes,  and  sick  geir. 

For  to  diuyde  amang  his  men  of  weir.  34,640 

Wes  none  so  pert,  in  pane  than  of  his  lyfe. 

That  durst  defoull  wedow,  virgin  or  wyfe  ; 

Preist  nor  clerk  thair  durst  no  man  displeis ; 

Siclyke  as  thir  tha  leit  thame  leif  in  eis. 

»  In  MS.  laud. 


CRONICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND.  477 


How  King  Gregoure  thocht  to  seig  Deby- 
leyn  and  was  stayit,  and  how  corneill 
gatherit  aganis  him  ane  greit  Armie  off 
Ireland  Men. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  lie  purposit  for  to  pas  34,645 

To  Debyleyn  within  schort  space,  that  was 

The  fairest  citie  and  the  grittest  toun 

In  all  Ireland,  and  most  wes  of  renoun, 

Of  gold,  and  riches,  and  of  all  honour ; 

So  is  it  ^it  wnto  tliis  samin  hour.  34,CoO 

Onto  this  toun  ane  seig  he  thocht  to  lay ; 

And  as  he  wes  so  passand  by  the  way, 

Ane  spy  that  time  tliair  come  to  him  and  schew 

Of  captane  Corneill,  laitlie  of  the  new 

Lieutennand  maid  wes  than  of  all  Ireland,  34,655 

And  with  greit  power  cumand  at  his  hand. 

And  mony  bald  men  with  greit  bost  and  sclioir,  Lib.io,f.ir4b. 

In  so  greit  number  saw  tha  neuir  befoir.  ' 

Quhen  this  wes  tald  to  gude   Gregoure  the  king, 

As  he  richt  weill  considder  culd  sic  thing,  34,660 

Thair  he  tuke  pm-pois  all  nycht  to  remane. 

And  planetit  palteonis  on  ane  plesand  plane ; 

And  all  that  nycht  with  mony  watche  and  spy, 

Still  at  thair  rest  quhill  on  the  morne  did  ly. 

Syne  on  the  morne,  be  that  the  da  wes  licht,      34,665 

The  Irland  men  apperit  aU  in  siclit, 

Diuydit  war  into  thre  batteUis  bald. 

In  ilk  battell  ten  thousand  men  weill  tald. 

Siclike  the  Scottis  on  the  vther  syde, 

In  thre  pairtis  thair  power  did  diuyde  ;  34,670 

With  mony  standart  streikit  in  the  air. 

And  mony  baner  browdin  wer  full  fair, 

And  mony  pynsall  of  pictour  rycht  so  proude, 

And  mony  bugill  blawand  than  full  loude. 


478  the  buik  of  the 

Off   the   Battell   betuix   King  Gregour  and 

CORNEILL,    QUHA   FLED   AND   TYNT    THE   FeILD, 
AND   HOW   THA   ASKIT   PeAX. 

Be  this  the  bowmen  in  the  feild  befoir,  34,675 

With  scliarpe  sclmtting  maid  mony  sydis  soir ; 
The  speris  syne,  tlia[t]  war  baith  greit  and  lang, 
Tha  enterit  all  into  tlie  grittest  thrang. 
So  thralie  thair  togidder  that  tha  thrist, 
That  scheildis  raif  and  niony  birny  brist ;  34,680 

Helme  and  habrik  schorne  war  all  in  schunder, 
And  mony  berne  maid  bludie  that  war  wnder ; 
And  mony  schulder  out-throw  the  scheild  wes 

schorne, 
And  mony  bald  man  of  his  blonk  wes  borne. 
This  Corneill  ^   syne  it  hapnit  vpone  cace,  34,685 

For  to  luke  vp  with  ane  discouerit  face. 
Into  the  feild  for  to  behald  and  spy  ; 
Or  euir  he  wist,  rycht  sone  and  suddantly 
Ane  fedderit  flane  that  in  the  feild  did  fle, 
Smyt  him  so  soir  ane  lytill  by  the  ee,  34,690 

In  to  the  face,  with  sic  ane  werkand  wound, 
That  force  it  wes  out  of  the  feild  to  found 
On  ane  grit  hors  neirby  reddie  he  hed. 
Quhen  that  his  men  knew  weill  that  he  wes  fled, 
So  grevit  wes  thairof  and  so  agast,  34,695 

Out  of  the  feild  tha  follouit  all  rycht  fast. 
The  Scottis  than  that  knew  full  weill  that  cace, 
Efter  thame  than  tha  maid  a  rycht  lang  chace, 
Heir  and  thair  in  mony  sindrie  sort. 
Of  Debalyn  quhill  tha  come  to  the  port  ;  34,700 

With  dyntis  dour  dingand  thame  euir  doun, 
Quhill  tha  war  all  ressauit  in  tlie  touu. 

■  In  MS.  Cornall 
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Of  Ireland  men  sa  mony  than  wes  slane, 

Witliout  beleif  in  tyme  to  cum  agane 

To  haif  power,  or  tit  for  to  pretend,  34,705 

To  gif  tliame  feild  or  lit  mak  ony  defend. 

This  king  Gregour  syne  on  the  secund  day. 

To  Debalyn  he  tuik  the  narrest  way, 

And  syne  laid  ane  seige  round  about  the  toun, 

Quhair  mony  lord  and  mony  bald  barroun,  34,7io 

And  mony  ladie  semelie  wes  be  sycht, 

And  mony  wyfe  and  mony  vther  wycht, 

And  mony  berne  into  the  toun  wes  bred, 

And  mony  freik  out  of  the  feild  wes  fled. 

Within  that  toun,  quhilk  wallit  wes  with  stone,   34,715 

In  to  that  tyme  remanand  wer  ilkone. 

This  samin  seig  syne,  as  my  author  sais, 

Indurit  efter  bot  waill  few  dais. 

So  mony  pepill  wes  within  the  toun, 

Sic  midtitude  in  sic  confusioun,  34,720 

Quhair  thair  vittall  grew  bayth  scars  and  skant, 

Of  meit  and  drink  amang  thame  wes  grit  want ; 

In  fait  of  fade  sic  stres  thair  haif  tha  tane, 

Tha  war  in  poynt  to  perische  than  ilkane. 

And  qulien  tha  saw  it  stude  thame  in  sic  neid,  34,725 

To  counsall  all  rycht  suddanelie  tha  teid, 

For  to  aduise  quhat  best  wes  to  be  done  ; 

And  sum  thair  wes  that  counsall  gaif  richt  sone,  Col.  2. 

Agane  Gregour  with  battell  to  contend, 

And    tak  sic  chance   as   God  wald   to    thame       34,730 

send, 
And  nocht  to  cum  that  tyme  into  his  will. 
And  wysar  men  that  thocht  that  counsaU  iD, 
Tha  said  agane,  tha  wist  full  weill  but  dreid, 
And  tha  did  sua  tha  wald  cum  lidder  speid ; 
To  put  that  citie  and  that  royall  toun  34,735 

In  jeopardie  of  sic  distructioun. 
As  God  forbid,  and  so  hapnit  to  fall, 
But  ony  dout  than  war  tha  lossit   all. 
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"  And  be  this  toiin  now  siiir  [is  maid]  but 

skaitli, 
"  Throw   qvihome   ouir   honour   and   ouir   profit     34^740 

bayth 
"  Will  grow  agane  rycht  sone  als  and  restoir 
'•  To  als  arrit  stait  as  euir  it  had  befoir. 
"  Heirfoir,"  he  said,  "  my  counsall  is  bot  leis, 
"  To  preif  with  him  gif  that  we   can  mak  peice, 
•'  And  quhat  conditioun   lykis  him  to   haif ;  34,745 

"  Be  he  curtas,  he  will  nocht  ouir  far  craif." 


How   ANE    Message    wes    send    to   King  Gre- 

GOURE,  AND  OF  HIS  AnSUER  AGANE,  AND  HOW 
THE  KiRKMEN  MET  KiNG  GrEGOURE  WITH 
PrOCESSIOUN   and   RANDERIT    him     THE    TOUN 

OF   Debaleyn,  and  of  his  diuot  Offering, 

AND    HOW     HE    PUNEIST   THE    DeFOULLARIS   OF 

Wemen. 

Efter  this  counsall  wes  euerie  man  content. 

This  ilk  Cormak  in  message  syne  tha  sent, 

The  counsall  gaif,  ane  man  of  grit  renoun, 

Archibischop  als  wes  of  that  samin  toun.  34,750 

This  Cormacus  rycht  humill  and  benyng, 

Quhen  that  he  come  befoir  Gregoure  the  king, 

Kycht  laulie  than  befoir  him  on  his  kne, 

Thir  samin  wordis  in  the  tyme  said  he : 

"  O  royall  king,  and  hie  excellent  prince  !  34,755 

"  Sen  we  fortliink  the  fait  and  grit  offence, 

"  Offendand  the  that  done  wes  of  befoir, 

"  Throw  quhome,"  he  said  "  we  puneist  ar  ryclit 

soir ; 
"  And  thow  for  moir  als  gottin  lies  tin  will, 
"  Na  euir  thow  trowit  in  ony  tyme  cum  till ;      34,760 
"  Sen  gratius  God,  the  gevar  of  all  gloir, 
"  Hes  grantit  the  of  ws  to  be  victoir. 
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"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,   "  it  serais  weill  to  the, 
"  Of  vincust  pepill  for  to  haif  pitie, 
'•'  Witliout  defence  lyand  amang  thi  feit,  34,765 

"  In  quhome,"  he  said,  "  is  nother  pryde  nor  licit. 
"  Also  cure  king  the  quhilk  is  within  age, 
"  Quhometo  tha  aucht  be  law  of  rycht  lynage, 
"  Sen  te  ar  baitli  of  ane  genelogie, 
"  His  governour  and  protectour  till  be.  3t,77o 

"  And  als,"  he  said,  "  this  nobill  royall  toun, 
''  No  honour  is  to  put  to  confusioun, 
"  The  quhilk  thow  aucht  [for]   to  defend  of  rycht. 
"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  sen  thow  art  curtas  knycht, 
"  And  als  in  the  sic  lautie  is  but  leis,  34,775 

'  We  the  beseik  of  thi  kyndnes  and  peace, 
'  And  tak  ws  all  this  tyme  in  [to]  thi  will, 
"  With  quliat  conditioun  thow  will  put  ws  till." 
Quhen  this  wes  said  befoir  thame  all  in  plane, 
This  wes  the  ansuer  that  he  maid  agane :  3i,7BO 

"  Forsuith,"  he  said,  "  as  I  ma  rycht  weill  prove, 
"  I  haif  just  cans  this  battell  for  to  move, 
"  For  te  tour  self  begouth  in  me  sic  thing. 
"  As  for  ^our  toun,  and   ^oung  Duncane  ^our  king, 
"  In  that  mater  gif  I  haif  oucht  ado,  34,785 

"  No  ansuer  now  that  I  will  mak  tow  to, 
"  Quhill  tha  be  baith  first  put  in  to  my  will, 
"  Syne  I  wilbe  aduysit  thair  intill, 
"  And  thairefter  te  sail  haif  ansuer  than ; 
"  And  will  ze  nocht,  the  best  way  that  le  can    34.790 
"  Defend  louv  self  als  gudlie  as  ze  ma."  Lib.io,  f.i:.';. 

With  this  ansuer  he  passit  hame  his  wa ;  ^"'-  ^• 

Syne  in  the  toun  befoir  the  nobillis  aw. 
This  Cormacus  that  same  ansuer  did  schaw. 
Suppois  thairof  tha  war  noclit  weill  content,         34,795 
^it  neuirtheles,  with  all  thair  haill  consent, 
Tha  opynit  than  the  portis  of  the  toun. 
Syne  passsit  furth  all  in  processioun. 

VOL.   IT.  H  H 
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Baith  preist  and  clerk  thairin  wes  les  and  moir, 

In  that  processioim  formest  come  befoir  ;  34,800 

Syne  Cormacus  come  bairand  in  his  hand 

Ane  crucifix  of  birnand  gold  schynand, 

In  quhome  the  image  of  ouir  Saluiour 

Affixt  wes  with  perfite  portratour; 

Syne  all  the  nobillis  come  efter  on  breid,  34,805 

Ilkone  that  tyme  in  thair  awin  ordour  leid. 

This  Gregour  syne  he  met  thame  be  the  way  ; 

That  samin  tyme,  as  my  author  did  say, 

Commandit  lies  his  men  all  for  to  stand 

In  gude  ordour  thair  round  about  his  hand.  34,8io 

Syne  he  liim  self  discendit  from  his  liors, 

And  on  his  kneis  kissit  hes  that  cors 

Rycht  reuerentlie,  syne  rais  vpoun  his  feit, 

Into  the  toun  syne  steppit  furth  the  streit, 

Amang  the  lawe  in  that  processioun,  34,815 

Quhill  that  he  wes  ressauit  in  the  toun  ; 

And  passit    all  syne  baith   on  fit   and  hors, 

Quhill  that  tha  come  onto  the  mercat    croce. 

Syne  mony  bald  men  into    armour   brycht, 

In  all  that  tyme   that  wes  baytli  wyss  and         34,820 

wycht, 
This  king   Gregour  into  that  place  gart  byde, 
For  aventure  that  efter  micht  betyde. 
Syne  passit  is  withoutin  ony  tarie, 
Onto  the  tempill  of  the  Virgin  Marie ; 
Diuotlie  thair  his  offerand  he  maid,  34,835 

Syne  raikit  on  withoutin  ony  baid, 
Till  all  the  kirkis  [that]  war  in  the  toun, 
Of  secular  preistis  and  religioun, 
Rycht  reuerentlie   thair  kneilland   on   thair  kne, 
"With  grit  deuotioun  his  offerand  than  maid         34,830 

he. 
Quhen  this  was  done,  with  his  lordis  ilkone, 
On  to  ane  castell  ar   togidder  gone, 
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Ryclit  strentlie  wes  into  the  toun  that  tyme, 

That  biggit  wes  of  poleist   stane  and    lyme  ;' 

And  thair  intill  tlia   tuke  thair  rest  all  nycht.      34,835 

Ane  grit  armie  than  into  basnetis  brycht, 

In  sindrie  partis  vp  and   doun  that  streit, 

All  the  nycht  ouir  stude  walkand  on  thair   feit, 

With   mony  waclie  tliat  nycht  vpoun   the  wall, 

For  aventure  tliat  efter  niicht  befall.  34,840 

That  samin  nyclit  mony  wemen  or  da 

Defoullit  war,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Agane  thair  will  be  thame  that  woik  that  nycht : 

Syne  on  the  morne,  quhen  it  wes  fair  da  lycht, 

Rycht  soir  complaynt  thair  wes  maid  to  the         34,845 

king, 
Quhilk  Aves  commouit  rycht  far  at  that  thing. 
Grit  diligence  thairfoir  he  lies   gart   mak 
To  seik  and  find,  in  handis  syne  gart  tak 
All  thame  that   tyme    wer  doaris  of  that  deid  ; 
The  widdie  syne  he  gaif  thame  to  thair  meid.     34,85o 
Quhilk  causit  him  the  moir  fauour  to  haif 
Of  Ireland  men,  lordis  and   all  the  laif 


How  King  Gregoure  was  maid  Tutour  to 
DxTNCANE,  King  of  Ireland,  and  all  his 
Strenthis  gevin  in  his  Hand  with  Pledgis, 
and  come  Hame  in  Scotland,  and  of  his 
Nobilnes  and  Deid. 

In  that  samin  tyme  in   that  toun  quhair  he  la. 
The  lordis  all  convenit  on  ane  da. 
Of  Irland  men  than  be  the  leist  ane  lord,  34,855 

With  king  Gregour  to  mak  peice  and  [eonjcord. 


'  In  MS.  tyme. 
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Efter   Ling  aulsment    into   mony  thing, 
Accordifc  wes  betuix   tliame    and  the  king 
That  toung  Duncane  suki  be  thair  king  and  prince, 
Thame  self  also  without  fraude  or  offence,  34,860 

Into  thair  keiping  and  thair   cuir  suld  liaif, 
Col.  2,       Quhair  no  disceptioun  docht  him  to  dissaue. 
And  king  Gregour  suld  to  liim  tutour  be, 
And  judges  mak  of  his  auctoritie, 
As  plesit  him  all  tyme,  bayth  ane  and  aw,         34,865 
Ouir  all  Ireland  to  execute  the  law. 
Syne  all  the  strenthis  that  war  in  that  land, 
To  be  resignit  ilkane  in   his  hand. 
No  Brit  nor  Saxone   that  come  be  the  se, 
Within  that  land  for  to  ressauit  be  ;  34,870 

Without  his  leif  se   tlia  resauit  nane. 
Syne  sextie  pledgis  of  thame  he  lies  tane. 
Into  ane  takin   tha  suld   all  trew  be  ; 
Syne  with  his   armie  passit  to  the  se, 
With  all  his  lordis    that   tyme  les   and  moir,         34.875 
Come  hame  agane    with   gfrit  honour  and  wloir. 
This  worthie,  nobill,   hie,    excellent   prince. 
In   all  his  tyme  did  neuir  none  offence  ; 
No  violence  be  him  wes    neuir  wrocht. 
Without  rychfc   tar  on   him  that  it   war  soclit.       34,880 
Syne  all  his  tyme  quliilk  efter  wes  rycht  lang, 
In  peax  and  rest,  withoutin  ony  wrang, 
With  law  and  justice  and  greit  equitie. 
And  luif  also,  his  kinrik  gydit  he. 
Of  halie  kirk  protectour  and  defence  34  885 

Fra  opin   wrang  and  frome   all  violence. 
All  febill  folk   at  him   gat  ay  refuge. 
To  riche  and  puir  he  wes  ane  equale  judge, 
At   all  power  without  partialitie, 

So  just  he  wes  in    his  auctoritie.  34,890 

Wes  neuir  one   moir  equale  led  his  lawis. 
And  les  detractit  witli   ilk  mannis  sawis, 
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Or  les  invyit  in   his  tyme  nor  he, 

Quliilk  had  sic  honour  and  auctoritie, 

In  all  Europe  had  notlier  maik  no  peir.  34,895 

Syne  of  his  ring  the  tua  and  tuentie  teir, 

And  of  oure  Lord  aucht  Imndreth  wes  compleit, 

Nyntie  and  tlire  to  mak  the  number  meit, 

With  grit  murning  of  euerie  man  and  wyfe, 

Departit  hes  out  of  this  present  lyfe.  34,900 

In  lona  Yle  syne  in  Ecolumkill, 

With  all  honour  that  mycht  be  done  him  till, 

In  gudlie   wyiss  tha  put  him  in  his  grave, 

With  moir  triumph  nor  ony  of  the  lawe. 

My  pen  wald  tja'e  and  als  my  self  wald   irk  ,      34,905 

My  rude  ingyne  wald  bayth  grow  doll  and  dirk, 

And  occupie  the  maist  part  of  my  lyfe, 

Gif  I  suld  heir  his  worthines  discryfe. 

My  wit  also  insufficient  is  thairto, 

And  I  myself  sa  mekle  hes  till  do,  34,9io 

That  I  ma  nocht  weill  tarie  in  sic  thing  ; 

Bot  Weill  I  wait,  ane  better  prince  or  king 

Wes  neuir  nane  of  all  the  nobilUs  nyne, 

Nor  lang  befoir  nor  ^it  hes  bene  sensyne. 

The  Ireland  men  and  Britis  to  also,  34,915 

And  Danis  strangar  no  the  tother  tuo, 

Thir  thre  nationis  he  maid  thame  till  obey  ; 

The  fourt  als  grit  durst  neuir  mak  him  pley, 

That  is  to  say  the  wickit  Saxonis  blude, 

In  all  his  tyme  of  him  sic  aw  tha  stude.  34,920 

And  he  had  bene  into  Homerus  tyme, 

Quhilk  maid  in  Grew  sa  mony  vers  and  ryme, 

And  he  him  self  also  ane  Greik  had  bene, 

Rycht  Weill  I  wait,  and   nothing  for  to  wene, 

His  name  had  spred  ouir  aU  the  warld  alss  34,925 

wyde 
As  Cesaris  did  for  all  his  pomp  and  pryde. 
Sen  I  am  nocht  expert  for  to  discryve 
His  nobill  deidis  and  his  famous  lyfe,  'qq{  {, 
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Quluiu-foir  ilk  man  tak  ^c  gude  tent  that  reidis, 
Quhen  le  half  bard  and  considderit  his  deidi.s,      34,930 
Than  niak  le  ruiss  as  ^e  think  maist  avale, 
For  I  will  turne  agane  now  to  my  taill. 


How   King    Donald   was    crownit    efter    the 
Deceis    of    King   Gregoure,   and    of    his 

WORTHIE     DeIDIS     AND     GUDE     JUSTICE,     AND 

HIS  Departing. 

Donald  the  fyft,  the  ^  sone  of  Constantyne, 

Of  quhome  befoir  I  schew  low  schort  quhile  .syne, 

Efter  Gregonr,   with  consent  of  ilkone,  34,935 

In  Scone  wes  crownit  on  the  marbell  stone. 

In  law  and  justice  and  [in]  equitie, 

No  les  no  Gregour  in  his  tyme  wes  he. 

Ane  man  he  wes  that  keipit  ay  gude  peice, 

Stoppit  all  wrang  and  gart  all  weiris  ceis.  34,940 

In  peax  and  rest  and  greit  tranquillitie, 

Fra  his  begynnyng  to  his  end  ^  rang  he  ; 

And  mony  gude  werk  in  his  tyrae  he  wrocht, 

Honorand  God  in  all  thing  that  he  moclit. 

To  kirkmen  als  he  did  grit  reuerence,  34,945 

Wes  nane  durst  faill  or  do  to  thame  grevance. 

The  name  of  God  in  sic  honour  held  he, 

Quhat  euir  he  wes,  of  hie  or  law  degrie. 

The  name  of  God  blasphemit  ony  tyme. 

And  he  war  notit  with  sic  fait  or  cryme,  34,930 

"With  ane  hett  yrne  wes  brint  vpone  the  mouth  ; 

Fra  that  tyme  furth  sic  aythis  wes  not  couth. 

"War  thair  sic  lawis  vsit  in  thir  dais, 

Rj'cht  Weill  J  wait,  in  ernist  and  in  plais, 

Men  wald  be  lownar  in  thair  langage  far,  34,955 

And  meikar  als  than  now  on  dais  tha  ar. 


In  MH.  the fi/ft.  |      -In  MS.  ewrf/wi/. 
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I  pray  to  God,  remeidar  of  all  thing, 

Gif  I  mycht  se  in  my  tyme  sic  ane  king. 

Bot  Weill  I  wait  thir  woidis  ar  in  vane, 

Thairfoir  I  will  turne  to  my  taill  agane  34,960 

Now  at  tliis  tyme,  and  lat  sic  talking  be, 

Sen  Weill  I  wait  it  will  noclit  mend  for  me. 

That  samin  tyme  in  my  storie  I  fand, 

How  tliat  ane  man  come  fia  Northumberland, 

And  schew  the  king  of  ane  that  hecht  Gormond,  31,065 

Ane '  fellar  freik  wes  nane  that  mycht  be  fond, 

Ane  Dane  he  wes  new  cuming  oiiir  the  sand, 

Arryuit  had  into  Northumberland, 

With  greit  power  into  that  land  he  la. 

To  quhat  purpois  he  culd  nocht  to  him  sa,  34,970 

Bot  in  that  land  he  left  him  liand  still, 

Without  offence  to  ony  man  or  ill. 

This  king  Donald  quhen  he  saw  him  sa  so. 

In  gudlie  haist  he  graithit  him  till  go, 

Withoutin  stop  tliat  tyme  or  lit  ganestand,  34,975 

With  greit  power  into  Northumberland. 

And  as  he  wes  syne  passand  be  the  way. 

He  met  ane  man,  the  quhilk  to  him  did  say 

That  this  Gormond,  but  ony  stop  or  cummer, 

Than  fourtie  myle  beyond  the  water  of  Humbei-,  34^980 

Far  south  that  tyme  wes  passit  in  Ingland. 

This  ilk  Donald  quhen  he  did  wnderstand 

His  purpois  wes,  quhen  it  wes  rycht  to  ken. 

That  tyme  to  pas  agane  the  Inglismen, 

Fyve  thousand  men  that  walit  war  rycht  wyclit,  34,985 

In  breist[])lait],  braser,  and  in  birny  bricht. 

To  Alarud,  of  Ingland  king,  he  send, 

Agane  Gormond  him  to  help  and  defend. 

As  the  conditoun  maid  wes  of  befoir. 

With  Alarud  and  nobill  king  Gregoir.  34,y9o 

'  In  Mb.  In. 
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This  Alarud  syne  efter  that  few  day  is, 
Witli  this  Gormond,  as  that  my  author  sayis, 
Col.  2.       With  mort  battell  tha  met  vpouu  ane  plane, 
Quhair  mony  thousand  on  ilk  syde  wes  slane 
Into  that  feild  of  mony  nobill  man,  34,995 

Tliocht  Alarude  the  victorie  thair  wan. 
And  thocht  the  Danis  fled  and  left  the  place, 
That  he  durst  nocht  follow  vpoun  the  cliace, 
For-quhy  his  power  parit  wes  to  nocht, 
The  victorie  to  him  wes  so  deir  boucht ;  35,000 

Ryclit  soir  he  dred  be  this  Gormondus  menis. 
Into  Ingland  that  he  sould  bring  ma  Denis; 
Perfitlie  als  he  knew  thairwith  and  wist, 
And  he  did  so,  he  micht  him  nocht  resist. 
And  for  that  cans  with  him  he  lies  maid  peice,  35,005 
Of  this  conditioun  as  I  sail  heir  reherss. 
That  this  Gormond  sail  tak  the  faith  of  Christ, 
And  all  his  men  ilkoue,  and  be  baptist, 
Of  halie  kirk  for  to  fulfill  command, 
And  vse  sic  law  in  Ingland  as  tha  fand.  35,010 

And  Alarude  the  kinrik  sould  diuyde, 
Tak  him  the  tane,  leve  him  the  tother  syde. 
In  heretage  for  euirmoir  to  bruke ; 
Of  this  conditioun  trewis  than  tha  tuke. 
Than  this  Gormond  and  all  his  men  ilkone  35,015 

Wes  baptist  syne,  and  him  self  Ethalstone 
Callit  to  name  into  the  tyine  wes  he, 
And  left  the  name  [syne]  of  gentilitie. 
Quhen  this  wes  done  tha  weiris  than  did  ceis; 
For  all  his  tyme  he  levit  in  gude  peice.  35,020 

That  samin  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Betuix  Rosmen  and  men  than  of  Murra, 
For  litill  caus  thair  fell  ane  greit  discord. 
Within  schort  quhilc,  gif  that  I  richt  record, 
Dalie  in  feild  without  armour  or  geir,  35,025 

Tua  thousand  men  war  slane  into  that  weir. 
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This  king  Donald  of  that  quhen  he  hard  tell, 

With  mony  freik  he  fuir  attouir  the  fell, 

Weill  bodin  war  all  into  armour  bricht, 

Withoutin  tarie  other  da  or  nycht,  35,030 

In  ony  tyme  than  other  mair  or  les, 

Quhill  he  come  to  the  toun  of  Inuernes. 

Off  euirilk  syde  that  tyme  the  pairteis  all, 

Befoir  him  self  in  jugement  than  gart  call ; 

And  sone  tha  fand  the  foundaris  of  that  wrang,  35,035 

And  thame  also  manteiuit  it  so  lang  ; 

Syne  sentence  gaif,  as  seruit  weill  to  be, 

For  that  same  fait  ilkane  of  thame  till  de. 

And  so  tha  did ;  syne  on  the  secund  da, 

Quhen  this  wes  done  the  king  passit  his  wa,        35,040 

Into  quhat  place  that  tyme  plesit  him  best. 

And  left  that  land  into  gude  peice  and  rest. 

So  wes  it  ay  for  terme  of  all  his  lyfe ; 

In  all  Scotland  wes  nother  man  no  wyfe 

That  maid  ana  fait,  fra  tyme  that  it  war  kend,    35,045 

Ba}'th  puneist  war  and  compellit  to  mend. 

In  aU  his  tyme  so  equallie  he  rang, 

Wes  neuir  one  durst  do  ane  vther  wrang  ; 

His  fais  als  of  him  had  ay  greit  dreid ; 

Helplike  he  wes  to  euerie  man  in  neid,  35,050 

FuD  of  largnes  and  liberaUtie. 

Syne  all  his  tyme  in  greit  tranqmllitie, 

In  peax  and  rest,  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 

Quhill  of  [his]  ring  quhilk  wes  the  ellevint  teir, 

Departit  hes  and  passit  to  the  lave,  35,055 

In  lona  Yle  quhair  he  wes  put  in  grave  ; 

Of  him  that  tyme  grit  travell  that  [thai]  tuik, 

Lovinof  to  God  heir  endis  the  tent  buik. 
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Lib.  11.  How   CONSTANTYNE  WAS   CROWNIT   KiNG   OF   8c  JT- 

land  efter  this  king  donald,  and  how 
Edward,  King  of  Ingland,  send  to  him 
ANE  Herald,  and  of  his  Ansuer  agane, 
AND  HOW  King  Edward  was  constranit  to 
tak  Peax. 

Col'  1  '^*  "^^^  iiobill  man  wes  callit  Constantyne, 

Thrid  of  that  name  efter  this  Donald  syne,  3o,060 

The  sone  he  wes  of  Ethus  Alapes, 

He  crownit  wes  into  that  tyme  but  les, 

Qiihilk  louit  peax  above  all  vther  thing. 

That  samin  tyme  Edward  of  Ingland  king, 

Efter  his  father  Alarud  wes  deid,  35,005 

Wes  crownit  king  succeidand  in  his  steid. 

This  ilk  Edward  ane  herald  sone  lies  send 

To  Constantyne  with  hartlie  recommend, 

Quhilk  in  that  tyme  lies  done  him  wnderstand, 

All  Cumbria  and  als  Northumberland,  35,070 

Without  agane  that  he  did  thame  restoir, 

The  quhilk  king  Gregour  reft  fra  thame  befoir, 

He  schew  to  him  than,  schortlie  to  conclude, 

He  suld  persew  him  baytli  with  fyre  and  blude. 

This  Constantyne  sic  ansuer  maid  him  till,  35,075 

"  He  salbe  met,  cum  on  quhen  euir  he  will." 

And  bad  him   [sa]  that  he  sould  schortlie  schaw 

Of  him  he  stude  full  litill  dreid  or  aw  ; 

Prayand  to  God  that  all  the  perrell  lycht 

Quhilk  of  thame  tua,  withoutin  titill  of  rycht,      35,080 

That  presit  first  sic  battell  till  persew. 

The  messinger  teid  hame  agane  and  schew 

Ilk  word  by  word  as  I  half  said  tow  heir. 

Continiewalie  the  space  sjnie  of  ane  teir, 

On  euerilk  syde  with  presoner  and  pra,  35,065 

But  mort  battell,  dalie  wer  doaiid  sua. 
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The  luglismeii  fra  that  that  weir  began, 

Ilk  da  be  da  tha  tynt  mair  na  tha  wan, 

And    of  thair  purpois  come  rycht  liulie  speid. 

And  of  the  Danis  war  in  to  sic  dreid,  a5,090 

Seand  thair  power  convales  and  stoir 

Ilk  da  be  da  the  langar  ay  the  inoir, 

And  for  thir  causis  than  tha  war  rycht  fane 

With  Constantyne  for  to  niak  peax  agane. 

Syne  to  the  Danis  turnit  lies  thair  ire,  35,095 

And  mony  theif  into  the  tyme  did  hyre 

To  steill  and  reif  out  of  the  Danis  land, 

To  fynd  ane  cans,  as  le  ma  wnderstand, 

To  cans  the  peax  betuix  thame  to  be  brokin. 

With   so  greit  wrang  vpone  thame  to   be  35,100 

wrokin. 
And  so  thai   did  richt  oft  quhill  tha  war  tane, 
And  syne  on  ane  gallons  hangit  than  ilkane. 
The  iDglismen  thairof  thocht  greit  dispyte, 
In  Lundoun  toun  syne  on  ane  tyme  rycht  tyte, 
Rycht  niony  Dene  that  in  the  toun  wes  than       35;105 
In  nierschandrice,  tha  slew  thame  euerie  man. 
Cithircus  than  of  Danis  that  wes  lord, 
Of  this  greit  wrang  quhen  he  hard  than  record, 
Syne  on  the  morne  or  it  wes  houris  ten, 
Gart  sla  als  mony  of  the  Ingiismen,  35,110 

Brent  ^  thair  bigging  and  brocht  awa  thair  gude. 
Syne  at  the  last  with  all  thair  multitude. 
On  euery  syde  quhar  at  the  da  wes  set, 
Vpone  ane  feild  the  parteis  bayth  thair  met. 
And  had  nocht  bene  the  mediatioun  35,116 

Of  mony  biscliop,  with  intercessioun, 
Rycht  mony  thousand  that  da  had  bene  slane, 
Quhilk  causit  thame  for  to  concord  agane. 


In  MS.  Broeht. 
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Syne  handis  scliuke,  and  all  thing  wes  gone  by 
Remittit  wes  without  melancoly.  35,120 

This  king  Edward  that  tyme  he  had  na  air, 
Bot  ane  dochter  rycht  plesand  and  preclair, 
Ane  virgin  clene  and  vnfyllit  of  fame, 
Quhilk  Beatrix  wes  callit  to  hir  name, 
To  Cithircus  ^  in  mariage  he  gaif  35,125 

Till  be  his  wyfe  ;  gif  hapnit  him  to  haif 
Ane  sone  of  hir,  promittit  wes  that  he 
Of  all  Ingland  the  king  and  prince  suld  be. 
Of  that  conditioun  bund  wes  vp  that  baud, 
As  traistit  wes  for  euir  moir  sould  stand  35,130 

In  greit  fauour,  for  sic  affinitie 
As  ressone  wald  betuix  thame  tua  suld  be. 
This  king  Edward,  in  storie  I  haif  fund, 
Ane  bruther  had  that  callit  wes  Edmimd  ; 
This  Cithircus^  rycht  subtill[ie]   he  wrocht,  35,135 

For  to  destroy  this  Edmond  and  he  moclit. 
Col.  2.       And  so  he  did  sone  efter,  wait  ^e  how. 
His  bruder  Edward  he  gart  fermlie  trow, 
That  he  scliupe  him  with  poysoun  to  distroy, 
Quhilk  causit  him  to  tak  thairof  greit  noy,  3o,uo 

And  for  that  cans  in  Flanderis  he  him  send, 
Into  ane  schip  that  mycht  noclit  weill  defend, 
Suppois  the  se  wes  neuir  so  soft  and  sound : 
In  that  passage  this  ilk  Edmund  wes  dround. 
This  king  Edward  that  sonis  than  had  none,         35,115 
Bot  ane  bastard  wes  callit  Ethalstone  ; 
And  quhen  he  knew  how  that  his  eme  wes  deid, 
So  soir  he  dred  for  thair  falsheid  and  feid, 
Rycht  quietlie  he  passit  on  ane  da 
Out  of  Ingland  into  Armorica ;  35,150 

And  thair  he  did  ane  weill  lang  quhile  remane, 
Quhill  efterwart  that  he  come  hame  agaiie. 

'  In  MS.  Citliircum.  I        -'  In  MS.  Cirthircum. 
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How    CiTHIRCUS'     THOCHT    TO    HAIF     SLANE    KiNO 

Edward,   and   how  this  Cithircus^  Wyfe 

REVEILLIT  THE  TrESSOUN  TO  HIR  FATHER, 
QUHA  POYSONIT  THE  SAID  CiTHIRCUS  FOR 
THAT    CAUS. 

This  Cithircus,'  quheii  that  lie  knew  anone 

Edmound  wes  deid  and  Etlialstane  wes  gone, 

He  traistit  weill,  and  Edward  had  bene  deid,        3o,io5 

Of  all  Inglaud  withoutin  ony  pleid 

For  to  be  king,  and  weild  it  at  his  will ; 

Decretit  syne,  and  he  micht  cum  thairtill, 

This  king  Edward  that  he  suld  put  to  deid, 

So  secreitlie  that  he  sould  half  no  feid.  35,1  eo 

Cithircns  wyfe,  fra  seho  this  counsall   kend, 

Rycht  quietlie  to  hir  father  sclio  send 

Ane  secreit  seruand  schew  him  all  the  cace, 

Hk  word  be    word  at  lang  lasar  and  space. 

Than  king  Edward  quhen  he  his  consall  knew,     35  les 

How  that  it  wes  as  this  seruand  him  schew. 

For  verry  tene  commouit  with  greit  ire. 

And  fulle  of  fume  as  hot  as  ony  fyre, 

With  atrie  visage  and  with  glowrand  ene, 

Out  of  his  mjmd  almaist  that  he  had  bene.  35,iro 

And  so  it  wes,  as  semit  weill  but  lane, 

That  samin  tyme  him  awin  self  he  had  slane 

For  verra  tene,  had  nocht  bene  tha  by  stude, 

Quhilk  stoppit  him  and  wald  nocht  lat  him  dude. 

Syne  efterwart,   for  that  same  cans  and  quhy,      35,175 

Hes  awin  dochter  he  hes  gart  preualy 

This  Cithircus  ^  with  poysoun  put  to  -deid  ; 

And  so  scho  did  and  so  endit  his  feid. 

The  Saxonis  feid  wes  neuir  leill  na  trew. 

As  le  ma  knaw  be  this  woman  that  slew  35,180 
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Hir  awin  husband,  that  hir  sic  credence  gaif ; 
Beleif  te  weill  siclike  of  all  the  laif. 

How    ClTHIRCUS^    TUA    SONIS    PAT   HIS  WyFFE    TO 

Deid,  and   how  tha  maid  Battell  aganis 
King  Edward  and  slew  him   in   Feild. 

This   Cithircus-  tua  sonis   had   that  tyde, 

Ane  Aweles,  ane  vther  Godefryde. 

Thir  tua  brethir  after  thair  fatheris   deid,  25,185 

Eycht   equalie   tha  rang  into   his   steid, 

In  governyng  and  haill  auctoritie, 

With  haill  consent  so  ordand  wes  to  be, 

Baytli  of  thame  self  and  all  thair  multitude. 

Quhen  that  wes   done  than,  schortlie   to   con-        35,190 

elude, 
Greit  diligence  ilk  da  with  greit  desyre, 
Thair  fatheris   deith  to  speir  and   to   inquyre. 
Quhill  at  the  last  richt  cleirlie   it  wes   schawin, 
That  samin  tyme,  be   seruandis  of  his   awin, 
Lib.n,f.i7Cb.  How  that  his  wyfe,  but  ony  cans  or  feid,  35,195 

With  hir  awin  handis  had  poysoiiit  him  to  deid. 
Quhairof  tha  thoclit  ane  mendis  for  to  haif. 
And  so  tha  did,  quhilk  wes  nocht  lang  to  craif. 
Tua  rostit  eggis,  het  as  ony  fyre, 

Wnder  hir  oxtaris  in  hir  tender  lyre,  35,200 

Tha  band  thame  thair,  quhilk   brint   hir  to  the 

deid. 
Thus  endit  scho  that  first  begouth  that  pleid. 
Syne  efter  this  the  tua  brether  so  bald, 
And  king  Edward,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald. 
With  baith  thair  poweris  met  vpone  ane  plane,    35,205 
Quhair  mony  one  on  euerie  syde  wes  slane, 
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Of  nobill  men  that  wapoiiis  weill  culd  weild. 

Tlie  Inglismen,  suppois  tlia  wan  the  feild, 

It  wes  deir  bocht,  that  dar  I  hardlie  sa, 

Edward  thair   king  wes   slane   thair  that  same     35,210 

da. 
And  thocht  the  Daynis  fled  out  of  the  feild, 
Fra  tyme  tha  knew  that  king  Edward  wes  keild, 
Prouydit  hes  ane  new  power  agane, 
To  gif  thame  feild  becaus  thair  king  wes  slane ; 
Trnistand  thairfoir,  withoutin  ony  dreid,  35,213 

Of  thair  purpois  for  to  cum  better  speid. 

How  AWELES   PASSIT  IN    SCOTLAND   TO   KiNG   CON- 
STANTYXE     AND      PURCHEST      TeN      THOUSAND 

Men    OF    ScoTTis    for    his   Supple   aganis 

InGLAND    purposing    to    SUBDEW    it,    AND    OF 

Ethalstane,    Bastard    Sone    to    Edward, 
King  op  Ingland,  and  his  Deidts. 

This  Aweles  quhilk  wes  the  eldest  bruther, 

Into  that  tyme  decretit  hes  the  tother. 

The  quhilk  to  name  wes  callit  Godefryde, 

The  Danis  all  in  Ingland  for  to  gyde.  35,220 

This  beand  done  him  awin  self  passit  syne 

Vnto  Scotland  wnto  king  Constantyne. 

With  fair  hechtis  and  mony  greit  reward, 

Corruptit  hes  bayth  king,  lord  and  laird  ; 

Quhilk  causit  thame  but  caus  to  brek  the  band   35.225 

Wes  maid  befoir  to  kingis  of  Ingland. 

Ten  thousand  men  that  worthie  war  and  wj'^cht. 

Of  nobill  blude,  all  into  armour  brycht, 

With  Aweles  in  Ingland  than  tha  send, 

Quhilk  efterwart  that  maid  ane  febill  end.  35,230 

Malcome,  the  sone  of  gude  Donald  the  king, 

Thir  men  that  tyme  had  into  governing. 
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Qulien  Aweles  come  liame  syne  to  his  brutlior, 

With  sic  power  as  he  culd  than  considder, 

Of  nobill  men  and  in  sic  multitude,  35,235 

And  of  sic  strenth,  as  tha  all  wnderstude 

No  maistrie  war  but  straik  of  sword  or  knyfo, 

To   subdew  Ingland,  man,  barne  and  wyfe. 

Syne  with  thair  power  put  all  into  one, 

Far  furth  in  Ingland  fordward  ay  ar  gone  ;  35,24.0 

With  fyre  and  blude  that  wonder  wes  to  se, 

Full  mony  one  ilk  da  tha  maid  till  de. 

Preist  or  clerk  that  tyme  tha  sparit  nane  ; 

Full  mony  one  tha  maid  rycht  will  of  wane. 

Ane  richt  lang  quhile  so  that  tliair  will  tha         35,245 

wrocht, 
That  all  Ingland  had  haill  bene  put  to  nocht, 
For  euirmoir  also  maid  for  to  rew, 
War  nocht  the  sonar  that  tha  gat  reskew. 
This  king  Edward,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 
Ane  bastard  had  bayth  bellicois  and  bald,  35,250 

Of  quhome  befoir  schort  quhile  to  iow  I  schew, 
Wes  crownit  king  bot  laitlie  of  the  new, 
For  lauchtfull  childer  that  tyme  had  he  none. 
This  king  to  name  wes  callit  Ethalstone, 
With  mony  man  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild,  35,255 
Onto  ane  place  wes  callit  Brommynfeild, 
Vpone  ane  mure  tha  met  vther  forgane. 
And  swapit  on  quhill  mony  ane  wes  slane 
Col.  2.       On  euerie  syde  with  grit  rancour  and  tene. 

The  Inglismen  that  micht  nocht  weill  sustene       35,260 
That  multitude,  the  quhilk  sic  strenthis  hed, 
Out  of  the  feild  in  gude  ordour  tha  fled. 
Onto  ane  strenth  that  wes  neirhand  besyde. 
Bayth  Scot  and  Dane  richt  suddantlie  that  tyde 
Brak  thair  array,  and  all  to  spul^e  zeid,  35,265 

Of  Incclismen  tha  had  so  litill  dreid 
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Traistand  agane  that  tlia  durst  nocht  persew 
Battell  no  moir,  for  oucht  efter  of  new- 
It  myclit  befall,  and  speciallie  that  tyde. 
Tha  war  begyld  for  all  thair  lieicht  and  pryde.    35,270 
This  Ethalstane  quhen  lie  beheld  and  saw 
Baith  vp  and  doun  as  tha  wai-  scatterit  aw, 
Without  ordour  into  the  feild  so  wyde, 
In  gude  array  returnit  in  the  tyde, 
With  all  his  power  in  the  feild  agane,  35,275 

Quhair  mony  Scot  and  mony  Dayne  wes  slane, 
Without  ordour  war  scatterit  in  the  feild, 
Richt  cruellie  but  mercie  than  war  keild. 
The  Scottis  war  of  sic  nobillitie, 

Greit  schame  tha  thocht  for  so  few  folk  to  fle,     35,280 
Without  ordour  so  lang  faucht  on  that  plane, 
For  the  most  part  quhill  tha  war  ilkone  slane. 
Malcome,  thair  captane  as  te  hard  befoir, 
Into  the  feild  than  woundit  wes  so  soir. 
Out  of  the  feild  with  greit  danger  he  fled  35,285 

That  samin  tyme  ;  syne  efterwart  wes  hed, 
Betuix  tua  liors  vpone  [ane]  litter  borne, 
Onto  Scotland  vpone  the  tother  morne ; 
So  soir  woundit  he  wes  into  the  tyde. 
That  he  doucht  nother  for  to  gang  nor  ryde.        35,290 
Sone  efter  syne  this  ilk  king  Ethelstone, 
With  all  his  power  haistelie  is  gone 
Ouir  all  the  partis  of  Northumberland, 
Withoutin  stop,  quhair  ony  thair  he  fand, 
Subdewit  hes,  with  litill  sturt  or  pane,  35,295 

Bayth  land  and  liegis  to  his  fayth  agane  ; 
With  Cumbria  siclike  and  Westmurland, 
Reskewit  hes  withoutin  ony  ganestand. 
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How  King  Constantyne  was  grittumelie  com- 

MOUIT   OF   the    TyNSALL   OF  HIS   LORDIS,   AND 

resignit  ouir  HIS  Croun  in  Malcolmus 
Hand,  and  ^eid  and  did  Pennance  ajsiang 
THE  Kiricmen  in  Sanct  Androis  thair  all 
HIS  Day  IS. 

Qulien  Constantyne  quhilk  wes  of  Scottis  king, 
Quhen  that  he  knew  perfitlie  all  that  thing,  35,300 

How  of  Scotland  the  nobillis  war  distroyit, 
Ilk  da  by  da  he  studeit  moir  and  noyit; 
Wittand  so  weill  him  self  had  all  the  wyte, 
That  causit  him  moir  furious  to  flyte 
With  his  awin  self,  quhen  that  he  wnderstude      35,305 
Distroyit  wes  so  mekle  nobill  blude, 
Throw  auerice  and  throw  na  vther  thinsf. 
The  fourtie  leir  quhilk  than  wes  of  his  ring, 
Kinrik  and  croun,  but  stop  or  tit  ganestand, 
Resignit  hes  in  this  Malcolmus  hand,  35,3io 

In  Sanct  Androis  S3Tie  efter  did  remane, 
Into  the  kirk  than  metropolitane, 
Amang  the  kirkmen  rycht  contemplatyve. 
In  greit  pennance,  the  terme  of  all  liis  lyfe. 
Syne  finallie,  as  that  my  author  sais,  35,315 

In  peice  and  rest  closit  his  latter  dais. 
In  lona  Yle  syne  graithit  wes  into  grave, 
AVitli  greit  honour  siclike  as  wes  the  lave  ; 
Lib.ii,f.i77.  Into  his  graue  quhair  he  dois  lit  remane. 

Now  to  my  purpois  turne  I  will  agane.  35,320 

How  Malcolme  ressauit  the  Croun  of  Scot- 
land, AND  of  his  DeIDIS. 

This  ilk  Malcolme,  of  quhome  te  hard  befoir, 
With  haill  consent  of  all  man  les  and  moir, 
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Fra  Constant}nie  ressaiiit  Les  the  croun. 

Ane  man  all  tyme  he  wes  of  gude  fassoun, 

And  euerilk  da  hes  done  grit  diligence,  35,325 

Aganis  his  fais  for  to  mak  defence, 

And  wes  content  in  peax  to  bruke  his  awin. 

And  full  layth  he  wes  also  to  be  ouirthrawin. 

And  for  that  cans  witli  Ethelstone,  but  leis, 

His  purpois  wes  than  for  to  tak  peice,  35,330 

Dewysit  syne  to  Ethalstone  to  send. 

And  as  tha  war  than  reddie  for  to  wend, 

Ane  faithfull  man  thair  cum  to  him  and  schew. 

How  Ethelstone  and  Aweles  of  the  new 

Accordit  war,  and  maid  ane  sicker  band,  85,335 

Tliat  Aweles  alhaill  Northumberland 

Suld  haif  that  tyme  rycht  frelie  with  his  hart, 

Aganis  the  Scottis  for  to  tak  his  part. 

Also  he  said,  rycht  sone  he  wnderstude, 

Tha   suld    persew    him    baytli    with    fyre    and      35,340 

blude. 
Quhairof  this  king  that  tyme  wes  nocht  content, 
^it  neuirtheles  rycht  sone  incontinent, 
Quhen  that  he  hard  how  thir  kingis  did  mene. 
His  lordis  all  togidder  did  convene, 
For  till  aduiss  quhat  best  wes  till  be  done.  35,345 

Amang  thame  syne  decretit  hes  rycht  sone, 
Or  tha  suld  loiss  thair  libertie  and  landis, 
For  till  debait  it  baldlie  with  thair  handis, 
Or  tha  war  maid  to  be  bondis  and  tin-all. 
Suppois  that  tyme  thair  power  wes  rycht  small,  35,350 
As  fortoun  wald,  sic  aventure  to  tak, 
Or  tha  wald  thoill  so  grit  ane  schame  and  lak, 
Sen  battell  wes  bot  aventure  and  weir ; 
And  how  it  liapnit  efter  te  sail  heir. 
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How    Ethelstane    and    Aweles,    with    bayth 

THAIR  GREIT  PoWERIS,  PURPOSIT  IN  SCOT- 
LAND AGANE  King  Malcolme,  and  of  the 
Discord  that  fell  amang  thame,  quhair- 
throw  mony  ane  was  slane  ;  and  how 
Aweles  fled. 

This  Ethelstane,  of  quliome  befoir  I  tald,  35,355 

And  Aweles  thir  bernis  that  war  bald. 

With  thair  poweris  of  greit  multitude, 

Convenit  hes  togidder  neir  ane  flude, 

Bayth  in  ane  will  as  le  sail  wnderstand, 

In  ferme  purpois  to  cum  into  Scotland.  35,360 

Syne  suddantlie,  the  quhilk  culd  nocht  be  smord. 

Than  as  God  wald,  ane  grit  stryfe  and  discord 

Betuix  thame  tua  into  the  tyme  thair  fell ; 

Quhat  wes  the  cans  I  can  nocht  to  low  tell. 

Quhilk  causit  thame  in  tua  pairteis  to  draw,         35,365 

In  battell  syne,  with  mony  bitter  blaw, 

That  freindschip  endit  with  grit  sturt  and  stryfe, 

Quhair  mony  thousand  loissit  hes  the  lyfe. 

The  Danis  all  that  da  war  put  to  nocht. 

And  Ethilstone  the  victorie  deir  bocht,  35,370 

Sa  mony  nobill  in  the  feild  wes  slane. 

This  Aweles  no  langar  m3-cht  remane  ; 

Out  of  the  feild  with  waill  few  folic  is  gone, 

Syne  in  ane  boit  fled  to  the  Yle  of  Mone. 

Ryclit  litill  fauour  in  that  place  he  fand,  35,375 

Quhairfoir  he  sped  him  rycht  sone  in  Ireland. 

How  King  Malcolme  causit  the  Kirkmen  to 

PRA  AND  THANK   GOD. 

Quhen  king  Malcolme  that  vnderstude,  and  knew 
So  greit  mischeif  wes  fallin  of  the  new. 
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Betiiix  the  Danis  and  this  Ethilstone,  Col.  2, 

Ouir  all  Scotland  the  kirkmen  all  ilkone,  35,380 

Baith  preist  and  prelat  in  the  tyrae  to  pra, 
Thankand  greit  [God]  to  thame  that  had  done  sua. 
Considderand  als  how  all  the  mater  stude, 
Deliuerit  thame  without  battell  or  blude 
Out  of  the  liandis  of  thair  mortall  fa,  35,385 

Quhome  to  tha  dred  sum  tyme  to  haif  bene  pra. 


How  PeAX  WES  MAID  BETUIX  MALCOLME,  KiNG 
OF  SCOTTIS,  AND  EtHALSTANE,  KiNG  OF  InG- 
LAND. 

Sone  efter  syne  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 

Fra  Ethilstone  thair  come  ane  messingeir 

To  king  Malcolme  and  euerie  Scottis  lord, 

Beseikand  thame  of  gude  peice  and  concord,  35,390 

Siclike  in  fayth  as  tha  war  wont  to  stand, 

With  all  conditioun  and  with  euerilk  band. 

Quhairof  this  Malcolme  wes  rycht  weill  content, 

And  all  his  lordis  intiU  ane  assent, 

Renewit  peax  with  lettres  seillit  braid,  35,395 

With  this  conditioun  peax  this  time  wes  maid  : 

Northumberland  with  Ingland  suld  remane, 

And  Cumbria  and  Westmurland  agane 

To  king  Malcolme  tha  suld  agane  restoir, 

Alss  fre  in  peax  as  euir  tha  war  befoir,  35,400 

And  fra  that  furth  the  princes  land  sould  be 

Of  Scotland  ay  in  heretage  and  fe ; 

Quhairfoir  he  suld  to  kingis  of  Ingland 

Obedience  mak  without  ony  demand, 

Without  [it]  war  in  his  awin  defence,  35,405 

Siclyke  also  of  Scotland  and  liis  prence. 

To  euerie  man,  as  nature  lies  maid  kend, 

Of  thre  thingis  is  lefull  to  defend  ; 
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That  is  to  Scay  his  kinrik  and  his  croun, 

And  him  awin  self  out  of  subjectioun.  35,410 

Off  this  conditioun  maid  wes  than  this  peice ; 

Fra  that  tyme  furth  the  weiris  all  did  ceis. 


Off    ane    nobill    Man    Indulphus,    and    how 
King  Malcolme  was  murdreist  and  slane. 

Ane  nobill  man  of  grit  honour  and  fame, 

Indulphus  than  wes  callit  to  his  name, 

Richt  mekill  gude  into  his  tyme  that  did,  35,415 

The  sone  he  wes  of  Constantyne  the  thrid  ; 

Of  Cumbria  and  eik  of  Westmurland 

He  wes  maid  lord,  and  prince  of  all  Scotland. 

Fra  that  tyme  furth  this  gude  Malcome  the  king 

In  peax  and  rest  did  all  his  dais  ring,  35,420 

And  equallie  exercit  hes  his  cuir, 

Without  complaynt  other  of  riche  or  puir. 

In  Murra  land  it  liapnit  efter  syne, 

Into  ane  toun  that  caUifc  wes  Vlryne, 

Becaus  he  wes  of  justice  so  extreme,  35,425 

Freindis  of  quhome  befoir  that  he  did  fleuie, 

Vpoun  ane  nyclit  tha  murdreist  him  or  da, 

Eicht  quietlie  in  his  bed  quhair  he  la. 

Thir  deid-doaris,  sone  efter  to  regard, 

War  tane  ilkone  and  hangit  tiU  reward.  35,430 

The  saxtene  teir  of  this  Malcolmus  ring 

So  endit  he  that  wes  of  Scotland  king, 

Becaus  he  wes  so  equale  in  his  cuir. 

Rycht  semdill  is  that  sic  men  ma  be  suir 

Fra  fals  fortoun,  and  all  the  caus  is  quhy,  35,435 

Sic  fals  tratouris  at  just  men  hes  invy. 

Syne  efter  that  within  ane  lytill  quhile, 

Ingravit  wes  syne  into  lona  Yle. 
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How  Indulphus  was  crownit  King  of  Scottis 

EFTER   THE  DeCEIS   OF    KiNG   MALCOLME,   AND 

HOW    AWELES    SEND    FRA    NORROWAY    TO    In- Lib.  11,  f.  17 7b. 

dulphus  for  supple,  and  how  he  come  in  ^^^'  ^' 
Northumberland  with  greit  Power  aganis 
Ingland,  and  of  Indulphus  Ansuer  to 
HIS  Herald,  and  of  Elgaryn,  Lord  of 
Northumberland,  and  how  King  Edmond 
SEND  ANE  Herald  to  Indulphus  for 
Supple  aganis  Aweles  and  the  Danis. 

This  Indulphus  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 

As  that  my  author  did  me  mentioun  mak,  36,440 

With  haill  consent  that  tyme  of  aid  and  ^ing, 

Was  crownit  than  of  Scotland  to  be  king. 

Ane  man  he  wes  without  crudelitie, 

Equale  in  justice  but  partialitie  ; 

With  diligence  exerceand  ay  his  cuir,  35,445 

And  greit  compassioun  had  also  of  the  puir  ; 

With  wisdome  ay  he  gydit  euirilk  thing. 

Syne  efterwart,  the  fyft  ^eir  of  his  ring, 

This  Aweles  of  quhome  befoir  I  schew, 

Era  Norroway  send  till  him  of  the  new,  35,450 

Beseikand  him  of  his  help  and  supple, 

Of  the  injuris  to  revengit  be 

In  Brymmynfeild  wes  done  than  of  befoir. 

For-quhy,  he  said,  he  trowit  neuir  moir 

Suld  be  forget,  as  he  culd  wnderstand,  35,455 

Quhill  ony  Scot  war  levand  in  Scotland. 

King  Ethilstone  into  the  tyme  wes  deid, 

His  sone  Edmond  than  rang  into  his  steid, 

And  ]\ralcolme  als  departit  wes  and  gone ; 

Quhairfoir,  he  said,  betuix  thir  tua  alone  35  460 

The  band  wes  maid,  quhilk  no  langer  suld  lest 

No[w]  tha  war  deid,  quhairfoir  he  held  it  best 

That  [he]  that  tyme  suld  tak  on  him  greit  cuir. 

For  to  revenge  sic  harmes  and  injure. 
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And  plesit  liiui,  lie  said,  sic  thing  till  do,  35,465 

Traist  weill  he  suld  mak  him  grit  help  thairto ; 

Sayand,  this  Edmond  wes  nocht  worth  ane  fie, 

Without  wisdome  ane  king  or  prince  till  be ; 

Infectit  als  with  euery  vice  and  crynie, 

And  he  culd  neuir  get  sa  gude  ane  tyme.  35,470 

This  king  Indulfe  sic  ansuer  maid  thairtill, 

That  force  it  wes  the  band  for  to  fullill, 

The  quhilk  wes  maid  with  tha  kingis  beforne, 

Without  he  war  bayth  fals  and  als  mensworne ; 

Quhilk,    and    he    did,    it    war    bayth    syn    and     35,475 

schame. 
With  this  ansuer  the  herald  passit  hame 
To  Aweles  into  the  tyme  and  schew. 
This  Aweles,  quhen  he  his  ansuer  knew, 
Rycht  sone  efter,  without  stop  or  ganestand, 
Ane  greit  armie  brocht  in  Northumberland  35,480 

Fra  Norrowa,  with  mony  berne  ful  bald, 
With  thair  captane  quhilk  callit  wes  Rannald. 
Ane  lord  thair  wes  than  in  Northumberland, 
Hecht  Elgaryn  as  le  sail  vnderstand, 
Ascryvand  him  to  be  of  Danis  blude,  35,485 

And  for  that  caus,  now  schortHe  to  conclude. 
This  Aweles  he  hes  resauit  than 
At  greit  plesour  with  his  armie  ilkman : 
Promittand  him  rycht  glaidlie  with  his  hart, 
Agane  Edmond  ay  for  to  tak  his  part ;  35,490 

Syne  all  the  strenthis  that  war  in  that  land, 
Eesignit  thame  ilkone  in  till  his  hand. 
This  king  Edmond  thairof  quhen  he  hard  tell, 
How  Algaryn  agane  him  did  rebell, 
And  Aweles  had  gottin  but  ganestand  35,495 

The  strenthis  all  war  in  Northumberland, 
To  Indulphus  ane  herald  sone  send  he, 
Requyrand  him  of  liis  help  and  supple 
Agane  the  Danis  war  thair  commoun  fo 
His  traist  it  wes  Indulfus  suld  do  so,  35,500 
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To  keip  the  band  that  wes  maid  lang  befoir. 

This  Indulfus  withoutin  ony  moir,  Col.  2. 

Ten  thousand  men  that  tyme  be  taill  weill  tald, 

In  armour  bricht,  bayth  bellicois  and  bald, 

And  gold  and  siluer  with  thame  for  to  spend,      35,505 

Into  Ingland  till  king  Edmond  he  send. 

Of  quhois  come  this  nobill  king  Edmound, 

As  bird  on  breir  wes  blyth  and  letabund, 

Or  ony  be  that  biggis  into  hyve, 

Withoutin  let  than  sped  him  on   belyve  35,oio 

With  greit  power  onto   Northumberland. 

This  Aweles  als  on  the  tother  hand, 

With  mony  wy  that  worthie  war  and  wycht, 

Appeirit  thair  richt  sone  into  his  sycht ; 

Syne  in  that  tyme  ane  herald  sone  he  send  35,515 

To  king  Edmond  with  hartlie  recommend, 

The  quhilk  herald  than  did  him  wnderstand, 

Wald  he  lat  him  hald  still  Northumberland, 

With  all  fredome  as  it  wes  wont  till  haif, 

Siclike  befoir  as  Ethelstane  him  gaif,  35,520 

Betuix  Scotland  and  Ingland  for  till  be 

Ane  mid  persone  haifand  auctoritie, 

To  stanche  all  stryfe  and  gar  all  weiris  ceiss, 

For  euirmoir  tha  mycht  leif  in  peice. 

And  mairattouir  he  did    him  wnderstand,  35,525 

Gif  that  thair  come  in  Scotland  or  Ingland 

Ony  stranger  to  move  battell  or  weir, 

Into  that  tyme  he  offerit  him  to  sweir, 

Quhat  euir  tha  war,  rycht  glaidlie  with  his  hart 

Agane  all  sic  he  sould  ay  tak  thair  part.  35,530 

This  king  Edmond  so  weill  his  falsheid  knew, 

Traistand  thairfoir  that  he  culd  nocht  be  trew, 

Maid  ansuer  sone  that  he  wald  nocht  do  so. 

With  that  responce  the  herald  hyne  did  go 

To  Aweles,  and  schew  him  les  and  moir  35,535 

All  his  responss  as  ya  half  hard  befoir. 
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Than  Aweles  witlioutin  ony  baid, 

Amang  his  men  gude  ordour  [than]  hes  maid. 

This  Elgaryn,  as  te  sail  wnderstand, 

Aucht  thousand  men  had  of  Northumberland         35,540 

At  his  bidding  into  the  feild  that  da. 

Then  king  Edmond,  with  all  the  haist  he  ma, 

With  mony  targe  and  mony  glitterand  scheild, 

In  gude  ordour  aganis  him  hes   tane  feild. 

The  men  that  tyme  all  of  Northumberland,  35,545 

Seand  thair  king  agane  tharae  thair  cumand, 

Quhome  of  that  tyme  tha  war  so  soir  adred, 

Out  of  the  feild  in  gude  ordour  tha  fled. 

Quhairof  the  Danis  sic  disconfort  tuke. 

That  mony  ane  thair  armour  of  thame  schuke,     35,550 

Out  of  the  feild  syne  efter  foUouit  fast. 

This  Aweles  thairof  na  thing  agast, 

And  all  his  nobillis  standand  him  about, 

"  Into  the  feild  tha  enterit  with  ane  schout, 

And  faucht  ane  quhile  als  lang  as  it  myclit  be,    35,555 

Quhill  force  it  wes  efter  the  lawe  to  fle. 

Rycht  few  war  keillit  in  the  fechting  place, 

Bot  mony  ane  wer  slane  into  the  chace  ; 

And  neuir  man  wes  of  the  Danis  blude 

Wes  tane  that  da,  other  ill  or  gude ;  35,560 

And  also  lang  as  tha  had  ony  lycht, 

Greit  slauchter  maid  quhill  twynnit  thame  the  nycht. 

Thus  fortoun  wald  it  hapnit  vpone  cace, 

This  Elgaiyn  wes  tane  into  the  chace, 

Bayth  fit  and  hand  fast  festnit  syne  and  bund,    36,565 

And  presentit  wes  befoir  this  ilk  Edmond. 

Quhilk  efter  wart,  as  justice  wald  and  ressoun, 

For  his  defalt,  his  falsheid,  and  his  tressone, 

In  Eborak,  efter  that  he  wes  schrevin, 

Lib.ii,f.i78.  With  foure  wyld  hors  in  foure  partis  wes^  revin.  35,570 
Col.  1.         -^  ^ 

'  In  MS.  war. 
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The  men  of  gude  als  in  Northumberland, 

Rycht  mony  than  war  hangit  all  fra  hand ; 

Siclike  reward  as  tha  seruit  to  half, 

Into  that  tyme  it  wes  nocht  for  to  craif. 

This  king  Edmond  the  morne  efter  the  feild,        35,675 

Rycht  equalie  to  euerie  man  and  cheild 

The  haill  spulte  amang  thame  gart  diuyde, 

Bayth  ill  and  gude  that  present  wes  that  tyde ; 

And  speciallie  tliat  tyme,  attouir  the  lawe, 

To  Scottis  men  rycht  greit  rewardis  gawe,  35,580 

And  thankit  thame  rycht  hartlie  with  gude  will, 

In  his  supple  that  tyme  that  come  him  till. 

Tha  tuke  thair  leve  quhen  done  wes  all  this  thing, 

And  passit  hame  to  gude  Indulfe  the  king. 


How  Agoxe  and  Elrik  come  in  Albione  out 

OF   NORROWAY. 

Efter  this  tyme  the  space  of  neir  four  ^eir,  35,585 

As  liapnit  syne  tak  tent  and  ^e  sail  heir. 

Of  Norrowa  ane  grit  nobill  of  one. 

The  quhilk  to  name  that  callit  wes  Agone, 

And  of  Denmark  siclike  thair  wes  ane  vther, 

Callit  Elrik,  in  armes  wes  his  bruther.  35,590 

With  greit  power  thir  tua  lies  tane  the  se, 

In  Albione  for  to  revengit  be 

Of  thair  freindis  that  slane  wes  of  befoir. 

Syne  into  Forth,  with  mekill  host  and  schoir. 

Be  aduenture  the  wedder  did  thame  dryve,  35,595 

Vp  in  the  firth  quhair  tha  thocht  till  arryve, 

In  sindrie  partis  quhair  tha  schupe  to  land  ; 

And  ay  tha  gat  so  greit  stop  and  ganestand. 

Throw  men  of  weir  that  come  to  the  cost  syde. 

In  Forth  that  tyme  tha  wald  na  langar  byde.      35,600 

Syne  with  thair  schippis  efter  on  ane  da, 

Tha  enterit  all  into  the  mouth  of  Ta. 
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So  mony  folk  into  that  place  tha  fand. 
That  in  no  pairt  tha  lute  thame  thair  tak  land. 
S^^ne  saillit  furth  into  the  north  rycht  far,  35,605 

By  Miirra,  Buchquhane,  the  Mernis  als  and  Mar, 
And  fand  na  place  quhair  tha  durst  tak   the 

land, 
So  mekill  stop  tha  had  ay  and  ganestand. 
Quhairfoir  that  tyme  tha  haif  wrocht  with  ane 

wjde. 
How  tha  mycht  best  the  Scottis  to  begyle,  35,6io 

And  drew  thair  saiUis  to  the  top  rycht  hie, 
And    tuke   thair    courss    rycht   eist    throw    the 

mane  se, 
In  that  beleif  tha  passit  war  awa. 
Syne  efterwart  tha  come  on  the  fourt  da 
Into  Boyne,  ane  land  by  Buchquhane  cost,  35,615 

And  thair  at  lasar  landit  all  thair  oist. 
Airlie  at  morne  [syne]  sone,  or  ony  wist, 
Tha  landit  thair  at  grit  lasar  and  list. 
The  nychtbour  men  that  duelt  neirhand  about, 
Tha  gatherit  furth  that  tyme  in  mony  route  ;      35,620 
Becaus  thair  power  so  litill  wes  and  small, 
Tha  wald  nocht  be  resistit  for  thame  all, 
Bot  in  that  land  thair  tha  remainit  still. 
With  greit  heirschip  at  thair  plesour  and  will. 
Quhill  Indulfe  sone  efter  on  ane  da,  35,625 

Come  thair  him  self,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
With  bernis  bald  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild. 
On  fit  and  hors  that  tyme  and  gaif  thame  feild. 
Vpone  ane  mure  besyde  ane  mont  tha  met. 
With  brandis  brycht  ilkane  on  vther  bet  ;  35,630 

Bald  as  ane  bair  tha  bernis  all  did  byde, 
Without  sun^e  that  tyme  in  ony  syde. 
Into  that  stour  ane  lang  quhile  so  tha  stude, 
Quhill  mony  berne  had  bled  rycht  mekill  blude. 
And  mony  grume  la  granand  on  the  ground,         35,635 
And  mony  ane  buir  deidlie  werkand  wound. 
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So  at  the  last  the  lord  than  of  Dumbar, 

And  one  heclit  Gryme,  quhilk  cuming  had  rycht 

far 
Fra  Loutheane  supple  thair  for  to  mak,  ^^'*  "• 

Come  in  that  tyme  behind  the  Danis  bak,  35,640 

In  rayit  battell  reddie  for  till  June. 
The  Danis  than  persauit  that  richt  sone, 
In  sindrie  partis  skaillit  heir  and  thair, 
In  greit  danger  the  langar  ay  the  mair, 
Sum  in  mos  and  vther  sum  in  myi-e,  35,645 

In  grit  trubill  quhilk  causit  thame  to  tyre. 
Into  the  tyme  quhill  tha  war  all  ouirtane. 
Syne  cruellie  thair  war  tha  slane  ilkane. 
Tliis  nobill  king  so  hapnit  him  to  ryde. 
With  ane  armie  in  by  ane  montane  syde,  38,650 

Ouir  all  the  feild  mo  Danis  for  to  spy  ; 
So  in  ane  glen  than  Hand  wes  thairby 
Ane  wyng  of  Danis,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Quhilk  in  the  feild  had  nocht  fouchten  that  da. 
And  suddanelie  again  tha  gaif  thame  feild.  35,655 

The  Danis  all  ilkone  that  tyme  wer  keild. 
And  gude   Indulfe  than  with  ane  fedderit  flane, 
Throw  aventure  in  that  same  feild  wes  slane. 
As  I  haif  said  so  hapnit  all  this  thing 
Into  the  nynt  zeir  of  Indulfus  ring,  35,660 

And  of  oure  Lord   that  tyme  nyne  hundreth  teir, 
Saxtie  and  aucht,  no  moir  to  rekkin  heir. 
Of  gude  Indulfe  the  bodie  syne  tha  buir 
To  lona  Yle  with  bissines  and  cuir, 
With  all  honom"  that  sic  ane  prince  suld  haif,      35,665 
In  sepultuir  syne  put  besyde  the  lawe. 
Syne  efter  that  that  all  this  thing  wes  done, 
The  lordis  all  convenit  into  Scone, 
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How    DUFFOIS,    SONE    OF    KiNG   MALCOLME,   WAS 

CROWNiT  King  efter  Indulftjs,  and  of  his 

DUCHTIE    DeIDIS    AND    JUSTICE   DONE    IN    THE 

Ylis. 

Ane  lustie  man  rycht  plesand  and  benyng, 

Duffois  to  name,  sone  wes  of  Malcolme  king,        35,670 

Quliome  of  le  hard  bot  scliort  quliile  of  befoir, 

Witli  liaill  consent  that  tyme  of  les  and  moir. 

In  rob  royall,  with  sword,  sceptour  and  ring, 

Tliat  samin  t3Tne  wes  crownit  to  be  king. 

The  eldest  sone  than  of  gude  Indulfus,  35,675 

The  quhilk  to  name  wes  callit  Culenus, 

Declarit  wes  of  Cumbria  to  be 

The  lord  and  prince,  with  haill  auctoritie, 

And  to  Duffois  the  successour  and  prince, 

Be  haill  consent  without  fraude  or  offence.  35,680 

This  beand  done  as  le  haif  hard  me  say, 

He  tuke  his  leif  syne  passit  on  his  wa 

To    Cumbria,  fra  that  place  mony  mylis. 

The  king  also  than   passit  in  the  Ylis, 

For  mekill  sturt  that  tyme  that  wes  on  steir       35,685 

Ouir  all  the  Ylis  than  bayth  far  and  neir. 

The  laborus  men  into  the  Ylis  that  war, 

With  ydill  men  oppressit  war  richt  far  ; 

Ilk  da  by  da  that  tyme  tha  war  ouirthrawin 

Be  gentill  men  that  had  nocht   of  thair  awin.     35,690 

In  all  thair  tyme   tha  had   no  will  to    wirk, 

Bot  plukkit  ay  fra  puir  men  and  the  kirk, 

Tha  comptit  nocht,  gat  tha  the  gold  to   spend, 

How  it  wes  wyn  or  quhat  suld  be  the  end. 

The  king  thairfoir  into  the  samin  quhile,  35,695 

The  lord  and  thane  that  wes  of  euery  yle, 

Befoir  him  self  that  tyme  he  gart  compeir 

In  audience  that  tha  mycht  ilkane  heir. 
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He  said,  and  swoir  be  bis  rycbt  band  and  croun, 

Hard  be  oucht  mair  of  sic  oppressioun,  35,700  Lib.ii,f.i78b. 

Tba  suld  baif  all  mair,  magir  to  tbair  meid, 

Na  tba  befoir  war  doaris  of  tbe  deid, 

Rycbt  Weill  be  wist  tbat  sic  tbing  culd  nocbt  be, 

Bot  gif  it  war  of  tbair  auctoritie ; 

And  tbat  tba  war  manteinit  weill  tbairin,  35,705 

Qubilk.  war  to  tbame  so  neir  of  blude  and  kin, 

Relaxand  tbame  witboutin  law  so  large  ; 

Do  as  tba  list  it  sould  ly  on  tbair  cbarge. 

Rycbt  mony  lord  tbair  wes  into  tbat  land, 

Obeyit  weill  bis  edick  and  command  ;  35,7io 

Witb  diligence  and  bissie  cuir  tba  woik. 

And  mony  trucour  in  tlie  tyme  tba  tuik. 

Part  be  force,  and  vtber  part  tbrow  slycbt. 

Syne  on  ane  gallons  bangit  tbame  on  bycbt ; 

And  all  tbe  laif  tbat  culd  nocbt  be  ouirtane,         35,715 

Tlia  baneist  tbame  in  Ireland  tban  ilkane. 

And  mony  vtber  wes  of  nobill  blude, 

Tbrow  greit  requeist  of  sindrie  men  of  gude, 

Tba  fand  borowis  ^  fra  tbat  furtbt  to  be  leill. 

In  all  tbair  tyme  no  moir  to  reif  or  steiU.  35,720 

And  so  tba  did  in  mony  sindrie  landis, 

Wynnand  tbair  leving  dalie  witb  tbair  bandis  ; 

Tbe  best  craft  and  of  tbe  grittest  blude. 

To  sober  men  maid  seruice  for  tbair  fude. 

Becaus  tba  war  so  euill  teicbit  in  tbair  loutb,      35,725 

Haifland  weilfair  and  wantones  at  fouth. 

But  disciplyne  witb  sic  vndantonit  rage, 

Qubilk  causit  tbame  baif  powertie  in  age ; 

Tbat  force  it  wes  in  sic  necessitie. 

To  reif  or  steill,  or  tban  of  bungar  de,  35,730 

Or  witb  tbair  bandis  dalie  for  to  wirk, 

Sic  force  it  wes  mycbt  notber  tyre  no  irk. 


'  In  MS.  haronis. 
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Quliairat  tliair  freindis  had  richfc  greit  invy, 

Amaug  thaiiie  self  complenit  and  said,  fy 

Vpoun  tbair  king  !  wes  nother  wyss  no  gude,       33,735 

Maid  sic  distructiouu  of  tlie  nobill  blude, 

Quhilk  thoillit  thame  sic  yyle  seriiice  to  niak 

To  carlis  blude  with  so  grit  schame  and  lak, 

In  vihpentioun  of  the  nobill  blude. 

Quhairfoir  tha  said  all,  schortlie  to  conclude,         35,740 

He  ganit  nocht  to  be  ane  king  or  prince, 

So  extreme  wes  alvvay  in  the  defence 

Of  carle  and  kirkmen  war  bot  of  law  birth, 

That  nobill  blude  at  him  gat  no  moir  girth 

Nor  the  leist  knaif  for  taking  of  ane  cow ;  35,745 

Sic  law  tha  said  wes  nothing  to  allow. 

Quhat  wes  the  end,  quha  lykis  for  to  speir, 

Tak  tent  to  me  and  I  sail  tell  ^ow  heir. 


How  King  Duffois  was  vexit  with  soir  Seik- 

NES,    AND    IN    THAT    TyME    OF    GREIT    OpPRES- 
SIOUN   MAID   BE   MeN    OF   GUDE. 

Sone  efter  this  it  hapnit  for  to  be, 

This  king  DufFus  with  greit  infirmitie  35,750 

Soir  vexit  wes,  with  bitter  panis  Strang, 

That  he  doucht  nother  for  to  ryde  nor  gang  ; 

But  appetyte  other  of  meit  or  drink, 

And  all  the  nycht  he  sleipit  nocht  ane  wynk. 

Richt  oft  he  fell  into  ane  glowand  heit,  35,755 

With  sic  abundance  of  exceidand  sweit. 

His  cumlie  cors,  befoir  wes  corpolent, 

Laithlie  and  lene  wes  maid,  and  macilent. 

Grislie  and  grym  lyke  ony  gaist  he  grew, 

With  paill  visage  discolorat  wes  of  hew  ;  35,760 

Of  medicine  he  wes  out  of  beleif ; 

For  no  prattik  that  men  culd  on  him  prewe 
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Tlia  culd  noclit  les  him  of  Lis  pane  ane  myte, 

In  medicine  thoclit  tha  war  ryelit  perfite. 

Disparit  wes  than  of  his  lyfe  ilkone,  35,765 

Michfc  no  man  help  that  tyme  bot  God  alone.  Col.  2. 

In  this  tyme  now  that  le  heir  me  tell, 

In  MuiTa  land  richt  mony  did  rebeU, 

And  speciallie  the  grittest  men  of  gude, 

Quhen    that  tha  hard  how  with  the  king  it       35,770 

stude. 
Richt  mony  one  wes  reft  of  his  possessioun, 
And  mony  puir  man  spukeit  with  oppressionn, 
And  mony  wyfe  and  wedow  oft  wes  wrangit, 
And  mony  theif,  that  seruit  to  be  hangit, 
Of  meit  and  drink  richt  deliccit  wes  fed,  35,775 

Quhen  leill  men  oft  wnsowpit  leid  to  bed. 
Richt  closlie  lit  tha  keipit  all  this  thing, 
^it  unreveillit  to  Duffus  the  king, 
Or  it  sould  lat  him  for  to  convales, 
And  cans  his  cair  the  moir  for  to  incres.  35,780 

And  for  that  cans  tha  keipit  it  als  cloiss, 
As  men  wald  keip  balme  riche  in  ane  boiss. 
Sone  efter  this,  I  can  nocht  tell  ^ow  how, 
Gif  that  my  author  thairof  be  till  trow, 
Thair  raiss  ane  word  amang  thame  suddantlie,      35,785 
Sayand  the  king  that  tyme  suld  witchit  be 
Be  ane  auld  wyfe  duelland  in  Forres  toun, 
Rycht  quyetlie  amang  thame  lang  did  woun. 
Syne  at  the  last  it  brak  out  with  sic  feir, 
Quhill  that  it  come  vnto  the  kingis  eir.  35,790 

All  seik  men  hes  ane  vse  and  consuetude. 
To  seik  all  thing  tha  trow  ma  do  thame  gude, 
And  euerie  man  of  counsall  to  inquyir, 
Of  noveltie  tha  haif  so  greit  desyre. 
That  samin  tyme  so  did  Duffois  the  king :  35,795 

He  ceissit  nocht  fra  tyme  he  knew  sic  thing. 
To  Forres  toun  quhill  he  send  to  exploir, 
Gif  all  wes  suitli  wes  said  to  him  befoir. 

VOL.   II.  K   K 
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How  King  Duffois  was  witchit  be  Aduise  of 

HIS      LORDIS      WITH      ANE     WiTCHE     CaRLING 
THAT   DUELT   in   FoRRES. 

In  Forres  toiin  ane  fair  castell  of  one 

Thair  stude  that  tyme,  quhilk  wes  ryclit  Strang   35,800 

of  stone, 
The  kingis  castell  lang  wes  of  the  auld ; 
Ane  nobill  man,  wes  callit  Donewald, 
Had  it  in  cuir  and  keipar  of  that  hous, 
Ane  traist  seruand  wes  to  this  king  Duffus. 
This  kingis  men  that  secreitlie  him  schew,  35,805 

Knawand  so  weill  that  he  wes  verra  trew, 
Desyrand  als  his  counsall  and  supple, 
Off  this  aid  wyfe  to  wit  the  veritie. 
This  aid  carling  ane  prenteis  had  that  tyme, 
Knew  weill  the  craft,  and  also  of  that  cry  me       35,810 
Wes  particeps  quhen  thair  wes  oucht  till  do, 
Perfit  scho  wes  and  helpit  weill  thairto; 
In  the  castell  thair  wes  ane  fair  tonng  man, 
Hir  peramouris  quhilk  in  the  tyme  wes  than. 
This  Donewald  he  knew  thair  kyndnes  M'eill,        35,815 
And  traistit  als  scho  wald  to  him  reveill 
All  kynd  of  thing  that  in  hir  mynd  than  la  ; 
Quhairfoir  richt  sone  syne  efter  on  ane  da, 
He  causit  him  at  hir  to  speir  all  thing, 
Rycht  tenderlie,  of  gude  Duffois  the  king  35,820 

Quhat  wes  the  cans  of  his  infirmitie, 
His  complexioun,  also  his  qualitie  ? 
Or  gif  it  wes  that  men  mycht  niak  remeid, 
Quhat  traistit  scho  than,  quhidder  lyfe  or  deid  ? 
As  wemen  will,  thair  toung  gois  so  wyde,  35,825 

Fra  thair  luifaris  nothing  in  erth  can  hyde. 
Lib.ii,f.i79.  And  so  did  scho  the  samyn  tyme  I  trow, 
Col.  1.       jii^  word  be  word  tald  him  the  maner  how, 
Throw  sorcerie  and  throw  na  vther  thing, 
Distroyit  wes  so  gude  Duffus  the  king,  35,830 
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And  liow  it  wes  all  wroclit  vpoun  the  nycht. 

This  ilk  louiig  man  quhen  he  eonsidderit  rycht 

How  all  thing  stude,  thairof  nothing  he  spak, 

Dreidand  thairof  scho  sould  suspitioun  tak, 

And  tuniit  hes  thair  talking  fra  the  king,  35,835 

To  sport  and  pla  and  mony  sindrie  thing. 

Syne  tuke  his  leif  and  bad  hir  than  gude  nycht, 

And  to  the  castell  raikit  on  full  richt. 

And  tald  to  thame  that  tyme  how  he  had  sped. 

That  samin  nicht,  quhen  all  wes  gone  to  bed,      35,840 

The  kingis  seruandis  fui-th  with  him  he  tuik 

On  to  the  hous  of  this  aid  wyfe  to  luik, 

Gif  tha  culd  spy  that  nycht  gif  oucht  wes  done. 

So  at  the  last  ane  hes  persauit  sone, 

Out    throw   ane   boir    quhair  he    mycht    rycht      35,845 

Weill  se, 
This  aid  carling  vpone  ane  speit  of  tre, 
Of  walx  ane  image  rostand  at  the  fyre. 
That  aid  trattas  for  turning  wald  nocht  tyre, 
And  as  scho  turnit  ay  about  scho  sang, 
Als  on  the  image  scho  leit  drop  amang,  35,850 

Out  of  ane  pig,  ane  wounder  fat  licoir 
Continuallie  ;  than  ordand  wes  thairfoir, 
Quhen  tha  persauit  how  it  wes,  ilkone 
Rycht  quyetlie  on  to  the  dur  ar  gone. 
And  with  ane  dunt  the  dur  sone  vp  tha  dang.     35,855 
Syne  on  the  flure  ben  to  the  fyre  did  gang, 
And  tuik  this  carling  and  hir  prenteis  bayth 
Reid-hand    that    tyme,    thocht    tha   wer   neuir  so 

wrayth, 
Evin  as  tha  sat  with  euerie  instrument, 
Syne  to  the  castell  all  with  thame  tha  went.        35,860 
This  Donewald  he  did  at  thame  inquyre, 
Of  the  image  tha  roistit  at  the  fyre, 
On  to  (^uhat  thing  that  it  suld  signifie. 
The  aid  carling  than  ansuerit  suddantlie 

K  K  2 


516  THE   BUIK   OF  THE 

Till  lilm  agane  in  to  the  samin  thing,  35,865 

Sayand,  it  wes  the  image  of  the  king : 

'*  Quhat  wes  the  cans,  tell  me  syne,  I  desyr, 

"  Thow  rostit  it  so,"  he  said,  "  at  the  fyre, 

"  Tumand  sa  oft  vpoun  tone  speit  of  tre  ?" 

"  Forsuith,"  scho  said,  "  that  sail  I,  and  nocht  lie.  35,870 

"  To  causs  the  walx  to  melt  and  [to]   consume, 

"  Quhairthrow  his  bodie  wox  bayth  lene  and  tnme  ; 

"  ^ond  liquour  als  I  tet  vpone  it  syne, 

"  Fat  as  the  ojde  and  cleir  as  ony  \vyne, 

"  It  causit  him  continuallie  to  sweit  35,875 

*'  In  sic  abundance,  with  exces  of  heit, 

"  That  force  it  wes  to  him  to  walk  as  lang, 

"  Withoutin  sleip,  thir  versis  quhen  I  sang  ; 

**  And  ay  the  langar  of  his  bodie  faill, 

"  Quhill  that  this  image  wer  consumit  haill ;        35,880 

"  Quhen  that  wes  done,  without  ony  remeid, 

"  Than  force  it  wes  to  him  to  suffer  deid." 

"  Quha  causit  the,"  he  said,  "  to  do  sic  thing  ?" 

"  Greit   men/'  scho  said,    "  that  louit  nocht  the 

king." 
"  Quhat    war   tha   men,   fane  wald   I    wnder-       35,885 

stand  V 
Scho  said  agane,  "  The  nobillis  of  this  land, 
"  Is  none  of  thame  for  till  except  this  tyme, 
*'  Throw  thair  counsall  committit  wes  this  cryme, 
"  Quhilk  causit  me  be  gift  and  greit  reward, 
"  Wes  gevin  me  be  mony  lord  and  lard,  35,890 

"  For  to  commit  this  to  the  kingis  grace, 
"  Quhairthrow  tha  mycht  haif  facultie  and  space 
"  Quhill  that  he  wes  in  sic  extremitie, 
"  And  so  soir  voxit  with  infirmitie, 
"  To  vse  thair  willis  quhilk  wes  neuir  gude.         35,895 
"  This  wes  the  cans  now,  schortlie  to  conclude." 
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How  THE  Image  of  Walx  was  brokin,  and  it      Coi.  2. 

AND  THE  WiTCHE  CARLINGE  CASSIN  AND 
BRINT  in  THE  FyRE,  AND  THE  KiNG  CONVA- 
LESCIT  AND  JUSTIFEIT  THE  CauSARIS  AND 
COUNSALLOURIS   OF   THAT   CrYME. 

This  beand  said  witlioutin  ony  dout, 

Commoiiit  war  ilkane  that  stude  about, 

And  brak  the  image  into  pecis  small, 

Syne  in  the  fyre  flang  and  the  wyfe  with  all ;     35,900 

And  held  hir  thair  quhill  scho  wes  brint  in  ass. 

Out  of  that  place  or  tha  wald  farder  pass. 

That  samin  hour  that  this  same  thing  wes  done, 

The  king  he  alterit  suddanelie  and  sone, 

And  left  his  sueit  that  tyme,  and  tuke  gud  rest,  35,905 

Sleipand  rycht  sound  quhill  all  the  nycht  wes 

past. 
And  on  the  morne,  quhill  it  wes  neir  fuir-dais, 
"Rycht  soft  and  sound,  as  that  my  author  sais, 
And  walknit  syne,  and  vp  with  that  he  rais ; 
With  greit  blythnes  gart  put  on  all  his  clais,        35,910 
And  fand  himself  that  tyme  alss  haill  ane  man, 
As  euir  he  wes  quhen  his  seiknes  began. 
And  in  his  persoun  also  weill  disposit 
To  eit  and  drink,  alss  blyth  and  als  rejosit, 
And  in  him  self  that  tyme  als  crous  and  kant,    35,915 
Except  he  wes  baith  febill,  lene  and  fant. 
Syne  da  be  da  to  moir  curage  he  drew, 
Quhill  all  his  strenthis  did  agane  renew, 
Quhairby  he  micht,  as  he  wes  wont  till  do, 
Bayth  ryde  and  gang  quhair  plesit  him  thairto,    35,920 
In  ony  part  quhair  that  him  list  to  found  ; 
And  of  all  seiknes  wes  maid  haill  and  sound. 
Without  murmour  in  ony  part  to  mene, 
As  he  had  neuir  into  sic  seiknes  bene. 
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With  greifc  power  syne  after  on  ane  da,  35,925 

Tliis  king  Duffus  passit  into  Murra. 
Quliome  of  the  nobillis  war  so  soir  adred, 
Far  furth  in  Buchquhane  in  the  tyme  tha  fled ; 
In  Catnes  syne  tha  passit  moir  and  les, 
In  woddis  wyld  and  mony  wildernes.  35,930 

This  king  Duffus  sone  efter  thame  is  gone, 
With  greit  travell  quhill  tha  war  tane  ilkone  ; 
Syne  brocht  agane  war  ilkane  mair  and  les, 
Into  the  toun  and  castell  of  Forres, 
Quhair  that  this  king  than  with  his  lordis  all,      35,935 
Exercit  justice  in  his  tribunall. 
Thair  war  tha  maid,  be  his  auctoritie, 
Vpoun  ane  gallons  euerie  one  till  de. 
That  samin  tyme  wes  sindrie  men  of  gude, 
Rycht  fair  and  toung,  of  Donewaldus  blude,         35,910 
Throw  ill  connsall  of  lordis  in  that  land, 
Rebellaris  war  all  of  that  samin  band. 
This  Donewald  oft  previt  in  that  place, 
With  fair  trettie  for  till  obtene  thame  grace, 
Bot  all  for  nocht,  that  tyme  it  wald  noclit  be,     35,945 
Without  mercie  tha  war  all  hangit  hie. 
Quhairof  that  tyme  consauit  lies  greit  yre 
Into  his  mynd  hettar  than  ony  fyre. 
With  appetite  for  to  revengit  be. 

And  euer  he  mocht,  with  greit  crudelitie.  35,950 

Dreidand  to  be  suspectit  of  that  cryme. 
With  plesand  vult  dissimulat  that  tyme. 
At  all  power  ay  for  to  pleis  the  king, 
As  he  had  rakkit  rycht  litill  sic  thing. 
This  Donewald  that  tyme  he  had  ane  wj'ffe,         35,955 
Lib.ii,  f.i79.  Quhilk  tenderlie  he  louit  as  his  lyfe. 
Col,  1.        Persauit  Weill  lies  be  his  said  maneir. 

His  countenance,  his  sad  and  havie  cheir, 
That  he  wes  warnit  of  his  will  that  far, 
The  langar  ay  apperand  to  be  war,  35,960 
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Dreidand  at  him  displesit  wes  the  king, 

Rycht  oft  at  him  scho  askit  of  sic  thing. 

This  Donewald,  as  kyndlie  is  to  be, 

Onto  his  wyie,  so  tender  luif  had  he, 

As  leill  luiffaris  to  vther  soiild  be  kynd,  35,965 

He  schew  to  hir  the  secreit  of  his  mynd. 

How  that  he  wes  commouit  at  the  king  ; 

Content  scho  wes  riclit  liartlie  of  that  thing; 

And  he  culd  nocht  his  purpois  weill  cum  till. 

That  causit  him  to  want  part  of  his  will.  35,970 

This  wickit  wyfe  quhen  scho  hard  him  so  tell. 

Into  hir  mynd  baith  furius  and  fell, 

Persauit  weill  his  haitrent  at  the  king ; 

Content  scho  wes  richt  hartlie  of  that  thing, 

For-quhy  hir  self  wes  of  the  same  intent.  35,975 

For  hir  freindis  the  king  that  tyme  had   schent 

For  tliair  tressone,  befoir  as  I  haif  tald. 

This  wickit  wyffe,  that  bitter  wes  and  bald, 

Consauit  hes  with  greit  crudelitie 

Ane  wickit  wyle  for  to  revengit  be.  35,980 

And  to  hir  husband  in  the  tyme  scho  said, 

"  Blyn  of  ^our  baill,  se  ye  be  blyth  and  glaid, 

"  And  slaik  also  of  all  tour  syte  and  sorrow : 

"  All  salbe  weill,  I  find  tow  God  to  borrow, 

"  To  my  counsall,  and  heir  I  tak  on  me,  35,985 

**  Of  all  injure  thow  sail  revengit  be. 

"  Considder  now  thow  hes  at  tin  command, 

"  Of  all  this  castell  ilk  syre  and  seruand, 

"  Rycht  bisselie  for  to  obey  the  till, 

"  To  satisfie  all  thi  desyre  and  will,  35,990 

"  At  thi  plesour  intill  all  gudlie  haist. 

"  Hes  thow  nocht  DufFus  for  to  be  thi  gaist, 

''  Without  beleif  of  tressoun  in  thi  cuir, 

"  Quhilk  hes  the  wrocht  sic  malice  and  injure? 

"  Hes  thow  nocht  seruandis  also  at  thi  will,  35,995 

"  All  thi  command  at  plesour  to  fulfill? 
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"  How  can  tliow  find,"  sclio  said,  "ane  better  tyme 
"  To  be  revengit  of  this  cruell  cryme  ? 
"  Hes  tbow  nocbt  now  tbis  Duffus  in  tbi  cuir, 
"  Hes  done  ws  baitb  so  greit  harme  and  injure  ?  36,ooo 
"  Dreid  nocbt,"  scbo  said,  '^suppois  be  be  ane  king, 
"  Tak  litill  tent  or  terrour  of  sic  tbing, 
"  Sen  mony  ane  witb  btill  red  full  sone, 
*'  Siclike  befoir  to  sic  tirranis  bad  done. 
"  Tbairfoir," scbo  said,  "as  all  tbecace  now  standis,  36,005 
"  And  be  vmscbew  at  tbis  tyme  fra  tbi  bandis, 
"  In  all  tbi  lyfe,  tbocbt  tbow  wald  neiiir  so  ftme, 
*'  Tbow  sail  nocbt  get  so  gude  ane  tyme  agane." 
Tbis  Donewald  quben  be  bard  bir  sa  so, 
Oft  in  bis  mynd  revoluand  to  and  fro,  3G,oio 

Syne  at  tbe  last  deliuerit  lies  ryclit  sone. 
To  tak  bis  tyme  sen  it  wes  oportune, 
Tbrow  bir  eounsall  qubilk  causit  bes  sic  ire 
Into  bis  breist,  bettar  no  ony  fyre. 
Keipand  full  cloiss  all  tbing  witbin  bis  spreit,      36,oi5 
^it  neuirtbeles  witb  dulce  wordis  and  sweit, 
Rycbt  jocundlie  wald  commoun  witb  tbe  king, 
Tbat  be  suld  nocbt  suspect  bim  of  sic  tbing. 
Tbe  king  bim  louit  also  ouir  tbe  laif. 
And  in  tbe  tyme  moir  credence  to  bim  gaif         36,020 
No  ony  vtber,  so  courtes  wes  and  beynd, 
Col.  2.       And  beld  bim  ay  for  bis  maist  afald  freind. 
Is  none  tbat  better  mai  dissaue  ane  vtber. 
No  be  in  qubome  be  traistis  as  bis  brotber. 
And  of  bis  lautie  is  notbing  suspect,  30,025 

Als  of  bis  mynd  knawis  tbe  baill  effect  : 
Tbat  is  tbe  man,  traist  weill,  ouir  all  tbe  laif, 
Tba[t]  eitbast  ma  bis  creditour  dissaue. 
Tbat  samin  tyme  so  wes  tbis  Donewald, 
Most  credence  bad  befoir  as   I  baif  tald,  36,030 

Qubilk  in  bis   mynd  deliuerit  bes  sic  tbing, 
liycbt  crueUie  tban  for  to  sla  tbe  king. 
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Foure  of  his  freindis  that  he  kend  wes  trew, 

Of  all  that  thing  his  mynd  to  thame  he  schew, 

And  gaif  thame  gold,  with  grit  riches  and  land,  36,035 

For  to  mak  help  and  tak  sic  thing  on  hand. 

Gold  is  so  ghttis,  as  ^e  knaw  and  ken, 

Quliilk  of  befoir  hes  causit  mony  men 

To  tak  on  hand,  and  rycht  pertlie  persew. 

The  thing  efter  that  maid  tliarae  for  to  rew.      36,040 

So  did  tliir  seruandis  in  the  samin  tyme, 

Consentit  hcs  to  sic  ane  cruell  cryme, 

The  gold  and  land  that  tyme  tha  thocht  so  sweit ; 

Syne  set  ane  terme  thair  purpois  to  compleit. 

How  King  Duffus  vsit  Twyss  on  the  Day  to 

PllA     IN     HIS    OPvATOUR,    and    OF     DONWALDIS 

Deceptioun    and    Tkessone    aganis    King 
Duffus. 

That  samin  nycht  qnhen  sowpit  had  the  king;     36,045 

Baith  evin  and  morne  he  vsit  ay  sic  thing, 

For  to  postpone  all  kynd  of  warldlie  cuir, 

And  on  his  kneis  in  liis  oratour, 

Diuotlie  thair  ane  lang  quhile  for  to  pra  ; 

That  samin  nycht  this  gude  king  lies  done  sua,  36,050 

Quhair  thair  wes  nane  bot  Donewald  and  he 

Into  that  tyme  and  othir  tua  or  thre, 

Quhilk  with  the  king  all  tyme  wes  best  belude, 

Of  sindrie  thingis  talkand  togidder  stude. 

This  Donewald  thair  in  his  talking  schew  36,055 

How  to  the  king  that  he  had  bene  so  trew, 

And  euir  sould  be  other  for  weill  or  wo ; 

"  It  wes  his  part,"  he  said,  "  for  till  do  so, 

**  For-quhy  he  wes  aboue  aU  erthlie  thing, 

•'  So  far  addettit  to  that  nobill  king ;  36,060 

"  Wes  neuir  none  of  hie  or  law  deen'e. 

"  With  sic  ane  prince  so  weill  louit  as  he, 
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"  Gettand  of  liim  so  mony  riche  reward  ; 
"  Wes  neuir  one  of  all  the  kingis  gard, 
"  Rewardit  wes  so  weill  amang  thame  all,  36,065 

"  Suppois,"  he  said,  "that  my  seriiice  be  small/' 
Far  mair  nor  this  he  said  with  greit  effect, 
That  efterwart  na  man  sould  him   suspect, 
Gif  hapnit  so  as  he  had  tane  on  hand, 
Traistand  sic  wordis  sould  be  his  warrand.  36,070 

Syne  efterwart,  quhen  that  the  king  had  done 
His  deuotioun,  than  vp  he  rais  rycht  sone, 
This  Donewald  on  to  him  he  did  call, 
So  kyndlie  thair  in  presens  of  thame  all, 
With  haill  aifectioun  hartlie  with  his  spreit,        36,075 
He   treittit  him  with  plesand  wordis  sweit. 
And  schew   to   him   into   that   samin  thrall, 
Far  moir  kyndnes  nor  ony  of  thame  all. 
Lib.ii,  f.180.  This  Donewald  than  for  ane  subtill  trane, 

■   *       Hes  thankit  him  moir  hartlie  than  agane  36,080 

No  I  can  tell,  or   put  this  tyme  in  verss. 
Ouir  langsum  war  tha  wordis  to  reherss. 
The  plesand  langage  and  the  countenance, 
The  fair  flesching,  with  all  the  circumstance, 
With  so  gude  ordour  into  euerie  thing,  36,085 

This  Donewald  that  he  ^  schew  to  the  king, 
Quhairthrow  of  him  he  sould  no  ill  suspect. 
That  samin  nycht  syne  followit  in  effect. 

How  King  Duffus  was  murdreist  in  his  Bed 

RE    THE    TrATOUR    DoNEWALD   AND    HIS   FALS 

Gaird, 

Quhen  that  this  king  wes  laid  into  his  bed, 

With  all  the  seruantis  in  the  tyme  he  hed,  36,090 
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That  ordand  war  his  chalmer  for  to  keip, 

Quhen  tlia  war  cloiss  and  all  rycht  sound  on  sleip, 

This  Donewald,  qiihilk  had  the  place  in  cuir, 

Knew  Weill  the  gyn  of  euerilk  chalmer  duir, 

And  opnit  hes,  with  ane  rycht  subtill  slycht,        3G,095 

The  chalmer  dur  quhair  the  king  la  all  nycht. 

With  his  seniandis  that  stalwart  war  and  suir, 

Rycht  quyetlie  syne  enterit  on  the  fluir, 

Syne  raikit  ben  onto  the  kingis  bed, 

"With  drawin  knyffis  ilkane  in  hand  tha  hed ;       3C,ioo 

Out-throw  the  corss  thair  sleipand  quhair  he  lyis, 

llkone  of  thame  tha  straik  him  tuyss  or  thryiss, 

Quhill  all  the  bed  abundit  so  with  blude, 

Syne  in  the  fluir  quhair  that  the  tratouris  stude, 

That  blude  royall  quhilk  ran  amang  thair  feit,     36,105 

Lykc  ony  loch  maid  all  the  fluir  a  Is  weit. 

O  curst  Cayin  !  O  subtill  Sathanis  seid ! 

O  gantelon  !  how  dui'st  thow  do  that  deid  ? 

O  fals  Judas  !  quhat  wes  it  that  movit  the, 

Into  thi  mynd  so  cruell  for  to  be?  36,110 

O  mad  monstour !  marrit  out  of  thi  mynd, 

Onto  thi  king  that  wes  to  the  so  kynd  ! 

Quhair  wes  thi  wisdome,  quhair  wes  thi  prudence, 

To  faill  so  far  and  do  so  greit  oflence 

Attouir  mesour,  with  sic  crudelitie,  36, 11 5 

To  thi  awin  prince  quhilk  faillit  neuir  to  the  ? 


How  Donewald  and  his  Fallowis  that  Nycht 

BURYIT    THE    KiNGIS    BODIE,    AND    HOW    HE 

SLEW  THE  Kingis  Chalmer  Boy,  and  of 
Ills  GREIT  Dissimulation,  off  quhome  the 
Lordis  tuk  Suspitioun. 

This  beand  done  as  I  haif  said  low  heir, 
This  Donewald  and  his  fallouis  in  feir. 
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At  ane  postruni  quliairof  ryclit  few  tuke  cuir, 

The  kingis  cors  ryclit  quyetlie  tha  buir.  36,120 

Vpoun  ane  liors  that  ordand  wes  thairfoir, 

Furth  of  that  place  ane  myle  that  tyme  and  moir, 

Tha  had  his  bodie  till  ane  water  syde, 

Vnder  ane  bra  quhair  tha  thocht  it  to  hyde, 

Tha  maid  ane  graif  that  wes  bayth  deip  and       36,125 

lang, 
Syne  suddantlie  the  deid  corpis  in  tha  flang ; 
And  syne  kest  on  the  muldis  on  the  clay, 
The  grene  erd  syne,  and  dycht  the  laif  away, 
Nane  mycht  persaue  than  other  les  or  moir, 
That  ony  erd  v/es  brokin  thair  befoir.  36,130 

Quhen  this  wes  done  he  passit  hame  full  rycht, 
Amang  the  men  that  walkit  all  the  nycht, 
Vpone  his  feit  that  nycht  to  end  he  stude, 
Of  this  ilk  king  speikand  so  mekle  gude, 
Col.  2.       And  schew  him  thair  so  freindfull  to  the  king,     36,135 
As  he  had  bene  rycht  saikles  of  that  thing. 
All  that  he  did  on  to  the  same  effect, 
Of  that  ilk  deid  no  man  sould  him  suspect. 
Syne  on  the  morne,  sone  be  the  da  wes  lycht, 
The  child  that  la  besyde  the  king  all  nycht,         36, 140 
Quhen  he  walknit  sone  efter  it  wes  da, 
Syne  luikit  vp  and  saw  the  king  awa. 
And  fand  his  bed  so  bludie  all  begone, 
God  wait  or  nocht  gif  he  wes  will  of  wone  ! 
With  ane  loud  schout,  and  with  ane  cairfull         36,145 

cry, 
He  walknit  all  the  laif  that  la  neirby, 
Quhilk  come  rycht  sone  to  wit  quhat  he  wald. 
Rycht  piteouslie  quhen  he  that  cace  had  tald, 
Tha  Aveipit  all  with  sic  ane  duilfull  clieir, 
And  mony  schout  that  all  the  place  did  heir.       36,150 
The  watchis  all  tliat  walkand  wer  without, 
Quhen  that  tha  hard  sa  mony  cry  and  schout, 
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Tha  war  afFrayit  of  the  suddane  cry, 

Syne  in  tha  come  rycht  sone  and  suddanly. 

This  Donewald  quhilk  wes  amang  thame  than,     36,155 

Amang  thame  all  he  wes  the  formest  man 

Come  to  the  dur  quliair  that  he  hard  that  dyn, 

Syne  suddantlie  amang  thame  enterit  in. 

And  quhen  he  saw  the  cans  of  all  thair  cair, 

For  verrie  wo  as  he  wald  ryve  his  hair,  3G,160 

Dissimulat  syne  for  to  fall  in  swoim, 

As  he  wer  deid  thair  to  the  erth  fell  doun. 

Sone  efter  syne  quhen  that  he  did  retorn 

Out  of  his  swoun,  he  stude  lang  in  ane  horn; 

Syne  at  the  last  ane  lang  knyfe  out  he  drew,      36,iC5 

Quhairwith  rycht  sone  the  chalmer  child  he  slew, 

And  said,  "  Tratour  !  wa  worth  the  for  thi  trane  ! 

"  It  hes  bene  tliow  this  nobill  king  lies  slane." 

Syne  vp  and  doim,  als  lycht  as  leif  of  lynd, 

He  ran  to  se  gif  he  his  cors  culd  fynd,  3G,170 

Fra  place  to  place  quhair  that  it  suld  be  hid, 

With  mony  schout  ay  squeilland  like  a  kid. 

Than  at  the  last,  to  mak  my  purpois  schort, 

He  fand  him  self  the  postrum  and  bak  port. 

He  knew  rycht  weill  thair  be  his  blude  that       36,175 

la. 
Out  at  that  port  tha  tursit  him  awa. 
Syne  come  agane  into  the  tyme  full  tyte. 
And  laid  the  pais  thairof  and  all  the  wyit 
On  thame  that  nycht  in  keiping  had  the  koyis, 
Rycht  lang  with  thame  makand  grit  pleid  and   36,i80 

pleyis. 
The  nobillis .  all  thairof  tha  war  so  will, 
Wittand  no  wane  quhat  suld  be  done  thair  till ; 
The  king  wes  slane  in  his  bed  quhair  he  la, 
His  bodie  stollin  out  of  the  place  or  da. 
The  quhilk  tha  reput  for  al.s  grit  ane  blame       36,185 
As  his  slauchter,  and  also  far  mair  scharae. 
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The  lordis  aU  that  tyme  for  the   most  feet, 
Amang  thame  self  held  Donewald  .suspect, 
Becaua  they  saw  him  mak  sic  dihgence, 
Attouir  mesour  doand  so  greit  offence  ;  36,190 

Quhairof  tha  tuik  suspitioun  in  the  tyme, 
It  "wes  him  self  wes  maist  caus   of  that  cry  me, 
And  for  to  schaw  that   he  wes  innocent, 
That  causit  him  to  be  so  diligent, 
^it  neuirtheles   for  di-eid  efter  of  war,  36,195 

JBecaus  that  tyme  tha  war  fra  hame  so  far, 
Amang  his  freindis  in  ane  vncouth  land, 
Without  ane  king  to  tak  sic  thing  on  hand, 
Lib. ii,f.  180b.  Tha  thocht  tha  wald  dissimull  in  that  cace, 

■   ■       Quhill  efterwart  that  tha  saw  tyme  and  place.     3g,200 
And  so  tha  did  into  that  tyme  ilkone, 
Skaillit  the  oist  and  hamewart  all  is  gone. 


Off  greit   Marvellis  and   Takynnis   sene   in 
THE  Air  at  that  Tyme  in  Scotland. 

This  beand  done  as  I  haif  said  low  heir, 

Ouir  all  Scotland,  the  space  of  half  ane  leir, 

Vpone  the  da  the  sone  it  gaif  no  liclit,  36,205 

No  lit  the  mone,  nor  sternis  on  the  nycht. 

And  all  the  lift '  baitli  dirk  and  nubelus, 

Perturbit  wes  with  cloudis  mervelus, 

And  mony  blast  als  blawand  in  the  air, 

With  felloun  fyre  als  fleand  ouir  all  quhair.  36,210 

Quhilk  causit  all  man  that  tyme  to  presume, 

Rycht  neirhand  wes  the  dreidfull  da  of  dome  ; 

That  wounder  wes  so  awfull  to  sustene, 

Siclike  befoir  wes  neuir  hard  nor  sene. 


In  MS.  haill. 
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How    CULENUS,    THE    PrINCE    OF     CUMBRIA,     WAS 

BROCHT  TO  Scone  to  be  crownit,  and  how 
HE  requyrit  the  Kirkmen  of  the  Takynis 
IN  the  Sky,  and   of   thair    Ansuer,  and 

now   CULENUS   MAID   HIS   VoW. 

Indulfus  sone  the  prince  of  Cumbria,  36,215 

Culenus  liecht,  befoir  as  Ze  hard  sa, 

Witli  haill  consent  of  the  lordis  ilkone, 

Wes  brocht  tliat  tyme  fra  Cumbria  to  Scone, 

Into  that  place,  siclyik  as  did  the  laue. 

His  croun  and  sceptour  thair  for  to  ressaue.  3G,220 

This  Culenus  befoir  the  kirkmen  all, 

Into  that  tyme  wer  present  greit  and  small, 

Inquyrit  hes  the  cans  quhairfoir  or  quhy 

Sic  perturbatioun  wes  into  the  sky, 

Ouir  all  the  air  with  sic  obscuritie,  36,225 

That  horribill  wes  till  ony  man  to  se  ? 

And  tha  agane  sic  ansuer  maid  that  tyme  ; 

Quhill  puneist  war  the  greit  offence  and  cryme, 

And  cruell  deid  of  gude  Duffus  the  king, 

Quhilk  wes  so  just  and  gratius  in  all  thing,         36,230 

That  all  Scotland,  bayth  be  land  and  se, 

With  that  same  plaig  suld  euirmoir  puneist  be. 

Without  also  it  war  remeidit  sone, 

Tha  wist  rycht  weill  that  gratius  God  abone, 

Ane  sarar  plaig  sould  sone  amang  thame  send,      36,235 

With  greit  furor  quhilk  sould  thame  all  offend. 

This  Culenus  befoir  thame  maid  ane  vow. 

Into  the  tyme  and  he  war  for  to  trow, 

The  croun  of  gold  sould  neuir  cum  on  his  heid, 

Quhill  that  he  had  revengit  Duffus  deid.  36,240 

With  all  the  power  syne  efter  [that]  he  ma, 

Pro\ydit  hes  to  pas  in  to  Murra. 

In  Murra  land  quhen  thir  tydenis  war  tald, 

With  so  greit  dreid  this  tratour  Donewald 


528  THE   BUIK   OF  THE 

Fra  wyfe  and  barnis  passit  on  the  nycht,  36,245 

Out  of  Forres  imwist  of  ony  wicht. 
Of  euerie  man  he  had  so  greit  suspitioun, 
Rycht  Weill  he  wist  without  ony  remissioun, 
And  he  war  tane  in  ony  toun  or  steid, 
Thair  wes  no  gold  mycht  saue  him  fra  the  deid.  36,230 
Qulien  this  was  kend  that  Donewald  did  fie, 
Than  euerie  man  wist  weill  that  it  wes  he, 
That  fals  tratour,  committit  had  the  tressovin, 
Fyllit  him  self  as  it  wes  mekill  ressone. 
This  Culenus,  of  quhome  I  spak  befoir,  36,255 

And  all  his  lordis  that  tyme  les  and  moir, 
Col.  2.       To  Murra  land  and  syne  to  Forres  toun, 

He  come  that  nycht  with  mony  bald,  barroun. 

Syne  in  the  castell  enterit  hes  belyve, 

Quhair  he  gart  tak  this  Donewaldus  wyve,  3G,260 

And  thre  dochteris  war  in  that  hous  of  stone  ; 

Syne  all  the  laif  that  war  thairin  ilkone, 

Baith  toung  and  aid,  but  ony  remeid, 

Rycht  cruellie  gart  put  thame  all  to  deid ; 

To  cans  all  man  for  to  detaist  sic  thing,  3G,2C5 

As  to  put  handis  in  ane  crow  nit  king. 

The  castell  also  wes  of  stane  and  lyme, 

Law  to  the  ground  gart  cast  it  doun  that  tyme, 

For  to  revenge  the  cruell  deid  and  pane. 

Of  gude  Duffus  saikles  thairin  wes  slane.  36,270 

Exeminit  hes  syne  of  this  Donewald 

The  wickit  wyfe,  quhilk  euerie  word  has  tald 

Fra  end  to  end  and  all  the  process  how, 

Schort  quhile  befoir  as  I  schew  heir  to  tow. 

And  how  scho  wes  the  cans  of  all  that  thing,       36,275 

That  gart  hir  husband  that  tyme  sla  the  king. 

Ilk  word  be  word  scho  schew  than  les  and  moii*, 

How  that  it  wes,  the  caus  quhy  and  quhairfoir  ; 

And  quhair  he  wes  als  erdit  in  the  tyme, 

Befoir  thame  all  confessit  hes  hir  cryme.  36,280 
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Quhen  this  was  said,  tlie  pepill  that  stude  by, 
At  liir  tlia  had  sic  malice  and  invy, 
With  greit  fervour  accressand  to  sic  feid, 
Doutles  that  tyme  tha  had  dung  hir  to  deid, 
Quhen  tha  hard  hir  confess  hir  cruell  cryme,        3G,285 
And  tha  had  nocht  bene  stoppit  in  the  tyme 
Be  Culenus,  diuysit  hir  to  de 
Ane  scharpar  deid  with  moir  crudelitie. 
That  nyclit  he  ordand  ilk  man  to  tak  rest ; 
Syne  on  the  morne  to  boun  thame  all  thair  best,  36,290 
With  reuerence  all  that  doucht  to  mak, 
Gude  Duffois  cors  out  of  that  place  to  tak. 
Syne  on  the  morne  as  tha  culd  ken  the  da, 
And  reddie  war  ilk  man  to  pas  thair  wa, 
To  Culenus  thair  come  ane  man  and  schew  3G,295 

How  Donewaldus  laithe  of  the  new, 
Throw  aduenture  [and]  tempest  of  the  se, 
Into  ane  schip  quhair  he  hapnit  to  be, 
Within  foure  myle  wes  brokin  on  ane  sand ; 
Quhair  he  him  self  come  levand  to  the  land  36,300 

Wes  tane  and  bund  be  nychtboui'  men  besyde, 
The  quhilk  to  him  war  bringand  in  the  tyde : 
Quhairof  that  tyme  als  blyth  and  glaid  wes  he, 
As  possibill  wes  to  ony  man  to  be. 
Be  this  was  said,  within  ane  lytill  quhile,  36,305 

Ane  messinger  that  had  run  mony  myle. 
Come  furth  of  Koss  to  Culenus  and  tald 
How  the  foure  beirnis,  that  busteous  war  and  bald, 
That  slew  Duffus  that  tyme  wer  tane  in  Ross, 
Syne  harlit  war  ilkone  efter  ane  hors,  36,310 

Bringand  to  him  but  ony  stop  or  stryfe  ; 
He  wist  rycht  weill  tha  wald  be  thair  belyve. 
As  he  hes  said,  so  lies  it  hapnit  sone, 
Tha  war  brocht  thair  ilkane  lang  or  none. 
And  Donewald  rycht  lang  or  tha  come  thair,      36,315 
[Wes]  brocht  that  tyme  on  harland  be  the  hair; 
VOL.  n.  L  L 


Col.  1. 
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To  the  tolbuitli  this  Donewald  wes  bed, 
His  wyfe  and  dochteris  also  with  him  led, 
With  the  foure  feiris  followand  at  his  bak, 
Into  the  tyme  with  mekle  schame  and  lak.         3G,320 
Lib.ii,f.i8i.  Quhair  that  tha  war  condampnit  of  that  cryme, 
Syne  with  four  hors  war  revin  ilkane  that  tyme ; 
Thair  bowellis  syne  war  brint  all  in  ane  fyre, 
In  powlder  small,  the  banis  with  the  lyir. 
To  euerilk  part  ane  pece  that  tyme  wes  send,     36,325 
To  all  the  warld  to  mak  it  knawin  and  kend, 
Quhat  perrell  is  to  put  handis  in  ane  king, 
In  tyme  to  cum  for  to  vmschew  sic  thing. 
This  Donewald  quhilk  fortoun  lies  nocht  spaird, 
As  he  seruit  siclike  he  gat  reward.  36,330 

I  pray  to  God  the  blissit  Trinitie, 
That  all  siclike  get  sic  reward  as  he  I 

How     CULENUS    WITH    GREIT    HONOUR    TUKE    VP 

THE  Corps  of  King  Duffus,  quhair  efter 
ANE  Kirk  wes  biggit  callit  Kilflos  and 

NOW  KiNLOS,   SYNE   HAD   TO    lONA  YlE. 

Quhen  this  was  done  as  I  half  maid  record, 

This   Culenus  with  mony  knycht  and  lord, 

And  mony  prelat  that  war  present  thair,  36,335 

With  all  the  pepill  also  les  and  mair, 

In  processioun   with  mony  bell  and  buik. 

Of  gude  Duffus  the  corps  agane  vp  tuik. 

That  samin  tyme  quhilk  was  als  fresche  and  fair, 

Without  corruptioun  into  hyde  or  hair,  36,340 

Vnmaculat,  and  als  haill  of  the  skyn. 

As  the  first  hour  quhen  it  wes  new  laid  in. 

The  sone  also,  befoir  that  kest  no  lycht, 

Into  that  tyme  it  schane  moir  cleir  and  brycht 

Ane  Imndreth  fald  no  euir  it  did  befoir,  36,345 

And  flouris  spreidand  that  tyme  les  and  moir, 
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Of  diuerss  liew,  with  mony  cuUour  cleir, 

Quhilk  wes  agane  the  sessoun  of  the  leiv; 

In  Februar,  quhen  few  fiouris  will  spring, 

In  that  same  tyme  so  hapnit  all  this  thing.  36,350 

Quhair  he  wes  erdit  in  that  samin  place, 

Ane  brig  wes  biggit  efter  ane  lang  space ; 

Ane  kirk  also,  quhilk  callit  wes  Kilflos, 

Quhair  stand  is  now  the  abba  of  Kinloss. 

Kilflos  in  Erische  is  als  mekle  to  sa,  30,355 

As  the  Flour  Kirk  in  oure  Ian  gage  this  da. 

In  lynnyng  clayth,  als  quliit  as  ony  milk, 

Tha  wand  his  cors  and  syne  into  reid  silk, 

Wnder  ane  carpet  of  ane  cullour  cleir, 

To  lona  Yle  syne  borne  wes  on  ane  beir ;  36,360 

Intumulat  thair  wes  amang  the  lawe, 

With  all  honour  that  sic  ane  prince  sould  half. 

Nyne  hundreth  teir  and  sevintie  to  record. 

And  tua  also  than  efter  that  oure  Lord 

Wes  borne  in  Bethlehem  of  the  Virgin  cleir,         36,305 

And  of  his*  ring  quhilk  than  wes  the  fourt  zeir, 

This  ilk  Duffus  into  his  latter  dais 

Departit  so,  as  that  ray  author  sais. 

How  CULENUS  WAS  CROWNIT  KiNG  IN  ScONE,  AND 
THAIREFTER  GREW  IN  NEGLIGENCE  OF  HIS 
AUCTORITIE,  AND  OF  THE  LORDIS  SUPPLICA- 
TIOUN  TO  HIM,  AND  HOW  HE  GAIF  AnSUER 
AGANE    AND    CONTINEWIT    IN    VyCE   AND    SyN, 

AND  OF  HIS  Slaughter  and  Ending. 

As  ^e  haif  hard  quhen  all  this  thing  wes  done. 
The  lordis  passit  than   [all]   on  till  Scone,  36,370 

Quhair  tha  convenit  in  the  tyine  ilkone. 
Syne  crownit  hes  vpone  the  marbell  stone, 


>  In  MS.  the. 
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In  rob  royall,  with  diademe  conding, 
This  Culenus  of  Scotland  to  be  king. 
Ane  nobill  prince  trowand  that  he  soiild  be,         36,375 
Becaus  he  vsit  sic  extremitie 
For  Duffus  deid  into  this  Donewald, 
Col.  2.      Beleuit  war  than  baith  with  toung  and  aid. 
Of  that  beleif  tha  war  begylit  far : 
Sone  efter  syne  he  wox   ay  war  and  war,  36,38o 

Sleipand  in  sleuth,  with  so  greit  negligence, 
Without  punitioun  of  ony  offence; 
Of  murthure,  slauchter  and  of  [all]  sic  cryme, 
Wes  nane  accusit  intill  all  his  tyme. 
Than  euerilk  man  had  libertie  and  will,  36,385 

As  plesit  him  other  to  gude  or  ill ; 
Was  no  man  than  restreniit  be  the  lawis, 
Quhilk  gart  the  waikest  oft  ga  to  the  wawis. 
And  mony  ane  out  of  his  awin  hous  chaist. 
And  mony  sted  wnpleneist  lyand  waist,  36,390 

And  mony  barne  als  for  to  beg  thair  breid, 
And  mony  wedow  maid  full  will  of  reid. 
Quhairof  the  lordis  thocht  rycht  mekill  ill, 
Seand  the  realme  in  sic  ane  poynt  to  spill. 
Befoir  him  all  convenit  on  ane  da,  36,395 

Syne  ane  of  thame  that  ordand  wes  till  sa 
Thair  myndis  all,  as  tha  gaif  in  decreit, 
To  him  that  tyme  with  sober  wordis  sweit : 
"  Excellent  prince,  gif  it  plesit  thi  grace, 
"  Thy  lordis  all  heir  present  in    this  place,  36,400 

"  Hartlie  beseikis  thi  gratius  excellence, 
"  That  thow  wald  tak  moir  cuir  and  dili2;ence 
"  In  execution  of  justice  and  law, 
"  And  cans  thi  liegis  for  to  stand  moir  aw, 
"  Quliilk  dalie  now  vsis  but  discretioun  36,405 

"  Thift  and  reif,  murthure  and  oppressioun  ; 
"  And  all,"  he  said,  "  is  in  the  Mt  of  the, 
"  So  negligent  in  thi  auctoritie  ; 
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''  Throw  ill  counsall  abiisit  is  so  far, 

"  Ilk  da  by  da  the  langar  ay  the  war  ;  36,410 

"  Beseikand  the  rycht  humelie  heir  this  tyde, 

"  For  sum  remeid  thairof  thow  wald  provyde." 

Quhen  he  had  said  and  scliawin  him  thair  will, 

This  was  the  ansuer  that  he  maid  thairtill : 

'*  Forsuith,"  he  said,  "  wald  le  considder  weill,     36,415 

"  And  tak  gude  tent  as  I  haif  done  ilk  deill, 

"  Ze  wald  nocht  sa  thairof  I  war  to  wyit, 

"  Suppois  with  me  te  be  now  set  to  flyte. 

"  For-quhy,"  he  said,  "  it  war  folie  to  me, 

"  In  law  or  justice  ouir  extreme  to  be  ;  36,420 

"  Ze  knaw  ^our  self,"  he  said,  "  better  nor  I, 

'*  How  gude  Duffus  bot  laitlie  now  gane  by, 

"  Becaus  he  wes  in  his  auctoritie, 

"  So  rigorous  with  sic  extremitie, 

"  That  gart  him  de  rycht  lang  befoir  his  day  ;     36,425 

"  And  gude  Indulf,"  he  said,  "  siclike  alsway, 

"  And  mony  mo  than  I  will  rekkin  heir. 

"  Beleif  te  weill,  my  tender  freindis  deir, 

"  And  I  tuke  nocht  exempill  be  sic  thing, 

*'  I  war  not  wyiss,  na  worthie  to  be  king.  36,430 

"  I  knaw  myself  best  quhat  I  haif  till  do, 

"  And  neidis  nocht  of  thair  counsall  thairto. 

"  ^e  ma  weill  sa  at  all  tyme  as  le  lest, 

"  Bot  I  will  do  as  my  self  plesis  best." 

Quhen  that  thir  lordis  hard  him  [to]  sa  so,  36,435 

Tha  tuik  thair  leif  and  ilkane  hame  did  go  : 

No  langar  thair  that  tyme  tha  wald  remane, 

And  to  the  court  come  nocht  that  ieir  agane. 

This  Culenus,  as  he  wes  wont  befoir, 

Moir  vicious  wes  the  langar  ay  the  moir  ;  36,440 

Rycht  lubricus  with  sic  lust  and  delyte, 

As  brutell  best  takis  his  appetyte, 

Without  ressoun  other  or  temperance, 

That  schame  it  war  to  schaw  the  circumstance. 


534  THE  BUIK   OF  THE 

Lib.ii,f.i8ib.  For  and  I  do  tins  tyme  le  wald  abhor;  36,445 

Col.  1.  .  '  .  ... 

With  sic  langage,  richt  weill  I  wait,  thairfoir 

My  will  is  nocht  thairwith  ^ow  till  offend; 

Tak  tent  and  heir  how  that  sic  thing  tuk  end. 

This  Culenus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  schew, 

So  glittous  was  than  into  chalmer  glew,  36,450 

With  sic  exces  takand  sua  large  ane  fill, 

The  seiknes  hecht  the  gentill  mannis  ill, 

Throw  sic  burding,  it  causit  him  tak  bed, 

That  euerie  man  wes  of  his  lyfe  adred. 

Rycht  lang  he  la  in  that  infirmitie,  36,455 

Qiihill  he  grew  lene  and  laithlie  for  to  se. 

Ilk  man  abhorrit  on  him  for  to  kike, 

His  skowdrit  skyn  wes  blak  as  ony  ruke; 

His  visage  lene  and  haw  as  ony  leid, 

His  ene  rycht  how  and  suckin  in  his  heid  ;  36,460 

And  all  his  bodie  fra  the  top  to  ta, 

Without  blude  it  was  baith  blak  and  bla ; 

That  sic  ane  monstour,  sen  that  God  wes  borne, 

Was  neuir  sene  into  this  warld  beforne. 

The  lordis  all  fra  tyme  tha  knew  and  kend,  36,465 

Of  his  maneris  he  maid  him  nocht  to  mend, 

To  sic  faltis  affectit  wes  so  far. 

So  that  he  wes  the  langar  ay  the  war ; 

Quhairfoir  ane  counsall  haif  tha  set  full  sone, 

Togidder  [hes]  convenit  syne  in  Scone,  36,470 

To  that  effect  he  sould  depryvit  be 

Baith  of  his  croun  and  his  auctoritie; 

Tha  thoclit  greit  lak  and  schame  of  sic  ane  thing, 

So  vyle  ane  monstour  to  haif  to  thair  king. 

This  Culenus  that  weill  thair  counsall  knew,         36,475 

As  secreit  seruandis  of  his  awin  him  schew; 

And  quhen  he  hard  that  tha  pretendit  so, 

Vneselie  thocht  [that]  he  mj'-cht  ryde  or  go, 

Dissimuland  greit  curage  in  his  spreit, 

Than  vp  he  rais  rycht  fraklie  on  his  feit,  36,480 
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As  he  had  bene  that  tymo  als  haill  and  feir 

As  euir  he  was,  than  with  dissimulat  cheir, 

With  few  freindis  syne  on  the  secund  da, 

To  Scone  that  tyme  he  tuke  the  reddie  wa ; 

To  that  effect,  as  my  author  did  mene,  36,485 

The  lordis  counsall  gif  he  myclit  prevene, 

To  meis  thair  mynd  and  satisfie  thair  will, 

In  all  purpois  that  tha  wald  put  him  till. 

That  samin  tyme  than-  in  ane  quyet  glen, 

Quhen  that  he  wes  rydand  by  Methwen,  36,490 

The  thane  thairof,  with  mekle  host  and  schoir, 

For  the  revenge  of  his  dochteris  befoir, 

Quhilk  causit  wes  be  his  auctoritie 

With  mony  mo  defoullit  for  to  be ; 

And  for  that  caus,  as  my  author  me  scliew,  36,495 

This  Culenus  rycht  cruellie  he  slew. 

Into  the  fyfb  ^eir  of  Culenus  ring, 

So  endit  he  this  ilk  vnhappie  king. 

Thairof  the  lordis  war  content  ilkone, 

That  for  his  fait  so  passit  wes  and  gone;  36,5oo 

^it  neuirtheles  into  the  tyme  tha  war 

Of  the  fassoun  displesit  all  richt  far, 

So  cruellie  as  he  wes  maid  to  de. 

Without  justice  or  ^it  auctoritie. 

Syne  efter  that  within  ane  lytill  quhile  36,505 

Tha  buir  his  bodie  onto  lona  Yle ; 

Ingrauit  was  syne  with  honour  and  gloir. 

As  tha  war  wont  to  sic  kingis  befoir. 

How  Kenethus  was  crownit  King  of  Scottis 
EFTER    Culenus    Departing,   and    of    his 

GUDE     LyFE    and      MaNERIS,    AND     2  FILL     OF 

Justice. 

Ane  nobill  man  wes  callit  Kenethus, 

That  bruther  germane  wes  to  gude  Duffus,  36,5io 
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And  to  king  Malcome  eldest  sone  and  air, 
Wes  nane  that  tyme  moir  plesand  and  preclair, 
Col.  2.       That  tyme  in  Scone  vpone  the  marbell  stone, 
With  haill  consent  of  lordis  all  ilkone, 
And  all  the  laif  quhilk  blyth  war  of  that  36,515 

thing, 
He  wes  crownit  of  Scotland  to  be  king. 
This  Kenethus  fra  tyme  he  wnderstude 
Sic  vicis  rang  amang  the  men  of  gude, 
With  ill  exempill  alsua  to  the  lawe, 
Quhilk  wes  the  cans  quhairfoir  that  mony  36,520 

knave. 
And  mony  lad  and  mony  idill  loun, 
Put  all  the  kinrik  to  confusioun. 
Quhilk  wes  the  caus  of  vicis  les  and  moir, 
The  ill  exempill  of  the  king  befoir; 
So  has  the  vse  bene  ay  of  aid  and  ^ing,  36,525 

For  to  conforme  thair  fassoun  to  the  king, 
Quhat  euir  it  be  than,  other  ill  or  gude, 
Traistand  of  him  for  to  half  gratitude. 
And  rakkis  nocht  quhometo  he  do  offence, 
Quhat  euir  it  be,  and  he  ma  pleis  the  prince.      36,530 
In  happie  tyme  he  thinkis  he  wes  borne. 
Can  pleis  his  prince  other  at  evin  or  morne. 
This  Kenethus  than  rycht  weill  wnderstude, 
That  king  or  prince  and  euerie  man  of  gude. 
Or  lit  prelat  that  hes  auctoritie,  36,535 

Suld  honorabill  and  of  gude  lyfe  ay  be. 
With  sick  exempill  all  tyme  to  the  lawe, 
Quhairof  tha  micht  richt  gude  occasioun  half, 
Be  sic  exempill  for  to  ken  and  knaw, 
Vicis  to  leif  and  to  all  vertu  draw.  36,540 

It  hes  bene  said,  as  mony  men  weill  knaw. 
The  loung  cok  leiris  as  the  aid  cok  craw, 
This  Kenethus  siclike  that  tyme  did  he. 
Centres,  meiknes  and  liberalitie, 
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Law  and  justice,  withoutin  ony  wrang,  36,545 

And  all  vertew  into  his  persone  rang, 

Of  moraU  maneir  raaistres  and  mother, 

With  sic  exempill  that  tyrae  till  all  iither, 

So  equall  was  in  his  auctoritie, 

Of  Albione  he  wes  the  apersie.  36,550 

His  houshald  men  and  seruandis  als  ilkane, 

So  gude  exempill  at  the  king  lies  tane  ; 

And  mony  vther  of  the  nobill  blude, 

Quhilk  naturallie  inclynit  war  to  gude. 

Within  schort  quhile  tha  war  of  his  professioun,  36,555 

So  full  of  wisdome,  gentres,  and  discretiouu, 

With  fredome,  faitli,  and  greit  stabiHtie, 

Greit  plesour  wes  into  that  tyme  to  se. 

^it  mony  one  that  no  way  culd  be  trew, 

For  no  exempill  that  Kenethus  schew,  36,560 

Or  no  monitioun  he  culd  mak  thame  till, 

Wald  nocht  forbeir  thair  wickitnes  and  will, 

Quhairof  so  lang  tha  had  sic  consuetude, 

And  neir  of  kin  war  to  the  greit  men  of  gude. 

For  that  same  cans,  for  nothing  that  mycht  be,   36,565 

Tha  wald  nocht  leve  thair  greit  iniquitie. 

Kenethus  than,  that  knew  full  weill  the  caus, 

Decreittit  lies  to  execute  the  lawis 

Into  Lanerk,  quhair  that  tyme  ordand  he, 

Of  the  lordis  all  conventioun  to  be.  36,570 

Baith  theif  and  revar  also  les  and  moir, 

Arreistit  war  that  tyme  to  cum  thoir  ; 

And  borrowis  als  of  euerilk  man  wes  tane, 

Tha  suld  compeir  thair  to  thoill  law  ilkane. 

To  men  of  gude  tha  war  of  kin  richt  neir,  36,575 

The  quhilk  that  tyme  wald  nocht  lat  thame 

compeir, 
Tlia  knew  so  weill  for  fauour  no  for  feid, 
And  tha  come  thair,  ilkane  wald  want  thair 

held; 
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And  for  that  caus  tlia  gart  thame  fie  ilkone. 
In  sindrie  pairtis  quhill  that  air  wes  gone.  36,680 

In  Lanark  syne  quhair  that  the  place  wes  set, 
This  nobill  king  and  all  his  lordis  met, 
^^^r'\''V^^'  ^^^^  neuir  ane  comperit  in  the  tyme, 

That  arreistit  was  to  thoill  law  for  his  cryme. 

Than  les  or  moir,  other  ill  or  gude.  36,585 

This  Kenethus  than  rycht  weill  vnderstude 

Quhat  was  the  caus,  as  quietlie  was  schawin 

To  him  that  tyme  be  freindis  of  his  awin. 

Quhairfoir  he  thocht  it  nocht  expedient 

Into  the  tyme  to  schaw  all  his  intent,  36,590 

Or  lat  thame  wit  that  he  sic  thing  knew, 

Dissimuland  and  fair  langage  than  scliew. 

Into  that  cace  sen  no  better  mycht  be, 

Quhill  efterwart  that  he  his  tyme  mycht  se, 

Skaillit  the  court  syne  efter  the  thu'd  da,  36,595 

Ilk  lord  tuke  leve  and  passit  hame  his  wa ; 

Kenethus  than,  with  few  feiris  alone. 

In  pilgremage  to  Sanct  Ninianis  is  gone. 

Thir  freindis  ay  war  to  him  traist  and  trew. 

To  quhome  that  tyme  his  secreittis  all  he  36,600 

schew, 
And  at  that  counsall  askit  in  the  cace, 
And  lies  devysit  baitli  the  da  and  place 
For  to  remeid  so  gi^eit  enormitie, 
Quhen  that  he  had  maist  oportunitie. 
Quhilk  secreitlie  into  thair  mynd  tha  buir,  36,605 

And  to  na  leid  thair  counsall  wald  discuir, 
Continewalie  the  space  all  of  ane  teir, 
Quhill  efterwart  hapnit  as  te  sail  heir. 


'  Numbered  erroneously  Lib.  10,  until  fol.  182. 
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How    King    Kenethus    causit    convene    ane 
CouNSALL   IN  Scone,   and   now   he   causit 

THE    LORDIS    TO   BRING    THAIR    FrEINDIS    AND 

Faltouris    to    the    Commoun    Weill    to 

THOILL  THE   LAW. 

In  Scone  ane  tyme  ane  counsall  he  gart  call, 

For  to  convene  thair  with  his  lordis  all,  36,6io 

For  sindrie  thingis  that  he  had  till  do, 

Quhen  tlia  cum  thair  as  he  sail  schaw  thaine  to, 

The  quhilk  pertenit  to  the  commoun  weill. 

The  lordis  all  gaif  him  sic  traist  ilk   deill, 

Quhilk  causit  thame  for  to  compeir  anone,  36,615 

Befoir  the  king  that  tyme  in  Scone  ilkone. 

The  nycht  befoir  the  lordis  did  compeir, 

Ane  multitude  cled  all  in  armour  cleir. 

Of  beirnis  bald  that  worthie  war  and  wycht, 

llycht  quyetlie  the  king  gart  hyd  all  nycht,         36,620 

Into  ane  place  quhair  tha  mycht  ly  unkeud, 

Quhill  on  the  morne  that  he  did  for  thame 

send, 
Rycht  haistelie  than  for  to  cum  him  till, 
Quhateuir  it  was  his  purpois  to  fulfill. 
Syne  on  the  morne  quhen  that  tha  did  com-       36,625 

peir, 
Befoir  the  king  the  lordis  all  in  fair, 
Quhair  that  he  sat  vpone  the  marbell  stone, 
Befoir  thame  all  wes  present  thair  ilkone, 
Proclamit  than  thair  with  ane  voce  full  cleir. 
The  lordis  all  on  to  him  sould  draw  neir,  36,630 

To  heir  quhat  thing  that  he  wald  to  thame  sa. 
And  all  the  lawe  to  pas  rycht  far  awa. 
Into  ane  cirkill  neir  tlie  king  tha  stude, 
The  lordis  all  quhilk  were  men  of  gude, 
Into  ane  place  quhair  that  tha  mycht  als  neir,    36,635 
Quhat  he  wald  sa  into  the  tyme  to  heu", 
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Or  euir  tlia  wist,  of  armit  men  ane  rout 

In  gude  ordour  hes  circulit  thame  about, 

Quhairof  the  lordis  hes  tane  sic  affray, 

"Wist  nane  of  thame  that  tyroe  quhat  he  sould    36,640 

say  ; 
Quhairfoir  as  than,  but  ony  dyn  or  noy, 
Rycht  closlie  than  tha  held  thame  all  full  quoy. 
The  quhilk  Kenetlms  hes  persauit  weill. 
Be  thair  fassoun,  gif  tha  had  ony  feill 
And  countenance  into  the  tyme  tha  bed,  36,645 

It  semit  to  him  tha  war  rycht  soir  adred. 
And  for  that  cans  tha  suld  presume  na  ill, 
Rycht  soberlie  thus  hes  he  said  thame  till : 
Col.  2.       '•'  My  deir  freindis,  no  farlie  is  to  me, 

"  Of  this  aspect  befoir  tour  face  te  se.  36,650 

"  Thocht  te  haif  dreid,  and  in  sum  part  stand  aw, 

"  For  Weill  I  wait  neuir  ane  of  tow  tit  saw 

"  Sic  executioun  of  the  law  beforne, 

"  In  ony  tyme  sen  tour  fatheris  wer  borne, 

"  Na  tit  befoir  in  no  storie  te  reid ;  36,655 

"  No  farlie  is  thairfoir  suppois  te  dreid. 

"  Bot  and  ^e  knew  perfitlie  all  my  thocht, 

"  Rycht  Weill  I  wait  that  ^e  wald  dreid  rycht  nocht. 

"  For-quhy,"  he  said,  "  my  mynd,  na  tit  my  will, 

"  Is  nocht  this  tyme  to  do  tow  skaith  or  ill.       36,660 

"  Greit  God  forbid  such  schame  suld  me  befall ! 

"  Sa  tratourlie  for  to  betrais  tow  all, 

"  At  my  command  sen  te  ar  euming  heir, 

"  The  quhilk  to  me  so  neidfull  ar  and  deir, 

"  TiU  all  Scotland  and  commoun  weill  also.  36,665 

"  How  ma  we  leve  and  tour  supple  forgo  ? 

"  Dreid  nocht,''  he  said,  "for  no  aduersitie ; 

*'  All  this  is  done  als  weiU  for  ^ow  as  me, 

"  And  for  Scotland,  and  for  the  commoun  weill. 

"  As  I  presume  thairof  te  haif  ane  feill,  36,670 

"  Without  correctioun,  justice  or  tit  law, 

"  Rycht  few  thair  is  will  dreid  or  ^it  stand  aw. 


CRONICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND.  541 

Also  tliair  is  in  tins  kinrik  le  ken, 

Ryclit  mony  ill  this  tyme  asposit  men, 

Dalie  committand  mony  cruell  cryme,  36,675 

The  quliilk  begouth  into  Culenus  tyme, 

As  ^e  ma  se  tit  dalie  still  induir, 

With  greit  oppressioun  bayth  of  riche  and  puir. 

The  husband  men  full  lytill  now  ar  ment, 

Quhome  be  we  ar  vphaldin  and  sustent,  36,680 

Tha  haif  the  laubour  and  the  bissines, 

And  we  the  rest,  the  eiss  of  ydilnes. 

Tha  haif  the  pane  and  the  penuritie, 

And  we  the  plesour  and  the  greit  plentie. 

Tha  suffer  pane,  and  we  get  all  the  pelf;  36,685 

It  is  for  ws  and  noclit  for  thair  awin  self, 

Tha  mak  gi'eit  laubour  dalie  with  sic  cuir, 

To  mak  ws  riche,  and  syne  we  mak  thame  puir. 

We  haif  the  honour,  dignitie  and  gloir. 

And  all  the  profFeit  that  tha  laubour  foir  ;         36,690 

And  tha  till  ws  subject  ar  maid  and  thrall. 

Their  laubom'  greit  and  eik  thair  wyimyng  small. 

Sen  it  is  so,  it  semis  weill  to  me 

We  ar  vnworthie  thair  maisteris  to  be. 

It  that  tha  wyn  at  our  plesour  to  spend,  36,695 

And  syne  dow  nocht  our  vphalderis  defend. 

Thir  revand  rukis,  memberis  of  Mahoun, 

Puttand  this  kinrik  to  confusioun, 

With  ws  this  da  is  haldin  of  moir  pryss, 

Moir  necessar,  moir  manlie,  and  moir  wyiss,       36,700 

No  gud  leill  men  quhilk  ar  haldin  lawborius, 

The  haill  vphaldar  of  ws  and  oure  hous. 

Without  tha  laubour  we  can  haif  na  rest, 

Quhilk  dalie  now  ar  puueist  and  opprest, 

Agane  my  will,  ^e  wait  Zonr  self,  full  soir.        36,705 

Into  Lanark  bot  schort  quhile  of  befoir, 

Quhair  that  I  thocht  to  execute  the  law, 

That  tyme  of  me  ^e  stude  bot  litill  aw, 
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"  Ze  wait  ^our  self,  and  neidis  nocht  to  speir, 
"  Quhair  le  wald  nocht  lat  na  faltour  compeir,    36,7io 
"  In  greit  contemptioun  of  me  than  with  scorne, 
"  And  syne  te  bad  gar  put  thame  to  the  home. 
"  The  quhilk  I  haif  dissimulat  quhill  now, 
"  Quhairof  the  skaith  redoundis  all  till  tow 
"  Moir  no  to  me,  with  all  the  lak  and  schamc,     3G,715 
Lib.n,f.i6Gb. "  Wytles  thairof  thocht  I  beir  all  the  blame. 
"  ^it  neuirtheles  traist  nocht  this  tyme  of  me, 
"  That  I  thairfoir  crabit  or  cruell  be, 
"  With  sic  desyre  ane  vengence  for  to  tak, 
"  The  quhilk  to  me  war  ouir  greit  skaytli  and     36,720 

lak, 
"  And  greit  distructioun  to  the  realme  for  euir ; 
"  Or  I  did  so,  doutles  I  had  far  levar 
"  Frelie  resing  the  croun  heir  in  this  steid, 
"  Syne  all  my  dais  go  and  beg  my  breid. 
"  My  will  it  is  into  this  tyme  for-thi,  36,725 

*•  That  euery  man  mak  help  als  weill  as  I, 
"  Sen  that  the  skayth  pertenis  to  ws  all, 
**  The  quhilk  this  tyme  that  iq  sould  nocht  gane- 

call. 
"  This  is  the  cans,  gif  te  wald  at  me  speir, 
"  That  I  haif  brocht  thir  bernis  with  me  heir  ;    36,730 
"  For  that  same  caus  and  for  na  vther  thing, 
"  Gif  me  credence  as  I  am  leill  trew  king, 
"  Quhill  this  be  endit  that  I  now  begin, 
"  With  thir  same  men  I  think  nocht  for  to  twyn  ; 
"  And  le  all  so  sail  remane  with  me  still,  36,735 

"  Quhill  that  tour  freindis  all  this  thing  fulfill. 
"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "now  schaw  tow  siclike  men, 
"  That  all  the  warld  ma  haif  gude  caus  to  ken 
"  That  te  ar  saikles,  innocent  and  clene, 
"  Of  all  the  trubill  in  this  tyme  lies  bene."  36,740 

Quhen  this  was  said  as  te  haif  hard  me  tell, 
The  lordis  all  on  kneis  doun  tha  fell, 
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That  present  war  at  that  tyme  les  and  moir, 

Rycht  reuerentlie  the  nobill  king  befoir; 

And  said  to  him,  "  O  hie  excellent  prince  !  36,745 

"  Quhair  we  haif  faillit  or  hes  maid  offence, 

"  Agane  thi  grace  in  oucht  suld  the  offend, 

"  We  ar  content  at  thi  plesour  to  mend ; 

"  Beseikand  the  all  rancour  at  this  tyde, 

"  And  all  malice  out  of  thi  mynd  lat  slyde,  36,750 

"  And  tak  ws  now  into  thi  gratius  wiU, 

"  And  heir  with  the  we  sail  remane  ay  still, 

"  Wnder  thi  traist  quhill  tha  tratoui'is  be  tane, 

"  Syne  bund  and  brocht  to  thi  presens  ilkane. 

"  As  plesis  the  quhen  tha  ar  brocht  the  till,         36,755 

"As  plesis  the  tow  ma  wirk  aU  thi  will. 

"  It  salbe  knawin  bayth  with  aid  and  ^ing, 

"  That  we  ar  all  rycht  saikles  of  that  thing." 

Quhairof  Kenethus  held  him  weill  content, 

And  skaillit  hes  that  tyme  the  parliament.  36,760 

At  Awmond  mouth  vpoun  the  water  of  Ta, 

Thair  stude  ane  toun  that  callit  wes  Birtha, 

Into  the  tyme  was  weill  wallit  with  stone  ; 

Onto  this  toun  the  nobill  king  is  gone, 

With  all  his  lordis  thairfoir  to  remane.  36,765 

This  nobill  toun  stude  on  ane  plesand  plane, 

With  wall  and  water  strenthit  wes  about, 

Withoutin  leif  mycht  nane  wyn  in  na  out. 

This  nobill  king,  as  ressoun  wald  and  rycht, 

With  the  men  of  armes  gart  walk  the  toun  all    36,770 

nycht, 
And  all  the  da  richt  so  vpoun  the  gait, 
Closand  the  portis  quhen  that  it  wes  lait ; 
So  be  no  way,  be  ony  wyle  or  gyn, 
Withoutin  leif  mycht  no  man  wyn  thairin. 
The  lordis  all  within  the  toun  that  leindis,  36,775 

Rycht  tenderlie  than  wrait  all  to  thair  freindis, 
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Beseikand  tliame  tliair  purpois  for  to  speid, 
And  think  on  thame  that  la  into  sic  dreid, 
To  pleis  the  king  and  for  the  commoun  weill. 
Thair  freindis  all  quhilk  had  thairof  ane  feill,        36,780 
Without  the  king  war  plesit  in  the  tyme, 
Tha  wald  be  all  accusit  of  that  cryme, 
And  for  that  cans  alss  bissie  as  ane  bie, 
Into  all  pairtis  bayth  be  land  and  se, 
Col.  2.       Tha  half  ay  socht  quhill  tha  faltouris  war  found,  36,785 
And  syne  to  Bartha  brocht  thame  ilk  ane  bund. 
Within  schort  quhile,  the  quhilk  wes  than  greit 

wounder, 
Of  sic  faltouris  thair  haif  tha  brocht  fyve  hunder, 
The  quhilk  war  condampnit  ilkane  for  to  de, 
And  syne  on  ane  gallons  hangit  war  full  hie :      36,790 
That  euirilk  man  mycht  exempill  tak, 
For  to  be  just  and  no  oppressioun  mak, 
And  to  keip  lautie  and  all  tyme  be  leill  ; 
He  knew  his  dome  gif  he  wald  reif  or  steill. 
This  nobill  king  than  gaif  rycht  greit  reward,       36,795 
Into  the  tyme  to  euerie  lord  and  lard  ; 
Thair  freindis  als  that  tyme  forget  he  nocht, 
Into  the  tyme  that  tha  forfaltouris  inbrocht. 
Sum  he  gaif  gold  and  vther  sum  he  gaif  land, 
And  syne  ilkone  he  lies  tane  be  the  hand,  36,800 

And  gaif  thame  leve  for  to  pas  hame  ilkone ; 
Tha  bad  gude  nycht  and  hame  thair  wa  is  gone. 
Quhen  this  wes  done,  than  bayth  be  land  and  se, 
Ouir  all  Scotland  wes  greit  tranquillitie. 
With  abundance  of  all  plesour  with  peice  ;  36,805 

In  all  Scotland  thair  wes  no  lord,  but  leis, 
Into  that  tyme  that  durst  his  nychtbour  noy. 
Or  tit  do  wrang  to  ony  lad  or  boy. 
Bot  semdill  is  that  ony  man  can  se, 
Without  trubill  in  greit  tranquillitie,  36,8io 
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That  ony  stait  into  this  erd  ma  stand, 

At  lang  plesour  other  be  se  or  land. 

This  Kenethus  quhen  lie  wes  all  his  best, 

At  gude  plesour  into  greit  peax  and  rest, 

Than  fals  Fortoun,  withoutin  cans  or  quhy,  3G,815 

Put  liim  ryclit  sone  into  greit  jeopardy, 

^it  as  God'  wald  lie  cliaipit  of  the  weir, 

And  how  it  wes  tak  tent  and  te  sail  heir. 


How    AXE    GREIT     PoWER     OF     DAYNIS    COME     OUT 

OF    Denmark    into    Scotland,    and    maid 
GREIT  Slaughter  and  Heirsciiip. 

Out  of  Denmark  ane  navin  be  the  se, 

In  Albione  for  to  revengit  be  36,820 

Of  thair  freindis  war  slane  thairin  befoir, 

Ane  greit  power,  with  mekill  bost  and  sclioir, 

Off  mony  berne  tliat  wes  foil  big  and  bald, 

Quhilk  threttie  tliousand  war  with  taill  weill  tald, 

Makand  thair  vow  quhen  tlia  set  schip  to  sand,  36,825 

In  Albione  quhair  that  tha  first  tuik  land, 

Tiia  sould  nocht  leif  wnbrint  and  cassin  doun 

Citie  nor  strenth,  castell  or  wallit  toun  ; 

Na  suld  nocht  spair  the  barne  no  tit  the  mother, 

Nor  leve  ane  levand  for  to  greit  for  vther.  36,830 

Ane  strenthie  toun,  biggit  of  stane  and  lymo, 

Quhilk  callit  wes  Seluria  in  the  tyme, 

In  till  Angus  standand  vpone  the  se, 

Wallit  riclit  weill  with  stane  and  lyme  richf,  he, 

Ane  prettie  toun,  as  my  author  did  sa,  36,835 

Quhilk  callit  is  Montros  now  at  this  da. 

Into  that  place  as  ^e  sail  wnderstand, 

Neirby  tliat  toun  tlic  Danis  first  tuke  land ; 

'  In  MS.  gohl. 
VOL.    II.  M  M 


Col.  1. 


546  THE  BUIK   OF  THE 

And  plantit  lies  thair  palteonis  on  a  plane, 
Quliair  tlia  tuke  purpois  all  nyclit  to  remane.       3G,810 
The  nychtbour  men  that  duelt  about  neirby, 
Fra  hand  to  hand  tha  fled  ryclit  haistely 
On  to  that  toun  rycht  fast  with  all  thair  gude, 
So  strentliie  wes  than  as  tha  wnderstude. 
Syne  on  the  morne,  sone  efter  the  sone  rais,         36,845 
The  Danis  all  in  gude  ordour  than  gais 
Lib.ii,f.i67.  Onto  the  toun,  and  laid  ane  seig  thairtill. 

Rycht  mony  dart  and  ganie  with  gude  will, 

And  braid  arrow  tha  schot  attouir   the  wall ; 

And  thai  within  greit  craigis   leit  doun  fall,  3G,8oO 

Rycht  manfuUie,  with  greit  power  and  mycht. 

Maid  sic  defence  quhill  cuming  was  the  nyclit ; 

Keipand  the  toun  for  thre  dais  or  four, 

Quhill  force  it  was  than  for  to  gif  it  ouir. 

And  cum  that  tyme  into  the  Danis  will,  36,855 

The  quhilk  war  sworne  for  to  do  thame  no  ill-, 

Bot  lat  thame  pas  quhair  tha  list  vp  and  doun 

At  thair  fredome,  for  to  gif  ouir  the  toun. 

Thir  folk  but  fayth  rycht  sone  tha  war  mensworne, 

Brekand  the  ayth  that  tha  had  maid  beforne.       36,860 

Bayth  ioung  and  aid  that  war  into  the  toun. 

Slew  thame  ilkone  and  kest  the  wallis  doun  ; 

Syne  all  the  lave  that  wes  within  the  wall. 

That  samin  tyme  brint  into  poulder  small, 

Quhilk  semit  syne  within  ane  litill  si)ace,  36,865 

As  neuir  toun  had  bene  into  that  place. 

With  sic  furor  out  throw  the  land  tha  fuir, 

Bayth  gude  and  ill  of  quhome  tha  mycht  haif  cuir, 

^oung  or  aid,  other  lad  or  las, 

Tha  slew  ilk  man  and  brint  the  townis  in  ass,    36,870 

With  fyre  and  blude  ay  ilkone  da  be  day, 

Quhill  that  tha  come  onto  the  water  of  Tay, 

At  Araond  mouth,  besyde  Bartha  that  toun, 

Vpoun  ane  plane  tha  set  thair  pakeonis  doun. 
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Onre  iiobill  king  into  Striuiling  that  tla,  36,875 

With  his  lordis  thair  at  thair  counsall  hi, 

To  quhat  effect  I  can  nocht  tell  ^ow  now ; 

Bot  quhen  he  liard,  as  I  liaif  said  to  ^ow, 

How  that  tlie  Danis  waistit  had  his  land, 

That  samin  tyme  without  stop  or  ganestand,         3C,880 

Proclamit  lies  in  all  the  haist  tha  ma, 

All  man  be  reddie  at  ane  certane  da. 

With  all  prouisioun  gudlie  tha  ma  get, 

For  to  convene  quliair  that  the  tryist  wes  set. 

Sone  efter  that  ane  lycht  gi-eit  multitude,  36,885 

At  Ernis  mouth  with  mony  men  of  gude, 

Bayth  '  fit  and  hors,  come  furneist  to  the  feild, 

Of  beirnis  bald  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild. 

Ane  suithfast  man,  that  wes  bayth  leill  and  trew. 

Come  to  the  king  that  samin  tyme  and  schew     36,890 

The  Danis  all  with  greit  power  that  da, 

Seicand  the  toun  about  Bartha  tha  la. 


'O' 


How  King  Kenethus  faucht  with    the   Danis 

AT     LONCARDIE,   AND    OF    HIS    EXHORTATIOUN 
MAID   TO   THE   SCOTTIS. 

Tliis  nobill  king  no  langar  than  wald  ly, 

To  Bartlia  toun  he  sped  him  haistely. 

Into  ane  place  vpone  ane  strenthie  ground,  36,895 

Neir  Loncardy  ane  litill  aboue  Amond, 

Vpone  ane  plane  besyde  the  water  of  Ta, 

Into  thair  tentis  all  that  nycht  thair  tha  la. 

Vpoun   the   morne   quhen   that   the   sone   schynit 

brycht, 
Apeirit  hes  ilkane  in  otheris  sicht,  36,900 

Tliir  birnis  bald,  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 
On  euerie  syde  reddie  for  to  gif  feild. 


'  In  MS.  Out. 
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Gude  Malcum  Duff,  the  prince  of  Cumbria, 
The  vangard  led  into  the  feild  that  da  ; 
Duncane,  the  lord  of  Athoill  in  that  tyde,  36,905 

The  tother  wyng  led  on  the  farrar  syde. 
The  nobill  king  with  mony  men  of  gude, 
Betuix  thame  tua  in  the  mid  feild  he  stude ; 
Commandand  thame  than  with  ane  voce  so  cleir, 
In  audience  quliair  tha  mycht  ilkane  heir,  36,9io 

That  da  in  battell  baldlie  for  to  byde, 
For  ony  chance  that  efter  micht  betyde, 
And  in  the  feild  erar  with  honour  die, 
Col.  2.       With  lak  and  scliame  for  to  vmschew  and  fie, 

Syne  efterwart  tane  with  thair  fais  all  3G,915 

Hano'it  and  drawin  or  tlian  maid  bond  or  tln\all. 

"  Tak  tent  in  tyme  or  te  be  put  in  thrist, 

"  Sone  efter  syne  or  te  sa,  had  I  wist 

"  So  suld  haue  bene,  I  had  f;ir  levar  bene  deid, 

"  Thairfoir  be  war  quhill  le  ma  mak  remcid.         3C,920 

"  Quhat  euir  he  be  now,  other  gude  or  ill, 

"  Ane  Danis  heid  this  tyme  bringis  me  till, 

"  Doutles  of  me  he  sail  haif  greit  reward 

"  Of  fynest  gold,  the  quhilk  sail  nocht  be  spaird." 

Throw  that  same  langage  that  Kenethus  spak,      36,925 

Greit  enrage  than  the  Scottis  all  did  tak, 

With  gude  beleif  into  the  tyme  for-thy, 

Of  greit  rewaird  and  als  of  victory. 

The  Danis  all,  quhilk  stude  vpone  ane  hycht 

In  gude  ordour  with  mony  basnet  brycht,  36,930 

Traistand  the  Scottis  vpwith  to  the  hill, 

Suld  tyre  ilkone  than  or  tha  come  thame  till. 

The  Scottis  than  arrayit  on  the  plane, 

At  thame  leit  fle  rycht  mony  fedderit  flane, 

And  mony  gante  in  the  tyme  leit  glyde,  36,935 

Quhill  that  tha  maid  richt  mony  sowand  syde, 

Aganis  quhome  tha  mycht  nocht  weill  defend. 

The  Danis  than,  quhen  that  tha  knew  and  kend 
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Without  danger  tha  mycht  nocht  tliair  remane, 

In  glide  ordoiir  discendit  to  the  phine.  36,940 


How  TIIA   ENTERIT   IN   THE   FeILD. 

Than  with  ane  schout,  and  with  ane  felloun  ciy, 

Tha  enterit  all  rycht  sone  and  suddantly, 

With  sic  ane  schow  quhill  all  the  schawls  schuik  ; 

Thair  busteous  beir  reboundit  fra  the  bruik. 

So  dourlie  thair  togidder  that  tha  dang,  36,945 

With  sic  ane  reird  quhill  all  the  vochis  rang, 

Tliair  speiris  brak  and  sclieildis  raif  in  schunder, 

And  inony  stout  man  stickit  that  wes  wnder; 

Riclit  mony  freik  wes  fellit  than  throw  force, 

And  niony  knycht  was  keillit  throw  the  cors,       36,950 

Without  confort  la  cald  wnder  his  scheild, 

And  mony  berne  wist  nother  of  bute  no  beild  ; 

And  mony  stout  man  stickit  war  that  tyde, 

Bleidand  full  soir  with  mony  woundis  wyde, 

Tha  Scottis  all  rycht  bisselie  tha  go  36,955 

Tha  Daynis  heidis  for  to  cut  tliame  fro  ; 

With  sic  disi)yte  wes  neuir  one  tha  spard, 

Traistand  thairfoir  to  get  thankis  and  reward ; 

Rycht  mony  hundreth  hingand  by  the  hair 

Of  Danis  heidis  into  tliair  handis  bair.  36,960 

The  quhilk  ane  Deyn  into  the  tynie  did  spy, 

Witli  ane  loud  voce  he  gaif  ane  schout  and  cry ; 

"  Other,"  he  said,  "  debait  low  with  ^our  handis, 

"  Now  at  sic  tyrne  into  sic  neid  it  standis, 

"  Or  none  of  ws,  traist  weill,  efter  this  da,  36,966 

"  Fra  Albione  sail  levand  pas  awa." 

The  Danis  all  quhen  that  tha  hard  that  cry, 

Tha  grew  in  ire  with  sic  melancoly, 

Into  tha  tynic  quhen  tha  the  perrell  knew, 

Quhill  all  thair  strenthis  did  agane  renew;  36,970 
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Quhair  throw  tlia  wox  alss  waldin  and  als  wyclit, 
Into  thair  mycht  ascendand  to  sic  hycht. 
And  quhen  tha  knew  thair  strenthis  did  restoir, 
Moir  fui'ius  nor  euir  tha  war  befoir, 
Witht  all  thair  power  pertlie  on  the  plane  36,975 

Renewit  lies  the  battell  than  agane, 
With  all  the  force  into  the  tyme  tha  lied. 
Lib.ii,f.iG7b.  The  Scottis  men  than  in  the  vangard  fled, 
^^'  ^'        The  quhilk  na  langar  in  the  feild  micht  byde : 

The  wyng  also  vpone  the  totlier  syde,  36,980 

So  lytill  strenth  into  the  tyme  tha  hed. 

Out  of  the  feild  fast  efter  tliame  tha  fled. 

Thau  gude  Kenethus  in  the  middill  feild, 

With  mony  wicht  man  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 

Stone  still  tha  faucht  and  thairof  rakkit  nocht,     36,985 

For  all  thaii"  fleing  wes  no  tyme  in  flocht. 


How  ANE  Husbandman  callit   Hay  with   his 

SONIS  TWAY  FAUCHT  CRWELLIE  WITH  JOKKIS 
IN  THAIR  HaNDIS,  AND  KEIPIT  THE  PASSAGE 
QUHAIR  THE  SCOTTIS  FLED,  AND  MEKILL 
DaNIS  BlUDE  THAT  Da  HE  SCHED,  AND 
RENEWIT        THE        BaTTELL       AND      WAN      THE 

Feild. 

Ane  husband  man  quhilk  wes  callit  Hay, 

Busteous  and  big  thocht  he  wes  nothing  gay, 

Tua  sonis  had  that  .war  bayth  stout  and  sture ; 

Of  husband  lawbour  doand  was  thair  cure,  36,990 

At  pleucli  and  harrow  neirby  that  samin  hour; 

Seand  the  king  into  sa  Strang  ane  stour, 

And  so  thik  fald  war  fleand  than  him  fra, 

For  him  that  tyme  his  hart  it  wes  richt  wa. 

With  that  he  hint  the  ^ok  into  his  hand  36,995 

Out  of  ane  pleuch,  and  syne  he  gaif  command 
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To  his  tua  sonis  that  tyme  to  do  siclyik. 

Betuix  aiie  fousie  and  ane  stalwart  dyke 

The  passage  wes  quhair  all  the  Scottis  fled; 

Than  with  the  ^ok  into  his  hand  he  hed,  37,oou 

ThLs  busteous  berne  that  stalwart  wes  and  stout, 

Keipit  that  strenth  that  no  man  mycht  get  out. 

The  Danis  als  that  follouit  on  the  chace, 

He  slew  richt  mony  in  the  samin  place, 

And  sparit  that  tyme  nother  freind  nor  fa,  37,005 

Out  of  that  passage  preissit  for  to  ga. 

With  his  sonis  keipit  the  passage  lang, 

And  neuir  ane  out  by  thame  wald  lat  gang ; 

That  all  mycht  heir,  syne  with  ane  sellout  and  cry. 

With  ane  loud  voce  he  cryit  mony  fy  !  37,010 

"  Cheis  ^ow,''  he  said,  "  sen  force  it  is  sic  thing, 

"  With  new  powei'  hes  cumit  to  oure  king, 

"  Now  cowartlie  heir  with  thame  to  be  slane, 

"  No  manfullie  now  for  to  turne  agane, 

"  And  victorie  for  till  haif  of  ^our  fo."  37,015 

The  Scottis  aw  quhen  tha  hard  him  sa  so. 

And  Danis  als,  trowand  that  it  war  trew, 

That  cumand  wes  sic  power  of  the  new. 

The  Danis  all  rycht  joyfull  war  and  fane, 

That  maid  the  chace,  to  turne  abak  agane.  37,020 

And  tha  that  fled  maid  syne  on  thame  ane  chace, 

Quliill  that  tha  come  to  the  fechting  place, 

And  thair  agane  the  battell  did  renew. 

Hay  with  his  ^ok  full  mony  Dayne  he  slew  ; 

That  forsie  freik  wes  nother  walk  no  lene,  37,025 

At  ilkane  straik  that  da  he  slew  ane  Deyne. 
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How  THE  Battell  renewit,  and  of  the  Scottis 

CURAGE,  AND  HOW  THE  DAYNIS  FLED  AND 
TYNT  CURAGE,  AND  HOW  KeNETHUS  WAN  THE 

Fetld  be  the  greit   Help  of  that  happie 
Hay  and  his  Sonis  Tway. 

This  nobill  king  witli  mony  man  of  gude, 
Feclitand  stone  still  lit  in  the  feild  tha  stude, 
Suppois  it  wes  that  tyme  with  mekill  pane. 
Col.  2.       Quhen  that  he  saw  the  fcild  renew  agane,  37,030 

So  fair  Langage  than  to  liis  men  lie  spak, 
Quhilk  causit  thame  new  enrage  for  to  tak, 
That  tha  agane  grew  als  ferie  and  wycht 
As  euir  tha  war,  witli  far  moir  strenth  and  mycht, 
And  with  greit  force  tha  did  the  feild  renew.       37,035 
The  Danis  than  trowand  that  all  wes  trew, 
Sic  new  power  was  cuming  thame  forgane, 
Into  the  feild  no  lanGjar  wald  remane, 
And  sone  tha  fled  rycht  fast  out  of  that  place. 
The  Scottis  follouit  fastar  on  the  chace,  37,040 

Without  mercie  that  tyme  thair  chapit  nane 
Tha[t]  Danis  war  quhair  euir  tha  war  ouirtane. 
So  greit  slauchter  wes  neuir  sene  befoir, 
Was  maid  that  da  of  Danis  les  and  moir. 
Quhair  that  tha  fled  in  mony  moss  and  myre,      37,ot5 
The  Scottis  wes  fulfil  lit  with  sic  yre, 
And  had  sic  thrist  than  of  the  Danis  blude. 
That  neuir  ane  than,  other  ill  or  gude, 
Gat  girth  that  da  quhair  euir  he  wes  ouir  tane. 
Fra  morne  airlie  quhill  all  the  da  wes  gane,         37,050 
This  foirsaid  Hay  and  sonis  with  thair  lokkis, 
V})one  the  Danis  laid  sa  mony  knokis. 
With  so  greit  force  the  wecht  of  thame  leit  feill^ 
That  none  of  thame  mycht  efterwart  do  weill. 
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That  samia  nyclit  rycht  laiig  or  it  \ve«  da,  37,055 

The  Danis  passit  quhair  [thair]  scliippis  la, 

Vpone  ankeris  wa«  lydand  on  the  se, 

Neirby  the  place  is  callit  now  Dundie, 

Quhilk  war  nocht  than  into  comparesoun, 

Scantlie  the  fourt  part  that  tha  brocht  of  toim.    37,060 

Syne  passit  all  on  [to]  the  se  that  nycht, 

And  or  the  morne  war  saillit  out  of  sycht  ; 

And  quhair  awa  that  tynie  I  can  nocht  tell, 

Bot  Weill  I  wait,  as  le  ma  judge  tour  sell, 

Thair  wes  greit  blythncs  at  thair  cuming  hanie,    37,065 

Qulien  euerie  man  wes  missit  be  his  name. 

No  moir  of  this  now  will  I  put  in  ryme, 

Becaus  it  is  so  greit  tarie  of  tyme ; 

Tliairof  as  now  I  think  to  hald  me  still, 

And  to  my  purpois  turne  agane  I  Avill.  37,070 

This  Kenethus  baid  in  the  feild  all  nycht, 

S3'ne  on  the  morne  quhen  that  tlie  da  wes  lycht, 

The  Danis  pakeonis  with  rycht  mony  tent, 

Quhilk  furneist  war  rycht  riche  and  fertilent, 

AVith  gold  and  siluer  and  all  vther  geir,  37,075 

And  riche  cleithing  that  ordand  wes  to  weir, 

With  haill  consent  that  tyme  of  all  the  lave, 

Most  pretious  part  on  to  this  Hay  he  gave, 

Of  riche  clethiug,  gold  and  siluer  bricht, 

And  his  tua  sonis  that  war  bayth  bald  and  37,080 

wycht. 
Syne  all  the  laif  wes  spuke  of  the  feild, 
To  euerie  man  that  wapin  docht  to  weild, 
Efter  his  deid  as  he  wes  worth  to  haue, 
Rycht  equal  lie  he  delt  amaug  the  laue. 
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How  King   Kenethus  passit  to  the  Toun  of 
Baiitha,  and  thair  ]\iaid  this  Hay  Knycht 

AND    GAIF    HIM  THE    LANDIS    OF    ErROLL  ;   AND 

OF  THE  Discord  and  Stryfe  that  fell 
betuix  the  Lord  of  Angus,  callit  Cruth- 

LYNTUS,  AND  LORD  OF  THE  MeRNIS,  CALLIT 
ALSUA,  AND  HOW  KeNETHUS  RUNEIST  AND 
PACIFEIT  THAT  FeID,  AND  HOW  MALCUM  DuFE 
WAS    PUT    DOUN    BE    KeNETHUS. 

Lib.  ii,f.iG8.  Qulien  this  wes  done,  passit  to  Bartlia  toini  37,085 

Col.  1.        This  nobill  king  witli  mouy  bald  barroun. 

With  haill  consent  that  tyme  of  eueiy  wicht, 

This  foirsaid  Hay  thair  hes  he  maid  ane  knycht, 

For  his  support  lie  maid  him  in  sic  perrell; 

Syne  gaif  to  him  the  landis  all  of  Erroll,  37,090 

Into  the  cars  of  Gowrie  quhair  tha  la ; 

The  quhilk  his  airis  brukis  lit  this  da. 

Erll  of  that  ilk  is  callit  at  this  hour, 

Quhilk  is  ane  lious  of  greit  fame  and  honom*. 

I  pra  to  God  that  lang  t3'me  so  it  be,  37,005 

In  sic  honour  all  that  genelogie. 

This  beand  done,  as  le  haif  hard  me  sa, 

Gude  Kenethus  richt  lang  and  mony  da, 

In  peax  and  rest  and  greit  honoiu*  he  rang, 

Quliill  efter  syne,  I  can  nocht  tell  how  lang,         37,ioo 

Gif  [it]  be  trew  the  storie  tellis  ws, 

Ane  lord  of  Angus,  callit  Cruthlynthus, 

Ane  dochter  had  wes  callit  Fenella, 

Quhilk  had  ane  sone  Cruthlynthus  heclit  alsua, 

Lord  of  the  Mernis  in  the  tyme  wes  he.  37,i05 

So  hapnit  him  with  his  grandsiro  to  be 

In  to  the  castell  than  of  Dalbogy  ; 

Quhat  wes  the  caus  I  can  nocht  tell  ^ow  quhy, 

Betuix  his  seruandis  and  men  of  the  place, 

Bycht  greit  discord  fell  of  ane  suddane  cace,         37,iio 
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Quhair  in  the  tyme  he  had  tua  seruandis  slane, 

Quhairof  lie  wcs  nothing  content  nor  fane. 

This  Cruthlynthns  that  na  langar  mycht  fen^e, 

To  his  grandsire  he  passit  for  to  plen^e  ; 

Quhilk  ansuer  maid  to  him  with  grit  dispyte,       37,ii5 

Sayand,  him  self  thairof  had  all  the  wyte, 

Quhairof  that  tyme  he  soiild  na  mendis  liaue  ; 

And  callit  him  bayth  harlot,  loun  and  knaue ; 

War  nocht  he  wes  his  dochtcris  sone  so  neir, 

He  maid  ane  vow  he  sould  half  bocht  it  deir.      37,120 

Ryeht  fureous  thus  did  he  with  him  flyte, 

Syne  to  the  let  gart  put  him  for  dispyte  ; 

That  [he]  was  fane,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Out  of  that  place  to  chaip  levand  awa. 

This  Cruthlynthns  he  tuke  full  hie  in  hart  37,125 

The  greit  repulss  that  he  gat  in  that  part ; 

Wnto  his  mother  callit  Fenella, 

To  Fettercarne  he  })assit  on  ane  da, 

And  schew  to  hir  the  maner  all  and  how, 

Ilk  word  by  word  as  I  [haif]  schawin  ^ow,  37,i3o 

How  all  wes  done  and  in  the  samin  sort, 

And  how  hir  father  did  him  sic  dischort. 

This  Fenella,  throw  the  report  he  schew, 

Rycht  hie  and  liet  intill  hir  mynd  scho  grew, 

Quhilk  in  hir  breist  the  hiear  ay  ascendis,  37,135 

Perswadand  him  rycht  sone  to  tak  ane  mendis, 

Sayand,  scho  suld  rycht  hartlie  with  gude  will. 

At  all  power  mak  gi'eit  supple  thair  till, 

Commandrtiid  him  for  to  mak  no  delay. 

And  so  he  did  sone  eftcr  on  ane  day,  37,ido 

With  all  the  power  that  tyme  that  he  mycht, 

Come  to  Dalbogy  quietlie  ane  nycht. 

And  suddantlie  the  castell  syne  hes  tone. 

Bayth  ill  and  gude  that  war  thairin  ilkone, 

He  slew  thame  all  than  be  the  leist  ane  knaif;  37,145 

His  gi-andsire  gat  no  moii'  girth  nor  the  laif 
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The  castell  syne  gart  cast  doun  to  the  ground, 
And  all  the  riches  in  that  place  wes  fund, 
Gold  and  siluer,  and  all  other  geir, 
Distribut  lies  amang  his  men  of  weir.  37,150 

Quhen  this  wes  done  syne  fordwart  furth  he  fundis, 
Makand  greit  heirschip  in  Cruthlynthus  boundis; 
Col.  2.        Syne  in  the  Mernis  lies  all  with  him  tane 

Richt  mony  berne  that  mycht  nocht  thoill  this  blane. 

Into  Angus,  quhilk  wes  of  Cruthlynthus  clan,       37,155 

He  gart  convene  togidder  mony  man, 

Quhilk  in  the  Mernis  maid  ane  haistie  raid, 

And  in  the  tyme  greit  spulze  also  maid. 

The  Mernis  men  was  gatherit  than  foirgane, 

Of  aduenture '  syne  met  vpone  ane  plane,  37,igo 

And  straik  ane  feild  the  spuke  to  reskew, 

On  euerie  syde  riclit  mony  ane  tha  slew. 

Fra  that  da  furth,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

With  countering  and  carmusche  euerie  da, 

Tha  previt  vther  oft  syis  on  the  plane,  37,i65 

On  euerie  syde  quhair  mony  ane  wes  slane. 

Had  tha  stand  lang  at  sic  abusioun. 

The  pairteis  baith  had  gane  to  confusioun, 

But  ony  dout,  or  endit  war  that  pleid, 

Had  nocht  Kenethus  maid  soner  remeid.  37,170 

Quhilk  suddanelie  ane  herald  send  thame  till, 

And  chargit  thame  at  his  command  and  will, 

Tha  suld  compeir  befoir  him  all  rycht  sone. 

The  fyiftene  da  for  to  thoill  law  in  Scone, 

Vnder  the  pane  of  lyfe,  land  and  gude,  37,175 

Quhat  euir  he  wes  that  this  command  ganestudc. 

This  Cruthlynthus  the  law  so  soir  adred. 

With  all  his  men  rycht  far  awa  he  fled ; 

Befoir  the  king  that  da  wald  nocht  compeir: 

How  hapnit  syne  sone  efter  le  sail  heir.  37,i80 
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Tills  Kenetlms  on  tliame  ilk  da  be  da 

Followit  rlcht  fast,  syne  in  Locbquhabria 

This  Cruthlyntlms  and  all  the  laif  war  tane, 

And  brocht  agane  to  Dunsenen  ilkane, 

This  kingis  castell  wes  into  the  tyme,  37,185 

Quhair  tha  war  all  aceusit  of  that  cryme. 

The   men  of  gude  that  had  auctoritie, 

With  Cruthlyntlms  condampnit  war  to  de, 

For-quhy  tha  war  the  cans  of  all  that  thing. 

Syne  at  command  of  Kenethus  the  king,  37,190 

The  commoun  pepill  quhilk  war  till  excuiss, 

Thair  maisteris  cliarge  that  durst  noeht  weill  refuiss, 

Quhen  he  considderit  that  tyme  how  it  was, 

For  that  same  cans  vnpuneist  leit  thame  pas. 

This  beand  done  as  I  liaif  said  tow  than,  37,195 

Richt  tenderlie  wes  louit  with  all  man 

In  all  that  tyme  Kenethus  the  gude  king, 

fSo  circumspect  and  just  wes  in  all  thing. 

Louit  he  wes  with  euerilk  man  on  lywe, 

Als  tenderlie  as  other  barne  or  wywe :  37,200 

So  just  he  wes  in  his  auctoritie, 

To  euerie  man  with  sic  equalitie. 

And  sic  perfectioun,  schortlie  to  conclude, 

That  men  of  him  ma  sa  nathing  bot  gude. 

Quhill  efterwart  the  tua  and  tuentie  teir  37,2oe 

Wes  of  his  ring,  as  I  sail  schaw  tow  heir, 

His  bruther  sone  as  te  sail  wnderstand, 

Gude  Mai  cum  Dufe,  the  prince  of  Cumberland, 

King  Duffus  sone  in  storeis  as  we  reid, 

Quhilk  efter  him  wes  narrest  to  succeid.  37,210 

This  Kenethus  than,  as  my  author  demit. 

For  to  be  trew  richt  weill  also  it  semit, 

On  to  his  sone  affectit  so  wes  he, 

Efter  his  tyme  to  half  auctoritie. 

And  bruke  the  croun  withoutin  ony  pleid,  37,215 

This  Malcum  Dufe  with  poysoun  put  to  deid. 
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Lib. ii,f.  168b.  Into  the  tyme  tliocht  it  was  nocht  weill  knawin, 
The  suith  fastnes  thairof  rycht  sone  was  schawin. 
This  Malcum  Duffe  that  tyme  in  Cumberland, 
Tuke  sic  seiknes  that  nane  cukl  wnderstand  37,220 

Quhat  mycht  him  help,  or  mak  him  ony  remeid, 
It  handlit  him  so  hetlie  to  the  deid. 
Into  the  breist  so  stoppit  was  and  bun, 
And  all  his  bodie  swellit  lyke  ane  tun, 
Quliill  that  his  cors  all  [to]  brist  and  clawe,         37,225 
And  fra  the  bane  the  lyre  bowdin  and  raue, 
Throw  Strang  poysoun,  as  euerie  man  wist  weill, 
Bot  be  quhat  man  wes  none  that  had  ane  feill. 
The  men  of  gude  that  tyme  for  the  most  feet, 
Of  that  ilk  deid  tlia  held  the  king  suspect,  37,230 

For  the  same  caus  befoir  that  I  tow  tald ; 
Bot  thair  wes  nane  amang  thame,  loung  or  aid, 
Quhat  euir  he  thocht,  that  durst  reveill  sic  thing, 
Sic  aw  that  tyme  tha  stude  than  of  thair  king ; 
That  mony  als  of  men  of  gude  that  tyme,  37,235 

Into  thair  mynd  him  cleugit  of  that  cryme. 
For  mony  vertewis  into  him  tha  saw. 
So  just  he  wes  to  execute  the  law. 
Without  rigour,  full  of  benignitie, 
So  equale  ay  in  his  auctoritie,  37,240 

Bayth  word  and  werk  wes  ay  to  gude  effect ; 
And  for  that  caus  tha  held  him  nocht  suspect. 
Ane  vtlier  caus  how  that  tha  knew  sic  thing, 
Quhen  that  his  deid  was  schawin  to  the  king, 
So  greit  displesour  in  the  tyme  he  tuik,  37,215 

But  meit  or  sleip  rycht  lang  fastit  and  woik. 
So  mony  teir  come  tringland  fra  his  ene  ; 
Sa  oft  wald  sob  and  sicli  full  soir  betuene, 
Into  his  mynd  so  dolorus  and  dirk ; 
So  greit  suffrage  also  in  halie  kirk,  37,250 

Ouir  all  Scotland  he  lies  gart  sing  and  sa. 
In  euirilk  kirk  onto  the  auchtane  da. 
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For  gude  Malcorae  the  prince  of  Cumberland. 
Qidiairby  that  tyme  tha  mycht  weill  wnderstand, 
And  knaw  perfitlie  als  in  thair  intent,  37,255 

Of  Malcolmis  deid  the  king  wes  innocent  ; 
And  for  that  tyme  than  all  the  nobill  blude 
Left  suspitioun  and  traistit  nocht  bot  gude. 


How  AXE  Messinger  was  send  out  of  Ingland 
TO    King    Kenethus,   and   of  his   Ansuer 

AGANE    QUHA   SOULD   BE    PrINCE    OF    CUMBER- 
LAND. 

That  samin  tyme,  sone  efter  all  this  thing, 

Fra  gude  Edward  that  wes  of  Ingland  king,         37,260 

"Wes  marterit  efter  with  his  awin  step  mother, 

Becaus  hir  sone,  quhilk  wes  king  Edwardis  bruther, 

Efter  his  deid  was  narrest  to  succeid, 

Thair  come  that  tyme,  in  storie  as  we  reid, 

Ane  messinger  to  Kenethus  the  king,  37,2C5 

Beseikand  him  rycht  hartlie  of  that  thing, 

That  he  wald  cheis  the  prince  of  Cumberland, 

As  mediatour  betuix  thame  for  to  stand. 

For  peax  and  rest  and  greit  tranquillitie ; 

And  to  thame  bayth  rycht  leill  and  trew  till       37,270 

be, 
Without  tressone  als  traist  as  ony  steill, 
To  baith  the  kinrikis  for  the  commoun  weill. 
This  Kenethus  sic  ansuer  maid  agane, 
"  Forsuith,"  he  said,  "thairof  I  am  rycht  fane, 
"  And  als  content  his  plesour  to  fulfill  37,275 

"  In  all  poy litis  that  le  haif  put  me  tiU  ; 
"  Now  wait  I  weill,  that  ay  befoir  I  weynd 
"  This  nobill  Idng  lies  euir  bene  my  freind  ;  Col.  a. 

"  And  for  his  saik,  als  haistie  as  I  ma. 

Of  tour  ansuer  I  sail  gar  set  ane  da."  37,280 
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In  Scone  that  tyme,  as  my  autlior  did  nione, 

The  da  wes  set  quhair  tha  suld  all  convene, 

Baith  king  and  lordis  in  the  tyme  ilkone  ; 

iSyne  gude  Kenethus  on  the  marbell  stone, 

As  president  thair  sittand  in  his  chair ;  37,285 

Of  eloquence  he  wes  nocht  for  to  lair, 

Quhilk  in  the  tyme,  as  le  ma  richt  weill  trow, 

He  said  to  thame  as  I  sail  sa  to  low. 

"  My  lordis  all,  le  knaw  richt  weill  ilkone, 

"  So  lang  befoir  richt  mony  teir  agone,  37,290 

"  How  gude  Fergus,  the  foundar  of  this  ring, 

"  Sic  lawis  maid  in  chesing  of  thair  king  ; 

"  That  is  to  say,  efter  ane  kingis  deid, 

"  Gif  that  his  sone  suld  succeid  in  his  steid, 

"  Without  perfectioun  that  tyme  war  ane  child,  37,295 

"  The  narrest  man  quhilk  war  of  lauchtfull  eild 

"  Onto  the  hous,  sould  that  tyme  crownit  be, 

"  For  all  his  tyme  bruik  that  auctoritie, 

"  Syne  eftcrwart  to  succeid  in  his  steid, 

"  The  lauchfull  air  efter  that  king  wes  deid.         37,300 

"  Thus  euir  mair  the  king  sould  be  ane  man, 

"  And  for  sick  caus  the  lawis  first  began ; 

"  Bot  weill  I  wait,  quha  that  rycht  wnderstude, 

"  That  wes  the  caus  of  far  moir  ill  na  gude  ; 

"  And  causit  oft  richt  greit  aduersitie,  37,305 

"  And  mekle  triibill  in  the  realme  to  be. 

"  Witnes,"  he  said,  "  first  of  king  Feretar, 

''  And  Ferlegus  quhilk  wes  king  Fergus  air, 

"  The  richteous  prince  and  of  the  royall  blade  ; 

"  Throw  sic  lawis,  now  schortlie  to  conclude,        3i,3io 

"  Tha  war  the  first  that  sic  trubill  began, 

"  And  Ferlegus  that  wes  ane  nobill  man, 

"  Wes  maid  exull  and  baneist  for  to  be, 

"  In  vther  land  with  greit  miseritie, 

"  The  quhilk  to  Scotland  wes  lak  and  offence,      37,315 

''  So  schamefuUie  suld  be  thair  king  and  prince, 
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"  Wes  bond  and  tlirall  so  lang  to  carllis  blude, 

"  Makand  tlmnie  seniice  for  his  lyvis  fude. 

"  Witnes  also,"  he  said,  "of  Nothatus, 

"  And  ioung  Rewthar,  causit  be  Dowalus ;  37,320 

"  And  of  Novans  Ferquhard  the  quhilk  wes  lord, 

"  Betuix  tharae  tua  that  kendlit  sic  discord. 

"  For  that  same  cans,  now  schortlie  to  conclusioun, 

"  Quhilk  brocht  Scotland  to  vter  confusioun, 

"  And  Pechtland  als  siclyke,  for  to  conclude,         37,325 

"  Betuix  thame  baith  of  all  the  nobill  blude 

"  Wes  noclit  ane  left,  as  it  wes  rycht  weill  kend, 

"  To  gyde  the  laif  and  fra  thair  fo  defend. 

"  Quhairthrow  the  Scottis  and  the  Pechtis  all, 

"  Onto  the  Britis  was  maid  bond  and  thrall,        37,330 

"  Or  all  to  fie  without  ony  remeid, 

"  In  vther  landis  for  to  beg  thair  breid. 

"  Than  threttene  leir  without  auctoritie, 

"  So  lang  tha  war  in  sic  miseritie, 

"  Lang  efter  that  siclike  with  Romacus,  37,335 

"  And  Ethalmac,  the  storie  tellis  thus, 

"  And  Angustiane  bruther  sonis  all  time, 

"  Throw  thai]-  discord  for  sick  auctoritie, 

*'  Scotland,  that  tj^me  quhilk  wes  into  greit  rest, 

"  With  Romanis  soir  wes  puneist  and  opprest;     37;340 

•'  Syne  linallie  out  of  Scotland  to  fle, 

"  And  fourtie  teir  maid  exull  for  to  be.  LibJi,f.i69. 

"  Now  ma  ^e  ken,  heir  schortlie  to  conclude, 

"  Thairof  the  ill  exceidis  far  the  gude." 

Also  he  said,  "  Now  for  the  samin  quliy,  37,345 

"  Bot  laitlie  now  in  tymis  '  ar  gane  by, 

"  How  mony  men  war  of  the  royall  blude 

"  Fein^eit  rycht  far  as  tha  had  bene  rycht  gude, 
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"  Witlioutin  vice,  of  greit  vertu  to  be, 

"  Hailfand  respect  to  sic  authoritie ;  37,350 

"  Sone  efter  syne,  God  wait  and  noclit  rycht 

lang, 
"  Fra  tyme  tha  gat  the  thing  quhairfoir  tha  sang, 
"  Tha  changit  sone  into  ane  vther  man, 
*'  Levand  the  way  in  quhome  tha  first  began ; 
"  Vsand  ill  lyfe  and  sic  vice  and  abusioun,  37,355 

"  Quhilk  brocht  this  kinrik  richt  oft  to  confusioun. 
"  And  for  that  cans  my  counsall  is  thairfoir, 
"  To  abrogat,  and  vse  that  law  no  moir, 
"  And  vse  conforme  wnto  the  commoun  law 
"  In  vther  landis  vsit  is  ouir  aw.  37,360 

"  The  kingis  sone,  thoucht  he  be  neuir  so  ting, 
"  Efter  his  fader  in  his  sted  to  ring, 
"  Qnhat  euer  tha  be,  madin  or  man  chyld, 
"  Withoutin  ee  to  wisdome  or  to  eild, 
"  As  God  plesis  to  send  into  the  tyde,  37,305 

"  Is  none  as  he  so  weill  that  can  prowyde  ; 
"  I  hald  it  best  in  sic  ane  doutsam  cace, 
"  To  put  oure  traist  ay  into  Godis  grace. 
"  Becaus,''  he  said,  "  of  all  tour  cnming  heir, 
"  Now  in  this  place  that  I  gart  low  compeir,     37,370 
"  Mest  speciall  is,  as  le  sail  wnderstand, 
"  To  cheis  the  lord  and  prince  of  Cumberland, 
''  Quhilk  ordand  is  betuix  king  and  king, 
"  For  to  keip  peax  and  gar  reforme  all  thing 
"  That  is  done  wrang  be  Scotland  and  Ingland,  37,375 
"  Ony  to  vther,  be  vertu  of  the  band, 
"  The  quhilk  wes  maid  be  ouir  progenitoir, 
"  Xe  knaw  tour  self,  in  all  tymes  befoir ; 
"  The  quhilk  also  is  lauchtfull  to  succeid 
"  To  this  kinrik,  quhen  tyme  beis  or  neid.  37,380 

"  In  this  mater,  but  ony  circumstance, 
"  Rycht  sone  I  wald  heir  tour  deliuerance." 
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Tua  nobillis  tlian,  war  grittest  men  of  gude 

Of  all  Scotland  and  of  the  royall  blude, 

Ane  Constantyne,  the  sone  of  Culenus  37,385 

That  last  wes  king,  the  tother  hecht  Gremus, 

The  bruther  sone  of  gude  Duffus  the  king  ; 

Thir  tua  that  tyine  that  knew  full  weill  all 

thin  Of 
Imaglnat  into  the  kingis  mynd, 

The  circumstance,  the  ordour  and  the  kynd,         37,390 
How  all  wes  said,  and  als  to  quhat  effect ; 
Suppois  thame  selffis  thair  till  had  ane  aspect 
On  to  the  croun  be  thair  awin  writtin  law, 
^it  neuirtheles  that  tyme  tha  stude  sic  aw 
Of  Kenethus  that  wes  thair  prince  and  king,        37,395 
To  contray  him  or  crab  in  ony  thing ; 
And  tliocht  that  tyme  tha  wald  sa  na  thairtill, 
Rycht  Weill  tha  wist  that  he  wald  half  his  will, 
And  of  his  purpois  alway  cum  gude  speid. 
And  syne  tha  half,  bot  magir  to  thair  meid,         37,400 
For  that  same  caus  consentit  baith  thairtill, 
And  put  it  all  into  the  kingis  will. 
And  war  the  first  that  tyme  of  all  the  laif, 
Onto  the  king  that  sic  ane  ansuer  gaif. 
As  plesit  him  that  tyme,  at  his  command,  37,405 

Quhome  that  he  wald  mak  prince  of  Cumberland, 
And  abrogat  tha  lawis  les  and  moir, 
Wes  maid  in  chesing  of  the  kingis  befoir, 
And  keip  the  law  wes  maid  into  the  tyme  : 
Sic  ansuer  gaif  bayth  Constantyne  and  Gryme.     37,410 
Quhen  tha  had  said,  than  all  the  multitude,  Col.  2. 

All  in  ane  voce  than,  schortlie  to  conclude, 
"  Malcolrae,"  tha  said,  "  without  ony  demand, 
"  Kenethus  sone,  mak  prince  of  Cumberland." 
And  so  he  wes,  with  haill  auctoritie,  37,415 

Of  Cumberland  promovit  prince  to  be  ; 

N  N  2 
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And  tuke  his  leif  than  bayth  at  gude  and  ill, 
And  with  the  herald  than  wes  send  thairtill, 
Quhilk  in  the  tyme  that  come  for  the  same 

thing, 
Fra  gude  Edward  that  wes  of  Ingland  king.         37,420 
This  beand  done  but  ony  violence, 
Kenethus  knew  weill  be  experience, 
And  be  the  law  quhome  to  tha  gaif  consent, 
Quhilk  than  wes  maid  witliout  impediment, 
For  euirmoir  that  his  postei'itie  37,425 

Suld  ay  succeid  to  his  auctoritie. 
And  for  to  haue  tliair  fauour  in  sic  thing, 
Waill  tenderlie  he  treittit  aid  and  ling  ; 
To  euerie  lord  and  als  to  mony  lard, 
Into  his  tyme  gaif  mony  greit  reward  ;  37,430 

With  diligence  exercit  ay  his  cuir. 
At  all  power  to  pleis  baith  riche  and  puir. 
Rycht  equallie  he  held  him  till  all  man, 
With  puir  and  riche  weill  louit  wes  he  than. 
And  with  all  leid  that  leuand  wes  on  lyve,  37,435 

Moir  tenderlie  than  other  barne  or  wyve  ; 
That  thair  wes  no  man,  schortlie  to  conclude. 
That  said  or  thocht  of  him  all  tyme  bot  gude. 


Off   the  Visioun   that  apperit  to    Kenethus 
THE   King    on    the    Nycht   in   his   Sleip, 

AND  OF   HIS  CoNFESSIOUN,  PeN NANCE,  AlMOUS 
DeID,    and  DeVOTIOUN,    and   off   THE   WICKIT 

Wyffe  Fenella. 

So  hapnit  [it]  syne  efter  on  ane  nycht. 
In  his  sleip  be  ane  visioun  and  sycht  37,440 

Him  thocht  that  tyme  he  hard  ane  voce  apeir, 
Quhilk  said  to  him  with  ane  loud  voce  and  cleir; 
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"  0  Kenetlmsl  tak  tent  heii-  to  my  sawis. 

"  Thow  ^  trowls   God  tlii  cruell  cryme  misknawis, 

"  That  tliow  committit  with  sic  violence,  37,445 

"  Quhen  thow  gart  poysoun  Malcum  Dufe  the  prince 

"  Of  Cumbria,  quhilk  air  wes  to  Scotland. 

"  For  cans/'  he  said,    "  thow  tuke  sic  thing  on  hand, 

"  Throw  sic  desire  that  tin  prosperitie 

"  Suld  bruke  the  croun  with  haill  auctoritie,        37,450 

"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  the  God  omnipotent 

"  Decreittit  hes  be  his  rycht  judgment, 

"  Rycht  sone  on  the  sic  ane  vengence  sould  tak, 

*'  Till  all  thi  realme  salbe  greit  skayth  and  lak; 

"  And  to  thi  airis  rycht  lang  efter  the,  37,455 

"  R^^clit  greit  trubill  witliout  tranquillitie." 

Quhen  this  wes  said  the  voce  vaneist  awa. 

This  Kenethus,  in  his  bed  quhair  he  la, 

Sichit  full  soir  with  mony  langsum  thocht, 

Fra   that    tyme    furth    that    nycht    he  sleipit        37,460 

nocht ; 
So  greit  terrour  in  his  mynd  he  tuke, 
That  all  that  nycht  he  wolterit  and  he  woik. 
And  thocht  full  lang  quhill  that  he  saw  the  lycht. 
Than  vp  he  rais  and  raikit  in  full  rycht 
To  his  chapell  with  humbill  intercessionn,  37,465 

In  ferme  purpois  to  mak  his  haill  confessioun 
Of  all  the  synnis  he  had  done  beforne. 
On  to  that  tyme  sen  the  hour  he  wes  borne. 
Ane  halie  bischop  into  Scotland  wes  than. 
The  quhilk  to  name  wes  callit  Mouean  ;  37,47o 

Cunning  he  was  all  caissis  for  to  knaw,  Lib.ii,f.iG9b. 

And  richt  expert  into  the  canoun  law,  ''"'■  ^' 

For  ony  dout  that  men  mycht  at  him  speir ; 
In  theologie  also  he  wes  perqueir, 
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And  in  all  vertew,  schortlie  to  conclude,  37,475 

He  did  exceid  siclyke  in  sanctitude. 

This  Kenethus  for  this  ilk  Mouian 

He  send  that  tyme,  quhilk  sone  come  till  him  than  ; 

To  quhome  that  tyme  he  hes  maid  his  confessioun, 

Ilk  word  be  word  in  ordour,  but  degressioun ;      37,48C 

And  all  his  mynd  and  secreit  to  him  schew, 

Nothing  obscure,  als  planelie  as  he  knew, 

And  speciallie  of  Malcolme  Duffus  deid  ; 

Askand  at  him  quhat  mycht  be  best  remeid. 

This  nobill  man  agane  he  said  him  till ;  37,485 

"  Sic  ordinance  is  ay  in  Godis  will, 

"  Nothing  in  erth  vnpuneist  to  lat  pas; 

"  Decretit  hes  for  all  vice  and  trespas, 

"  Ane  cruell  pane  correspondand  thairtill, 

"  For  euirilk  fait  quhilk  force  is  to  fulfill.  37,490 

"  Quhilk  pane,"  he  said,  "  suppois  it  cruell  be, 

"  He  puttis  all  into  oure  libertie, 

"  And  reddie  ay  thairof  to  gif  remissioun, 

"  Thairof  perfitlie  and  we  half  contritioun, 

"  With  perfite  purpois  to  forbair  and  mend,  37,495 

"  And  neuir  agane  his  majestic  offend. 

"  And  we  do  so  into  all  tyme  and  place, 

"  Traist  weill  of  him  to  half  mercie  and  grace, 

"  Mercie  him  causit  ane  mortall  man  to  be, 

"  Syne  thole  grit  pane  and  naturalie  to  de.  37,500 

"  The  propheit  sais,  that  we  Sanct  Dauid  call, 

"  His  mercie  is  aboue  his  werkis  all ; 

"  The  quhilk  to  him  is  ay  sic  propertie, 

"  Without  mercie  God  can  nocht  rycht  weill  be. 

"  Haif  in  tour  mynd  gude  consolatioun  ;  37,505 

"  Tak  nocht  this  tyme  sic  desperatioun ; 

"  Traist  weill  sic  thing  cumis  no  way  perforce, 

"  Sen  gratius  God  quhilk  is  misericors, 

"  Is  reddear  to  gif  mercie  and  grace, 

"  No  for  to  puneis  for  the  grittest  cace  37,510 
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"  Quhilk  is  committit  be  ane  mortall  man." 

Than  throw  the  counsall  of  this  Mouian 

He  tuke  confort  and  put  awa  all  cair. 

With  greit  deuotioun  ilk  da  mair  and  mair, 

In  orisoun  baith  for  to  heir  and  reid,  37,515 

Diuoit  he  wes  with  mony  almous  deid ; 

To  kirk  and  kirkraen  dalie  with  grit  cuir, 

Rycht  helplike  was,  and  also  to  the  puir. 

In  pilgramage  passit  to  mony  place, 

Beseikand  Sanctis  to  obtene  him  grace  37,520 

At  gratius  God,  in  his  hie  majestie, 

Sen  tha  with  him  war  better  hard  nor  he. 

In  pilgramage  syne  to  Palladius, 

Into  the  Mernis,  ray  author  sais  thus, 

In  Fordwy  quliair  that  his  banis  lyis,  37,525 

As  he  befoir  wes  wont  to  do  oft  syis, 

With  greit  diuotioun  to  that  halie  Santt, 

Beseikand  God  thairof  his  grace  to  grant 

Fre  indulgens  of  all  thing  les  and  moir, 

Aganis  him  committit  wes  befoir.  37,530 

This  beand  done  as  I  haif  said  tow  lieir, 

Than  passit  hes  with  mony  gudlie  feir 

By  Fettercarne  into  ane  place  to  hunt, 

With  men  of  gude  befoir  as  he  wes  wont, 

And  houndis  als  that  war  baith  gude  and  fyne ;  37,535 

Tak  tent  and  heir  how  efter  hapnit  syne.  q^^  2 

This  Fenella,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 

That  wickit  wyfe  baith  bellicois  and  bald 

Causit  hir  sone  hir  awin  father  to  sla, 

Schort  quhile  befoir  le  miclit  heir  me  say  sa,       37,540 

The  quhilk  Cruthlynthus  callit  wes  to  name  ; 

Quhairfoir  efter  he  thoillit  lak  and  schame, 

For  that  same  deid  than  wes  he  maid  to  de, 

As  ressoun  wald  for  his  iniquitie. 

His  deid  rycht  hie  scho  buir  into  hir  mynd,         37,543 

So  is  the  nature  of  all  wemen  kynd ; 
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Without  knawledge,  lull  of  crudelitie, 

Desyrand  ay  revengit  for  to  be, 

Suppois  the  fait  be  baith  litill  and  lycht, 

So  full  tha  ar  of  malice  and  of  hycht.  37,550 

So  wes  this  wyfe  tiian  for  the  samin  caus, 

The  quhilk  wes  done  be  just  decreit  and  lawis  ; 

Zit  neuirtheles  that  scho  considderit  nocht. 

Bayth  da  and  nycht  that  wes  ay  in  hir  thocht, 

This  nobill  king  how  scho  mycbt  put  to  deid,       37,555 

Withoutin  caus  scho  had  at  him  sic  feid. 

Syne  in  hir  breist  consauit  lies  ane  trane  ; 

Tak  tent  and  heir,  and  I  sail  schaw  low  plane 

In  forme  and  effect,  and  all  the  fassoun  how 

My  authour  sais  as  I  sail  sa  to  tow.  37,560 


How   Fenella   biggit    ane   new  Woek  in  Fet- 

TERCARNE,   AND     HOW    KiNG     KeNETHUS     (JOME 
to   VIESIE   it,   AND   THAIR   SUDDANTLIE   SLANE, 

In  Fettercarne,  quhilk  wes  hir  duelling  place, 

Scho  had  gart  big  befoir  ane  lytill  space 

Ane  prettie  tour,  bot  of  small  quantitie, 

Rycht  curious  and  plesand  for  to  se. 

Proper  perfite,  quhilk  wes  of  poleist  stone,  37,5G5 

In  Albione  sic  semdill  wes  or  none. 

Rycht  clene  thickit  was  than  all  this  tour, 

Weill  gilt  with  gold,  quhairon  rycht  mony  flour 

Depanetit  war  with  mony  liird  on  breir. 

And  mony  rachis  rynnand  at  the  deir.  37,570 

The  craft  richt  far  the  mater  did  excell 

Of  all  this  tour,  the  treutli  gif  I  suld  tell, 

So  cin-iouslie  as  it  wes  cled  Mdthin. 

And  at  the  tapetis  first  I  will  begin, 

Of  fynest  silk  of  mony  diuerss  hew,  37,575 

Burneist  with  gold,  purpura  and  asur  blew, 
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Depanetit  all  with  greit  plesance  and  joy, 

The  aid  storie  of  Thebes  and  of  Troy. 

The  .sylar  alss  wes  of  the  sypar  tre, 

Porterit  perfite  that  plesand  wes  to  se ;  37,580 

Richt  curious  carvit  with  mony  ane  knot, 

Wnmaculat,  withoutin  ony  filth  or  spot ; 

As  ony  lanterne  castand  ane  hevyulie  lyclit 

Of  purpui-,  asur,  and  of  siluer  bricht. 

Greit  corce  bowis,  that  war  bayth  straug  and       37,585 

stout, 
Within  the  wall  wes  rayit  round  about, 
Fast  to  the  knok  war  buklit  vp  in  bend. 
With  ganieis  scharpe  reddie  fra  thame  to  send. 
Off  bras  ane  pillar  in  the  fluir  thair  stude, 
Vpone  the  heid  of  plesand  pulcluritude  37,590 

Ane  copper  image  of  small  quantitie, 
Quhilk  proper  wes  and  plesand  for  to  se. 

This  lytill  image  buir  into  the  hand,  I^ih.u,  firo. 

Of  gold  ane  apill  as  the  sone  schynand,  •  Col.  i. 

Quhilk  plantit  wes  with  mony  pretius  stone,         37,595 
As  jesp,  jasink,  and  margaretis  mony  one  ; 
With  turcas,  topas,  and  v/ith  amerandis  brycht, 
With  rubeis  reid,  and  diamontis  wes  dicht ; 
With  amates  that  courtlie  war  and  cleir. 
And  mony  mo  than  I  will  reckin  heir.  37,60o 

This  work  quhilk  wes  als  subtill  wrocht  as  reche. 
With  sic  diuyss  gif  ony  man  wald  tuiche 
The  goldin  apill  that  the  image  buir. 
The  bent  bowis  that  war  bayth  sti-ang  and  stuir, 
Ilkone  of  tharae  richt  haistelie  but  ho,  37,605 

Out  of  the  nok  ane  ganie  wald  lat  go, 
Schot  at  him,  without  ony  ganestand, 
Tuichit  the  apill  in  the  image  hand. 
This  fals  Fenalla  knew  rycht  weill  perfite. 
This  nobill  king  greit  plesance  and  delyte,  37;6io 
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And  greit  desyre  had  alway  for  to  se 

Sic  coistlie  werk  of  curiositie ; 

Thinkand  agane  and  he  come  thair  till  hunt, 

Neirby  that  place  befoir  as  he  wes  wont, 

He  wald  desyre  sone  for  to  cum  and  se  37,615 

Sic  plesand  \A'erk  of  greit  speciositie. 

This  samin  tyme  than  lies  it  hapnit  so, 

This  nobill  king  on  fra  the  hunting  go 

To  Fettercarne,  to  visie  that  new  werk. 

And  left  the  laif  still  huntand  in  the  park.  37,620 

With  few  seruandis  he  come  thair  forrow  none, 

Quhair  that  he  wes  ressauit  than  rycht  sone 

With  Fenella  and  hir  seruandis  ilkane, 

Rycht  reuerentlie  within  that  hous  of  stane, 

With  all  seruice  into  the  tyme  thairto,  37,625 

To  his  princeheid  war  plesand  for  to  do. 

At  ganand  tyme  scho  cansit  him  to  dyne ; 

With  coistlie  spycis  and  mony  mychtie  wyne. 

Of  diuerss  cullouris  into  cowpis  cleir, 

Weill  ma  te  wit  scho  maid  him  rycht  glide  37,630 

cheir  ; 
Bot  syne  allace !  scho  gart  him  pa  weill  ford. 
This  gude  Keneth,  the  nobill  prince  and  lord, 
So  courtas  wes,  so  lawlie  and  benyng, 
Into  the  tyme  held  hir  suspect  nothing, 
Efter  the  dennar  quietlie  is  gone,  37,635 

Bot  he  and  scho  rycht  secreitlie  alone, 
Within  the  tour  that  plesand  werk  to  se, 
Wes  so  perfite  with  sic  speciositie. 
Of  euerilk  thing  he  speirit  lies  the  qiihy  ; 
And  scho  agane  rycht  sone  and  suddantly,  37,640 

As  wemen  hes  ane  haistie  ansuer  sone, 
Scliew  him  quhairfoir  that  euerie  thing  wes  done. 
The  image  als  vpoun  the  pillar  lieid, 
Quhilk  buir  the  apill  of  the  gold  so  reid, 
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Wes  his  image  into  the  tyiiie  scho  schew,  37,645 

To  signifie  that  scho  wes  traist  and  trew, 

And  louit  him  at  all  power  and  mycht, 

Thairfoir  his  image  present  in  hir  sicht, 

Scho  thoucht  so  plesand  to  behald  and  se. 

The  apill  als  of  sic  speciositie,  37,650 

Qiihilk  pleneist  wes  with  mony  pretioiis  stone, 

Scho  ordand  hes  for  his  hienes  alone, 

Into  the  self  quhilk  wes  so  riche  ane  thing, 

That  it  micht  be  ane  reward  for  ane  king. 

Beseikand  him  of  his  excellent  grace,  37,655 

He  wald  ressaue  the  apill  in  that  place. 

At  his  plesour  out  of  the  image  hand. 

This  nobill  king,  the  quhilk  wald  nocht  ganestand, 

The  goldin  apill  in  his  hand  he  tuik  : 

With  that  the  pillar  and  the  image  sclmik,  37,660       Col.  2. 

And  all  the  hous  begouth  also  to  rok, 

And  all  the  stringis  slippit  out  of  nok 

Of  ilk  corss  bow,  the  quhilk  befoir  wes  bend, 

Syne  throw  his  cors  ilkane  ane  gan^e  send  ; 

That  suddantlie  without  help  or  remeid,  37,665 

Doun  on  the  fluir  this  nobill  king  fell  deid. 

How  Fenalla  fled  away   efter  the  King  was 

SLANE,     AND     HOW     HIS     SeRUANDIS     WAITTIT 

lang  on  his  out  cuming,  and  at  lang 
tareing  come  to  the  Dur  quhair  he  was, 
and  thair  fand  him  slane,  and  of  his 
Bureall. 

This  wickit  wyfe  seand  that  it  was  so, 

Out  at  ane  postrum  of  the  tour  did  go  ; 

Syne  in  ane  forrest  that  wes  neir  besyde, 

Amang  the  rammell  quhair  scho  did  hir  hyde ;     37,670 

Syne  on  ane  liors  that  ordand  wes  thairto, 

Nane  bot  ane  seruand  in  that  tyme  and  scho, 
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Fre  fra  all  perrell  pa«sit  ouir  the  fell, 

And  quhair  awa  I  can  noclit  lyclit  weill  tell. 

The  kin^fis  seruandis  bj^dand  on  his  grace,  37,675 

Qiihill  neir  hand  evin  tha  farleit  on  that  cace, 

Quhat  wes  the  cans  he  baid  so  lang  thairin  ; 

Syne  at  the  dur,  wes  closit  witht  ane  gyn, 

Softlie  did  knok,  trowaud  that  he  suld  heir, 

Bot  thair  wes  nane  wald  ansuer  mak,  or  speir     37,680 

Than  quha  wes  that  that  callit  at  the  duir, 

So  oft  but  ansuer  knokit  with  sic  cuir. 

Quhill  at  the  last,  thocht  it  wes  stark  and  Strang, 

All  with  ane  dunt  the  dur  sone  vp  tha  dang ; 

The  nobill  king  with  bludie  woundis  reid,  37,685 

Vpoun  the  fluir  thair  tha  fand  Hand  deid. 

Ze  ma  weill  wit  that  tha  war  rycht  wnfane 

To  se  the  king  befoir  thair  face  ly  slane, 

Quhilk  treittit  thanie  sa  tenderlie  and  weill. 

Suppois  ane  hart  had  bene  all  of  hard  steill,         37,690 

Or  also  stark  as  ony  inarbell  stone, 

It  wald  liaif  brist  to  heir  thair  piteous  mone. 

Rycht  weill  ilkone  into  the  tyme  tha  knew, 

It  wes  Fenella  that  thair  maister  slew, 

For  to  revenge  Cruthlynt  hir  sonis  deid  ;  37,695 

Quhair  scho  wes  fled,  into  what  place  or  steitl, 

With  diligence  ilk  da  riclit  lang  wes  soucht 

Fra  place  to  place,  bot  tit  tha  fand  hir  nocht. 

The  commoun  voce  wes  than  for  the  most  feet, 

This  Constantyne,  the  quhilk  tha  held  suspect,     37,7oo 

Quhome  of  befoir  schort  quhile  to  low  I  schew, 

Greit  malice  had  at  Kenethus  Ze  knew, 

For  his  sone  Malcum,  as  le  wnderstande, 

Declarit  wes  the  prince  of  Cumberland, 

To  bruke  the  croun  efter  to  that  effect,  37,705 

Quhome  to  himself  than  had  so  greit  respect, 

To  him  wes  said  into  the  tyme  [scho]  fled, 

Syne  efter  wart  onto  Ireland  wes  led, 
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Quliair  all  liir  dayis  tliair  scho  did  remane ; 

I  hard  nocht  tell  that  scho  come  hame  agane.      37,7io 

The  lordis  all  sj'iie  efter  with  greit  cuir, 

The  kingis  corps  to   lona  Yle  tha  buir, 

Off  the  same  vse  as  wont  wes  of  befoir,  Lib.u.f.iTob. 

Intnmula[t]  with  greit  honour  and  gloir,  ^°^-  '• 

Thau  of  his  ring  the  fyve  and  threttie  leir,  37,715 

And  of  oure  Lord  quha  lykis  for  to  heir, 

Ane  thousand  compleitlie  war  ago, 

Into  that  tyme  withoutin  ony  mo. 

How     CONSTANTYNE     WAS     CROWNIT     EFTER    KiNG 

Kenethus  be  certane  Lordis  that  war 
HIS  Freindis  aganis  Malcolme,  King 
Kenethis  Sone. 

This  Constantyne  of  quhome  befoir  I  schew, 

Als  suddantlie  than  as  he  hard  and  knew  37,720 

This  nobill  king  Kenethus  so  wes  deid, 

He  raid  about  fra  euerie  steid  to  steid 

To  his  freindis,  requyrand  tliame  sic  thing, 

Into  that  tyme  to  cheis  him  prince  and  king, 

Quhilk  had  the  rycht  as  tha  knew  weill  ilkone    37,725 

Be  the  auld  law  wes  maid  richt  lang  agone  ; 

Thoclit  tha  consentit  to  Kenethus  law 

Quhilk  in  the  tyme  wes  moir  for  dreid  and  aw, 

No  of  the  kinrik  for  the  commoun  weill. 

Thairfoir  he  said,  alss  far  as  he  had  feill,  37,730 

Sick  law  as  that  sould  nocht  obeyit  be, 

The  quhilk  wes  maid  be  sic  auctoritie. 

His  fi-eindis  than  quhilk  that  tyme  war  nocht  few, 

Be  sick  ressone  into  that  tyme  he  schew, 

So  neir  of  kin  also  tha  war  him  till,  37,735 

Consentit  all  and  gaif  him  thair  gud  will. 

Syne  into  Scone  with  thair  consent  ilkone, 

Tha  crownit  him  vpoun  the  marbell  stone  ; 
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The  tuelt  dcay  efter  gude  Kenetlius  deid, 

The  goldin  croun  wes  set  vpoim  his  heid.  37,740 


How    Malcolme    the   ^oung    Prince  come    to 

LOUTHEANE  WITH  ANE  GREIT  PoWER  TO 
RESIST  CONSTANTYNE,  AND  SYNE  SKAILLIT 
HIS   OlST  FOR   FeIR. 

Had  nocht  Kenethus  wes  his  bastard  bruther, 

That  louit  him  than  best  of  ony  vther, 

With  greit  power  at  StriuiHiig  brig  he  la, 

This  Constantyne  thair  warnit  of  the  way, 

Quhilk  at  that  brig  wald  nocht  lat  him  ouir         37,745 

gang, 
With  loung  Malcolme  it  wald  haif  bene  all  wrang. 
This  Kenethus,  quhilk  at  the  brig  did  byde, 
And  maid  him  tarie  so  lang  in  the  tyde, 
Quhill  all  his  victuall  waistit  wes  and  gone, 
That  force  it  wes  for  to  pas  hame  ilkone.  37,750 

This  Constantins,  thocht  he  wes  layth  thairtill, 
Skaillit  his  ost  that  tyme  agane  his  will. 
In  sic  diuisioun  lang  and  mony  da 
This  kinrik  wes  diuydit  into  tua ; 
This  Constantyne  had  all  into  the  north;  37,755 

And  toung  Malcolme  besouth  the  water  of  Forth 
Into  the  tyme  tha  tuke  his  part  ilkone  ; 
And  in  the  north  riclit  mony  wes  anone 
That  louit  him  rycht  afald  with  thair  hart, 
Thocht  tha  so  planelie  durst  nocht  tak  his  part.  37,760 
Lano;  thus  tha  war  in  sic  diuersitie. 
That  ^  da  be  da  with  grit  crudelitie, 
Ather  did  vther  cruellie  invaid, 
Quliair  rycht  greit  slauchter  and  lieirschip  wes  maid, 

'  In  MS.  Thay. 
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That  Scotland  haill  wes  to  confusioun  brocht ;      37,765 

The  commoun  weill  was  waistit  all  to  nocht  ;  Col.  2. 

The  puir  pepill  war  haillelie  distroyit ; 

Wedowis  and  wyffis  wranglt  war  and  noyit ; 

And  mony  virgin  that  wes  of  honest  fame, 

Deflorit  wes,  and  loissit  liir  gude  name.  37,770 

The  kirk  and  ku-kmen  wer  distroyit  haill ; 

The  best  of  thame  durst  skantlie  tell  his  taill 

To  the  leist  loun  that  wes  in  all  the  land, 

Bot  gif  he  held  his  heid  into  his  hand, 

And  call  him  schu-,  bekkand  with  bayth  his  37,775 

kneis. 
This  is  rycht  suith,  or  than  my  author  leis. 

How  touNG  Malcolme,  Prince  of  Cumbirland, 
COME  IN  Supple  of  Edward,  King  of  Ing- 
land,  and  how  he  and  the  Danis  agreit. 

This  samin  tyme  as  le  sail  wnderstand, 

This  gude  Edward,  that  king  wes  of  Ingland, 

Ilk  da  be  da,  the  langar  ay  the  moir. 

Than  with  the  Danis  vexit  wes  richt  soir,  37,780 

That  force  it  wes  than  schort  quhile  efter  syne, 

All  on  ane  da  other  to  wyn  or  tyne. 

This  toung  Malcolme,  of  quliome  I  spak  befoir, 

With  rycht  greit  power  that  same  da  come  thoir 

In  the  supple  of  gude  Edward  the  king,  37,785 

Quha  wes  richt  blyth  and  joyfull  of  that  thing. 

Quhairof  the  Danis  richt  greit  terrour  tuke, 

To  fecht  that  da,  as  sum  man  said,  forsuik ; 

And  wes  content  for  to  agre  and  cord, 

At  the  requeist  of  mony  gude  kirk  lord.  37,790 

And  so  thai  war  with  bayth  thair  haill  consent ; 

So  that  the  Danis  suld  hald  thame  content 

In  peax  and  rest  to  bruke  alhaill  the  landis, 

Possessit  war  that  tyme  into  thair  handis. 
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Moir  to  desyr  tlia  sould  noclit  ask  nor  crawe  ;      37,795 

Ane  sowme  of  gold  alss  in  the  tyme  to  liaif, 

And  neuir  on  ane  vther  to  invaid. 

Of  this  conditioun  peax  that  tyme  wes  maid. 

How    ^ouNG    Malcolmis    Bruther,   callit    Ke- 

NETHUS,     MET     CONSTANTYNE    AT     CrAWjMOUND, 
QUHAIR    THE    TANE    SLEW    TPIE    TOTHER    HAND 

FOR  Hand. 

This  samin  tyme  now  that  le  lieir  me  sa, 
That  Malcohne  wes  out  of  the  land  awa  37,800 

Into  Ingland  with  power  les  and  moir. 
This  Constantyne,  of  qiihome  I  spak  befoir, 
Trowand  his  tyme  was  than  maist  oportune, 
Quhairfoir  that  tyme  with  greit  power  ryclit  sone, 
Tuentie  thousand  he  brocht  out  of  the  north,        37,805 
Quhome  with  he  passit  ouir  the  water  of  Forth, 
For  to  subdew  tha  landis  all  him  till. 
Kenethus  than  with  egir  mynd  and  will, 
Malcolmus  bruther  befoir  as  I  tald, 
With  mony  berne  that  wes  bayth  big  and  bald,   3i,8io 
Than  at  the  mouth  he  met  him  of  Amond, 
Quhair  standis  now  the  gude  toun  of  Crawmond. 
Tliir  bernis  bald  ilkone  on  vther  bet, 
Quhill  all  thair  waponis  in  tliair  blude  wes  wet ; 
And  dourlie  than  ilkane  on  vther  drawe,  37,815 

Quhill  all  thair  helmis  into  pecis  rawe. 
Of  wynd  that  tyme  thair  blew  ane  suddane  blast 
Out  of  the  eist,  quhilk  draue  the  sand  rycht  fast 
Into  the  ene  of  Constantins  men, 
Lilxii.f.iri.    And  blindit  thame  that  tha  m^'cht  scantlie  ken    37,820 
Quha  wes  thair  freind  or  quha  than  wes  thair  fa, 
That  force  it  was  thame  bakwart  for  till  ga, 
Out  of  the  feild  than  fled  with  all  thair  force. 
That  Constantyne  come  fordwart  on  ane  horss, 


Col.  1. 
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And  with  Kenetluis  in  the  feild  he  met ;  37,825 

So  seharplie  than  ilkane  [on]  other  set, 

And  ran  at  vther  with  so  rude  ane  reird, 

Baith  horss  and  men  war  drevin  to  the  erd. 

Syne  start  on  fut  and  pullit  out  tua  brandis, 

And  manfullie  debaittit  with  thair  handis,  37,830 

Ay  prevand  other  pertlie  on  that  pkxne, 

And  Kon;eit  nocht  quliill  that  tlia  war  baith  shine. 

In  the  thrid  teir  of  Constanti[nJus  ring 

Thus  endit  he  wes  hot  intrusit  kins:. 


Off  Gryme  and  his  crownyng  of  Malcolme, 
and  his  persewing  efter  constantine  was 
deid  ;  betuix  thir  tua  fell  deidlie 
Feid. 

Tlian  Gremus  syne,  of  quhome  befoir  I  schew,      37,835 
Quhen  he  hard  tell  the  veritie  and  knew 
Tliat  Constantyne  liis  consent  wes  so  deid, 
Kenethus  als  shxne  in  tlie  samin  steid, 
Malcolme  the  prince  rycht  so  wes  in  Ingland, 
Traistand  to  haif  na  stop  nor  ganestand ;  37,840 

To  all  the  lordis  that  tyme  les  and  moir. 
This  Constantyne  that  fauorit  of  befoir, 
Rewardit  thame  richt  freindlie  with  his  hart, 
And  treittit  thame  quhill  that  tha  tuke  his  part. 
As  I  haif  said  quhen  that  all  thing  wes  done,      37,845 
That  samin  tyme  tha  passit  all  to  Scone, 
And  set  him  doun  vpone  the  marbell  stone. 
And  crownit  him  with  thair  consent  ilkone. 
This  Malcum  Keneth  quhen  he  hard  and  knew 
How  all  that  thing  wes  hapnit  of  the  new,  37,850 

And  how  Grymus  also  wes  crownit  king, 
Rycht  far  he  wes  commouit  at  that  thing, 
And  thocht  he  wald  him  seharplie  thame  persew. 
His  freindis  than,  quhilk  wnderstude  and  knew 
VOL.  IL  o  0 
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That  all  his  werke  wald  be  of  litill  vaill,  37; 855 

And  of  his  purpois  he  wald  nocht  prevaill, 
Tha  saw  this  Gryme  into  sic  fauour  stand 
With  mony  lord  that  wes  into  that  land, 
With  [giftis]  fra  him  that  turnit  [lies]  thair  mynd, 
And  chereis  thame  to  him  for  to  be  kynd,  37,860 

Quhairthrow  he  mycht  haif  thair  help  and  supple, 
Or  than,  tha  said,  sic  thing  wald  neiier  be. 
Throw  thair  counsall,  quhilk  wes  rycht  trew  he  kend, 
Rycht  secreitlie  ouir  all  Scotland  he  send 
Treittand  the  lordis  for  to  tak  his  part,  37,865 

Promittand  thame  rycht  kyndlie  with  his  hart 
With  all  power  to  quyt  thame  weill  thair  meid, 
Sua  that  tha  wald  supple  him  in  his  neid. 
Rycht  mony  wes  thairof  that  tyme  content, 
Baith  da  and  nyclit  syne  wes  rycht  diligent,         37,870 
For  to  perswaid  rycht  glaidlie  with  thair  hart 
The  laue  siclike  for  to  tak  Malcolm  is  part. 
Rycht  mony  than  so  wickit  was  of  will. 
The  seruandis  all  that  Malcum  send  thame  till, 
Tha  tuke  and  send  to  Grymus  in  the  tyde,  37,875 

Quhilk  he  in  persone  gart  remane  and  byde. 
This  Malcolme  syne,  quhen  he  knew  it  wes  so, 
With  mony  grorae  he  graithit  him  till  go 
At  all  power  with  possibilitie. 

Of  that  injure  for  to  revengit  be.  37,880 

Rycht  mony  wicht  man  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 
The  fyftene  da  he  furneist  to  the  feild ; 
On  fit  and  hors  furth  with  thame  he  fair 
Col.  2.       To  Loutheane  ouir  mony  mos  and  muir. 

Ane    spy  thair   come    and   scliew    to   him    that   37,885 

tyme, 
How  that  this  king,  the  quhilk  wes  callit  Gryme, 
With  all  the  nobillis  that  war  in  the  nortli, 
Evin  fra  the  Ylis  to  the  watter  of  Forth, 
Wes  cumand  than,  as  he  rycht  wnderstude. 
With  so  greit  power  and  sic  multitude,  37,890 
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That  all  his  power  into  thair  respect, 

Na  vaill  [wes]  and  bot  of  litill  feet. 

Quhen  this  wes  schawin  in  the  ost  that  tyme, 

With  so  gTeit  power  cumand  wes  this  Gryme, 

Rycht  grit  rumour  ouir  all  the  oist  thair  rais,      37,895 

With  [sic  ane]  terrour  that  tyme  of  thair  fais, 

And  speciallie  than  of  the  merchand  men, 

The  quhilk  that  tyme,  that  wes  full  eitli  to  ken, 

That  wes  nocht  wont  to  vsit  be  in  weir, 

And  in  the  tyme  but  waponis  war  and  geir,         37,900 

This  ^oung  Malcolme  perswadit  lies  ^  in  plane, 

To  skaill  his  oist  and  for  to  turne  agane. 

For  caus  that  he  wald  nocht  consent  thairtill. 

So  schameles  wes  thocht  nother  lak  no  ill 

To   greit   als   fast   and    wringand    baytli   thair     37,905 

handis, 
As  ony  barnis  that  war  dung  with  wandis. 
Rycht  mony  than  wes  of  the  men  of  gude 
Was  present  thair,  knew  weill  and  wnderstude 
Tnto  battell  with  sic  men  to  proceid, 
Of  thair  purpois  to  cum  bot  litill  speid.  37,910 

And  for  that  caus  tha  haif  decreittit  than, 
The  commonis  all  for  to  pas  hame  ilk  man  ; 
Quhairof  that  tyme  tha  war  content  and  fane. 
The  men  of  gude  with  Malcum  suld  remane, 
And  husband  men  to  Stirling  than  ilkone  37,915 

Suld  pas  and  keip  that  stalwart  brig  of  stone, 
The  fui'dis  als,  with  ferrie  and  all  the  laif. 
That  Grymus  ost  na  passage  ouir  myclit  haif. 
Ane  halie  man,  Fothadus  hecht  to  name, 
Ane  faithfull  father  and  of  greit  fame,  37,920 

Of  Sanct  Androis  wes  bischop  in  the  tyme, 
This  halie  man  that  passit  to  this  Gryme 
Into  processioun  with  his  clergie  all, 
Himself  also  in  his  pontificall, 
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And  schew  to  him  as  lay  in  his  intent,  37,925 

Be  naturall  ressone  and  be  argument, 

Perswaidand  him  that  tyme  with  euerie  lord, 

For  to  mak  freindschip,  peax  and  gude  concord. 

With  Malcum  Keneth  prince  of  Cumberland  ; 

And  in  sic  stryfe  no  langar  for  to  stand,  37.930 

For  greit  danger  that  efter  mycht  befall 

To  him,  he  said,  and  to  his  liegis  all. 

To  quliome  this  Gryme  sic  ansuer  lies  maid  than, 

Declarand  him,  quhill  he  war  levand  man, 

''  Thoucht  all,"  he  said,  "  sould  gang  to  confu-     37,935 

sioun, 
"  This  richt  this  tyme  that  I  half  to  the  croun, 
"  For  ill  or  gude,  for  weill  or  lit  for  wo, 
"  Into  my  tyme  I  think  neuir  till  forgo. 
"  Thocht  Malcum  Keneth  be  so  diligent, 
"  I  think  rycht  weill  that  he  ma  be  content         37,91-0 
"  Of  Cumbirland,  as  weill  myself  I  knaw 
''  Suld  be  his  awin  now  of  the  commoun  law. 
"  Hald  him  content  thairof  gif  that  he  will, 
"  And  will  he  noclit,  heir  I  promit  him  till, 
"  He  salbe  suir  of  my  malice  and  feid,  37,945 

"  Doutles  but  dreid  quhill  ony  of  ws  be  deid." 
This  Fothadus  quhen  he  hard  him  sa  so. 
To  Malcum  Keneth  dressit  him  till  go, 
Lib.ii,  f.irib,  Requyrand  Grymus  thairfoir  to  remane 

^^-  ^'        Quhill  that  he  come  with  his  ansuer  agane.  37,950 

To  Malcum  syne  he  passit  hes  fra  Gryme, 
And  mony  ressoun  schew  him  in  the  tyme, 
Quhat  danger  was  into  sic  dalie  weir, 
Greit  harme  and  skaith  and  of  thair  lyfe  ane  feir, 
Thiffc  and  slauchter  and  all  sic  mischeif,  37,955 

And  fostering  of  mony  cominoun  theif ; 
Beseikand  him  of  gude  concord  and  peice, 
To  caus  sic  weir  and  wrangis  for  to  ceis. 
This  prince  Malcome  sic  ansuer  maid  him  till, 
Sayand,  he  wald  richt  hartlie  with  gude  will        37,9G0 
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To  skaill  liis  ost,  and  Giyme  wald  gif  consent, 

Of  mediatouris  quhome  of  tha  war  content, 

Qulnlk  soiild  be  sworne  to  tak  sic  thing  on  hand, 

At  thair  dehuerance  syne  to  byde  and  stand, 

Vnreuocabill,  withoutin  fraude  or  gyle,  37,9G5 

At  thair  plesour  sic  peax  for  to  compyle. 

With  tliis  ausuer  he  passit  syne  agane. 

And,  as  he  said,  he  scliew  him  all  in  plane, 

Rycht  Weill  content  [thairof]  than  wes  this  Grynie, 

So  wes  the  lane  was  with  him  in  the  tyme,         97,07O 

Syne  skaillit  hes,  and  passit  hame  ilkane, 

Oft  thankand  him  that  sic  travell  hes  tane. 

This  Fothadus,  that  litill  rest  than  tuke, 

Greit  travell  maid  and  mony  nicht  he  woik, 

And  in  the  tyme  wes  noclit  leithand  nor  lidder,  37,975 

Quhill  that  he  brocht  the  lordis  all  togidder 

That  chosin  wes  to  tak  sic  thing  on  hand, 

And  gart  thame  sweir  at  thair  decreit  to  stand, 

Without  fraude  how  euir  tha  wald  haif  done. 

In  this  conventioun  quhilk  wes  maid  richt  sone,  37,980 

Deliuerit  wes  syne  ryplie  in  that  thing 

That  this  Gremus  for  his  tyme  sould  be  king, 

Beeaus  he  wes  possessit  with  the  croun  ; 

Thinkand  it  wes  gTeit  vilipensioun, 

To  put  him  doun  fra  his  auctoritie.  37,985 

Syne  efter  that,  dreidand  that  he  sould  be 

At  sic  derisioun  haldin  and  sic  scorne, 

That  he  had  better  for  to  haif  bene  vnborne, 

Or  efterwart  for  to  be  levand  on  lyve, 

And  for  that  cans  tha  wald  him  nocht  depryve.  37,990 

Syne  efter  him  Malcolme  and  his  offspring, 

To  bruke  the  croun  of  Scotland  and  be  king, 

In  heretage  for  than  and  euirmoir. 

And  keip  the  law  Kenethus  maid  befoir. 

And  prince  Malcolme,  but  stop  or  ^it  ganestand,  37,995 

Fra  Forth  all  south  wnto  Northumberland, 
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Fra  Cumbria  siclyke  evin  wnto  Clyde, 

Fra  the  west  se  on  to  the  eist  se  syde, 

For  all  his  tyme  in  his  gyding  sonld  haue 

In  peax  and  rest ;  and  Gryme  suld  haif  the         38,ooo 

lawe 
Of  all  the  landis  tliat  la  in  the  north, 
Ylis,  and  all  evin  to  the  watter  of  Forth. 
Quhairof  wes  content  baith  Malcolme  and  Gryme, 
And  gude  peax  maid  betuix  thame  in  the  tyme. 

How  Geymus  hang  ane  quhile  i2s^  Peax  and 
Rest,  and  syne  fell  in  Vice  and  vicius 
Leving. 

Syne  efter  this  that  le  haif  hard  me  sa,  38,005 

This  ilk  Grymus  richt  lang  and  mony  da 
In  peax  and  rest  and  greit  tranquillitie, 
He  rang  ane  quhile  without  adversitie. 
Syne  efterwart  into  sic  vices  fell, 

That  I  for  schame  this  tyme  dar  skantlie  tell ;     38,oio 
Off  auerice  and  lichorie  also, 
And  gluttony  with  mony  vther  mo  ; 
Richt  full  of  slewth,  and  as  ane  sow  als  sweir, 
Quhilk  wald  offend  lour  eiris  for  to  heir. 
Col,  2.       Thairfoir  as  now  sic  thing  I  will  lat  pas,  38,oi5 

And  tell  tow  furtli  the  mater  how  it  wes. 
Quhairof  the  lordis  was  richt  ill  content, 
Settand  ane  counsall  with  thair  haill  consent ; 
Syne  chosin  lies  the  wysast  in  the  tyme, 
With  thair  counsall  and  send  [on]  to  this  Gryme ;  38,020 
Quhilk  said  to  liim  with  greit  humanitie, 
Beseikand  him  of  his  auctoritie 
Justice  to  keip,  and  execute  the  law, 
And  gar  his  liegis  haif  moir  dreid  and  aw ; 
The  quhilk  had  wrocht  so  greit  wrang  and  injure,  38,025 
In  fait  of  justice  bayth  to  riche  and  puir  ; 
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So  mekill  wrang  ilk  da  be  da  wes  wrocht, 

All  was,  tha  said,  becaus  he  puneist  nochfe. 

This  ilk  Gremus,  quhat  euir  wes  in  his  thocht, 

At  thair  wordis  he  movit  him  richt  nocht;  38,030 

Bofc  said  agane  that  he  sould  do  gude  will, 

In  all  he  micht  thair  plesour  to  fulfill. 

Oft  said  he  so  with  wordis  richt  benyng, 

Bot  in  his  thocht  he  had  ane  vther  thing, 

Thinkand  thairof  he  sould  revengit  be  38,035 

Of  thair  wordis  so  helie  wes  and  he. 

With  fair  wordis  syne  hes  he  maid  thame  fane, 

Requeistand  thame  all  nycht  for  to  remane, 

Quhill  on  the  morne  to  byde  with  him,  and  dyne, 

Quhair  tha   suld  di-ink  the  michtie  nobill  wyne,   38;OJ..o 

With  Marche  aill  and  also  doubill   beir. 

And  for  thair  saik  he  suld  mak  better  cheir. 

Ane  vther   dennar   wes  into  his  thoucht ; 

To  thame  that  banquet  had  bene  ouir  deir  coft. 

So  had  bene  said  lang  or  the  morne  at  none,      38,045 

War  nocht  tha  war  thairof  warnit  rycht  sone 

Be  thair  freindis,   quhilk  gart  thame  fie  that  nycht 

Rycht  lang   or  da  out  of  the  kingis   sycht, 

Onto  Bartha  quhair  the  laue  did  remane, 

Bydand  his  ansuer  quhill  tha  come  agane.  38,050 

Syne  quhen  tha  come  and  schew  to  thame  sic  thing, 

Tha  war  commouit  rj'cht  far   at  the  king, 

And  maid  ane  band  agane  him  to  rebell. 

This  ilk  Gremus,  thairof  quhen  he  hard  tell, 

Bayth  said  and  swoir  he  suld  revengit  be  38,055 

Of  thame  ilkone,  or'   doutles  he  sould  de. 

With  greit  power  syne  efter  on  ane  day. 

To  Lowtheane  he  tuke  the   narrest  way  ; 

Into  his  passage  mony  tour   and  toun 

Law  to  the  grund  gart  cast  thame  ilkane  doun ;  38,060 
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And  all  the  touiiis   in  his  gait  that  wes, 

With  corne   and  hay,  he  brint  thame  all  in  ass, 

And  mony  saikles  in  the  tyme  he  slew  ; 

Fre  fra  his  hand  thair  chaipit  than  rycht  few, 

Preist  or  clerk,  nor  lit  religious  men,  38,065 

Gat  no  nioir  girth   no  vther  guiss  or  hen. 

The  prince  Malcoine  that  samin  tynie,  we  reid. 

In   Ingland  wes  than  with   the   king  Eldreid, 

Edwardis  brutlier  wes  marterit  of  the  new 

Be  his  noverk,   as  I  befoir  2ow  schew,  38,070 

For  that  same   cans  weill  knawin   wes   that  thing, 

Eldred  hir  sone  sould  efter  him  be  king. 

And    so  it  wes  be  hir  tressoun  and  meanis, 

This  ilk  Eldred  that  same  tyme  with  the  Deanis 

Opressit  wes,  throw  thair  greit  violence,  38,075 

And  foj-  that  cans  gude  Malcum  the   toung  prince 

Of  Cumberland,  in  his   help  and  supple, 

Wes  thair  that  tyme  my  author  tellis  me. 


How  ANE   Messinger   sciiew  to  ^oung  Malcum 
HOW  Gryme   maid   grit   Trubill   and    Dis- 

TRUCTIOUN       IN     HIS      LaNDIS,     AND      OF      HIS 

Lib  11  f.  172.  CUMING   IN    LOUTHEANE,  AND   TUKE  THE  FeILD 

Col.  1.  ' 

aganis  Gryme. 

Till  him  thair  come  ane  messinger  that  tyme, 

And  schew  to  him  how  that  his  cousing  Gryme  38,080 

Ilk  da  be  da  withoutin  rest  he  raid, 

And  sick  distructioun  in  his  landis  maid. 

Was  none  that  tyme  that  mycht  sustene  liis  feid  ; 

Without  richt  sone  he  come  to  mak.  remeid, 

For  ony  way  that  efter  can  be  wrocht,  38,085 

Scotland  for  ay  distroyit  war  to  noclit. 

This  gude  Malcum  the  prince  of  Cumberland, 

Into  the  tyme  without  stop  or  ganestand, 
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He  maid  na  tarie  in  the  gait  as  than, 

Quhill  that  he  come  rycht  sone  in  Loutheane.       38,09o 

Of  his  ciiming  tha  war  lycht  blyth  and  ghiid, 

Baith  puir  and  riche  all  in  the  tyme  and  said, 

"  Welcum  be  low,  our  scheild  and  oure  defence, 

"  Oure  governour,  our  rychtteous  king  and  prince  ! 

"  Quhair  lies  tow  bene  fra  ws  awa  sa  lang  ?        38,095 

*'  Welcum  be  low  sould  weir  ws  fra  all  wrang  '." 

The  prince  Malcum  weill  vnderstude  and  knew 

Tha  lordis  all  to  him  war  leill  and  trew, 

As  he  mycht  knaw  rycht  weill  be  experiment, 

And  at  this  Grymus  als  at  sic  haitrent,  38,ioo 

Traistand  thairfoir  tha  sould  him  nocht  begyle  ; 

Quhairfoir  efter  within  ane  lycill  quhile, 

AVith  mony  nobill  that  war  traist  and  trew, 

He  tuke  the  feild  this  Grymus  to  persew. 

This  ilk  Grymus  quhairof  quhen  he  hard  tell        38, 105 

How  his  lordis  agane  him  did  rebell, 

And  in  the  tyme  had  tane  Malcolmis  part, 

Wod  as  ane  lyoun  and  furious  in  hart. 

With  euerie  wicht  that  mycht  ane  wapin  weild. 

That  he  mycht  furneis,  passit  to  the  feild,  38, 110 

Off  the  Feild  betuix  Prince  Malcolme  and 
Grymus,  and  how  Prince  Malcolme  wan 
THE  Feild,  and  Grymus  tane  and  thair- 
efter  sone  deceissit  and  bureit  with  the 
laif  in  Iona  Yle,  and  how  Malcolme 
come  to  Scone  to  be  crownit. 

Withoutin  tarie  other  da  or  nycht, 

Quhill  ather  of  vther  cuming  ar  in  sycht. 

That  samin  da  in  battell  tha  contendit 

That  Christ  Jesu  onto  the  hevin  ascendit : 

This  ilk  Malcolme  than  thocht  he  wald  retrak      38,ii3 

Quhill  on  the  morne,  and  hald  the  feild  abak, 
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And  keip  that   da  solempnit  in  all  thing. 

So  wald  nocht  Giyme  that  tyme  that  wes  the  king. 

Than  forrow  none,  richt  airlie  of  the  da, 

He  gaif  thame  feild  in  thair  camp  quhair  tha       38,120 

la, 
With  all  his  power  baith  on  fitt  and  hors. 
This  prince  Malcolme  with  litell  sturt  or  force, 
Or  lit  grit  skaith,  that  da  the  feild  he  wan, 
Quhair  this  Gremus  than  loissit  mony  man. 
Into  the  feild  him  self  fechtand  wes  tane,  38,125 

Of  bayth  his  ene  the  sycht  he  lies  forgane, 
Throw  ane  greit  hurt  he  gat  into  the  held, 
The  thrid  day  efter  quhilk  that  wes  his  deid. 
Than  of  his  ring  the  nynt  teir  wes  also. 
To  lona  Yle  tha  maid  his  bodie  go  ;  38,130 

In  sepulture  laid  in  besyde  the  laue, 
With  sic  honour  as  he  seruit  to  haue. 
The  fiftene  da  efter  tliis  wes  done, 
The  lordis  all  convenit  into  Scone, 
And  speciallie  the  cans  wes  of  that  thing,  38,135 

To  croun  this  Malcolme  for  to  be  thair  king. 
And  or  he  wald  the  croun  that  tyme  ressaue, 
With  haill  consent  of  lordis  and  the  laue, 
Bayth  ill  and  gude  wer  obleist  all  and  sworne 
Col.  2.       To  keip  the  law  his  father  maid  beforne,  38,i<lo 

Into  the  crownyng  alway  of  thair  king. 
The  narrest  air,  thocht  he  be  neuer  so  ^ing, 
Man  or  woman  quhateuir  he  be, 
Suld  ay  succeid  to  thair  auctoritie. 

How  Malcolme,  King  Kenethus  Sone,  wes 
CROWNiT  King  in  Scone,  and  of  his  wor- 
THiE  Deidis. 

Quhen  this  was  done  befoir  thame  all  ilkone,        38,145 
Tha  set  him  doun  vpoun  the  marbell  stone 
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In  rob  royall  wes  all  of  scarlat  reid ; 

Ane  croun  of  gold  syne  set  vpoun  his  held  ; 

Ane  scliynand  sword  syne  put  into  bis  liand, 

In  the  tother  the  goldin  sceptour  wand ;  38,150 

Prayand  to  God,  makar  of  hevin  and  erd, 

Send  him  gude  fortoun,  chance,  and  happie  werd. 

This  gude  Malcolme  quhen  he  wes  crownit  king, 

Richt  diligent  he  was  into  aU  thing. 

And  speciallie  sa  far  as  he  had  feill  38,155 

The  quhilk  pertenit  to  the  commoun  weill. 

And  maist  of  all  to  put  away  discord, 

Quhilk  was  that  tyme  betuix  lord  and  lord, 

For  sindrie  causis  than  baitli  les  and  moir. 

And  greit  slauchter  amang  thaine  wes  befoir         38,1 60 

Maid  in  the  feild  quhen  this  Grymus  wes  slane. 

This  gude  Malcolme  reformit  all  agane, 

And  als  gude  freindschip,   as  my  author  sais, 

As  euir  thair  wes  in  ony  mannis  dais, 

Ouir  all  Scotland  within  schort  quhile  maid  he,    38,165 

Bayth  peax  and  rest  and  greit  tranquillitie. 

So  equallie  he  execute  the  law, 

That  euerie  man  him  louit  and  stude  aw 

Him  to  displeis  in  ony  kynd  of  thing, 

So  laulie  wes,  so  courtas  and  benjnag ;  38,170 

So  leill  and  trew,  so  stedfast  and  so  stabill ; 

To  all  his  pepill  als  so  profittabill ; 

That  he  wes  louit  that  tyme  in  all  part, 

Als  tenderlie  with  ilk  man  as  his  hart. 

Heir  will  I  leif  my  self  and  hald  me  still  38,175 

Of  gude  Malcolme,  and  tell  2ow  now  I  will 

Of  the  Danis,  sen  it  is  in  memorie. 

And  of  Ingland  coraixit  to  my  storie. 

That  I  can  nocht  the  veritie  tow  schaw, 

Without  of  tharae  the  haill  proces  le  knaw.         38,180 

How  that  it  wes,  and  le  wald  knaw  rycht  cleir, 

Tak  tent  to  me  and  I  sail  schaw  tow  heir. 
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Off   ane  wickit  King   of   Denmark,  and    how 

HE  WAS   EXCLUDIT    FllA   HIS    CrOUN,  AND   COME 

IN    Scotland   and   gat   Supple,   and   syne 

COME    TO   HIS     AWIN    AUCTORITIE,    AND   THAIIl- 
EFTER   CONTENDIT   AGANIS    InGLAND. 

Ane  king  in  Denmark  wes  into  tlia  dais, 
Was  callit  Swein,  as  my  author  sais. 
Ane  man  he  wes  full  of  iniquitie,  38,185 

And  distroyar  wes  of  religiositie, 
And  counfoundar  wes  of  the  fayth  of  Christ, 
And  baneist  all  amang  thame  wes  baptist 
Out  of  his  realme  without  ony  remissioun  ; 
And  for  that  caus  to  superstitioun  38,190 

Richt  mony  turnit  that  tyme  for  his  schoir, 
And  left  the  faith  that  tha  had  tane  befoir. 
For  sic  faltis  sone  efterwart  he  fell 
In  sic  trubill  war  cairsum  for  to  tell, 
Quhairof  as  now  I  will  sa  no  nioir  lieir,^  38,195 

Bot  ane  in  mynd  sen  that   I  half  perqueir. 
Lib. ii,f.  172b.  Thryis  with  his  fa  in  mort  battell  wes  tane, 
■   ■       With  ransoun  ay  redemit  was  agane  ; 
Syne  finallie  brocht  to  confusioun, 
Quhill  that  he  was  excluidit  fra  his  croun.  38,200 

With  Olawes  contemnit  als  wes  he, 
With  Norrowa  seikand  at  him  supple, 
And  with  Edward  of  Ingland  king  also  ; 
In  Scotland  syne  he  dressit  him  till  go, 
Into  the  faith  quhair  that  he  wes  instructit,         38,205 
Syne  efterwart  sa  weill  with  him  it  lukkit, 
Throw  help  of  Scottis  that  he  than  implorit. 
Onto  his  croun  he  wes  ao-ane  restorit 
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In  sic  honour  as  he  wes  "vvont  to  be, 

With  peax  and  rest  in  his  auctoritie.  38,2io 

Quhilk  rais  efter  so  liie  vpoun  tlie  quheill, 

Quhen  that  he  wes  at  all  his  grittest  weill, 

Decreittit  hes  ane  menclis  for  to  tak 

Of  Inghind  quhilk  wald  no  supple  him  mak ; 

And  of  Eldred  quhilk  wes  thair  king  also,  38,215 

For  greit  injure  bot  laitlie  than  ago. 

With  so  greit  tressoun  and  with  subtill  meanis, 

Tliat  he  had  done  in  Inofland  to  the  Deanis. 


How   ANE    GREIT   MULTITUDE   OF   DANIS    COME     IN 

Albione  and  landit  in  Ingland,  and  was 
YicTOURE  OF  King  Eldred. 

Off  Denmark,  Suadrik,  and  of  Norroway, 

And  of  Goteland,  as  my  author  did  say,  38,220 

Ane  mer veins  exceidand  multitude 

He  gart  convene  ;  syne  schortlie  to  conclude. 

With  hors,  harnes,  and  all  vther  geir. 

And  all  waponis  that  neidfull  war  in  weir, 

He  tuke  the  se,  syne  efterwart  is  gone  38,225 

With  all  his  power  into  Albione  ; 

In  Ingland  syne  arryuit  at  ane  sand, 

With  all  his  power  thair  passit  to  the  land. 

Quhairof  his  purpois  he  come  richt  gude  speid. 

And  victour  wes  of  this  king  than  Eldreid,  38,230 

Quhilk  flemit  him  into  Northumberland. 

Quiien  he  come  thair  ane  greit  power  he  fand 

Of  mony  Scot,  that  worthie  war  and  wicht, 

For  battell  buskit  all  in  armour  bricht, 

To  him  thair  cumand  for  to  mak  supple,  38,235 

Quhomeof  he  wox  so  haltand  and  so  hie. 

And  of  thair  cuming  wes  so  glaid  and  fane. 

With  greit  curage  returnit  hes  agane. 
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.  How  King  Eldreid  struke  Battell  agane  with 

THE   DANIS   AXD   TYNT    THE   FeILD,    SYNE   FLED 

IN  Northumberland. 

In  Owsoun  water,  neirby  Eborak, 

This  ilk  Eldred  his  ludging  thair  did  tak,  38,240 

And  plantit  hes  his  pal^eonis  on  ane  plane  ; 

To  Sueno  syne  gaif  battell  thair  agane, 

And  tynt  the  feild  siclike  as  of  befoir. 

Syne  in  ane  schip  wes  reddie  at  the  schoir, 

In  Owsone  water  neir  the  land  did  ly,  38,245 

Passit  richt  sone  sjme  into  Normandy. 

The  nobill  duke  quhilk  did  him  weill  ressaue. 

With  all  honour  that  sic  ane  prince  sould  haif, 

The  duke,  the  quhilk  Richardus  hecht  to  name, 

Treittit  him  weill  thocht  he  wes  far  fra  hame,      38,250 

Quhair  he  reraanit  lang  and  mony  teir, 

Quhome  of  as  now  I  will  sa  no  moir  heir, 

Quhill  efterwart,  bot  lat  him  evin  alane. 

Now  to  this  Sueno  turne  I  will  agane. 

How  the  DANIS   SUBDEWIT  InGLAND,  and  of  THAIR 

greit  Obedience  and   Courtasie  gevin  to 

THAME. 

Col.  2.       This  ilk  Sueno,  quhen  he  perfitlie  knew  38,255 

Eldred  was  fled,  and  in  Ingland  wes  few 
Agane  his  power  durst  mak  ony  pley, 
Traistand  that  blude  sould  neuir  weill  obey, 
Als  lang  on  lyfe  levand  as  thair  wes  one 
Of  Inglis  blude  left  into  Albione  ;  38,260 

Thau'foir  he  hes  decreittit  for  conclusioun. 
The  Inglis  blude  to  put  all  to  confusioun, 
Be  slicht  or  richt,  or  lit  be  way  of  deid  ; 
He  rakkit   nocht  quhat  way  he  mycht  proceid, 
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The  Inglis  lordis  that  his  counsall  knew,  38,265 

Levant!  on  lyve  the  quhilk  war  verra  few, 

Befoir  him  all,  or  than  my  author  leis, 

Richt  hurnlie  than  tha  sat  doun  on  thair  kneis 

Law  at  liis  [feitj  for  pitie  in  that  place, 

With  mony  teir  greittand  on  him  for  grace.  38,270 

Beseikand  him  than  of  his  excellence, 

As  he  that  wes  thair  protectour  and  prince, 

And  liad  of  thamc  the  haill  anctoritie, 

To  vse  mercie  and  noch[t]  crudelitie  ; 

And  gif  thame  leif  to  leve  into  Ingland,  38;273 

Ay  in  all  cace  to  be  at  his  command, 

But  heretage,  but  castell,  toun  or  tour, 

But  libertie,  but  riches  or  honour. 

And  saue  thame  selfts,  thair  })arnis  and  thair 

wyvis, 
In  seruitude  ay  for  to  leid  thair  lyvis.  38,280 

At  thair  requeist,  thocht  he  wes  proude  and 

hie, 
He  slaikit  lies  of  his  crudelitie. 
And  grantit  thame  but  libertie  thair  lyvis, 
In  seruitude  with  barnis  and  with  wyvis; 
And  gif  fra  thame  all  armour  and  sic  geir,  38,285 

And  all  waponis  that  ordand  war  for  weir, 
All  gold  and  siluer  that  tha  had  in  pois. 
Than  force  it  wes,  tha  had  no  vther  chois, 
Without  office  in  Ingland  or  honour. 
But  land  or  lordschip,  castell,  toun  or  tour,  38,290 

With  thair  awin  handis  for  to  wyn  thair  meit, 
In  dailie  laubour  with  greit  travell  and  sweit. 
In  ilkane  hous  he  gart  thame  hald  ane  Dene, 
To  heir  and  se  gif  that  tha  wald  complene, 
Or  gif  tha  maid  agane  him  to  rebeU  ;  38,295 

Giff  it  war  so  that  he  micht  ken  and  tell. 
That  tha  suld  haif  nother  place  nor  tyme, 
Wnwist  of  him  for  to  commit  sic  cryme. 
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So  ilkman  liad  «ine  Dene  into  his  hous, 
That  none  durst  be  so  hardie  and  so  crous  38,300 

To  speik  of  him  all  tyme,  I  wnderstand, 
Without  he  had  his  heid  into  his  hand, 
Bekkand  to  him  and  calland  him  schir  lord  ; 
Did  he  noclit  sua  he  wald  rycht  sone  discord. 
Thairfoir  ilkane  eallit  him  the  lord  and  Dayne,     38;30o 
With  sic  ane  vse  that  tha  culd  nocht  refrayne, 
That  tit  sensyne  quhair  tha  se  ane  Dane  man, 
For  greit  dispyte  tha  call  him  ane  Lurdan, 
The  quhilk  suld  be  mair  proper  ane  lord  Dene. 
Thus  war  tha  maid  with  so  grit  caus  to  plene,    38,3io 
But  king  or  prince,  or  lord  of  tliair  awin  blude, 
Subdewit  war  in  sic  vile  seruitude. 
The  Tnglis  men,  sum  tyme  of  greit  renoun. 
Than  loissit  lies  thair  kinrik  and  thair  croun, 
Thair  land,  thair  law,  and  als  tliair  libertie  ;         38,315 
Of  quliome  Sweno  had  haill  auctoritie, 
And  eallit  wes  of  Ingland  king  also, 
Ouir  all  Ewrop  quhair  that  the  word  do  go. 
That  samin  tyme,  as  le  sail  wnderstand, 
He  send  to  Malcolme  king  wes  of  Scotland,  38,320 

LibJi,f.i73.  With  him  that  tyme  desyrand  to  confidder, 
Baith  in  ane  band  than  to  be  bund  togidder, 
Ather  to  vtlier  with  gude  will  and  hart, 
Agane  all  vther  for  to  tak  thair  part. 
Quhairtill  Malcolme  and  siclike  all  his  lordis,         38,325 
Wald  nocht  consent,  as  my  author  recordis, 
And  gaif  to  him  ane  ansuer  negatiue  ; 
With  that  ansuer  he  passit  hame  belyue. 
Quhen  Sueno  hard  sic  ansuer  as  he  gat, 
Eicht  far  that  tyme  displesit  wes  thairat  ;  38,330 

To  Olawes  syne  send  in  Norrowa, 
And  in  Denmark  to  Enetus  alsua, 
Commandand  thame  richt  suddanelie,  but  baid, 
At  thair  power  the  Scottis  to  invaid. 
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And  so  tha  did  with  caruell/  bark  and  barge,      38;335 

Of  mony  schip  ane  greit  naving  full  large, 

Fra  Denmark  brocht,  and  out  of  Norrowa, 

In  Speyis  mouth  syne  landit  on  ane  da 

With  all  thair  power  into  Murraland, 

Quhair  that  tha  gat  na  stop  nor  ^it  ganestand.     38,340 

The  cuntremen,  quhilk  for  thair  danger  dred, 

Richt  far  awa  into  the  tyme  tha  fled, 

With  wyffe  and  barnis,  and  with  thair  gude  also, 

That  ganand  wes  that  tyme  with  thame  till  go. 

Tha  mad  raonstouris  without  humanitie,  38.345 

Quhilk  usit  lies  so  greit  crudelitie, 

With  greit  furor  bayth  with  fyre  and  blude, 

In  2oung  and  aid,  in  ill  and  als  in  gude, 

That  kirk  or  kirkmen-  gat  of  thame  no  girth, 

Moir  nor  the  fox  that  rynnis  in  the  firth.  38,350 

Ane  Strang  castell  biggit  of  stane  and  lyme, 

The  quhilk  Narmyn  wes  callit  in  the  tyme, 

That  Danbu[r]g  now  is  caUit  to  the  nan\e, 

So  wes  it  callit  that  tyme  efter  thame, 

With  all  thair  power  rycht  laug  thair  tha  la,        38,355 

Seigand  that  hous ;  quhill  efter  on  ane  da, 

Ane  schew  to  thame  king  Malcolme  wes  rycht  neir, 

With  mony  knyclit  all  into  armour  cleir. 

Quhairof  the  Danis  wes  richt  weill  content, 

Desyrand  feild,  battell  and  tournament,  38,360 

Tha  left  the  seig  and  come  fordwart  on  feit. 

In  gude  ordour  the  Scottis  for  to  meit. 

The  Scottis  than  that  cuming  war  full  clois, 

Vpone  ane  feild  that  wes  richt  neir  Kinloss, 

That  samin  nycht  thair  in  thair  tentis  la,  38,365 

With  greit  desir,  quhill  on  the  morne  wes  da. 

With  greit  curage  than  bayth  of  man  and  cheild, 

And  sic  desyre  of  l)attell  and  of  feild, 
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That  all  the  iiycht  ane  wynk  tha  sleipit  nocht 
For  gi'eit  desyre  that  wes  into  thair  thocht.  38,370 

This  king  Malcolme  the  nycht  befoir  he  send 
To  the  Danis  withoutin  recommend, 
Speirand  the  cans  at  thame  quhairfoir  or  quhy, 
To  him  thair  freind,  quhilk  oft  did  fortify 
Sueno  thair  king  quhen  that  he  wes  rycht  puir,  38,375 
To  wirk  on  him  sic  malice  and  injure. 
The  messinger  the  Danis  tuke  full  tyte. 
And  hangit  him  that  tyme  for  greit  despyte. 
That  wes  the  caus,  as  I  half  said  befoir. 
All  nycht  the  Scottis  maid  sic  host  and  schoir,     38,380 
So  cruell  war  that  tyme  to  wndertak, 
For  to  revenge  that  greit  injure  and  lak. 
Syne  on  the  morne  quhen  that  the  da  wes  lycht, 
Seand  the  Danis  all  into  thair  sicht. 
In  sick  ordour  as  tha  war  les  and  moir,  38,385 

With  sick  power  as  tha  saw  neuir  befoir, 
Of  thair  attyre  so  greit  terrour  tha  tuke. 
To  fecht  that  da  the  Scottis  all  forsuik ; 
Trowand  that  tyme  to  cum  hot  hulie  speid, 
Becaus  the  Danis  did  rycht  far  exceid  38,390 

That  tyme  the  Scottis  into  multitude. 
And  for  that  caus,  than  schortlie  to  conclude. 
Col.  2.        The  king  Malcum  that  all  the  fassoun  knew. 

So  gude  ressoun  to  thame  that  tyme  he  schew. 

And  sic  persuasioun  that  tyme  maid  thame  till,    38,393 

Quhilk  changit  hes  thair  myndis  than  and  will ; 

And  causit  thame  of  greit  curage  to  be, 

With  sic  desire  and  animositie, 

Evin  as  ane  lyoun  lowsit  out  of  band, 

Without  ordour  or  ^it  ony  command,  38,400 

Vpone  the  Danis  ran  into  ane  race. 

The  Danis  than  that  knew  fidl  weill  tliat  cace, 

Thf\irof  that  tyme  rycht  litill  aw  tha  stude, 

B:iid  all  togidder  intill  ordour  gude. 
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How    THE    SCOTTIS    AND    DANIS    ENTERIT    IN     THE 

Feild,   and    how    the    Scottis    tynt,  and 
now    the    Danis    passit  to    the   Seig    of 

NORJIYN   AND   WAN   IT. 

So  cruell  counter  in  the  tyme  tlia  maid,  38,405 

Quhill  basnetis  bricht  and  mony  scheildis  braid 

Raue  all  in  raggis,  throw  greit  strentli  and  force, 

And  mony  knicbt  wes  killit  throw  the  cors  ; 

And  mony  breist  rycht  bludie  maid  and  bla, 

And  mony  heid  hackit  the  bodie  fra.  38,4io 

Into  that  stour  ane  lang  quhile  so  tha  stude, 

The  Danis  war  than  of  sic  multitude, 

Ane  new  power  out  of  ane  buss  thair  brak, 

In  gude  ordour  behind  the  Scottis  bak, 

And  than  the  feild  agane  tha  did  renew,  38,415 

At  that  counter  richt  mony  Scot  tha  slew. 

The  cruell  Scottis  pertlie  on  that  plane, 

Ane  rycht  lang  quhile  debaittit  lies  agane, 

Quhill  king  Malcolme  into  the  heid  wes  hurt, 

Quhilk  in  the  tyme  did  him  sic  noy  and  sturt,    38,420 

Agane  his  will,  throw  Strang  hand  and  force, 

Out  of  the  feild  tha  careit  him  on  liors. 

His  helme  of  steill  wes  dung  so  in  his  heid, 

That  rycht  mony  suspectit  him  of  deid, 

Into  the  tyme  that  standand  war  about,  38,425 

With  sic  danger  or  tha  micht  draw  it  out. 

Out  of  the  feild  quhen  that  tha  saw  him  ryde. 

The  Scottis  than  na  langar  thair  wald  byde  ; 

Of  his  ganging  so  gi'eitlie  wes  agast, 

Out  of  the  feild  tha  follouit  all  richt  fast,  39,430 

And  thocht  that  da  tha  tynt  the  victorie. 

That  tyme  the  Danis  follouit  nocht,  for-thi 

Into  that  feild  loissit  sa  mony  men ; 

Also  that  tyme  it  wes  richt  ill  to  ken, 
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To  thame  quhilk  wes  into  ane  \Ticoutli  land,         38,435 
How  sone  the  Scottis  myclit  haif  help  at  hand. 
And  for  that  cans  the  spiilte  of  the  feild 
Tha  tuke  to  thame,  syne  euerie  man  and  cheild, 
With  all  thair  power  passit  lies  rycht  plane 
Vnto  Nermyn  to  seige  that  house  agane.  38,440 

The  souldeouris  quhen  that  tha  hard  and  knew 
Of  all  the  feild  the  fortoun,  as  men  schew, 
Gaif  ouir  the  hous  that  tyme  to  saif  thair  lyvis, 
And  all  thair  gude,  thair  barnis  and  thair  wyvis, 
The  quhilk  the  Danis  war  obleist  thairtill.  38,445 

Syne  quhen  tha  gat  the  hous  into  thair  will. 
In  raipis  rude  richt  heicli  attouir  the  wall, 
Without  petie  tha  hangit  thame  thair  all. 
Tha  faithles  folkis  for  that  same  darg  and  deid, 
Wes  quit  rycht  weill  sone  efter  to  thair  meid.      38,450 
Tua  Strang  houssis  biggit  of  stone  and  lyme, 
Lib. ii,f.  173b.    Elgin  and  Forres,  quhilk  keipit  wes  that  tyme 
With  greit  defence  out  of  the  Danis  handis, 
Syne  quhen  tha  knew  how  all  the  mater  standis 
Into  Nermyn,  as  tha  had  hard  befoir,  38,455 

Gaif  ouir  the  houssis  without  host  or  schoir, 
Syne  fled  ilkoue  to  gude  Malcum  the  king, 
Quhilk  causit  thame  quhill  grene  levis  did  spring- 
Still  to  remane,  as  le  sail  efter  heir, 
Quhill  the  begynnyng  of  the  secvmd  teir.  38,460 

The  Danis  than,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Ouir  all  the  partis  of  Morauia, 
At  thair  plesour  hes  passit  vp  and  doun. 
And  euirilk  strenth  with  castell,  tour  and  toun, 
Withoutin  sturt  or  ony  stop  hes  tone,  38,465 

And  stuffit  thame  into  the  tyme  ilkone. 
Syne  efter  that,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Send  in  Denmark  and  als  in  Norrowa, 
For  wyfe  and  barnis,  this  is  trew  I  tell, 
Perpetuallie  thair  to  remane  and  dwell.  38,470 
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How  Kix(i    jMalcolme  and  the   Danis   feildit 

AGANE,      QUHAIR      MONY      NOBILL      ScOT      WAR 
SLANE  ;     AND     HOW    THE     SCOTTIS    FLED,     AND 

OF  King  Malcolmis   Prayar,  and   how   he 

RENEWIT   THE   FeILD   AGANE   AND   FaUCHT. 

Off  tliair  tydenis  qulieu  king  Malcolme  did  heir, 

In  tlie  begynnyng  of  the  secund  2eir, 

Or  dreid  tha  sould  get  moir  help  and  supple. 

With  all  the  power  that  he  doucht  to  be, 

S3'ne  at  Murthtloch  thir  tua  oistis  thair  met,        38,475 

Anc  toiin  in  Mar  quhair  that  the  feild  wes  set. 

Quhen  ather  of  vther  cuming  ar  in  siclit. 

With  baneris  braid  and  mony  basnet  bricht, 

With  buglis  blast  and  mony  schalmis  schill. 

On  euerie  syde  with  egir  mynd  and  will,  38,480 

So  dourlie  than  ilkone  at  other  drave, 

Quhill  schawls  schuke  and  all  the  craigis  clawe. 

So  doggitlie  ilkone  at  vther  dang, 

Quhill  all  the  rochis  round  about  thame  rang. 

And  mony  one  buir  woundis  that  war  wyde,         38,485 

Sum  in  the  breist,  sum  in  bayth  bak  and  syde, 

Sum  in  the  halss,  and  sum  into  the  heid, 

That  mony  thousand  in  the  feildis  la  deid. 

Thre  nobill  chiftanis  in  the  samin  da, 

Kenethus  ane,  that  lord  wes  of  Yla,  38,490 

The  secund  Gryme,  the  quhilk  wes  nothing  war. 

Lord  of  Stratherne,  and  Patrik  of  Dumbar, 

Lord  of  that  ilk  and  best  of  all  the  thre. 

The  haill  vangaird  with  thir  tua  gydit  he. 

In  the  first  feild  this  Patrik  of  Dumbar,  38,495 

Gryme  and  Keneth,  quhilk  preissit  ouir  far. 

Into  the  feild  fechtand  agane  thair  fo, 

Seand  sic  chance  and  fortoun  with  thame  go, 

As  tha  suld  haif,  without  ony  ganestand. 

The  victorie  all  haill  into  thair  hand  ;  38,500 
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Or  euir  tha  wist  tha  war  circnlit  about 

With  tliair  fais,  that  tha  micht  nocht  wyn  out ; 

And  manfullie  tha  faucht  ane  rycht  lang  space, 

Quhill  tha  war  slane  all  thre  into  that   place. 

The   haill  vangard  quhen    that   tha  saw  thame     38,505 

de, 
For  feirdnes  all  out  of  the  feild  did  fle  ; 
The  Danis  efter  maid  ane  suddane  chace, 
With  greit  slauchter  into  the  samin  place. 
This  king  Malcolme  that  in  the  tyme  beheild, 
And  saw  sa  fast  tha  fled  out  of  the  feild,  38,5io 

Fast  efter  thame  he  prickit  ouir   the  plane, 
With  greit  tretie  to  gar  thame  turne  agane, 
And  left  his  men  still  fechtand  in  the  feild. 
Col. 2,         Ane  passage  wes  that  tyme  quhair  he  micht  lieild, 

Richt  narrow  wes  quhair  that  tha  fled  all  out,     38,515 

This  king  Malcolme  that  stalwart  wes  and  stout, 

In  the  passage  with  drawin  sword  in  hand. 

Still  thair  he  stude,  and  maid  thame  sic  demand, 

Neuir  ane  of  thame  he  wald  lat  furth  by, 

Exhortand  thame  with  mony  schout  and  cry         38,520 

To  tak  curage,  and  for  to  turne  agane. 

Of  Sanct  Moloc  ane  chapell  on  that  plane 

Neirby  him  stude,  biggit  of  stane  and  lyme  ; 

Quhome  to  this  Malcolme  luikit  in  this  tyme. 

And  held  his  handis  to  the  hevin  on  hicht,  38,525 

Beseikand  God  of  his  greit  grace  and  micht. 

And  Marie  myld,  the  virgin  clene  and  puir, 

Of  hir  bosum  quhilk  Jesu  Christ  that  buir. 

And  Sanct  Moloc  his  mediator  to  be, 

To  caus  his  men  no  forder  for  to  fle,  38,530 

Eot  turne  agane  with  hartlie  mynd  and  will, 

And  in  the  tyme  sic  curage  send  thame  till, 

Agane  thair  fais  for  to  mak  defence, 

To  halie  kirk  wirkar  of  sic  violence  ; 

"  And  heir  I  vow,  as  I  am  leill  trew  knycht,      38,535 

•'  To  Sanct  Moloc,  will  thow  defend  my  richt. 
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"  And  keip  my  honour  this  tynic  haill  and  sound, 

"  Into  thi  honour  ane  bishop  I  sail  found, 

"  And  bio-  ane  kirk  of  e-reit  auctoritie, 

"  And  tbow  thi  self  thairof  patrone  sail  be."         38,540 

Be  tliis  wes  said  he  gaif  ane  cry  and  schout, 

*'  O,  ye,"  he  said,  "my  knychtis  bald  and  stout, 

"  Turne  low  agane  for  to  debait  ^our  lyvis, 

"  ^our  land,  lour  law,  ^our  barnis,  and  ^our  wyvis; 

"  And  le  do  so,  traist  weill  as  it  standis,  38,545 

"  The  victorie  this  da  is  in  oure  handis." 

This  beand  said,  ane  rycht  greit  multitude, 

Befoir  liis  face  into  that  passage  stude, 

Of  stalwart  men  that  war  bayth  stark  and  stout, 

By  him  that  tyme  he  wald  nocht  let  pas  out.      38,550 

And  mony  mo  war  standand  on  the  plane, 

With  gi-eit  curage  he  lies  gart  turne  agane, 

And  maid  the  Danis  for  to  be  agast, 

Quliilk  efter  thame  that  followand  war  so  fast  ; 

And  suddanelie  tha  did  the  feild  renew,  38,555 

At  that  counter^  riclit  mony  Dene  tha  slew. 

How  King  Malcolme  vincust  the  Danis,  and 
SLEW  Enetus  thair  Chiftane,  and   partit 

THE   SpUL^E   of   the   FeILD  AT   HIS   PlESOUR. 

Than  Enetus  thair  capitane  and  thair  lord, 
Vpone  ane  hors,  gif  that  I  richt  record, 
With  bair  visage  luikand  him  about, 
Of  victorie  as  he  than  had  na  dout,  38,o60 

This  king  Malcolme  that  wes  bayth  stout  and  stuir, 
With  ane  bricht  brand  into  his  hand  he  buir, 
Richt  to  the  schulderis  doun  he  claif  his  held, 
Douu  of  his  liors  syne  to  the  grund  fell  deid. 


'  In  MS.  tha  colisler. 


Col.  1. 
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Qubairof  the  Danis  war  so  basit  all,  38,565 

Deid  of  Lis  hors  qulien  tliat  tha  saw  liim  fall  ■ 

The  Scottis  als  so  pertlie  tuinit  agaiie, 

And  faucht  so  fast  quhill  iriony  Dene  war   slane  ; 

^it  still  tha  baid  at  thair  defence  rycht  lang, 

Quhill    that    the    stour    so    stalwart  wox    and       38,570 

Strang, 
Sa  mony  Deyne  that  da  wer  maid  to  de, 
That  force  it  wes  to  all  the  laif  to  fie. 
Olawos  alss  out  of  the  feild  he  fled, 
And  few  feiris  with  him  that  tyme  he  bed ; 
Syne  with  bis  gydis  efterwart  is  gone  38,575 

Lib.ii,f.i82.    In  Murraland  with  all  the  laif  ilkone, 

Quhilk  scantlie  war  the  thrid  part  of  his  ost. 

The  laue  that  da  into  the  feild  war  lost, 

Enetus  als  thair  ■■  chiftane  wes  and  gyde ; 

The  laif  that  fled  buir  werkand  woundis  wyde.    38,580 

This  king  Malcolme  gart  spy  ouir  all  the  plane, 

And  tuke  the  Scottis  in  the  feild  war  slane, 

To  Crissin  bereis  in  the  tyme  thame  buir, 

And  put  thame  all  ilkone  in  sepultuir. 

Quhen  that  wes  done,  the  spuke  of  the  feild       38,585 

Diuydit  has  to  euerie  man  and  cheild, 

Baith  gude  and  ill  efter  his  facultie, 

Richt  equallie  diuidit  than  lies  he. 

Postponit  syne  ontill  ane  other  da, 

That  tyme  his  passage  in  Morauia  ;  38,590 

And  passit  hes  with  mony  bald  barroun, 

In  Angus  syne  richt  onto  Forfar  toun  ; 

And  all  the  wynter  thair  he  did  remane 

With  mony  lord,  quhill  symmer  come  agane. 


•  In  MS.  than. 
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How  SwENO,  King  of  Ingland  and  Denmark, 
CAusiT  Camus,  his  Cousing,  cum  in  Scot- 
land WITH  ANE  GREIT  ArMIE  AND  NaVING 
OF  SCHIPPIS,  AND  HOW  KiNG  MALCOLME  COME 
TO  BaRRIE  WITH  HIS  ArMIE,  AND  OF  HIS 
EXHORTATIOUN   MAID   TO   THAME. 

This  ilk  Sueno,  of  qubome  befoir  I  scliew,  38,595 

King  of  Ingland  and  Denmark,  quben  be  knew 

Of  bis  armie  in  Scotland  bow  bad  sped, 

Doutles  tbat  tyme  be  wes  lycbt  soir  adred, 

Or  dreid  be  tynt  bis  bonour  and  bis  name. 

Tbis  king  Malcolme  wes  baldin  of  greit  fame,       38,600 

For  gi-eit  bonour  in  tbe  feild  be  wan  ; 

So  wes  tbe  Scottis  in  that  tyme  ilk  man. 

And  to  reskew  tbe  bonour  and  the  gloir, 

Tbat  he  bad  tynt  into  the  feild  befoir, 

Ane  greit  navin  of  mony  loun  full  large,  38,605 

Of  craik  and  coluin,  of  mony  bark  and  barge, 

Furtb  of  Denmark  be  furneist  for  till  go. 

Tbat  samin  tyme  fra  Tymes  mouth  also, 

Ane^  other  navin  tbat  moir  large  wes, 

To  Scotland  baitb  be  maid  that  tyme  to  pas,        38,6io 

For  to  revenge  tbe  greit  lak  and  the  schame 

Tbat  be  bad  tane,  and  to  reskew  bis  fame. 

Camus  bis  cousing,  for  most  traist  tbat  tyde, 

This  greit  armie  be  gaif  that  tyme  to  gyde. 

Neirby  Bamburch,  qubair  tbat  the  tryst  wes         38,615 

set, 
Thir  tua  navingis  togidder  thair  tha  met ; 
Syne  set  thair  coursis  lustie  in  the  north, 
Qubill  tbat  tha  come  onto  tbe  moutli  of  Forth, 
And  saillit  vp  syne  by  Sanct  Abbis  heid. 
Ane  bevyning  place  tha  fand  syne  in  that  steid,  38,620 


'  In  MS.  that. 
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Quliair  that  tha  purposit  to  pas  to  land  ; 

And  thair  tlia  gat  sua  greit  stop  and  ganestand, 

Of  mony  freik  befoir  tliarae  thair  than  wes, 

Compellit  thame  agane  bakwart  to  pas. 

Tha  saillit  syne  all  vp  into  Inchekeith,  38,625 

Set  saill  and  raid  on  ankeris  befoir  Leyth  ; 

And  sindrie  tymis  quhair  tha  thocht  to  land, 

Tha  war  stoppit  than  vpoun  euerie  hand.^ 

Out  of  that  place  tha  saillit  on  the  nycht 

To  the  Reid  Held,  or  that  the  da  wes  lycht,        38,630 

Into  Angus  without  ony  ganestand, 

Neirby  Arbroth  passit  all  to  land. 

Syne  ouir  all  Angus  passit  vjd  and  doun, 

Bajrth  kirk  and  tempill,  village  and  ilk  toun, 

Ouir  all  the  land  that  tyme  quhair  tha  did  38,635 

pas, 
Tha  spulteit  fast,  syne  brint  the  toun  in  ass. 
Baith  preist  and  clerk,  and  men  of  religioun. 
And  toung  and  aid,  without  ony  discretioun, 
Col.  2.        Moir  none  ane  dog  that  tyme  tha  sparit  nane, 

In  ony  steid  quhair  euir  tha  war  ouirtane.  38,640 

To  Brichin  than,  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  toun, 

Of  honour,  riches,  and  of  greit  renoun, 

Tha  passit  syne  witli  greit  furor  and  yre, 

Spulteit  the  toun,  syne  brint  it  all  in  fyre  ; 

Except  ane  stepill  quhilk  that  maid  defence,  38,645 

Baith  kirk  and  queir  with  so  greit  violence, 

And  all  the  toun,  tha  brint  in  poulder  small, 

Syne  to  tlie  ground  tha  kest  doun  euerilk  wall : 

Except  that  stepill  lute  na  thing  remane 

Of  all  that  toun,  the  quhilk  sensyne  agane  38,650 

Wes  neuir  befoir  of  sic  honour  and  gloir, 

Na  sic  fairnes  as  that  it  wes  befoir. 


'  In  MS.  held. 
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Tliat  samin  tyme  aiie  come  to  thame  and  takl, 

With  king  Malcolme  and  monj'-  berne  full  bald 

Passit  was  Tay  into  that  samin  quhile,  38,655 

And  cumand  wes  that  tyme  within  ten  myle, 

With  far  ma  folk,  and  grittar  bost  and  schoir, 

No  euir  he  had  in  ony  tyme  befoir. 

This  ilk  Camus,  traistand  weill  that  wes  trew, 

Doun  to  the  se  neirhand  his  schippis  drew  ;         38,660 

Thair  by  ane  toun  that  callit  is  Panbryde, 

He  tuke  his  bulging  into  the  samin  tyde. 

This  king  jMalcolme  that  wes  bayth  wyss  and 

wycht, 
Rycht  suddanelie  he  come  that  samin  nyclit, 
On  to  ane  toun  into  the  samin  tyde,  38,665 

Callit  Barrie,  bot  tua  myle  fra  Panbryde, 
And  thair  he  maid  his  ludging  all  that  nycht. 
Quhill  on  the  morne  that  it  wes  fair  da  lycht, 
And  all  the  air  wes  clengit  fair  and  cleir, 
And  birdis  singand  with  ane  mirrie  cheir,  38,670 

This  king  Malcolme,  gif  I  be  for  till  trow, 
Thir  wordis  said  that  I  sail  sa  to   tow : 
"  O  te,"  he  said,  "  my  tender  freindis  deir, 
"  Now  in  tliis  place  ar  present  with  me  heir, 
"  I  tow  beseik,  think  on  the  laud  and  gloir         38,675 
"  Xe  wan  with  me  in  the  last  feild  befoir. 
"  Traist  weill,"  he  said,  "  tha  ar  no  better  men, 
*'  Be  gude  ressoun  as  te  ma  rycht  weill  ken, 
"  So  wranguslie  into  all  thing  tha  wirk, 
"  The  ennimeis  of  God  and  halie  kirk ;  38,68o 

'•'  Also  to  ws  withoutin  ony  cans, 
"  But  clame  of  richt  or  just  titill  of  lawis, 
"  Waistand  oure  land  of  greit  crudelitie. 
"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  traist  weill  this  tyme  that 

we 
"  Hes  als  greit  richt  and  power  in  this  place,      38,685 
"  Help  and  supple  siclike  of  Goddis  grace, 
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''  In  all  thing  neidfull  this  tyme  les  and  nioir, 

"  As  that  we  had  into  the  feild  befoir. 

"  My  freindis  deir,  noAv  traist  le  weill  for-thi, 

"  To  ws  is  promittit  the  victory  38,690 

"  Be  gratius  God,  that  knawis  richt  and  wrang." 

Qulien  this  wes  said  his  lordis  all  amang, 

Of  that  counsall  so  oTeit  curao-e  tlia  tnke. 

And  said  ilkone,  quhill  he  his  lyfe  micht  bruke, 

He  suld  be  fund  rycht  fraklie  ay  thairtill,  38,695 

At  all  power  richt  hartlie  with  gude  will. 

How  THE  Battell  junit, 

And  euerie  Sound  so  tunit, 

And  how  gude  Malcum  wan  the  Feild, 

And  Camus  strickin  doun  and  keild, 

And  the  Rest  of  Danis  at  the  Chace, 

Slane  siclike  but  ony  Grace, 

And  tha  that  wes  left  vnslane, 

Maid  to  thair  Schippis  with  all  thair  Mane. 

Lib.il,f.i82b   Quhen  this  was  said,  the  bancris  browdin  brycht 
On  euerie  syde  was  raisit  vpone  hicht, 
Into  the  air  full  hie  aboue  tliair  held, 
The  rampand  lyoun  of  ane  cull  our  reid  38,7oo 

Into  ane  feild  of  birneist  gold  so  bricht, 
That  all  the  land  illuninat  with  greit  licht ; 
And  mony  standert  of  rycht  staitlie  hew, 
Agane  the  schyning  of  the  sone  that  schew. 
The  buglis  blew  with  sic  ane  busteous  beir,  38,7o5 

And  hornis  hie,  that  hiddeous  wes  to  heir  ; 
The  schalmis  schouttit  with  so  schill  ane  sound, 
Quhill  all  the  bruik  tha  gart  agane  rel)0und. 
The  Danis  als  vponn  the  tother  syde, 
With  greit  power  rycht  peusit  full  of  pryde  ;        37,7io 
Quhonieto  this  Camus  said  with  voce  full  hie, 
"  Other  this  da  heir  man  wc  do  or  de. 
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"  Tluiir  is  no  help  bot  all  in  ^our  awin  liandis, 

*'  So  far  fra  hame  heir  into  vncouth  landis, 

"  Without  refuge  or  supple  in  this  place,  38,715 

"  Amanof  the  Scottis  but  mercie  or  ffrace." 

Be  this  wes  said,  fra  bowmen  bald  and  wicht, 

Of  fedderit  flanis  flew  ane  felloun  flicht 

Amang  the  Danis  with  sic  dyntis  dour. 

That  mony  ane  tha  maid  full  law  to  lour,  38,720 

Ay  flycht  for  flicht,  als  thik  as  ony  snaw, 

And  scharpe  as  haill,  lang  in  the  feild  tha  flaw  ; 

Throw  all  thair  geir  that  glitterand  wes  ar  gane, 

Quhair  euir  tha  hit  tha  bait  thame  to  the  bane. 

Sone  efter  syne  the  speiris  greit  and  lang,  38.725 

Into  the  feild  tha  enterit  with  sic  thrang, 

That  mony  brak,  and  all  in  flenderis  flew, 

Vpone  thair  birneis  that  war  briclit  of  hew. 

With  brandis  bricht  ilkane  on  vther  drave, 

Quhill  breist  plait  brist  and  ribbis  wnder  rave.    37,730 

Thair  mulane  melteis  mendit  nocht  ane  myte, 

Thair  brandis  brycht  so  bitterlie  did  byte. 

Thir  grumis  gay  in  nothir  syde  agast, 

Into  the  feild  so  lang  tha  faucht  and  fast, 

Quhill  all  the  reuer  quhairby  than  tha  stude,        38,735 

Callit  Lochy,  it  ran  all  of  reid  blude. 

The  Danis  than  for  all  thair  pomp  and  pryde, 

Tha  had  no  strenth  langar  thair  to  byde  ; 

Thair  power  than  wes  parit  all  to  nocht 

And  fochin  had  als  lang  thair  as  tha  mocht ;        38,740 

Of  thame  sa  mony  thair  wes  maid  to  de. 

That  force  it  wes  to  leif  the  feild  and  fle. 

This  ilk  Camus  out  of  the  feild  he  fled. 

The  nobillis  all  with  him  that  tyme  he  hed, 

Onto  ane  montane  neirby  into  sicht;  38,745 

Bot  gude  Malcolme  he  rest  him  than  the  hycht, 

Within  tua  myle  thair  wes  he  stricken  doun. 

Into  ane  place  that  callit  is  Camustoun, 


006  THE   BUIK   OF  THE 

And  all  the  Laue  th.at  wes  with  him  ilkane. 
In  that  same  place  thair  standis  thair  ane  stane,  38,750 
Quhilk  baris  witnes  to  that  samin  deid  ; 
Tliairon  is  written,  quha  lykis  to  reid, 
This  Camus  name,  quhilk  wnder  it  dois  ly, 
That  callit  wes  syne  Camus-stane  for-thi, 
And  langer  eftei^  than  with  the  pepill  all,  38,755 

Quhill  Camstoun  now  for  moir  schortnes  tha  call. 
At  Abirnyth  into  that  samin  quliile, 
Ane  toun  fra  Brichin  standis  bot  four  myle, 
Quhair  that  the  Danis  siclike  war  ouirtane, 
And  slane  also  into  the  tyme  ilkane,  38,760 

Bayth  toung  and  aid,  but  mercie  or  grace, 
Siclike  ane  stane  thair  standis  in  that  place ; 
Quhairon  all  man  that  lykis  for  to  reid, 
May,  and  tha  will,  thair  names  and  thair  deid. 
Syne  fordward  furth,  withoutin  ony  reskcAV,  38,765 

Col.  2.        Into  that  chace  richt  mony  Dane  tha  slew, 

Into  sum  tyme  that  war  bayth  bald  and  wyclit, 

And  ceissit  neuir  quhill  twjmnit  thame  the  nycht. 

That  samin  nycht  the  few  Danis  that  fled, 

With  Scottis  gydis  in  the  tyme  tha  hed,  38,770 

Quhometo  tha  gaif  greit  reward  and  fe, 

Bycht  secreitlie  thame  gydit  to  the  se. 

Into  the  place  quhair  that  thair  schippis  la, 

Syne  passit  in  and  tuke  the  se  or  da. 

Vpoun  the  morne  quhen  that  the  day  was  licht,  38,775 

And  fair  Phebus,  with  mony  bemis  bricht, 

Rycht  blythlie  blenkit  ouir  ilk  buss  and  breir, 

This  king  Malcolme  with  mony  chevilleir. 

Into  the  feild  he  tuke  the  narrest  way, 

And  all  the  corsis  deid  thairin  that  la,  38,780 

Of  Scottis  men,  out  of  the  feild  lies  tane. 

And  bureit  thame  in  kirkis  all  ilkane. 

The  Danis  als,  within  ane  litill  space, 

Gart  burne  thame  all  in  [to]  the  samin  place 


CRONICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND.  007 

Quhair  tha  war  slane,  ilk  ane  baytli  man  and      38,785 

clieild  ; 
Syne  all  the  spulze  that  wes  in  the  feild, 
Riclit  equallie  amang  thame  gart  diuyde. 
Ane  fair  toung  man  wes  callit  Keyth  that  tyde, 
The  quhilk  Camus  with  his  a\vin  handis  slew, 
And  mony  mo,  and  my  author  be  trew,  38,790 

So  worthely  he  buir  him  in  that  da, 
That  king  Malcolme,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
With  gold  and  land  rewardit  him  full  rycht ; 
Him  self  also  than  hes  he  maid  ane  knycht. 
Fra  him  sensyne  ane  surname  is  discendit,  38,795 

Quhilk  in  thair  t3ane  thair  prince  neuir  offendit, 
In  sicker  stait  ay  in  all  tyme  tha  stude, 
Quhilk  now  in  Scotland  ar  greit  men  of  gude, 
The  Erie  Merschell  of  heretage  and  fe ; 
I  pray  to  God  that  rycht  lang  so  he  be.  38,800 


How  THE  Rest  of  the  Danis  supponit  to  saill 

TO  MURRALAND  AND  WAR  DREVIN  BE  FORCE 
OF  CONTRARIE  WyNDIS  IN  CATNES,  AND  HOW 
THA  WAR   SLANE   THAIR. 

Syne  the  nixt  morne  the  Danis  that  war  fled. 

Onto  the  se  with  all  thair  raipis  red 

Wand  saill  to  top,  and  saillit  sjnie  fra  hand 

To  Olawaus  quhilk  wes  in  Murraland. 

Neptunus  than  the  goddis  of  the  se,  38,805 

And  Eolus  quhilk  blew  his  home  so  hie. 

That  samin  tyme  within  four  dais  or  fyve, 

In  Catnes  all  tha  maid  thame  till  arryve 

Vpoun  ane  cost  quhilk  wes  to  thame  vncouth, 

Without  ane  havin  or  lit  ane  reuer  mouth.  38,810 

And  had  nocht  bene  sa  mony  buss  and  bench, 

Quhairby  thair  to  wis  that  war  lang  and  teuch 
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Tha  festnit  fast,  that  grew  neir  hand  the  cost, 
But  ony  lat  tlia  had  bene  ilk.  ane  lost. 
For  storme  that  tyme  into  the  se  that  wes,  38,815 

Out  of  that  place  ane  lang  tyme  mycht  nocht  pas, 
Quhill  that  thair  victuall  wer  consumit  haill, 
And  tha  for  fait  wer  like  all  for  to  faill. 
Fyve  hundreth  men  with  bow,  buklar  and  brand, 
Furth  half  tha  send  to  fetche  fra  the  west  land  38,820 
Nolt  or  scheip  quhair  that  tha  mycht  be  sene, 
Or  ony  thing  thair  lyvis  to  sustene. 
The  cuntrie  men  that  duelt  that  tyme  neirby, 
At  thair  cuming  gaif  mony  schout  and  cry. 
The  lord  of  Catnes  callit  Mernacus,  38,825 

With  greit  power,  my  storie  tell  is  thus, 
Lib. \i,f.  18.3,    Richt  suddantlie  that  tyme  he  come  thame  till. 
And  stoppit  thame  thair  purpois  to  fulfill. 
Hago  that  tyme  thair  chiftane  chevalrus, 
Most  principall  the  quhilk  wes  next  Camus,  38,830 

Quhen  that  he  saw  the  Scottis  cumand  sua, 
Rycht  fast  he  fled  and  gart  thame  leif  the  pra. 
On  to  ane  hill  ascendit  vp  ilkane, 
Quhair  that  thair  stude  ane  mekle  carne  of  stane  ; 
And  thair  tha  stude  rycht  lang  at  thair  defence,  38,835 
Castand  greit  stonis  with  sic  violence, 
That  mony  Scot  tha  hurt  that  tyme  and  slew. 
This  Mernacus  seand  tha  war  so  few, 
His  men  that  tyme  rycht  soir  that  he  lies  blamit, 
And  cryand,  fy!  sayand  tha  war  all  schamit,         38,840 
To  lat  sa  few  mak  sic  defence  so  lang, 
And  thoill  of  thame  so  greit  injure  and  wrang. 
At  his  wordis,  als  het  as  ony  fyre, 
The  Scottis  grew  in  sic  anger  and  yre, 
All  vp  the  hill  ascendit  with  ane  schout,  38,845 

And  circulit  hes  the  Danis  round  about. 
Than  peltit  on  thair  powis  ane  lang  space, 
Quhill  tha  war  slane  ilkone  in  that  same  place. 
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Syne  all  the  laue  vpone  the  se  that  la, 

To  thame  thair  come  into  that  samin  da  38,850 

Ane  man,  and  schew  how  all  the  laue  had  sped ; 

Quhairof  that  tyme  tha  war  so  soir  adred, 

Without  tarie  or  ony  moir  demand 

Tha  passit  all  syne  into  Murraland 

To  Olawus  into  the  tyme,  and  schew  38,855 

Sic  aventure  wes  hapnit  of  the  new, 

And  of  thair  fortoun  also  in  the  feild, 

Sa  mony  men  thairin  as  tha  had  keild, 

Vpone  ane  sand  liggand  be  the  se  cost, 

And  gude  Camus  thair  chiftane  thair  wes  lost.      38,86o 


How     THAIR     COME    ANE    NEW     PoWER    OF    DaNIS 

AGANE  IN  Scotland,  send   be   Sueno   than 
King  of  Ingland. 

Quhen  this  Olawus  knew  sic  thing  and  kend, 
Ilk  word  be  word  to  Sueno  sone  he  send 
Into  Ingland,  and  schew  to  him  than  how, 
Baith  les  and  moir  as  I  haif  schawin  iow. 
This  ilk  Sueno,  baith  furius  and  fell,  38,865 

Quhen  he  thir  tydenis  in  the  tyme  hard  tell, 
Out  of  his  wit  neir  wod  as  he  wald  go, 
Into  his  mynd  revolwand  to  and  fro 
To  be  revengit  thairof  and  he  mocht. 
Syne  at  the  last  he  slaikit  lies  his  thocht,  38,870 

And  in  Denmark  hes  send  agane  full  sone 
On  to  Canutus  and  schew  how  all  wes  done, 
His  bruther  germane  in  the  tyme  that  wes, 
Commandand  him  rycht  sone  that  he  suld  pas 
With  all  his  power  that  tyme  to  the  se,  38,875 

Into  Scotland  for  to   revengit  be 
Of  his  deir  cousing,  hecht  Camus,  thair  wes  slane. 
And  mony  thousand  come  neuir  hame  agane. 
vol.   II.  Q  Q 
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This  ilk  Canutus  quliilk  keipit  his  command, 

Fra  Norrowa,  Denmark,  and  als  Gotland,  38,880 

In  bark  and  barg,  and  mony  ballingar, 

Tha  tuke  the  se  with  anker,  saill  and  air. 

Baith  da  and  nycht  befoir  the  wynd  is  gone, 

Quhill  that  tha  come  in  Scotland  syne  ilkone, 

Into  Buchane  quhill  that  tha  aU  tuke  land  38,885 

By  the  se  cost  vpoun  ane  richt  far  sand. 

Syne  round  about  ouir  all  the  land  tha  teid, 

With  fyre  and  blude  tha  landis  all  on  breid  ; 

Bayth  tour  and  toun  tha  landis  tha  come  to, 

Tlia  waistit  all  as  tha  Arar  wont  to  do.  38,890 


How  King  Malcolme  and  the  new  Power  of 
Danis  met  agane,  and  greit  Slaughter  on 
euerie   Syde,    and    how   the   Danis   fled 

AND   send   for  PeAX. 

Col.  2.      And  king  Malcolme  quhen  he  thair  cuming 
knew, 
Into  the  tyme  as  suith  men  to  him  schew, 
He  maid  no  tarie  nother  nycht  nor  da, 
Quliill  that  he  come  quhair  that  the  Danis  la. 
Becaus  he  thocht,  as  semit  to  be  trew,  38,895 

Greit  perrell  wes  with  haill  power  [to]  persew 
Into  the  feild  with  mort  battell  agane. 
Sua  mony  men  befoir  of  his  wes  slane. 
And  for  that  cans  ane  lang  quliile  thair  he   la. 
With  greit  scrymmyng  and  carmusche  euerie  da,  38,900 
Quhill  that  his  men  war  gatherit  aU  him  till. 
Syne  on  ane  da,  all  in  ane  mynd  and  will, 
Richt  furebund,  than  bayth  on  fit  and  liors 
Tha  tuke  the  feild  thir  freikis  with  gi'it  force, 
With  all  thair  power  pertlie  on  the  plane,  38,905 

And  suappit  on  (phill  mony  ane  wes  slane. 
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Tha  bernis  big  sa  baldlie  all  tha  baid, 

On  euerilk  syde  so  greit  slauchter  wes  maid, 

That  pitie  wes  other  to  heir  or  se 

On  euerilk  syde  sa  mony  nobill  de.  38,9io 

Quha  had  bene  thair  tliat  tyrae  tha  mycht  haif  sene 

Thair  blude  like  burnis  rynnand  on  the  grene, 

That  all  the  strandis  neirby  quhair  tha  stude, 

Lyke  ony  burne  abundit  all  with  blude. 

The  Kent  men,  that  war  baith  stiff  and  cald,        38,915 

La  deid  als   thik  as  euir  la  scheip  in  fald. 

Syne  at  the  last  the  stour  it  wox  so  Strang, 

This  Canutus,  quhilk  fouchin  had  so  lang, 

And  of  liis  folk  levand  war  than  so  few, 

Seand  his  fa  sa  pertlie  him  perse w,  38,920 

With  the  small  power  in  the  tyme  he  lied, 

Turnit  his  bak  out  of  the  feild  and  fled. 

The  Scottis  tlian,  quliilk  war  neirby  confoundit, 

Mony  war  slane  and  mony  rycht  ill  woundit, 

And  fouchin  had  so  lang  into  that  place,  38,925. 

Forder  on  fit  micht  noch[t]  follow  on  the    cliace  ; 

And  in  the  tyme  had  bled  so  mekle  blude, 

Into  that  place  thairfoir  stane  stiU  tha  stude. 

The  Danis  all  that  fled  out  of  the  feild. 

So  werie  war  that  waponis  mycht  nocht  weild ;  38,930 

Als  in  the  tyme  tha  war  so  farlie  few, 

Dreidand  the  Scottis  suld  thame  sone  persew, 

On  to  ane  forrest  that  wes  neir  besyde 

Tha  bownit  thame  all  nycht  thairin  to   byde. 

And  thair  tha  la  with  greit  dolour  and  dreid,       38,935 

With  bludie  woundis  opnit  out  on  breid, 

Quhill  on  the  morne  that  tha  mycht  ken  the  da  ; 

And  quhen  tha  saw  tha  mycht  not  wjm  awa, 

Bot  gif  it  war  debaittit  with  thair  handis, 

Seand  that  tyme  in  sic  danger  it  standis,  38,940 

This  Canutus  foroutin  ony  leis, 

Send  to  the  king  beseikand  him  for  peice, 

Q   Q   2 
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With  quhat  conditioun  plesit  him  to  haue  ; 

Except  his  lyfe  and   honour  for  to  saue, 

He  countit  nocht   for  gold  or  other   geir,  38,945 

To  mak  an  end  of  all  that  stryfe  and  weir. 

Quhairof  king  Malcolme  wes  rycht  weill  content, 

So  wes  the  laue  with  all  thair  haill  consent, 

For  till  be  quyte  of  all  thair  wrak  and  wrang, 

And  greit  injure  lies  wrocht  on  thame  so  lang,     38,950 

In  tyme  to  cum  for  spilling  of  moir  blude  ; 

Als  in  the  tyme  rycht  weill  he  wnderstude, 

So  mony  men  war  loissit  in  that  weir, 

And  greit  riches  of  gold  and  vther  geir, 

In  tyme  to  cum  tha  mycht  nocht  weill  defend      38,955 

For  fait  of  men  and  money  for  to  spend, 

And  for  that  caus  rycht  weill  content  wes  lie 

For  to  mak  peax  and  lat  all  weiris  be. 


Lib. ll,f.  183b.  How  PeaX   WAS    MAID    BETUIX    THE    SCOTTIS   AND 

^*''*  ^-  THE   DANIS. 

Off  this  fassoun  as  ^e  sail  heir  but  leis, 

Betuix  thame  tua  that  tyme  thair  wes  maid         38,960 

peice  ; 
That  all  the  Danis  into  Murra  land, 
And  Buchane  als,  withoutin  ony  ganestand. 
Sail  pass  thair  wa  and  leve  that  land  als  fre, 
Befoir  that  tyme  as  it  wes  wont  to  be, 
And  neuir  agane  the  Scottis  to  invaid.  38,965 

Siclike  to  thame  the  Scottis  also  maid 
Ane  obleissing,  the  quhilk  be  than  richt  trew, 
With  mort  battell  tha  sould  neuir  thame  persew ; 
In  tyme  to  cum  thair  gude  freindis  to  be, 
Aganis  thame  make  no  help  nor  supple  38,970 

With  no  natioun,  to  do  thame  lak  or  skayth  : 
Of  this  conditioun  content  than  war  tha  bayth. 
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Tlie  secund  was,  that  all  the  place  and  plane, 

Into  the  feild  quhair  all  the  Danis  war  slane. 

That  king  Malcolme  of  his  auctoritie,  38,975 

Suld  cans  that  place  all  dedicat  to  be, 

And  big  ane  kirk,  and  feft  preistis  to  pray 

For  all  thair  soullis  ay  quhill  Dumisday : 

For-quhy  the  Danis  all,  baith  les  and  moir, 

Had  tane  the  faith  bot  laitlie  of  befoir :  38,980 

Off  this  conditioun  than  tha  half  maid  pece. 

The  Danis  all  syne  tuke  tliair  leve  but  leis, 

And  ilkane  vther  lies  tane  be  the  hand ; 

Syne  with  the  laue  that  wes  in  Murraland, 

Vpoune  ane  da  tha  fuir  all  to  the  fame,  38,985 

Befoir  the  wynd  in  Denmark  syne  past  hame. 

This  wes  the  end  of  gude  Malcolmus  weir  ; 

Fra  that  tyme  furth  tha  did  him  no  moir  deir. 

How    King    Malcolme     foundit     ane     Kirk 

QUHAIR  THE  DANIS  THAT  WAR  SLANE  WAR 
BUREIT;  and  how  HE  CAUSIT  THE  KiRKMEN 
AND  ClERGIE  convene  ANE  COUNSALL  FOR 
EeFORMATIOUN  of  ALL  FaLTIS,  AND  GUDE 
OrDOUR  to  be  TANE  THAIRIN. 

Syne  in  the  feild  ane  ku'k  he  lies  gart  found, 

And  dedicat  it  into  ane  compas  round,  38,990 

About  the  kirk  into  ane  cirkill  braid  ; 

Olawus  syne  to  thame  patroun  he  maid 

Of  that  same  kirk  quhair  bureit  war  tha  men, 

Quhilk  at  this  da  is  callit  now  Crowden : 

That  is  to  say  in  this  langage  perqueir,  38,995 

The  Danis  slauchter,  quha  lykis  to  heir. 

This  beand  done,  withoutin  ony  moir, 

The  kirkis  all  distroyit  war  befoir 

Be  the  Danis,  he  lies  gart  big  ilkane 

Farar  befar  of  lyme  and  poleist  stane ;  39,ooo 
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And  eiierie  village,  tour  and  toun  also, 

He  hes  gart  big,  and  mony  vther  mo. 

Syne  to  the  clergie  he  gaif  than  command, 

With  all  the  prelattis  that  war  in  the  land, 

Into  Bartha,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak,  39,005 

Ane  generall  counsall  in  the  tyme  to  mak  ; 

To  clenge  the  kirk  of  aU  vices  and  cryme. 

And  to  reforme  all  faltis  in  the  tyme, 

For  to  fulfill  the  la  wis  les  and  moir. 

Be  halie  faderis  that  war  maid  befoir  ;  39,010 

And  caus  the  kirkmen  of  sick  lyfe  to  be, 

Be  gude  exempill  and  auctoritie, 

Siclike  be  ressoun  as  tha  audit  to  haue, 

That  tha  ma  be  exempill  to  the  laue ; 

Quhilk  suld  half  knawledge  of  ill  and  gude  to      39,015 

ken. 
And  teich  the  lawis  to  wnletterit  men. 
With  gude  exempill  baith  in  word  and  werk, 
Quhilk  is  the  office  of  all  preist  and  clerk. 


How  King  Malcolme  convenit  ane   Counsall 
IN     Scone,     and      rewardit      his     Liegis 

HONESTLIE  ;  AND  HOW  THE  LORDIS  GRANTIT 
THAIR  WARDIS,  ReLEIFFIS,  AND  MARIAGIS  TO 
VPHALD   AND   HONOUR  THE   KiNG. 

Quhen  this  was  done  and  brocht  all  till  effect, 

This    gude    Malcolme   tliat   tyme   wald    noclit       39,020 

neglect 
His  liegis  all  that  tyme  baytli  les  and  moir, 
Sa  oft  with  him  had  bene  in  feild  befoir, 
And  sufferit  liad  greit  travell,  skayth  and  pane. 
And  tlia  also  tliat  liad  their  freindis  slane. 
For  thair  reward  he  hes  diuysit  sone  39,025 

Aue  generall  counsall  for  to  bald  in  Scone, 
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For  to  diuyss  with  his  auctoritie, 

How  euerie  man  rewardit  than  suld  be. 

And  so  he  thoch[t]  his  pepill  all  to  pleis, 

So  lang  befoir  had  bene  at  grit  vneis.  39,030 

Syne  into  Scone,  quhair  that  the  tryist  wes  set. 

With  all  liis  lordis  in  conventioun  met, 

Quhair  that  he  gaif  to  euerie  lord  and  laird. 

As  did  effeir  to  haif  for  his  reward  ; 

And  all  vther  efter  his  nobill  deid,  39,035 

His  landis  aU  that  war  of  lenth  and  breid, 

Except  small  rent  his  houshald  to  sustene, 

To  euerie  man,  as  my  author  did  mene, 

Gaiff  in  reward,  the  quhilk  wes  nocht  to  crave, 

To  euerie  man  as  he  wes  worth  to  haue.  39,040 

And  euerilk  man  ane  barroun  than  he  maid. 

To  quhome  he  gaif  thairof  his  landis  braid, 

Without  exceptione  bayth  to  ane  and  aw, 

With  sic  power  to  execute  the  law. 

Be  court  and  plane  as  vsit  in  thir  dais ;  39,045 

And  aU  siclike,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

Of  priuiledge  as  barronis  vsis  now, 

Wes  maid  that  tyme  as  I  haif  said  to  zow. 

Considderit  than  wes  with  the  lordis  all 

The  kingis  rent  ouir  sober  wes  and  small,  39,050 

Ynsufficient  ane  king  for  to  sustene 

In  sick  honour  befoir  [that]  tha  haif  bene; 

And  for  that  caus,  sen  he  wes  thair  cheif, 

Tha  maid  till  him  all  wardis  and  releif 

Of  euerie  land,  as  I  haif  said  to  tow,  39,055 

And  mariage  as  tha  ar  vsit  now. 

With  wit,  wisdome,  thus,  and  liberalitie, 

He  maid  ilkman  rich[t]  weill  content  [to]  be. 
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Off   the    Law,    Ohdinance,    and     Ordour    of 
Officiaris,  thair  Reward  and  Fe. 

That  samin  tyme,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

He  maid  the  law  qiihilk  keipit  is  thir  dais  39,060 

Of  ordinance  in  houshald  with  the  king, 

Ilk  officiar  and  als  all  vther  thing, 

Thair  name,  thair  office  and  auctoritie  ; 

And  for  thair  seruice  thair  reward  and  fe, 

Of  euerilk  office,  baith  in  hall  and  hour,  39,065 

Quhilk  keipit  is  vnchangit  to  this  hour. 

In  forme  and  effect  siclike  as  tha  war  than, 

In  nothing  changit  sen  tha  first  began. 


How  King  Malcolme  foundit  ane  Kirk  in 
wiRSCHiP  of  Sanct  Moloc,  and  doittit  to 
it    mony    Landis,    and    thairefter    levit 

LANG   IN   PeICE  AND   HeST. 

Quhen  all  sic  thing  wes  with  sic  wisdome  wrocht. 
The  vow  he  maid  that  tyme  fortet  he  nocht         39,070 
To  Sanct  Moloc  in  sic  necessitie, 
Lib.ii,f.i84.  Befoir  at  Murthlocht  maid  him  sic  supple, 
Aganis  the  Danis  laitlie  as  I  schew. 
This  gude  Malcome  thair  foundit  of  the  new 
Ane  plesand  kirk  of  poleist  stane  and  lyme,         39,075 
Ane  bischopis  sait  maid  eft[er]   in  the  tyme. 
And  all  the  land  betuix  Die  and  Spey, 
He  gaif  thairtill  withoutin  ony  pley, 
With  mony  kirk  and  mony  barony, 
In  that  same  land  that  lyis  neirhand  by.  39,080 

This  ilk  bischop,  as  that  my  author  sais, 
Than  Murthlesens  was  callit  in  tha  dais ; 
Sone  after  syne,  siclike  as  he  did  mene. 
He  callit  wes  bischop  of  Abirdene. 


Col.  1. 
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The  first  biscliop  that  euir  wes  of  that  seit,  09,085 

Wes  Beanus,  als  my  storie  dois  treit  ; 

Ane  halie  man,  as  now  my  author  grantis, 

And  numberit  now  in  lievin  amang  the  Sanctis. 

In  halie  kirk  we  sing  of  him  and  sa, 

Ilk  ^eir  by  leir  vpone  his  offerand  da.  39,090 

All  beand  done  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 

This  gude  Malcome  rycht  lang  and  mony  ieir, 

At  peax  and  rest  with  greit  prosperitie, 

With  his  liegis  in  greit  tranquillitie, 

His  kinrik  ay  foroutin  ony  cryme,  39,095 

Fra  that  tyme  furth  he  gydit  all  his  tyme, 

And  als  befoir,  as  it  wes  rycht  weill  kend, 

Fra  the  begynnyng  to  the  latter  end. 

Thocht  sum  man  said,  quhilk  semis  weill  to  be 

Of  lytill  fecc  or  tit  auctoritie,  39,100 

As  I  can  nocht  trow  sic  [ane]  thing  wes  trew, 

In  to  his  eild  to  sic  auerice  he  drew, 

With  sic  horror  that  I  can  nocht  rehers. 

No  tit  with  plesour  put  this  tyme  in  vers. 

For-quhy  I  traist,  as  semis  weill  to  me,  39,105 

For  puir  invy  that  it  sould  fenteit  be, 

Becaus  he  wes  of  justice  so  extreme  ; 

Be  all  ressone  I  can  na  vther  deme. 

So  gude  ane  king  as  he  wes  in  his  dais, 

So  godlie  als,  as  that  my  author  sais,  39,110 

So  just,  so  leill,  so  full  of  libertie, 

Wes  neuir  ^it  nor  neuir  tit  salbe. 

To  all  this  warld  as  it  is  rycht  weill  kend, 

So  just  ane  man  without  ane  blissit  end. 

Semdill  is  sene,  quhair  euir  men  ryde  or  saill,      39,115 

Ane  lamb  to  haif  ane  fraudfull  fox  [is]  taill, 

Quhilk  salbe  sene  als  sone,  sa  Christ  me  saue, 

As  vertuous  men  ane  wickit  end  to  haue. 

Vnsemand  is  to  wryt  in  ony  storie, 

Quliilk  sould  remane  ay  efter  in  memorie,  39,120 
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For  no  relatioun  other  aid  or  new, 
Without  it  be  apperand  to  be  trew, 
Or  dreid  men  sa  it  be  for  greit  invie. 
Of  gude  Malcome  siclike  this  tyme  trow  I, 
For  cans  sumtyme  he  wairnit  thame  thair  will,    39,125 
Thairfoir  of  him  that  gart  thame  speik  sic  ill ; 
As  Weill  ma  be,  he  that  that  storie  drew 
Louit  him  nocht,  as  I  traist  weill  wes  trew, 
For  sum  displesour  he  had  done  befoir 
To  him  or  his,  other  les  or  moir ;  39,130 

Quhilk  causit^  him  so  far  than  for  to  fente, 
Suppois  he  had  bot  litill  cans  to  plenie. 
And  how  it  wes,  as  my  author  said  me, 
Heir  sail  I  tell,  judge  le  the  veritie, 
Bot  I  myself  can  nocht  traist  it  be  trew.  39,135 

Into  his  age  to  sic  auerice  he  drew, 
That  he  forthocht  in  the  tyme  full  soir 
All  the  reward  that  he  had  giffin  befoir, 
Becaus  he  wes  in  his  substance  so^  thyn, 
Fenteand  ane  cans  quhair  riches  wes  to  wyn,       39,140 
And  rakkit  nocht,  suppois  it  wes  nocht  trew, 
Col.  2.        With  colorit  law  ryclit  mony  saikles  slew. 
And  mony  als  put  to  perpetuall  pane, 
His  land  and  riches  to  recouer  agane. 
Quhairfoir  the  lordis,  my  author  did  tell,  39,145 

Conventioun  maid  and  thocht  for  to  rebell 
Agane  Malcome,  that  wes  thair  prince  and  king, 
So  vertuous  wes  in  mony  sindrie  thing. 


»  In  MS.  tt/me  of.  |      ■'  In  MS.  to. 
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How   GUDE    King    Malcolme  was   slane,   and 
HOW  tha  that  slew  him  endit,  and  of  his 

BURIALL   IN   lONA  YlE. 

That  saraiu  tyme  in  Glames  on  ane  nyclit, 

This  ilk  Malcolme  lang  or  the  da  wes  lycht,         39,150 

Freindis  of  tliame  be  justice  he  had  slane 

Into  liis  chalmer  enterit  with  ane  trane 

Be  his  seruandis,  as  that  my  author  schew, 

And  in  his  bed  this  king  Malcolme  tha  slew, 

Syne  staw  away  quhen  that  the  deid  wes  done.  39,155 

On  fit  and  hors  syne  war  tha  socht  full  sone, 

Quliilk  wes  in  wynter  in  ane  kne  deip  snaw, 

Quhairfoir  the  way  wes  wnreddie  to  knaw. 

Thir  murderaris  than  for  tliair  deid  that  dred, 

With  so  greit  haist  into  the  tyme  tha  fled,  39,160 

And  tha  that  tyme  war  nocht  rycht  weill  be- 

knawin, 
The  snaw  also  leit  nocht  the  gait  be  schawin, 
Or  euir  tha  wist  on  Forres  loch  tha  ran, 
Wnder  the  ische  syne  drownit  thair  ilkman. 
Lang  efter  syne  quhen  that  the  ise  wes  fawin,     39,165 
Thir  deid  bodeis  out  of  the  loch  wer  drawin, 
And  on  ane  gallons  hangit  syne  rycht  he, 
Ane  Weill  lang  tyme  that  mony  man  mycht  se  ; 
Syne  of  the  gallous  efter  war  tane  doun 
And  quarterit  war,  and  send  to  euerie  toun  39,170 

Of  sum  ane  leg,  and  other  sum  ane  arme. 
To  represent  the  greit  tressone  and  harme, 
Tha[t]  tha  had  done  with  sic  crudelitie. 
And  till  all  vther  exempill  to  be, 

In  tyme  to  cum  to  Avirk  sic  violence,  39,175 

As  to  put  handis  in  ony  king  or  prince. 
The  teir  of  God  ane  thousand  and  fourtie, 
And  of  his  ring  als  threttie  wes  gone  })y, 
With  greit  murnyng  than  bayth  of  riche  and  puir. 
In  lona  Yle  wes  put  in  sepulture.  39,i8o 
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As  for  his  deid  I  traist  weill  it  wes  trew, 

Be  sick  tressoun  as  that  the  storie  schew, 

And  for  sick  also  rycht  weill  trow  I, 

He  wes  so  just  and  for  na  vther  quhy, 

Sum  of  thair  clan  that  of  thair  deid  thocht  39,185 

schame. 
To  clenge  the  laif  of  sic  tressoun  and  blame, 
Rycht  subtillie  hes  fenteit  sic  ane  eaus, 
Sayand  it  wes  for  breking  of  the  lawis. 
As  mister  is  sum  sonie  to  be  hed, 
Quhen  that  ane  bame  befyllit  hes  the  bed,  39,190 

With  so  greit  schame  dar  nother  speik  or  luke. 
Loving  to  God  heir  endis  the  elevint  buik. 

Lib.  1 2, f.  184b.  How    DUNCANE,    Oy     TO    GUDE     KiNG    MaLCOLME, 

^°^-  ^-  WAS   CROWNIT  King   efter  him,  and  of  his 

DeIDIS  ;    AND   HOW     BaNQUHO     WAS     SEND    TO 

MakDouald  with  MakCobey,  and  of  thair 
Deidis. 

Efter  the  deith  of  gude  Malcolme  the  king, 

Duncane  ^  his  oy  succeidit  to  his  ring, 

His  dochteris  sone,  be  my  author  to  trow,  39,195 

Quhilk  weddit  wes  with  the  Abthan  of  Dow, 

That  all  the  Ylis  had  also  in  cuir. 

This  ilk  ladie  Duncane  to  him  scho  buir, 

Quhilk  crownit  wes  vpoun  the  marbell  stone, 

"With  haill  consent  of  euerie  lord  ilkone.  39,200 

The  secund  dochter  of  gude  Malcolme  the  king. 

The  Thane  of  Glames  weddit  with  ane  ring, 

That  Makcobey,  quhilk  wes  bayth  Strang  and 

stuir. 
This  ilk  ladie  to  that  same  lord  scho  buir ; 
Of  quhome  efter  within  ane  litill  s]3ace,  39,205 

I  ^  sail  schaw  low  quhen  I  half  tyme  and  place, 

•  In  MS.  Donald.  '  |        -  In  MS.  And. 
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This  king  Duncane  so  arcli  ane  man  wes  he, 

Meticnlus  Avithout  strenuetie, 

So  mercifull  into  justice  and  law, 

That  his  liegis  stude  of  him  lytill  aw.  39,210 

To  reif  or  steill  tha  sparit  nocht  that  tyme, 

Wes  no  punitioun  for  sic  deid  or  cryme  ; 

Tliat  euerie  man,  at  his  plesour  and  will, 

Did  as  him  list  than  vther  gude  or  ill. 

Ane  man  of  gude,  my  author  tellis  so,  39,215 

The  quhilk  to  name  wes  callit  than  Banquho, 

Off  blude  royall  ane  nobill  man  wes  he. 

So  hapnit  him  in  Lochquhaber  to  be, 

Gatherand  the  kingis  fermis  and  his  maill, 

That  samin  tyme  withoutin  ony  faill,  39,220 

To  him  tha  did  richt  greit  injure  and  wrang, 

Reft  him  his  geir  and  put  him  self  in  thrang  ; 

Scant  with  his  lyfe  he  chaipit  than  awa. 

Quhen  he  come  hame,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Befoir  the  king  and  all  the  lordis  schev/  39,225 

Ilk  word  by  word  as  hapnit  on  the  new. 

The  king,  thairof  the  quhilk  wes  nocht  content, 

Richt  suddantlie  ane  herald  to  thame  sent, 

Commandand  thame  to  cum,  bayth  ane  and  aw, 

Befoir  the  Idng  thair  for  to  thoill  the  law ;  39,230 

The  quhilk  herald,  as  that  my  author  schew, 

Ryclit  cruellie  that  samin  tyme  tha  slew. 

To  be  revengit  of  that  lak  and  schame, 

Ane  nobill  man,  callit  Malcolme  to  name, 

The  king  hes  send  with  haill  auctoritie,  39,235 

Of  that  injuris  for  to  revengit  be. 

Of  thir  tratouris  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 

Ane  bellomye  wes  callit  Makdouald, 

With  greit  power  into  the  samin  quhile, 

Of  Lome,  Lochquhaber,  and  also  of  Argyle,  39,240 

And  of  the  Ylis  in  the  samin  tyme, 

Quhilk  counsallouris  befoir  wes  of  that  cryme. 
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And  gaif  this  Malcolme  battell  on  ane  plane, 
Quliair  that  the  maist  part  of  his  men  war  slane ; 
Him  self  also  wes  tane  into  the  steid,  39,245 

Syne  efterwart  put  cruellie  to  deid. 
Quhen  all  the  cace  syne  of  this  cruell  cryme, 
To  king  Duncane  wes  schawin  in  the  tyme, 
So  full  of  dreid  and  dred  [he]  wes  that  da, 
Scant[lie]  he  wist  ane  word  than  quhat  to  sa.      39,250 
And  suddantlie  ane  counsall  he  gart  call, 
Exponand  syne  the  caus  befoir  thame  all, 
And  of  thair  counsall  hes  diuysit  sone. 
Into  that  cace  quhat  best  is  to  be  done  ; 
And  euerie  man,  ay  as  he  vnderstude,  39,255 

Gaif  his  counsall  apperand  to  be  gude. 
This  Makcobey,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 
Ane  berne  he  wes  richt  bellicois  and  bald, 
Befoir  the  king  that  tyme  he  tuke  on  hand, 
Plesit  his  grace  for  to  resing  that  land  39,260 

To  him  that  tyme,  with  haill  auctoritie. 
And  to  Banquho  his  collig  for  to  be. 
Of  quhilk  Banquho  I  schew  iow  of  befoir. 
He  maid  ane  vow  withoutin  ony  moir, 
Col.  2.     This  Makdouald,  for  all  his  freindis  feid,  39,265 

To  bring  to  him  sone  other  quick  or  deid. 
Thairof  the  king  wes  rycht  hartlie  content, 
And  suddanelie  thir  samin  tua  he  sent 
With  greit  power,  syne  efter  on  ane  da, 
Quhill  that  tha  come  into  Lochquhabria.  39,270 

The  men  of  gude  that  wes  with  Makdouald, 
Of  his  cuming  fra  tyme  that  tha  hard  tald, 
For  feir  of  him  so  soir  that  tyme  tha  dred, 
Richt  far  awa  in  sindrie  partis  fled, 
For  the  most  part  that  men  of  gude  war  all,       39,275 
And  left  Makdouald  with  ane  power  small. 
Syne  efterwart,  the  quhilk  to  him  wes  force, 
With  Makcobene,  bayth  on  fit  and  hors, 
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He  faucht  in  feild  vpone  ane  plesand  plane, 

For  the   maist   part  qubair  all  his  men  war  39,280 

slane  ; 
Him  self  also,  with  few  feiris  that  tyde, 
Fled  to  ane  castell  that  wes  neir  besyde. 
This  Makcobene  fast  followit  with  gude  will, 
And  suddantlie  he  laid  ane  seig  thairtill. 
This  Makdouald  rycht  weill  that  tyme  he  knew,  39,285 
And  Makcobene  lang  seiging  wald  persew, 
Magree  his  will  that  he  wald  win  that  hous, 
Thairfoir  to  him  without  ony  rebous, 
Richt  suddantlie  ane  seruand  he  hes  send 
To  Makcobene,  the  quhilk  hes  maid  him  kend,      39,290 
Tliis  Makdouald,  and  he  wald  saue  his  lyfe. 
His  barnis  alss,  his  seruandis  and  his  wyfe, 
Into  the  tyme  without  stop  or  ganestand 
He  suld  resing  the  hous  into  his  hand. 
For  Makcobene  tliairto  wald  nocht  consent,  39,295 

This  Makdouald,  rycht  cruell  of  intent, 
Agane  his  will  or  dreid  he  suld  be  tone, 
Baith  wyfe  and  bamis  in  the  tyme  ilkone, 
Rycht  cruellie  with  his  awin  handis  slew. 
And  syne  him  self,  as  my  author  me  schew,  39,300 

He  slew  also  into  the  samin  tyme  : 
So  endit  he  committit  had  sic  cryme. 
This  Makcobene  at  greit  lasar  and  lenth, 
Syne  tuke  the  hous  that  wes  of  so  grit  strenth, 
This  Makdouald  quhair  he  fand  lyand  deid,  39,305 

Quhomeof  that  he  hes  gart  stryke  [of]  the  heid ; 
The  bodie  syne  he  hes  gart  hyng  rycht  he 
Vpoune  ane  gallous  that  all  man  mycht  se. 
The  heid  to  Bertha  till  the  kino-  he  send, 
And  all  the  laif,  quhair  tha  war  knawin  and      39,310 

kend. 
He  puneist  hes  ilkone  as  tha  maid  cans  ; 
So  just  he  wes  to  execute  the  lawis. 


G24  THE   BUIK    OF   THE 

Qulien  this  wes  done  tha  weiris  all   did  ceis, 
And  all  Scotland  wes  in  gude  rest  and  peice ; 
Quhill  efterwart,  as  I  sail  to  iow  tell,  39,315 

Sic  aventur  as  in  Ingknd  befell. 
Schort  quhile  befoir,  as  I  schew  to   tow  than, 
This  king  Sueno,  the  quhilk  that  Ingland  wan, 
Thre  sonis  had  rycht  plesand  and  preclair ; 
His  eldest  sone  quhilk  wes  his  lauchtfull  air,        39,320 
Hei'aldus  heclit,  as  ze  sail  vnderstand, 
Efter  his  deid  he  maid  king  of  Ingland. 
The  secund  sone,  that  callit  wes  Sueno, 
Siclike  of  Norrawa  maid  him  king  also. 
Qnwtus  the  thrid  and  last  of  his  ofspring,  39,325 

That  toungest  wes,  of  Denmark  he  maid  king. 
Lib.i2,  f.i85.  Than  king  Eldreid,  of  quhome  befoir  spak  I, 
The  quhilk  Sueno  baneist  in  Normondy, 
Qvihair  he  remanit  ay  still  in  that  steid 
Onto  the  tyme  that  this  Sueno  wes  deid  ;  39,330 

Syne  in  the  thrid  teir  of  Heraldus  ring, 
Quhilk  efter  him  of  Ingland  that  wes  king, 
Come  liame  agane  with  pover  of  the  new, 
And  in  the  feild  this  ilk  Herald  he  slew, 
And  conqueist  hes  his  kinrik  and  his  ring.  39,335 

Kneutus  that  tyme  of  Denmark  that  wes  king, 
Quhen  that  he  knew  how  his  bruther  wes  slane, 
Withoutin  rest  no  langar  wald  remane. 
With  greit  power  he  come  into  Ingland. 
Sone  efter  syne,  as  ^e  sail  wnderstand,  39,340 

This  ilk  Eldreid  in  plane  battell  he  slew, 
And  occupyit  all  Ingland  of  the  new. 
Eldredus  sone  neirby  that  samyn  tyde, 
Quhilk  callit  wes  Edmound  of  Irnesyid, 
That  samin  tyme  with  greit  power  and  mycht     39,345 
Agane  Canutus  to  reskew  his  richt, 
And  to  reveng  his  fatheris  deid  also. 
He  tuik  the  feild  aganis  him  for  till  go. 
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With  bernis  bald  that  waponis  weill  culd  weikl, 

On  euerie  syde  tlia  stude  in  rayit  feild,  39,350 

Reddie  to  fecht  thir  freikis  that  war  fell. 

This  ilk  Edmound,  as  my  author  did  tell, 

Vnto  his  strenth  so  greit  credence  he  gaif, 

Of  Canutus  desyrand  for  to  half 

Singular  battell  betuix  thame  hand  for  hand,        39,855 

And  all  the  laif  still  in  an-ay  to  stand. 

And  tha  to  fecht  in  middis  of  the  feild, 

Betuix  thair  oistis  thair  with  speir  and  scheild, 

And  nocht  to  spill  so  mekill  blude,  for-thi 

Quhilk  of  thame  tua  that  wan  the  victory,  39,360 

Without  demand  to  bruke  Ingland  for  euir  : 

Cheis    him,    he    said,    quhilk  of  thame    he    had 

lever, 
Hand  for  hand  with  him  in  battell  go, 
Or  ost  for  ost  gif  he  wald  nocht  do  so. 
This  Canutus  thairof  wes  weill  content ;  39,365 

Syne  suddanelie  of  ilk  syde  with  consent, 
Thir  beirnis  bald  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 
Betuix  thair  men  in  middis  of  the  feild, 
Ane    lang    quhile    faucht   quhill    tha   wox   irk   and 

tyrit ; 
Syne  at  the  last  this  ilk  Kneutus  desyrit  39,370 

This  ilk  Edmound  to  ho  and  hald  his  hand. 
To  heir  his  talk  ane  litle  quhile  and  stand. 
This  ilk  Edmound  agane  said,  "With  gude  will." 
This  wes  the  talk  quhilk  that  he  said  him  till : 
"  Gif  plesis  the  this  kinrik  to  diuyde  39,375 

"  Betuix  ws  tua  rycht  equalie  this  tyde, 
"  Quhairthrow  all  wrang  and  sic  weiris  ma  ceis, 
"  Syne  euirmoir  to  leif  in  rest  and  peice, 
*'  And  leif  sic  battell  and  sic  tornament." 
This  ilk  Edmound  thairof  wes  weill  content ;         39,380 
Syne  suddantlie  befoir  thair  men  ilkone, 
Ather  hes  other  intill  armes  tone, 

VOL.  n.  R  R 
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And  maid  freindscliip  without  impediment ; 
The  laif  thairof  war  all  hartlie  content. 
Betuix  tliame  tuo  the  kinrik  to  diuyde,  39,385 

The  southmest  part  la  narrest  France  that  tyde, 
This  ilk  Canutus  gat  than  to  his  daill, 
The  tother  part  this  Edmonnd  gat  alhaill. 
Emma,  the  wyfe  of  Eldred  last  gone  by, 
The  dukis  dochter  wes  of  Normondy,  39,390 

His  latter  wyfe,  to  him  tua  sonnis  buir, 
In  Ingland  than  the  quhilk  scho  had  in  cuir, 
Alarud  and  toung  Edward  also, 
Seand  sic  peax  betuix  thir  kingis  tuo, 
Scho  tuke  hir  leif  that  samin  tyme  for-thy,  39,395 

With  baith  hir  sonis  passit  in  Normondy : 
Col.  2.       And  tliair  scho  did  with  hir  father  remane, 
Come  neuir  in  Ingland  ^it  sensyne  agane. 


How   SuENO,   King   of   Nokrowa,  purposit  in 
Ingland  to  visie  his    Bruthepv  Canutus, 

AND     THAIREFTER    COME    IN     SCOTLAND;     AND 

HOW   King  Duncane  met  him  with  greit 
Power  at  Culrois. 

Canutus  bruther,  callit  wes  Sueno, 

Of  Norroway  king,  my  author  sais  so,  39,400 

And  eldar  als,  befoir  as  I  ^ow  schew, 

In  that  same  tyme  quhen  he  perfetlie  knew 

How  Canutus,  than  toungar  wes  no  he, 

Into  Ingland  had  sic  auctoritie. 

For  to  be  equall  with  him  in  impyre,  39,405 

This  ilk  Sueno  that  tyme  had  greit  desyre. 

Quhairfoir  he  set  ane  naving  to  the  se. 

With  all  the  power  that  he  doucht  to  be. 

With  plane  purpois  to  pas  into  Scotland  ; 

Trowand  that  tyme,  l^ut  stop  or  ^it  ganestand,     39,410 
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For  to  subdew  at  his  plesour  and  will 

Scotland  alhaill,  and  ilkman  tliairintill. 

Syne  on  tlie  [se]  "svith  mony  bark  and  barge, 

And  saillit  on  ane  lang  tyme  and  ane  large, 

Quliill  that  tha  enterit  in  the  water  of  Forth.      39,415 

Syne  on  the  syde  that  narrest  wes  the  north, 

Tha  saw  most  ganand  for  to  tak  the  land ; 

And  so  tha  did  withoutin  ony  ganestand 

In  that  same  place,  gif  that  I  rycht  suppois, 

Quhair  standis  now  the  abba  of  Culrois.  39,420 

Fra  thair  cuming  wes  to  king  Duncane  tald, 

Without  respect  no  langar  tarie  wald. 

He  come  and  met  thame  with  ane  greit  armie 

Of  all  the  power  that  he  doucht  to  be. 


How  King  Duncane  maid  Battell  with  Sueno, 
King  of  Norroway. 

And  Makcobey  the  vangard  had  to  gyde  ;  39,425 

Ban(j[uho  the  wyng  vpoun  the  tother  syde. 

Duncane  him  self  into  the  middill  ward, 

With  mony  lord  wes  gydar  of  that  gaird. 

In  that  same  place  of  quhome  befoir  I  scliew, 

Rycht  mony  standart  wes  of  staitlie  hew,  39,430 

And  mony  baner  that  war  brodin  bricht, 

Aboue  thair  held  war  haldin  vpon  hiclit : 

And  mony  pynsall  payntit  wer  full  proude. 

And  mony  bugill  that  war  blawand  loude. 

And  mony  trumpet  into  sindrie  tune,  39,435 

Smn  into  bas,  and  sum  in  alt  abone. 

With  felloun  force  thir  freikis  syne  tuke  feild, 

And  knokit  on  quhill  [mony]  knycht  wes  keild  ;^ 


•  In  MS.  knychtheid  than  hneild. 
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And  mony  berne,  with  bludie  woundis  reid, 
On  euery  syde  that  samin  da  la  deid.  39,440 

Still  that  tha  faucht  quhill  cuming  wes  the  nycht ; 
The  Scottis  than,  becaus  tha  wantit  licht, 
Tha  drew  abak  all  intill  ordour  gude  ; 
SicHke  the  Danis  than  in  ordour  stude, 
Neirby  the  feild  as  my  author  recordis.  39,445 

This  king  Duncan  e,  throw  counsall  of  his  lord  is. 
That  samin  nycht  skaillit  his  oist  on  da, 
And  syne  him  self  to  Bartha  tuke  the  wa. 
This  Makcobey,  quhilk  wes  for  to  commend, 
For  new  power  on  the  north  he  send,  39,450 

And  mony  vther  in  that  tyme  betuene ; 
Lib.i2,f.i85b.  Syne  set  ane  da  quhen  tha  sould  all  convene, 
Col.  1.       ^j^^  jjg  ^^^  Banquho  in  the  samin  tyde, 

Quhill  that  tha  come,  baith  in  Bartha  suld  byde. 

The  Danis  quhilk^  stude  on  thair  feit  all  nycht,  39,455 

Bydand  for  battell  quhill  the  da  wes  licht. 

Syne  on  the  morne,  quhen  that  the  da  wox  cleir. 

And  tha  saw  no  man  in  thair  sicht  appeii*, 

Tha  traistit  all  the  Scottis  than  had  fled. 

And  for  that  caus  the  moir  curage  tha  hed  ;  39,460 

Trowand  so  weill  without  stop  or  ganestand, 

At  thair  plesour  for  to  weild  all  Scotland. 

And  for  that  caus  that  I  half  to  iow  schawin, 

As  all  Scotland  that  tyme  had  bene  thair  awin, 

This  ilk  Sueno  gart  in  his  oist  proclame,  39,465 

In  tyme  to  cum  no  man  suld  start  on  plane 

The  puir  pepill  quhilk  in  his  grace  that  stude, 

With  na  injure  nother  of  fyre  nor  blude. 

To  Bartha  syne  he  tuke  the  narrest  way, 

To  seig  the  toun  quhair  that  king  Duncane  lay.    39,470 

Sjne  to  the  toun  rycht  mony  salt  gart  set. 

With  all  ingyne  than  that  tha  doucht  to  get, 

'  In  MS.  quhill. 
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Continuallie  quhill  aucht  dais  to  end. 

Tlian  king  Duncane,  as  this  Banqulio  him  kend, 

To  Makcobey  he  send  into  the  tyde,  39,475 

Commandand  him  still  with  his  ost  till  byde 

At  Tulenum,  thair  to  remane  ay  still, 

Onto  the  tyme  that  he  send  word  him  till. 

How  King  Duncane  send  ane  Messinger  to 

SUENO,  AND  HOW  SUENO  SEND  ANE  AGANE 

TO  King  Duncane,  and  of   his  Ansuer. 

To  Sueno  syne  ane  messinger  he  send, 

Quhilk  schew  to  him  as  Banquho  had  him  kend,  39,480 

That  is  to  say,  he  wald  gif  ouir  the  toun, 

Sua  that  he  wald  richt  frelie,  but  ransone, 

Mak  his  till  pas  and  all  the  laif  thairin, 

With  wyfe  and  barne  and  guidis  mair  and  myn ; 

Sua  that  he  wald  gif  pledgis  to  do  sa,  39,485 

Syne  grant  ane  herald  of  his  awin  till  go 

To  king  Duncane,  for  to  conclude  this  thinfj. 

Content  thairof  wes  this  Sueno  the  king. 

This  ilk  herald,  quhen  he  come  in  the  toun, 

Befoir  king  Duncane  on  his  kne  sat  doun,  39,490 

And  hailsit  him  than  of  ane  humbill  wyiss. 

The  king  agane  hes  causit  him  till  ryiss, 

With  feinteit  fair  he  gart  him  trow  and  weyne, 

That  he  no  langar  mycht  that  seig  sustene. 

Syne  quietlie  togidder  tha  did  roun  39,495 

The  fassoun  how  he  wald  gif  ouir  the  toun ; 

And  for  his  kyndnes  also  wald  him  send 

Bayth  wyne  and  aill,  sayand  rycht  weill  he  kend 

That  Swenois  victuall  growand  wes  rycht  scant ; 

He  had  aneuch,  thairof  he  sould  nocht  want         39  500 

Of  wyne  and  aill,  and  als  victuall  at  will, 

Quhairof  aneuche  that  he  sould  send  him  till, 

So  he  wald  be  courtas  to  Iiim  agane. 

Thia  messinger  no  langar  wald  remane, 
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Bot  passit  liame  and  takl  the  maner  lioAV  39,505 

To  king  Sueno,  as  I  liaif  tald  to  low  ; 
Qnliairof  king  Sueno  wes  ryclit  weill  content, 
So  wes  the  laif  quhilk  wer  so  indigent 
Off  meit  and  di-ink,  quhilk  wes  thair  lyvis  fude, 
And  all  sic   thing   that   tyme   micht   do   thame   39,510 
gude. 

How  King  Duncane  send  the  Wyne  and  Aill 

BROWIN   with   MUKIL  WoRT    TO   KiNG  SUENO, 
QUHAIRWITH    THAI     WAR     ALL     DROKIN  ;     AND 
Col.  2.  HOW    MAKCOBEY    COME    TO    THAIR   CAMP    AND 

SLEW   THAME   SLEIPAND, 

Ane^  herb  in  Scotland  growis  heir  at  hame, 

Quliilk  callit  is  the  mukilwort  to  name, 

Is  of  sic  kynd,  quha  lykis  to  tak  keip, 

Quha  previs  it  so  sadlie  garris  tliame  sleip, 

Quhilk  puttis  thame  in  perrell  of  the  deid,  39,616 

Without  richt  [sune]  that  tlia  get  sum  remeid  ; 

And  als  thairwith  this  herb  is  of  sic  kynd. 

It  makis  men  as  tha  war  by  thair  mynd. 

This  ilk  Banqulio,  the   quhilk  the  aill  gart  brew, 

Of  thir  herbis,  quhairof  he  had  anew,  39,620 

In  sindrie  partis  growand  quhair  he  gat, 

Amang  the  aill  gart  tume^  thame  in  the  fat ; 

Ac  leit  it  stand  at  greit  laser  and  lenth, 

Quhill  that  the  aill  tuke  all  the  jus  and  strenth 

Out   of  that  herb,  and  wes  of  that  same  kynd,    39,525 

To  gar  men  sleip  oi-  than  go  by  thair  mynd. 

Of  tha  herbis  also  richt  mony  one, 

He  hes  gart  bra  into  ane  mortar  stone, 

And  throw  ane  claith  drew  all  the  jus  out  syne. 

And  ill  the  tunnis  gart  put  amang  the  wyne ;     39,530 


» In  MS.  Jn.  I      «  In  MS.  fune. 
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Quhairof  the  wyne  tuke  all  the  nature  haill 

Of  that  same  herb,  siclike  as  did  the  aill. 

This  wyne  and  aill  syne  haif  tha  maid  till  go 

Abundantlie  vnto  this  king  Sweno  ; 

New  baikin  breid,  and  beif  that  wes  rycht  salt,  39,535 

Quhairof  the  Danis  had  that  tyme  greit  fait, 

And  all  sic  thing  micht  gif  tliame  appetyte, 

Thairof  to  drink  and  for  to  tak  delyte. 

This  king  Sweno  quhairof  he  wes  richt  glaid. 

And  coui-taslie  to  tha  seruandis  he  said ;  39,510 

"  Of  my  behalf,''  he  said,  "  gude  fi-eindis,  thank 

pur  king, 
"  The  quhilk  to  me  so  glaidlie  send  sic  thing, 
"  Abundantlie  of  so  gude  meit  and  drink, 
"  The  quhilk  I  traist  that  he  sail  nocht  forthink 
"  Within  schort  quliile,  and  I  be  for  to  trow  :"    39,545 
Quhilk  wes  richt  trew  suppois  he  wist  nocht  how. 
That  samin  da  quhair  tha  sat  at  the  dyne, 
Tha  eit  and  drank  baytli  of  the  aill  and  wyne, 
Richt  mirrely  ay  wauchtand  round  about ; 
At  euirilk  draucht  tha  play  it  ay  cop  out.  30,550 

Sueno  him  self,  with  all  his  strenthis  straw e. 
In  his  drinking  for  till  exceid  the  lawe; 
So  did  tha  all,  quhiU  tha  war  als  bout  fow. 
And  also  slepie,  as  wes  ony  sow. 

The  fair  wordis  tha  gat  with  sic  effect,  39,555 

It  causit  thame  to  liald  no  man  suspect ; 
Traistand  that  tyme  all  sould  haue  bene  thair  awin, 
So  greit  kyudnes  to  thanie  that  tyme  wes  schawin, 
So'  thankfuUie  and  hartlie  with  gude  will. 
Greit  folie  wes  to  gif  sic  traist  thairtill,  39,660 

And  of  thame  selffis  to  tak  sic  litill  keip, 
That  lang  or  midnycht  fell  rycht  sound  on  aleip  : 

'  In  MS.  To. 
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Throw  greit  exces  tha  tuke  of  aill  and  wyne, 
Tliat  all  that  nycht  tha  sleipit  still  like  swyne. 
This  king  Duncane  all  that  cans  weill  knew,        S9,565 
To  Makcobey  he  send  richt  sone  and  schew 
Alhaill  the  fassoun  that  tyme  les  and  moir, 
Ilk  word  be  word  as  ^e  half  hard  befoir; 
Conamandand  him  in  all  the  haist  he  ma, 
To  Bertha  toun  to  speid  him  lang  or  da,  39,570 

With  all  his  oist  se  that  it  sould  be  done. 
And  tak  the  tyme  sen  it  wes  oportune. 
This  Makcobey,  in  all  the  haist  he  mycht, 
Come  to  the  toun  lang  or  it  wes  midnycht ; 
Lib.i2,f.i86.    Syne  throw  the  toun  all  passit  in  array,  39,575 

■    •       On  to  the  place  quhair  that  thir  Danis  lay 
All  sound  on  sleip,  drunkin  as  ony  swyne, 
So  greit  exces  tha  tuke  of  aill  and  wyne. 
The  tentis  all  quhair  that  the  Danis  la, 
Richt  sone  tha  smytit  the  cordis  all  in  tua,  39,580 

And  leit  the  tentis  fall  abone  thair  heid, 
Syne  in  thair  beddis  dang  thame  all  to  deid. 
Or  tha  walknit,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Rycht  mony  thousand  war  slane  quhair  tha  la ; 
And  tha  that  walknit  that  tyme  out  of  sleip,       39,585 
Tha  war  als  blait  and  basit  as  ane  scheip  ; 
And  vther  sum  war  of  ane  vther  kynd, 
Richt  mad  and  mangit,  wod  out  of  thair  mynd. 
Without  defence  sua  war  tha  all  ilkone, 
Quhill    all   war  slane,  rycht    few    or    none  wer     39,590 

tone, 
Exceptand  ten  that  nycht  that  tuke  na  sleip, 
The  quhilk  war  maid  that  nycht  the  king  to  keip, 
And  for  that  cans  drank  nother  wyne  no  aill. 
Into  thair  cuir  in  dreid  that  tha  suld  faill. 
Thir  few  feiris,  first  qulien  tha  hard  the  fray,      39,595 
Tha  passit  all  to  Sueno  quhair  he  lay, 
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To  walkin  him  that  tyme  quhair  he  did  ly, 

Qulnlk  for  thame  all,  nother  for  schout  nor  cry, 

He  walkin  wald,  or  ^it  ane  word  wald  heir, 

Or  for  na  stryking  fit  or  hand  wald  steir ;  39,600 

Bot  sleipand  la,  ay  snorand  lyke  ane  sow, 

Of  aill  and  wyne  wes  fillit  than  sa  fow. 

Than  vp  tha  tuke  him  sleipand  in  that  steid, 

Sura  be  the  feit  and  sum  als  be  the  heid, 

And  buir  him  sleipand  evin  on  as  he  la,  39,605 

On  till  ane  boit  wes  neirhand  by  on  Ta ; 

To  Tayis  mouth,  quhair  all  thair  schippis  raid, 

Tha  rowit  syne  richt  bisselie  but  baid. 

Syne  on  the  morne  passit  to  Norrowa, 

All  in  ane  schip  wes  left  levand  that  da,  39,6io 

Of  the  greit  oist  king  Sueno  with  him  brocht, 

Fra  Norrowa  sa  far  wes  put  to  nocht. 

The  schipmen  als  come  to  the  camp  alhaill. 

To  get  thair  part  of  that  gude  wyne  and  aill, 

Quhairof  tha  had  greit  fait  that  tyme  befoir ;       39,615 

Quhilk  efterwart  tha  mycht  forthink  euirmoir, 

The  Scottis  countit  thair  lawing  so  deir: 

That  samyn  nycht  that  I  half  said  iow  heir, 

Exceptand  ten  thair  king  awa  that  hed, 

For  thair  lawing  held  all  the  laif  in  wed.  39,620 

The  schipmen  als  of  thame  wer  left  so  few. 

And  in  that  tyme  the  wynd  so  heich  it  blew, 

Tha  war  so    scant,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Tha  passit  all  into  ane  schip  awa. 

And  king  Sueno  also  with  other  ten.  33,625 

Tliir  schippis  all,  without  victuall  or  men, 

Tha  left  on  Tay  rydand  neirby  the  cost, 

"Within  schort  quhile  quhair  tha  war  ilkane  lost. 

On  the  third  da,  as  my  author  me  schew, 

So  stiff  ane  storm  into  the  se  thair  blew,  39,630 

Withoutin  gyde  quhair  that  tha  Avar  alane, 

Furth  befoir  Tay  tha  drownit  thair  ilkane  ; 
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Within  tua  myle  and  les  to  the  se  bank, 
Into  ane  place  togidder  all  tha  sank. 
Syne  with  the  passage  inwart  of  the  flude,  39,635 

And  outwart  als,  in  that  place  quhair  tha  stude, 
As  that  the  flude  come  rynnand  by  the  land, 
Amang  tha  schippis  warpit  in    the  sand, 
The  quhilk  remanit  ay  still  in  that  place. 
Ay  moir  and  moir  onto  so  lang  ane  space,  39,640 

With  sic  abundance  on  euerilk  hand, 
Quhill  that  it  grew  in  ane  greit  bed   of  sand. 
Quhair  efterwart  schippis  and  bottis  baith, 
Sailland  thairby  gat  mekle  harme  and  skayth  ; 
Quhair  perrell  is  ^it  forto  saill  or  to  row,  39,6'io 

Col.  2.      ^ii(j  for  that  caus  it  callit  wes  Dround-low. 
Lang  efter  that  in  Norrowa  I  trow, 
The  new  maid  knychtis  maid  ane  solempnit  vow, 
For  to  revenge,  with  all  power  tha  ma, 
Thair  freindis  deith  tliat  slane  wes  at  Bartha.       39,650 

How  Canutus,  King  of  Ingland,  come  in  Scot- 
land WITH  ane  Navin  and  Power  for  to 

ASSIST    SUENO     HIS     BrUTHER,    AND    WAR    RE- 
PULSIT    AND     PUT     ABAK   TO    THAIR    SCHIPPIS  J 

AND  MONY  Dane  thair  was  slane  be  Mak- 

COBEY  AND   BANQUHO. 

In  this  same  tyme,  as  ye  sail  wnderstand, 

This  Canutus  that  king  wes  of  Ingland, 

Ane  greit  naviug  of  mony  bark  and  barge, 

In  Scotland  send  with  greit  power  and  large, 

For  to  supple  this  Sueno  wes  his    bruther  ;  39,655 

Bot  all  to  lait  thair  cuming  S3nie  wes  hether. 

Neirby  Kingorne,  vpone  ane  large  sand, 

With  boittis  thair  tha  passit  all  to  land. 

Than  king  Duncane  quhilk  that  thair  cuming  knew. 

Be  sindrie  men  the  veritie  him  schew,  39,660 
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This  Makcobey  and  Banquho  he  gart  pas 

With  gi'eit  power  quliair  that  thir  Danis  was, 

And  gaif  thame  feild  quhair  tha  war  neir  all  slane  ; 

The  laif  long  efter  mycht  nocht  weill  reinane, 

Bot  to  thair  schippis  fled  syne  at  the  last.  39,665 

The  Scottis  men  that  foUowit  efter  fast, 

Betuix  thair  schippis  and  the  fechting  place 

Richt  mony  Dane  tha  slew  into  that  chace. 

The  laif  that  fled,  syne  efter  quhen  tha  knew 

How  all  thing  stude,  as  other  men  thame  schew,    39,670 

That  all  thair  cuming  wes  bot  into  vane, 

Sueno  wes  fled,  and  all  his  men  war  slane, 

And  tha  si  dike  tliat  samin  tyme  had  lost 

Into  the  feild  the  tua  pairt  of  thair  oist, 

Quhairof  rycht  mony  wer  greit  men  of  gude,        39,675 

And  for  that  cans  syne,  schortlie  to  conclude, 

With  Makcobey  than  trewis  haif  tha  tane, 

Quhill  all  thair  men  suld  erdit  be  ilkane 

Into  an  yle  callit  Emonia, 

Sanct'  Colmis     liecht  now  callit  is  tliis  da.  39,68o 

Quhair  that  thair  banis  restis  tit  to  se 

In  sindrie  partis  in  so  greit  quantitie, 

Ouir  all  the  yle  quhilk  makis  ^it  sic  cummer, 

Weill  ma  the  wit  ^e  men  were  out  of  number 

Tha  banis  aucht,  quha  that  can  weill  considder,    39,685 

Into  ane  place  war  tha  put  all  togidder  ; 

As  I  myself  quhilk  hes  bene  thair  and  sene. 

Ane  corce  of  stone  thair  standis  on  ane  gTcne, 

Middis  the  feild  quhair  that  tha  la  ilkone, 

Besyde  the  croce  thair  lyis  ane  greit  stone ;  39,690 

Wnder  the  stone,  in  middis  of  the  plane, 

Thair  chiftane  lyis  quhilk  in  the  feild  wes  slane. 

To  Makcobey,  for  his  leif  and  gude  will, 

Rycht  mekle  gold  that  tyme  tha  gaif  him  till ; 


^  In  MS.  Sanctonis. 
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At  his  requeist  als  in  that  samin  quhile  39,695 

With  ane  bischop  gart  dedicat  the  yle; 
Syne  sworne  war  all  and  oblist  be  thair  hand, 
Neuir  agane  for  till  invaid  Scotland  ; 
Syne  tuke  thair  leif  and  fuir  attouir  the  fame, 
With  les  honour  nor  quhen  tha  come  fra  hame.    39,700 
Lib.  1 2,  f.  186b.  This  beand  done,  this  king   Duncane  rycht  lang 
Col.  1.       jj^  peax  and  rest  in  greit  plesour  he  rang, 
Quhill  lang  efter  that  sic  ane  cace  befell, 
And  how  it  was  tak  tent  and  I  sail  tell. 
In  Forres  toun,  quhair  that  this  king  Duncane     39,705 
Hapnit  to  be  with  mony  nobill  man  ; 
Quhair  Makcobey  and  Banquho  one  ane  da 
Passit  at  morne  richt  airlie  for  to  pla. 
Than  hand  for  hand  intill  ane  forrest  grene 
Thrie  wemen  met,  that  wyslie  war  besene  39,710 

In  thair  cleithing  quhilk  wes  of  elritche  hew, 
And  quhat  tha  war  wes  nane  of  thame  that  knew. 
The  first  of  thame  that  Makcobey  come  to, 
**  The  Thane  of   Glames,  gude  morne  to  him," 

said  scho. 
The  secund  said  withoutin  ony  scorne,  39,715 

"  The  Thane  of  Gaidar,  Schir,  God  ^ow  gude  morne  1" 
The  hyndmest,  with  plesand  voce  benyng, 
"  God  saue  tow,  Schir,  of  Scotland  salbe  king !" 
Than  Banquho  said,  "  abyde  ane  litill  we ; 
"  Ze  gif  him  all,  quhat  ordane  te  for  me?"  39,720 

Than  all  tha  thre  maid  ansuer  to  that  thing, 
Said,  "  Makcobey  of  Scotland  salbe  king. 
"  Syne  sone  efter,  be  aduenture  and  stryfe, 
"  With  lak  and  schame  sail  loiss  baytli  croun  and 

lyfe;    _ 
"  And  neuir  ane  of  his  successioun  39,725 

"  Fra  that  da  furth  of  Scotland  bruke  the  croun. 
"  And  thow  Banquho,  tak  gude  tent  to  this  thing, 
"  Thow  thi  awin  self  sail  neuir  be  prince  no  king, 
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"  Bot  of  thi  seid  sail  lineallie  discend, 

"  Sail  bruke  the  croun  onto  the  warldis  end."      39,730 

Qiihen  this  wes  said  tha  baid  all  thre  gude  nycht, 

Syne  suddantlie  tha  vaneist  out  of  sycht ; 

And  quhair  awa,  quhither  to  hevin  or  hell, 

Or  quhat  tha  war,  wes  no  man  ^it  can  tell. 

This  ilk  Banquho,  of  quhome  to  ^ow  I  mute,       39,735 

Forbear  wes  to  Lord  Stewart  of  Bute, 

Frome  quhome  sensyne  discendit  lies  rycht  doun 

James  the  fyft  that  weiris  now  the  croun : 

I  pray  to  God  for  to  couserue  his  grace. 

Now  harkin  and  heir  how  hapnit  syne  the  cace :  39,740 

Vpone  the  morne  ane  schew  into  that  steid 

To  Makcobey  that  his  fader  wes  deid, 

The  Thane  of  Glaraes  befoir  as  I  ^ow  schew, 

Tliat  Weill  he  wist  the  first  sister  said  trew  ; 

For-quhy  he  wes  his  eldest  son  and  air,  39,745 

Be  that  he  knew  that  hir  sentence  wes  clair. 

In  Inuernes,  syne  effcer  that  schort  tyme. 

The  Thane  of  Calder  for  tressoun  and  cryme 

Forfaltit  wes,  and  syne  put  to  the  deid; 

His  heretage  with  euerie  toun  and  steid,  39,750 

Into  that  tyme  withoutin  [ony]  pley. 

The  king  gaif  all  vnto  this  Makcobey. 

That  samin  tyme  this  Banquho  to  him  schew. 

The  secund  sister  said  to  him  rycht  trew, 

And  bad  traist  weill  the  thrid  suld  nocht  lie,      39,755 

Thocht  he  culd  nocht  tell  quhen  sic  thing  suld  be. 

It  hapnit  so  syne  efter  at  the  last, 

The  thrid  fortoun  approchand  wes  rycht  fast. 

The  kingis  sone  that  eldest  wes  and  air, 

Callit  Malcolme,  ane   plesand  prince  and  fair,        39,7G0 

This  king  Duncane  as  ^e  sail  wnderstand. 

This  ilk  Malcome  maid  prince  of  Cummerland, 

In  that  beleif,  in  storie  as  I  reid, 

Immediatlie  he  sould  to  him  succeid. 
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This  Makcobey  thairat  had  greit  invy  39,765 

That  he  did  so,  as  le  ma  wit  weill  quhy, 
For  he  traistit   effcer  the   kingis  deid, 
Col.  2.        Immediatlie  to  succeid  in  his  steid  ; 

And  thocht  king  Duncane   did  him  greit  offence, 

Of  Cumberland  that  wald  nocht  mak  him  prince,  39,770 

Efter  the  law  that  maid  wes  of  beforne, 

Rycht  mony  ^eiris  or  thair  fatheris  wer  borne. 

Quhairfoir  he  thocht  he  did  him  greit  vnrycht, 

Quhilk  in  his  hart  ascendit   to  sic  hicht, 

And  far  hiear  than  ony  man   can  trow ;  39,775 

For  this  same  cans  that  I   haif  schawin  tow, 

Baytli  nycht  and  da  it   wes  ay  in  his  thocht, 

Thairof  to  be  revengit  and  he  mocht. 

Than  to  his  wyfe  he  schew  the  fassoun  how 

Thir  sisteris  said,  as  I  haif  schawin  tow,  39,780 

And  of  [the]  werd  as  tha  that  tyme  him  gaif: 

Quhairof  his  wyfe  did  in  her  mynd  consaif 

That  lie  wes  wrangit  rycht  far  with  the  king; 

Syne  him  awin  self  scho  blamit  of  that  thing. 

How  Makcobey's  Wyfe  be  subtill  Trane  per- 
swADiT  Makcobey  to  sla  King  Duncane. 

"  Thow  neidis  nocht,"  scho  said,  "  vther  presume,  39,785 

"  Bot  it  man  be  as  God  lies  gevin  dume, 

"  In  to  the  self  quhilk  is  so  just  and  trew. " 

Be  sindrie  ressones  that  scho  till  him  schew, 

"  Traist  weill,"  scho  said,  "  that  sentence  is  so  leill, 

"  Withoutin  place  fra  it  for  to  apeill,  39,790 

"  That  it  ma  nocht  retreittit  be  affane, 

"  Quhilk  in  the  self  so  equall  is  and  plane." 

Quhen  this  wes  said,  than  scho  begouth  to  flyt 

With  him  that  tyme,  and  said  he  had  the  wyit, 

So  cowartlie  that  durst  nocht  tak  on  hand,  39,795 

For  to  fulfill  as  God  had  gevin  command. 
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"  Thairfoir,"  scho  said,  "  revenge  ^ow  of  ^on  king  ; 

"  Sen  gratius  God  decreittit  lies  sic  thing, 

"  Quhy  suld  thow  dreid  or  stand  of  [him]  sic  aw, 

"  So  blunt,  so  blait,  berand  himself  so  law,  39,800 

"  That  war  nocht  thow  and  thi  anctoritie, 

"  With  all  his  liecjis  he  wald  lichleit  be  ? 

"  And  now  to  the  sen  he  is  so  wnkynd, 

"  Thairfoir/'  scho  said,  "I  hald  the  by  thi  mynd, 

"  To  dreid  the  man  the  quhilk  for  the  is  deid,    39,805 

"  And  throw  thi  power  oft  of  his  piirpois  speid. 

"  Now  tarie  nocht  thairfoir;  speid  hand,  haif  done, 

"  And  to  thi  purjoois  se  thow  speid  the  sone  ; 

"  And  haif  na  dreid,  for  thow  hes  all  the  rycht 

"  Grantit  to  the  be  gi-atius  God  of  mycht."  39,8io 

This  wickit  wyfe  hir  purpois  thus  hes  sped, 

Sic  appetite  to  be  ane  queue  scho  hed ; 

As  wemen  will,  the  thing  that  tha  desire, 

Into  thair  mynd  burnis  hettar  nor  fyre, 

Bayth  da  and  nycht  withoutin  ony  eis,  39,815 

Quhill  that  tha  get  the  same  thing  that  tha  pleis. 

Ressoun  in  thame  hes  na  auctoritie, 

For  appetyte  and  sensualitie ; 

FouU  appetyte  hes  ay  thair  will  to  gyde, 

For  most  plesour  thair  purpois  to  provyde,  39,820 

And  causis  thame  oft  till  go  by  the  rycht. 

This  Makcobey,  quhilk  wes  bayth  wyss  and  wycht, 

Strang  in  ane  stour,  and  trew  as  ony  steill, 

Defendar  als  with  of  the  commoun  weill. 

So  just  ane  juge  so  equale  and  so  trew,  39,825 

As  be  his  deidis  richt  weill  befoir   av  schew.  Lib.  12,  f.i87. 

Syne  throw  his  wyfe  consentit  to  sic  thing,  .   *>  •  • 

For  till  distroy  his  cousing  and  his  king ; 

So  foull  ane  blek  for  to  put  in  his  gloir, 

Quhilk  lialdin  Aves  of  sic  honour  befoir.  39,830 

To  liis  friendis  his  counsall  than  he  schew, 

Quhome  in  he  traistit  to  liim  wald  be  trew, 
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And  speciallle  to  his  cousing  Banqulio, 

And  mony  vther  in  the  tyme  also. 

The  quhilk  promittit  glaidlie  with  thair  hart,         39,835 

In  that  purpois  that  tha  suld  tak  his  part. 

And  in  his  querrell  stoutlie  for  to  stand, 

So  that  him  self  wald  tak  the  deid  on  hand : 

Syne  efterwart,  quhen  that  the  deid  wer  done, 

At  his  command  tha  suld  be  reddie  sone  39,840 

To  wirk  his  will  in  all  thing  as  he  wald. 

This  Makcobey,  that  wes  ane  berne  full  bald. 

Into  the  tyme  quhen  he  thair  myndis  knew, 

Traistand  to  him  tha  suld  be  leill  and  trew, 

And  for  that  cans  wald  no  langer  deley,  39,845 

At  Ernis  mouth  syne  efter  on  ane  day, 

Quhen  that  he  saw  his  tyme  wes  oportune, 

Befoir  the  king  apperit  lies  richt  sone. 

First  he  begouth  in  sporting  with  him  thair. 

And  syne  of  him  for  to  complene  richt  sair,  39,850 

Defraudit  haid  him  sua  of  Cumberland, 

Sa  oft  for  him  in  mony  stour  had  stand ; 

Without  he  wald  that  tyme  revoik  rj'cht  sone 

All  thing  thairof  befoir  that  he  had  done, 

Traist  weill  thairof  and  mony  of  the  la  we,  39,855 

In  tyme  to  cum  sic  seruice  for  to  haue. 

And  so  tha  fell  ay  fra  the  les  to  the  moir, 

Quhill  tha  crabit  on  euerie  syde  so  soir, 

Accusand  vther  bayth  of  word  and  deid, 

Quhill  at  the  last  evin  to  the  werst  it  teid.  39,8G0 

On  euerie  syde  to  pairteis  than  tha  drew ; 

This  king  Duncane  that  had  with  him  sa  few, 

Amangis  thair  handis  suddantlie  wes  slane  ; 

This  Makcobey,  the  quhilk  that  maid  that  trane, 

Prouydit  wes  rycht  weill  into  all  thing,  39,8C5 

Or  he  come  thair  for  slauchter  of  the  kinof, 

Than  of  his  ring,  quhilk  wes  the  sevint  leir, 

And  of  oure  Lord,  quha  lykis  for  to  heir, 
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Ane  thousand  fourtie  and  sex  leiv  also, 

The  number  haill  that  tyme  wes  and  no  mo.        39,870 


How  Mackobey  was  crown  it  in  Scone,  and  of 
HIS  Deidis  thairefter  done. 

Sone  efter  syne  quhen  all  thir  deidis  war  done, 
This  Makcobeus  passit  into  Scone 
With  all  the  power  that  he  doucht  to  be, 
Wes  crownit  thair  with  haill  auctoritie. 
Than  weill  he  wist  the  thrid  sentence  wes  trew,  39,875 
The  last  sister,  as  le  half  hard,  him  schew. 
This  ilk  Duncane  tua  sonis  had  on  lywe, 
With  Oswardis  dochter  quhilk  that  wes  his  wywe, 
Tlie  lord  sumtyme  quhilk  wes  of  Northumberland  ; 
Malcome  the  eldest  prince  wes  of  Cumberland,      39,880 
And  Donald  Bay  quhilk  callit  wes  the  vther, 
To  this  Malcolme  quhilk  wes  the  secund  bruther. 
Fra  tyme  tha  knew  how  thair  father  wes  slane. 
In  Cumberland  ane  lang  tyme  did  remane, 
Of  Makcobey  tha  stude  sic  dreid  and  aw,  39,885 

Quhill  efterwart  as  I  sail  to  ^ow  schaw. 
This  Makcobey  fra  he  wes  crownit  king, 
Rycht  circumspect  he  wes  in  till  all  thing, 
And  greit  rewardis  to  the  lordis  gaif 
His  freindis  war,  siclike  to  all  the  laif,  39,890 

On  fra  his  fayth  no  way  that  tha  suld  faill. 
And  conqueist  hes  thair  hartis  than  alhaill.  ^^^-  ^• 

Rycht  equallie  he  execute  the  law, 
Bot  in  sum  part  that  tyme  he  stude  sic  aw 
For  to  persew,  or  ^it  mak  diligence,  39,895 

Rycht  mony  one  had  done  richt  greit  offence, 
Weill  lang  befoir  in  to  king  Duncanis  tyme, 
Wald  nocht  forbeir  thair  vices  and  sic  cryrae. 
To  apprehend  thame  doutsum  wes  and  cummer, 
And  als  tha  war  of  sic  power  and  number,  39,900 

TOL.   II.  S  S 
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Thairfoir  he  dred  and  held  his  hand  abak, 

So  planelie  than  to  puneis  and  corrak. 

Sone  efter  syne  he  fand  ane  subtill  wyle, 

But  ony  gilt  how  he  suld  them  begyle ; 

And  so  he  did  within  les  nor  ane  ^eir,  39,905 

And  how  it  wes  tak  tent  and  le  sail  heir. 

Inducit  hes  thair  nychtbouris  in  the  tyme. 

For  to  accuse  thame  of  tressoun  and  cryme ; 

And  of  thame  than  with  thair  hand  to  preve 

That  all  wes  suith,  and  ask  thairof  na  leva,  39,9io 

In  plane  barras  befoir  the  kingis  grace, 

Quhair  plesit  thame  to  set  the  da  and  place. 

The  tother  part  thairof  wes  weill  content, 

Knawand  thairof  that  tha  war  innocent 

Of  that  tressone,  so  litill  wnderstude,  39,915 

GifFand  sic  traist  that  thair  querrell  wes  gude. 

And  for  that  causs  the  da  and  place  wes  set, 

Befoir  the  king  in  Bartha  quhair  tha  met, 

All  on  ane  da  convenit  les  and  moir. 

The  king,  the  quhilk  prouydit  wes  thairfoir  39,920 

With  armit  men,  at  his  command  wes  boun, 

Gart  tak  thame  all  that  same  da  in  the  toun, 

Quhometo  he  aucht  no  surance  for  to  geve, 

For-quhy  tha  come  without  his  traist  or  leve. 

Of  aduenture  and  of  thair  awin  fre  will,  39,925 

But  ony  man  compelland  thame  thairtill. 

Quhen  that  tha  war  in  handis  tane  also, 

Riclit  mony  one  wer  innocent  leit  go, 

And  all  the  laif  of  hie  and  law  degre, 

Vpoun  ane  gallons  hes  gart  hing  full  hie,  39,930 

To  Scotland  dalie  that  tyme  maid  grit  cummer, 

Neirby  tua  thousand  or  ma  into  number. 

This  beand  done  than,  schortlie  to  conclude, 

Ouir  all  Scotland  sic  aw  of  him  tha  stude, 

Into  na  part,  as  my  author  did  tell,  39,935 

Wes  nane  so  bald  agane  him  durst  rebell ; 
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Except  Makgallus  into  Galloway, 

In  that  same  tyme,  as  my  author  did  say, 

Fechtand  in  feild  that  tyme  wes  tane  in  handis, 

Syne  to  the  king  wes  brocht  fast  bund  in  bandis:  39,940 

And  for  his  fait  he  gart  him  loiss  the  heid. 

All  Galloway,  syne  efter  he  wes  deid. 

In  peax  and  rest  levit  efter  richt  lang. 

This  Makeobey,  that  wes  bayth  stout  and  Strang, 

Greit  diligence  he  hes  done  nycht  and  da,  39,945 

To  mak  gude  peax  with  all  power  he  ma. 

And  viseit  hes  the  ylis  in  the  north. 

And  all  Scotland  syne  to  the  water  of  Forth, 

Besouth  also  onto  the  bordour  syde. 

He  sparit  nocht  for  no  travell  to  ryde,  39,950 

Or  for  no  trubill  that  tyme  he  mycht  tak, 

Amang  his  liegis  peax  and  rest  to  mak. 

Baith  speir  and  scheild  to  all  kirkmen  wes  he. 

And  merchandis  alss  that  saillit  on  the  se  ; 

To  husband  men  that  lauborit  on  the  grund,         39,955 

Ane  better  king  in  no  tyme  mycht  be  fund,  Lib.i2,f.i87b, 

No  moir  convenient  for  the  commoun  weill. 

And  his  begynnyng  had  bene  of  gude  ^eill, 

Into  his  tyme  quhilk  maid  so  mony  lawis, 

Efter  decreit  of  sindrie  doctouris  sawis.  39,960 

And  quhat  tha  war  quha  lykis  for  to  speir, 

I  ma  nocht  tarie  for  to  tell  tow  heir, 

So  langsum  war,  and  my  tyme  is  bot  schort, 

Quhairin  I  fynd  litill  plesance  or  sport, 

Bot  tedious  for  to  heir  of  sic  talk.  39,965 

Now  to  my  purpois  thairfoir  will  I  walk. 

How  Makcobey  changit  his  Conditionis,  fea 
HIS  FIRST  Begynnyng  to  Wickitnes  till 
HIS  Ending. 


This  Makcobey  the  quhilk  so  weill  began, 

S  s  2 


He  changit  sone  intill  ane  vther  man  : 
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All  his  clemence  in  greit  crudelitie 

He  changit  syne,  without  humanitie.  39,970 

This  ilk  Banquho  of  quhome  I  spak  befoir, 

Into  his  mynd  suspectit  hes  full  soir, 

Traistand  all  thing  of  him  suld  be  fund  trew. 

Be  prophecie  the  sisteris  of  him  schew, 

As  te  haif  hard  hot  schort  quhile  ago.  39,975 

This  Makcobey,  dreidand  it  sould  be  so, 

Of  this  Banquho  that  his  posteritie 

Suld  bruke  the  croun,  and  his  distroyit  be  ; 

And  for  that  caus  decreittit  in  his  mynd, 

This  ilk  Banquho,  so  leill,  so  trew,  so  kynd  39,980 

To  him  alway,  bayth  into  word  and  deid, 

Suppleand  him  rycht  oft  quhen  he  had  neid, 

With  fals  tressone  for  to  distroy  rycht  sone ; 

And  finallie  syne  efter  so  wes  done. 


How   Makcobey  betrasit    Banquho  and  gart 

SLAY   HIM. 

Vpoun  ane  nycht  with  him  self  in  the  hall,  39,985 

This  ilk  Banquho  to  the  supper  gart  call, 

With  his  ane  sone  wes  callit  Eleank, 

With  fair  wordis,  greit  cheresing  and  thank. 

So  greit  fauour  and  in  so  gude  effect, 

That  he  of  tressone  suld  him  nocht  suspect.  39,990 

Efter  supper  he  tuik  his  leif  to  go. 

With  Eleank  for  to  pas  hame  also ; 

And  on  his  passage  hamewart  as  he  teid, 

He  hed  ordand  for  to  be  done  to  deid, 

Ane  cumpany  thair  he  befoir  him  fand,  39,995 

Weill  boidin  war  with  bow,  buklar  and  brand, 

Quhilk  suddantlie  this  gude  Banquho  tha  slew. 

This  Eleank,  as  my  author  me  schew. 

Into  the  mirk  throw  aventure  and  cace, 

Withoutin  skayth  chaipit  out  of  that  place.  40,ooo 
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This  Makcobey  so  soir  efter  he  dred, 

Into  the  Walls  rycht  far  fra  hame  he  fled  ; 

Of  quhome  efter,  quhen  tyme  curais  and  place, 

I  sail  schaw  tow  as  God  will  gif  me  grace. 

This  beand  done  in  sic  forme  and  effect,  40,oo5 

This  Makcobey  wes  haldin  richt  suspect 

With  all  the  lordis  that  war  in  Scotland, 

Quhen  tha  his  tressone  so  did  vndirstand, 

That  euirilk  man  fra  that  tyme  furth  him  dred, 

And  he  siclike  suspitioun  of  thame  hed,  40,010 

That  neuir  ane  durst  traist  intill  ane  vther; 

Semdill  or  nocht  thairfoir  tha  met  togidder. 

Than  Makcobey  quhilk  had  so  greit  suspitioun 

Of  all  his  lordis,  than  changit  his  conditioun : 

Quhair  he  wes  wont  rycht  curtes  for  to  be  40,015       Col.  2. 

To  all  his  liegis  with  liberalitie, 

Now  is  he  alterit  in  ane  vther  kynd, 

Rycht  fals  and  sle,  and  subtill  in  his  mynd. 

To  fente  faltis  thocht  nothir  schame  no  syn, 

Quhair  gold  or  gude  or  riches  wes  to  wyn  ;         40,020 

Or  of  thame  quhome  that  he  held  suspect. 

With  litill  pley  quhome  he  plesit  to  blek. 

Richt  mony  so,  the  quhilk  war  men  of  gude, 

Hes  put  to  deid  be  sic  ingratitude ; 

Syne  held  ane  gaird,  his  awin  cors  for  to  keip     40,025 

Fra  all  perrell,  baith  walkand  and  on  sleip, 

And  grit  strenthis  he  held  ay  in  his  cuir, 

Traistand  be  thame  till  sicker  be  and  suir. 

How  Makcobey  biggit   the    Castell  of  Dun- 

SENEN,    AND     HOW     MaKDUFF     FLED    IN    InG- 
LAND   TO   MaLCOLME   CaNMOIR. 

That  samin  tyme  he  foundit  hes  of  one, 
Into  Cowrie  ane  Strang  castell  of  stone,  40,030 

Vpoun  the  liicht  thair  of  ane  montane  he, 
Dunsenen  hecht,  remanis  lit  to  se. 
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With  greit  laubour  ilk  da  that  werk  wes  wrocht, 

Sic  travell  wes  or  that  the  stufe  wes  brocht 

Vp  to  the  hicht,  quhilk  wes  bayth  strait  and       40,035 

Strang  ; 
The  coist  wes  greit  and  als  the  laubour  lang. 
And  euirilk  lord  ane  sessone  of  the  teir, 
Into  that  place  dalie  lies  gart  compeir, 
Auctoritie  and  cuir  thairof  to  tak, 
And  for  his  tyme  the  haill  expenssis  mak.  40,040 

With  circulatioun  sa  about  tha  teid, 
For  les  expenssis  and  for  grittar  speid, 
Fra  euerie  part  bringand  rycht  far  the  stuff. 
The  thane  of  Fyffe,  that  callit  wes  Makduff, 
Into  his  tyme  that  micht  nocht  present  be,  40,045 

Of  that  laubour  to  tak  auctoritie, 
For  so  greit  mater  that  he  had  to  speid. 
Into  the  tyme  it  stude  him  in  sic  neid, 
Onto  the  werk  men  gaif  rycht  strait  command, 
And  hecht  rewardis  for  to  tak  on  hand,  40,050 

Ilk  da  be  da  with  cuir  and  diligence, 
To  speid  the  werk  far  moir  in  his  absence, 
Na  tha  wald  do  quhen  him  self  wer  present. 
"  That  salbe  done,''  said  all  with  ane  consent. 
That  samin  tyme  this  Makcobey  come  he,  40,055 

His  awin  werk  to  visie  and  to  se, 
And  fand  Makdufe  than  fra  the  werk  absent, 
Quhairof  that  tyme  he  wes  nothing  content. 
Befoir  thame  all,  behind  Makduffis  bak, 
Rycht  suspect  langage  that  tyme  of  him  spak,      40,060 
WaiR  crabitlie  and  into  greit  eiEfect ; 
Fra  that  tyme  furth  he  held  him  ay  suspect, 
And  neuir  on  him  with  patience  moir  mycht  luke. 
This  ilk  Makdufe  the  quhilk  suspitione  tuke 
Of  Makcobey,  that  he  wald  him  na  gude,  40,065 

Be  vther  men  far  better  wnderstude, 
The  quhilk  to  him  the  veritie  that  schew, 
Of  Makcobey  tha  wnderstude  and  knew, 
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Saw  he  his  tyme,  than  doutles  but  remeid 

The  thane  of  Fyffe  Makdufe  wald  want  the         40,070 

held, 
This  Makcobey  so  soir  that  tyme  he  dred, 

To  prince  Malcolme  into  Ingland  he  fled,  Lib.i2,f.i88. 

Off  this  Malcolme  I  schew  tow  of  befoir,  '   ' 

Quhilk  in  his  tyme  that  callit  wes  Canmoir, 
Eldredus  sone  as  ye  sail  wnderstand,  40,o75 

Callit  wes  Edward  than  king  of  England. 
This  wes  Eldred  that  Canutus  slew, 
Bot  schort  quhile  syne  befoir  as  I  low  schew, 
Befoir  this  tyme  now  that  I  say  tow  heir, 
I  wait  nocht  weill  how  Ling  and  mony  teir,        40,080 
QuhUl  efterwart  as  te  sail  wnderstand. 
The  Danis  all  wer  put  [out]  of  Ingland, 
And  all  thair  power  put  wes  than  to  nocht, 
This  ilk  Edward  fra  Normondy  wes  brocht, 
And  crownit  king  quhilk  in  his  tyme  that  rang,  40,08S 
And  als  befoii*  I  can  nocht  tell  how  lang ; 
Bot  efterwart  the  fassoun  of  that  cace, 
I  sail  schaw  tow  quhen  tyme  cumis  and  place. 
This  Malcome  Canmoir,  te  sail  wnderstand. 
With  this  king  Edward  than  wes  in  Ingland,      40,090 
The  quhilk  with  him  in  great  honour  we[s]  lied, 
Fra  Makcobey  fra  Cumberland  he  fled. 
Makcobey  be  suspitioun  he  knew 
Makduffe  wes  fled,  also  to  him  tha  schew 
Ilk  word  be  word  how  that  Makdufe  had  done  ;  40,095 
This  Makcobey  thairfoir  he  sped  him  sone 
In  Fyffe  that  tyme,  to  this  Makduffis  place, 
Thocht  it  wes  .stark  tit  to  the  kingis  grace ; 
His  wyfe  that  tyme,  but  bargane  or  rebous, 
Rycht  reuerentlie  to  him  gaif  ouir  the  hous ;        40,100 
Traistand  that  tyme  he  suld  do  thame  no  ill, 
Scho  put  the  hous  and  all  into  his  wiU. 
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How  Makcobey   slew   the  Wyffe  and   Barnis 
OF   Makduffe    and    foefaltit    him    selff 

AND    TUKE    ALL    FRA     HIM,     AND     HOAV     MAK- 

duffe   menit  HIM   TO   Malcolme   Canmoir, 

AND    OF    HIS    AnSUER    MAID    AGANE    AS   FOL- 

lowis  heir. 

This  cruell  serpent,  wod  and  venemous, 

Quhen  this  lady  had  geven  ouir  the  hous, 

Hir  self  and  barnis  but  ony  remeid,  40,105 

And  all  the  laue,  pat  till  ane  cruell  deid. 

Syne  all  the  riches  wes  the  hous  within, 

Gart  turss  away  that  tyme  be  the  leist  pyn: 

Syne  ouir  all  Scotland  siclike  vp  and  doun, 

Proclamit  him  ane  rebell  to  the  croun.  40,110 

This  ilk  Makdufe,  of  quhome  I  schew  befoir, 

All  this  he  schew  to  gude  Malcome  Canmoir, 

Ilk  word  by  word,  and  in  nothing  wald  lane, 

How  Makcobey  bayth  wyfe  and  barnis  had  slane. 

To  him  sum  tyme  so  tender  war  and  deir,  40,115 

So  lamentabill  that  pitie  wes  to  heir ; 

And  schew  also  his  greit  crudelitie 

To  his  lordis,  without  humanitie, 

And  of  the  vices  that  into  him  rang. 

With  sic  exces  continuallie  so  lang ;  40,120 

How  with  his  liegis  he  wes  so  ill  lude. 

And  speciallie  with  all  the  men  of  gude 

So  haittit  him  for  his  tirranye, 

"  And  all,"  he  said,  "  is  in  defalt  of  the ; 

"  The  quhilk  will  nocht  cum  and  persew  thi        40,125 

awin, 
"  Lattand  thi  liegis  dalie  be  ouirthrawin 
"  With  ione  tirrane,  full  of  ingratitude, 
"  Makand  distructione  of  the  nobill  blude, 
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That  horribill  is  other  to  heir  or  se.  Col.  2. 

Greit  wonder  als  to  euerie  man  of  the,  40,130 

"  That  raa  sa  weill,  haifand  power  and  mycht, 

"  WOl  nocht  persew  thi  heretage  and  rycht, 

"  So  wranguslie  haldin  fra  the  so  lang, 

"  And  mak  thi  liegis  for  to  leif  but  wraner. 

"  Thocht  this  to  the  war  no  plesour  no  steid,      40,135 

"  ^it  neuirtheles  thow  suld  revenge  the  deid 

"  Of  king  Duncane,  quhUk  wes  thi  father  deir, 

"  ^it  vnrevengit  hes  bene  mony  ieir, 

"  ^one'  tirrane  slew  with  greit  crudelitie. 

"  Gif  strenth,  or  wit,  or  manheid  be  in  the,         40,140 

**  And  als  thow  hes  thi  time  so  oportune, 

"  With  litill  sturt  sic  thing  ma  weill  be  done ; 

"  Bot  gif  thow  be  so  febill  of  estait, 

"  But  liardines,  without  wisdome  so  blait, 

"  Meticulos,  and  dar  nocht  se  blude  drawin,  40,145 

"  Richt  eith  this  tyme  thow  ma  cum  to  thi  awin. 
'*  For  weill  I  wait  the  nobillis  with  thair  hart, 
"  Of  all  Scotland  this  da  will  tak  thi  part, 
"  And  stand  no  aw  for  the  to  bleid  thair  blude, 
"  So  that  tha  wist  tliat  thi  willis  war  gude."       40,150 
All  tbis  he  said  that  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 
And  mekill  moir  na  I  haif  now  perqueir, 
To  this  Malcolme  in  greit  effect  he  said, 
Till  his  purpois  gif  he  culd  him  perswaid. 
This  ilk  Malcolme  for  his  dissait  that  dred,  40,155 

For  Makcobey  befoir  richt  oft  so  hed 
Gart  him  persew  with  mony  subtill  trane, 
Quhairthrow  he  micht  this  Malcome  to  haif  slane, 
And  for  that  caus  this  Malcome  dred  hes  ill. 
And  lather  wes  to  lippin  him  intill.  40,160 

And  or  he  wald  schaw  bim  his  counsall  haill, 
it  first  he  thocht  his  lautie  to  assaill : 


} 


»  la  MS.  }aite. 
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As  he  had  bene  wnfen^eit  and  rycht  plane, 
This  same  ansuer  he  maid  to  him  agane. 
"  Forsuith,"  he  said,  "  full  soir  forthinkis  me       40,165 
"  Of  tour  great  noy  and  it  micht  mended  be, 
"  The  quhilk  for  me  I  wait  will  nocht  be  done, 
"  For-quhy  I  knaw  I  am  inoportune. 
"  I  ken  my  self,  quha  equallie  can  wey, 
"  Hes  far  ma  faltis  nor  euir  had  Makcobey,  40,i7o 

"  And  war  inclynit  into  mony  thing, 
''  And  les  convenient  for  to  be  ane  king ; 
"  So  lecherus  aboue  mesour  am  I, 
"  And  thocht  I  wald  I  ma  nocht  weill  deny, 
"  The  quhilk  in  me  cp.n  neuir  be  correctit,  40,i75 

"  To  that  plesour  so  far  I  am  subjectit. 
"  Rycht  Weill  I  wait,  had  I  auctoritie, 
"  As  he  hes  now,  with  als  greit  libertie, 
"  In  all  Scotland  thocht  tha  be  neir  so  rj'fe, 
"  Virgin  or  wedow,  madin  or  mannis  wyfe,  40,i80 

"  Bot  I  wald  preiss  hir  onis  for  to  preif 
"  Quhat  euir  scho  war,  and  ask  bot  litill  leif, 
"  And  thus  with  me  je  wald  sone  fall  in  stryfe, 
"  Sum  for  his  dochter  and  sum  for  his  wyffe, 
"  And  call  me  war  nor  euir  wes  Makcobey;         40,i85 
"  Than  suddantlie  thair  wald  ryiss  sic  ane  pley, 
"  That  xe  suld  be  fanar  me  to  forgaue 
''  Ane  hundret  fald,  nor  ^e  ar  me  till  haue. 
"  Thocht  to  me  now  ye  haif  so  greit  desyre, 
"  Agane  me  than  ye  wald  richt  sone  conspyre,     40,i90 
Lib.  1 2,  f.  188b.  i<  ^j^j  p^^^  me  doun  with  far  moir  lak  and  schanie, 
"  Na  now  with  honour  ye  can  bring  me  hame. 
"  Ane  vther  fait  I  haif  that  is  far  war, 
"  To  tratlaris  I  am  infectit  fur, 

"  And  reddie  is  to  gif  to  thame  credence,  40,195 

"  The  quhilk  that  is  ane  perelus  pestilence  ; 
"  And  speciallie  into  ane  prince  or  king, 
"  For  to  gif  credence  to  sic  vane  tratling, 
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"  As  I  myself  louit  lies  ay  weill  to  do, 

"  For-quhy  nature  compellis  rae  tliairto.  40,200 

"  For  no  wisdome  I  can  forbeir  or  leif, 

"  The  jxift  of  nature  is  so  ill  to  reif : 

"  Ryclit  hard  it  is,  other  for  boist  or  blame, 

"  Brinjr  fra  the  flesche  that  is  bred  in  the  bane. 

"  Rycht  eitli  it  is  ane  tratlar  gar  me  ^  trow         40,205 

"  The  plane  contrair  I  wald  haif  sworne  rycht  now  ; 

"  The  thing  that  I  gif  most  credens  now  to, 

"  Incontinent  the  contrair  I  will  do  ; 

"  My  mynd  als  lycht  is  euirmoir  on  floclit, 

"  As  woddercok  or  ony  womanis  thocht.  40,210 

"  Sen  all  thair  foltis  vglie  and  horribill, 

"  The  quhilk  in  me  I  knaw  incorrigill, 

*'  Wittand  so  weill,  but  fictioun  or  fabill, 

"  Quhilk  to  tow  all  wald  be  intollerable, 

"  Quhairfoir  at  me  le  wald  haif  greit  dispyte,      40,215 

**  And  euirilk  da  te  wald  me  blame  and  wyte, 

"  And  luif  me  war,  I  bid  noclit  for  to  fenie, 

"  No  Makcobey,  and  haif  moir  caus  to  plente ; 

"  Quhilk  wald  nocht  faill,"  he   said,    "  that  I 

forsend, 
"  To  bring  me  sone  to  ane  vnhappie  end.  40,220 

"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  ane  mekill  fule  war  I, 
'*  Gif  that  I  suld,  haiffand  sic  caus  and  quhy, 
*'  Wilfullie  to  tak  on  hand  sic  thing, 
"  Quhilk  wald  noclit  faill  to  haif  ane  ill  ending." 
Quhen  he  had  schawin  his  mynd   to   him   in         40,225 

plane. 
This  ilk  Makdufe  he  replicat  agane  : 
"  Gif  it  be  so,"  he  said,  "  that  tliow  hes  schawin, 
"  Grit  mervell  is  so  lang  it  is  vnknawin  ; 
"  For  I  haif  sperit  alss  far  as  I  can, 
"  And  findis  nocht  that  thow  art  sic  ane  man.     45,230 

'  In  MS.  (he. 
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"  Now  in  ^outhheid  quhen  thow  suld  erast  be 

"  Infectit  farrest  to  faminitie, 

"  To  lust  and  plesance  alway  gif  consent, 

"  Quhen  as  iit  tliow  art  ane  innocent ; 

"  Thairefter  in  eild  quhen  passit  is  the  rage,         4,0,235 

"  Sic  wit  in  the  sail  suanipit  be  and  suage, 

"  And  euirilk  da  be  menischit  les  and  les, 

"  And  thow  sail  grow  to  vertew  and  incres, 

*'  And  euirilk  da  wyn  greit  merit  and  meid, 

"  Thank  and  reward  thairof  half  thow  no  40,240 

dreid. 
"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  I  can  nocht  vnderstand, 
"  Thow  suld  forsaik  to  tak  sic  thing  on  hand." 
Quhen  he  had  said,  and  schaw  [to]  him  his  will, 
This  ilk  Malcolme  sic  ansuer  maid  thairtill : 
"  I  half  hard  sa  that  greit  terrour  and  dreid        40,245 
"  Causis  ane  man  [to]  mak  vertu  of  neid ; 
"  For  quhair  ane  man  standis  grit  dreid  or  aw, 
"  Hydis  his  vice,  and  wilbe  laith  to  schaw, 
"  Suppois  natuir  constranie  him  thairto, 
"  ^it  aw  and  dreid  will  caus  him  for  till  do,       40,260 
"  So  scharpe  ane  wand  is  terrour,  aw  and  dreid, 
"  The  plane  contrar  quhen  it  standis  in  neid. 
*'  Rycht  mony  men  that  we  hald  now  full  leill, 
"  ^it  ar  inclynit  baith  to  reif  and  steill, 
"  Quhilk  wald  nocht  spair  war  nocht  justice         40,255 

and  law, 
"  And  dreid  of  deid,  quhomeof  tha  stand  sic  aw. 
"  And  mony  virgin  that  ar  of  gude  fame, 
"  War  nocht  for  dreid  of  thair  freindis  and  blame, 
Col,  2.        <i  j^icht    Weill    I    wait   wald   tak   thair   wantoun 

will, 
"  Sen  neid  throw  kynd  constranis  thame  thair-   40,260 

till, 
"  By  dalie  prattik  as  we  ma  weill  se, 
"  Sone  efter  syne  quhen  tha  half  libertie, 
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"  Of  thair  awin  plesour  for  thame  self  provydifc, 

"  Did  scliaw  or  noclit  how  mony  ane  ar  gydifc. 

«*  Myself,"  he  said,   "  now  in  that  same  stait         40,265 

standis, 
"  So  far  fra  hame  heir  into  vncouth  landis, 
"  Without  prouisioun  in  ane  strange  place, 
"  Quhilk  dois  bot  stand  in  the  kingis  grace, 
"  That  causis  me  waill  oft  on  force  to  fen^e, 
*'  And  with  greit  pane  my  appetyte  constrenie  ;  40,270 
"  Bot  and  I  war,  as  thow  wald  now  haif  me, 
"  HaifTand  sic  fredome  and  auctoritie, 
"  Without  presume  ony  suld  mak  me  l)ley, 
"  I  wald  be  war  nor  euir  wes  Makcobey. 
"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  for  on}'  rycht  or  querrell,  40,275 
"  I  purpois  nocht  to  put  my  self  in  perrell ; 
"  And  neidis  nocht,  haifand  all  that  I  pleis : 
"  He  levis  weill  that  levis  into  eis. 
"  Tliairfoir,"  he  said,  "  persuaid  me  nocht  thairto, 
"  My  self  wait  best  quhat  that  I  haif  till  do."     40,280 
Quhen  Makdufe  hard  sic  ressone  as  he  schew, 
Traistand  richt  weill  that  tha  had  all  bene  trew, 
And  saw  his  mynd  so  far  agane  him  set, 
Wald  na  mair  go  [to]  fische  befoir  the  net, 
So  weill  he  wist  his  travell  wes  in  vane,  40,285 

Bot  on  this  wyss  to  him  he  said  agane: 
"  Cowart  knycht,  sen  reuth  no  tit  pitie 
"  Of  thi  liegis  nothing  communis  the, 
"  No  dt,"  he  said,  "  thi  fatheris  cruell  deid, 
"  On  to  thi  realme  quhilk  will  mak  no  remeid,    40,290 
"  The  gratius  God  heir  I  beseik  abone, 
*'  Other,"  he  said,  "  to  change  thi  mynd  rycht  sone, 
"  Out  of  this  warld  or  suddantlie  the  tak," 
Quhen  this  wes  said  he  turnit  syne  his  bak. 
And  in  the  tyme,  for  verrie  wo  and  tene,  40,295 

The  bitter  teiris  brist  fra  baith  his  ene 
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And  said,  "  Allace  !  that  I  wes  borne  of  wyfe, 
"  Or  tit  so  lang  sould  leifand  be  on  Ijrfe, 
"  Of  my  kyndlie  natioun  for  to  heir  and  se, 
"  "With  tone  tirrane  so  far  oppressit  be  ;  40,300 

"  Now  of  my  self  I  tak  bot  litill  cuir, 
"  Sen  Weill  I  wait  that  I  wes  borne  so  puir, 
"  Witles  and  walk,  and  richt  febill  also, 
"  Out  of  this  warld  als  puir  syne  mon  [I]  go. 
"  O  gratius  God  !   thow  sould  se  to  thi  awin ;       40,305 
"  Sen  fra  thy  sicht  nothing  ma  be  vnschawin, 
"  And  euerie  thing  opin  befoir  thi  ee, 
"  Quhy  thoillis  thow  thi  pepill  puneist  be 
''  With  greit  oppressioun  and  sa  oppin  wrang, 
"  And  ^one  tirrane  to  rax  and  ring  so  lang  ? "     40,3io 
This  ilk  Malcolme  than  said,  quhen  he  had  sene 
The  bitter  teiris  rynnand  fra  his  ene, 
Attouir  his  cheikis  that  war  paill  and  wan. 
Onto  his  feit  like  ony  rane  doun  ran, 
*'  Gude  freind  Makdufe,  be  of  ane  comfort  gude,    40,315 
"  Thow  lies  no  caus  to  murne  sa  in  thi  mude ; 
"  All  that  I  said  wes  bot  to  preif  thi  thocht, 
"  To  ken  and  knaw  gif  thow  wes  leill  or  nocht. 
*'  It  that  I  said  I  fenteit  to  the  than  ; 
"  Traist  weill  of  me,  I  am  ane  vther  man,  40,320 

^^^Com'^^^"   "  -^^^   ^^^^   promit   the    bayth    with   mynd    and 
hart, 
"  In  that  purpois  at  plesoure  tak  thi  part." 
God  wait  or  nocht  gif  this  Makdufe  wes  glaid, 
Quhen  that  he  hard  so  freindlie  as  he  said, 
Turnit  agane  and  tuke  him  be  the  hand,  40,325 

Betuix  thame  tua  than  bund  wes  vp  the  band  ; 
Richt  sadlie  sworne,  as  my  author  me  schew, 
Ilkone  till  vther  suld  be  leill  and  trew. 
This  ilk  Makdufe  syne  in  the  samin  tyde, 
Come  and  remanit  at  the  bordour  syde,  40,330 
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And  secreitlie  to  all  his  freindis  send, 

Qiihilk  all  thair  counsall  lies  maid  to  thame  kend. 

Quhairof  rycht  many  blytli  wes  at  thair  hart, 

And  hes  proraittit  for  to  tak  thair  part ; 

Syne  to  him  senid  bayth  letter  and  seill,  40,336 

And  oblissincf  that  tha  sould  all  be  leill. 

This  gude  Makdufe,  that  wes  bayth  leill  and  trew, 

To  Maleolme  come  and  all  the  seillis  schew, 

And  all  the  ansuer  ilk  word  that  tha  send. 

This  ilk  Maleolme  fra  he  thair  ansuer  kend,         40,340 

Traistand  richt  weill  that  tha  suld  all  be  leill, 

For  moir  effect  had  thair  letter  and  seill 

To  king  Edward,  the  quhilk  he  leit  him  se, 

Askand  at  him  his  counsall  and  supple. 

This  gude  Edward  that  wald  him  nocht  deny,      40,345 

Hes  promeist  him  that  samin  tyme  for-thy 

Ten  thousand  men  that  waillit  war  and  wycht, 

Ouir  all  Ingland  buskit  in  armour  brycht, 

That  in  ane  stour  durst  baldlie  stryke  and  stand. 

His  cousing  Suard,  erle  of  Northumberland,  40,350 

Thair  gyde  suld  be  and  chiftane  in  the  tyde. 

Syne  gart  proclame  for  all  thing  to  provyde, 

Baith  hors  and  harnes,  with  sic  ganand  geir, 

And  all  waponis  that  neidfuU  war  in  weir. 

Quhen   this  wes  schawin  onto  this  Makcobey,        40,355 

Ouir  all  Scotland  thair  rais  greit  stryfe  and  pley, 

Sum  for  the  tane  and  als  sum  for  the  tother : 

With  this  Maleolme  rycht  mony  did  confidder, 

With  Makcobey  had  bene  rycht  soir  opprest. 

Than  euerie  man,  quliair  that  he  louit  best,  40,360 

Tuik  part  that  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Quhairthrow  the  realme  diuydit  wes  in  tua, 

That  force  it  wes,  thocht  men  wer  neuir  so  lidder. 

For  to  tak  part  other  with  ane  or  vther. 

This  Makcobey  with  all  his  power  haill,  40,365 

Oft  previt  hes  his  partie  to  assaill 
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Witli  bernis  bold  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild ; 
Plis  contrapairt  no  way  wald  gif  him  feild, 
Quhill  Malcolme  come  with  liis  auctoritie 
Out  of  Ingland,  with  greit  help  and  supple :         40,37o 
And  so  he  did  sone  effcer  on  ane  da. 
This  Makcobey,  quliilk  at  Dunsenane  la, 
With  all  his  power  wer  into  greit  dreid, 
Seand  the  tyme  approcheand  of  sic  neid, 
Sum  gaif  counsall  with  Malcolme  for  to  mak        40,375 
Peax,  and  he  mycht,  and  trewis  for  to  tak, 
With  quhat  conditioun  plesit  him  to  haif; 
And  vther  sum  that  tyme  amang  the  laif, 
Gaif  counsall  on  to  the  Ylis  to  fie, 
Quhill  efterwart  that  he  his  tyme  mycht  se.  40,380 

This  Makcobey  illudit  wes  so  daft, 
Sic  credence  gaif  to  witchis  and  thair  craft, 
Quhilk  gart  him  trow  that  he  sould  neuer  de, 
Quhill  Birnane  wod,  quhairin  grew  mony  tre, 
Onto  Dounsenane  suddantlie  wer  brocht  ;  40,385 

His  fals  beleif  that  tyme  wes  all  for  nocht. 
This  ilk  Malcolme  the  quhilk  that  rycht  weill  knew 
Col.  2,        Sic  thing  of  him,  as  Makdufe  to  him  schew. 
With  all  the  power  he  had  with  him  thoir, 
To  Birnane  wod  passit  the  nycht  befoir  40,390 

The  da  he  thocht  that  the  battell  sould  be, 
And  euerie  man  ane  greit  branche  of  a  tre, 
Vpone  his  bak  than  other  les  or  mair, 
That  samin  nycht  gart  to  Dunsenane  bair. 
Syne  on  the  morne,  sone  be  the  da  wes  lycht,     40,395 
This  Makcobey  beheld  into  his  sicht 
So  greit  ane  wod,  quhair  neuir  none  tit  grew 
Sen  he  wes  borne,  na  of  sa  grene  ane  hew, 
Traistand  it  Aves  ane  taikin  of  his  deid, 
^it  neuirtheles,  restles  but  ony  reid,  40,400 

Rayit  his  men  that  waponis  docht  to  weild. 
And  suddantlie  syne  gaif  this  Malcolme  feild. 
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And  as  tlia  war  Laith  reddie  for  [to]  June, 

Out  of  the  feild  he  fled  awa  full  sone  ; 

His    men   that    tyme   quhen    tliat   tha  sa   him      40,405 

wend, 
That  wald  nocht  fecht  him  awin  self  to  defend, 
Tlia  thocht  folie  with  sic  ane  man  to  stryfe  ; 
To  Malcolme  than  tha  come  ilk  man  belvye 
Withoutin  straik,  and  put  thame  in  liis  will. 
This  ilk  Malcolme  so  clement  wes  thame  till,        40,4io 
Baith  gude  and  ill  into  the  samin  place 
Rycht  glaidlie  than  resauit  in  liis  grace. 
That  tyme  Makdufe,  qulien  Makcobey  had  fled, 
Follouit  richt  fast,  sic  malice  at  him  bed, 
The  naiTest  way  quhair  he  knew  he  wes  gane  ;  40,415 
Syne  at  Lumfanane  thair  he  lies  him  ouirtane, 
And  said  to  him,  "  Now  fals  dog  thow  sail  de  \" 
Said  he  agane,  '•'  Thairof  that  thow  sail  le ! 
"  No  levand  man  this  da  borne  is  of  wyfe, 
"  That  lies  power  other  with  sword  or  knyfe,       40,420 
"  Or  ony  wapin,  me  for  to  schent  or  slo." 
"  I  am  content,''  said  he,  "  that  it  be  so  ; 
"  For  I  wes  neuir  ^it  of  my  mother  borne, 
"  Quhen    sclio    wes    deid    out    of   hir    syde    wes 

schorne. 
"  This  is  rycht  suith,  traist  weill  that  I  am  he,  40,425 
"  Of  my  liandis,  fals  tratour,  thow  man  de  I" 
Syne  suddantlie  without  mercie  or  grace, 
Rycht  cruellie  he  slew  him  in  that  place  ; 
This  prophecie  availlit  liim  richt  nocht. 
Vpoun  ane  speir  his  held  syne  hes  he  broclit         40,430 
With  greit  blythnes  onto  the  oist  agane ; 
Quhairof  his  fais  war  tliat  tyme  full  fane. 
Than  of  his  regnne  quhilk  wes  the  saxtene  leir. 
He  maid  sic  end  as  I  half  said  low  heir, 
And  of  cure  Lord  ane  thousand  leir  and  one,       40,435 
And  sixtie  als  compleit  war  and  bygone. 

VOL.    IL  T   T 
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That  samin  leir  wes  auchtane  of  his  ring, 
Of  gude  Edward  of  Ingland  that  wes  king. 
Sen  neidfull  is  to  vnderstand  the  storie, 
To  tell  ^ow  heir,  sen  it  is  in  memorie,  40,440 

Of  the  Danis  the  space  and  tyme  how  lang, 
How  mony  als  in  Ingland  of  thame  rang 
That  kingis  war,  and  how  tha  did  succeid, 
Heir  sail  I  tell  as  ^e  ma  efter  reid. 
This  Canutus  quhilk  that  Eldredus  slew,  40,445 

Bot  schort  quhile  syne  befoir  as  I  heir  schew, 
Syne  with  his  sone  Edmound  of  Irnesyde, 
Betuix  thame  tua  the  kinrik  did  diuyde. 
And  so  tha  stude  in  Ingland  lang  togidder, 
Lib.i2,  f.i89b.  Withoutin  stryife,  in  dreid  ilk  ane  of  vther,  40,45o 

^ '  '        And  euirilkone  of  vther  war  suspect. 

Ane  Inghs  man  quhilk  wes  of  Htill  feet, 

Ane  bludie  bouchour,  faithles  wes  but  fame, 

Edrecus  als  wes  callit  to  his  name. 

Of  this  Canutus  to  rewardit  be,  40,455 

This  gude  Edmound  richt  tratourlie  slew  he, 

Vpoun  ane  draucht  doand  his  naturaU  det. 

This  fals  tratour  wnder  the  schield  wes  set, 

Quhilk  to  his  cuming  tuke  gude  tent  and  cuir, 

With  ane  lang  speit  quhilk  in  his  hand  he  buir,   40,400 

Amang  the  bowellis  vpwart  in  the  breist, 

Straik  him  to  deid  withoutin  clerk  or  preist ; 

And  to  Canutus  passit  syne  full  sone, 

And  schew  to  him  that  tyme  how  he  had  done. 

For  luif  of  him  his  awin  prince  lies  nocht  spard,    40,4C5 

Traistand  thairfoir  of  him  to  get  reward. 

This  Canutus  considderit  weill  and  knew, 

This  fals  tratour  that  his  awin  maister  slew, 

That  naturallie  wes  n  other  kynd  nor  leill, 

Greit  danger  wes  with  sic  ane  dog  to  deill ;  40,470 

And  for  that  caus,  as  he  seruit  to  haif, 

That  samin  tyme  siclike  reward  him  gaif. 
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Into  the  streit  quhair  euerie  man  myclit  se, 

Vpoun  ane  galloas  hangit  him  full  hie, 

Into  the  tyme  with  mekill  schame  and  lak,  40,475 

That  all  vther  exempill  thair  micht  tak, 

In  tyme  to  cum,  with  wrang  or  violence, 

For  to  put  hand  other  in  king  or  prince. 

The  Inglis  lordis  syne  quheu  that  tha  knew 

So  greit  justice  Canutus  to  thame  schew,  40,480 

Of  Edmoundis  deid  sic  vengence  he  had  tone, 

With  haill  consent  of  the  lordis  ilkone, 

Maid  him  tutour  to  governe  and  to  gyde 

Of  all  Ingland  ;  also  the  samin  tyde, 

Edward  and  Edwyn  within  ^outh  riclit  far,  40,485 

Of  king  Edmond  the  lauchtfull  sonis  war, 

In  matrimonie  quhilk  that  his  VTyfe  him  buir, 

Deliuerit  lies  into  Canutus  cuir ; 

Quhome  he  ressauit  blythlie  and  bening, 

And  treittit  thame  as  sonis  of  ane  king.  40,490 

Sone  efter  syne  he  changit  his  intent, 

And  send  thame  bayth  onto  the  president, 

Valgarus  hecht,  that  tyme  of  Swadyn  land ; 

Syne  quyetlie  he  send  to  him   command 

Rycht  suddantlie  for  to  distroy  thame  bayth.         40,495 

Tliis  president,  thinkand  gTit  syn  and  skayth 

Sic  innocentis  for  to  condaime  to  deid. 

Send  thame  rycht  far  baith  to  ane  vther  steid, 

To  Salomone,  of  Hungarie  wes  king. 

Thir  tua  childer  that  plesand  wes  and  ^ing,  40,500 

Remanit  thair  richt  lang  and  mony  2eir, 

Quhill  efterwart  as  I  sail  schaw  low  heir. 

Efter  the  deid  syne  of  this  Canutus, 

Ane  sone  he  had  wes  callit  Heraldus, 

As  it  wes  said  wes  in  his  tyme  als  swift  40,505 

As  ony  [h]air  that  ran  wnder  the  lift, 

Thairfoir  Hairflt,  bot  gif  my  author  le. 

With  vulgar  pepill  callit  than  wes  he, 

T  T  2 


660  THE   BUIK   OF   THE 

Tua  zeir  he  rang  and  no  moir  as  I  reid. 
Heirdecanutus  efter  did  succeid,  40,510 

His  bruther  wes,  to  his  auctoritie, 
For-quhy  that  tyme  na  vther  air  had  he. 
Wes  none  so  proude  levand  wnder  the  sky, 
At  Inglismen  quhilk  had  so  greit  invy, 
Herald  his  bruther  that  wes  deid  befoir,  40,515 

For  cans  sum  tyme  he  manist  him  with  schoir, 
Col.  2.       Out  of  the  erth  his  deid  bodie  hes  tone, 

Syne  of  the  heid  he  hes  gart  stryke,  an  one 

In  Lundoun  toun,  quhair  euerie  man  mycht  se, 

Vpoun   ane  staik  gart  set  it  ,vp  full  hie :  40,520 

In  Tames  water,  rynnis  bayth  deip  and  fist. 

Of  the  deid  cors  the  laif  he  gart  in  cast. 

Ane  law  he  maid,  bayth  be  way  and  streit, 

Quhair  euir  tha  hapnit  ony  Dane  to  meit, 

Tlia  suld  him  halss  a,s  ane  man  of  gude,  40,525 

And  in  his  hand  still  for  to  hald  his  hude, 

At  euerie  word  kneill  and  mak  curtasie, 

Ay  still  and  quhill  that  he  war   passit  by. 

Commandit  als  that  nane  of  thame  suld  meit 

Vpoun  ane  brig,  other  on  hors  or  feit,  40,530 

The  sempillest  Dene  in  all  Ingland  wes  kend, 

Bot  to  remane  ay  at  the  brigis  end, 

Without  sterage  ay  still  as  ony  stone, 

Quhill  that  the  Dene  wes  passit  ouir  and  gone, 

And  bek  to  him  syne  as  he  goith  by.  40,635 

The  Inglismen,  quhilk  that  his  tirrany 

Mycht  nocht  suffer  without  humanitie, 

Diuysit  lies  with  greit  subtilitie 

The  Danis  all,  with  litill  sturt  and  noy, 

Vpoun  ane  nycht  in  Ingland  to  distroy.  40,540 

And  so  tha  did  ouir  all  Ingland  ane  nycht, 

In  euirilk  hous  ane  greit  supper  wes  dycht, 

Quhair  all  the  Danis  callit  wes  thairtill, 

Of  wyne  and  aill  takand  tharae  sic  ane  fill. 
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With  sic  exces  quliill  that  tlia  war  als  fow,  40,545 

Syne  fell  on  sleip  alss  sound  as  any  sow  ; 

And  also  fow  and  drokin  as  ane  mous, 

The  Danis  war  than  into  euirilk  hous ; 

That  samin  nycht  syne,  lang  or  it  wes  da, 

Tha  war  all  slane  thair  sleipand  quhair  tha  la.     40,550 

The  Inglismen  syne  on  the  morne  tuke  feild, 

With  euirilk  wicht  ane  wapin  docht  to  weild, 

And  all  the  laif  syne  of  the  Danis  slew. 

Heirdecanutus,  quhen  he  hard  and  knew 

The  fassoun  all  how  tha  his  men  gart  slo,  40,555 

And  him  awin  self  wer  seikand  than  also, 

Knawand  so  weill  than  as  the  mater  standis, 

That  he  micht  nocht  avaid  out  of  thair  handis, 

And  for  that  caus  or  he  come  in  thair  will, 

And  thoill  sic  pane  as  tha  wald  put  him  till,        40,560 

With  ane  lang  knyfe  that  hang  be  his  awin  belt. 

He  slew  him  self  thair  suddantlie  and  suelt. 

The  Inglismen,  quhen  that  tha  hard  and  knew 

So  suddantlie  him  self  as  he  than  slew. 

In  tyme  to  cum  tha  war  quyte  of  his  ill,  40,565 

And  tha  also  had  thair  fredome  and  will, 

Ane  Godowyn,  ane  greit  nobill  that  wes, 

In  Normondy  that  tyme  tha^  haif  gart  pas 

For  Alarude  and  Edward  in  that  tyde, 

Quhilk  brethir  wer  till  Edmond  of  Yrnesyde,         40,570 

Sonis  also  wes  to  the  king  Eldred, 

And  gude  Emma  his  latter  wyfe,  I  red, 

Ducke  Richardis  dochter  wes  of  Normondy, 

As  I  schew  low  bot  schort  quliile  syne  goneby. 

This  Godowyn,  of  quhome  heir  that  I  schew,        40,575 

That  samin  tyme  ane  tratour  wes  vntrew  ; 

Canutus  dochter,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 

Ane  sone  him  buir  quhilk  calKt  wes  Herald, 

'  In  MS.  that. 
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Quhilk  wes  the  caus  of  tressone  as  I  reid  ; 

In  that  belief  this  Herald  suld  succeid  40,580 

.Lib.i2,  f.i90.  Efter  his  guid-schir  for  to  bruke  the  croun, 
Col.  1. 

He  promeist  [lies]  thir  child er  to  poysoun. 

Gude  Alarude  the  eldest  wes  and  air, 

Wes  none  that  da  moir  plesand  and  preclair, 

He  hes  gart  poysoun  in  that  samin  place ;  40,585 

And  gude  Edward,  as  it  wes  Goddis  grace, 

Saifflie  did  his  tressoun  than  wmschew, 

And  how  it  wes  I  can  nocht  tell  tow  now. 

Bot  sone  efter,  as  le  sail  wnderstand. 

This   ilk   Edward  wes  crownit  in  Ingland,  40,590 

Eldredus  sone  wes  narrest  to  succeid. 

This  ilk  Edward  syne  efter,  as  I  reid, 

Ane  nobill  king  he  wes  in  all  his  dais, 

Wes  none  better  as  that  my  author  sais. 

This  Godowyn  for  him  so  soir  that  dred,  40,59.5 

Schort  quhile  befoir   of  Ingland  he  had  fled, 

So  meik  he  wes,  within  ane  litill  space 

Ressauit  him  agane  into  his  grace. 

And  gart  all  thing  agane  to  him  restoir, 

Bayth  land  and  gude  all  that   he  had  befoir  ;        40,G0O 

Gart  him  remane  with  him  self  nycht  and  da ; 

Herald  his  sone,  duke  of  Oxonia 

For  his  plesour  he  maid  into  the  tyme. 

Bot  gratius  God,  the   quhilk  all  gilt  and  cryme 

Rycht   equallie,  thocht  he  desire  ane   space,  40,605 

Will  puneis  heir  or  in  ane  vther  place. 

And  so  he  did  to  this  fals  Godowyn  ; 

Tak  tent  and  heir  how  that  it  hapnit  syne. 
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How     GODOWYN     WORREIT     HIMSELF    TO     DeID    IN 

Presence  of  Edward  King,  becaus  he  rlA-Id 

ANE   GREIT   LeSING. 

Vpoun  ane  da  with  mony   fenteit  fabill, 

With  king  Edward  quhair  that  he  sat  at  tabill,  40,6io 

Of  sindrie  thingis  speikand  ill  and  gude, 

Thair  talking  than  wes  most  of  Alarude, 

This  Godowyn  that  tyme  with  greit  effect, 

Traistand  the  king  thairof  had  him  suspect. 

He  said,  and  suoir  richt  mony  aith  betuene,  40,615 

Of  that  tressoun  he  wes  saikles  and  clene. 

And  in  his  hand  he  tuke  ane  peice  of  breid, 

Before  thame  all  syne  he  held  vp  his  held, 

Vnto  the  king  on  this  same  wyiss  said  he, 

"  I  beseik   God  ma'  this  my  poysoun  be,  40,620 

"  Gif  euir  I  had,  without  onj^  remeid, 

"  Art  or  part  of  Alarudus  deid" 

Syne  in  his  mouth  he  pat  the  breid  with  that, 

Quhen  in  his  hals,  that  same  tyme  quhair  he  sat, 

[It]  stak  so  fast  without  ony  remeid,  40,625 

Or  euir  tha  wist,  it  wirreit  him  to  deid. 

Thus  endit  he  the  quhilk  menswoir  alhallowis, 

Syne  erdit  wes  efter  wnder  the  gallons ; 

Into  this  mater  I  will  no  moir  remane, 

Bot  to  my  storie  turne  I  will  agane.  40,630 

How   King    Malcolme  was    crownit    King  op 
Scotland,    and    how    he    rewardit    his 

LOEDIS     AND     maid    ErLIS    AND    MONY    GUDE 

Lawis. 

This  gude  Malcolme  of  Scotland  than  wes  king. 
The  auchtane  teir  of  this  Edwardus  ring, 

"IiiMS.no. 
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Throw  his  supple,  befoir  as  I  ^o\v  schew, 
His  heretage  in  Scotland  did  reskew. 
Col.  2         Quhilk  crownit  wes  the  fyue  and  tuentie  da  40,636 

Of  Aprile,  as  my  author  did  sa. 
And  of  oure  Lord  ane  thousand  and  sexty 
^eiris  and  one  compleit  war  ane  gone  by. 
To  Forfair  syne  he  passit  thair  and  baid, 
Quhair  he  that  tyme  rycht  mony  lawis  maid  ;      40,640 
To  thair  freindis  that  Makcobey  had  slane, 
Richt  richlie  than  rewardit  hes  agane  ; 
To  euerilkone  that  tyme  baith  les  and  moir, 
That  tuik  his  part  so  planelie  of  befoir. 
In  that  counsall,  as  le  sail  wnderstand,  40,645 

The  first  erlis  that  euir  war  in  Scotland 
Wes  maid  that  tyme  with  his  auctoritie, 
Befoir  wes  wont  bot  thanis  for  to  be. 
Of  quhome  the  names  I  half  noclit  perqueir, 
Of  pairt  of  thame  ^it  sail  I  schaw  tow  heir.        40,650 
Fyfie  and  Angus,  Mar  and  Morauia, 
Buchane,  Catnes,  Menteith,  Atholia, 
The  Lennox,  Ros,  without  ony  gane-call, 
In  that  coimsall  tha  war  maid  erlis  all ; 
And  mony  surename  also  les  and  moir,  40,655 

Wes  maid  that  tyme  quhilk  wes  noclit  of  befoir  ; 
As  Calder,  Lokart,  Gordoun,  and  Setoun, 
Gallowa,    Lauder,  Wawane,  and  Libertoun, 
Meldrum,  Schaw,  Leirmond,  and  Cargill,^ 
Stratherne,  Rattray,  Dundas  als  thairtill,  40,660 

With  Cokburne,  Mar,  and  Abircrumby, 
Myretoun,  Menteis,  and  also  Leslie. 
All  thir  Burnamis  that    I  half  schawin  tow  heir, 
Weill  ma  te  wit,  withoutin  ony  weir. 
That  tha  tuke  part  withoutin  ony  pley  40,665 

Into  that  tyme  aganis  this  Makcobey, 

»  In  MS.  Gargill. 
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With  gude  Malcome  of  Scotland  that  wes  king. 

And  for  that  caus,  and  for  na  vther  thing, 

Richt  greit  rcwardis  to  thame  all  he  gaif, 

Efter   thair  deidis  ^  as  tlia  war  worth  to  haif.       40,670 

To  gude  Makduffe  the  erle  of  Fyffe  gaif  he 

Ane  priuiledge,  and  his  posteritie  ; 

The  first,  qidiilk  wes  ane  priuiledge  conding, 

The  erll  of  FyfFe  quhen  crownit  wes  the  king, 

Onto  his  chyre  suld  him  convoy  and  leid,  40,675 

The  croun  of  gold  syne  set  vpoun  his  held 

With   his   awin  hand,  all  seruice  for  to  mak, 

As  president  most  principall  of  that  act ; 

The  secund  wes,  that  battell  in  ilk  steid 

In  his  gyding  the  vangard  for  to  leid  ;  40,680 

The  thrid  also,  that  neuir  ane  of  his  clan 

Suld  judgit  be  Avnder  ane  vther  man, 

Quhair  euir  he  war,  hot  with  the  erle'  of  Fyffe, 

Quhen  that  he  war  accusit  of  his  lytfe. 

With  mony  lawes  also  hes  maid  than,  4o,685 

Richt  commendabill  bayth  to  God  and  man, 

And  abrogat  all  lawes  les  and  moir. 

That  Makcobeus  maid  had  of  befoir. 

How  Lauchlat,  Makcobeus  Sone,  wes  crownit 
King  in  Scone,  and  how  Makdufe  slew 
him  rycht  sone. 

Rycht  sone  efter  that  done  wes  all  this  thing, 

Thair  come  ane  man  the  quhilk  schew  to  the       40,690 

king 

Of  nyce  newis  in  the  tyme  wes  done, 

Ane  callit  Lauchlat  wes  crownit  into  Scone, 

Quhilk  wes  the  sone  of  foirsaid  Makcobey. 

The  erle  of  Fyffe  send  wes  to  red  that  pley ;  Lib.12,  f.i90b. 

Col.  1. 

•  In  MS.  deith. 
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The  quhilk  at  Esk  that  tyme  hes  him  ouirtane,  40,695 

And  slew  him  thair  with  his  feiris  ilkane. 

Be  this  wes  done,  onto  the  king  wes  tald 

Ane  bellomy  that  busteous  wes  and  bald, 

In  Loutheane  had  seruit  mekill  blame, 

And  quhat  he  wes  I  can  nocht  tell  liis  name,      4o,7oo 

With  mony  revar,  that  war  bald  and  stout, 

He  spuilteit  had  the  land  all  round  about, 

Baith  in  the  Mers  and  Loutheane  rielit  far. 

Ane  nobill  man,  Lord  Patrik  of  Dumbar, 

At  Colbrandispeth  this  captane  carle  he  keild,      40,705 

And  sax  hundretht  of  his  men  into  feild  ; 

Fourscoir  he  tuik  quhilk  to  the  king  he  led, 

The  carlis  heid  also  with  him  he  hed 

Thair  captane  wes,  and  presentit  to  the  king, 

Quha  wes  rejosit  gritlie  of  that  thing.  40,7io 

This  Lord  Patrik  the  erle  of  Merche  he  maid ; 

Of  Colbrandispeth  the  landis  lang  and  braid 

Gaif  him  that  tyme,  and  thairwith  ordand  he. 

In  his  banar  ane  bludie  heid  to  be, 

Perpetuallie  in  ane  taikin  and  sing  40,7i5 

Of  his  honour  the  quhilk  that  did  sic  thing. 

Syne  efter  this  it  hapnit  vpone  cace. 

This  king  Malcolme  at  hunting  in  ane  place. 

Of  sindrie  men  quhome  of  he  wes  suspect, 

As  secreitlie  wes  schawin  him  in  effect,  40,72O 

Conducit  war  than  with  his  mortall  fo. 

For  greit  reward  this  king  Malcolme  to  slo. 

The  king  him  self  that  knew  rycht  weill  thame  all, 

The  men  of  thame  that  wes  most  priucipall, 

Richt  quietlie  the  king  with  him  is  gone  40,725 

Furth  in  the  wod  than  hand  for  hand  alone, 

Waill  secreitlie  wnder  ane  buss  of  breir, 

Quhair  thair  wes  nane  other  to  se  or  heir. 

This  gude  MalcOme  than  to  that  man  said  he, 

"  O  fals  tratour  !  without  humanitie ;  40,730 
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"  O  briitell  beist !  but  kyndnes  in  memoir 

"  Off  all  kyndnes  that  I  did  the  befoir. 

"  Traist  weill,  tratour,  of  the  I  haif  hard  tell, 

"  With  fals  tressoun  thow  schaipis  to  rebell 

"  Aganis  me,  and  is  my  mortall  fo,  40,735 

"  And  tratourlie  thow  schaipis  me  to  slo, 

"  Qulien  I  sail  haif  na  power  to  defend. 

"  Thy  cruelnes  is  riclit  weill  to  me  kend." 

With  that  he  drew  ane  brand  bayth  braid  and 

brycht, 
And  said  till  him,    "  Cum  on  !    God  schaw  the     40,740 

richt ! 
"  Now  is  moir  tyme  quhen  no  man  is  to  red, 
''  No  for  to  sla  me  sleipand  in  my  bed. 
"  Defend  the,  tratour,  ane  of  ws  sail  die  I" 
With  that  the  tratour  fell  doun  on  his  kne. 
And  held  his  handis  to  the  hevin  in  hy,  40,745 

Syne  piteouslie  on  him  mercie  did  cry, 
Malcolme  wes  meik  and  wald  do  him  na  ill. 
And  suddantlie  he  said  agane  him  till, 
"  Of  thi  reat  this  tyme  full  soir  I  rew; 
"  In  tyme  to  cum  so  that  thow  wilbe  trew,         40.750 
"  Heir  I  forgif  the  all  faltis  bygone." 
And  be  the  hand  that  tyme  syne  hes  him  tone : 
Syne  raikit  furth  befoir  as  tha  war  wont, 
Amang  the  laif  into  the  hillis  to  hunt. 
Heir  will  I  rest  ane  lang  quhile  and  remane,       40,755 
And  of  king  Edward  tell  sum  thing  agane. 
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How  Edward,  King  of  Ingland,  was  aigit  and 

Col  2.  HAD      NO     Amis     OF     HIS     BODIE,     SEND     FOR 

Edward  his  Brother  Sone,  quha  was  in 
Hungary,  to  resigne  the  Croun  to  him 
AND  BE  King  of  Ingland  efter  him. 

This  ilk  Edward  as  ze  sail  wnderstand, 

That  samin  tyme  that  king  wes  of  Ingland, 

Weill  agit  wes  and  cuming  to  greit  eild, 

And  of  his  awin  had  nocht  ane  lauchfull  cheild    40,760 

Efter  his  dais  the  kinrik  for  to  gyde. 

His  eldest  bruther  Edmond  of  Yrnesyde, 

His  tua  sonis  quliilk  war  in  Hungarie, 

As  I  schew  iow  hot  schort  quhile  syne  gone  by, 

Edmound  the  eldest  deit  without  air.  ,       40,765 

Edward,  ane  virgin  plesand  and  preclair, 

Weddit  ane  wyfe  wes  callit  Agatha, 

The  kingis  dochter  wes  of  Hungaria  ; 

To  him  scho  buir  Edmond  ane  sone,  also 

Margaret  and  Cristiane,  and  na  barnis  mo.  40,770 

This  king  Edward  that  samin  tj^'me  send  he, 

For  this  Edward  his  sone   and  air  to  be. 

At  his  command  this  Edward  come  belyve 

Into   Ingland  with  his  barnis  and  wywe, 

Quhome  that  the  king  resauifc  with  renoun  ;         40,775 

Befoir  thame  all  syne  offerit  him  the  cromi, 

Beeaus  he  wes  his  eldest  brutheris  cheild, 

And  he  him  self  also  wes  of  gude  eild, 

And  for  that  cans  he  proflerit  him  the  croun, 

Befoir  his  deid  to  gif  him  possessioun.  40,780 

This  ^oung  Edward  so  curtes  wes  and  heind, 

His  darrest  eme,  so  tender  wes  ane  freind, 

He  tliankit  lies  that  tyme  ryclit  reuerently. 

To  tak  the  croun  refusit  lies,  for-thy 

He  wes  eldest  and  grittest  of  renoun,  40,785 

And  in  possessioun  also  of  the  croun, 
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The  quLilk  he  thocht  wes  noclit  semaud  to  be. 

For  greit  degraiding  of  his  majestie. 

The  pepill  all  quhen  that  tha  hard  sic  thing, 

How  ^oung  Edward  refiisit  to  be  king,  40, 790 

For  sic  kyndues  till  his  vnkill  he  hed, 

Withoutin  his  purpois  [eithlie]  micht  liaif  sped, 

Quhen  oft  hes  bene  befoir  that  the  tone  brutlier 

For  heretage  distroyit  hes  the  tother, 

And  for  that  causs  that  he  sic  thing  forsuik,        40,795 

The  pepill  all  greit  plesour  of  him  tuke. 

Sone  efter  syne,  as  my  author  did  tell, 

This  ^oung  Edward,  as  aventure  befell, 

Departit  hes  befoir  Edward  the  king, 

That  sorrowfall  wes  and  sorie  of  tliat  thing,         40,800 

Ay  moir  and  moir  with  greit  langour  and  wo, 

Out  of  this  warld  quhill  he  wes  maid  till  go. 

Sone  efter  syne,  as  halie  kirk  now  grantis, 

Now  in  till  eird  is  numberit  amang  the  Sanctis 

Richt  hie  in  hevin,  with  blythnes  and  grit  40,805 

gloir 
Withoutin  end,  and  so  and  euirmoir. 
The  lordis  than  of  Ingland  euirilkone, 
To  Lundoun  toun  togidder  all  ar  gone 
To  cheis  ane  king  to  be  thair  governour  ; 
This  ^oung  Edmond  quhilk  wes  of  grit  honour,    40,8io 
This  Edwardis  sone  borne  wes  in  Hun^arie, 
Neglectit  wes  that  tyme  and  far  put  by 
The  heretage,  to  quhilk  he  had  sic  richt. 
Part  than  for  wrang  and  vther  part  than  by 

slicht, 
Corruptit  wes  be  giftis  of  Herald,  40,813   Lib.i2,f.i9i. 

Quhome  of  befoir  schort  quhile  to  ^ow  I  tald,  Col.  1 . 

The  eldest  sone  of  Godowyn  bygo. 
And  dochteris  sone  to   Canutus  also. 
For  his  reward  of  greit  riches  and  mycht. 
This  ^oung  Edmond  wes  frustrat  of  his  rycht,     40,82 
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And   this  Herald  without  rycht  of  sic  tiling, 

For  Canutus'  that  da  wes  crownit  king. 

Thair  allegatioun  wes  as  I  wnderstude, 

For  lie  wes  narrest  of  Canutus  blude, 

And  for  that  cans  the  Danis  wald  nocht  prnif,    40,825 

Vnjust  battell  aganis  thame  till  mufe. 

Tha  fenteit  this  to  be  the  cans  and  quliy ; 

It  wes  nocht   so,  and  that  rycht  weill  wait  I. 

That  Canutus  thairof  had  all  the  wyit, 

Quhairat  greit  God  had   effcer  greit   dispyit,  40,830 

And  broclit  thame  all,  as  it  wes  rycht  weill  kend, 

For  thair  falsheid  onto  ane  febill   end. 

And  how  it   wes  quho^  lykis  for  to  speir, 

Tak  tent  this  tyme  and  I  sail  tell  tow  heir. 

How  Herald   mareit  the  Duikis   Dochter  of 

NORMONDY,    AND   HOW   HE    COME   IN    InGLAND, 
MARTERIT  this     fair   LaDIE,   and   SEND   [hir] 

TO  HIR  Father  right  schamefullie,  and  of 

THE   DUIKIS   CUMING   IN   InGLAND. 

This  ilk  Herald  sone  efter  he  wes  king,  40,835 

Into  his  mynd  consauit  lies  sic  thing, 

That  he    wald  pas,   I  cannocht  tell   low  quhy, 

Into  Flanderis,  bot  gif  it  wes  for-thy 

As  God  hes  said  sa  all  thing  man  be  done. 

This  ilk  Herald  to  schipburd  passit  sone,  4o,840 

Syne  ankeris  drew  and  leit  saiUis  dounfaU, 

Befoir  the  wynd  syne  went  ouir  mony  wall. 

Sone  efter  syne,  within  ane  lytill  we, 

So  greit  ane  storme  thair  fell  into  the  se, 

That  force  it  wes  ay  sailland  by  and  by,  40, 845 

For  till  arryve  than  into  Normondy. 

This  ilk  Herald  thairof  he  tuke  the  land, 

The  quhilk  that  tyme  richt  weill  did  wnderstand 


'  In  MS.  Conatus.  |     « In  MS.  quhy. 
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William  e,  Bastard  quhilk  wes  of  Normondy, 

At  him  he  had  greit  malice  and  invy,  40,850 

For  his  father  distroyit  Alarude, 

His  coiising  deir,   so  neir  wes  of  his  blude. 

And  for  that  cans  to  counsall  he  is  gone, 

Decreittit  wes  syne  with  thame  all  ilkone, 

Herald  suld  fente  that  he  come  to  wed  40,855 

The  duikis  dochter,  to  bring  to  his  bed 

In  matrimonie  vnto  his  wyfe  and  quene, 

To  mak  friendschip  quhair  lang  grit  weir  had  bene. 

Quhairof  this  duke  richt  hartlie  wes  content, 

And  gart  compleit  all  thing  incontinent  40,860 

Of  his  desyre  that  he  plesit  to  half; 

His  dochter  syne  in  mariage  him  gaif 

With  greit  devyss ;  quhen  all  thing  wes  done  so, 

He  tuke  liis  leif  hame  with  liis  wyfe  till  go. 

And  quhen  he  come  in  middis  of  the  way,  40,8G5 

Vpoun  the  se,  as  my  author  did  say, 

The  Normanis  all  that  come  hir  till  convoy, 

Into  that  tyme  withoutin  noy, 

Except  hir  self  that  tyme  and  othir  thrie, 

Send  all  agane  hame  bakwart  ouir  the  se.  40,87o 

In  Ingland  syne,  sone  efter  he  come  hame, 

To  this  ladie  lies  done  greit  lak  and  scliame, 

Of  hir  father  for  malice  and  invy,  Col.  2. 

Magir  hir  will,  gart  laddis  with  hir  ]y. 

Hir  plesand  ene  syne  as  the  cristell  stone,  40,875 

For  greit  dispyte  out  of  hir  held  hes  tone ; 

Syne  cuttit  of  hes  baith  hir  eiris  tuo, 

Hir  lustie  lippis  and  hir  nois  also  ; 

Hir  plesand  face,  that  pitie  wes  to  se, 

Deformit  hes  with  greit  crudelitie ;  40,880 

Onto  hir  father  in  his  lak  and  schame, 

On  that  same  fassoun  than  he  send  hir  hame. 

This  Williame  Bastard  syne  efter  rycht  sone, 

Of  that  injure  Heraldus  had  him  done, 
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With  greit  power,  as  my  author  did  sa,  40,885 

In  Ingland  come  syne  efter  on  ane  da, 

With  bernis  bald  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 

And  slew  Heraldus  fechtand  into  field. 

Depryuit  him  of  his  kinrik,  lyfe  and  croun. 

Of  greit  injure  and  of  the  fals  tressoun,  40,890 

To  him  befoir  so  Avranguslie  he  wrocht, 

And  his  dochter  full  deir  than  hes  he  bocht. 

And  euir  moir  in  storie  as  I  reid, 

The  Normond  blude  sensyne  hes  done  succeid 

Into   Ingland,  haifand  auctoritie,  40,895 

Baith  of  the  croun  and  all  greit  dignitie : 

As  God  prouydis  so  all  thing  is  done. 

This  Williame  Bastard  efter  this  rycht  sone, 

Thair  with  his  lordis  into   Lundoun  toun, 

Ressauit  hes  of  all  Ingland  the  croun  ;  40, 900 

And  all  the  lordis  also  ill  and  gude, 

Ouir  all  Ingland  quhilk  war  of  Inglis  blude, 

Dishereist  hes  withoutin  ony  dreid, 

And  maid  ane  Normane   in  his  place  succeid. 

The  vulgar  pepiU  leit  thame  leif  als  fre,  40^905 

And  far  better  nor  tha  war  wont  to  be, 

With  thair  awin  law,  langage,  and  all  the  laif, 

Siclike  befoir  as  tha  war  wont  to  haif ; 

The  kinrik  als  as  it  wes  wont  to  be, 

Callit  Ingland  be  his  auctoritie.  40,910 

Quhilk  causit  thame  fra  that  tyme  furth  but  pley, 

To  him  and  his  euir  moir  for  to  obey. 

And  iit  hes  done,   I  can  nocht  tell  how  lang, 

As  plesis  God  the  quhilk  can  do  na  wrang. 

This  toung  Edmound,  the  sone  wes  of  Edward,  40,9i5 

Quhen  that  he  saw   the  kinrik  wes  transferd 

Fra  his  natioun  wnto  the  Normane  blude, 

Perfitlie  than  he  knew  and  wnderstude  ■ 

That  all  his  laubour  wes   [but]  waist  and  vane, 

In  Ingland  than  na  langar  wald  remane.  40,920 
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In  ferme  purpois  to  pas  in  Himgarie, 

With  baith  his  sisteris  syne  went  to  the  se ; 

Thair  passage  maid  than  out  of  Thamis  mouth. 

The  wind  it  blew  so  stark  out  of  the  south, 

Ay  be  ane  burd  it  draif  thame  to  the  north,        40,925 

Quhill  tha  tuke  land  richt  far  vp  into  Forth, 

Into  ane  place,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Sanct  Margaretis-hoip  is  call  it  at  this  da. 

To  king  Malcolme  quhen  this  wes  schawin  syne, 

Remanand  wes  into  Drumfermlyne,  40,930 

To  thame  he  send  for  to  inqu3rre  and  speir 

Of  thair  cuming  the  fassoun  and  maneir. 

As^  he  [wes]  bad  this  messinger  hes  done;  Lib.i2,f.i9ib. 

Syne  come  agane  and  schew  to  him  rycht  sone,  Co .  1. 

Quhat  that  tha  war  and  how  that  tha  come       40,935 

thair, 
And  all  the  fassoun  ilk  word  les  and  raair, 
The  quhilk  befoir  that  I  haif  put  in  verss, 
Is  nocht  neidfull  agane  for  to  reherss. 
This  king  Malcolme,  quhilk  wes  nocht  immemor 
The  greit  kyndnes  that  gude  Edward  befoir  40,940 

Schew  him  in  Ingland  quhen  he  did  remane. 
And  for  his  saik  thairfoir  he  thocht  agane 
Onto  his  freindis  recompance  to  mak, 
Quhilk  causit  him  moir  kyndlie  with  him  talc. 
And  so  he  did  with  greit  honour  and  gloir,         40,945 
And  all  his  lordis  that  tyme  les  and  moir 
That  present  war,  tha  princes  richt  potent. 
With  king  Malcome  onto  the  schip  tha  went. 
This  ^oung  Edward  that  knew  full  weill  sic  thing, 
Richt  reuerentlie  he  come  and  met  the  king,         40,950 
With  his  mother  and  with  his  sisteris  tuo, 
Quhilk  salust  him  syne  all  the  laif  also. 


>  In  MS.  As  as. 
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This  nobill  king  lies  tane  liim  by  the  hand, 

His  mother  syne,  quhilk  nixt  [to]  him  did  stand, 

He  kissit  hes  thair,  with  his  sisteris  tuo,  40,955 

To  Drumfermling  syne  maid  thame  all  till  go  ; 

In  greit  blythnes  ane  lang  tyme  of  the  ^eir, 

Quhair  tha  remanit  ilk  da  with  grit  cheir. 

As  plesis  God  so  all  thing  man  be  done  : 

This  king  Maleolme  considderit  hes  rycht  sone      40,960 

Of  this  Margaret  the  greit  humilitie, 

Hir  pulchritude  and  hir  speciositie, 

Hir  greit  vertu,  the  quhilk  that  did  exceid 

All  vther  virgin  in  hir  tyme,  I  reid  ; 

And  for  that  cans,  as  my  author  did  mene,  40,965 

This  king  Maleolme  hes  tane  hir  to  his  quene. 

With  haill  consent  of  the  nobillitie. 

In  matrimony  his  lauchtfall  wyfe  to  be. 

The  teir  of  God  quhilk  send  sic  grace  fi-a  hevin, 

Ane  thousand  saxtie  als  thairto  and  sevin,  40,970 

This  ilk  Margaret  of  quhome  befoir  I  mene, 

Of  Scotland  than  wes  crownit  to  be  quene. 

This  beand  done  as  le  sail  wnderstand, 

Than  Williame  Bastard,  king  wes  of  Ingland, 

Qulien  that  he  knew  how  all  this  thing  wes  done,  40,975 

He  flemit  hes  out  of  Ingland  riclit  sone 

The '  freindis  all  wes  of  this  ilk  Edgair, 

That  levand  war  ilkane  baith  les  and  mair  ; 

Quhilk  of  thair  lyvis  wes  so  soir  adred, 

That  samin  tyme  in  Scotland  all  tha  fled.  40,980 

Quhometo  king  MalcOme  greit  rewardis  gaif, 

Of  gold  and  land  as  tha  war  worth  to  half, 

The  quhilk  sensyne  geid  neuer  tit  hame  agane, 

Bot  ay  in  Scotland  stone  still  did  remane  ; 

And  quliat  tha  war,  quha  lykis  for  to  speir,         40,985 

Thair  surnames  alss  now  I  sail  schaw  tow  heir, 

'  In  MS.  This. 
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Lyndesay,  Wallace,  Touris,  [and]  Lovell, 

Ramsay,  Prestoun,  Sandelandis,  Bisset,  Soullis,  Maxwell, 

Wardlaw,  Giffiird,  Maule,  Bortliuik  also, 

Fethikran,  Creiclitoun,  all  tliir  and  no  mo.  40,990 

Fyve  of  tliir  last,  alss  far  as  I  can  spy. 

Come  with  this  Edgar  out  of  Vngary ; 

And  all  the  laif  of  tliir,  as  eith  is  to  ken, 

Of  thir  ilkone  tha  war  all  Ins^lismen. 

This  Williame  Bastard  quhen  he  wnderstude,         40,995 

This  king  Malcolme  with  so  greit  gratitude  Col.  2. 

Ressauit  hes  thir  men  baith  les  and  moir, 

To  him  he  wrait  with  ryclit  greit  host  and  schoir. 

In  heichtie  langage  that  wes  all  to  large, 

Commandand  him,  wnder  all  pane  and  charge      41,000 

Of  his  perrell  that  efter  micht  be  fund, 

This  ilk  Edgair  he  sould  send  to  him  bund. 

Than  king  Malcome,  in  fair  termis  and  plane, 

Als  hett  and  hielie  ansuer  maid  agane ; 

Sayand,  als  far  as  he  culd  wnderstand,  41,005 

He  wes  nocht  oblist  to  keip  his  command ; 

No  tit,  he  said,  of  his  desyr  and  will, 

Nocht  worth  ane  fle  thairof  he  wald  fulfill. 

"  As  for  his  bost  I  set  richt  litill  by, 

"  Do  that  he  dow,''  he  said,   "  I  him  ^  defye."      41,010 

With  this  ansuer  the  messinger  richt  sone, 

Went  hame  ascane  and  schew  how  he  had  done  ; 

And  all  the  ansuer  that  he  gat  agane, 

Ilk  word  by  word^  in  termis  that  war  plane. 

This  Williame  Bastard  herand  it  wes  so,  4i,oi5 

Ane  greit  armie  he  furneist  hes  till  go 

With  ane  liecht  Rodger,  as  I  vnderstand, 

Ane  Normane  wes  into  Northumberland, 

For-quhy  gude   [Suard]  that  tyme  thairof  wes  lord, 

To  king  Malcome,  gif  that  I  rycht  record,  41,020 

•  In  MS.  am.  |   .   "  In  MS.  ivordis. 
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His  mother  bruther  in  the  t3'me  wes  lie, 
And  tuik  his  part  at  possibilitie. 
This  ilk  Rodger  than  for  to  keip  command, 
He  enterit  sone  into  Northumberland, 
Quhair  he  that  tyme  "wes  sone  put  to  the  war,    4i,025 
His  men  war  slane,  him  self  chaissit  rycht  far, 
And  in  the  chace,   as  it  wes  rycht  weill  knawin, 
Throw  tressoun  slane  thair  be  men  of  his  a  win. 
This  Williame  Bastard,  of  Ingland  that  wes  king, 
Quhilk  litill  stui't  than  tuke  of  all  that  thing,     4i,030 
Ane  grittar  armie  sone  efter  he  send 
In  Cumberland,  syne  maid  with  thame  to  wend 
The  erle  Richart,  of  Loncastell  wes  lord, 
To  be  thair  gyid*  and  keip  thame  in  concord. 
The  erle  of  Merche,  gude  Patrik  of  Dumbar,         4i,035 
And  of  Meuteith,  thir  tua  erlis  send  war 
Be  king  Malcolme  that  tyme  in  Cumberland, 
Quhilk  stoppit  him  and  maid  him  sic  ganestand. 
Scant  worth  ane  hog  tha  leit  him  tak  awa ; 
Quhair  he  tuke  ane  tha  tuke  agane  ay  tua.  4i,040 

This  Williame  Bastard  seand  it  wes  so, 
Ane  greit  armie  he  hes  maid  till  go, 
Gif  it  be  trew  that  my  author  tald  me, 
With  ane  bischop  thair  governour  to  be. 
And  wes  ^  his  bruther,  Oden  hecht  to  name,         4i,045 
The  erle  of  Kent,  ane  man  of  nobill  fame, 
Quhilk  enterit  sone  into  Northumberland, 
Wes  nothing  fre  befoir  thame  that  tha  fand, 
Baith  brint  and  slew,  as  my  author  did  sa. 
Syne  mekill  gude  tha  tuke  with  thame  awa,         4i,050 
Evin  as  tha  wald  at  thair  plesour  and  will. 
Syne  king  [Malcolme],  quhilk  sone  thair  ^  sped 
thame  till, 


»  In  MS.  kynd.  |      "In  MS.  thair  than. 

2  In  MS.  with. 
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Arreistit  thame,  syne  with  ane  maissar  wand, 

Or  tha  passit  out  of  Nortliumbeiiand, 

Riclit  mony  thousand  of  thame  thair  wes  slane,    4i,055 

And  all  the  laif  war  cliasit  hame  agane. 

This  bald  hischop,  for  all  his  schavin  croun, 

Durst  nocht  than  byde  to  heir  thair  confessioun.  Lib.  12,  f.  192. 

Zit  William  Bastard,  quhilk  that  wald  nocht  tyre,  Oo .  1. 

Ane  grittar  armie  and  with  moir  desyre,  4i,060 

With  his  sone  Robert  wnto  Northumberland, 

With  thame  he  send  to  be  at  his  command. 

This  ilk  Robert,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

He  come  to  Tyne  and  thair  stane  still  he  la : 

The  New  Castell  he  gart  agane  restoir  4i,065 

Till  the  awin  strenth  distroyit  wes  befoir. 

Into  that  tyme  he  did  no  vther  thing, 

Bot  passit  hame  but  ony  tareing. 

This  Williame  Bastard,  quhilk  culd  nocht  proceid, 

To  his  purpois  cumand  so  hulie  speid,  41,070 

All  that  he  did  befoir  richt  far  he  rewis. 

With  king  Malcolme  wes  fane  for  to  tak  trewis, 

Of  this  conditioun  I  sail  to  low  sa ; 

That  all  the  land  fra  Stanemure  inwart  la 

North  onto  Tueid,  without  ony  ganestand,  4i,075 

All  Cumbria  and  also  Westmureland, 

This  king  Malcolme  suld  half  in  peax  and  rest, 

For  euirmoir  withoutin  ony  molest : 

Makand  thairfoir  aith  of  fidelitie 

To  this  Wilhame  and  his  posteritie.  4i,080 

Into  Stanemure  ane  cors  of  stane  wes  set, 

Quhair  the  merchis  of  thir  tua  kingis  met ; 

And  on  the  cors,  as  le  sail  wnderstand, 

Tua  crownit  kingis  with  sceptour  in  to  hand 

Depanetit  wer  richt  propirlie  that  tyde  :  4i,085 

The  king  of  Scotland  on  the  northmest  syde, 

The  king  of  Ingland  also  on  the  vther, 

Haldand  thair  faces  euerilk  ane  fra  vther, 
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I  wait  noclit  weill  quhitlier  on  fit  or  hors 

Quhilk  ay  sensyne  wes  callit  the  Re-cors.  '  41^090 

And  Suardis  sone,  erle  of  NorthumberJand, 

Hecht  Wordyas,  maid  mariage  and  band 

With  ane  ladie  of  fame  that  wes  wnfyJd, 

To  Williame  Bastard  that  wes  dochter  child; 

And  this  erle  Sward  in  tyme  to  cum  suld  be      41,095 

For  tuentie  ^eir  of  all  tribute  maid  fre, 

Fra  Williame  Bastard,  of  Ingland  that  wes  king, 

Quhiik  gi-antit  wes  to  him  and  his  ofspring. 

This  beand  done  as  I  haif  said  zow  heir, 

Sone  efter  syne  within  les  nor  ane  ^eir,  41^100 

Into  the  Ylis  and  in  Gallowa, 

Baith  thift  and  reif,  as  my  author  did  sa 

Slauchter  and  murthur  with  mekle  oppin  wrano- 

With  all  ill  vices  in  that  tyme  tha  rano-. 

And  or  I  tell  ^ow  quhat  wes  the  remeid,  41  105 

Heir  mon  I  la  ane  stra  into  this  steid, 

And  of  Banquho  sum  mentioun  for  to  mak 

Of  quhome  befoir  in  this  same  bulk  I  spak 

Quhilk  Makcobey  with  sa  greit  tressoun  slew 

Siclike  befoir  in  that  same  tyme  I  schew        '     41  no 

With  fals  tressoun  he  quit  him  to  his  thank. 

He  had  ane  sone  wes  callit  Eleank, 

Quhilk,  with  the  substance  in  the  tyme  he  hed 

Fra  Makcobey  into  the  Walls  he  fled  • 

Quhair   with    the    lord    he    tretit    wes    rycht        41  115 

Weill, 
And   to  his  dochter  wes  so  deir  ilk  deill 
As  kyndlie  is  thairof  sould  no  man  wonder, 
Richt  sone  efter  wes  brocht  in  sic  ane  blunder 
Judge  ^e  or  nocht  gif  that  scho  wes  begyld, 
That  sone  efter  scho  wox  rycht  greit  witli  '        41  i2u 

child ; 
Quhairat  hir  fiither  wes  richt  ftir  displesit. 
This  Eleank,  or  that  he  wald  be  mesit, 
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Richt  cruellie  without  mercie  gait  slo ; 

His  dochter  als,  qiihen  that  he  had  done  so, 

In  seruitude  for  terme  of  all  hir  lyfe  4i,i25 

Maid  hir  to  be  ane  sympill  mannis  wyfe.  Col.  2. 

Quhill  efterwart  ane  toung  sone  that  scho  buir 

To  Eleank,  of  quhome  scho  tuke  sic  cuir, 

Quhill  he  wes  leirit  baitli  to  gang  and  ryde, 

Quhilk  callit  wes  to  name   Walter  that  tyde,        4i,i30 

In  Albione  wes  nocht  ane  farar  child  ; 

Syne  efterwart,  quhen  that  he  come  till  eild, 

On  to  Scotland  to  king  Malcome  come  he. 

Sone  efter  syne,  throw  greit  nobillitie, 

And  worthines  in  mony  stalwart  stour,  4i,i35 

Greit  fame  he  wan  with  riches  and  honour, 

And  with  king  Malcome  haldin  wes  of  price, 

Becaus  he  wes  so  nobill  and  so  wyce. 

This  ilk  Walter  syne  efter  on  ane  da, 

With  greit  power  wes  send  in  Gallowa,  4i,i4o 

For  to  resist  the  tratouris  did  rebell, 

Quhome  of  befoir  schort  quhile  ^e  hard  me  tell. 

This  toung  Walter  with  litill  sturt  or  noy, 

He  maid  thame  all  to  be  as  clois  and  quoy. 

Thair  greit  chiftane,  MakGlawis  hecht  to  name,    41,145 

Of  all  thair  deidis  quhilk  that  buir  the  blame, 

Fechtand  in  feild,  and  mony  mo  he  slew, 

The  laif  wes  sworne  than  all  for  to  be  trew. 

Syne  efterwart  he  passit  in  the  Ylis, 

And  part  throw  strenth,  and  vtlier  part  throw     41,150 

wylis. 
He  maid  thame  all  als  svaldiu  as  ane  wand, 
For  till  obey  and  b3^de  at  his  command. 
Becaus  lie  wes  of  sic  nobillitie, 
This  king  Malcome  of  his  auctoritie 
His  land-stewart  in  the  tyme  he  maid  41,165 

Ouir    all    Scotland    that    wes    baith    lang   and 

braid ; 
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Syne  till  his  surename  Stewart  did  him  call, 
And  gaif  to  him  the  land  [is]  Hand  all 
In  Cuninghame,  that  my  author  did  sa, 
Quhilk  Stewartoun  ar  callit  at  this  da.  4i;i60 

His  hous  and  famell,  efter  as  I  schew, 
Onto  sic  riches  and  greit  honour  grew, 
And  spred  richt  far  also  hes  his  ofspring, 
Of  quhome  sensyne  discendit  is  our  king. 
Heir  efberwart,  quhen  I  haif  tyme  and  space,        41,165 
I  shall  schaw  tow  as  God  will  gif  me  grace. 
Sone  efter  this  that  le  haif  hard  me  tell, 
Ane  hecht  Makduncane  in  Murra  did  duell, 
Perswadit  hes  all  [pepill]  moir^  and  les, 
The  Mernis,  Mar,  Ross,  Buchane  and  Caitnes,       4i,i70 
For  to  conspyre  agane  Malcome  thair  king, 
And  disobey  him  into  euerie  thing, 
Without  he  leit  thame  hald  thair  landis  fre, 
But  ferme  or  maill.  at  thair  awin  libertie  ; 
And  greit  injure  agane  the  king  hes  done.  4i,i75 

Makduffe  of  Fyffe  thairfoir  wes  send  rycht  sone, 
With  greit  power  that  perrell  to  prevene. 
The  men  of  Mar  quhilk  hes  his  power  sene, 
Dreidand  his  strenth  tha  tempit  him  for-thi 
With  greit  reward  gif  tha  culd  heir  him  by.         4i,i80 
That  samin  tyme  king  Malcome  at  thair  hand, 
With  new  power  wes  cumin  in  the  land  ; 
Syne  with  Makdufe  togidder  baith  in  one, 
To  Monymusk  richt  haistelie  ar  gone, 
And  plantit  hes  thaii'  pakeonis  on  a  plane,  4i,i85 

Ane  quhile  at  counsall  syne  thair  did  remane. 
Lib.i2,f.i92b.  This  king  Malcolme  that  samin  tyme  gaif  he 
To  Sanct  Androis,  with  haill  auctoritie. 
Of  Monymusk  alhaill  the  baronie. 
Of  his  fais  to  send  him  victorie.  4i,i90 

'  lu  MS.  moir  moir. 
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Syne  with  his  oist  he  passit  furth  but  pley, 

Quhill  that  he  come  on  to  the  water  of  Spey, 

Quhair  all  his  fais  in  the  samin  tyde, 

Remanand  wer  vpoun  the  tother  syde. 

In  gude  ordour  appeirit  in  thair  sicht,  4i,i95 

In  breist  plait,  birnie,  and  in  basnet  brycht ; 

Sic  multitude  of  thame  as  he  lies  sene, 

He  trowit  nocht  in  all  Scotland  had  bene. 

The  man  that  tyme  the  kingis  baner  buir, 

Stoppit  and  stude  and  no  forder  than  fuir,  4,1,200 

Sum  thing  adred,  as  my  author  did  mene  : 

The  king  thairof  richt  crabit  wes  and  tene, 

And  hint  the  baner  sone  out  of  his  hand  ; 

On  to  ane  vther  by  him  self  did  stand, 

Ane  berne  full  bald  quhilk  wes  of  blude  and        41,205 

bone, 
Quhilk  callit  wes  Alexander  Carone, 
He  gaif  the  baner  in  his  hand  to  bair ; 
In  heretage  syne  efter  euir  mair, 
His  surename  syne  wes  callit  Scrymgeour, 
Quhilk  surname  lit  tha  keip  to  this  same  hour.  41,210 
This  beand    done  the  king  passit  ouir  Spey, 
Quhair  mony  freik  that  da  had  bene  full  fey, 
War  not  the  kirkmen,  my  author  did  mene, 
With  intercessioun  gangand  oft  betuene, 
Quhilk  causit  thame  than  of  that  stryfe  to  ceis.  41,215 
Of  tliis  conditioun  freindschip  maid  and  peice  ; 
The  commonis  all  sould  skaill  awa  but  stryfe, 
The  nobillis  all  ilkane,  saiffand  thair  lyfe, 
Suld  cum  that  tyme  into  the  kingis  will. 
To  quhat  pennance  him  plesit  put  thame  till.        41,220 
This  Makduncane  that  all  the  stryfe  began, 
And  vther  mo  wes  no  [les]  witles  than,^ 


'  In  MS.  And  mo  vther  wes  no  witles  than. 
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Sone  efter  syne  he  did  thame  all  denude 
Of  land  and  lordschip,  and  all  vther  gude  ; 
Syne  all  thair  tyme  with  grit  pennance  tha  la      41,225 
In  Strang  presoun  vnto  thair  latter  da. 
Quhen  this  wes  done  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 
The  king  Malcome  richt  lang  and  mony  teir, 
In  peax  and  rest  and  greit  tranquillitie, 
Ane  lang  quhile  so  efter  leuit  he.  •        41,230 

Off  halmes  [deidis]  all  vther  did  exceid 
In  Albione  in  his  dais,  I  reid, 
Of  godlynes  and  of  richt  perfite  lyfe. 
Be  the  instructioun  of  Margaret  his  wyfe, 
Quhilk  in  hir  tyme  had  nother  maik  no  peir        41,235 
In  Albione,  alss  far  as  I  can  heir. 
Insufficient  I  am  for  to  discrywe 
Hir  sanctitude,  and  eik  hir  halie  lyfe  ; 
Hir  greit  diuotioun  and  hir  godlie  werkis, 
As  writtin  is  be  mony  famous  clerkis :  41,240 

And  of  king  Malcome  and  his  nobill  deidis, 
Witnes  will  bair  quha  that  his  legend  reidis. 
Thairfoir  as  now  I   will  lat  sic  thing  be, 
Ouir  langsum  war  heir  at  this  tyme  to  me ; 
Thair  werkis   all  heirfoir  to  put  in  write  41,245 

My  pen  wald  irk,  my  self  also  to  dyte 
Wald  grow  als  dull  and  sad  as  ony  stone, 
Thairfoir  as  now  I  lat  sic  thing  alone. 
The  gude  exempill  of  thair  halie  lyfe, 
He[s]  causit  mony  with  thame  for  to  stryfe  41,250 

In  greit  perfectioun  and  in  cheritie. 
Col.  2.       Preissand  with  thame  thairin  equale  to  be. 

Quene  Margaretis  mother,  Agatha  hecht  to  name, 

Cristianc  hir  sister  wnfyllit  of  fame. 

Throw  gude  exempill  of  thir  tua  tha  tuke,  41,255 

All  warldlie  pomp  and  riches  tha  forsuik  ; 

And  all  the  dais  efter  of  thair  lywe, 

Religious  like  leuit  contemplatywe. 
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Edgair  hir  bruther,  as  I  wnderstand, 

That  samin  tyme  he  passit  in  Ingland  4i,260 

To  Wilhame  Bastard,  quhilk  did  him  resaif, 

And  gi-eit  lordschip,  quhair  he  plesit  to  haif, 

He  gaif  to  him  in  all  part  vp  and  doun, 

And  S}Tie  gaif  ouir  all  richtis  to  the  croun 

To  Williame  Bastard  hartlie  with  gude  will,  41,265 

And  neuir  agane  to  haif  reclame  th  air  till ; 

And  all  his  tyme  withoutin  sturt  or  stryfe, 

He  leuit  so  to  ending  of  his  lyfe. 


Off  Williame  Bastaedis  Deceis,  and  of  his 
Thrie  Sonis,  how  King  Malcome  biggit 
THE  Kirk  of  Durhame,  and  of  the  Seige 
of  Anwik,  and  of  and  how  King  Mal- 
come deceissit. 

Neirby  this  tyme  as  te  sail  wnderstand, 

Williame  Bastard,  that  king  wes  of  Ingland,  4i,270 

Than  of  his  regnne  quhilk  wes  the  tuentie  teir. 

He  tuik  his  leif  and  baid  no  langar  heir. 

The  teir  of  God  ane  thousand  and  fourscoir, 

And  sex  teiris  compleit  war  and  no  moir. 

Quhilk  had  thre  sonnis  plesand  and  preclair,  41,275 

Williame  Kufus,  that  eldest  wes  and  air, 

Kinfj  of  Infjland  he  maid  efter  his  deid. 

The  quhilk  succeidit  syne  into  his  steid  ; 

The  secund,  Robert,  duke  of  Normondy ; 

The  Youngest  sone  quhilk  callit  wes  Henry,  4i,280 

The  fairrest  thing  that  euir  wes  on  the  mold. 

To  him  he  left  his  riches  and  his  gold. 

This  king  Malcome  into  that  samin  tyme. 

The  kirk  of  Durhame  foundit  of  stone  and  lyme, 

That  faillit  Aves  ane  lang  tyme  of  befoir,  41,285 

Reformit  lies  syne  all  thing  les  and  moir. 
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In  forme  and  feet  as  it  wea  wont  to  be, 
With  als  greit  fredome  and  auctoritie. 
Ane  faithfull  father  of  honour  and  fame, 
Priour  thairof,  hecht  Torgatus  to  name,  41,290 

Ane  letterit  man  profound  in  all  science. 
Just  and  deuot,  rycht  haill  of  conscience ; 
The  king  Malcorae  this  halie  Torgotus, 
He  maid  him  bischop  of  Sanct  Androis  ; 
The  quhilk  that  wrait  the  legend  and  the  lyfe     41,295 
Of  king  Malcolme  and  gude  Margaret  his  wyfe. 
Wes  none  culd  do  that  thing  so  weill  as  he, 
Quhilk  wes  so  just  and  neuir  ane  word  culd  le. 
And  all  thair  lyfe  perfitlie  weill  he  knew ; 
Thairfoir  I  traist  all  that  he  said  wes  trew  41,300 

Of  thame  ilk  word,  as  semis  weill  to  be. 
Be  thair  gude  lyfe  and  his  auctoritie. 
By  counsall  of  this  ilk  Torgotus  syne. 
Lib.  I2,f.i93.  K^ing  Malcome  biggit  into  Dunfermlyne 

Ane  fair  tempill  [the  best]  of  the  countre ;  4i,306 

Syne  ordand  hes  perpetuallie  to  be, 

Into  that  kirk  with  diligence  and  cuir, 

All  kingis  grauit  into  sepulture. 

This  Williame  Rufus  ^e  sail  wnderstand, 

Sone  efter  he  wes  maid  king  of  Ingland,  4i,3io 

Rycht  wickitlie  that  tyme  begouth  to  wirk 

Agane  the  fredome  than  of  halie  kirk  ; 

And  mony  abba  also  gart  distroy, 

To  kirk  and  kirkmen  greit  injure  and  noy, 

Ilk  da  be  da  he  wrocht  without  ony  remeid,       41,315 

Quhairthrow  rycht  mony  sufferit  hes  the  deid. 

The  halie  bischop,  just  and  glorious, 

Of  Canterberrie  callit  Anselmus, 

Becaus  this  king  meikle  he  did  corrak 

Of  his  vices,  quhairof  he  thocht  sic  lak,  41,320 

And  grew  so  hett  withoutin  ony  remeid, 

That  efterwart  he  thocht  to  haif  his  heid  ; 
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War  noclit  tlie  soner  onto  Rome  he  fled, 

So  wait  I  Weill  into  the  tyme  he  lied. 

Suppois  he  knew  that  lycht  just  wes  his  41,325 

querrell, 
^it  neuertheles  he  wald  vmschew  that  perrell, 
Althocht  he  wes  rycht  saikles  of  that  eryme, 
To  saue  himself  onto  ane  better  tyme. 
Williame  RufFus  [of]  quhome  befoir  I  takl, 
Rycht  greit  displesour  oft  and  mony  fald  41,330 

Of  Cumbria  and  of  Northumberland, 
So  peceable  wer  in  the  Scottis  hand, 
Rycht  gi*eit  dispyte  into  his  mynd  had  he. 
Thairfoir  rycht  sone  ane  wonder  greit  armye, 
In  contrair  his  promeis  and  his  band,  41, 333 

Rycht  sone  he  send  into  Northumberland  ; 
And  Anwik  castell  that  wes  starge  and  Strang, 
He  wan  that  tyme  suppois  the  seig  wes  lang. 
And  Malcome  than  of  Scottis  that  ^  wes  king, 
Quhen  he  hard  tell  the  fassoun  of  that  thing,       4i,340 
With  greit  power  he  passit  on  ane  da, 
Towart  Anwik  with  all  the  haist  he  ma. 
The  Inglismen  of  his  cuming  hard  tell, 
Tha  sped  thame  hame  rycht  sone  attouir  the  fell, 
Ilkone  that  tyme  richt  haistelie  agane,  41,345 

Except  the  men  did  in  the  hous  remane, 
Quhilk  schupe  to  byde  at  grit  laser  and  lenth, 
With  all  thair  power  to  defend  that  strenth. 
Than  king  Malcolme  sone  efter  this  wes  done, 
Onto  the  hous  ane  seig  gart  set  rycht  sone,  4i,350 

And  so  scharplie  ilk  da  did  it  assaill, 
That  tha  within  on  force  behuvit  faill  ; 
Sone  efter  syne  within  thre  dayis  or  four, 
Force  wes  to  thame  the  hous  for  to  gif  ouir. 
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Within  the  hous  that  tyme  thair  wes  ane  man ;  41,355 

Quhat  wes  his  name  as  now  tell  I  nocht  can, 

Bot,  for  to  sa  of  him  the  veritie, 

Ane  freik  he  wes  full  of  audacitie, 

Gif  all  be  suith  of  him  heir  that  I  reid, 

As  effcerwart  it  ^  previt  weill  indeed  ;  4i,360 

Richt  humlie,  but  rancour  or  rebous, 

On  ane  swyft  hors  he  come  furth  of  the  lious, 

With  ane  scharp  lanss  that  wes  bayth  stif  and 

squair, 
Quhairon  the  keyis  of  the  hous  he  bair, 
Sayand,  he  wald  without  tareing  41,365 

Tha  keyis  all  deliuer  to  the  king, 
Als  suddantlie  as  he  mycht  cum  him  till : 
Syne  horss  and  men  put  all  in  to  his  will. 
Col.  2.        Quhairof  the  Scottis  war  rycht  fane  ilkone, 

And  furth  with  him  towart  the  king  is  gone,       41,370 

Quhair  that  he  la  that  tyme  into  his  tent. 

Of  his  tydenis  wes  mony  diligent 

To  ryn  and  speir,  richt  mony  than  rejois, 

Quhill  that  the  ost  redoundit  of  thair  noyis. 

The  nobill  king  quhair  he  la  in  his  tent,  41,375 

Come  furth  to  se  quhat  all  that  noyis  ment, 

And  greit  wounder  that  tyme  had  of  that  thing. 

This  Inglisman  knawand  that  he  wes  king, 

As  Scottismen  that  tyme  had  till  him  schawin, 

Ane  sober  pais  towart  him  hes  he  drawin,  4i,380 

Kest  doun  the  lance  that  wes  lang  and  squhair, 

Quhairon  the  keyis  in  the  tyme  he  bair, 

Evin  as  he  wald  deliuer  in  that  place 

The  keyis  all  onto  the  kingis  grace. 

Syne  with  scharpe  spurris  in  the  tyme  he  hed,    41,385 

Spurrit  his  hors  quhill  bayth  his  syidis  bled, 
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Quhilk  causit  him  go  leip  furtli  in  ane  ling, 

Evin  at  the  face  syne  markit  of  the  king  ; 

Than  with  the  speir  that  wes  of  snir  trie, 

He  liit  the  king  richt  in  at  the  e,  4i,390 

The  scharpe  sokkat  syne  throw  his  heid  is  gone. 

In  that  same  tyme,  or  he  micht  be  ouirtone, 

Onto  ane  wod,  the  quhilk  wes  neirhand  by, 

Spurrit  his  hors  and  sped  him  spedely, 

And  wan  the  wod  in  magir  of  thame  all.  41,395 

This  nobill  king  sic  havie  chance  did  fall, 

Amang  his  men  without  ony  remeid. 

That  samin  tyme  thair  sufferit  hes  the  deid. 

Syne  in  Tynmouth^  ane  abba  neirhand  by, 

Tha  burdit  him  thair  richt  solempnitly  ;  4i,400 

Quhilk  Alexander  gart  tak  out  of  that  place, 

That  wes  his  sone,  efter  ane  weill  lang  space, 

In  Drumfermling  syne  hes  gart  put  in  ^  graue. 

With  all  honour  that  sic  ane  king  sould  haue. 

This  samin  tyme  now  that  le  heir  me  tell,  4i,405 

Ane  vther  plaig  vpone  Scotland  thair  fell  ; 

Edwai'd  the  prince,  bayth  plesand  and  preclair, 

To  king  Malcome  wes  eldest  sone  and  air, 

At  ane  carmusche  into  Northumberland 

Wes  woundit  sair,  quhair  throw  I  wnderstand,    4i,4io 

For  ony  leich  that  micht  mak  him  remeid, 

Sone  efter  that  he  sufferit  hes  the  deid. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  as  I  haif  said  low  tlian, 

Skaillit  the  oist  and  passit  hame  ilk  man. 

Off  Quene  Margaretis  Deidis. 

To  quene  Margaret  quhen  this  wes  schawin  4i,4i5 

plane. 
How  hir  husband  and  sone  also  wer  slane, 

1  In  MS.  put  it  hi. 
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In  Edinburgh  within  tliat  castell  Strang, 

With  greit  seiknes  quhair  scho  wes  viseit  lang, 

Throw  sic  dolour,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Departit  efter  on  the  fourt  da.  4i,420 

Quhais  blissit  saull,  that  wes  so  clene  but  syn, 

Ascendit  alss  as  hie  as  cherubyn. 

Of  Malcolmus  ring  the  sex  and  threttie  teir, 

All  this  wes  done  that  I  half  said  2ow  heir, 

And  of  oure  Lord  completit  wes  than  evin,  41,425 

Ane  thousand  Zeir  thairto  nyntie  and  sevin. 


Off  ane  greit  Storme  that  fell  be  Se  in 
Albione,  and  did  grit  Skaitil 

Lib.  1 2,  f.  193b,  That  samin  tvme  now  that  ze  heir  me  tell, 
Col   1  *'  /  ' 

In  Albione  sic  aventure  befell, 

Be  storme  of  se  all  endlang  the  cost, 

Full  mony  toun  into  the  tyme  wes  lost;  4i,430 

And  mony  place,  and  mekle  pleneist  land, 

Distroyit  wes  and  turnit  all  in  sand. 

The  quhilk  remanis  ^it  [on]to  this  da 

In  that  same  stait,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

The  Number  of  King   Malcomes  Sonis  gottin 
WITH  Quene  Margaret. 

This  ilk  Margaret,  that  meik  wes  and  bening,      41,435 

Sex  sonis  buir  to  gude  Malcome  the  king. 

Edward  the  eldest,  as  ^e  hard  me  sa 

Of  his  departing  and  his  latter  da  ; 

The  secund  sone  wes  callit  Ethaldreid, 

Quhilk  in  ^outhheid  departit  as  we  reid  ;  4i,440 

Edmound  the  thrid,  as  in  storie  we  scliew, 

Quhilk  Donald  Bane  sum  tyme  in  presoun  slew  ; 

The  fourt  Edgair,  of  greit  honour  and  fame ; 

And  Alexander  the  fyift  callit  to  name  ; 
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Daiiid  the  saxt,  and  toiingest  of  thame  all,  41,445 

Of  halie  kirk  the  cheif  pillar  and  wall, 

As  I  sail  schaw  to  tow  with  Goddis  grace. 

Heir  efterwart  quhen  tyme  cumis  and  place. 

To  tell  of  him  I  will  nocht  now  remane, 

Bot  to  my  purpois  pas  I  will  agane.  4i,450 


How  Donald  Bane  purposit  to  clame  the 
Croun,  quhilk  Brlther  WES  TO  King 
Malcolme. 

This  king  Malcome,  at  Anwik  quhilk  wes  slane, 

Ane  bruther  had  wes  callit  Donald  Bane, 

Quhilk  in  the  Ylis  wes  fled  lang  tyme  befoir, 

Sic  dreid  he  had  than  of  Malcolmis  schoir. 

And  all  his  dais  thair  he  did  remane.  41,455 

And  quhen  he  knew  that  king  Malcome  wes 

slane, 
And  Edward  als  that  wes  his  sone  and  air. 
He  tuik  purpois  than  hamewart  to  repair, 
Sen  he  wes  narrest  as  he  wnderstude 
To  clame  the  croun  be  law  of  consuetude,  4i,460 

And  abillest  als  that  tyme  of  ony  vther, 
Efter  the  deith  of  gude  Malcome  his  bruther. 


How    Donald    Bane    was    crownit    King    of 
Scotland,  and  of  Organus  and  his  Com- 

petitour. 

• 

This  ilk  Donald,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Convenit  with  the  king  of  NorroM^a, 

Promittand  him,  for  his  help  and  supple,  41,465 

The  Ylis  all  liand  within  the  se. 

Be  quhais  help  syne  as  I  wnderstand, 

Crownit  wes  he  that  tyme  king  of  Scotland, 
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At  his  plesour.  but  contrapleid  or  pley, 

The  baronis  all  so  did  him  than  obey.  41,470 

The  samin  tyrae  to  low  now  that  I  mene, 

Edgair,  bruther  of  gude  Margaret  the  quene, 

Into  Id  gland  quhen  that  he  hard  sic  thing, 

How  Donald  Bane  of  Scotland  wes  maid  king, 

Richt  secreitlie  in  Scotland  on  ane  da,  41,475 

Sone  efter  that,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Ane  message  send,  quhilk^  causit  lies  thairfoir 

The  thrie  sonis  of  king  Maleome  Canmoir, 

And  tua  dochteris  richt  plesand  and  bening, 

Quhilk    Margaret   buir   to   gude    Maleome    the    .  4i,480 

king, 
Out  of  Scotland  fra  Donald  Bane  to  fle. 
Syne  cum  to  him,  with  greit  humanitie 
Col.  2.       He  tretit  thame  alss  gudlie  as  he  mocht, 

Quhat  neidfuU  war  thairof  tha  wantit  nocht. 
Bot  puir  invy  that  suffer  ma  na  thing  41,485 

Lang  into  rest  at  plesour  for  to  ring, 
Quhilk  waittis  alway  euerie  man  with  schame, 
Ane  knicht  wes  callit  Organus  to  name, 
Accusit  hes  this  Edgair  on  ane  tyme, 
Befoir  the  king  of  greit  tressoun  and  cryme,         4i,490 
Sayand,  he  had  agane  his  hie  renoim. 
In  prejudice  of  him  and  of  his  croun, 
King  Malcolmis  sonis  into  Ingland  brocht, 
And  secreitlie  amang  thame  sa  had  wrocht, 
That  efterwart  quhen  tha  thair  tyme  mycht  se     41,495 
For  to  conspire  agane  his  majeste, 
Him  to  distroy  that  wes  of  sio>  renoun. 
Syne  he  and  his  for  euir  to  bruke  the  croun. 
Ane  man  that  tyme  of  greit  honour  and  fame, 
Ane  knycht  he  wes,  I  knaw  nocht  weill  his         4l,600 
name, 

'  In  MS.  quhair. 


CRONICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND.  691 

Apeillit  hes,  my  author  tellis  thus, 

Into  barras  this  samin  Organus ; 

Befoir  thame  all  thair  with  the  kingis  leif, 

He  proferit  him  thair  manfullie  to  preif 

In  plane  battell,  or  he  schupe  to  ceis,  41,505 

All  that  he  said  of  that  Edgar  wes  leis. 

Syne  kest  his  gluif  to  preif  that  all  wes  trew, 

And  in  that  querrell  this  Organus  he  slew. 

With  greit  honour  into  the  sarain  tyme, 

He  clengit  hes  this  gude  Edgar  of  that  cryme,     4i,5io 

And  causit  him  moir  gudlie  in  all  thing 

For  to  be  treittit  efter  with  the  king. 

The  tyme  is  schort  I  ma  nocht  weill  remane  ; 

To  Donald  Bane  now  will  I  turne  agane. 

This  ilk  Donald  of  quhome  I  schew  befoir,  41,515 

Vpone  ane  tyme  he  manast  with  grit  schoir 

Richt  mony  barroun  gangand  to  his  bed, 

With  barus  mantill  wes  he  thair'  weill  cled, 

So  far  that  tyme  he  stude  into  hir  grace  ; 

Sayand  to  thame  rycht  planelie  in  thair  face,        41,520 

Bot  gif  tha  sueir  all  till  him  to  be  trew, 

Eicht  suddantlie  he  suld  mak  thame  to  rew. 

And  all  thair  airis  efter  thame  ilkone. 

The  quhilk  wordis  in  thair  heidis  ar  gone 

Hiear  befar  nor  tha  wald  schaw  him  till,  41,525 

Quhill  efterwart  that  tha  ma  get  thair  will. 

How    DUNCANE,    BASTARD     SONE    TO     KiNG     MaL- 

coLiia  Canmoir,  tuke  the  Feild  aganis 
Donald  Bane,  quha  fled  in  the  Ylis  and 
na  langar  did  remane. 

This  king  Malcome,  as  that  my  author  sais, 
Ane  bastard  sone  he  had  into  tha  dais. 
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Quliilk  wan  in  France  greit  honour  and  fame, 
In  Ingland  als,  and  Duncane  wes  liis  name,  41, 530 

Richt  opolent  of  liorss,  harnes,  and  geir, 
Manlie  and  wyss  in  policie  of  weir. 
That  samin  tyme  into  Scotland  come  he, 
Out  of  Ingland  with  greit  help  and  supple ; 
Vpoun  ane  da  syne  pertlie  tuke  the  plane,  4.1,535 

For  to  gif  battell  to  this  Donald  Bane. 
Siclike  this  Donald  on  the  tother  syde, 
Bald  as  ane  boir  he  bownit  him  to  bydc. 
Lib.  12,  f.  194.  Quhen  baith   the  feildis  than  ray  it  war  at  ryclit, 

And  ilk  of  other  cuming  war  in  sicht,  41, 540 

The  lordis  all  of  Scotland  euirilkone, 

Tha  left  Donald  and  to  Duncane  is  gone, 

Quhen  Donald  saw  it  micht  na  better  be, 

Out  of  the  feild  with  few  feiris  did  fle. 

And  left  the  laif  into  the  feild  all  one,  41,545 

Syne  in  the  Ylis  with  his  gude  is  gone. 

Bot  half  ane   teir  efter  he  tuik  the  croun. 

And  no  langar,  than  lestit  his  renoun. 


How  Duncane  was  croynit  King  of  Scotland 

AND   WAS   WEILL   GEVIN. 

This  ilk  Duncane,  of  quhome  befoir  I  takl, 

Quhilk  in  his  tyme  wes  bellicois  and  bald,  41,550 

Wes  crownit  king  vporni  the  marbell  stone, 

With  haill  consent  of  all  the  lordis  ilkone. 

Ane  man  he  wes,   alss  far  as  I  haiff  feill, 

In  all  his  tyme  ay  for  the  commoun  weill  ; 

Of  him  wes  said  so  equale  tliat  he  wes,  41,555 

No  fait  vnpuneist  in  his  tyme  leit  pas. 

With  mony  man  he  louit   was  the  war, 

And  speciallie  in  Murra  and  in   Mar, 

And  vther  landis  as  le  ma  weill  deme, 

Becaus  he  wes  in  justice  so  extreme;  4],5Go 
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And  for  that  cans,  as  my  author  did  tell. 
In  sindrie  partis  scliupe  for  to  rebell. 

How  King  Duncane   wes  slane   be  Devyss   of 
Donald   Bane,   and    syne  efter   his  Deid 

SAT  DOUN  AND   RANG   INTO   HIS   StEID. 

To  Donald  Bane  quhen  that  this  thing  wes 

schawin, 
Eyclit  quietlie  to  ane  freind  of  his  awin, 
Lord  of  the  Mernis  callit  Makpendar,  41,565 

Ane  seruand  send  that  wes  bayth  wyss  and  war, 
With  greit  reward  and  hechtis  mony  one 
Of  gold  and  siluer  and  of  pretious  stone, 
Agane  this  Duncane  for  to  tak  his  part. 
And  he  agane  richt  glaidlie  with  his  hart,  4i,57o 

Promittit  him  ryclit  hartlie  with  gude  will. 
To  mak  him  quyte  sone  of  this  Duncanis  ill. 
And  so  he  did,  gif  I  the  suith  suld  sa, 
Into  Menteith  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 
Vpoun  the  nycht,  gif  my  author  be  trew,  41,575 

This  ilk  Duncane  into  liis  bed  he  slew 
Rycht  cruellie  without  ony  remeid  ; 
And  neuir  sensyne  accusit  of  his  deid. 
Thus  endit  Duncane  that  tyme  of  his  ring, 
The  secund  leir  efter  that  he  wes  king.  4i,580 

Syne  Donald  Bane,  efter  that  he  wes  deid, 
Come  hame  agane  and  sat  doun  in  his  steid. 
In  staitt  royall  siclike  as  of  befoir ; 
Of  his  gyding  quhat  suld  I  say  tow  moir  ? 
I  can  nocht  find,  heir  schortlie  to  conclude,  41,585 

In  all  his  tyme  quhair  he  did  ony  gude. 
And  say  of  him  bot  siclike  as  I  heir. 
Sone  efter  syne  into  the  secund  teir, 
Mangnes,  the  king  that  tyme  of  Norrowa, 
With  ane  greit  armie  come  vpoun  ane  da,  41,590 
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And  all  the  Ylis  tuke  at  his  awin  hand, 
Without  debait  of  ony  or  ganestand, 
"With  all  the  strenthis  also  les  and  moii-, 
Be  the  promit  Donald  maid  him  befoir, 
And  gaif  thame  lawis,  as  my  author  sais  ;  41,595 

Quhilk  lawis  lestit  tit  into  thir  dais, 
Within  the  Ylis  in  the  Occident  se, 
Vnabrogat,  bot  gif  my  author  le. 
Col.  2.       Quhairfoir  the  lordis  [all]  that  at  the  king 

War  all  displesit  rycht  far  of  that  thing,  4i,600 

Syne  efterwart,  as  my  author  did  tell, 

Ane  counsall  maid  quhair  tha  did  all  rebell 

Agane  Donald,  as  te  sail  wnderstand  ; 

Richt  suddanelie  syne  send  into  Ingland 

Ane  messinger,  as  my  author  did  mene,  4i,605 

To  Edgair,  sone  of  gude  Margaret  the  queue 

And  king  Malcolme,  quhilk  wes  of  sic  renoun, 

To  cum  in  Scotland  for  to  tak  his  croun, 

His  heretage  and  richtis  till  persew, 

And  tha  till  him  suld  all  be  leill  and  trew,  4i,6io 

Than  toung  Edgair  to  wit  his  vnkill  will, 

Ane  messinger  syne  lies  he  send  him  till, 

Schawand  to  him  how  that  he  had  no  richt 

To  hald  his  croun  be  sic  maistrie  and  micht, 

Quhilk  he  knew  weill  wes  greit  vnrycht  and        4i,6i5 

wrang, 
Belevand  weill  it  mycht  nocht  lest  richt  lang. 
Beseikand  him  thairfoir  of  his  frie  will. 
His  croun  agane  he  wald  restoir  him  till, 
And  he  thairfoir  to   his  reward  suld  half 
All  Loutheane,  quhilk  sould  nocht  be  to  41,620 

craue, 
And  vther  landis  quhair  him  lykit  best, 
Quhair  he  mycht  leif  at  grit  plesour  and  rest. 
This  Donald  Bane  so  cruell  wes  and  ill. 
The  oratouris  ^oung  Edgar  send  him  till, 
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Agane  the  law,  haifand  to  God  no  e,  41,625 

Vpoun  ane  gallous  maid  thame  all  to  die. 
Quhen  this  wes  schawin  to  ^oung  Edgair  the 

prince, 
How  liis  vnkill  had  done  him  sic  offence, 
Out  of  Ingland  with  greit  power  and  micht 
In  Scotland  come  for  to  persew  his  richt.  41,630 

And  as  he  wes  hame  cumand  be  the  way, 
Into  Durame,  as  my  authour  did  say, 
Reueillit  wes  to  him  into  his  sleip, 
Be  ane  visioun  quhairto  he  tuke  greit  keip, 
Sanct  Cudbertis  baner  that  tyme  in  his  neid         41,635 
Suld  bair  with  him,  quhairthrow  he  suld  cum 

speid  : 
And  so  he  did,  the  suith  gif  I  suld  sa. 
In  Scotland  syne  come  efter  on  ane  da, 
With  mony  wy  that  worthie  war  and  wicht, 
In  breist-plait,  brasar,   and  in  birny  briclit,  41,640 

Be  way  of  deid  his  richtis  to  persew. 
This  Donald  Bane  that  weill  his  cuming  knew, 
Arrayit  him  vpoun  the  tother  syde. 
With  mony  berne  that  battell  weill  durst  byde. 
Syne  quhen  he  saw  apperand  in  his  sicht,  41,645 

Sanct  Cudbertis  baner  borne  so  hie  on  hicht, 
And  the  reid  lyoun  all  in  gold  so  reid, 
Wes  streikit  vp  agane  him  in  that  steid, 
Sic  fortoun  than  he  had  that  tyme  and  grace. 
His  lordis  all  wer  with  him  in  that  place,  4i,650 

Tha  left  him  thair  into  the  feild  allone, 
And  to  toung  Edgair  passit  syne  ilkone. 
This  Donald  Bane,  quhen  he  saw  and  beheld 
His  men  allone  had  left  him  in  the  feild, 
With  haill  effect  tuik  purpois  for  to  flie  41,655 

Onto  the  Ylis  in  the  Occident  se. 
^it  neuirtheles  it  hapnit  so  on  cace. 
Or  he  come  thair  he  wes  tane  in  ane  chace. 
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And  syne  deliuerit  to  Edgair  the  prince. 

The  quhilk  Donald  for  his  wrang  and  ofience,       4i,660 

This  ilk  Edgair,  as  my  author  said  me, 

In  presoun  maid  sone  after  for  to  die. 

Lib.  1 2,  f.  19 4b.  HOW   EdGAIR  WAS     CROWNIT,    AND    FIRST   ANOYNTIT 

Col.  1.  King    of  Scotland   than   in    Scone  with 

ANE   GODRICK. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  as  I  liaif  said  befoir, 

The  lordis  all  that  tyme  baith  les  and  moir, 

Edgair  the  prince  to  Scone  than  haif  tha  41,665 

brocht, 
In  rob  royall  that  worthelie  wes  wrocht, 
And  croun  of  gold,  with  sword,  sceptour  and  ring, 
Into  Scotland  wes  first  anoyntit  king 
Be  ane  Godrik,  as  that  my  author  sais, 
Of  Sanct  Androis  wes  bischop  in  tha  dais.  4i,67o 

The  quhilk  quene  Margaret  quhen  scho  wes  on  lyfe, 
To  king  Malcolme  that  princes  wes  and  wyfe, 
At  paip  Urbane  purchest  sic  facultie, 
Kingis  of  Scotland  till  anoyntit  be. 
Into  hir  tyme,  as  that  my  author  sais,  41,675 

Quhilk  consuetude  is  keipit  in  thir  dais. 
My  purpois  is  heir  for  to  pans  ane  quhile, 
To  vther  mater  for  to  turne  my  style  : 
Of  aventure  that  in  that  tyme  befeU, 
Tak  tent  to  me  and  ^e  sail  heir  me  tell.  4i,680 

How  THE  Princes  of  Ewrope  convenit  with 
GREiT  Power,  and  passit  in  Halie  Land 
QUHAiR  Christ  was  borne. 

The  princes  all  of  Ewrop  in  tha  dais. 
All  in  ane  will  as  that  my  author  sais. 
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Convenit  lies  with  greit  power  and  myclit 

The  halie  land  quhome  to  tlia  had  sic  rycht, 

Quhair  Christ  wes  borne  and  king  wes  of  tha      41,685 

landis. 
For  to  reskew  out  of  his  fais  handis. 
And  Robert  duke  of  Normondy  tha  dais, 
And  Godefredus,  as  that  my  author  sais, 
Of  Lorence  duke,  thir  nobill  princes  tua, 
Of  Blasone  als  the  nobill  erle  also,  41, 690 

And  of  Flanderis  the  michtie  erle  and  lord, 
And  mony  mo  me  neidis  nocht  remord, 
Lordis  of  France  and  vther  lordis  mo, 
With  this  armie  wer  chosin  for  to  go. 
Of  thair  passage  quhat  suld  I  to  iow  tell,  41,695 

So  fair  fortoun  in  thair  way  than  befell? 
Throw  Grece  tha  passit  into  Asia, 
Oure  the  mont  Tawr  to  Anteochia ; 
The  quhilk  citie  tha  seigit  sone  and  wan, 
Quhair  tane  and  slane  that  tyme  wes  mony  4i,700 

man  ; 
And  in  that  citie  fund  wes  in  that  tyde 
The  speir  quhilk  woundit  Christ  into  the  syde, 
Vpoune  the  croce  efter  that  he  wes  deid, 
Quhen  that  he  bled  water  and  blude  so  reid. 
This  beand  done,  without  stop  or  ganestand,         4i,705 
Tha  passit  syne  ouir  all  the  halie  land  ; 
Jerusalem  syne  seigit  on  ane  da, 
And  wan  the  toun,  as  my  author  did  sa. 
And  euerilk  citie  into  Joury  land 

Subdewit  lies  to  be  at  thair  command  ;  41,710 

And  mony  mo,  the  quhilk  durst  nocht  rebell, 
Wes  neirhand  by,  as  my  author  did  tell. 
Throw  strenth  and  micht  that  God  had  gifin 

thame  till, 
Tha  weildit  all  thing  at'  than*  awin  will. 

>  In  ilS.  as. 
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This  beand  done  quhair  nane  durst  mak  4i,7i5 

demand, 
With  [full]  consent,  without  ony  ganestand, 
Thir  princis  all  qulien  tha  war  boun  till  go 
Hame  to  thair  landis  quhair  that  tha  come  fro, 
Thair  half  tha  chosin,  as  my  author  sais, 
Robert  the  duke  of  Normondy  tha  dais,  4i,720 

Col.  2.       Behind  thame  thair  for  to  remane  and  byde. 
The  greit  armie  for  to  convoy  and  gyde, 
Of  Jerusalem  the  king  and  prince  to  be 
In  heretage :  tit  neuirtheles  than  he 
Excusit  him  richt  far  into  that  thing,  41,725 

For-quhy  his  bruther  Williame,  of  Ingland  king, 
Wes  deid  but  child  of  his  awin  to  succeid. 
This  duke  Robert  thairto  the  quliilk  tuke  gude  held. 
Sen  he  to  him  wes  narrest  lauchfuU  air, 
Moir  plesour  thocht  in  Ingland  to  repair  41,730 

And  Normondy,  to  his  and  his  ofspring, 
No  for  to  be  of  Jerusalem  the  king. 
The  haill  lectioun  that  tha  had  gevin  him  till, 
To  Godefryde  rycht  hartlie  with  gude  will. 
Of  Lorence  duke  into  the  tyme,  he  gaif,  41,735 

Quhairof  hartlie  content  wes  all  the  laif. 
This  Godefryde  that  Cristin  wes  maid  than. 
In  the  weiris  so  greit  honour  he  wan, 
That  moir  honour  wan  neuir  ane  sensyne  ; 
Quhilk  numbeiit  is  amang  the  nobillis  nyne,        4i,740 
Gif  all  be  suith  that  sindrie  storeis  sais, 
Gothra  Bullen  callit  is  in  thir  dais. 
This  ilk  Robert,  duke  wes  of  Normondy, 
His  loungest  bruther  callit  wes  Henry, 
Or  he  come  hame,  efter  his  brutheris  deid,  41,745 

Wes  crownit  king  succeidand  in  his  steid  ; 
For-quhy  befoir  tha  hard  tell  of  sic  thing. 
His  eldest  bruther  Robert  wes  maid  king 
Of  Jerusalem  quhair  he  suld  ay  remane. 
In  that  beleif  neuir  to  come  hame  agane  ;  41,750 
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And  so  tliis  Robert  incurrit  greit  skayth, 

And  frustrat  war  than  of  tha  kinrikis  baytli. 

To  toimg  Edgair  now  will  I  turne  agane, 

And  of  my  storie  tell  tow  to  remane. 

This  ilk  Edgair,  of  Scotland  that  wes  king,  41,755 

Tua  sisteris  had  baith  plesand  and  bening, 

Quhilk  in  thair  tyrae  exceidit  ony  vther, 

Mateldis  ane,  Maria  hecht  the  vther. 

The  quliilk  Mateld,  as  my  author  did  mene, 

With  king  Henrie  wes  spousit  and  maid  quene,  4i,760 

Ouir  all  Ingland,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

Mauld  the  gude  quene  wes  callit  all  hir  dais  ; 

Quhilk  to  king  Henrie  beand  in  his  cuir, 

Four  fair  childrene  into  hir  tyme  scho  buir  ; 

WilHame  and  Richart  quhilk  war  sonis  tuo,  41,765 

Eufreme  and  Matild  quhilk  war  sisters  tuo. 

The  secund  sister  callit  Maria, 

Till  ane  Eustach  erle  of  Bolonia^ 

That  samin  tyme  in  mariage  gaif  he, 

To  this  Ewstach  his  lauchtfull  wyfe  to  be  ;  4i,770 

Scho  buir  to  him  that  samin  tyme  also, 

Bot  ane  dochter  withoutin  childer  mo, 

Into  hir  tyme  wes  plesand  and  preclair. 

That  efterwart  syne  wes  hir  fatheris  air, 

Syne  weddit  wes  than  for  that  samin  quhy,  41,775 

With  ane  hecht  Stevin,  quhilk  wes  to  king  Henry 

His  sister  sone,  of  Ingland  ane  greit  lord, 

Gif  all  be  suith  my  author  did  record. 

That  samin  Stevin,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

Wes  king  of  Ingland  efter  in  his  dais,  4i,780 

As  ^e  sail  heir  within  ane  litill  space, 

At  mair  laser  quhen  tyme  cumis  and  place.^ 

This  king  Edgair,  of  quhome  I  scliew  befoir, 

Of  gratitude  wald  nocht  be  immemoir. 


In  MS.  Bouenia.  |      -  In  MS.  sjjcice. 
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Quhilk  that  Sauct  Cutlibert  schew  to  liiiii  as        41,785 

than, 
Be  his  baner  quhen  he  the  battell  wan 
Lib.i2,  f.i95.  Into  the  feild  aganis  Donald  Bane. 

This  king  Edgair  rewardit  him  agane, 

With  sic  reward  as  halie  kirk  suld  haif; 

Of  Coldinghame  the  baronie  he  gaif  4i,790 

To  Durhame  kirk  in  heretage  and  fie, 

Ane  cell  of  monkis  ay  of  that  kirk  to  be. 

And  Beruik  toun  siclike  amang  the  laif, 

To  the  bischop  of  Durhame  also  gaif, 

Canulfus  hecht  to  name  into  the  tyme ;  41,795 

Quhilk  efterwart  of  greit  tressoun  and  cryme 

Convictit  wes,  and  Beruik  tane  him  fra, 

Depryvit  syne  out  of  his  sait  alsua. 

This  beand  done  than  gude  Edgair  the  king 

In  peax  and  rest  did  all  his  dais  ring,  41,800 

Weill  louit  alss  with  his  leigis  ilkone. 

Sone  efter  syne  in  ane  castell  of  stone, 

Callit  Electum,  standing  be  the  se, 

Quhair  now  standis  the  gude  toun  of  Dundie, 

Quhen  of  his   regnne   completit  wes  the  nint       4i,805 

^eir, 
He  tuik  his  leif  and  baid  no  langar  heir. 
And  of  oure  Lord  ane  thousand  leir  ago, 
Ane  hundreth  als  with  nyne  leir  and  no  mo. 
Syne  grauit  wes  with  greit  honour  and  tryne, 
Sone  efter  that  into  Drumfermlyne.  41,bio 

How  King  Alexander  succeidit  efter  King 
Edgair,  and  of  his  worthie  Deidis  done 
IN  HIS    Tyme,  and    of    the  Scrymgeouris 

AND    THAIR    VpCUMING. 

Syne  efter  him  Alexander  his  bruther, 
N arrest  to  him  that  tyme  of  ony  vther, 
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Efter  his  deiJ  succeidit  in  his  steid, 

Fra  this  Edgair  withoutin  child  wes  deid. 

Fers  Alexander,  as  ray  author  sais,  4i,8i5 

Syne  efter  that  wes  callit  all  his  dais, 

And  for  that  cans,  as  my  author  did  mene, 

Becaus  he  wes  of  justice  so  extreme. 

^it  neuirtlieles  the  first  2eir  of  his  ring, 

For-quhy  he  wes  so  humbill  and  benyng,  41, 820 

Diuote  and  full  of  religiositie, 

Richt  mony  man  thair  demit  him  till  be 

Baith  blait  and  blunt,  of  wit  rycht  walk  and  puir, 

And  vnabill  to  sic  office  or  cuir  ; 

And  for  that  causs,  as  that  my  author  sais,  41,825 

The  men  of  Ross  and  Murra  in  tha  dais, 

Perturbit  lies  the  north  baith  far  and  neir. 

With  greit  heirschip  that  horribill  is  to  heir. 

This  nobill  king  thairof  qulien  he  hard  tell 

So  greit  discord  amang  his  leigis  fell,  4i,830 

Rycht  suddantlie,  but  ony  schoir  or  boist, 

Enterit  amang  thame  with  ane  rycht  grit  oist. 

Or  euir  tha  wist,  the  maister  men  ilkane 

That  war  in  wrang  war  all  in  handis  tane, 

And  on  ane  gallons  maid  ilkone  to  de  :  41,835 

So  endit  tha  and  thair  iniquitie. 

This  beand  done  as  le  half  hard  me  sa. 

This  Alexander  efter  on  ane  da. 

Than  cumand  hame  thair  hapnit  in  the  streit, 

In  to  the  Meirnis  with  ane  woman  to  meit,  4i,8io 

Befoir  the  king  on  baith  her  kneis  fell  ; 

"  For  him,"  scho  said,  "  that  maid  bayth  hevin  and  hell, 

"  Heir  my  complaynt  or  thow  go  forder  by  ! 

"  Wes  neuir  wicht  so  far  wrangit  as  I, 

*'  Tn  termis  schort  as  I  sail  sone  declair.  41,845 

*'  The  lord  ^  of  Mernis  eldest  sone  and  air, 
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"  My  deir  husband  and  eldest  sone  also, 
"  Riclit  cruellie  this  tyme  he  hes  gart  slo, 
"  Befoir  ane  judge  becaus  tha  did  him  caw, 
"  For  det  he  aucht  to  ansuer  to  the  law."  4i,850 

This  nobill  king  quhen  he  had  hard  hir  mone, 
Col.  2.        And  soir  complaynt  befoir  thame  all  ilkone, 
Doun  of  his  hors  he  lichtit  in  the  tyme, 
[And  swoir  to  be  revengit  of  that  cryme.] 
Befoir  thame  all  solempnit  vow  did  mak,  41,855 

Quhill  that  war  done,  agane  vpone  hors  bak, 
For  ill  or  gude,  suld  neuir  man  him  se, 
Quhill  that  his  vow  completit  than  had    he. 
And   sic  punitioun  of  that  thing  he   tuke. 
That  euerie  man  that   saw   it  then  forsuik  4i,86o 

In  all  his  tyme,  other  puir  or  ryke. 
For  ocht  micht  fall,  for  to  commit  siclike. 
Quhen  this  wes  done  efter  incontinent, 
This  nobill  king  on  to  Balledgar  went, 
Ane  castell  than  quhilk  into  Gowrie  stude,  41,865 

Thair  to  remane  he  thoclit  plesour  and  gude, 
With  mony  lord  and  nobill  in  the  tyde, 
For  peax   and  rest  the  pepill  to  provyde. 
That  samin  tyme  that  he  did  thair  remane. 
The  Murra  men  that  had  thair  freindis  slane,        4i,87o 
Ilk  for  his  fait  as  le  half  hard  befoir, 
Into  thair  mynd  the  langar  ay  the  moir 
Consauit  hes  with  greit  subtil li tie, 
Of  the  gude  king  for  to  revengit  be. 
His  chalmer  cheild,  of  simpill  blude  and  puir,      41,875 
That  of  his  chalmer  had  alhaill  the  cuir, 
And  vther  sex  siclike  the  tyme  as  he, 
That  wnder  him  had  greit  auctoritie  ; 
Thir  Murra  men  for  gilt  and  grit  reward. 
This  chalmer  cheild  conducit  with  his  gard,  41,880 

Vpoun  the   nycht  quhen  the  king  wes  on  sleip, 
Out  throw  ane  closet  for  to  lat  thame  creip 


CRONICLIS    OF    SCOTLAND.  703 

Into  ane  pairt  that  unsuspect  wes  hed, 

Quhill  that  tha  come   on  to  the  kingis  bed. 

Syne  on  ane  nycht  togidder  all  did  meit. 

At  that  same  place  thair  purpois  to  compleit.        41,885 

Be  Goddis  grace  the  tyme  than  hapnit  he, 

In  that  same  sessoun  wyde  walkand  for  to  be, 

And  in  the  closet  hard  ane  noy  and  dyn 

At  the  samin  place  quhair  tha  war  cumand  in. 

Thairfoir  that  tyme,  for  tressone  that  he  dred,      4i,890 

Ptycht  lichtlie  than  he  lap  out  of  his  bed ; 

Syne  with  ane  sword  [that]  hang  at  his  bed  heid, 

His  chalraer  cheild  and  all  the  laif,  to  deid 

Without  ganestand  he  pot  thame  all  ilkone, 

Quhair  thair  wes  nane  bot  he  and  tha  alone,        41,895 

Within  the  houss  sic  noyss  raiss  and  cry, 

Tha  walknit  all  in  chalmeris  liand  bi, 

Quhome  by  the  law  that  wes  thairout  ilkane. 

Or  euir  tha  wist,  war  all  in  handis  tane, 

Syne  to  the  king  wer  brocht  all  in  the  tyme.       4i,900 

And  quhen  tha  war  accusit  of  that   cryme, 

Rycht  planelie  thair  tha   schew  him  but  ganestand, 

Quha  causit  thame  to  tak  sic  thing  on  hand, 

Ilk  word  be  word  tha  schew  withoutin  chesone, 

Quha  causit  thame  for  to  commit  sic  tressone  ;      4i,905 

And  schew  the  king  of  ilk  man  be  his  name, 

In  Murra  land  quhair  that  tha  duelt  at  hame. 

And    quhen  the  king  than  wnderstude  and  knew 

That  all  wes  suith  to  him  that  tyme  tha  schew, 

No  tarie  maid  without  stop  or  ganestand,  4i,9io 

Quhill  that  he  enterit  into  Murra  land. 

Syne  ceissit  nocht  quhill  ilkane  les  and  moir 

War  hangit  all  that  maid  the  fait  befoir. 

Be  the  leist  lad  that  tyme  buir  ony  blame ; 

Quhen  that  wes  done  tuke  leif  and  passit  hame.  4i,9i5 

Ane  man  of  gude  into  tha  samin  dais, 

That  tyme  in  Murra,  as  my  author  sais, 
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Lib  12,  f. 1 95b.  Wes  witli  the  king  of  greit  honour  and  fame, 
^ '  '        And  Alexander  Carrone  hecht  to  name. 

Sic  vassalage  that  he  committit  than,  4i,920 

And  in  tha  weiris  sa  greit  honour  wan, 

Throw  sic  vertew  and  deidis  of  honour, 

Syne  callit  wes  to  name  Scrymgeour. 

Quhilk  surname  tit  succeidit  lies  sensyne 

To  heretage  be  richt  succes  and  lyne,  41,925 

Quhilk  is  ane  hous  of  greit  auctoritie, 

Laird  of  Dudop  and  constabill  of  Dundie. 

This  Alexander  so  dred  wes  all  his  dais, 

Wes  none  so  hardie,  as  my  author  sais, 

111  or  gude,  as  le  sail  wnderstand,  ,  41,930 

Agane  the  law  to  brek  the  leist  command. 


How  Alexander  King  foundit  the  Aebats  of 
Scone  and  Sanct  Colmis-inche,    and  how 

HE  WAS   SUSTENIT  THAIR    BE   ANE   ArMEIT   FOR 
THE   TyME   within   THE   YlE. 

Syne  Alexander,  efter  this  wes  done, 

Foundit  and  feft  ane  fair  abba  in  Scone, 

Onto  this  da  remanes  tit  to  se, 

Ane  plesand  place  of  greit  auctoritie.  41,935 

Sjnie  efter  that  the  king  passit  ouir  Forth, 

So  Strang  ane  storme  thair  blew  out  of  the  north 

Quhilk  draif  the  king  wnto  ane  litill  ile. 

Within  the  se  in  that  menetyme  and  quhile, 

Quhilk  callit  wes  that  tyme  Emonia,  41,940 

Sanct  Colmis-insche  is  callit  now  this  da. 

Into  that  yle,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

Ane  halie  armet  duelland  war  tha  dais  ; 

Besyde  ane  chapell  of  Sanct  Colme  also. 

Within  the  yle  remanand  wes  no  mo.  41,945 

This  king  throw  storme  compellit  wes  that  tyde, 

But  meit  or  drink  thre  dayis  thair  to  byde ; 
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None  of  his  awin  he  had  my  author  menit, 

^it  neuirtheles  he  wes  richt  weill  sustenit, 

This  king  him  self  and  so  wes  all  the  laif,  41,950 

At  sufficience  that  neidfuU  wes  to  haif, 

With  sic  prouisioun  that  that  armet  had, 

Tua  kyis  milk  quhair  with  that  tha  war  fed ; 

Quhilk  haldin  wes  ane  greit  miracle  as  than, 

Be  intercessioun  of  that  halie  man  4.1,955 

Sanct  Colme  him  self,  quhilk    in  that  samin 

quhile, 
And  ^it  siclike,  wes  patrone  of  that  yle. 
Thairfoir  that  king,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Into  that  place  ane  plesand  fair  abba 
Foundit  and  feft  for  hospitalitie,  41,9G0 

In  sic  distres  gif  ony  hapnis  be. 
Sune  efter  syne  amangis  all  the  laue. 
The  laiidis  all  to  Sanct  Androw  he  gaif, 
Als  fre  as  man  with  hart  ^  and  mynd  can  think, 
Quhilk  callit  wes  that  tyme  the  Boris-rink  ;  41,965 

And  to  Drumfermling  siclike  all  the  laue, 
Greit  priuiledge  with  mony  landis  gaif. 
The  samin  tyme  that  done  wes  all  this  thing, 
Dauid,  the  bruther  of  this  nobill  king, 
Remanand  wes  in  Ingland,  as  I  wene,  41,970 

With  his  sister  Mateldes  the  gude  queue. 
This  ilk  Dauid,  be  fauour  of  the  king, 
Weddit  ane  ladie  plesand  and  bening. 
The  lauchtfuU  air  wes,  as  I  wnderstand. 
Of  Huntlyngtoun  and  all  Northumberland,  41,975 

Quhilk  did  exceid  of  fairnes  and  of  fame. 

This  fair  ladie,  Mateldes  hecht  to  name,  Col.  2 

This  ilk  Dauid,  be  hir  auctoritie 
Declarit  wes  ouir  all  Ingland  to  be. 


•  In  MS.  hard. 
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Of  Huntlyngtoun  and  als  Northumberland  4i,980 

Baifch  lord  and  syre  but  ony  ganestand. 

That  samin  tyme,  as  my  author  did  mene, 

Matlield  the  dochter  of  Matheldis  queue, 

And  of  Henrie  that  king  wes  of  Ingland, 

Weddit  scho  wes,  as  le  sail  wnderstand,  41,985 

The  empriour  hecht  Henrie  in  tha  dais, 

Fourt  of  that  name  as  that  my  author  sais. 

As  le  haif  hard  syne  sone  efter  all  this, 

The  nobill  queue  of  Ingland  callit  Matildis, 

Scho  tuke  liir  leif  out  of  this  present  lyfe,  4i,990 

With  greit  murning  of  mony  man  and  wyfe. 

Hir  toungest  sister  callit  Maria, 

Quhilk  duches  wes  als  of  Bolonia, 

Within  thrie  ^eir  and  les  efter  ago, 

Siclike  as  scho  departit  than  also.  41,995 

Thair  sepulturis,  of  greit  auctoritie, 

Remanis  lit  in  Ingland  for  to  se. 

This  king  Henrie  throw  aventure  and  chance, 

Sone  efter  that  greit  weiris  had  in  France, 

And  oft  in  France  amang  his  fais  leid,  42,000 

And  als  come  harae  without  perrell  or  dreid. 

Ilkone  other  ane  lang  quhile  did  invaid, 

Syne  at  the  last  betuix  thame  peax  wes  maid. 

The  samin  tyme  as  that  le  heir  me  mene, 

The  tlire  childer  of  Mateldes  the  queue,  42,005 

Scho  buir  that  tyme  beand  wnder  his  band, 

To  this  Henrie  that  king  wes  of  Ingland, 

Williame,  Richart  and  Ewfamia, 

Thir  thrie  childer  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 

It  hapnit  thame  throw  aventure  and  chance,         42,010 

Efter  thair  father  cumand  out  of  France, 

Throw  greit  tempest  and  stormis  in  the  se, 

That  samin  tyme  all  peieist  for  to  be. 

And  all  the  laif  als  in  thair  cumpanie 

Chaipit  neuir  ane,  and  for  that  samin  quhy  40,015 
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Tliis  king  Henrie  than  efter  all  his  dais, 

In  murning  weid,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

He  levit  ay,  withoutin  play  or  sport ; 

Wes  nane  micht  cans  him  for  to  tak  confort. 

For  ony  way  that  tyrae  that  cnld  be  wrocht,       42,020 

Thair  deid  so  soir  it  lay  into  his  thocht. 

Out  of  beleif  he  wes  that  tyme  also, 

So  agit  wes  for  to  haif  barnis  mo, 

And  for  that  caus,  with  mony  sich  full  soir. 

Ilk  da  be  da  his  murning  wes  the  moir.  42,025 


How  King  Alexander  deceissit,  and  how  his 
Bruther  Dauid  succeidit  King  efter,  and 

OF   HIS   VERTEWIS   AND   NOBILL   DeIDIS. 

This  samin  tyme  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 
This  Alexander  in  the  sevintene  teir 
Than  of  his  regnne  completit  wes  and  no  mo. 
And  of  oure  Lord  ane  thousand  wes  ago, 
Ane  hundreth  als  with  sevintie  teir  and  iyve,      42,030 
He  tuke  his  leif  out  of  this  present  lyve  ; 
Syne  in  Drumfermling  put  in  sepultuir, 
On  princelie  wyss  deuotlie  with  honour ; 

Withoutin  cheild  to  him  for  to  succeid.  Lib.12,  f.i96. 

Thairfoir  his  bruther  Dauid  as  we  reid,  42,035 

With  haill  consent  that  tyme  of  aid  and  ting, 
Wes  crownit  than  of  Scotland  to  be  king. 
This  ilk  Dauid,  as  that  my  author  sais, 
He  did  exceid  all  vther  in  his  dais 
Of  singular  justice  and  of  sanctitude  ;  42,040 

With  all  his  liegis  all  tyme  weill  wes  lude. 
Godlike  he  wes,  full  of  deuotioun. 
And  mony  fair  place  of  religioun 
Foundit  and  feft,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Quhilk  tit  remanis  to  the  samin  da  :  42,045 

Y  Y  2 
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Of  quhome  the  names  I  sail  reckin  lieir, 

Into  my  mynd  that  I  half  now  perqueir. 

Dundranane,  Jedburch  and  Calco  vpone  Tueid, 

Newbottill,  Melross  also,  as  we  reid, 

Halyrudhous/  Camkynneth  and  Kinloss,  42,050 

Drumfermling,  Home,  and  also  Lanarcois. 

Thir  tua  last  places  that  te  hard  me  sa, 

Besyde  Carlill  standis  in  Cumbria. 

And  mony  mo  than  I  will  heir  report, 

To  reckin  heir  becaus  the  tyme  is  schort.  42,055 

And  four  bischopis,  as  my  author  sais, 

Foundit  and  feft  into  tha  samin  dais, 

Of  quhome  to  tow  the  names  I  sail  tell ; 

Ross  and  Breichin,  Dumblane  and  als  Dunkell. 

And  Abirdene  at  his  auctoritie,  42,060 

That  samin  tyme  also  translatit  he 

Fra  Lowmorthloch,  as  my  authour  did  mene. 

To  that  ilk  place  now  calht  Abirdene ; 

And  mony  vther  worthie  nobill  deid, 

As  le  ma  heir  quha  lykis  efter  reid.  42,065 

Henrie  his  sone  that  eldest  wes  and  air, 

Ane  prince  he  wes  baith  plesand  and  preclair, 

Woddit  ane  wyfe  that  tyme  and  brocht  hir  hame, 

Quhilk  Adama  than  callit  wes  to  name. 

The  erlis  dochter  of  Warrania,  42,070 

Quhilk  buir  to  him,  as  my  authour  did  sa, 

Malcome,  Williame,  and  Dauid  also. 

Three  dochteris  alss  scho  buir  him  and  no  mo  ; 

Of  quhome  efter  within  ane  litill  space, 

I  sail  schaw  tow  quhen  tyme  cumis  and  place.     42,075 


In  MS.  Halrrudhous. 
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How  King  Dauidis  Wyffe  the  Quene  deceissit, 

AND    he    LEVIT   chest    EFTER    HIR  AND    NEUIR 
MAREIT  AGANE. 

Sone  efter  this  that  I  haif  said  low  heir, 

Within  les  space  nor  tua  or  thre  of  teir, 

The  nobill  quene,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

So  gude  and  godlie  wes  in  all  hir  dais, 

And  so  Weill  louit  with  all  man  and  wyfe,  42,080 

Departit  lies  out  of  this  present  lyfe, 

With  greit  displesour  baith  of  auld  and  ^ing, 

And  speciallie  of  gude  Dauid  the  king, 

Quhilk  louit  hir,  as  ressone  wald  and  richt, 

Into  hir  tyme  aboue  all  vther  wicht ;  42,085 

And  for  hir  saik  the  wedow  habit  tuik, 

Fra  that  da  furth  all  wedding  he  forsuik, 

And  euirmoir,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

He  levit  chest  wnto  his  latter  da. 

Efter  hir  deid  deuotlie  with  honour,  42,090 

Gudlie  wes  grauit  in  hir  sepultuir, 

In  Scone  abba,  with  greit  triumph  and  gloir, 

As  scho  desyrit  in  hir  lyfe  befoir; 

Quhilk  to  this  da  reraanis  ^it  to  se. 

In  that  same  place  of  greit  auctoritie.  42,095 

Neirby  this  tyme  that  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 

Mathildis  dochter  to  Henrie  Bellicleir,  Col.  2. 

King  of  Ingland,  quhilk  wes  of  sic  honour, 

Weddit  befoir  wes  with  the  empriour 

Henrie  the  fourt,  quhilk  in  tha  samin  dais  42,100 

Departit  hes  as  that  my  author  sais, 

Withoutin  chyld  borne  of  this  ilk  empryce, 

In  all  hir  tyme  that  wes  baith  gude  and  wyss. 

This  king  Henrie  no  mo  childer  had  he. 

For  all  the  laue,  as  le  hard,  in  the  se  42,105 

Pereist  ilkone  bot  schort  quhile  gane  by. 

This  ilk  Matildes  for  the  samin  quhy, 
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The  king  bir  father,  hecht  Hemie  to  name, 

Sone  efter  that  into  Ingland  brocht  hame. 

The  lordis  all  of  Ingland  in  tha  dais  42,110 

He  gart  thame  sueir  all,  as  my  author  sais, 

With  euerie  man  vphaldand  his  awin  hand, 

Efter  his  deid  all  at  hir  faith  to  stand. 

Decernit  wes  into  that  parliament, 

Into  that  tjnne  with  all  thair  haill  consent,  42,115 

This  ilk  Matild  of  qnhome  now  that  we  reid, 

Efter  his  deid  to  him  scho  suld  succeid. 

This  beand  done  as  I  half  said  anone, 

His  purpois  wes  of  hir  for  to  dispone. 

Richt  laith  he  wes  to  wed  hir  on  ane  lord  42,120 

Into  Ingland,  becaus  of  greit  discord. 

Ane  man  thair  wes  tliat  tyme  amang  the  laif, 

Callit  Godfrid,  erle  wes  of  Antigaif, 

Into  his  tyme  of  greit  honour  and  fame, 

Wcddit  this  ladie  and  syne  send  hir  hame.  42,125 

Sclio  buir  to  him  ane  sone  that  wes  bis  air, 

Callit  Henrie,  richt  plesand  and  preclair. 

The  quhilk  Henrie  as  that  my  author  sais, 

Wes  king  of  Ingland  efter  in  his  dais. 

Robert  the  duke  that  tyme  of  Normondy,  42,130 

That  bruther  wes  to  this  ilk  king  Henrie, 

Withoutin  cheild  than  tuke  his  leif  to  fair 

Out  of  this  lyfe,  for  he  micht  leve  na  mair. 

The  landis  all  thairfoir  of  Normondy, 

Of  heretage  fell  to  this  king  Henry.  42,135 

The  quhilk  Henrie  within  schort  quhile  a,Iso, 

Out  of  this  lyfe  he  tuke  his  leif  to  go  ; 

And  for  this  caus  as  I  half  said  low  lieir, 

Ouir  all  Ingland  that  tyme  baith  far  and  neir, 

The  commoun  Aveill  wes  puneist  and  maid  puir,    42,140 

Ilkone  on  vther  wrocht  so  greit  injm-e, 

In  fait  of  ane  the  commoun  weill  to  gyde. 

This  ilk  Matildis  in  the  samiu  tyde, 
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The  quhilk  thairof  sulci  liaif  auctoritie, 

Hir  lord  that  tynie  with  sic  infirmitie  42,145 

111  Antigave  wes  vexit  at  the  hart, 

Tha  scho  fra  him  no  way  tlian  mycht  depart: 

Henrie  liir  sone  that  wes  hir  eldest  clieild, 

In  to  that  tyme  wes  bot  of  tender  eild. 

Ane  nobill  man  wes  callit  Stevin  to  name,  42,150 

Erie  of  Bolone  quhair  he  than  duelt  at  hame, 

Weddit  the  dochter  of  Marie  I  wene, 

That  sister  wes  to  gude  Matild  the  quene  ; 

Ane  proper  ladie,  plesand  and  preclair, 

And  eik  also  that  wes  hir  faderis  air;  42,155 

Als  sister  sone  he  wes  to  king  Henrie. 

This  samin  Stevin,  for  that  ilk  cans  and  quhy, 

In  Ingland  come  and  askit  for  to  be 

Thair  governour  with  haill  auctoritie. 

And  tutour  be  onto  Matildis  cheild,  42,i6o 

Onto  the  tyme  he  war  of  lauchtfull  eild,  Lib.  1 2,  f.  19  6b. 

r^  1   1 

Sen  he  to  him  wes  narrest  in  that  tyde, 

And  ablist  ^  als  sic  office  for  to  gyde. 

Quhairof  the  lordis  war  richt  weill  content, 

And  maid  him  tutour  with  thair  haill  consent,     42,165 

Into  that  tyme  without  debait  or  chasoun, 

For-quhy  tha  thoucht  it  wes  bot  rycht  and  ressone. 

Sone  efter  syne,  within  ane  litill  we 

That  he  had  gottin  sic  auctoritie. 

So  greit  fauour  he  had  of  auld  and  ting,  42,170 

Pretendit  lies  of  Ingland  to  be  king, 

And  gart  the  lordis  sueir  into  the  tyde, 

For  all  his  tyme  ay  at  his  faith  to  byde. 

And  nane  vtlier  for  till  ressaue  bot  he, 

Into  Ingland  thair  king  and  prince  to  be.  42,175 

To  ratifie  all  thing  that  he  had  done, 

Ane  herald  syne  into  Scotland  richt  sone 


'  In  MS.  oblist. 
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Onto  king  Dauid,  quhilk  did  him  command 

All  Cumbria  and  eik  Northumberland  ^ 

On  to  this  Stevin,  as  of  Ingland  the  prince,         42,180 

In  Lundoun  toun  to  mak  obedience  ; 

And  "wald  he  nocht,  than  schortlie  to  conclude, 

He  suld  persew  him  baith  with  fyre  and  blude. 

To  that  herald  befoir  thame  all  in  plane, 

This  king  Dauid  sic  ansuer  gaif  agane :  42,185 

"  Gude  freind,"  he  said,  "  sa  thow  onto  thi  lord, 

"  He  is  no  king  as  thow  lies  done  record  ; 

"  Bot  wranguslie  vsurpit  hes  the  croun, 

*'  At  his  awin  will  but  richt  or  lit  ressoun, 

"  To  my  nevoy  Matildis,  that  hes  richt  42,i90 

"  Till  all  Ingland  intill  hir  faderis  sicht, 

"  I  half  maid  homage,  sworne  with  aithis  deip, 

"  The  quhilk  I  think  for  till  obserue  and  keip. 

"  Thairfoir  pas  hame  and  no  moir  at  me  craue, 

*•'  No  vtlier  ansuer  of  me  sail  thow  half."  42,195 

To  this  king  Stevin  qulien  that  ansuer  wes  tald, 

Dilay  that  tyme  no  langar  that  he  wald  ; 

Ane  richt  greit  armie,  as  I  wnderstand, 

Eicht  sone  he  send  into  Northumberland, 

And  greit  distructioun  in  the  land  hes  maid,         42,200 

With  fyre  and  blude  of  all  tha  boundis  braid  ; 

Wirkand  sic  wrang  withoutin  ony  wyte. 

The  quhilk  I  trow  wes  nocht  richt  lang  to  quyte. 

The  erle  of  Merche  that  tyme  wes  maid  till  go, 

The  erle  of  Angus  and  Menteith  also,  42,205 

In  the  reskew  than  of  Northumberland, 

With  mony  berne  that  weill  culd  weild  ane  brand, 

Kycht  manlie  war  quhen  that  it  stude  in  mister. 

That  samin  tyme  than  the  erle  of  Glocister, 

With  mony  thousand  wnder  speir  and  scheild,      42,210 

At  Alertoun^  he  gaif  the  Scottis  feild. 


'  This  line  precedes  the  former  in  I      -  In  MS.  Alectoun. 
the  MS.  I 


CRONICLIS   OF   SCOTLAIS'D.  Tlo 

The  bowmen,  big  and  bald  as  ony  boir, 

Sic  scharpe  scbutting  maid  in  the  feild  befoir, 

With  fedderit  flanis  scharp  as  rasure  schair, 

That  throw  thair  scheildis  maid  thair  syidis  sair.  42,215 

Syne  all  the  laif  hes  tane  the  feild  on  breid, 

With  bricht  brandis  gart  mony  bernis  bleid, 

That  mony  freik  wes  fellit  throw  grit  force, 

And  mony  knycht  than  keillit  throw  the  corce. 

The  Scottis  kene  so  cruell  wes  that  tyde,  42,220 

The  Inglismen  docht  na  langar  to  byde ; 

Out  of  the  feild  tha  fled  with  all  thair  speid, 

Als  fast  as  fyre  or  spark  out  of  ane  gleid. 

Rycht  mony  thousand  of  thame  thair  wes  keild, 

Na  fewar  als  of  thame  wer  tone  in  feild,  42,225 

With  thair  captane  and  nobillis  all  ilkone,  ^ol  2. 

That  samin  da  into  the  feild  wes  tone. 

Syne  hed  in  Scotland  wes  the  spulie  haill, 

Quhairof  ilk   man  syne   efter  gat  his  daill, 

Baith  ^oung  and  auld  than,  be  the  leist  ane         42,230 
knaif, 

Ilk  man  that  tyme  as  he  wes  worth  to  half 

Vnto  king  Stevin  this  infortunitie 

Quhen  it  wes  schawin,  with  greit  mortalitie 

Of  his  armie  that  wes  maid  thair  that  da, 

And  all  the  nobillis  tane  and  led  awa,  42,235 

Richt  Weill  he  knew  but  thair  help  and  suppel, 

In  peax  and  rest  he  mycht  nocht  rycht  lang  be ; 

And  for  that  caus  as  it  niicht  rycht  Weill  seme, 

Ambassadouris  he  send  thame  till  redeme. 

For  thair  ransoun  conditioun  thair  wes  maid,       42  240 

And  letteris  writtin  with  seillis  that  war  braid, 

Subscryuit  als  with  this  king  Stevynis  hand ; 

That  is  to  say,  that  all  Northumberland 

And  Cumbria  he  sould  frelie  resing, 

Into  the  handis  of  this  Dauid  king,  42  245 

With  all  the  rycht  that  Ingland  had  thairto, 

And  neuir  agane  thairwith  till  half  ado  ; 
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Bot  euirmoir  of  Scottis  grund  till  be, 

Without  reclame  of  superioritie. 

This  beand  done  without  ony  reclame,  42,250 

Thir  presoneris  ilkone  passit  hame. 

This  ilk  king  Stevin  sone  efter  did  repent. 

And  suddantlie  he  changit  his  intent, 

Revoikand  all  befoir  that  he  had  done  ; 

Thairfoir  in  haist  rycht  suddantlie  and  sone  42,255 

Ane  greit  armie,  with  mony  bow  and  brand. 

He  send  that  tyme  into  Northumberland. 

Of  thair  cuming  the  Scottis  weill  that  knew, 

Waill  fraklie  than,  suppois  tha  war  rycht  few, 

Tha  gatherit  out  at  greit  laser  and  list,  42,260 

Thair  ennimye  that  tyme  for  to  resist, 

And  gaif  tliame  feild  rycht  manlie  on  ane  mure. 

Sa  few  tha  war  tha  mycht  nocht  lang  induir 

Into  that  feild  agane  sic  multitude, 

Zit  neuirtheles  into  that  stour  tha  stude,  42,263 

Quhill  that  tha  micht  nocht  weill  ganestand  that 

sturt. 
Syne  at  the  last  with  litill  skaitli  and  hurt. 
Out  of  the  feild  in  gude  ordour  tha  fled 
Onto  ane  strenth  neirhand  that  tyme  tha  lied. 
This  beand  done,  syne  efter  da  be '  da  42,270 

With  small  battell,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Eicht  oft  tha  met  ilk  vther  till  persew. 
The  Scottismen,  suppois  tha  war  bot  few. 
In  all  that  tyme  tha  keipit  weill  thair  awin. 
And  with  thair  fais  wald  nocht  be  ouirthrawin.  42,275 
This  king  Daxiid  quhen  that  he  kend  and  knew 
That  it  wes  so,  rycht  sone  for  till  reskew 
Northumberland  into  that  stait  that  stude, 
Contractit  lies  ane  richt  grit  multitude, 
Ouir  all  Scotland  that  tyme  that  he  micht  be,     42,280 
In  that  intent  all  on  ane  da  to  de. 
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Or  to  posses  with  fredome  but  ganestand, 

All  Cumbria  and  eik  Northumberland. 

In  ^ork  thair  wes  ane  nobill  bischop  than, 

Onto  his  name  that  callit  wes  Turstan.  42,285 

To  Roxburch  to  king  Dauid  come  he, 

Trewis  that  tyme  he  tuke  for  monethis  thre,  Lib.  1 2,  f.  197. 

And  obleist  wes  to  him  thair  be  his  hand, 

To  leif  in  peax  than  all  Northumberland 

To  loung  Henrie  thairof  wes  richteous  air,  42,290 

And  Inglismen  no  moir  for  to  repair. 

This  beand  done  as  I  haif  said  tow  so, 

Tliis  nobill  bischop  tuke  his  leif  till  go, 

Quhither  or  nocht  he  wes  thairof  to  blek, 

Off  all  he  said  come  nothing  till  effect.  42,295 

Than  king  Dauid  fra  he  sic  falsheid  knew, 

Riclit  suddanelie,  his  purpois  till  persew, 

Passit  that  tyme  into  Northumberland  ; 

His  fais  all  befoir  him  that  he  fand, 

Riclit  cruellie  withoutin  ony  reskew,  42,300 

At  his  plesour  that  tyme  bayth  tuke  and  slew. 

Quhen  this  king  Stevin  than  hard  that  it  wes  so, 

Richt  haistelie  withoutin  ony  ho, 

With  all  the  power  that  tyme  he  miclit  be, 

To  Roxburgh  richt  haistelie  come  he.  42,305 

Richt  sone  agane  for  that  same  caus  and  quhy, 

That  his  lordis  wald  nocht  to  him  apply, 

Into  Ingland  he  did  agane  retour, 

But  his  desire  and  with  richt  small  honour. 

This  beand  done  that  I  haif  said  tow  heir,  42,310 

Sone  efter  syne  into  the  secund  ^eir, 

Richt  nobill  men  betuix  thame  till  mak  peice, 

War  richt  solist  to  gar  tha  weiris  ceis. 

And  with  greit  treittie  oft  teid  thame  betueiiC; 

Of  Sanct  Androis,  Glasgow  and  Abirdene,  42,315 

Thir  thre  bischopis,  and  of  Scotland  no  mo. 

Of  Canterberrie  and  of  ^ork  also, 
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Thir  tua  bischopis  bayth  wyss  and  circumspect, 

That  Weill  culd  bring  sic  mater  till  effect. 

This  ilk  king  Stevin  bydand  on  that  concord,       42,320 

In  Durhame  lay  with  mony  erle  and  lord  ; 

Siclike  king  Dauid  in  the  samin  tyme, 

In  the  New  Castell  standis  vpoun  Tyne, 

With  mony  nobill  gudlie  to  command, 

Remanit  thair  quhill  all  thing  tuke  ane  end.         42,325 

And  on  this  ^vyiss  as  I  sail  ^ow  declair ; 

That  king  Dauid  as  to  the  richteous  air, 

His  sone  Malcome  as  te  sail  wnderstand, 

All  Huntlyngtoun  and  als  Northumberland 

Resigne  to  him,  and  he  till  wndertak  42,330 

On  to  king  Stevin  obedience  to  mak 

For  tha  landis,  and  nocht  ellis  to  pa. 

The  landis  als  siclike  of  Cumbria 

This  king  Dauid  sould  liald  that  tyme  alss  fre, 

Siclike  befoir  as  tha  war  wont  to  be.  42,335 

Quhen  this  wes  done  with  all  thair  haill  consent, 

The  king  of  Ingland  passit  hame  to  Kent ; 

Siclike  king  Dauid  in  the  samin  tyde. 

To  Carlill  toun  thair  to  remane  and  byde ; 

And  biggit  lies  than  round  about  the  toun  42,340 

New  Strang  waUis  befoir  wer  cassin  doun. 

The  castell  als,  at  greit  lasar  and  lenth, 

Reformit  hes,  with  mony  sindrie   strenth 

In  Cumberland  that  tyme  baith  les  and  moir, 

That  faillit  Lad  rycht  lang  tyme  of  befoir.  42,345 

Of  this  king  Stevin  that  I   haif  said  tow  heir, 

All  this  wes  done  into  the  first  thre  leiv 

Than  of  his  ring,  as  my  author  did  tell  ; 

Syne  efterwart  quhat  aduenture  befell 

To  this  king  Stevin  syne  efter  the  fourt  teir,      42,350 

Tak  tent  to  me  and  I  sail  tell  tow  heir. 
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How  Matildis  the  Empryce   come   in  Ingland      Col.  2. 
WITH    GREiT   Power    agane    King   Stevin, 

AND   OF  THE   LANG    StRYFE   THAT   WAS    BETUIX 
THAME,   AND   EFTER  APPOYNTIT  AND   AGREIT. 

Mathild  the  empryce  that   wes  lauchtfull  air, 

And  dochter  als  of  Henrie  Belliclair, 

Schort  quhile  befoir  as  le  half  hard  me  sa, 

Weddit  the  erle  of  Antygauia  42,355 

Godfride  to  name,  als  in  that  tyme  wes  he 

Vexit  full  soir  with  greit  infirmitie. 

This  ilk  Matild  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 

With  greit  power,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

In  Ingland  come  hir  partie  to  perse w,  42,r.60 

Thairof  hir  richtis  gif  scho  mycht  reskew  ; 

With  help  and  fauour,  le  sail  wnderstand. 

Of  tua  lordis  that  tyme  war  in  Ingland. 

Richt  planelie  than  Mathildis  part  tha  tuke, 

Quhair  all  the  laif  hir  seruice  haill  forsuik,  42,365 

And  with  king  Stevin  and  his  auctoritie, 

Plane  part  tha  tuke  bayth  for  to  leif  and  die. 

Richt  lang  thir  tua  at  greit  stryfe  tha  stude, 

With  mort  battell  quhair  spilt  wes  mekle  blude. 

In  all  Ingland  ouir  all  part  far  and  neir,  42,370 

Continewallie  the  space  of  fourtene  teir. 

That  ^oung  Henry,  richt  plesand  and  preclair. 

To  this  Mathildis  eldest  sone  and  air, 

And  to  Godfride  as  te  haif  hard  me  sa, 

The  nobill  erle  of  Antygauia,  42,375 

Quhilk  of  befoir  that  wes  so  ^oung  ane  cheild, 

Wes  cuming  than  to  perfite  aige  and  eild, 

And  weddit  wes  than  with  ane  ladie  fair 

To  Picardie  and  Turyn  als  wes  air, 

Ane  duches  dochter  of  honour  and  fame,  42,380 

That  Helenor  wes  callit  to  hir  name. 
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This  ilk  Mathildis  in  tha  samin  dais 

So  causit  him,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

To  cum  till  hir  with  greit  help  and  supple, 

Quhilk  come  with  him  for  greit  affinitie  42,385 

Of  Helenor  that  wes  his  weddit  wyfe. 

The  commoun  weill  of  Ingiand  than  belyfe 

Had  bene  perturbit  in  the  tyme  rycht  far, 

Wer  nocht  wyiss  men  richt  sone  thairof  wes  war  ; 

Quhilk  causit  thame  agrie  and  to  concord,  42,390 

Of  this  same  way  gif  that  I  riclit  record. 

That  this  king  Stevin,  as  my  author  sais, 

Sail  bruik  the  croun  of  Ingiand  all  his  dais ; 

Syne  loung  Henrie,  as  te  ma  efter  reid, 

Efter  liis  tyme  sould  to  the  croun  succeid.  42,395 

And  so  it  wes  as  I  sail  schaw  low  heir, 

In  peax  and  rest  lang  efter  mony  ^eir, 

Without  discord  of  ony  erthlie  wycht. 

At  all  plesour  ilk  man  brukit  his  richt. 


How  Henrie  the  Sone  of  King  David  deceissit 

AND   WAS     BUREIT     IN     THE     AbBA     OF    CaLCO, 

AND  OF  King  Dauidts  hie  Displesour,  and 

VEXIT  IN  his  MyND  FOR  HIS  ONLIE  SONIS 
departing,  and  of  HIS  WiSDOME  AND  ReS- 
SONE  AGANIS  HIS  DiSPLESOUR  MAID  TO  HIS 
LORDES. 

riib.i2,  f.i97b.  Sone  efter  syne  [that]  wes  done  all  this  thing,     42,400 
1-       Henrie  the  sone  of  gude  Dauid  the  king, 
Of  euerie  wicht  with  greit  weiping  and  wo, 
He  tuke  his  leif  out  of  this  lyfe  till  go. 
Wes  neuir  poet  lit  with  pen  or  inke, 
Culd  writ  or  dyte,  or  ^it  with  liart  culd  think,    42,405 
The  greit  beleif  of  vertew  but  offence. 
That  euirilk  man  had  of  this  plesand  prince. 
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Off  God  Almichtie  he  had  so  greit  ane  gi*ace, 

Wes  neuir  man  that  saw  him  in  the  face, 

Bot  he  him  loiiit  hartlie  fra  the  splene,  42,410 

As  he  his  bruther  or  his  sone  had  bene. 

My  pen  wald  tyre  and  eik  my  self  wald  irk, 

My  mynd  also  wald  grow  baith  dull  and  dirk, 

To  occupie  so  lang  ane  tyme  and  space, 

The  greit  vertew  and  mony  spetiall  grace,  42,415 

That  rang  in  him  gif  I  suld  now  report. 

Thairfoir  as  now,  sen  that  the  tyme  is  schort, 

Heir  will  I  leve  and  tell  low  furth  the  laue. 

Into  Calco  quhair  he  wes  put  in  graue, 

Than  of  oure  Lord  ane  thousand  ^eir  and  tuo,     42,420 

Ane  hundreth  fiftie  and  no  teiris  mo, 

In  that  same  place  intumulit  wes  he, 

Quhilk  sepulture  remanis  tit  to  se. 

This  nobill  king  that  had  na  sonis  mo, 

No  wonder  wes  suppois  his  hart  wes  wo,  42,425 

And  so  it  wes,  suppois  he  buir  it  fair, 

So  Sonne  to  lois  his  onlie  sone  and  air, 

To  him  alway  so  tender  wes  and  deir,  • 

^it  neuirtheles  he  changit  not  his  cheir ; 

Sic  vse  of  ressoune  in  all  his  tyme  hed  he,  42,430 

And  dantit  so  his  sensualitie. 

To  God  and  man,  as  it  wes  rycht  weill  kend, 

Did  neuir  thing  trowand  thame  till  offend 

In  word  or  deid,  quhairthrow  that  tyme  that  he 

With  vice  or  fait  micht  apprehendit  be.  42,435 

The  lo]"dis  all  of  Scotland  les  and  mair, 

All  come  till  him  to  keip  him  out  of  cair, 

With  play  and  sport,  and  consolatioun, 

To  keip  him  furth  of  disperatioun. 

And  canss  his  cair  with  confort  to  decres,  42,440 

Quhilk  helpis  mekill  in  sic  havines. 

This  nobill  king,  as  my  author  recordis, 

Richt  tendeiiie  ressauit  all  his  lordis, 


720  THE   EUIK   OF  THE 

With  blytli  visage  and  countenance  rycht  kynd, 

Suppois  he  wes  soir  vexit  in  his  mynd.  42,445 

Befoir  thame  all  syne  with  ane  voce  so  cleir, 

He  said  to  thame  as  I  sail  schaw  zow  heir : 

"  Lordis,  beleue  sic  trubill  and  wnrest 

"  Oft  syis,"  he  said,  "sic  cumis  for  the  best, 

"  Sen  euirilk  chance  be  greit  God  is  ay  gydit,      42,450 

"  Baith  ill  and  gude  at  his  plesour  prouidit. 

"  Quhat  man  in  erd  lies  sic  auctoritie, 

"  So  Weill,  so  wyslie,  can  prouide  as  he  ? 

"  And  sen  his  will  so  equale  is  and  richt, 

"  In  all  this  warld  wes  neuir  so  wyss  ane  42,455 

wycht, 
"  Of  all  his  werkis  that  culd  mend  ane  myte, 
"  Thocht  mouy  fuill  throw   folie  with  him  flyte. 
*'  Sen  euirilk  thing,  as  it  is  richt  weill  knawin, 
"  Of  proper  det  be  ressone  is  his  awin, 
"  Bayth  ill  and  gude  this  tyme  vnder  the  lift,      42,460 
"  Syne  lent  [to]  ws,  and  nocht  frelie  as  gift 
"  In  heretage  ay  with  ws  to  remane. 
"  Syne  quhen  he  list  to  haif  his  awin  agane, 
"  He  is  ane  ^  fuill,  I  say  thairfoir  for  me, 
"  Onto  his  God  wald  so  wnthankfull  be,  42,465 

Col.  2.       "  To  hald  fra  him,  other  be  best  or  schoir, 
"  So  thankfullie  that  he  lent  him  befoir. 
''  Quha  dois  so  I  hald  him  for  to  blame  ; 
"  Forlane,  tha  sa,  suld  ay  cum  lauchand  liame. 
"  And  Weill  I  wat  all  thing  heir  ws  amang,         42,470 
"  Is  lent  be  God,  and  I  wait  nocht  how  lang, 
"  At  his  plesour  and  at  his  awin  fre  will, 
"  And  for  na  dett  that  he  can  aw  ws  till  ; 
"  Than  ressoun  wald  I  bid  nocht  for  to  lane, 
"  Quhen  plesis  him  to  haif  his  awin  agane,  42,475 
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"  Thair  at  no  man  sould  any  murmoir  mak, 

"  Na  in  his  mynd  sould  no  displesoiu"  tak. 

"  Sum  thing  on  force  sen  that  sic  thing  man  be, 

"  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  I  hald  it  best  for  me, 

"  For  to  be  blyth,  thair  is  no  better  mendis,       42,480 

"  And  ay  thank  God  of  all  thing  that  he  sendis. 

"  This  samin  tyme,"  he  said,  "  and  so  sail  I 

"  My  sonis  deid  ressaue  als  thankfully, 

"  As  euir  man  [did]  ony  grace  or  gift 

"  Gevin  be  God  this  da  wnder  the  lift."  42,485 

Siclike  as  this  than  on  ane  fair  maneir, 

And  mekle  mair  na  I  half  said  ^ow  heir, 

He  said  to  thame,  na  I  ma  now  report, 

For-quhy  ie  knaw  my  tyme  is  verrie  schort, 

And  I  haif  mekill  mater  for  till  speid,  42,490 

And  of  ane  lang  tarie  had  bot  litill  neid. 

Now  to  my  purpois  thairfoir  I  will  pas, 

And  tell  tow  furth  the  storie  as  it  wes. 

Quhen  he  had  said  thir  wordis  all  in  feir. 

Ilk  word  by  word  as  I  haif  said  ^ow  heir,  42,495 

In  forme  and  feet  befoir  as  ^e  haif  red. 

The  lordis  all  thairof  gTeit  ferlie  hed 

Of  his  prudens  and  greit  patiens  also. 

Syne  tuke  thair  leif  and  hamewart  all  did  go, 

Withoutin  stop  ilk  man  to  his  awin  steid.  42,500 

The  eldest  sone  of  this  Heurie  wes  deid, 

Malcome  to  name,  ane  prettie  plesand  page, 

Quhilk  threttene  teir  that  tyme  wes  of  aige. 

This  king  Dauid  than  maid  with  liim  till  go. 

The  erle  of  Fyffe,  with  mony  vther  mo,  42  505 

Richt  glaidlie  than  at  the  kingis  command, 

Ouir  all  the  partis  that  tyme  of  Scotland, 

With  greit  triumph  and  of  tlie  kingis  expence 

This  toung  Malcome  ressauit  as  thair  prince, 

Promittand  than  with  haill  auctoritie,  42,510 

Efter  his  tyme  thair  king  and  prince  to  be. 

VOL    II.  Z    Z 
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The  secund  sone  of  this  Henrie  also, 
CalHt  Williame,  that  same  tyme  maid  to  go 
In  Huntl3mgtoun,  and  eik  Northumberland, 
Quhair  he  ressauit  mony  aith  and  band,  42,646 

Of  all  the  nobillis  into  ane  concord, 
Him  to  ressaue  as  to  thair  cheif  and  lord. 
Sone  efter  syne  that  all  this  thing  wes  done, 
To  Carlill  toun  he  went  liim  self  rycht  sone, 
And  with  Matild  his  nevoy  thair  he  met,  42,520 

Quhair  euirilkone  rycht  gudlie  other  gret, 
His  sister  dochter  to  him  wes  so  deir, 
Wes  empryce  befoir  as  te  micht  heir. 
Hir  sone  Henrie  scho  brocht  with  hir  alsua, 
The  erlis  sone   of  Antigauia,  42,625 

Apperand  prince  also  of  all  Ingland, 
Quhilk  to  king  Dauid  that  tyme  maid  ane  band. 
That  he  suld  bruik,  ay  as  him  awin  self  lest, 
Northumberland  in  gude  peax  and  in  rest. 
At  his  plesour,   without  stop  or  ganestand,  42,430 

With  Huntlyntoun  and  also  Cumberland, 
Lih.p,  f.i98.  And  thair  gaif  ouir  richt  hardlie  with  gude  will, 
All  kynd  of  richt  that  Ingland  had  thair  till. 


How  King  Dauid  maid  Henrie  his  Nevoy 
Knicht,  and  how  the  said  King  diuotlie 
and  godlie  deceissit. 

Into  this  tyme  now  that  le  heir  me  sa, 

With  greit  triumph  in  Carlill  on  ane  da,  42,635 

With  ane  gilt  spur  of  burneist  gold  so  bryebt, 

This  ilk  king  Dauid  maid  toung  Henrie  knycht. 

Quhen  this  was  done  as  I  haif  said  low  so, 

Ilk  man  tuke  leif  and  hamewart  than  did  go. 

This  king  Dauid  of  quhome  I  schew  iow  heir,     42,640 

Syne  of  his  regnne  the  nyne  and  tuentie  ^eir, 
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Soir  vexit  wes  with  greit  infirmitie, 

That  euerilk  man  knew  weill  that  he  wald  de. 

So  knew  himself,  and  for  that  samin  quhy, 

Into  his  bed  that  tyme  quhair  he  did  ly,  42,545 

The  sacrament  wald  nocht  lat  to  him  bring, 

He  thoclit  he  wes  wnworthie  to  sic  thing ; 

Betuix  tua  preistis  with  rycht  clene  intent, 

Led  on  his  feit  on  to  the  kirk  he  went, 

Diuotlie  thair  remanit  quhill  neir  none,  42,550 

On  bayth  his  kneis  syne  quhen  the  mes  [wes]  done, 

In  hart  contreit  with  reuerence  and  honour. 

The  blissit  bodie  of  oure  Saluiour, 

Rycht  penitent  into  that  samin  place, 

Ressauit  lies  to  his  greit  gloir  and  grace.  42,555 

This  beand  done  syne  hame  agane  wes  bed, 

And  softlie  syne  laid  doun  into  his  bed ; 

Syne  efterwart  within  ane  litill  space, 

Befoir  thame  all  into  that  samin  place, 

Quhair  that  he  lay  that  tyme  in  Godis  bandis,    42,560 

His  spreit  commendit  into  Christis  handis. 

The  croce  of  Christ  syne  in  his  armes  imbraist ; 

Quhen  that  wes  done  la  still  and  gaif  the  gaist. 

Vnsufficient  I  am  in  all  my  lywe, 

His  nobilnes  and  vertu  till  discryve ;  42,565 

Sic  thing  til]  do  difficill  is  to  me, 

Thairfoir  as  now  heir  will  I  lat  it  be; 

And  of  the  tuelt  bulk  heir  I  mak  ane  end, 

Loving  to  God  that  me  sic  grace  hes  send. 
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